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A collection of biographies, press clippings, and
photographs conceming Youngstown’s black community
from the nineteenth century to the present. These materials
were gathered by the Youngstown Alumnae Chapter of the
Delta Sigma Theta sorority in 1999,
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The Delta Sigma Theta Sorority was founded in 1913 at Howard University, with
a vision of public service as its foundation. Delta Sigma Theta’s programs are guided by
a five-point program, considering:

¢ Economic Development
e Educational Development
¢ International Awareness and Involvement



¢ Physical and Mental Health
s Political Awareness and Involvement

The Delta Lambda chapter was founded in Youngstown in 1951. The Delta Heritage
Project was conceived by members of the Youngstown Alumnae Chapter of the sorority
with the purpose of creating a document on the history of the local African American
community. The presence of African Americans in the Youngstown area dates to the
1830’s; such figures as bricklayer P Ross Berry and Attorney William R Stewart, State
Representative from 1896-1899, made significant contributions to the physical and
cultural landscape of Youngstown during the 19" and early 20™ centuries. However, it
was not until the first half of the 20™ century that blacks began to arrive en masse from
the South, the peak of migration occurring between the World Wars, drawn to the then-
thriving metropolis by the promise of work and relative prosperity that Youngstown’s
industries could provide. There was still no shortage of adversity to contend with in the
new northern environment, but this adversity was often met with courageous gumption
and dignified determination to overcome discrimination and attain the equality on which
the US Constitution is premised.

Concerned at the dearth of historical information on the Mahoning Valley’s
African American community and their achievements, the Delta Heritage Project was
undertaken by members of the Youngstown Alumnae Chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta
sorority as an audio-visual documentary of prominent figures and accomplishments of the
local black community. Assembled in February of 1999 in celebration of Black History
Month, the purpose stated in the Delta Heritage Project pamphlet was to “preserve local
history and inspire our youth and community into turning obstacles into stepping stones.”

Scope and Content

The materials preserved in this collection include photographs, press clippings,
promotional materials, and original biographies on subjects dating from the mid-19" to
the early 21" century. Sources include the Vindicator, the Buckeye Review, YWCA
Archives, the McGuffey Center Archives, the Valley Voice News, the Mahoning Valley
Historical Society Newsletter, and A Rediscovery of Part of the Past, as well as
contributions from members of the local community.
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SERIES I: NEWS

Folder Content
1 Newspaper Article, 1999

Group promotes black heritage

Turce, Sharon (Vindicator (Youngstown, OH), 1999-02-07)
http://dspace.maag.ysu.edu:8080/manakin/handle/1989/5651
http://hdl.handle.net/1989/5651

SERIES II: PERSONS BY OCCUPATION

Subseries: Arts and Letters
Folder Content

2 Isadore Blakeny, 1999 and undated
Blakeny, Isadore - door to history
Harvey, Jahi M. (9999}
http://dspace.maag.ysu.edu:8080/manakin/handle/1989/5654

http://hdl .handle.net/1989/5654

Isadore and Betty Blakeny

Williams, McCullough Jr (Buckeye Review (Youngstown, OH),
http://dspace.maaqg.ysu.edu:8080/manakin/handle/1989/5657
http://hdl .handle.net/1989/5657

Isadore Blakeny

Unknown author (2008-10-02)
http://dspace.maag.vsu.edu:8080/manakin/handle/1989/5655
http://hdl.handle.net/1989/5655

[Isadcre Blakenyl
Unknown author (2008-10-02)
http://dspace.maag.ysu.edu:8080/manakin/handle/1989/5653

http://hdl .handle.net/1989/5653

[Isadcre Blakenyl]

Unknown author (2008-10-02)
http://dspace.maag.ysu.edu:8080/manakin/handle/1989/5656
http://hdl .handle.net/1989/5656

3 district judges to hear case

1999-08)
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