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Vacant since 2008, the 

building on 315 Elm Street 

– which most recently held 

Mighty Moe’s – will soon be 

in business again.

In late July, Youngstown 

State University trustees ap-

proved leasing the building 

to Pamela VonBergen to in-

stall a Hot Head Burrito res-

taurant. 

“When we received 

the offer from Pamela, we 

quickly realized that would 

EH� D� JRRG� ÀW�µ� VDLG� *HRUJH�
Morgione, YSU’s associate 

general council.

VonBergen is already the 

owner of the Subway restau-

rants located on West Rayen 

Avenue and Federal Place in 

Youngstown.

“[VonBergen] has a viable 

business at Subway and she 

has a good business plan, so 

,�WKLQN�LW·V�JRLQJ�WR�GR�ZHOO�µ�
said John Hyden, director of 

facilities. 

The lease is in the process 

RI� EHLQJ� ÀQDOL]HG� E\� ERWK�

STEVE WILAJ
scwilaj@student.ysu.edu

Hot Head 
added to 
YSU campus

Youngstown State Univer-

sity has utilized the summer 

months to upgrade the school’s 

buildings and facilities.  While 

a lot of renovation projects 

were completed this summer, 

<68·V�IDFLOLWLHV�RIÀFH�KDV�VDLG�
that there is always work to be 

done.

These summer construction 

and renovation projects cost 

the university $8.2 million to 

complete.

Most projects on campus 

were conducted for mainte-

nance purposes. Utility tunnels 

underneath Kilcawley Center’s 

loading dock were repaired, el-

evators in Cushwa Hall, Bliss 

Hall and Maag Library were 

updated, and concrete in the 

center of campus was replaced.   

Jack Fahey, vice president 

of student affairs, said that it 

is a regular practice to make 

repairs during the summer be-

cause facilities have the low-

est usage during these months. 

Fahey is pleased with the prog-

ress.

“We have many millions 

of dollars of deferred main-

tenance and it is a goal of the 

university to try to catch up 

on those needs in priority or-

GHU�µ� )DKH\� VDLG�� ´2YHUDOO�� ,�
think our YSU staff and the 

construction contractors did a 

good job of getting a lot done 

RYHU�D�VKRUW�WLPH�SHULRG�µ
 Richard White, YSU’s as-

sociate director of plan con-

struction, expressed pride in 

the work completed during the 

summer months.

“What we did this summer 

ZDV�D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�µ�:KLWH�VDLG��
“We kind of pushed ourselves, 

and we’re proud of how it 

WXUQHG�RXW�µ����
While most projects were 

completed for maintenance 

purposes, other changes 

around campus aimed to en-

hance the university’s aesthet-

ics. Improvements were made 

to the interior design of Cush-

wa Hall, DeBartolo Hall, and 

Kilcawley House.    

White and Fahey both hope 

these changes will appeal to 

students.

“Take a walk through Cush-

ZD� QRZ�� ,W·V� QLJKW� DQG� GD\�µ�
White said. “[Cushwa and De-

Bartolo] are going to look re-

ally nice when you have poten-

tial students walking through 

with their parents.  [These 

renovations] will certainly be 

a factor when they’re making 

WKHLU�FROOHJH�GHFLVLRQ�µ
Fahey said renovations 

ZLOO�EHQHÀW�FXUUHQW�VWXGHQWV�DV�
well.

“The recent Cushwa and 

DeBartolo projects are ex-

amples of the university try-

ing to improve its facilities to 

enhance our students’ expe-

rience. The recent improve-

ments in Kilcawley House 

and in the various dining areas 

around campus are a direct re-

VSRQVH� WR� VSHFLÀF� VWXGHQW� LQ-

SXW�µ�)DKH\�VDLG���

White indicated that fur-

ther upgrades and repairs are 

scheduled for the future.  Work 

on campus elevators will con-

tinue over winter break, and 

maintenance on the roofs of 

Ward Beecher Hall and Moser 

Hall are expected to begin in 

the coming months. 

YSU updates facilities over summer
FRANK GEORGE
ftgeorge@student.ysu

Robberies around campus

Students study in the newly renovated lounge in DeBartolo Hall. The renovations were part of a $8.2 million 

project that spanned four buildings across YSU’s campus. Photo by Frank George/ The Jambar.

FRANK GEORGE
ftgeorge@student.ysu.edu

Four Youngstown State University students fell victim to 

a slew of armed robberies on the city’s north side between 

Aug. 17-22. Though the crimes occurred off campus, the 

YSU Police Department has made catching the perpetrators 

a top priority. 

The robberies took place north of campus between on 

Broadway Street, Norwood Avenue and Alameda Avenue. 

Many YSU students reside in this area.  

According to Youngstown City Police reports, the suspects 

are two black males around 5 feet 9 inches in height and be-

tween the ages of 15 and 20. 

John Monroe, the victim of a robbery on Aug. 18, said he 

had left a friend’s house to check his phone that was charging 

in his car when two masked men tapped on his window.

´0\�ÀUVW�WKRXJKW��¶ZKDW�LV�WKDW�WKLQJ�>WKH�VXVSHFW·V�JXQ@"·µ�
0RQURH�VDLG��´,PPHGLDWHO\� IROORZLQJ� WKDW� >WKRXJKW@�� ¶+RO\�
VKLW�·�+DQGV�JR�XS�LQ�WKH�DLU��$IWHU�WKDW�,�ZDV�RQ�DXWRSLORW�µ�

Monroe said the men proceeded to take the money from 

his wallet and his car keys. Monroe then contacted the police.  

“I ran into the house told everyone I was robbed and called 

����µ�KH�VDLG�����
Police Chief John Beshara said he hopes to put an end to 

these robberies. 

“I am glad no one’s been hurt yet, physically, and I hope 

WR�FDWFK�WKHVH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�DV�VRRQ�DV�ZH�FDQ�µ�%HVKDUD�VDLG�
The YSUPD still patrols campus, but has also increased 

KRXUV� RI� SDWURO�� VWRSSHG� YHKLFOHV� IRU� WUDIÀF� YLRODWLRQV� DQG�
WDONHG�WR�SHRSOH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�LQ�WKH�DUHD�QRUWK�RI�&DPSXV��%H-
VKDUD�GHHPHG�WKLV�SROLFLQJ�PHWKRG�´WDUJHWHG�SDWURO�µ

“Well, we are reacting by putting more man power in that 

ORFDWLRQ�µ�%HVKDUD�VDLG��´:H�ZDQW�WR�FDWFK�WKHVH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�
DQG�NHHS�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�VDIH��7KDW·V�RXU�SULPDU\�JRDO�µ

Both Beshara and Monroe extended safety advice to the 

Students fell victim to four robberies that occurred at 

these locations north of campus between Saturday, 

August 17 and Thursday, August 22.

96)),90,:�
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Since Chartwells was cho-
sen as Youngstown State Uni-
versity’s food service provider 
in early May, the switch from 
Sodexo to Chartwells has gone 
“very well,” said John Young,                      
director of Kilcawley Center.

&KDUWZHOOV� RIÀFLDOO\� EH-
gan operations at YSU on 
July 1 and, with the exception 
RI� -DPED� -XLFH� LQ� .LOFDZOH\�
Center, all of the dining op-
tions under Chartwells will 
RSHQ�ZLWK�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�IDOO�
classes.  

“The only place that is not 
RSHQLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� ÀUVW� GD\� RI�

VFKRRO�ZLOO�EH�WKH�-DPED�-XLFH�
location,” Young said. “That 
was kind of the understanding 
from the start.”

Young said Chartwells’ 
willingness to work with the 
SUHYLRXV� GLQLQJ� VWDII� FRQWULE-
uted to the smooth transition.

“We were lucky that Chart-
wells had retained and given 
opportunities to the existing 
employees and management 
staff,” he said. “A lot of them 
already had the knowledge of 
campus in the areas they are 
working in.”

This allowed for a quicker 
changeover, Young added. 

“They weren’t really start-
ing from scratch in regards to 
hiring and training new em-

ployees,” he said. “So that’s 
EHHQ�YHU\�KHOSIXO�µ

While there is no set date, 
-DPED� -XLFH� LV� H[SHFWHG� WR�
RSHQ� ZLWKLQ� WKH� ÀUVW� WZR�
weeks of school, Young said.

“But everything else – in-
cluding the Christman dining 
hall and the new Innovation 
Kitchen, which is the Pete’s 
Place restaurant – is scheduled 
to open,” he said.

Christman Dining Com-
mons opened on Saturday to 
accommodate students mov-
ing into the residential houses.

Also, Cushwa Hall recently 
underwent renovations, caus-
LQJ� VOLJKW� VHWEDFNV� IRU� WKH�
EXLOGLQJ·V� GLQLQJ� DUHD�� +RZ-
ever, Young doesn’t expect 

DQ\�SUREOHPV�
“They are working at a fast 

pace to complete all those,” he 
said. “Some of those renova-
tions are kind of holding us up 
in regards to getting that café 
location set up. But as long as 
they complete all those tasks 
down there and give us time to 
get set up, that will open with 
the start of school.”

Other new eateries – along 
ZLWK�-DPED�-XLFH�DQG�,QQRYD-
tion Kitchen – include Chop’d 
& Wrap’d and 2Mato in the 
KC Food Court and Mondo 
6XEV�LQ�7KH�+XE��

“I think it’s pretty neat,” 
freshman Kathryn Kessler 
said. “I like how we have a 
-DPED� -XLFH� FRPLQJ� LQ� DQG��

overall, I think we have a lot 
of different and good options.”

Meanwhile, Dunkin Do-
QXWV�LQ�7KH�+XE�DQG�'HQQ\·V�
Fresh Express in the KC Food 
Court are two eateries that car-
ry over from Sodexo and will 
open with the start of classes.

Under the new Chartwells 
agreement, Chick-Fil-A is 
VFKHGXOHG� WR� EH� LQVWDOOHG� LQ�
Pete’s Place and open in year 
two, replacing Innovation 
Kitchen.

“I like the food options this 
year,” said Lexi Brandt, junior. 
´7KHUH� VHHPV� WR� EH� KHDOWKLHU�
places and more places. Even 
&KULVWPDQ�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�EHWWHU�
and have more food options.”

 Transition to Chartwells smooth
STEVE WILAJ
scwilaj@student.ysu.edu

WASHINGTON — The 
United States will enter a 
state of war with Syria if 
FUXLVH� PLVVLOHV� VWDUW� Á\LQJ��
no matter what the operation 
is called.

War, in turn, will legally 
empower Syria to act in self-
defense; perhaps in some un-
expected ways.

But while a U.S.-led at-
tack appears increasingly 
likely, the legal underpin-
nings for lethal action remain 
DPELJXRXV�� &RQJUHVV� ZRQ·W�
formally declare war. The 
last time it did that was 1941, 
when America entered World 
War II.

Lawmakers might con-
sider authorizing force after 
they return from summer 
UHFHVV� 6HSW�� ��� EXW� PLVVLOHV�
FRXOG� HDVLO\� ODXQFK� EHIRUH�
then. Russian or Chinese re-
VLVWDQFH� FRXOG� EORFN� 8QLWHG�
Nations Security Council ap-
proval.

All of which add to the 
complications now confront-
ing the White House.

“The president and his 
FORVH�DGYLVHUV�WDON�D�ORW�DERXW�
international law,” Mary El-
len O’Connell, a professor of 
international law at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, said 
in an interview Monday, “so 
I don’t see how the president 
can ignore that now without 
VHHPLQJ�WR�EH�K\SRFULWLFDO�µ

7KH� 2EDPD� DGPLQLVWUD-
tion, though, has already 
shown a willingness to dance 
around legal restraints.

In March 2011, for in-
stance, U.S. ships and war-
SODQHV�EHJDQ�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�
an international air assault on 
/LE\D��7KH�8�6��FRQWULEXWLRQ�
to the six-month-long cam-
paign included cruise mis-
VLOHV��GURQH�VWULNHV��ERPEHUV��
ÀJKWHUV� DQG�PRUH��1RQHWKH-
less, the State Department’s 
top legal adviser insisted 
the actions didn’t amount to 
´KRVWLOLWLHV�µ�D�OHJDOO\�VLJQLÀ-
cant term.

Using logic that could 
recur with Syria, then-legal 
adviser Harold Koh told a 
skeptical Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee in June 
2011 that the “limited expo-
sure for U.S. troops, limited 
risk of serious escalation and 
… limited military means” 
PHDQW� WKH� /LE\DQ� FDPSDLJQ�
didn’t amount to hostile ac-
WLRQ��$V�D� UHVXOW��2EDPD�DV-
serted that he didn’t have to 
comply with the War Pow-
ers Resolution’s require-
PHQW� WKDW� 8�6�� WURRSV� EH�
withdrawn within 60 days of 
the start of hostilities unless 

Congress authorizes action.
“ ‘Hostilities’ is an am-

ELJXRXV� WHUP� RI� DUW�µ� .RK�
WHVWLÀHG�

6HQ��%RE�&RUNHU� RI�7HQ-
QHVVHH�� WKH� UDQNLQJ� 5HSXE-
lican on the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, coun-
tered at the time that the ad-
ministration was “sticking a 
stick in the eye of Congress.”

On Monday, speaking 
on MSNBC, Corker said he 
EHOLHYHV� D� 8�6�� ´UHVSRQVH�
is imminent” on Syria and 
DGGHG� WKDW� KH� EHOLHYHV� DG-
PLQLVWUDWLRQ� RIÀFLDOV� SUH-
paring for what he called a 
“surgical” military operation 
in the Middle Eastern nation 
of more than 22 million “do 
not need an authorization, 
EXW�,�KRSH�WKH\�ZLOO�FRPH�IRU�
one.”

The War Powers Resolu-
tion permits the president to 

introduce U.S. forces into 
hostile action with a congres-
sional declaration of war, 
a congressional authoriza-
tion for use of force or in 
the event of a foreign attack 
on the United States or its 
forces. Once hostilities start, 
presidents have 60 days to 
DFW�EHIRUH�WKH\�HLWKHU�UHPRYH�
the troops or get congressio-
nal approval.

In the international arena, 
two circumstances generally 
permit war making: national 
self-defense and action au-
WKRUL]HG�E\�WKH�8�1��6HFXULW\�
Council.

Self-defense doesn’t 
apply in the Syrian case, 
2·&RQQHOO�VDLG��EHFDXVH�´WKH�
use of chemical weapons 
within Syria is not an armed 
attack on the United States.”

Security Council autho-
rization of international ac-

tion requires the support of 
QLQH�PHPEHU�QDWLRQV�RQ� WKH�
���PHPEHU�SDQHO��+RZHYHU��
DQ\� RI� WKH� ÀYH� SHUPDQHQW�
PHPEHUV�� ZKLFK� LQFOXGH�
China and Russia as well as 
the United States, can veto 
any proposed action. That 
seems likely in the case of 
Syria.

“Using force without the 
approval of the U.N. Securi-
ty Council is a very grave vi-
olation of international law,” 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov told reporters 
Monday at a Moscow news 
conference.

,Q� ������ 5XVVLD� EORFNHG�
U.N. Security Council sup-
port for military action in 
Kosovo, in the former Yu-
goslavia. The United States 
and other NATO countries, 
nonetheless, undertook a 78-
day air war that ended with 

the withdrawal of Yugoslav 
forces.

Russia also resisted a 2003 
Bush administration push for 
a key Security Council reso-
lution targeting Iraq. As with 
Kosovo, the U.S.-led war 
proceeded regardless of the 
council’s inaction.

“The U.N. Security Coun-
cil is not the sole custodian 
of what is legal and appro-
priate,” Council on Foreign 
Relations President Richard 
Haas said Monday, adding 
that the legitimacy of a U.S.-
led attack “would rest on 
the case that Syria’s use of 
chemical weapons violated 
international law.”

Firing missiles at enemies usually 
doesn’t produce a declaration of war

MICHAEL DOYLE
McClatchy Washington  
Bureau  
(MCT)
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LICENSED AND INSPECTED 
BIG HOUSES, SMALL PRICES
Nice 4-bedroom homes for your 

group. Includes all utilities,

Appliances, ADT, cable & internet. 

From $425.00 per

Person. Call Chris 330-743-7368

6;/,9
Looking for a Temple in which to 

celebrate Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur? Call Congregation 

Rodef Sholom just off Fifth 

Avenue, 330-744-5001!

Guaranteed on campus parking 

for entire year for one student 

in exchange for occasional 

handyman help. Average 3-4 

hours a week at $10 an hour. 

References. Call Ruth at 330-

423-0516.

For sale: guitar and case $95. 

Baritone yuke and case $75.  

Very old guitar?  $. Call Ruth at 

330-423-0516.

YSU students set 
award record at 
2013 MathFest

Eleven math students from 
Youngstown State University 
attended the 2013 MathFest in 
Hartford, Conn. earlier in Au-
gust.  At MathFest, students are 
judged for their presentations 
given on their research.  The 
YSU team brought home six 
awards this year – breaking the 
UHFRUG�RI�ÀYH�SUHYLRXVO\�VHW�E\�
YSU teams in 2005 and 2006.  
No other schools attending 
MathFest have ever won more 
than three awards.

YSU planetarium 

to rock again
The popular rock n’ roll 

laser shows from earlier in 
the year will once again be at 
Youngstown State University’s 
Planetarium.  The shows fea-
ture the sounds of many artists 
– including Led Zepplin and the 
Beatles – and will be free; a $1 
donation would be appreciated.  
The shows will run on Friday, 
Sept. 20 and Saturday, Sept 21.

YSU Metro College 
provides foreign 
language classes

The Youngstown State Uni-
versity Metro College in Board-
man is offering foreign lan-
guage courses for both parents 
and children.  There are eight 
classes total – four for begin-
ners or those looking for a re-
fresher and four for parents and 
K-4 children to learn together.  
Languages offered are Arabic, 
French, Italian and Spanish.  
Call YSU Metro College at 330-
941-2465 for more information.

Graduate student’s 
research receives 

special recognition
Louis Gallo, a Youngstown 

State University graduate stu-
dent studying American Stud-
ies, presented his research at the 
2013 Annual Meeting of the As-
sociation for Documentary Edit-
ing in Ann Arbor, Mich.  Gallo’s 
research focuses on documents 
of the Sutliff family of Warren, 
Ohio – most of which are cor-
respondence between Sutliff 
family members and prominent 
ÀJXUHV�LQ�WKH�DEROLWLRQLVW�PRYH-
ment.  Gallo presented a poster 
that will be featured on the ADE 
website and newsletter.

Stolen Car
On August 16, Campus Po-

lice received word of a stolen 
vehicle. A young female was 
found driving the stolen car 
with a young man and two other 
young women as passengers. 
The driver was also charged 
with operating a vehicle without 
a license. 

Felony Drug 
Possession

On August 15, a Campus 
3ROLFH�RIÀFHU�FRQGXFWHG�D� WUDI-
ÀF� VWRS� RQ�:LFN�$YHQXH� QHDU�
the eastbound service road. The 
driver was placed under arrest 
and was charged with posses-
sion of crack cocaine and head-
lights required. 

Ice Castle 
Trespassing

On August 15, a Campus 
3ROLFH� RIÀFHU� LVVXHG� WZR� PHQ�
trespass warnings. Around noon 
witnesses informed dispatch the 
men were climbing a wall to en-
ter the stadium.

Young Woman 
Under Suspension

On August 13 at 5:38 p.m., 
Campus Police observed a car 
run a stop sign on Madison Av-
enue. The driver was issued a ci-
tation for operating the vehicle 
XQGHU�D�ÀQDQFLDO�VXVSHQVLRQ�DQG�
IRU�GLVREH\LQJ�D�WUDIÀF�VLJQ�

5,>:�)90,-:

7630*,�)90,-:
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Be There
Donate Plasma and Save a Life Today

Please help us help those coping with rare, 
chronic, genetic diseases.

New donors can receive $40 today and 
$80 this week! 

New donors will receive a $10.00 bonus on 
their 2 nd donation with this ad.

Ask about our Specialty Programs!

Must be 18 years or older, have valid I.D. 
along with proof of SS# and local residency.

Walk-ins Welcome. 

Wireless Internet Available. 

Book your appointments online at 
www.biotestplasma.com

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Biotest Plasma Center

444 Martin Luther King Blvd. 
Youngstown, OH 44502

330-743-1317

www.biotestplasma.com

parties, Morgione said. 
Once it is completed, Mor-
gione estimated it would 
take 60 to 90 days before 
Hot Head opens.

“We are very close to 
having the lease document 
approved by both sides,” he 
said. “We’re probably look-
ing at a couple months here 
before it opens.”

According to the con-
tract, the lease is for 10 
years at $30,000 per year. 
It can be renewed for addi-
WLRQDO� WKUHH�ÀYH�\HDU� WHUPV�
DIWHU�WKH�ÀUVW����\HDUV�

Hot Head Burrito is a 
quick-service Mexican 
food restaurant that offers 
the option to dine in. The 
franchise recently opened 
locations in Austintown, 
Boardman, and Hermitage, 
Pa. 

Hyden said the building 
would be renovated before 
reopening.

“We’re going to be put-
ting a new roof on it,” he 
said. “The only other signif-
icant repair is there’s some 
broken and damaged glass. 
Also, the dumpster enclo-
sure needs to be replaced 
and the parking lot will be 
resealed.”

Already on YSU’s cam-
pus is the Mexican food 
restaurant Coyoacan Mexi-
can Grill. While Morgione 
realizes the similarities, he 
doesn’t expect any prob-
lems.

“I think they have dif-
ferent enough offerings and 
several differences between 
the two,” he said. “There’s 
always competition in any 
market – that’s common in 
the food service industry.”

/6;�/,(+
7(.,��

Vacant since 2008, the former Mighty Moe’s building on Elm Street will soon be re-opened as a Hot Head Bur-

rito restaurant. Photo by Steve Wilaj/The Jambar. 
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Although singing at St. 

Peter’s Basilica in Vatican 

City may seem like a dream 

for some, Emily Alcorn, 

Youngstown State Univer-

sity vocal music education 

senior, can say that dream is 

her reality.

Over the summer, Alcorn 

resided in Italy for a month 

and a half, partaking in two 

different summer workshops 

in which she performed in an 

Italian opera and sang with 

the Vatican Choir during a 

mass at St. Peter’s Basilica.

Growing up, Alcorn dis-

covered her passion for sing-

ing in kindergarten, when 

she began to sing every 

Thursday night in her youth 

choir at St. Luke’s Catholic 

Church in Boardman.

Veronica Ceraolo, choir 

director at St. Luke’s, said 

the church is in awe when-

ever Alcorn lent her voice 

during Mass.

“Last Christmas, while 

she cantered, you could have 

heard a pin drop,” Ceraolo 

said. “I had tears in my eyes. 

I’m looking forward to see-

ing her do great things.”

Ceraolo also said that Al-

corn would always lend a 

hand at the church when it 

came to music, sometimes 

offering her talents on the 

hand bells as well as the vio-

lin.

“She’s never said ‘no’ to 

me ever,” Ceraolo said. “She 

is a very driven young lady 

and there is no doubt in my 

mind that she will do great 

things.”

Alcorn began her Italian 

adventure on June 1 where 

she studied at Opera Orviteo, 

an international summer 

study program designed to 

give students the opportunity 

to appreciate the Italian cul-

ture as well as perform in an 

opera in the heart of Orviteo, 

Italy.

Alcorn said Opera Or-

viteo was an experience she 

will never forget.

“We performed Mozart’s 

‘Le Nozze di Figaro’, which 

translates to the Marriage of 

Figaro,” she said. “ I played 

Cherubino whom is one of 

the leads.”

Alcorn also said the role 

of Cherubino was the comic 

relief in the opera and is also 

considered a pants role — a 

role where a woman depicts 

a young boy.

After her performance in 

“Le Nozze di Figaro” at Or-

viteo, Alcorn traveled to As-

sisi, Italy where she would 

take part in the Assisi Per-

forming Arts Festival. There, 

she performed with the Vati-

can Choir during a mass at 

St. Peter’s Basilica.

Alcorn said that while she 

was competing in a Classi-

cal Singer Magazine com-

petition this past spring, 

VRPHRQH� LQ� KHU� ÀUVW� URXQG�
audition heard her sing and, 

shortly after, contacted As-

sisi to recommend her to the 

summer program.

“I originally had plans to 

study at Opera Orviteo, but 

when I found out about [As-

sisi], I couldn’t say no,” she 

said. “It really didn’t register 

until about the second week. 

I’ll never forget that experi-

ence.”

Alcorn said the highlight 

of her trip had to be singing 

with the Vatican Choir in St. 

Peter’s Basilica.

“I just couldn’t believe it 

was happening,” she said. 

“It was truly an experience 

that could take your breath 

away.”

Misook Yun, YSU vocal 

performance professor and 

mentor to Alcorn, the one to 

suggest the Italian programs.

“I happened to know the 

head of Orivteo and they 

were looking for someone to 

play Cherubino,” Yun said. 

´,� ORRNHG�DW�KHU�DQG�ÀJXUHG�
she would be perfect for the 

role.”

Yun also said she couldn’t 

be more proud of Alcorn’s 

accomplishments, especially 

since she has been studying 

privately with her since high 

school.

“If I ask her to do one 

thing she will go beyond 

what I tell her to do,” Yun 

said. “She does this with her 

music too. She always takes 

it to the next level.”

Alcorn said she is thank-

ful to have Yun as a mentor.

“She really pushed me to 

go past anything,” she said. 

“I never would have thought 

in a million years I’d be sing-

ing at the Vatican.”

Buona fortuna, Emily Alcorn

TAYLOR PHILLIPS
tayloraphillips92@gmail.com

Emily Alcorn, Youngstown State University senior, sang with the Vatican choir this 
past summer in Vatican City, Italy. Photo courtesy of Emily Alcorn.

As the semester of Fall 

2013 begins, many new faces 

will be seen roaming around 

YSU’s campus. Penguin 

Boot Camp, the theme for 

this year’s Welcome Week, 

offers new students many 

different services to help 

them adjust to campus life. 

Welcome Week is full of 

activities and orientation 

services, spanning from 

August 17-30. 

On August 19, incoming 

students are able to meet with 

sororities and fraternities, 

explore the Andrews 

Recreation and Wellness 

Center and the Maag Library, 

watch free outdoor movies 

and go on campus tours. 

Welcome Week is in its 

third year, and senior peer 

mentor Linda Crosby said 

that the turnout is better than 

ever.

“More people know about 

it, and that draws crowds,” 

Crosby said. “We have so 

many activities planned this 

year that we haven’t had 

before. New students get a 

real taste of how much fun 

campus life is.”

$XJXVW� ������ ZDV� ÀOOHG�
with even more activities to 

create a fun atmosphere for 

the returning students. With 

Rookery Radio providing 

tunes all around campus, 

students were able to attend 

meet and greets, karaoke, 

“Just Dance” parties, 

participate in Build-A-

Penguin, and experience the 

YHU\�ÀUVW�\HDU�RI�<68·V�]LS�
line.

“We wanted to bring 

something new for the 

students, and this gives them 

a little taste of the air,” Erin 

Driscoll, director of student 

activities and Greek Life, 

said. 

The zip line was YSU’s 

biggest attraction from 

Penguin Boot Camp. The 

large portable zip line 

machine was set up close 

to Jimmy John’s by the 

Williamson College of 

Business and Administration. 

Students lined up to climb 

the steps to the top of the 

zip line machine, where they 

would be strapped in and sent 

gliding down to the bottom.

Incoming freshman 

Nicolette Pizzuto said she 

found Penguin Boot Camp 

extremely helpful and 

entertaining.

“I liked having someone 

there to help me look for my 

FODVVHV�DQG�ÀJXUH�RXW�WKLQJV�
IRU� WKH� ÀUVW� GD\�µ� VKH� VDLG��
“I also loved the activities; I 

got to meet new people and 

do some activities that were 

really out of the ordinary.”

Driscoll said that she 

witnessed a really positive 

response from the students 

and staff concerning 

Welcome Week.

“Kids are taking advantage 

of this opportunity,” she 

said. “They are setting the 

stage of being successful 

and seeing that there are a 

lot of opportunities to get 

involved.”

Penguins were getting 

the most informative and 

entertaining week, said 

Carrie Anderson, coordinator 

of student activities.

“It was a great combination 

of all things,” Anderson said. 

“A little bit of education, but 

with some fun added to it.”

Welcome Week will wrap 

XS�LWV�ÀQDO�GD\�RQ�$XJXVW����
with a game of Quidditch, 

Party on the Plaza, and other 

similar activities. 

Penguin Welcome Week

ends confusion and draws crowds
GABRIELLE FELLOWS
gabbymfellows@gmail.com

YSU student Jordan Edgell, was one of the 140 
students who participated in the welcome week 
zipline. Photo by Taylor Phillips/ The Jambar.
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Shock! Horror!
The entire world was 

brought to its knees this week-
end by a controversial and 
groundbreaking performance 
by Billy Rae Cyrus’s daugh-
ter at the MTV Video Music 
awards!

Sex! Music! OMG!
The whole of the connected 

world was stunned, fright-
ened, empowered and aroused 
by the sight of the feisty young 
lady, who used to be on a Dis-
ney TV show or something, 
performing her new song with 
suggestive and explicit dance 
moves! 

She’s making headlines to-
day, some saying that her per-
formance gave all human be-
ings between the ages of 8 and 
80 an “Achy Breaky Heart”!

There was backlash from 
some groups — probably 
about the cynical sexualiza-
tion of a former role model, or 
something.

I for one, (support/con-
demn) Ms. Montana for the 
performance. By expressing 
(her own/her record compa-
nies idea of what is her sale-
able) sexuality, she has shown 
the world — nay, the universe 
— that she is (an independent 
and strong person/a crash-
ing bore) and that this year’s 
VMAs (belonged to her/were 
entirely redundant and ir-
relevant to the lives of most 
people).

What’s more... it’s a hard 
industry in which to... inap-
propriate... MTV... 2013...

Sigh.
I can’t do it. I can’t make 

myself care. I’m aiming for 
sensation, but I keep running 
into tepid indifference.

Maybe I’m out of touch. I 
mean, I am a bit older than the 
ideal demographic. It wasn’t 
meant for me, was it? 

Let’s take a look at my 
weekend. On Saturday, I met 
with my bank manager to 
discuss mortgages. Later that 
evening, I rented “Hotel Tran-
sylvania” and watched it with 
my kids whilst eating Doritos 
— the ranch ones. I liked it 
MXVW�ÀQH�

On Sunday, I went to an ex-
hibition at the Butler Art Mu-
seum. The Butler is featuring 
the work of Time magazine 
photographer and Youngstown 
native John Wendle. Brilliant. 
You should check it out.

Oh, and I went grocery 
shopping. 

So yeah, I probably am a bit 
out of touch with the “youth.”

I’ve been aware for a while 
that as the years pass, my per-
spective is slowly shifting fur-
ther and further away from the 
bright-eyed optimism of my 
teens and twenties. 

I miss the naiveté some-
times. It would be nice to go 
back to being sixteen and see-
ing the world as a playground 
again, with MTV as my guide 
to what was worth paying at-
tention to.

But would my 16 year-old 
self buy into all of this? I’m 
not convinced. I think that 
even me at 16 I would have 
wrinkled my nose and called 
it nonsense. MTV taught me 
about Nirvana and Mudhney 
and, like, disaffected cyni-
cism, you know? Whatever. 
MTV was raw then. It meant 
something, right?

And I’ve noticed a distinc-
tion between what I’ve read 
online about the Miley Cyrus 
performance and what people 
are actually saying about the 
Miley Cyrus performance. 
Google searches provide 
me with Sensational! Vapid! 
Headlines! but when I hear 
people speak about it in real 
life, the consensus is a shrug. 

So was anyone really 
shocked by it? Or are we be-
ing told we are shocked by it?

There was a period of my 
life when music meant ev-
erything to me. I thought The 
Answer could be found in a 
Hundred Reasons lyric sheet, 
or a Dashboard Confessional 
chord change. 

I thought I was aware of 
when I was being manipu-
lated. I was suspicious when 
the TV told me to care about 
something that I thought was 
silly. 

Here’s the rub. Despite my 
perceived integrity then, and 
my awareness now, I still buy 
into it all subconsciously. And 
so do you, probably.

Here’s why.
I should have been writing 

about John Wendle’s photog-

raphy at the Butler, about his 
evocative, emotional portrayal 
RI� FRQÁLFW� WKDW� EURXJKW� KRPH�
some stark realities of vio-
lence and calm and survival 
in Afghanistan, a nation I will 
never see with my own eyes. 
But instead, I found myself 
writing about this.

My opinion is that I’m dis-
interested and embarrassed to 
be speaking about it. But that’s 
still having a conversation 
about it, no? 

So I’m buying in, MTV. 
I’m talking about it. You win. I 
clicked on the video. I watched 
your ads and I watched your 
content. And, in the same way 
I watched your programming 
when I was a kid, I remain 
your greatest asset. Because 
whether I love or hate or am 
indifferent to the circus of 
your industry, I still watch and 
comment, which means that 
I’m still there when the ads 
roll. 

Advertisers will pay a lot 
for that sort of attention.

Opinion 708.27.13

The Jambar encourages letters to the  
editor. Submissions are welcome at thejambar@
gmail.com or by following the “Submit a Letter” 
link on thejambar.com. Letters should concern  
campus issues, must be typed and must not exceed 
500 words. Submissions must include the writer’s 
QDPH�DQG�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU�IRU�YHULÀFDWLRQ��DORQJ�
with the writer’s city of residence for printing. 
The Jambar does not withhold the names of guest  
commentators. Letters are subject to editing for 
spelling, grammar and clarity. Letters will not be 
rejected based on the views expressed in them. 
The editorial board reserves the right to reject  
commentaries and letters if they are not relevant to our  
readers, seek free publicity, fail to defend  
opinion with facts from reliable sources or if the 
editorial staff decides that the subject has been  
VXIÀFLHQWO\� DLUHG��7KH�HGLWRULDO�ERDUG�ZLOO� UHTXHVW�
a rewrite from the submitting writer based on these  
UHTXLUHPHQWV�� 7KH� -DPEDU� ZLOO� QRW� SULQW� OHWWHUV�
that are libelous, threatening, obscene or indecent. 
The views and opinions expressed in letters and  
commentaries on the opinion page do not necessar-
LO\�UHÁHFW� WKRVH�RI�7KH�-DPEDU�VWDII��(GLWRULDOV�GR�
QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� UHÁHFW� WKH� RSLQLRQV� RI� WKH� IDFXOW\��
staff or administration of YSU.

6<9�:0+,�7630*@
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Whenever something bad happens in 
the neighborhoods around Youngstown 
State — most recently a string of rob-
beries around Wick Park — it always 
VHHPV�WR�UHÁHFW�QHJDWLYHO\�RQ�WKH�XQL-
versity. That belief is not a stretch by 
any measure, but what we must remem-
ber is that the university is a separate 

part of the city from the areas around it. 
YSU’s campus is a notably safe area in 
the city of Youngstown.

According to the most recent An-
nual Campus Safety and Fire report re-
leased by the YSU Police Department, 
there were only seven violent crimes on 
YSU’s campus in 2011, the most recent 
\HDU� IRU� ZKLFK� ÀJXUHV� ZHUH� UHOHDVHG��
7KRVH�VHYHQ�FULPHV�ZHUH�ÀYH�EXUJODU-
ies, one aggravated assault and one rob-
bery. 

YSUPD recently found, through a 
survey of 586 YSU students, that 92.5 
percent of those polled feel safe on 
campus. Obviously, those results can’t 
speak to the entire student body but it 
can tell us this: that on the campus of 
our university, you are safe. Seven vio-
lent crimes among 14,617 students is 
not necessarily cause for concern.

However, we can’t ignore the fact 
that these recent robberies all happened 
to YSU students. What must be kept in 

mind, though, is that these robberies 
are not the fault of any shortcomings 
of campus safety. They are, more than 
likely, three separate incidents that just 
happened to target four YSU students in 
the area.  

Remember that the next time you 
hear about another YSU crime on the 
news; remember that YSUPD is patrol-
ling campus 24/7; remember that a few 
criminals and a few incidents do not 
represent the university as a whole.

Safer than it seems
EDITORIAL BOARD
thejambar@gmail.com

Miley shows the world her roar!

LEE MURRAY
leejamesmurray@gmail.com

In other news, brilliant local Time photojournalist 
featured at Butler Institute of American Art 

The United States didn’t de-
velop its great universities by re-
GXFLQJ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ� WR�HTXD-
tions of graduation rates and job 
placement. Yet on Thursday, the 
Obama administration revealed a 
plan that would push colleges in 
that very direction and could harm 
some of the students the president 
most wants to help.

The president’s proposal to 
make higher education “a better 
bargain” includes some strong el-
ements, especially a public rating 
system for colleges that will help 
students make thoughtful choices 
about which schools are best for 
them. By using the system, fami-
lies will have access to clear infor-
mation, consistent from school to 
school, about the full costs, avail-
DELOLW\�RI�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG��JUDGXDWLRQ�
rates and the earnings of alumni. 
They’ll discover that a higher tu-
ition price isn’t necessarily the 
best indicator of career success.

The ratings might persuade 

colleges to hold the line on prices 
as newly informed families are 
HPSRZHUHG� WR� PDNH� FRVW�EHQHÀW�
decisions. Right now, people can 
make a better-informed consumer 
decision about a $20 coffee maker 
than a $200,000 college educa-
tion.

Where the president’s proposal 
veers into reductionism, though, is 
E\�W\LQJ�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�ÀQDQ-
cial aid to those ratings. Students 
ZRXOG� ÀQG� IHGHUDO� ÀQDQFLDO� KHOS�
such as Pell grants easier to obtain 
at schools with higher graduation 
rates and postgraduate salaries, 
among other factors. The presi-
dent also will pressure states to 
tie their funding of public colleges 
and universities to the ratings. 
Gov. Jerry Brown proposed some-
thing like that for California’s 
four-year college systems, a de-
structive idea that was fortunately 
VTXDVKHG�LQ�WKH�/HJLVODWXUH�

6XFK� ÀQDQFLDO� VFKHPHV� FRXOG�
EDFNÀUH�RQ�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DOUHDG\�
face the biggest obstacles to a col-
lege education. It’s not hard for 
schools to lower their dropout 

rates. The cheap and easy way to 
accomplish this is by accepting 
the students most likely to gradu-
ate — the demographics of stu-
dents at high risk of dropping out 
are well known — and lowering 
academic standards so that almost 
QR�RQH�ÁXQNV��7KDW·V�QRW�JRRG�IRU�
anyone.

The Times recently published 
D� SURÀOH� RI� .DVKDZQ� &DPSEHOO��
a motivated, hardworking student 
at UC Berkeley. Campbell is a 
graduate of Los Angeles’ Jeffer-
son High, a school with abysmal 
test scores and lower standards 
WKDQ� VFKRROV� LQ�PRUH� DIÁXHQW� DU-
eas. Despite his high grades at Jef-
ferson, Campbell has been strug-
gling to hold on academically in 
college. We’re cheering for him. 
But under Obama’s blueprint, col-
leges would receive higher ratings 
³� DQG�PRUH� ÀQDQFLDO� DVVLVWDQFH�
— if they didn’t give students like 
Campbell a shot at their dream. 
That’s not a “better bargain” for 
the nation’s hopeful students.

Los Angeles Times 
(MCT)

Obama’s college ratings 
plan could backfire

Jambarthe
.com
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Sitting in the team classroom at St-
ambaugh Stadium, members of the 
Youngstown State University football team 
voted for captains on Sunday. 

The race was on. Each player votes for 
two offensive players and two defensive. 
Players can vote for themselves and coaches 
do not participate. 

After a day of counting, the Penguins an-
nounced their 2013 captains Tuesday. It is 
a nail-biting, down-to-the-wire race where 
four players are named. But this year was 
unique. Five guys received more than 40 
votes. Head Coach Eric Wolford decided to 
NHHS�WKH�H[WUD�SOD\HU�DQG�KDYH�ÀYH�FDSWDLQV�
when YSU opens the season against the 
University of Dayton on Thursday. 

“We’ve got to wrap our arms around 
these guys and take them where we want to 
go,” senior Dom Rich said. 

Kurt Hess

The senior quarterback broke the school 
record when he was named a captain for the 
third straight season and nobody was sur-
prised, not even Hess. 

“I was a little bit nervous, but I kind of 
just expected it,” he said. “I’ve been a leader 
all through training camp, I’ve been a leader 
all summer, and I hope that my team saw 
that. I’m glad that they picked me with the 
other guys because they’re all great lead-
ers.”

The fourth-year starter threw for 2,112 
yards last year — the lowest in his career, 
15 touchdowns and a career-low seven in-
terceptions. In three seasons, Hess has com-
piled 6,697 yards — second in team history, 
���WRXFKGRZQV��ÀUVW������LQWHUFHSWLRQV�DQG�
has not missed a game. 

+H� DOVR� UDQNV� ÀUVW� ZLWK� ������ SDVVLQJ�
yards per game, a 141.78 passer rating and 
18 200-yard passing games. 

“That’s another one of his records, but 
.XUW�ZLOO�EH�WKH�ÀUVW�WR�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�WKH�RQO\�
thing he’s worried about is postseason and 
championships,” Wolford said. “All of that 
stuff is great. You can talk about it when 
you’re 80 or 90, but Kurt wants to be in 
postseason play. He knows his career will 
EH�GHÀQHG�E\�JHWWLQJ�XV�EDFN�WR�SRVWVHDVRQ�
play and championship play.”

Jelani Berassa

It should be no surprise that the senior 
receiver is a captain, even though he missed 
all of 2012 with a torn anterior cruciate liga-
ment. 

“Jelani’s always been a leader,” Wolford 
said. “When we lost him last year, it was 
D� VLJQLÀFDQW� ORVV��:H�GLGQ·W�ZDQW� WR�PDNH�
that public necessarily, but he’s the heart 
and soul of that group right there. He’s been 
around a long time; he’s kind of like the 
grandpa.”

In 2011, Berassa caught 41 passes for 
552 yards and eight touchdowns. He has 
600 receiving yards and 41 receptions in his 
career. 

After practice on Wednesday, Berassa 
said he feels no pain in his leg and will be 
ready for the season opener. 

“I’m still making progress as the season 
goes on,” he said. “I’m going to keep on 
making progress. I’m going to keep on re-
habbing. It’s pretty good.”

Chris Elkins

When Hess and Berassa were announced 
DV�WKH�ÀUVW�WZR�RIIHQVLYH�FDSWDLQV��WKH�VHQLRU�
center didn’t think he had a chance. 

“I really wanted it,” Elkins said. “I was 
really nervous because we’ve only had 
four captains. Coach announced Kurt and 
-�%��ÀUVW��DQG�,�ZDV�OLNH�¶:RZ��7KDW�UHDOO\�
sucks.’ But it worked out all right.”

In 2012, Elkins was the lone YSU player 
WR�EH�QDPHG�ÀUVW�WHDP�$OO�0LVVRXUL�9DOOH\�
)RRWEDOO�&RQIHUHQFH�DQG�WKH�ÀUVW�VLQFH�%UDG�
Samsa in 2008. He started all 11 games at 
ULJKW�JXDUG�DQG�SOD\HG�HYHU\�09)&�VQDS�LQ�
seven of eight games. 

“We played him when he was a 250-lb. 
freshman out of Beaver Falls, and [I am] just 
proud of him,” Wolford said. “Nothing’s 
ever been handed to Chris. He’s a preseason 
All-American, and you wouldn’t know it by 
the way he acts or the things he does. He’s 
bashful, but he’s a great kid. Chris Elkins is 
going to be a success.”

Although Elkins is the center for the 
Penguins, he didn’t feel that way when his 
name was announced. 

“It was really calm,” he said. “We all got 
called up in front of the class. I kind of just 
zoned out. I don’t like being the center of 
attention.” 

Dom Rich

The senior linebacker enters his sec-
ond season as a YSU captain, and this year 
means more than last. 

“I was a captain last year as a junior, but 
this year being my senior year, that makes 
me more excited because it’s my last year,” 
Rich said. “I feel like me and these other 
guys have a real chance to lead these guys 
because we’ve been with the program for a 
while.”

Rich played three games in 2011 due to 
an injury but came back strong last year. He 
was named the HBK Special Teams Player 
of the Game in the 2011 season opener at 
0LFKLJDQ� 6WDWH� 8QLYHUVLW\�� ,Q� ������ 5LFK�
compiled 17 total tackles, nine solo and 2.5 
tackles for a loss. 

“Plagued by injuries early in his career,” 
Wolford said. “He worked, worked and 
worked at it. He persevered, and now all of a 
sudden he’s a captain on our football team.”

Rich said it is an honor being a captain 
again and takes pride in the fact that his 
teammates trust him. 

Donald D’Alesio

7KH� ÀIWK� DQG� ÀQDO� FDSWDLQ�� 'RQDOG�
D’Alesio, is the only non-senior in ju-
nior strong safety Donald D’Alesio. He 
joins Rich as a defensive captain, a player 
D’Alesio looks up to. 

“Those guys are going to look up to us,” 
D’Alesio said. “Dom was a captain last 
year. I know that I look up to him more than 
maybe some other guys on the team. We 
GHÀQLWHO\�KDYH�H[WUD�ZRUN�WR�GR�µ

D’Alesio played all 11 games as a fresh-
man in 2010 and made seven starts at safety. 
He compiled 69 total tackles and 41 solo 
tackles. 

+H�VWDUWHG�WKH�ÀUVW�WKUHH�JDPHV�LQ������
before suffering a season-ending shoulder 
surgery. D’Alesio was granted a medical 
redshirt and started all 11 games at free safe-
W\�DV�D�VRSKRPRUH�ODVW�\HDU��+H�ÀQLVKHG�ZLWK�
38 total tackles with 19 solos and 19 assists. 

“He’s basically another coach on the 
ÀHOG�µ� :ROIRUG� VDLG�� ´+H·V� YHU\� ZHOO� UH-
ceived by young kids because he knows 
ZKDW�KH·V�GRLQJ��DQG��NQRZV�ZKHUH�HYHU\-
body needs to be.”
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Five is be!er than four
Kicking  

into gear
  

The Youngstown State 
University soccer team 
opened its 2013 campaign 
with a 2-1 victory at Niag-
ara University on Friday. 
Senior Brittany Dowd 
scored a last-minute goal 
that lifted the Penguins. 
Freshman Rachel Hutton 
also scored for the Pen-
guins. After the victory, 
YSU fell at Canisius Col-
lege, 1-0, on Sunday. YSU 
opens its home season on 
Friday against the Univer-
sity of Toledo before trav-
eling to the University at 
Buffalo on Sunday. 

 

Basketball 
season  

already? 
 

The Youngstown State 
University men’s basket-
ball team announced its 
2013-14 schedule. The 
Penguins open with the 
Kennesaw State Tourna-
ment and will face Ken-
nesaw State University 
on Nov. 8. Other notable 
non-conference games 
include at Kent State Uni-
versity on Nov. 27 and at 
the University of Pitts-
burgh on Dec. 14. The 
Penguins open Horizon 
League play at the Uni-
YHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ�0LO-
waukee on Jan. 2. Their 
ÀUVW� +/� KRPH� JDPH� LV�
Jan. 13 against Cleveland 
State University. 

    

Cleveland’s  
newest 

back
 

Cleveland Browns run-
ning back and former 
Youngstown State Uni-
versity tailback Jamaine 
Cook saw action against 
the Indianapolis Colts on 
Saturday. In the Browns’ 
third preseason game, 
Cook ran two times for 
���\DUGV��+H�ÀQLVKHG�VHF-
ond on the team in rush-
ing yards and averaged 
5.5 per carry. Cook also 
caught three passes for  
24 yards. 

7KH�ÀYH�QHZ�<68�IRRWEDOO�FDSWDLQV��IURP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW��-XQLRU�VDIHW\�'RQDOG�'·$OHVLR��VHQLRU�OLQHEDFNHU�'RP�
5LFK��VHQLRU�FHQWHU�&KULV�(ONLQV��VHQLRU�TXDUWHUEDFN�.XUW�+HVV�DQG�VHQLRU�UHFHLYHU�-HODQL�%HUDVVD��ZHUH� 
DQQRXFHG�7XHVGD\�� Photo by Dustin Livesay/The Jambar. 
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B R I E F S

6HQLRUV�-HODQL�%HUDVVD��ULJKW��DQG�.XUW�+HVV��OHIW��UHVW�
DIWHU�:HGQHVGD\·V�SUDFWLFH�DW�6WDPEDXJK�6WDGLXP��
7KH�WZR�ZLOO�UHFRQQHFW�DIWHU�%HUDVVD�VXIIHUHG�D�
VHDVRQ�HQGLQJ�NQHH�LQMXU\�ODVW�\HDU��Photo by Dustin 

Livesay/The Jambar.

Senior quarterback, Kurt 
Hess, began his collegiate ca-
reer as an incoming freshman 
in 2009. He was redshirted, but 
made an impact in another fash-
ion. 

Hess helped senior receiver 
Jelani Berassa earn a spot. 

“He’s the reason I played 
as a freshman,” Berassa said. 
´0H� DQG� KLP� ZRXOG� JHW� LQWR�
the games and practice in the 
scrimmages our freshman year 
together. Ever since then we’ve 
been clicking. We’ve always 
been on time together. Five 
\HDUV�ZLWK�KLP�QRZ�LV�GHÀQLWHO\�
a blessing to have.”

The two got an opportunity 
together in 2010. Eric Wolford, 

the new Youngstown State Uni-
versity head coach, named Hess 
the starter. But Berassa suffered 
KLV�ÀUVW�VHDVRQ�HQGLQJ�NQHH�LQ-
jury during fall camp and was 
redshirted. 

,Q�������LW�ÀQDOO\�KDSSHQHG��
Hess entered his second season 
as the starting quarterback and 
Berassa played all 11 games. 
The combination combined 37 
times for 552 yards and eight 
touchdowns. 

As quickly as it started, it 
ended again. Berassa suffered 
another season-ending knee in-
jury during fall camp in 2012. 
+HVV� ÀQLVKHG� WKH� VHDVRQ� ZLWK�
career lows in passing yards 
��������� FRPSOHWLRQV� ������ DQG�
average passing yards per game 
������

Berassa’s injury may have 
also affected junior receiver 
Christian Bryan. An Honorable 

�0HQWLRQ� $OO�0LVVRXUL� 9DOOH\�
Football Conference as a fresh-
man in 2011, Bryan’s numbers 
dropped in 2012. 

In 2011, Bryan caught 46 
passes for 722 yards and six 
touchdowns. Last year, he 
caught 30 passes for 372 yards 
and three touchdowns. Berassa 
said he feels coming back could 
take pressure off Bryan and the 
other receivers. 

:KHQ� +HVV� DQG� %HUDVVD� À-
nally got a chance to practice 
during this summer, they didn’t 
miss a beat. 

“It’s great to have him back 
RQ� WKH� ÀHOG�µ� +HVV� VDLG�� ´,·YH�
WKURZQ�ZLWK�KLP�IRU�IRXU�RU�ÀYH�
years now. We’ve built a good 
relationship. I know where he’s 
going to be. When he’s healthy 
and when I’m healthy, we  
can click.”

Penguin Spotlight:  
One Last Time
Hess, Berassa reconnect their paths
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