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Next week, the United 
States Supreme Court will 
hear oral arguments in two 
landmark cases that will ul
timately decide the fate of 
civil rights for the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning community.

On Tuesday and Wednes
day, the high court will begin 
its initial assessment of Cali
fornia’s Proposition 8 and 
the Federal Government’s 
Defense of Marriage Act in 
Hollingsworth v. Perry and 
United States v. Windsor, re
spectively.

In Hollingsworth, the 
court will determine whether 
the 14th Amendment pre
cludes states from defining 
marriage as between one man 
and one woman. In Windsor, 
attorneys will argue whether 
DOMA violates a same-sex 
couple’s marriage under the 
5th Amendment’s equal pro
tection clause.

Public approval of gay 
marriage has done a com
plete 180 since 2003, when 
only 37 percent of individu
als supported it. Now, 58 
percent of Americans polled 
by the Washington Post and 
ABC News support same-
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When the arts and 
business collide

Frank George
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

On April 12, Youngstown State University’s 
chapter of the American Advertising Federation 
will join forces with graphic design students to 
compete in the 40th annual National Student 
Advertising Competition.

Working together for the first time, graph
ic design students and the Alpha Delta Sigma 
Advertising Club will propose an advertising 
campaign endorsing the competition’s sponsor, 
Glidden Paint, and its availability at Walmart.

“What’s exciting is that the infusion of the 
graphic design students will enhance the vi
sual presentation of the advertising campaign,” 
said Richard Helfrich, an assistant professor of 
graphic design.

Helfrich indicated that the marketing and the 
graphic design programs have already formed a 
healthy relationship. He expects that this new 
coalition will lead to success.

“I am fully confident that [the ADS Club] 
will place. They have a really well rounded 
program in marketing and advertising — same 
thing with [the graphic design program]. It s 
just a nice confluence of the two programs,” 
Helfrich said. “I feel good about their chances.”

Michael Pontikos, a marketing and advertis
ing professor at YSU and adviser of the ADS 
Club, has worked in the advertising industry for 
over 16 years. Pontikos also has an interest in 
graphic design and has won national awards for

his creativity.
“The business and graphic design students 

need to do this more often. It’s great to see the 
collaboration between these two fields that go 
hand in hand,” Pontikos said. “With the addi
tion of the graphic design students adding their 
talents to the mix, it only makes us stronger.”

The team will present a notebook of re
search and surveys that explore Glidden Paint’s 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats in front of a panel of judges. The first- 
place team will move on to the national confer
ence in June.

Melanie Arnold, a third-year student major
ing in graphic and interactive design, describes 
graphic design as “art with a purpose.” She 
looks forward to competing at NSAC and is 
striving to make the team’s notebook aestheti
cally pleasing.

“I am more excited than nervous because it 
will be something that I can put on a resume. 
It’s giving me experience with business people, 
like the business majors, that will be the profes
sionals in two or three years,” she said.

Victoria Baughman, a senior advertising 
and public relations major, serves as president 
of the ADS Club. Baughman said the collabo
ration will make the presentation stronger and 
that is a good way for the club to connect with 
another department.

“I think we will be successful. We have a 
great team, and we have worked really hard, 
she said.
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Bowl a strike 
against cancer

Kacy Standohar
REPORTER

On Saturday, students 
from Youngstown State Uni
versity’s Biology Club will 
gather together to strike out 
cancer.

Bowl a Strike Against 
Cancer began in the mid 
2000s and has been carried 
out ever since. Biology Club 
members said they hope they 
are able to raise enough mon
ey to benefit the American 
Cancer Society.

David Asch, Biology 
Club adviser, said students 
have run the entire event 
since Robert Leipheimer’s 
lab group years ago.

Amanda Sacco, Biology 
Club president, said she and 
her peers have been planning 
the event since early January.

“But it’s on everyone’s 
minds from the time the fall 
semester begins,” Sacco said.

This academic year, the 
Biology Club raised $500 for

the ACS through fundrais
ing before the fall semester 
ended.

“I hope that after the 
event, we have raised at least 
$1,500 to give to the ACS 
and hopefully to spread the 
word more about the event 
for next year,” Sacco said.

Bowl a Strike Against 
Cancer will be held from 5 
to 7 p.m. at Camelot Lanes 
in Boardman. The cost is $20 
per person, or $100 per team 
of six players.

Sacco said pizza and pop 
will be provided at each lane, 
and shoe rental is provided as 
well.

Sacco said eight teams 
have registered so far. In ad
dition, a raffle will be held in 
Kilcawley Center on Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
raffle will continue on Satur
day at the event.

Sacco said it wasn’t cre
ated for any specific person.

“We don’t do this to really 
honor a single person, but it’s 
held in honor of anyone who 
has been affected by cancer,” 
she said.
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New details show Florida student was 
likely planning campus massacre

Orlando Sentinel
(MCT)

James Oliver Seevakuma- 
ran had about 1,000 rounds 
of ammunition, an assault 
rifle, a semi-automatic pistol 
and four homemade bombs 
when he threatened his 
roommate and killed him
self in a dorm room Monday 
morning at the University of 
Central Florida.

He also had a check list of 
things to do that ended with 
these words: 'good luck + 
give them hell."

As UCF police on Tues
day unveiled more details of 
Seevakumaran's behavior, it 
became clear that he was ca
pable, and likely planning, a 
massacre on campus.

Seevakumaran had re
ceived two packages on 
March 12 that contained 
gun-related items and a train
ing video on how to use a la
ser sight, UCF Police Chief 
Richard Beary said at a news 
conference.

Beary said Seevakumaran 
had not picked up the pack
ages yet from the university 
mail department. But he had

apparently accomplished 
some of the items on his 
check list, including the pull
ing of a lire alarm.

Seevakumaran, 30, pulled 
the alarm in the Tower 1 
student housing complex at 
about 12:20 a.m. — an ac
tion that prompted an evacu
ation of the buildings' 500 
residents. Police think pull
ing the alarm was intended to 
draw students into the open, 
where they would be vulner
able to an attack.

But that was thwarted 
after one of his roommates 
called 911.

In an interview with the 
Orlando Sentinel, Arabo 
Babakhani, Seevakumaran's 
roommate since fall 2012, 
described a frightening scene 
in his third-floor dorm room 
that morning.

Babakhani, a 24-year-old 
engineering major, said he 
was in his bedroom in Apart
ment 308 when he heard 
the fire alarm go off. He as
sumed one of his roommates 
had burned something in the 
kitchen. But he opened his 
bedroom door to find Se
evakumaran pointing a rifle 
at him.

Babakhani said he quick
ly slammed the door in 
Seevakumaran's face and

dialed 911. All the while, Ba
bakhani said, Seevakumaran 
"didn't say a single word."

Then, Babakhani said, he 
heard "pops," which he as
sumes were gunshots. Police 
said Tuesday that only one 
shot was fired — when Se
evakumaran put a bullet in 
his head.

Babakhani described Se
evakumaran as "extremely 
solitary," avoiding hu
man contact, particularly 
eye contact.

Seevakumaran's family 
released a statement Tuesday 
describing him as "a loner" 
who did not have a history of 
violence. The family did not 
want to comment further.

A former resident as
sistant who worked in 
Tower 1 and knew Seeva
kumaran expressed shock at 
what happened.

"James was a good per
son; I know that in my heart," 
Quan-Bao Blake Tran, who 
now lives in Pennsylvania, 
told the Sentinel.

"He was a bit socially 
awkward but I would never 
have guessed something like 
this and he never gave me 
any indication or reached 
out to me for help. Regard
less, I'm sorry I wasn't there 
to do more, James, that you

were in so much pain that 
you thought hurting others or 
yourself would fill that hole 
in your heart. Rest in peace."

Beary said UCF is still 
trying to figilre out a motive 
for Seevakumaran's planned 
attack. Investigators will 
be analyzing his computer 
for clues.

"Thus far, we have not 
uncovered anything that 
would give I us the motive 
or a rationale," Beary said. 
"There is no manifesto, 
no documentation."

At the late afternoon news 
conference, peary displayed 
the items found in the two 
packages that a university 
mail room had received for 
Seevakumaran. The packag
es contained two magazine 
clips, a gun sling and the 
training DVD.

Beary also showed a 
video of police searching 
Apartment 308 and find
ing Seevakumaran dead in 
his bedroom.

Seevakumaran had
worked as a cashier at Kyo
to Sushi & Grill, which is 
located at UCF, just steps 
away from Tower 1. An em
ployee who answered the 
phone there said the manager 
had directed employees not 
to comment.

A business major, Seeva
kumaran had transferred to 
UCF in 2010 after attending 
Seminole State College for 
six years.

At the time of his death, 
Seevakumaran was in the 
process of being evicted from 
his dorm for non-payment.

Seevakumaran had had a 
few minor brushes with the 
law in recent years, including 
two traffic violations.

He also was cited for sell
ing alcohol to a minor in 
2004. He was working for 
a convenience store in Lake 
Mary when he sold a six- 
pack of Smirnoff Ice to a po
lice decoy.

A Facebook page for 
"James Seeva" offers a peek 
into his personality. He liked 
a mix of musical artists — 
from Ke$ha and Beethoven 
to Pink Floyd and Taio Cruz 
— and enjoyed movies such 
as "The Godfather" and "Av
atar."

Among his favorite activi
ties: finding inner peace.

He wrote that he wanted 
to be a millionaire by the 
time he was 30 and that he 
had discovered he was half 
Sri Lankan. He also included 
a quotation from Michel
angelo: "Genius is eternal 
patience."

Women’s Studies plans violence awareness event

Tyler WilliamslV i
REIPORTER

In recognition of Women’s 
History Month, Youngstown 
State University’s women’s 
studies department will pres
ent a panel discussion on Fri
day to raise campus awareness 
of violence toward women.

“Women Against Violence 
Everywhere” will be held in 
the Jones Room of Kilcawley 
Center at noon and will cover 
issues such as rape, trauma, 
domestic violence and verbal 
abuse.

“It’s our duty to find ways 
to reach out to [women] who 
are struggling with some 
of these issues,” said Diana 
Palardy, director of women 
studies and facilitator of the 
event.

The panel will be led by 
Lynn Bilal from the Rape Cri
sis and Counseling Center, Jo
hanna Slivinske from the YSU 
Department of Social Work 
and PsyCare, and Malinda 
Gavins, program director of 
the Sojourner House Domestic 
Violence Services of Mahon
ing County.

During the panel, Gavins 
will discuss the warning signs 
of domestic violence, the re
sources available to those in 
abusive relationships and the 
options that women can take 
— such as making a “safety 
plan.”

Palardy said that certain be

haviors could create a culture 
in which verbal abuse and deg
radation of the opposite sex is 
considered more acceptable 
and that violence is a symptom 
of these cultural traits.

“You see a lot of misogy- 
nistic behavior,” she said. 
“Like sometimes, you see 
clips on the Internet and peo
ple are acting very derogatory 
[toward women] in general.”

Palardy encourages both 
men and women to attend the 
event.

“I think it’s problematic 
when people think that to ad
dress issues related to vio
lence that only women should 
be talking about it,” she said. 
“We should really have both 
men and [women] coming to 
events like this. ... Men might 
not be aware if some of their 
behaviors are kind of, like, 
borderline behaviors.”

Bilal has been working for 
the Rape Crisis and Counsel
ing Center in Mahoning Coun
ty for nearly 20 years and has 
been director of the program 
for more than three years. She 
said she hopes this panel dis
cussion will encourage rape 
victims to speak out and report 
that they’ve been sexually as
saulted.

“It’s still one of the most 
under-reported violent crimes, 
and I’m hoping that events like 
this that brings about aware
ness to let people know that 
you don’t have to go through 
this process by yourself,” she 
said.

ILLUSTRATION COURTESY OF MCT.

YSU’s chapter working to maintain success
Tyler Williamsl u
REIPORTER

Youngstown State Univer
sity’s chapter of Beta Alpha 
Psi is preparing for the Mid
west Regional Meeting after 
being named a superior chap
ter for the ninth consecutive 
time last year.

The conference will take 
place April 5 and 6 in Chica
go. It is one of eight regional 
conferences in the United 
States that will present a Best 
Practices competition during 
which chapters can showcase 
their ideas in front of BAP 
members and a panel of judg
es.

“The Midwest region is the 
largest region of Beta Alpha 
Psi in the world,” said Ray
mond Shaffer, co-faculty ad
viser of Kappa Xi. “Usually 
only 15 to 20 schools present.”

This year, the three cate
gorical topics for 2013 region

al meetings are inspiration, in
novation and imagination. For 
its topic, innovation, Kappa 
Xi’s presentation will focus on 
developing character strengths 
of individual BAP members to 
benefit the strength of the or
ganization as a whole.

Jordan Moy, president of 
Kappa Xi, said that the hon
ors society, an organization 
composed of 300 chapters, is 
a successful chapter for ac
counting and finance majors.

“We have a lot of oppor
tunities for accounting and 
finance majors, and we’re try
ing to get a lot of underclass
men more involved so that we 
can continue to be successful,” 
she said.

Moy said it will be her first 
time participating at the con
ference, but there is a definite 
standard that they must up
hold.

The Kappa Xi chapter of 
BAP has been awarded a supe
rior rank since 2004. In 2011 
and 2012, they were selected 
as one of 144 chapters deemed 
superior, along with Kent

State University, the Univer
sity of Akron and Ohio State 
University.

“I look at the past nine 
years, and I think that it cre
ates value for students that 
education alone is unable to 
provide, and it allows a stu
dent to establish a good solid 
foundation among the world’s 
leading accountants,” said 
Chad Mighell, vice president 
of Kappa Xi.

Hadassah Baum, BAP ex
ecutive director, said Shaf
fer’s leadership is essential to 
the group’s success. Wayne 
Counts, co-faculty adviser of 
Kappa Xi, agreed.

“When you look at this, you 
have to give a lot of credit to 
Dr. Shaffer and his leadership, 
to making sure the students 
are aware ... when deadlines 
are coming up and things that 
need to be done,” Counts said.

If Kappa Xi wins first place 
in the best practices competi
tion at the Midwest Regional 
Meeting, the chapter will pres
ent its work at the national 
meeting.
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Rep. Chuck Schumer of New 
York and Sen. Joe Biden of 
Delaware all voted in favor 
of the legislation most, if not 
all, Democrats would vehe
mently oppose.

It passed easily in the 
House, 342-67 and eased 
its way through the Senate, 
passing 85-14.

There are many factors at 
play and certainly many out
comes, both inside the hal
lowed courtroom and along 
its marble facade.

Activists, such as the 
Human Rights Campaign, 
have coordinated events and 
nation-wide endeavors to 
express unified support over 
the issues.

And the Kansas-based 
religious group notorious 
for its homophobic and at
tention-grabbing protests, 
Westboro Baptist Church, 
has already posted a protest 
schedule on its website for 
next week’s hearings.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Domestic violence 
discussion held in 
Kilcawley Center
On Friday, YSU’s depart

ment of social work will par
ticipate in a discussion panel, 
“Women Against Violence 
Everywhere,” from noon to 
2 p.m. in the Jones Room of 
Kilcawley Center. Domestic 
violence professionals will 
hold the informative session 
as a part of Women’s History 
Month. Topics will include 
domestic violence, rape, ver
bal abuse and recovering from 
trauma. Light refreshments 
will also be available for par
ticipants.
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Williamson Hall 
wins gold 

certification
On Tuesday, Youngstown 

State University’s Williamson 
Hall became the first YSU 
building to be awarded a gold 
certification in Leadership 
in Energy and Environmen
tal Design by the U.S. Green 
Building Council. A panel dis
cussion, “Innovative Practices 
in Building and Furnishing a 
Green Building,” followed the 
news conference. The build
ing was designed by Strollo 
Architects in Youngstown in 
collaboration with Perkins & 
Will, an international architec
ture firm.

Seeking part-time, custodial 
employees for night shifts at 
YSU. Employees must be 
available after 7 p.m. M-F, 
weekend availability is a plus. 
Pay begins at $8.00/hr. Please 
contact Jordan Schultheis at 
(330) 360-2040 or e-mail at 
jshultheis@sbmcorp.com

Art exhibition 
to be held 

at McDonough
Youngstown State Univer

sity’s McDonough Museum of 
Art will host its 77th Annual 
Juried Student Art Exhibition 
from March 29 to April 12. 
Opening night will include a 
free public reception and pre
sentations starting at 6 p.m. 
The McDonough is located at 
525 Wick Ave. in Youngstown. 
Museum hours are Tuesdays 
through Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more infor
mation, call 330-941-1400.

CLASSIFIEDS
“How China Will Deliver 
Universal Health to Americans 
by 2015” , by longtime health 
care observer Jack Labusch. 
Available on Amazon Kindle 
Books now.

HOUSING
LICENSED AND INSPECTED 
BIG HOUSES, SMALL PRICES
Nice 4-bedroom homes for 
your group. Includes all utilities, 
appliances, ADT, cable & 
internet. From $425.00 per 
person. Call Chris 330-743-7368.

For rent 1 or 2 Bedroom 
apartments. $250 plus utilities. 
Available June 1st Call 
(330) 743-3887

A team of Peer Tutors is needed 
for Reading & Study Skills 
Center for fall/spring. Deadline 
is April 1, 2013. Application 
requirements: at least full-time 
sophomore; GPA >3.0; excellent 
communication skills; 
enjoy working in small groups. 
Applications are available in 
Maag 154 or http:web.ysu.edu/ 
rdgstudyskills. Call Denise 
(330-941-3099) for details.

POLICE BRIEFS

Injured player 
taken to hospital
On Saturday, a YSU police 

officer was dispatched to the 
Watson and Tressel Training 
Site after being notified of an 
injured player. The player was 
found unconcious in the facil
ity and was surrounded by fel
low players. An ambulance ar
rived on the scene and took the 
player to St. Elizabeth Health 
Center.

Abandoned house 
broken into

On March 14, new dam
age to an abandoned house on 
Grant Street was discovered. 
An officer made contact with 
the station over the radio to 
report findings that indicated 
a possible intrusion. Damage 
of the property was photo
graphed and documented.

Stop . . .  don't go
On March 14, a YSU police 

officer spotted a car as it went 
through a stop sign near Wick 
Avenue. The car made no at
tempt to stop and turned left 
onto Wick Avenue where it 
was stopped by the officer. An 
additional officer arrived on 
the scene, and the driver was 
issued a ticket.

Home City Ice
The Home City Ice Co. operates a warehouse/delivery 

driver terminal in Austintown, Ohio.
Looking to hire students to work 
during school and summer break.

Excellent pay and flexible scheduling 
for delivery driver positions.

Average $9.00 to $14.00 per hour.
Please call 1-800-376-5388 or visit homecityice.com 

to submit information online.

Neil Kennedy
Recovery C lin ic

A subsidiary <*

Locations in Austintown, Dublin,

http://www.homecityice.comhttp://www.homecityice.com/job-application/overview.aspx
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In split-second, roommate 
of armed loner dodged 

barrel of a gun
Stephen Hudak
ORLANDO SENTINEL 
(MCT)

ORLANDO, Ha. -  Univer- 
sity of Central Florida sopho
more Arabo Babakhani was 
playing guitar in his room when 
he heard the fire alarm.

Someone must have left 
something burning on the stove, 
thought Babakhani, known as 
“BK” to his friends.

But it wasn’t smoke that BK 
saw at 12:20 a.m. Monday when 
he opened his bedroom door to 
look.

“I just see him standing in 
front of me with a gun,” BK said 
of James Oliver Seevakumaran, 
the odd, quiet man who had 
been one of his three roommates 
since classes began in the fall.

“He instantly raised it on 
me.”

Babakhani, 24, slammed the 
door of his room and called 911.

He wasn’t certain if the long 
black gun was real or a toy.

“I’m not going to take any 
chances, I’m not going to wait 
to find out,” said Babakhani, 
24, who began studying aero
space engineering at UCF this 
year after 4 years in the U.S. 
Air Force, including a stint 
in Afghanistan.

Moments later, Seevaku
maran was dead after shooting 
himself, and university police 
officers were on the scene un
raveling what appears to be a 
heavily armed loner’s plot to 
slaughter students in the Tower 
1 apartments.

Babakhani, who spoke from 
a study room at the Kappa 
Sigma fraternity house where 
he is now staying, knew noth
ing of Seevakumaran before 
they began sharing univer
sity housing with two other 
men in August.

BK said he did not learn 
much more about Seevakuma
ran after seven months as his 
roommate.

“We all thought he was 
weird,” BK said, referring to his 
two other roommates, one who 
was not home at the time of the 
incident and another who fled

the apartment. “He never said, 
‘Hello.’ He’d only speak if he 
really has to.”

Babakhani said Seevakuma
ran did not share his dreams or 
grievances, if he had any. He did 
not discuss firearms or recent 
mass killings at a theater in Col
orado or Sandy Hook Elemen
tary School in Connecticut. He 
never had any visitors.

The 30-year-old Seevaku
maran told BK he was 25.

“I don’t even know if he 
owns a cellphone,” Babakhani 
said. “I’ve never even heard 
him speak to anyone on a phone 
... He never had any friends.” 
He recalled that Seevakumaran 
stayed in the university apart
ment for Thanksgiving and 
cooked a turkey with dressing 
and trimmings just for himself.

They had no arguments or 
discussions.

“I would’ve preferred that he 
was more sociable but he was 
not (a problem),” Babakhani 
said. “I didn’t have to tell him 
to shower. He took the trash out. 
He didn’t give me a lot of prob
lems. The worst thing he might 
do is not clean up the dishes.” 

Babakhani said Seevaku
maran did not share with the 
roommates that the university 
was attempting to evict him for 
not paying room fees. But they 
suspected there was a problem. 
Seevakumaran’s electronic key 
card did not open the door any
more.

Babakhani said his room
mate never made eye contact — 
until he pointed the tactical rifle.

“It’s not that he can’t look 
you in the eye,” he said, dis
missing a suggestion that Se
evakumaran may have had a 
medical condition. “It’s that he 
won’t look you in the eye. He 
looks away. He doesn’t like en
gaging with people.”

He thinks Seevakumaran did 
not carry out his plan because 
he had “a change of heart.” 
Babakhani said he hasn’t given 
much thought to what could 
have happened.

“You can ‘What if’ all day,” 
he said. “I’m a college student. 
I don’t have time for that.” He 
then ended the interview and 
headed off to Calculus II.
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The Van Allen Belt w ill take the stage at the Lemon Grove on Friday. (From the 
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the chain reaction that brought 
the musicians together.

While living in a seven-person 
house on the University of Pitts
burgh’s campus, Kamin and Taylor 
met Tom Altes and Benjamin Ferris.

“Tom [Altes] worked at a comer 
store on campus that we visited al
most every day. We threw the best 
parties on campus, and with so many 
people living in the same place to
gether, the place was quite the hub,” 
Kamin said.

Altes and Kamin began perform
ing together with a blues band and 
as a duo. In 2001, Ferris paid a visit 
to Kamin and Altes’ place, where he 
asked Kamin to begin recording with 
him.

“I said ‘yes.’ After the cops got 
called, we decided to continue re
cording at his house,” Kamin said.

The two began recording together, 
resulting in the Van Allen Belt’s de
but album, “Meal Ticket to Purga
tory.” The band’s members shifted 
several times before arriving at its 
present lineup.

left) Tom Altes, Tamar Kamin, Benjamin Ferris and Scott Taylor perform.

The Van Allen Belt will make its 
way back to downtown Youngstown 
amid a kaleidoscopic prism of 
lights and video images for a 
third performance at the Lemon 
Grove on Friday.

Group members are celebrating 
their first vinyl recording, “Songs,” 
from their label, Nonstop Every
thing Records. Together, the four 
performed 75 shows in 2012, sharing 
the stage with Stereolab and Atlas 
Sound.

“We love Youngstown. The com
munity at the Lemon Grove is so 
supportive, and every time we come 
back, it feels great,” drummer Scott 
Taylor said. “It’s a rare moment to 
find such great people, and we’re col
lectors of strange artifacts.”

Lead vocalist Tamar Ka
min said the band came together 
“like a pinball machine,” citing

Group members decided to name 
the band after the three radiation 
belts surrounding Earth.

Kamin said she loves ev
ery show the band plays, but ad
mitted that leading the Van Al
len Belt’s performances can be 
a tall order.

The members of the four-piece 
band wear many different hats. The 
final product results in otherworldly 
sets with live visuals, beats and, of 
course, instruments.

Ferris said the band’s textured 
pop sound is “very eclectic, yet fairly 
consistent” and can be appreciated 
after multiple listenings.

“It’s a melting pot of sorts. Every
thing we listen to ends up in the mu
sic at some point,” Ferris said.

Ferris acts as the primary 
songwriter, keyboardist and pro
ducer. Ferris collaborates with 
Taylor, who controls the elec
tronic elements, beats, visual and 
sound effects.

Altes slaps both the guitar and 
bass.

“He makes those sandwiches,” 
Taylor said. “Kamin creates harmo
nies and works closely with Ferris 
in shaping the lyrical structure, and, 
actually, I think she makes the sand
wiches.”

Kamin said improvising away 
from her course hasn’t always gone 
too well, but added that the only way 
to find yourself as a performer “is to 
stick it out, suck it up and continue to 
improve, unless you’ve got famous 
parents, of course.”

“Our songs require me to be 
very strong, consistent and reliable. 
Those qualities are very important 
as a group member, I think,” Kamin 
said. “For me, I love all the shows we 
play where people are into what we 
do. That’s what performing live is all 
about.”

The band’s long-term goal is to 
take talents across the Atlantic to see 
friends and perform in Europe.

The Van Allen Belt’s album is 
available for presale at Bandcamp. 
com. The album will ship beginning 
on Thursday.
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For some students at 
Youngstown State University, 
spring break was spent away 
from campus visiting friends 
and family.

Although it’s not uncom
mon for students from over
seas to stay on campus during 
spring break, Nasser Alsha- 
heil did something that hit 
close to home.

On March 9, he took part 
in the Locks of Love Benefit 
where participants shave their 
head to make hairpieces for 
children and young adults 
battling cancer.

This wasn’t without moti
vation.

As a young child in Saudi 
Arabia, he had to hear the 
words no one wants to hear: 
“You have early stages of leu
kemia.”

He said it was caught early 
enough, and he was cured.

“I didn’t feel a lot of pain. 
I had some, but not what a lot 
of people have to go through,” 
Alshaheil said.

Today, he is a full-time ju
nior at YSU, majoring in elec
trical engineering.

When he first arrived at 
YSU, he spoke very little 
English. Through making 
friends, his English has im
proved.

“Nasser is a good ex
ample of a student who is 
learning English seriously, 
and by doing that, he talks

Nasser Alshaheil took a day out of his spring break to donate his hair to Locks of Love, which will make a hairpiece for a child with  
cancer. He wants to help in any way he can and plans to volunteer in the future. Photos by Manssa McIntyre/The Jambar.
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'The teachers and Ito everyone he can,” said 
Lynn Greene, coordinator of 
the YSU English Language 
Institute.

Before shaving his head, 
he said he wasn’t nervous 
at all.

“I ’ve felt before what these 
kids feel now,” Alshaheil said. 
“It’s the least thing I can do 
because I feel bad for what’s 
happened.”

He said his teachers were 
impressed.

were
eating lunch together, and he 
came in and told uswhathewas 
going to do. We were blown 
away that he would do that,” 
Greene said.

Alshaheil wasn’t the only 
person in his family who has 
battled cancer. In some cases, 
his family members didn’t 
win.

Before he left to come to 
the U.S. for college, he was 
leaving behind his 10-year-

m + m

old niece who was dying of 
cancer.

“I saw her before I came 
here, and she couldn’t walk; 
she had no hair; had to use a 
wheelchair,1’ Alshaheil said. 
“The doctor told us, T il be 
honest; she’s probably going 
to die.’”

His aunt and grandfather 
have also battled cancer.

Now that his head is a 
pound lighter, he said the first 
thing he noticed was his head

was a lot colder.
While he was shaving 

his head, he saw girls with 
hair hitting the small of their 
backs shaving their heads 
as well.

“It was awesome. They 
were there for the same rea
sons as me, and they just 
shaved their heads,” Alsha
heil said.

He said he plans to donate 
to cancer foundations and 
volunteer in the future.

■  ■
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Where’s 
Atticus Finch 

when you 
need him?

Defense attorneys are often depicted as slea
zy, money-hungry weasels, chasing ambulances 
and spewing falsehoods to squeeze every last 
cent out of their target on the other side of the 
courtroom.

But at some point, we wonder, do they ever 
encounter an internal moral stmggle?

Many need to.
At his sentencing on Tuesday, the Chardon 

High School shooter wore a white T-shirt em
blazoned with the word “killer,” which had been 
scrawled in permanent marker. In an effort to 
gain even more attention, he flipped the bird and 
made coarse remarks to victim’s families.

The lawyer did nothing.
While we understand and appreciate every

one’s right to a fair and speedy trial, along with 
the government’s responsibility to provide coun
sel to economically disadvantaged defendants, 
it’d be hard for us, if we were in his shoes, not to 
reach over and strangle the little prick.

We hope he was forced to exercise a great 
deal of self-restraint. Even a subtle headshake 
would have sufficed.

Just days after being handed a guilty verdict 
for rape, M a’lik Richmond, one of the two Steu
benville High School football players involved 
in the high-profile rape case, and his lawyer, 
Walter Madison, announced they plan to appeal 
his one-year sentence on the grounds that Rich
mond’s brain is not fully developed.

All jock stereotypes aside, the state has al
ready deemed 16-year-olds mentally apt to oper
ate a vehicle; knowing that rape is flat out wrong 
is an easier idea to digest.

Madison, who has an office in Youngstown, 
boasts of his high-profile clients and the media 
coverage their cases have generated on his web
site.

Defense attorneys who use grandiose and 
diversionary tactics when representing the ac
cused, rather than noble and sound strategies, 
tarnish the noble image of attorneys we pictured 
when reading “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

Too often, Americans acknowledge the seedy 
and crooked in the profession while the straight 
and narrow go unnoticed.

Johnny Cochran is essentially a household 
name for his antics in OJ Simpson’s murder trial. 
More people are familiar with “If it doesn’t fit, 
you must acquit,” than Thurgood Marshall’s 
civil rights work before he became a Supreme 
Court justice.

As Jodi Arias’ murder trial dmdges on, and 
with the same-sex marriage cases headed to the 
Supreme Court next week, we have little faith 
in Americans. When all is said and done, it’s 
more likely that people will know the name of 
Arias’ defense attorneys, Kirk Nurmi and Jenni
fer Willmott, than the names of any of the seven 
attorneys arguing in either same-sex marriage 
case.

Help us, Atticus Finch. You’re our only hope.
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They don’t want to go back
Susan Reimer
THE BALTIMORE SUN 
(MCT)

March is Women’s History 
Month, but the headlines give us little 
to celebrate.

Women who dare to attend pro
tests in Egypt are routinely beaten 
and subjected to brutal “virginity 
tests.” Girls in Afghanistan are beaten 
or disfigured for attending school. In
fant girls are poisoned or abandoned 
to die in India and China because they 
are a burden to the family. Honor kill
ings, the forced marriage of young 
girls to older men, the rape of virgins 
in Africa because they do not carry 
the AIDS virus — the list of horrors 
goes on and on.

Indeed, as much of the developing 
world is shaken awake by democratic 
movements or plain old capitalism, 
the lives of women, made so clear 
to those of us in the West because of 
the globalization of news, seem to be 
trapped in amber.

Ritu Sharma chooses this moment 
to be most optimistic.

An Annapolis, Md., resident and 
the founder of Women Thrive World
wide, Ms. Sharma is a first-generation 
American whose parents left India to 
begin a new life.

She never forgot the struggles 
that she witnessed and her fam
ily endured in Punjab, and for more 
than 20 years she has expressed her 
gratitude by trying to elevate the lives 
of women where they are most op
pressed economically, educationally 
and spiritually.

The reason for her optimism, even 
as the Arab Spring has not bloomed 
for women? Time. And education.

“It is slow-moving, but it is a 
wave — and it is building,” Ms. 
Sharma said.

“Twenty years ago, we didn’t 
have laws in these countries against 
domestic violence, against rape. We 
have that now. There are very few 
countries where rape is legal and 
domestic violence is legal. We have 
now created a legal structure in these 
countries that has made the abuse of 
women unacceptable.”

The goal of the next 20 years, she 
said, will be to have those laws en
forced.

“The fundamentalist backlash 
against women’s rights, against hu
man rights, is real,” granted Ms. 
Sharma. “It is happening. These peo
ple are loud, but they are few. And 
there is a more open generation com
ing up and taking those positions of 
leadership.”

Ms. Sharma has made it her pur
pose to understand the lives of women 
in Third World or Arab countries. She 
has lived on a dollar a day in the poor
est countries and then written about 
her experiences.

She takes away from all of this the 
grass-roots needs of women and girls 
_ you learn how important shoes are 
when you live barefoot among these 
women. Back in the United States, 
she and members of her coalition 
groups lobby Congress and the State 
Department to target a portion the 
millions of dollars in foreign aid and 
disaster relief specifically to those 
needs. Her job is to make sure wom
en are not forgotten when the money 
starts flowing.

It isn’t as simple as a micro-loan 
here there for beading or basket- 
making. Women already bend under 
the burden of holding their fami
lies and their societies together. The 
idea that they must also be the eco
nomic engine is not always wel
come, especially if it means driv
ing the men further into the weeds 
of irrelevance.

Education — even the littlest bit 
of it — will change the future, she 
says.

“I feel optimistic because it is 
about the next generation. The girls 
who were 10 or 12 when the Taliban 
was driven out in Afghanistan lived 
for a decade without them.

“They may have only had a pri
mary education, but they can read 
and write, and they have had access 
to knowledge, and they don’t want to 
go back. They are going to fight hard 
not to go back.”

And their male classmates under
stand that freedom for girls and wom
en also means freedom for them, that 
the women’s movement can include 
them and open up a culture that binds 
them, too.

“More girls than boys are going 
to universities in Latin America,” she 
said. “And that gives me hope. You 
can’t help but internalize equality 
and justice when you are exposed to 
higher education.”

This generation — men and 
women under the age of 30 or 35 
— isn’t in power now. They aren’t 
participating in constitutional con
ventions, and they aren’t yet serving 
in government.

“But they will be 20 years from 
now,” she said. “And that’s why I 
have hope.”

In a stinging post-mortem, GOP promises to change
Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel
(MCT)

After weeks of soul-searching 
following Mitt Romney’s bitter loss 
to President Barack Obama in last 
fall’s presidential election, Republi
cans say they are ready for change. 
In a surprisingly blunt document, 
the Republican National Committee 
released on Monday its post-mortem 
on the November election, which 
makes dozens of recommendations 
on how the party can improve its 
standing with voters.

The post-mortem is healthy. While 
the party has been successful in state- 
houses around the country, it has 
failed spectacularly in recent presi
dential elections _ failing to win the 
popular vote in five of the last six. 
The country needs both political par
ties to be competitive on the national 
stage. That’s good for American de
mocracy.

But Republican leadership seems 
to believe that its recent difficulties 
in national politics is mostly about 
marketing. It’s not. It’s mostly about 
ideas. The party has been unbending 
on a range of issues. Is it any wonder 
that it has had a hard time wooing fe
male voters with candidates such as 
Richard Mourdock or Todd Aiken? 
Or Latinos with candidates such as 
Romney who talk about self-deporta- 
tion? It remains to be seen just how 
far the party is willing to move from 
entrenched positions.

The party report makes 219 rec
ommendations including a $10 mil
lion marketing campaign aimed at 
women, minorities and gay Ameri

cans. The criticism is sometimes raw.
“There’s no one reason we lost,” 

GOP Chairman Reince Priebus said. 
“Our message was weak; our ground 
game was insufficient; we weren’t in
clusive; we were behind in both data 
and digital; and our primary and de
bate process needed improvement.” 

“The way we communicate our 
principles isn’t resonating widely 
enough,” he also said. “Focus groups 
described our party as ‘narrow-mind
ed,’ ‘out of touch’ and ‘stuffy old 
men.’ The perception that we’re the 
party of the rich continues to grow.” 

Those perceptions, by the way, are 
based on reality. After all, the party 
did nominate a multimillionaire who 
repeatedly reminded voters of his 
wealth and was fundamentally unable 
to connect with ordinary people.

In its report, the Republican Na
tional Committee formally endorsed 
immigration reform over the objec
tions of some die-hards. That’s the 
good news. “We must embrace and 
champion comprehensive immigra
tion reform,” the report said.

The report also calls for Republi
cans to go to communities! “where Re
publicans do not normally go to listen 
and make our case. We need to cam
paign among Hispanic, black, Asian 
and gay Americans and demonstrate 
that we care about them, too.”

But even such an obvious change 
in position as embracing immigration 
reform will be hard for some conser
vatives to accept. Priebus wouldn’t 
say whether the party endorses a 
pathway to citizenship.

In a reference to immigration re
form, conservative firebrand Ann 
Coulter told the Conservative Po
litical Action Conference over the

weekend: “If amnesty goes through, 
America becomes California and no 
Republican will ever win another na
tional election.”

The report also calls on Republi
cans to “change our tone” on “certain 
social issues” to appeal to younger 
voters and gay Americans. But there 
are no recommendations for specific 
policies to do that. The continuing 
influence of the religious right within 
the party may make that a tall order, 
although certainly younger members 
of the party see the wisdom of back
ing away from such heavy-handed 
policies as the Defense of Marriage 
Act, which is now before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. And Ohio Sen. Rob 
Portman’s announcement last week 
that he now supports gay marriage, a 
change in position that came after his 
son announced he was gay, may offer 
an opening.

The report also recommends 
cutting in half the number of can
didate debates and shortening the 
primary season in 2016. Con
ventional wisdom holds that the 
long primary season left Romney 
wounded for the general election 
fight with Obama.

We have no idea if the broad ma
jority of voters will buy what Priebus 
is selling, but we think the tough as
sessment is warranted. Republicans 
generally need to do more listening 
and be more willing to work with 
their opponents to find solutions.

As Priebus said: “This is an un
precedented thing, for a national par
ty to put its cards on the table face up. 
Maybe a few pieces of china needed 
to be broken.”

Maybe so. Maybe, in fact, a few 
more pieces need to be broken.
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Renewed excitement
Women’s basketball hosts WNIT

Steve Wilaj
SPORTS EDITOR

When the women’s basketball team 
officially saw its placement in the Wom
en’s National Invitational Tournament on 
Monday night, head coach Bob Boldon 
noticed a recently absent emotion in his 
team.

“I saw an excitement that I haven’t 
seen in a while from them,” he said.

Youngstown State University (22-9) 
will host Indiana State University at 7:05 
p.m. Thursday at Beeghly Center. Be
cause of their second-place regular season 
Horizon League finish, the Penguins were 
an automatic qualifier for the postseason 
tournament.

Still, that didn’t deter the players’ spir
its over being selected.

“I think to actually see your name 
on the board and see the game is in 
Youngstown, Ohio, provided a little more 
excitement,” Boldon said. “It kind of 
made the situation a little bit more real.”

Following a 72-45 loss in the semifi
nals of the Horizon League Champion
ship on Friday, it was no guarantee the au
tomatic bid would ring true. Boldon said 
he needed to re-evaluate his team before 
accepting the invitation.

He did just that.
“It was probably the longest team 

meeting that we ever had,” Boldon said. 
“We worked some things out and agreed 
that if we were going to play basketball, 
we were going to play it the way it was 
supposed to be played: with a lot of effort 
and a lot of energy.”

Junior guard Liz Homberger said the 
team is motivated by Friday’s poor per
formance. She wasn’t shy about discuss
ing the team’s lack of effort either at

Wednesday’s press conference.
“That’s the frustrating part about being 

on a team sometimes. ... You have to de
pend on others,” she said. “I’m not saying 
I played a perfect game and I had the best 
attitude for that game either, but if 
there are two or three people that 
don’t want to show up for that 
game, it goes down the tank. ... 
Sometimes that dependency can 
ruin someone else’s hopes and 
dreams.”

With that being said, Hom
berger is “very happy” for a 
shot at redemption.

“I’m very relieved we 
got in, and I’m relieved for 
another chance,” she said. “I 
hope that we don’t take this 
one for granted like we did on 
Friday.”

The Sycamores — from 
the Missouri Valley Conference 
— enter with a record of 18-12.
They last played on Friday, losing 
to the University of Northern Iowa 
in the MVC quarterfinals. Anna Munn 
leads ISU with 14.7 points per game.

Boldon said he knows die Sycamores 
pose a tough challenge and are well tested 
from the “highly skilled” MVC.

“They have a shooter [Munn] who 
shoots it very well, and we’re going to 
have trouble containing her,” he said. 
“Then, they have a post player [Rachel 
Mahan], which is always a challenge 
when you play a team with a good post 
player.”

YSU — with a 13-1 home record — 
should be helped by its familiar surround
ings.

Boldon credited the athletic adminis
tration for its support in landing a home 
postseason game. Homberger expressed

na

her gratitude as well.
“I was really happy. The first thing I 

saw was ‘at Youngstown State,”’ she said. 
“I’m very happy we get to play here at 
home.”

Boldon said he is expecting another 
large crowd — similar to the 1,648 
fans that were in attendance for the 
Penguins’ last home game on March 

13. It may mark the last Beeghly 
Center contest for Horizon 

League Player of the 
Year Brandi Brown, 

a senior forward 
a v e r a g i n g  

20.5 points 
and 11.3 re
bounds per 

game.
In a win-or- 

go-home scenario, 
Homberger is focused 

on sending her 
t e a m m a t e  

out the ap
propr iate  
way — 
unlike the
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H o r i z o n  
League tour- 

ment loss.
“I did not 

want to end like 
that, not just for 
me personally, 
but more for 
Brandi,” she 
saijd. “She’s 

done so 
for this 

so much for this program. To
out and show no heart, and that’s the
way her career’s going to end, is not 
fair for her.”

much
team,
come

Penguins football begins spring season
Cory Bartek
SPORTS REPORTER

On Tuesday, the 
Youngstown State Univer
sity football team held its first 
spring practice of the season at 
the Watson and Tressel Train
ing Site.

Head football coach Eric 
Wolford addressed the media 
on Monday, excited about the 
chance to get back to work.

“It’s rejuvenating to be 
around your players,” he said.

Wolford said the team was 
just as anxious as he was about 
the beginning of spring prac
tices.

“They’re all bright-eyed 
and bushy-tailed,” he said.

This season, YSU has 41 
returning letter winners: 20 
on offensive, 19 on defense 
and two on special teams. Of 
those letter winners, there will 
be 14 returning starters: six on 
offense and seven on defense, 
while Nick Liste will return 
as the only starter on special 
teams.

Wolford and his staff have 
decided that a larger empha
sis needs to be put on special 
teams.

“We need to get more com
petition, even during practice 
settings,” Wolford said.

Although the Penguins 
were first in the conference on 
third down conversions at 51.9 
percent, Wolford said there’s 
always room for improve
ment.

While YSU had four turn
overs in the red zone last year, 
the defense forced only four 
interceptions all season — a 
number that Wolford said 
must be increased.

“We ended up finishing 
11th in the country statisti
cally,” he said. “Obviously, we 
were stout against the run; we 
need to get better at our pass 
defense.”

Wolford said he believes 
his team has the potential to 
take the next step and make 
the postseason.

“We have the pieces in 
place,” he said. “We need to 
get the experience.”

Someone with experience, 
senior Kurt Hess, will be the 
starting quarterback come the 
first game of the season. How
ever, Wolford acknowledged

y uarteroack Kurt Mess and the YSU football team began spring practices on Tuesday Photo by 
Dustin Livesay/The Jambar. y

the importance of having a 
solid backup quarterback.

“The quarterback is a key 
player in your team’s success 
— we’ll go as [Hess] goes,” 
Wolford said.

Wolford said he is moving 
players around between posi
tions to try and give them a fit 
where they will be most ben
eficial to the team.

“I’m trying to figure out 
the best way to get the best 22 
starters,” he said. “Then, along 
with them, who are the next

10-12 guys that are going be 
in, playing during the game?” 

This offseason, the Pen
guins made changes to their 
coaching staff: Eric Gallon 
(running backs), Jamie Bry
ant (special teams coordinator/ 
assistant linebackers), Kurt 
Beathard (wide receivers) and 
Mark Mangino (assistant head 
coach, tight ends). Wolford 
said he applauds them for not 
only bringing their knowledge 
of the game, but also being re- 
latable to the players.

“We’ve got a strong staff,” 
he said. “They’re going to 
make a difference.”

While it is obviously early 
in the season, Wolford and the 
team have their goals in place.

“We embrace the expecta
tion of continuing to improve 
around here,” Wolford said. 
“Our goal is just to improve 
every day. When we do things 
that we’re capable of and 
make good decisions and take 
care of the football, we’re a 
pretty good football team.”

SPORTS BRIEFS

Brown earns 
postseason honor 
fo r  HL tourney 

play

For her efforts in YSU’s 
two Horizon League tour
nament games, Penguins 
senior forward Brandi 
Brown was named to the 
Horizon League’s All- 
Tournament Team. In 
YSU’s 69-62 victory over 
Cleveland State Univer
sity, Brown had the high
est scoring game of the 
tournament with 31 points 
and 13 rebounds. In the 
Penguins’ loss to Loyola 
University Maryland, she 
totaled 11 points and 11 
rebounds. Brown is the 
first YSU player to earn 
conference all-tournament 
team honors since Bri- 
anne Kenneally and Jen 
Lyden were on the Mid- 
Continent Conference All- 
Tournament Team in 2000.

YSU baseball 
overpowers Ohio 

Bobcats
Using an 11-run third 

inning, the YSU baseball 
team defeated Ohio Uni
versity, 20-15, on Tues
day at Bob Wren Stadium. 
Trailing 6-2 after two in
nings, the Penguins used 
14 batters and five hits in 
the third inning to score 11 
runs and take a command
ing 13-6 lead. Nick Di- 
Nello paced YSU with four 
hits. Neil Schroth and Josh 
White had three hits apiece, 
with Schroth racking up 
four RBIs. Marcus Heath 
had four RBIs as well, go
ing 2-for-6 with a homerun. 
The Penguins were aided 
by five Ohio errors. Erik 
Okleson picked up his first 
win of the season in relief, 
pitching two innings while 
allowing three earned runs. 
With the victory, YSU im
proves to 5-17 on the sea
son and will host its home 
opening series beginning 
on Friday at 3 p.m. against 
Chicago State University at 
Eastwood Field.

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT

Blake Allen
Year: Senior
Height: 6’1”
Hometown: Tampa, Fla.
Position: Guard

In YSU’s 99-87 victory 
against Oakland University 
on Tuesday, senior guard 
Blake Allen topped 1,000 
points for his YSU career. 
Knocking down seven of 
13 3-point attempts, Al
len scored 27 points. He 
entered the game needing 
22 points to surpass the 
mark. It took Allen three 
seasons at YSU to reach 
the feat; he transfered from 
Redland Community Col
lege in 2010. He averaged 
7.1 points per game his 
sophomore season, 12.8 
points his junior season 
and is averaging 12 points 
this season. In praise of Al
len, head men’s basketball 
coach Jerry Slocum said 
after Wednesday’s game, 
“He’s what’s good in this 
business. He’s a good play
er and a 3.9 GPA student. 
He’s a good kid.”


