Youngstown, O.,
Jan. 18th, 1940

Hon. M., J. Kirwan,
House of Representatives,
Weshington, D. C.

Desr Sir:-

I have been asdvised that the government
is furnishing the money to bring American citizens
from foreign countries.

My brother (20) and myself (21) both
working, sre anxious to get our two brothers, Nicholas
(18) snd Joseph (16) back from Polend. They live with

my father, Stephan Banko, Post O Birczs, County
Dobremil, Village Rudawka, FPolsend.

Pether csme here sbout 1904, was not natur-
slized, married, and we four children were born here,
. pqother died snd was buried here, we all went back in
19390 gn one passport. I ceme back in 1938 and John
in 1937,

Phe Consulary Agency is at Dobremil. I
do not know whether the town is in Germa ny or Russia
nowe. Msil does not seem to go through.

If you could arrange £0 have them brought
beck, we would be very grateful.

Yours truly, |
J W /@) 0M/&
5ANKO

266 Crandall Ave.,
Youngstown, O.



Janumary Twenty First
1940

Department of State
tashington, DJCos

Dear Sirste

The enclosod letter has been recelved from
Uiss Katherine Banko, 265 Crandall Avenue, Youngs' own
Ohio.

I will be deeply grateful for any informa-
tion you might give me that will be of assistance in
answering her inquiry.

THith kindest remmrds and thanking you for
your many past courtesies, believe me to be,

Sincerely yours,

Hember of Congress
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In reply refer to
SD 340.1115/12150C
Ky dear lr. Kirwen:

I have recelved your letter of January 21, 1940,
enclosing a letter dated January 18 from Hiss Katherine
Banko of 265 Crandall Avenue, Youngstown, Ohlo, requesting
that arrangements be made for the repatriation at
Government expense of her bdbrothers, Nicholas and Joseph
Banko, who are at present residing with their father,
¥r. Stephan Banko, at Post O Birezs, County Dobremil,
Village iludawka, Foland.

The Department has never been of the opinlion that
it is an obligation of government to repatriate citizens
abroad at public expense and the terms of appropriastions
made by the Congress have been ln accordance with this
poliey. Upon the ocutbreak of hostilltles and during the
resulting emergency & number of Americans were caught
in Zurope without neans to¢ return to the United States.

In

The Honorable
¥Michael J. Kirwan,

House of Representatives,



o lwm

In view of the lmminent danger in whish they appsared to
be, the Departuent ndopted the extrsopdinary rrocedure
sf prantling, fros speglel funde at 1te dls osal, loans
for resstrlstion puapposes to thoune persons vwhose eltlzen-
shily wes verified and who were Tound Lo b withoud

- 1

sufflolent means and wmeble lomedintely Lo obtaln funds
fron private zources. The losns were wede asalnst
promingory sotes for repeyment by the LOLTOWSDS.

It not heings poesible to sontinue indefinitely the
pragtise of extending lozans, snd the limedlate danger
to the ilives of ‘meriocan eltizensz la lurepe having passed
with sovortunity and sssistsnce having besn afforded
smerioans there to return hope, the Department hzs d4iscone~
tinued the practice end will econsider the furthsr extenslon
of loane only in osse developments should reguive such
aabion.

Ainee Hisholas snd Joseph Banko appeay o be resldlng
in that part of joland which hus been cooupled by lovliet
zilitary forges, the Department osanot agoept funds for
trangnission to them, Should Miss Banke be able o
spovide the funds required for thelr repatristion, it ls

&

pucgested that open trans-itlsnotio tickets be jurchased

i

for



for her brothers on a line sailing frowm an Itellan port,
and that Tunds be Topwarded 1o them throush the Uhase
Hatlonal Bank of Hew York for the eredit of ths segount
of the "Uonsular sootlon of the ‘meoriesn Imbassy” with
the Bank fTor Forel;n Trade st [oseow Tor puvuoent to
Kieholas and Joseph Unnko. If (dsr Janko desires to
obtulu a rejort Tron Lhe Inbsegy ob Voseow csoncernlag
the welfure of Ler brothers, thelr Pinanelsl needs, and
thelr plans Jor returning Lo the United [t-tes, the Jepart-
went will obtain sueh a report dy telegrsph upon regelyt
of an expresslon of Ler willlmmnesns to lefray the Lele-
graghie eharges incurved or by o ll wilhout eost to her,
ag she may deslre,

The enslosure Lo your letter under aeknovwledgwent
is returned nerewith,

Slnoerely yours,

Garde"T Bmys

Enelosure:

Frow Miss Ketherine Banko,
Januury 18, 1940,



January Twenty Hinth
19490 '

¥iss Katherine Banko
255 Crandall Avenue
Youngstosn, Chio

Pesyr Hiss Banko- -

Immediately upon the receipt of your letler
of January 18th, I referred it to the Depariment of
State, so that you would be assured of receiving
acenrate information relative to your ingumiry.

The enclosed lether has been received today
from the Honorable Cordell Hull, which is self
explaratory. "

Hith kindest regards and asswring you that
it has been a pleasure to be of service, I zegaiy,

Sincerely yours,

Hember of Congress
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Depertaent of Stete
Weshington, D, C,

Desr 8Sirst-

The enclosed letter hsas been received
from Hiss Ketherine Benzo, 265 Creadsll ivenue,

Youngstown Ohio.

I =ill be deenly greteful for eny hel
e A

or &sgistence you might be &ble to render.

With kindest regerds end heertiest best
wishes, believe me to be,

8incerely yours,

Member of Congress

i

\

B o . O




in repiy refar Lo
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Ay dear ¥r, lrwen:
the reeesint Lo sounowledged of your letter of

- Feabraery 7, 1940 with which you enclosed s latter
Anted February 1, 19l fros ddes cstherine lanko, 203
Urendell Avenus, Toungstown, Obio, who desires Lo have
ths lDepartmont obiain, through the iuzerican Lubasey at
wongow, inforsation regerdinmg the velfare of hep
vrotvhers, dlcholas and Joseph Hanko, Lelleved Lo bLe
residing with their father, Cteshan lanko, Jost U Biress,
county Uobresil, Village Ruiawka, Yoland.

Ascording Lo 8 letter of Usosuber 15, 1939 ade
dresee’ Lo the Jepartaent dy Llss Latheorine danke, her
fathor case 0 $he United citabos Lhiripeliress yoars
ag0 but 41d sob deecue = seturalised .americas clitizen
srlor to his return to olend inm 1330,

Yhe passport end oitizenship records of the Depart.
nent oontelin no record of the lszusnce of paseports

to

The iunorable
“lohael o drwan,

douse of Lepresentatlives,



to Siehelus op Joreph Senso or 06 thelr regletration as
imerioun eitigens. The wdérses of thelr fsther is in
bt part of Colsed cseupled by Doviet wmilivery foroes,.
if satiefsotory svidence le subwitted 0 substantiete
tie wmerican ¢litivenanic of sny of the repsoneg aaativged
the Departusat will reguest the jusriceas mbassy st
okeow o maks lnguiry regerding tneir wellers end whiefo-
ebouts and eleo of thelr floesclel seods opd pleaw op
rebursing o the Unived mﬁamm&; 4 gertilied eony of the
sirtt o beptissnl record of a sabive boru isoriess op

& statessat fros the olerk of the court glvisg the date
and She aunber of the certifioats lssued 0 o mulursilized
smerican 1z Lhe Lype of evidensce of Jlaesrieen sliizensily

noraelly subalttbed $u the Lenmptusib,

if seithey Hioholse nor Jomeph: Zanko fg sn Aneriosn
gitizen, tLie Departesnt will be anable %o ke ingalry
o thely behslf in ae wmuoh ws the Loviet Goveprnsent hes
declised t¢ take aution apon reguests of thle Governasnt
for inforsation conceralng tle welfers end wﬁarw&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ ot
jarsons in ovietegdou; isd elend wit are not Aseriven
oitizens, Io such +8 event It e josaible thad the laviet
vonsul General ot Sew York Clity might Le abls to sesist
Wap in obbalning the inforation whieh sha dusires,

The



The Department understands that several imericen
cable and radio companies are now receiving and trana4
mitting private messages from and to many individuals in
many places in Foland and suggests that iilss Banko may
desire to avall harself of these services in en effort
to communicate with her brotuers,

winoerely yours,

Fonem 2
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February Sixtcenth
L9460

}iss Katherine Banko
255 Crandall Avenue
Youngstown, Ohio

Dear }4ss Bankose

Immediately upon the receint of rour recent
letter, I referr:d it to the Iepartment of state with the
request that it be given their careful consideration.

The enclosed letter, which is self explanatory,
his been received today.

If I can be of flurther assistance to you at
any time, do not hesitate to advisc,

With kindest regards and heartiest best wishes,
believe me to be,

Sincerely yours,

Yember of Congress



Rarch Eighteenth
1940

265 Grandall “‘Avenue
Youngstown, Ohio

Dear ilss Banko:-

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your very kind letter of March 4th.

I have today f.rwarded the birth certifi-
gates of your brothers to the Department of State
and will advise you promptly when in receipt of
information from them,

With kindest regards and best wishes,
believe me to be,

Sincerely yours,

Member of Congress



March Eighteenth
19460

Hon. Cordell Hulk
Department of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:-
RE: SD 340.1115/12882

I would respectfully pefler you to your very
kind letter of February 15th , with regard to
correspondence reccived from Miss Katherine Banko,
265 Crandall Avenue, Youngstown Ohio.

Miss Bank has forwarded the birth certificates
of her brothers Joseph and Nicholas, which I am sub-
mitting to you together with letter received from ¥iss
Banko - ’

With kindest regards and thanking you for
your many courtesies, believe me to be,

Sincerely yours,

Member of Congress
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In reply refer to A e 62 AL
SD 340.1115/14440 e 28 040

My dear Mr. Xirwan:

I have received your letter of Marsh 18, 1840 with
further regard to the desire of Miss Katherine Banko of
Youngstown, Ohio, to arrange for the repatriation of
her brothers, Joseph and Kischolas Banko, who sre at
present im Soviet-ocouplied Poland.

In as much as you have now furnished the Depsrtment
with the baptismal certificates of Joseph and Nicholase
Benko (Banko), the American Embassey at Moscow has been
requested by mail to endeavor to obtain information in
regard to thelr welfare, financisl needs and plans for
returning to the tUnited States and you will be promptly
informed upon the reoceipt of s reply. The Embassy has
also deen authorized to advise them regarding the pro-
cedure which they should follow in order to obtain

pagsporie
The Honorable
Michael J. Kirwan,

House of HRepresentatives.



e

passports to enadble them to provsesd to the United Btates.
Owing to existing conditions a consideradle pariod of

time may elapse before a reply to this inquiry is received,
Therefors, if Hise Banko 2o desires the reguert will be
repeatsd by telegraph at her expense,

The Departuent is unable to accept funds for trans-
mission S0 Amerisan eltizens in Jovied-ocoupled Poland, but
funds for paynent to Joseph and Migholas Banko may be dew
posited with the Chase Mational Bank of the City of Hew
York of other Aserican corraspondents of the Bank for Porelign
Trade, Nowscow, for the oredit of the sscount of the *Consular
Bsotion of the Amspriean Embessy® with the Bank for Foreign
Trade. Remittances forwarded 1am Shis way will be pald in
rubles at the offislal rate of exchange through the apnropri-
ate losal bransh of the Htate Sank of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republies,

In view of the relatively low purchasiag power of the
rable, many persons prefer sending nerchandise rather than
funds to thelr relatives in Soviet-ocooupied territery. Ine
forsation regarding the Sransmission of mervhandtiss %o this
area nay be cbtained from the Soviet Comsulate General at
deov Tork Oivy.

finoerely yours,

Coardell Hull



April First
1940

Y¥iss Katherine Banko
265 Crandall Averme
Youngstown, Chio

Dear Mlss Bankote

Supplementing my letter to you of larch
18th, you will find letter enclosed which has been
received from the Department of State, which is self-

axplanatory.

With Idndest regards and heartiest best
wishes, believe me to be,
Sincerely yours,

Yember of Congress



September Sixth
1940

Miss Katherine Banko
203 Wayne Avenue
Youngstown, Chio

My dear Miss Banko:-

The enclosed letter has been received today
from the Honorable Cordell Hull, Secretary of Statej

which is self explanatory.

With kindest regards and heartiest best

wishes, believe me to be,

Sincersely yours,

Member of Congress



In reply refer to N -y
sD 340,1115/°7831 e '

y dear Nr. Kirwang

1 refer to the Department's lettsr of darch 2§,
1940 conoerning Jo-eph and Nicholas Banko (BEenks) who
are at present in Bovieteoocoupled Foland.

The Department has received a report dated July 25,
1040 from the Ameriean Eabassy at Moscow which states
thet communlcations have bheen received from Josenh and
Hicholas Ranko (Benko) who are residing at 7iea Fulawke,
Pocgta Biroza, Powist Dobromil, Provinee of Lwow, Sovietw
oacunied Poland, The conmunlications stated that they
were well but did not mention thelr finanelal statue
slthough they indisated that their brother and gister,
Jorn sné Katherine %Ranko, 03 %ayne Avenue, Younxetown,
Ohlo, or their sunt, Mary Dodzak, 3877 Third Avenue,
Altoona, Pennsylvania, would assliat thea in thelr efforts
to retura to the United Itates.

The
The Honorable
#ichael J. KFirwan,

House of Hepreaentatives.
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The report further states that Joseph and Nicholas
have been invited to appear at the Embssey for the rurnore
of executing prassport appllcations although the Embaasy
feels that due to exiesting conditions they may experience
aifticulty in obteining permission from the Soviet
suthorities to make this journey.

Sincerely yours,

Cordell Palt



Youngstown, O.,
Oc tober 18th, 1940

Hon., Mdichael Kirwsn,
House of Representatives,
Washington, Ds Co.

Deayr Sirie

I thank you very much for your
letter of the 6th, I sm very much relieved to know
that my brothers are well.

When 1 first took this matter up with
you my understanding wss thet the government had made
an appropriation for use in bringing refugees from
sbrosd bsck home, My brother here and I have not
been doing so well finasncislly es we expected end we
would appreciste very much if you could arrange to
have them brought over. My brother and I could easlly
tak: care of them here but we haven't the money at hand
to psy the expenses of getting them here.

PThanking you for your courtesy in the
metter, 1 remain

Yours truly,

Kntherine Banko, ‘
122 S. Phelps St., : 1
Youngstown, Ohio.



October Twenty-Pifth
1940

Miss Katherine Bgnko
122 S. Phelps Street
Youngstown, Ohio

Dear Miss Bgnko:~

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the receipt

of your very kind letter of Ootober 18th.

I have been pleased to again contact the State
Department with regard to your brothers, asking them to
extend you every possible courtesy and oconsideration.
Just as soon as I anm in receipt of information from them,

will advise you promptly.

Wlth kindest regards and heartiest dest wishes,
believe me to be,

Sinocerely yours,

Hember of Congress




