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Academic Senate

ACADEMIC SENATE MINUTES

April 3, 2013

Call to Order:  Senate Chairperson Chet Cooper called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

Minutes of the Feb. 6, 2013, meeting were approved, due to not having quroum at last
meeting. 

Minutes of March 6, 2013, meeting were approved. To view the minutes, go to
<http://www.ysu.edu/acad-senate/1213/minmar13.pdf>. 

  Senate Composition - Chet Cooper, Chair of the Senate, reported:

Next month is the last meeting of the year, encourage all to come.

Just wanted to share with the Senate members that on Monday I gave a seminar at
Wright State and while there I attended their Academic Senate Executive Meeting.
They have the same problems that we do. People not doing their job, people just
imposing policy that has not been voted on. They like to pass a lot of resolutions, they
formed three during this meeting.

Regarding the presidential search committee, as discussed last meeting I am the lone
faculty member on this committee. Eight candidates were listed in The Youngstown
Vindicator, from this eight a select number will be invited to visit campus and there
will be open forums. I strongly, strongly, strongly, encourage you to do your
homework in reading about the candidates prior to the forums and I strongly
encourage you to attend those forums and ask tough questions. Faculty, staff and
students need to attend the forums and make every effort to have input in the forums
and candidates.

After the discussion at the last meeting I spoke with Mr. Garg of the Board of
Directors regarding the senate and faculty concerns, Mr. Garg listened. That is the
end of my report.

Q. J. Lyons: will the new position of the Assoc. Dean of Graduate Studies be filled
prior to the appointment of a new president?
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A. Dean Mosco, Chair of Assoc. Dean search committee: The timeline is not to have
the Assoc. Dean position filled prior to appointment of the president.

Ohio Faculty Council - Ken Learman:

Regarding the resolution to support Toledo, the OFC decided to change the resolution
to be against the whole House Bill 59 instead of just one institution. The wording is still
being developed at this time.

R. Watts from the Chancellor's department was a visitor to OFC at the last meeting.
Changes are going to occur regarding college readiness in that the state will be
mandating college readiness scores and these students will not be required to test into
course level. There is a large discrepancy between state institutions regarding entry
level scores and not one consistent threshold. They are still in the process of
developing the scores for math, these will be forthcoming. Mr. Watts provided data
that ranked the high schools in Ohio, there was a significant variance from some
schools with no students requiring remediation to others with high numbers of
students requiring remediation.

Dr. Rees asked to address teh Senate today regarding Mike Theall. Dr. Rees handed out a
flyer, she realizes that this is not official senate business but Mike is a colleague and one of
our own. The flyer discussed the physical hardships that Mike is going through along with
family expenses incumbered. There is a benefit planned for April 24th in Mike's behalf.

Library Committee: Dr. Goldberg Attachment 1

The senate discussed last year that the library resources funding was in crisis, the future of
the funding is still unclear and if not funded we will be unable to support JSTOR. YSU is the
15th in size and we have the 45th largest budget, with 60% going to support JSTOR and
OhioLink.

Some colleges will require more funding than others, such as the new STEM PhD. program
currently has no funding in the library.

Nancy Wolfgang: currently finishing her PhD. The computer in her office could not interface
with the off campus databases. The solution wsa to buy her own computer. She has to use
other universities dtabases. She cannot get texts and access to electronic databases.

Dr. Clutter: Asked Dr. Goldberg what he thinks is going to happen.

Dr. Goldberg: every year we hear the same thing and it keeps getting kicked down the road
and eventually this will end as costs keep rising. They likely will initiate a pay-to-play
scenario. They would like the senate and faculty to say what we think is important and we
what we think we need.

Chet: This will effect our operations here.

Q.: What is the budget we need?

Jeff Trimble, Assoc. Director of the Library: The budget is 1.3 million, with inflation more
like 1.9 million is an idea of where we are at. OBOR sees the university as not a content
provider. Ohio Link should provide core collection and YSU should provide what we need.
The more graduate degrees you want more money is needed to support them. If he cleaned
out the old out-dated information in the library, the shelves would be half empty.
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The committee should have a resolution for the next senate meeting, send your suggestions to
Dr. Goldberg.

 

Unfinished Business:   B. Korenic

Last meeting there was a proposal regrading streamlining the college in high school
requirements. This falls under the same information that Ken spoke about in the OFC
report. Last meeting we did not have a quroum to vote on proposal, could we vote today.

Chet asked the senate if they felt comfortable in voting on the proposal, as there were some
that were not in attendance last meeting to hear the proposal.

Q. J. Lyons: Could you summarize the proposal?

K. Krodel: The college requirements have changed to reflect the requirements of OBOR .

Q. Mr. Oaklar: What are the standards now?

K. Krodel: Currently require ACT composite of 23, and english of 23. The new standards the
English score is down to 18.

A. Dr. Goldberg: What is the difference between 18 and 23?

K. Krodel: She did not really know, you could visit the OBOR website for further
clarification.

Vote on proposal to accept changes in the requirements for college in high school: Yeas:
unanimous; Naes: none; Objections: none.

New business:  

Adjournment:  The Academic Senate adjourned at 4:36 p.m.
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