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Doctor of Physical Therapy program 
incorporates group research

Handyman Negri to 
teach masterclass

Frank George
REPORTER

Joe Negri — a well-known 
actor, educator, composer and 
jazz musician — will return to 
Youngstown State University 
on April 12 to teach a master
class at Bliss Recital Hall. The 
free event is sponsored by the 
Dana Guitar Association and 
will emphasize jazz and musical 
improvisation.

Known for his role as Handy
man Negri in “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood,” the jazz guitar
ist didn’t begin his acting career 
until the show’s star and creator, 
Fred Rogers, asked him to join 
the cast.

“I knew [Rogers] from the 
Pittsburgh scene,” Negri said. 
“He asked me to be the handy
man, and if there is one thing I 
am not, it is handy.”

Even while starring as a 
regular cast member in the hit 
children’s TV show, Negri’s 
musical talents were featured 
in performances and duets 
with other characters in the 
Neighborhood of Make-Be
lieve. During this time, Negri 
was majoring in composition 
at Carnegie Mellon Univer
sity, and he went on to teach 
at Duquesne University, at the 
University of Pittsburgh and at 
his alma mater.

Negri’s interest in music be
gan in early childhood when, at 
only 3 years old, he sang and 
played the ukulele on the radio, 
and also appeared in various 
theater productions. He learned 
to play the guitar before age 10, 
and by 16, he was on the road, 
performing in bands.

“I can’t say I came from a 
musical family,” he said. “But 
there was always music around 
me.

Francois Fowler, a professor 
of guitar and the adviser to the 
Dana Guitar Association, said

he is honored to have Negri on 
campus.

“It’s absolutely amazing to 
see how much positive energy 
and passion [Negri] has for mu
sic and teaching. It’s very inspi
rational,” Fowler said. “He has 
so much knowledge and expe
rience in matters ranging from 
what it takes to be a professional 
performing musician, improvis
er, arranger and composer, ... 
and he is gracious and generous 
in sharing this vast knowledge 
with students.”

Fowler noted that many stu
dents who attended last year’s 
event remembered Negri from 
his TV career.

“I noticed many people were 
star-struck ... getting to meet 
a celebrity they remembered 
from ‘Mister Rogers’ Neighbor
hood,”’ he said.

Philip Monrean, a second- 
year music performance major 
and the vice president of the 
Dana Guitar Association, said 
he devotes his time to raising 
funds in order to bring musi
cians like Negri, a “world-class 
guitarist,” to the Youngstown 
area.

“I have so much to learn 
from him, both in guitar tech
nique and also in developing my 
musical improvisation skills,” 
he said.

This event will be Negri’s 
second visit to YSU.

“I am glad to be invited back 
again. That piade me feel really 
good,” Negri said. “I hope stu
dents can get a lot out of [the 
masterclass].”

Monrean said all students, 
not just guitarists, can enjoy Ne
gri’s visit.

“If the average Joe wants to 
attend, they will be in the pres
ence of a famous American 
icon, Handyman Negri,” Mon
rean said. “They will get to be 
in the presence of a great musi
cian who is not only entertain
ing through his music but also 
through his lively personality.”
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Tyler Williams
REPORTER

Last semester, the Doctor 
o f Physical Therapy program  
at Youngstown State Univer
sity began to use faculty-di
rected group research as part 
o f the curriculum  for second- 
year DPT students.

There are eight different 
research groups in the de
partm ent.

Nancy Landgraff, chair o f 
the physical therapy depart
m ent, said these projects will 
give students hands-on expe
rience in the field.

“This has some direction. 
I t’s going to go som ewhere,” 
she said.

Kenneth Learm an, an as
sociate professor o f physi
cal therapy, leads one of 
the projects, which inves
tigates the differences in 
balancing ability between 
stroke patients and con
trol patients who haven’t 
had a stroke.

Graduate student Alyson 
Ellis, one o f the co-investiga
tors, said the research group 
has already collected the data 
o f stroke patients and is w ork
ing on gathering the data of 
control patients.

“We can look at the data 
and see if there is any differ
ence,” she said.

Ellis is working with other 
m embers o f the departm ent 
on a textbook o f orthopedic 
cases, which will likely be 
published next year.

Landgraff, along with 
other faculty m em bers and 
six students, is launch
ing exercise program s for 
people with m ovem ent 
challenges.

“W e’ve trained ... exer
cise science students, [DPT] 
students and com m unity 
physical therapists to offer 
these group classes for peo
ple that have nowhere to go,” 
she said. “W hen patients 
don’t m ove around, ... they 
lose ground [mobility]. ... 
So, this gives them  a place to 
go to work out.”

Hannah Jefferson sings a Taylor Swift song during tryouts for a talent show that will be hosted 
by YSU 's chapter o f the American Marketing Association. Photo by Taylor Phillips/The Jambar.

YSU’s got talent
Justin Carissimo
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Dancers, singers, jugglers, bands and come
dians showed up to M onday’s talent show audi
tion night in Kilcawley Center’s Ohio Room. 
The main event, planned by Youngstown State 
University’s student chapter of the American 
Marketing Association, will be held in the 
Chestnut Room on April 11.

During an AM A meeting, Vice President 
Amy Perotta came up with the idea to create 
YSU’s own version of “America’s Got Talent.” 
Then, on Monday, AM A members set up a per
formance stage, stereos, a video camera and mi
crophones for contestants.

“We have one of the best art schools in the 
United States. We want to give local talents the 
opportunity to see some recognition,” Perotta 
said.

Drae Smith, a YSU student, will kick off 
the April 11 talent show with a hip-hop perfor
mance. Smith has shared the stage with national 
recording artists Wiz Khalifa, Machine Gun 
Kelly and Yelawolf.

Following Smith’s performance, the com
petition will showcase undergraduate students 
with various artistic talents.

Chad Zirafi, YSU senior and AM A presi
dent, said he didh’t think the talent show would 
come to fruition p  fast as it has.

“It all came together pretty quickly. We’re 
not being too selective as far as acts go. If you 
have an off-the-wall talent, you’re free to come 
audition for us,” Zirafi said.

AMA members also recruited judges to help 
facilitate the event. Nick Sainato, a YSU stu
dent and drummer of The Strange Familiar, will 
serve as the only student judge. Michael Pon- 
tikos, an instructor in the Williamson College 
of Business Administration, and Nancy Wolf
gang, an instructor from the College of Fine 
and Performing Arts, will help Sainato narrow 
down the list of contestants.

The panel of guest judges will evaluate par
ticipants, and winners will have the chance to 
win prizes donated by local businesses.

“We wanted other people that have back
ground within the arts and talent world to help 
judge with us,” Zirafi said. “We don’t want to 
offend or be unfair to participants performing.”

Zirafi said what first started as a simple 
brainstorm turned into an event that YSU stu
dents can become excited about.

Participants will be judged on overall skill, 
creativity and the audience’s reaction. The 
panel of judges will have the final contestants 
selected as early as Thursday.

Students enrolled in the Doctor o f Physical Therapy program at Y SU  teach an exercise class 
for com munity members with limited mobility. Photo courtesy o f the Y SU  Department o f 
Physical Therapy.

If  the projects are not fin
ished by the sem ester’s end, 
they will be passed on to next 
y ear’s class.

Graduate student M eghan

Teitz said these projects add 
a legacy to the program  that 
will benefit both current and 
future students.

“T hey’ve done a lot o f 
.

great work, and they work 
very closely with us to make 
sure ... that m om entum  
stays within the program ,” 
she said.



News
Play it safe in a zone of no judgment
Josh Medore
ASSISTANT MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

From 1998 to 2001, when Brian 
Wells was an undergrad at Youngstown 
State University, there was a “negative 
attitude” toward specific members of 
the campus community — namely those 
who displayed rainbow-colored Safe 
Zone signs on their office doors. How
ever, things have changed.

“It went from, ‘OK, is that person gay 
because they have a rainbow sticker on 
their door?’ to now — people pounding 
down our doors, going, ‘When’s the next 
training?”’ said Wells, an academic ad
viser for the Bitonte College of Health 
and Human Services.

The YSUnity Safe Zone training pro
gram, which Wells helps to coordinate, 
has.more than 400 allies. The program 
educates faculty, staff, administrators, 
student employees and student leaders 
on LGBTQIA issues.

“It’s really about building empathy, so 
people can relate to the struggles of peo
ple within the community,” Wells said.

The four-hour training program 
includes information about proper 
LGBTQIA terminology and fea
tures testimonials from members of

Brian Wells, an academic adviser for the Bitonte College o f Health and Human  
Services, has watched the campus atmosphere regarding the LGBT community 
evolve. Photo by Chris Cotelesse/The Jambar.

the LGBTQIA community.
“One of the things that has been the 

best piece of Safe Zone in my opinion 
is that we have a couple students who 
share their own personal story, as well 
as one of our campus administrators 
who talks about her daughter’s coming 
out,” Wells said.

As many as one out of four people 
are kicked out of their homes when they 
come out to their parents, Wells said.

“There have been students in the past 
who have not been in contact with their 
parents as a result of coming out, so I’ve 
helped those students to work with finan
cial aid,” he said, adding that students

under 24 need their parents’ tax infor
mation to do so. “If you’re not talking to 
your parents, it’s a little difficult to get 
their tax infprmation.” f

Those who participate in the Safe 
Zone program are made aware of these 
issues and are taught how to support LG
BTQIA students during difficult times.

Ashley Altiero, a Safe Zone member, 
said the experience has been awesome.

“I’ve been able to view any student 
in an open way, no matter what problem 
they approach me with,” she said.

Altiero said that being a part of the 
program has made her a more under
standing person.

“It’s also given me more community 
resources so I can direct [LGBTQIA stu
dents] in the appropriate direction if they 
need to talk to anybody in particular,” 
she said.

Altiero encouraged other members of 
the YSU community to participate in the 
training. She said the rainbow placard is 
a sign of allegiance that makes the uni
versity more like a family.

“Because students know that my of
fice is a Safe Zone, immediately when 
they come in, they feel comfortable talk
ing to me,” Altiero said. “When students 
come in, they know the place they’re go
ing into is somewhere where they’re not 
going to be judged.”

SGA plans four-year road map
Kacy Standohar
NEWS REPORTER

The Youngstown State University 
Student Government Association plans 
to propose an incentive-based program, 
which would guarantee that students will 
graduate in four years, to the YSU Board 
of Trustees later this semester.

If YSU doesn’t live up to its end of 
the bargain, the university would foot 
the bill.

SGA President Cory Okular said the 
idea is still in the developmental and re
search-gathering stages.

“Ideally, when you come in as a fresh
man, you would be — either digitally

or in print — have a contract that says, 
‘Here is your curriculum sheet, and here 
are the classes you would need to take for 
the next four years in order to graduate 
on time,”’ he said.

Okular said the plan would be an op
tion and solely the student’s decision. 
There would be certain stipulations, 
such as a requirement to maintain sat
isfactory academic status and restric
tions on failing or withdrawing from 
any courses.

Upon implementation, the university 
would be required to pay for any addi
tional time incurred or even substitute 
an equivalent class to fulfill that require
ment.

That is, if the student met all the re

quirements.
“It would virtually be a zero risk 

for the university,” Okular said. “The 
university would never pay a dime if it 
works correctly. All they would have 
to do is make sure they’re offering 
the correct classes, and if something 
comes up, be able to switch classes that 
are equivalent.”

Okular said he just wants this option 
to be available to students. SGA is mod
eling its plan on other universities’ simi
lar programs.

Sharon Stephan, vice president of 
university affairs at the University of Ne
braska, said the school’s board of regents 
approved the four-year graduation guar
antee in 2002.

Of the students who entered the uni
versity as first-year students in 2002,25.4 
percent graduated in four years — 32.3 
percent for those who entered in 2007.

UN’s four-year plan comes with a 
list of practices a student must follow, 
including choosing a major without 
changing it, working with academic ad
visers and working less than 20 hours 
a week. Students who follow this plan 
must also register early for 15 to 18 
credit hours a semester and receive 
acceptable grades.

Stephan said UN also recently im
plemented a 120-credit-hour policy to 
reduce the required number of hours a
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Skeggs Lecture 
Series Bob Woodward

Presidential Leadership and 
the Price of Politics 

Thursday, April 4, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.
Stambaugh Auditorium, Youngstown, OH

-

Since 1971, Bob Woodward has 
worked for The Washington Post where he is 
currently an associate editor. He and Carl 
Bernstein were the main reporters on the 
Watergate scandal for which The Post won  the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1973. Woodward was the lead 
reporter for The Post's articles on the aftermath 
of the September 11 terrorist attacks that won 
the National Affairs Pulitzer Prize in 2002.
In 2004, Bob Schieffer 
"Woodward has establ

of CBS News said, 
shed himself as the

best reporter of all time."
Woodward has authored or co-authored 

17 books, all of which have been national non
fiction bestsellers. His most recent book, The 
Price of Politics (September, 2012), based on 
eighteen months of reporting, is an intimate, 
documented examination of how President 
Obama and the highest profile Republicans 
and Democratic leaders in the United States 
Congress attempted to restore the American 

economy and improve the federal government's fiscal condition.
Woodward was born March 26,1943, in Illinois. He graduated from Yale 

University in 1965 and served five years as a communications officer in the United States 
Navy before beginning his journalism career at the Montgomery County (Maryland) Sen
tinel, where he was a reporter for one year before joining The Washington Post.

The lecture is free and open to the public.
Tickets are mandatory and seating is on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Ticket distribution will be limited to four per person and must be picked up between 8:00 
a.m. and 8:00 p.m. March 25 through March 27 (or until they run out) at the Information 
and PC lab in Kilcawley Center located on the YSU campus. Tiqjkets must be picked up in
person.

For more information call the YSU Alumni and Events Office at

330-941 -3497
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SGA PAGE 2
student would need to complete 
to graduate.

Susan Fritz, interim provost 
and executive vice president at 
UN, said the four-year guaran
tee is a good way to increase 
graduation rates.

“This really weighs out the 
practices in the past to sue- 
cessfully graduating,” Fritz 
said. “There’s no ‘gotcha’ to 
this. It’s nothing but a plus 
for students.”

YSU’s graduation rate for 
students entering as first-year 
students in 2005 (the last year 
for which data is available) is 
11.8 percent.

Okular said a four-year guar- 
antee could boost that number.

“Students would have a 
clear-cut road map,” Okular 
said. “A lot can be done online, 
and it would show up when an 
adviser pulls up a student’s file 
whether or not they’re part of 
the program.”

Okular said he thinks most 
advisers already monitor and 
track students’ schedules.

“It saves the university mon
ey and ups the four-year gradua
tion rate too, which is one of the 
big metrics that state funding is 
by now,” he said.

If students initially test into 
remedial courses, Okular said 
the program could still work.

Okular said the students in 
remedial coursework might not 
be initially eligible until they 
finish that coursework.

“It’s really targeted at the 
largest middle group of stu-

TUESDAY, MARCH 5,2013

dents. The very smart ones will 
already graduate in four years 
virtually no matter what hap
pens,” he said. “The people that 
may take the remedial courses 
might go at the pace that is com
fortable for them and may not 
be comfortable with a pace that 
is on a four-year track.”

But there are still a few kinks 
to be worked out.

William Buckler, coordina
tor of academic advisement, 
said it might be a difficult task 
because it is unknown when all 
upper-division courses will be
offered.

“It would be a challenge for 
most departments to plan out 
four years ahead,” Buckler said.

Okular said that trying to 
persuade every department and 
major to have a four-year plan 
would be the hardest part.

He said the process may take 
“a year or year and a half, un
less the university wants to step 
in and help push this along.” 

Buckler said he is develop
ing a website as a centralized 
location where all students can 
find every major’s current cur
riculum sheet. He said he no
ticed that the curriculum sheets 
and bulletins are not always cor
rect and up-to-date.

The senate and 
versify board of 
must approve the 
lum sheets before 
can post anything online. He 
also plans to revamp the aca
demic advisement website by 
this summer.

the uni
trustees 
curricu- 
Buckler

CH ICK EN D IN N E R
$7 .00

W ednesdays, 1130 A M -1 PM  
B a k e d  c h i c k e n  ( l i g h t  o r  d a r k ) *

VEGETABLE*MASHED POTATOES &  GRAVY* 
SALAD* BREAD*DESSERT AND  
“ BOTTOMLESS”  COFFEE OR TEA

Splash into Spring Break savings at Gabes. Starting Feb. 28th, find

everything you need for siyie in -he sun, including depar,men. store 
swimsuits, stylish sandals and beach bags.

St . J o h n ’s E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h
323 W ick  Ave. - Y oungstow n

(across W ick from  YSU’s Jones H all)

For p re o rd e r  o r  take o u t 
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From Nature for Life

www.biotestplasma.com

Please help us help those coping w ith 

rare, chronic, genetic diseases.

New donors can receive $25 today 
and $75 this week! 

Ask about our Specialty Programs!

Must be 18 years or older, have valid 

I.D. along w ith proof of SS# and local 

residency. 

Walk-ins Welcome. 

Wireless Internet Available.

Biotest Plasm

444  Martin Luther 

Youngstown, 0
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NEEDED: 
A TEAM OF PEER TUTORS
for the Reading and Study Skills Center 

for the 2013-2Q14 academic year

Pulitzer 
Prize-winning 

journalist to lecture 
in Youngstown

Journalist Bob Woodward 
will speak at 7:30 p.m. on 
April 4 at Stambaugh Au
ditorium. His visit is part of 
YSU’s Skeggs Lecture Series, 
and the theme of the lecture 
is presidential leadership and 
the price of politics. Since 
1971, Woodward has worked 
for The Washington Post, and 
is currently an assistant editor 
at the newspaper. He and Carl 
Bernstein were the main re
porters on the Watergate story, 
which won a Pulitzer Prize 
in 1973. Woodward has also 
written several books, all of 
which have been national non
fiction bestsellers. The lecture 
is free and open to the public, 
but tickets are required. They 
are limited to four per person 
and will be available from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on March 25, 
26 and 27 at the info desk in 
Kilcawley Center. All tickets 
must be picked up in person. 
For more information, contact 
the YSU Alumni and Events 
Office at 330-941-3497.
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The Youngstown Historical 
Center of Industry and Labor 
will sponsor two workshops 
on March 16. The first, at 10 
a.m., is titled “Capturing Your 
Family’s Oral History,” and it 
will be presented by Donna 
DeBlasio, a YSU history pro
fessor; this workshop will help 
participants plan and record 
oral histories of family mem
bers and friends. The second, 
at 1 p.m„ is titled “Your Im
migrant Ancestors,” and it will 
be presented by DeBlasio and 
Martha Pallante, a YSU his
tory professor; this workshop 
will look at the city’s ethnic 
neighborhoods. Each work
shop is $10 per person. For 
more information or to make 
reservations, call 330-941- 
1314 or 330-941-1433. The 
Youngstown Historical Center 
of Industry and Labor, also 
known as the steel museum, is 
located at 151 W. Wood St. in 
downtown Youngstown.
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where you
belong!Man strikes 

girlfriend after she 
refuses to bring him 
to  ‘ get some ’

On Feb. 26, a 27-year-old 
woman told a YSU police of
ficer on patrol near Cafaro 
House that she needed police 
assistance. She said that her 
boyfriend, a 33-year-old man, 
punched her in the eye and in 
the mouth after she refused to 
“take him up the street to get 
some crack so he can get high,” 
according to the police report. 
At the time of the report, the 
woman’s two children were in 
the car; YSU Police brought 
all parties into Cafaro to stay 
warm until the Youngstown 
Police Department arrived on 
the scene.

LICENSED AND INSPECTED 
BIG HOUSES, SMALL PRICES
Nice 4-bedroom homes for 
your group. Includes all utilities, 
appliances, ADT, cable & 
internet. From $425.00 per 
person. Call Chris 330-743-7361

Infertility is heartbreaking! We 
help dreams come true, and 
now you can be a part of 
that miracle! Egg donors are 
needed. We pay $5,000 to 
women ages 21-32 who donate 
their eggs to help our patients 
become parents. Interested in 
being a donor? Have ques
tions? Call us today! 330-375- 
3596 Women helping women. 
Private and Confidential.

A S S O C IA T E D  S C H O O L  
EMPLOYEES CREDIT UNION

com

Group trapped in 
elevator with tub 

of clay
On Wednesday, a YSU 

Police officer reported to a 
Bliss Hall elevator where five 
people were stuck. No injuries 
were reported. The instructor 
who was trapped in the el
evator along with the students 
said they’d been transporting.a 
500-pound tub of clay.

Help Wanted- Inside 
salesperson, hours are 
flexible, offers paid training 
and $8 an hour plus bonuses. 
Representatives make 
between $400 and $800 a 
week. Work environment is 
casual and quite fun. To set 
up an interview, call 330-989- 
0265 and ask for John.
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DOWNTOWN
LIVING
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HOUSING

This is your college experience. You have living preferences, 
and that's why the Flats at Wick offer student residents four 
housing options to  meet your needs.

•  Utilities Included • Cable TV
• Unlimited Wi-Fi • On-Site Laundry

• Fitness Center •  On-Site Parking
• Resident Lounge • Study Rooms &
• Security Cameras Computer Lab
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to see what's happening downtown

Visit us at: www.facebook.com/flatsatwick
to see what's happening on campus
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W infield Dray befriend
ed brothers Jason and Josh 
Hopkins in grade school. 
They began spending a lot o f 
time with one another — first 
writing cartoons, then play
ing music together.

Album  is the band that 
they formed.

“On the m antel [at D ray’s 
house], there was a photo al
bum , and it said 4 A lbum ’ in a 
really nice font,” Josh H op
kins said. “I just thought it 
would be a cool band nam e.”

The band’s name has 
since becom e an inside joke, 
particularly when members 
nam e their albums and songs.

“Our first album  was ti
tled 4 A lbum  the A lbum ,’ and 
the first song was called ‘A l
bum ,’” Dray said.

A lbum ’s second album, 
“Zephaniah,” was recently 
re-released on vinyl by High 
R oller Records, a Germ an re
cord label.

D rum m er Josh Hopkins 
blazed the trail to the record 
label across the world.

“I sent them  an email ba
sically saying, ‘W e’re your 
next band.’ I sent them  the 
full ‘Zephaniah’ album , and 
one day I woke up and there 
was a review online,” Josh 
Hopkins said.

The surreal feeling of hav
ing reviews written, m any in 
different languages, about 
their music overcam e them.

“Before that, we really 
d idn’t have anyone objec
tively listen to our music we 
didn’t know,” lead singer 
Dray said.

M em bers agreed that the 
worst thing they’ve seen a 
critic write about the band 
was a dislike o f its name.

“The music part they said 
was really good, but they 
just hated the band name. It 
was like he was trying to find 
something bad to say,” Jason 
Hopkins said.

Jason Hopkins said the 
band’s live shows are ener
getic and fun.

“We play off o f each 
other really well,” he said. 
“Around here, shows are en
ergetic. I think w e’re having 
m ore fun than anyone else in 
the room .”

Jason Hopkins said said 
perform ing live has taken a 
backseat to perfecting their 
songs.

The band members also 
rem em bered the first time 
they heard them selves on 
the radio: when Viking Jim  
played Album  on The W olf’s 
“Hom egrown Show.”

“We wrote [Viking Jim] a 
nice little letter asking him  to 
listen to us, and then we wefe 
all gathered in the van, and 
he was playing our songs,” 
Josh Hopkins said.

Dray said the band m em 
bers have enough material 
for their next two releases, as 
well as a vault w ith plenty of 
bits and pieces to songs.

The three com m ented on 
what being in Album  has 
done for them.

A lbum 's dibum  "Zephaniah" was recently released in Germany, and they've gained worldwide 
recognition. Jason Hopkins, Josh Hopkins, and Winfield Dray are already preparing fori their next 
release. They'll perform on March 23 at the Royal Oaks. Photo courtesy o f Album.
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Wind ensemble blows away audience

The Y SU  W ind Ensemble performs at the seventh annual w ind and percussio 
Jambar.

n invitational at Stambaugh Auditorium  on Feb. 22. Photo by Justin Carissl

Taylor Phillips
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REPORTER

The Youngstown State 
University Symphonic Wind 
Ensem ble has long been a 
staple in the Youngstown 
area, with m em bers who 
have gone on to becom e key 
musicians in the Cleveland 
Orchestra and the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra.

Alice Wang, an associate 
professor in the Dana School 
o f M usic, said the wind en
semble is remarkably tal
ented. It is com posed o f the 
school’s top wind and per

cussion players.
“The group performs 

some o f the best and most 
challenging band repertoire 
under the wonderful direc
tion o f Dr. G age,” Wang said. 
“The students are truly great 
role models and an inspira
tion for the com m unity.”

This semester, freshm an 
trum peter Bevin Flaugher 
m ade it into the wind en
semble.

“M y first semester, I was 
in concert band,” he said. 
“It does feel quite amazing 
knowing that I am one o f the 
few freshm en in the wind 
ensemble, and [it] makes 
me excited for my future
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Safe Zone training  
is an abomination.

Wait, don’t freak out.
Two decades ago, safe zones w e’re 

an oasis in an unaccepting society. Since 
then, public perception has evolved, but 
not fast enough.

Gallup polls indicate that 53 percent 
o f Am ericans feel that same-sex marriage 
should be legalized for the 3.5 percent 
o f the U.S. population that identifies as 
LGBT.

A Politico survey found that 70 percent 
o f those polled favored legalizing civil 
unions or same-sex m arriage, with 40 per
cent o f those favoring the latter.

Even the AP Stylebook was am ended 
last m onth to include a “husband, w ife” 
entry: “Regardless o f sexual orientation, 
husband or w ife is acceptable in all refer
ences to individuals in any legally recog
nized m arriage.”

Views aren’t limited to marriage either.
A YouGov poll discovered that 48 per

cent o f Am ericans said if their son was in 
the Boy Scouts, they w ouldn’t m ind if a 
m em ber o f the LG BT com m unity led their 
troop.

W hile there’s still a large swath o f the 
Am erican public, 46 percent, that feels the 
need to meddle in the personal affairs o f 
others, their views are fueled by religion 
and m oral objections that have no place in 
public policy.

N o, Safe Zone training isn ’t obsolete, 
but it should be.

LGBT students shouldn’t have to seek 
out a rainbow banner in order to feel safe. 
They should find allies in every person 
paid by the taxpayers.

That m eans every YSU em ployee.
Sadly, our country took too long to ac

cept African-Americans as equals, w om 
en ’s rights and interracial m arriage. This is 
the next step, and it’s long overdue.

We applaud Brian W ells’ efforts and 
encourage h im  to continue. The future o f 
LGBT acceptance looks prom ising, but it 
needs to migrate off campus.

O ver the past w eek, Youngstown’s 
econom ic and business developm ent has 
dom inated the regional headlines.

On Sunday, The Plain D ealer’s front
page story was about Youngstown’s busi
ness boom , the tech belt and the emerging 
advanced m anufacturing sector cultivating 
in NAM II.

W e’ve editorialized on Youngstown’s 
budding “urban renaissance,” and i t’s ab
solutely essential that LGBT acceptance is 
incorporated with the city ’s new m indset.

Youngstown is setting the pace for ur
ban revitalization, and w hat’s better than 
a LGBT-friendly com m unity to set the 
standard for regional, state and national 
onlookers?

N ext time a reporter writes about the 
city, we hope it’s about the welcoming 
com m unity and not the rusty past.
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Tip of the Month
Thurston Winbush
YSU POLICE OFFICER
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from being dangerous ones.

Before you go out partying, de
cide on a goal for yourself like meet
ing someone from another country or 
connecting with friends you haven’t 
hung out with for a while.

If your goal is drinking all the beer 
in Youngstown, then you just might 
succeed, and bad things are sure to 
follow.

Besides, that’s not really a goal. 
It’s more like a consequence of a 
deeper problem. Control your drink
ing. Being able to conduct a great 
conversation with someone you’re 
interested in is one of the best things 
about parties.
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ment, came back, took a sip of his 
beverage and lost his mind.

Well, I’ve tracked him down. His 
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Flagg fits into team, YSa
Benjamin Orr
REPORTER

Last month, junior forward/guard 
Karen Flagg was named as the Horizon 
League Women’s Basketball Newcomer 
of the Week.

Flagg, who transferred to Youngstown 
State University from Daytona State Col
lege at the beginning of the fall semester, 
said she’s enjoyed the experience so far.

“It’s been great. Everyone is a part of 
this,” Flagg said. “There are no bad influ
ences on the campus, and you become re
ally focused on what you need to do.”

As a sophomore at Daytona, Flagg av
eraged 10.9 points and 7.3 rebounds per 
game, shooting 38 percent from the field.

This season, Flagg is averaging 6.8 
points and 4.4 rebounds, and is shooting 
37.6 percent from the field. Her versatility 
has been key for the team.

Kate Schrader, one of the assistant 
women’s basketball coaches, said she’s 
been impressed by how well Flagg has 
transitioned to playing for the Penguins.

“We can sub her in at any position, and 
she can play that position well,” she said.

John Cullen, director of basketball op
erations, said Flagg has the ability to look 
down the court and pay attention.

“She probably has the best vision out 
of anyone on the team, as far as seeing 
people that are open,” he said.

Tavares Jackson, another of the assis
tant coaches for the women’s basketball 
team, said Flagg’s transfer to YSU hasn’t 
affected her play on the court.

“The biggest thing is her picking 
up and grasping the style of play that 
she needs to play at to be successful,” 
Jackson said.

Jackson said Flagg was one of the bet
ter players on her previous team and in the 
country. On any given night, Flagg was 
better than most of the players she went 
up against.

“She pretty much is doing all the same 
things that she did in junior college, but 
she has really adapted well to this level of 
the game,” Jackson said.

Schrader said she’s hopeful that Flagg 
can step up as a leader for the team.

“She is an upperclassman, but when 
she came in, she was known as a new
comer. We’re looking for her to be more 
of a vocal leader,” she said.

Since the team is in its second half 
of conference play, Flagg now has a 
better grasp on offense and defense, 
Schrader said.

Cullen said Flagg’s ability to pass over 
opponents and make passes to her team
mates is one of her most impressive skills.

“When she’s at her best, she takes

YSU 's Karen Flagg attempts a 
by D ustin Livesay/The Jambar

some of the rebounding load away from 
Brandi [Brown] and Heidi [jSchlegel],” 
Cullen said.

Jackson said Flagg “always 
es of being able to score the b; 
ball and be able to handle the 
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her to do a lot of different thin 
our system,” Jackson said. “S 
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High-profil
Mangino joins YSU
Steve Wilaj
SPORTS EDITOR

When Mark Mangino, a 
native of New Castle and a 
former Football Bowl Subdi
vision National Coach of the 
Year, arrived in Youngstown 
from his home in Naples, 
Fla., on Friday, he received a 
cold reminder.

“I thought, ‘Holy cow! It’s 
really chilly,” ’ Mangino said. 
“I remember riding my bicycle 
just the other morning, and the 
birds were singing, and the sky 
was nice and blue.”

Even so, Mangino said he 
doesn’t mind. If he did, he 
wouldn’t have accepted the 
position as Youngstown State 
University’s assistant head 
football coach.

“The weather doesn’t 
make a difference in my life. 
People do,” Mangino said 
during Friday’s press confer
ence. “That’s why I ’m here 
at Youngstown State. I care 
about the people here, ... and 
I want to help this program get 
to the next level.”

Elevating football pro
grams is something that 
Mangino has done for his en
tire coaching career.

A 1987 graduate of YSU, 
Mangino served on YSU’s 
staff for two seasons as an un
dergraduate in 1985 and 1986.

He then had successful stints 
with Geneva College (1987 
to 1989) and Kansas State 
University (1991 to 1998) 
as an assistant. In 1999, he 
joined the University of 
Oklahoma as the Sooners’ 
offensive coordinator.

In 2000, OU won the na| 
tional title, and Mangino 
collected the Frank Broj 
yles Award, which honors 
the top assistant coach in 
college football.

From there, he became the 
University of Kansas’ head 
coach — a position he held 
from 2002 to 2009. He turned 
around the school’s program, 
leading KU to a school-record 
12 wins in 2007 and an Orange 
Bowl victory while collecting 
Coach of the Year honors.

“When I look back at 
coaching, Coach Mangino has 
been one of those guys that I 
think has done a tremendous 
job in his career,” said head 
football coach Eric Wolford. 
“When he became a head 
coach and what he did at Kan
sas, ... I think he’s one of the 
guys that did the most with the 
most difficult situation.”

Wolford’s respect for 
Mangino stems from their 
longtime association. As an 
offensive lineman at KU, Wol
ford played for Mangino. He 
also coached with Mangino as

layup during a home game earlier in the season. Photo

had flash- 
11, pass the 

well.” 
lity allows 
gs for us in 
he still has 

she’s still 
getting the 
that shows 
team.” 
tball at the

age of 9. Her dad taught her how to play, 
and while she doesn’t have a favorite 
team, she cites her dad as her biggest in
fluence.

She’s a social work major at YSU, but 
said she’d “like to see how far basketball , 
goes” after her collegiate career ends. 
Flagg added that playing basketball over
seas is something she’d love to do.

But if that doesn’t work out, she’ll 
stick to her major.

“I like to help kids, adolescents 
and adults,” Flagg said. “I just like 
helping people,”

hire
coaching staff

University o f Kansas football coach Mark M angino holds up the 
Insight Bowl trophy after defeating the University o f 
Minnesota, 42 -21, in the Insight Bowl in Temple, Ariz., on 
Dec. 32, 2008. Photo courtesy ofM C T.

“I u 
win, ai 
said, 
reason^ 
he has 
the rig 
it the r

old Eric that I come to 
fid Eric’s a winner,” he 
Eric is one of the main 

I came here because 
this program going in 

ht direction. He’s done 
ght way.”

thing, I want it 
we’re going to

SPORTS BRIEFS

Men host 
HL tournament 

game
The sixth-seeded Pen

guins will host seventh- 
seeded Loyola! Univer
sity Chicago on Tuesday 
for the first round of the 
Horizon League Tourna
ment. Tipoff is scheduled 
for 7:05 p.m. Reserved 
tickets are $10, and gen
eral admission tickets 
are $7. Group general 
admission tickets are 
$4. Tickets for YSU stu
dents are free with valid 
ID. For more informa
tion, contact the YSU

hard, and w e’re going to win,” 
Mangino said. “This isn’t just 
a hobby for me. This is my 
life. This is what I do. When 
I put my signature on some-

Athletic Ticket 
330-941-1978.

Office at

Baseball loses 
at Charlotte

Over the weekend, 
the Penguins dropped to
2-10 on the season after 
losing all three games at 
the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte. On 
Saturday, YSU had the 
go-ahead runnel* on base 
in the ninth inning be
fore falling to the 49ers,
3-1. In the opener, YSU 
received seveij innings 
from starting I pitcher 
Blake Aquadro. Dan Po- 
pio had an RBI double for 
the Penguins. On Sunday, 
YSU lost the first game, 
10-4, before losing the 
second game, ^-2. In the 
second game, J the Pen
guins once again brought 
the tying run to the plate 
in the final inning. How
ever, Mike Accardi hit 
into a double play to
end the game 
had three hits 
on Sunday.

Accardi
combined

M en’s basketball 
receives HL 

honors

After a vote between 
head coaches, sports infor
mation directors and other 
media, the YSU men’s 
basketball team received 
three Horizon League 
Postseason Awards. Da
mian Eargle received 
Defensive Player of the 
Year, Kendrick Perry was 
named to the All-Horizon 
League First-Team as 
well as the All-Defensive 
Team, and Kaihren Belin 
was named to t)ie HL All- 
Newcomer Tea”-

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT

 . 1
Brandi Brown

Year: Senior 
Height: 5 ’U 
Hometown 

Calif 
Position: Forward

Pomona,

to be good, and 
be good.”

In two games last 
week, women’s bas
ketball forward Brandi 
Brown scored 81 com
bined points. She scored 
39 points against the 
University of Illinois at 
Chicago ion Thursday, 
and followed up with a 
42-point performance 
against Wright State Uni
versity on Saturday. She 
also grabbed a combined 
38 rebounds. For her per
formances, Brown was 
named the espjnW Nation
al Player of the Week, the 
College Sjporits Madness 
High-Major Conference 
Player of the Week and the 
Horizon League Player of 
the Week. Brown is aver
aging 21.3 points and 11.8 
rebounds per game.


