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A bachelor’s degree in bio-
chemistry is now available at 
Youngstown State University, 
giving students interested in 
both biology and chemistry the 
option to explore both fields.

Michael Serra, an associ-
ate professor of biochemistry, 
said there has been discussion 
of implementing the biochem-
istry degree for over 20 years. 
He started the process in 2011, 
and it was finally approved on 
Aug. 12, 2015.

“We hope students who are 
especially interested in health-
related fields — like medicine, 
dental school and pharmaceu-
ticals — will see this as a degree 
that will really give them an ad-
vantage,” Serra said.

Tim Wagner, chair of the 
department of chemistry, said 
there will be no new classes.

“We already have the class-

es, faculty, the lab space, the 
teaching space in classrooms, 
all those components that are 
needed for this new program. 
It was just a matter of mak-
ing formal arrangements. We 
won’t have to hire any new fac-
ulty. We won’t have to worry 
about research or teaching 
space or developing a new cur-
riculum,” Serra said.

The biochemistry curricu-
lum combines chemistry, biol-
ogy, math and physics classes 
that are already taught at the 
university.

“A nice feature regarding 
implementation of the new 
program is that we are really 
just formalizing the biochem-
istry focus area our students 
had the option to pursue 
before.  It›s just that now a 
student›s transcripts will actu-
ally say ‘BS in biochemistry’ as 
opposed to ‘BS in chemistry,’” 
Wagner said.

SAMANTHA PHILLIPS
sphillips@student.ysu.edu
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Imelda Flores-Vazquez, a 
program specialist with the 
Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission, spoke to a 
crowded room of students and 
faculty in the Lincoln Building 
on Friday about using math to 
shape public policy.

She drew on her experi-
ences to inform students 
about opportunities perform-
ing policy jobs for the govern-

ment. For these jobs, Flores-
Vazquez said, you need to 
possess knowledge not only in 
math and statistics, but also in 
a field like economics, biology, 
psychology, sociology or public 
health.

Flores-Vazquez has a back-
ground in economics, and in 
her work for the Texas Health 
and Human Services Commis-
sion she creates mathemati-
cal models to determine what 
changes in the state’s Medicaid 
policy will cost.

She used coverage of a new 

diabetes drug as an example.
“They come to me and say, 

‘Imelda, how much is it going 
to cost to cover this new drug?’ 
and then I go do my magic — 
that’s what they call it, I don’t 
call it that — and I say $10 mil-
lion,” Flores-Vazquez said.

She said she also receives 
requests from the press when 
they are covering proposed 
legislation, and from lobbyists 
who are curious to see what 
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Soledad O’Brien, former 
CNN anchor and founder 
of Starfish Media Group, 
spoke at Stambaugh Audi-
torium Wednesday for the 
third Centofanti Annual 
Symposium at Youngstown 
State University.

O’Brien spoke about 
growing up as the daugh-
ter of a black mother and 
Cuban father, and how this 
shaped her perspective as a 
journalist dedicated to tell-
ing stories of individuals 
who are often ignored.

She said that for every 
100 stories about white 
people, there are five stories 
about black people, usually 
about sports or crime, three 
stories about Hispanics, all 
revolving around illegal im-
migration, one story about 
how Asian Americans are 
wonderful students and no 
stories about Native Ameri-
cans.

She got in fights with 
producers doing the Black 
in America series because 
we have a tendency to de-
humanize impoverished 
people in the media.

“We just do this broad 
brush, ‘She was born in the 
ghetto. Her mom’s a crack 
addict,’” O’Brien said. “We 
don’t allow them to be a hu-
man being.”

In a press confer-
ence preceding the event, 
O’Brien discussed the cur-
rent tensions between peo-
ple of color and the police in 

places like Ferguson, Balti-
more and New York.

“I think that the conver-
sation that was very clear 
and understood in black 
communities has now bub-

bled to the surface,” O’Brien 
said.

She said when she did 
her first Black in America 
documentary for CNN, 
they told the story of how 

black families — regard-
less of socioeconomic sta-
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Following her lecture, Imelda Flores Vasquez posed with YSU Professor Alicia Prieto Langarica, who brought her to campus as part 
of the Hispanic Heritage Month Colloquium Series. 
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The Williamson College 
of Business Administration 
is hosting its semi-annual 
Meet the Employers Day at 
Youngstown State University 
on Sept. 23.

The free event will take 
place from 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
atrium of Williamson Hall.

Christina Costello, assistant 
coordinator of the professional 
practice program at WCBA, 
said the event is designed as a 
networking opportunity.

“It’s a great way to help the 
students start networking with 
employers and getting to know 
the different opportunities that 
are out there,” Costello said.

She said it is not only an op-
portunity for students, but also 
for employers as well.

“It’s an opportunity for em-
ployers to introduce students 
to their company, discuss in-
ternship opportunities, maybe 
how they got to where they 
were,” Costello said.

Raymond Shaffer, chair 
of the Lariccia School of Ac-
counting and Finance, said this 
is just one event of many that 
students need to attend to be 
successful.

“Each one is part of a larger 
puzzle,” Shaffer said.

The business college fre-
quently hosts events such as 
Meet the Employers Day and 
Internship Interview Day. 
Costello said when the events 
are attended regularly they can 
help students transition from 
college life to the workforce.

“All of the events that we do 
host are to help our students 
grow professionally, develop 
their professional network and 
start thinking of going from 
backpack to briefcase upon 
graduation,” Costello said.

While preparing students to 

enter the workforce after grad-
uation, WCBA allows employ-
ers to meet future potential 
employees as well.

“They [the employers] have 
the opportunity to not only 
network with students, but 
YSU faculty and staff and also 
other business professionals in 
the area, and maybe identify 
potential candidates for posi-
tions down the road,” Costello 
said.

Although the event may not 
directly lead to a job, she said 
it builds experience for future 
interactions with businesses.

“Meet the Employers Day is 
just for networking opportuni-
ties, but employers do collect 
resumes for our Internship 
Interview Day,” Costello said. 
“Those employers do hire in-
terns for their businesses the 
following semester, or two se-
mesters out.”

Shaffer said the main goal 
of an internship is for students 
to gain experience and learn 
about their major field in a way 
that no book or classroom set-
ting could give them.

“The classroom is good, but 
there is nothing better than the 
real thing,” Shaffer said.

He said showing potential 
employers work ethic during 
an internship is equally as im-
portant as gaining experience.

“I can compare it to test 
driving a new car,” Shaffer 
said.

He said when buying a new 
car, it is important to test drive 
it before buying to make sure it 
runs the way it is expected to. 
It’s the same with interns.

“Sometimes that intern-
ship will lead to a job offer, and 
even if they don’t stay, they can 
say they have the experience,” 
Shaffer said.

The WCBA continues to 
host events for students to gain 
networking experience because 
the ability to get an internship 
directly affects their ability to 
get a job later down the road.

“The Nace Job Outlook Sur-
vey, dated this year, the 2015 
survey, I believe it says 72.5 
percent of employers want 
soon to be college graduates 
with career related experi-
ence,” Costello said.

Because internships are so 
important, she said the WCBA 
does all it can to make sure its 
students are career ready upon 
graduation and have every op-
portunity to become success-
ful.

“Upon graduation they are 
professionals and they are able 
to go through with finding a job 
and knowing what they need to 
do,” Costello said.

Betty Jo Licata, dean of 
WCBA, said she encourages 
students to get as much profes-
sional experience as they can 
before graduation.

“Learn more about what 
knowledge, skills and experi-
ence employers want from 
business students,” Licata said.

Shaffer said the opportuni-
ties for students set YSU apart.

“I strongly believe YSU 
has a lot more events to help 
students succeed than other 
schools, and that is partly be-
cause of Dean Licata who really 
pushes for them,” Shaffer said.

Licata said events like Meet 
the Employers Day are essen-
tial.

“It’s really, really important 
that our students have as much 
contact with employers as pos-
sible,” Licata said. “Because 
our goal for our students, and 
the goal most of our students 
have, is to not only have an 
internship while they’re in col-
lege but also to have that full-
time professional job in hand 
upon graduation.”

There will be approximately 
40 businesses attending the 
event, including Chick-fil-A, 
Family Video, IRS-Criminal In-
vestigation, JMC Steel Group, 
Macy’s, PNC Bank, Schwebel’s 
and the Youngstown Phan-
toms.

WCBA Connects 
Employers with

 Students
LAURA MCDONOUGH
llmcdonough@student.ysu.edu

The University of Vir-
ginia failed to properly in-
vestigate reports of sexual 
violence on campus, includ-
ing allegations of abuse 
filed against fraternities, on 
several occasions in recent 
years, the U.S. Department 
of Education said Monday.

Federal officials and 
the university reached a 
“resolution agreement” on 
Monday, four years after 
the Education Department 
launched a Title IX inves-
tigation into the way the 
school handles reports of 
sexual violence.

Although the school up-
dated many of its practices 
and policies under federal 

guidance in recent years, 
the Education Department 
still found that the cam-
pus failed to adequately 
respond to several alleged 
instances of sexual assault 
during the academic years 
2008-09 through 2011-12, 
the department said in a 
news release.

As of April, more than 
100 colleges nationwide are 
being investigated by the 
Education Department on 
suspicion of failing to prop-
erly handle sexual assault 
complaints.

Public scrutiny, however, 
focused on the University of 
Virginia when Rolling Stone 
published an explosive ar-
ticle last year describing a 
brutal gang rape of a fresh-
man girl inside a campus 
fraternity house.

The story, titled “A Rape 
on Campus,” was later dis-
credited and retracted. 

Charlottesville, Va., police 
said they could find no evi-
dence that the assault of 
the girl at the center of the 
piece, who was only iden-
tified by the pseudonym 
Jackie, ever took place.

Alumni of the Phi Kappa 
Psi fraternity have since 
sued Rolling Stone, alleging 
defamation.

Still, the federal report 
supported complaints that 
the University of Virginia 
struggled to promptly in-
vestigate claims of sexual 
violence on campus. 

From 2005 to July 2015, 
the school had to revise its 
policy on responding to sex-
ual assaults several times, 
coming into compliance 
with federal guidelines only 
in recent months, the Edu-
cation Department found. 
It also found that students 
who complained of sexual 
harassment or violence 

sometimes faced a “hostile 
environment” at the school.

The school’s sexual as-
sault policy for years re-
quired that students ac-
cused of assault could be 
found “responsible” for 
their actions only if they 
were confronted by “clear 
and  convincing evidence.” 
Federal investigators ad-
vised the school to lower the 
threshold, so a preponder-
ance of the evidence would 
be sufficient, according to a 
letter sent to the universi-
ty by the Education Depart-
ment on Monday.

Although the depart-
ment found several prob-
lems with the school’s 
policies, it also praised the 
university for improving 
many of its practices during 
the yearslong investigation.

In addition to improv-
ing its overall sexual assault 
policy, the school expanded 

alcohol education programs 
and took other measures 
aimed at reducing the risk 
of sexual assault on cam-
pus. The school also hired 
someone to develop strat-
egies that seek to reduce 
sexual assault and gender-
based violence on campus, 
according to the letter.

“By signing the resolu-
tion agreement, we have re-
affirmed our commitment 
to continue taking steps we 
believe to be an important 
part of effective responses 
to sexual harassment and 
assault — urgent and com-
plex societal issues of na-
tional importance that are 
challenging institutions of 
higher education and be-
yond,” university  President 
Teresa A. Sullivan said in a 
statement.

On Tuesday, Youngstown 
State University will see sev-
eral voter registration tables 
set up in support of National 
Voter Registration Day.

Organizations have already 
been on campus asking stu-
dents to register for the better 
part of late August and early 
September. Now that the 22nd 
is closing in, the campus will 
see more student involvement 
in encouraging voter registra-
tion tables.

Organizations like the Ma-
honing Valley Sojourn to the 
Past, the YSU College Demo-
crats and the YSU College 
Conservatives will be working 
to get young adults registered 
this Tuesday.

Sojourn to the Past is 
an organization that takes 
Youngstown City School stu-
dents to the south to learn 
first-hand about the Civil 
Rights Movement.

Penny Wells, the organiza-
tion’s director, said that each 
year, students come back 
to Youngstown with action 
plans — one of those being to 
run registration tables at YSU 
and in the Youngstown City 
Schools.

“Our members working at 
YSU were once Youngstown 
City School students; now 
they’re all YSU students. They 
feel the need to bring aware-
ness to their fellow students 
on voting registration,” Wells 
said.

Sarina Chatman, a sopho-
more telecommunications 
major at YSU, is a member of 
Sojourn to the Past who will 
be working the registration 
tables.

She said that it would sur-
prise people how little she was 
taught about the civil rights 
movement and voting while 
attending a public high school 
in Youngstown.

“People, especially African 
Americans, should not take 
this opportunity to vote for 
granted,” Chatman said. “It 
was something our ancestors 
fought to have the right to do, 
and I’m glad to have learned 

that first hand.”
Ernie Barkett, president of 

the YSU College Democrats, 
said he has plans for his club 
on Tuesday.

“College Democrats of Ohio 
is having an enormous ‘Get 
Out The Vote’ campaign where 
all 34 of our chapters will be 
hosting voter registration 
drives all week,” Barkett said.

The College Democrats will 
have tables set up around cam-
pus.

Chad Limbruner, president 
of the College Conservatives, 
said his organization will miss 
National Voter Registration 
Day, but they are gearing up 
for a registration drive with a 
host of other conservative or-
ganizations, before the regis-
tration deadline of Oct. 5th.

“It is extremely impor-
tant to be registered to vote,” 
Limbruner said. “It keeps our 
communities moving. In fact, 
I think off-year elections, with 
primarily local candidates, are 
most important.”

Limbruner said that young 
adults tend to not realize how 
local government affects them.

“Typically, young people 
only think to vote in a presi-
dential election year, if at all, 
but that thought process has 
these students missing an op-
portunity to elect individu-
als that more directly govern 
them,” Limbruner said.

Both Limbruner and Bar-
kett said students should be 
registering and voting in elec-
tions.

“Voting is extremely im-
portant,” Barkett said. “If we 
as college students continue to 
not vote and continue to be ab-
sent from the political process, 
our representatives in both 
state and national government 
will continue to ignore our 
wants and needs as citizens.”

Limbruner had a request 
for students who don’t partici-
pate in the political process.

“I think unregistered stu-
dents should spend maybe 20 
minutes, just once, reading po-
litical headlines,” Limbruner 
said. “I think they’ll find some-
thing they’re passionate about 
that they didn’t realize was a 
political issue at all. The key is 
getting involved and taking the 
first step.”

By James Queally
Los Angeles Times

(TNS)

University of Virginia Didn’t Properly Investigate 
Sexual Violence Reports, Officials Say

DOM FONCE
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who are curious to see what 
specific policies they are inter-
ested in passing would cost.

She presented work she has 
done involving a disease called 
necrotizing enterocolitis that 
occurs in premature infants 
and often results in death.

“Doctors from San Antonio 
said, ‘We see these kids suf-
fer. It’s very bad, but we know 
how to prevent this,’” Flores-
Vazquez said.

They told her providing the 
children with maternal milk 
rather than formula would re-
sult in 80 percent fewer cases 
of necrotizing enterocolitis. 
However, they are born before 
their mothers’ bodies create 
the hormones that cause them 
to produce milk, so they need 
to obtain it from breast milk 
banks.

Flores-Vazquez walked the 
students through the process 
of calculating the savings from 
treating fewer cases of the dis-
ease and creating a model to 

gauge the amount of milk ba-
bies will consume in order to 
determine the costs associated 
with the policy.

Alicia Prieto-Langarica, as-
sistant professor in the depart-
ment of mathematics and sta-
tistics, brought Flores-Vazquez 
to campus as part of the uni-
versity’s Hispanic Heritage 
Month. She said it’s important 
that students hear about things 
they can do with mathematics 
outside the classroom.

“Sometimes they listen 
to me as a professor — who 
loves her research — but [my 
research] does not have an 
immediate impact. Vazquez’s 
research does have an immedi-
ate impact,” Prieto-Langarica 
said. “It’s something students 
can relate to.”

Emily Hoopes, a junior ma-
joring in integrated math edu-
cation and applied mathemat-
ics, said she was impressed by 
the presentation.

“I liked that it was on ac-
tual problems that were being 
solved,” Hoopes said. “I loved 
how math could relate to real 
life.”

She said when she did 
her first Black in America 
documentary for CNN, 
they told the story of how 
black families — regard-
less of socioeconomic sta-
tus — sat down with their 
sons when they turned 13 
and had a conversation 
about them with the police. 
Her boss said, “Everybody 
has this conversation with 
their kids.” And she had to 
explain that white people 
tell their children not to be 
mouthy and black people 
tell their children how to 
behave so they come out on 
the other side of the interac-
tion alive.

“I think what we saw 
in the last year, especially 
around stop and frisk, was 
that people outside the 
black community began 
to recognize this phenom-
enon,” O’Brien said. “That 
actually there is this big dif-
ferential in how people are 
policed in this country and 
that certain areas of injus-
tice were just becoming too 
frequent and too obvious to 
ignore.”

She said the arrest of 
James Blake in New York 
was a classic example.

“It was not reported as 
an erroneous arrest un-
til he said something. He 
made it public, otherwise it 
would have flown under the 
radar,” O’Brien said. “The 
man apologized and the 
commissioner apologized, 
but at the end of the day you 
could see from the video 
pretty clearly that they tack-
led a guy because he’s black, 
and that happens a lot.”

O’Brien said polling re-
vealing that most Ameri-
cans think race relations are 
bad right now is a good sign. 
She said historically when 
white and black Americans 
were polled on the state of 
black America, there was a 
huge gap between the opin-
ions of the respective races.

“A gap like that concerns 
me more,” O’Brien said. 
“So, I feel like when ev-
erybody is uncomfortable 
we’re really recognizing that 
we have something that we 
need to fix.”

She recounted a recent 
story from the New York 

Times about a man from 
the Congo who was put on 
display in a cage with an 
orangutan at the Bronx Zoo 
in 1906. She said we haven’t 
had conversations about 
events like that — that there 
were a lot of people per-
fectly OK with putting a hu-
man being in a cave with an 
orangutan.

“We don’t teach it. We 
don’t discuss it. We don’t 
deconstruct it,” O’Brien 
said. “We never have really 
come to terms with it, and 
until we do that I think we 
are going to continue to re-
ally struggle.”

She said having these 
conversations is uncomfort-
able and awful.

“If you’re black it’s like, 
‘Oh God, here we go again, 
whining about woe is me.’ 
If you’re white it’s like, ‘Oh 
great, I get to be the oppres-
sor in this conversation,’” 
O’Brien said. “Why would 
anybody want to be in that 
conversation? It’s a terrible 
conversation.”

O’Brien said part of that 
conversation is digging into 
history. She used the con-
federate flag debate as an 
example because as Ameri-
cans we don’t study the 
meaning of the flag in our 
history classes. She said the 
other part is just listening to 
people to understand what 
drives them.

“You have to let people 
believe what they believe 
and say what they believe, 
and then you can talk about 
what you believe. But you 
can’t put everybody in their 
little boxes and roles and 
expect them to be comfort-
able with what’s inherently 
a really icky conversation,” 
O’Brien said.

She said she sees hope in 
a younger generation that is 
interested in talking about 
things that often went ig-
nored.

“Do you know how many 
people were killed by the po-
lice in many of the ways that 
we’ve seen on videotape, 
and nobody cared? Do you 
know how many versions of 
James Blake — but not fa-
mous versions — have been 
beaten up and misidentified 
and no one ever wanted to 
talk about it?” O’Brien said. 
“So the fact that people are 
talking about it, I think, is a 
huge step forward.”
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Need Birth Control, Plan B, Pap 
Smear, STD Test,3D/4D Ultra-
sound, Pregnant? 
Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU 
campus, all insurances,walk–ins. 330-
746-7007, askthedoctor@aiwhealth.
com, answered confidentially.
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NEWS BRIEFS

IT TAKES TWO
Licensed and inspected two-
bedroom apartment includes all 
utlities, appliances, and laundry. 
Plus ADT, cable, dual broadband 
internet. $455 each. Call Chris 
330-743-7368.

NEW BEGINNINGS RESIDENTAL 
CENTER
Behavior Care Staff for residential be-
havioral/mental health center for  youth. 
FT/PT positions.Must be over 21, have 
vaild driver’s license, minimum HS di-
ploma.Criminal background check re-
quired.Submit resume to : PO Box 664, 
Youngstown, OH 44501. 

STUDENT HOUSING $350PP
Clean, quiet and safe bring your 
friends and share this 5 bedroom 
3 bath home partially furnished, in-
cludes ALL utilites, appliances, laun-
dry. Plus security, cable and internet. 
$350 pp. Phone or text Darian 330-
559-6219.

HOUSING
Two bedroom apts for rent. One block 
from YSU. All utilites plus cable/internet 
included in rent. Call 330-720-0964 or 
330-770--4472 $500.00 per student. 

News

YOU’RE THE ONLY ONE
Licensed and Inspected one-bedroom 
apartment includes all utilities, appliances 
and laundry. Plus ADT, cable, dual broad-
band Internet. From $695. Call Chris 
330-743-7368.

CHICKEN DINNER, $8.00 
Wednesdays, 1130 AM-1PM  

BAKED CHICKEN (LIGHT OR DARK)* SALAD* 
VEGETABLE*MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY*  

BREAD*DESSERT AND “BOTTOMLESS” COFFEE OR TEA  
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
323 Wick Ave.- across Wick from YSU’s Jones Hall 

 

For preorder or take out call 330.743.3175 

“Dana’s Got 
Talent” Scholarship 

Competition

Youngstown State Universi-
ty’s Dana School of Music will 
host a brand new voice schol-
arship competition called “Da-
na’s Got Talent.” Six voice ma-
jors will compete for two cash 
prizes, a $3,500 scholarship 
and a $500 audience favorite 
award. This free event will take 
place on Sept. 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
323 Wick Ave.

Youngstown 
Unveils Economic 
Development Plan

On Sept. 22 at 1 p.m., Eco-
nomic Development Strategies 
for the City of Youngstown — a 
project developed in partner-
ship with Youngstown State 
University’s Center for Urban 
and Regional Studies — will 
finally be unveiled at the YSU 
Community Room of the Cov-
elli Center. The U.S. Economic 
Development Administration 
funded the project through a 
grant.

SOLEDAD O’ BRIEN 
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BIOCHEMISTRY
FRONT

Serra said that costs for the 
new program are minimal.

“It may cost more in lab 
supplies, for example. That was 
something that Provost Martin 
Abraham asked us to consider 
when we presented this idea to 
him,” Serra said. “But we think 
that cost will be more than 
offset with things like lab fees 
and tuition. Overall, it will be 
positive. I hope we attract a few 
students who otherwise might 
not have come.”

Brian Leskiw, associate 
professor of physical chemis-
try, handed out around 300 
surveys to freshman and high 
school students in the area to 
predict how many incoming 
freshman would be interested 
in the new program.

Based on the results, Serra 
predicts that 20 students enter 
the program each year. Serra 
also said there are a wide va-
riety of career paths that bio-

chemistry majors can take af-
ter he or she graduates.

“While putting this togeth-
er, we were looking at where 
people with biochemistry de-
grees go,” Serra said. “There 
was discussion of law, of chem-
istry and agriculture — and 
how biochemists could fit into 
that — studying how herbicides 
affect insects, for example. So, 
there’s a fairly broad range. But 
I am thinking we will mostly 
have students in health-related 
fields.”

Wagner said that students 
with a degree in biochemistry 
will be prepared for pharmacy 
or medical schools and jobs in 
pharmaceutical companies, 
commercial food industries 
and forensic science.

Although the biochemistry 
degree is new to YSU, Serra 
looked at schools within a 50-
mile radius and discovered 
that every other school already 

had a biochemistry program.
“We were a little late to the 

game,” Serra said.
But he said the scientific 

instruments students have ac-
cess to here give us an advan-
tage.

“One of the things I pride 
myself on is that we are well 
equipped with instrumenta-
tion. That’s what really drives 
research,” Serra said. “The bet-
ter instruments you have the 
more you can do. We let our 
students get their hands on the 
instruments at a fairly early 
start.”

He said he is optimistic that 
the program will prepare stu-
dents to do what they want.

“We offer a strong and rigor-
ous program. We will prepare 
students very well, primarily 
in the health field, although it’s 
certainly not limited to that,” 
Serra said. “We will give stu-
dents a good education.”

SAVING LIVES
FRONT

Interim Dean of STEM Gregg Sturrus uses a sledgehammer to smash a cinder block on 
Professor of Geology Ray Beiersdorfer while he lies atop a bed of nails. This was part of “Dr. 
Ray’s Amazing Sideshow of Science” at OH WOW!’s fourth annual Silly Science Sunday.

PHOTO BY JUSTIN WIER/THE JAMBAR.
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S K E G G S  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S

Nathan Wolfe
Before It Strikes

Thursday, October 8  •  7:00 p.m.
Stambaugh Auditorium
1000 Fifth Avenue, Youngstown, Ohio

Known as the “Indiana Jones” of virus hunting, 
Nathan Wolfe travels the world to track, study 

and eradicate the next pandemic before it strikes.

YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

Named one of Time’s 
100 Most Influential People 
in the World, Nathan Wolfe 
draws on his breakthrough 
discoveries to tell us where 
viruses come from, why 
they spread and how to stop 
them.

Wolfe is a professor of 
Human Biology at Stanford 
University; the Founder and 
CEO of Metabiota, a compa-
ny that specializes in micro-
biological research, products 
and services; and the Chair 
of Global Viral, a non-profit 
that promotes exploration 
and stewardship of the mi-
crobial world. 

Wolfe was named a Roll-
ing Stone “100 Agents of 
Change,” a National Geo-
graphic Emerging Explorer, 
a World Economic Forum 
Young Global Leader, ST-
AMBAUGH BOX OFFICE, 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 9 A.M. 
TO 6 P.M.

*This event is free and 
open to the public, but tickets 
are required.
MORE INFO: 
330-941-2136 or 
jmleviseur@ysu.edu

The Ballroom Thieves came 
to Youngstown to folk things 
up.

The Ballroom Thieves, a folk 
rock trio, performed Thursday 
at The Federal in downtown 
Youngstown as part of Penguin 
Productions’ concert series.

The Ballroom Thieves con-
sists of guitarist and vocalist 
Martin Earley, percussionist 
and vocalist Devin Mauch and 
cellist and vocalist Calin Peters. 
The trio hails from Boston.

After playing Sisters Folk 
Festival in Sisters, Oregon, the 
trio drove three days for their 
performance in Youngstown, 
a stop as they work their way 

back to the east coast.
“We are such a small num-

bers band,” Earley said. “We 
kind of use as many tools as we 
can to make the band feel and 
sound bigger than it is.”

Earley and Mauch started 
The Ballroom Thieves as a 
two-piece band and eventually 
added a cellist. But after sched-
ule discrepancies, their original 
cellist had to leave the band.

At an open mic night in Bos-
ton, Mauch and Earley met Pe-
ters. Peters’ previous band used 
the open mic night to promote 
the band’s final show.

Mauch was judging all par-
ticipants at the open mic night, 
and Peters’ band won. Peters 
has played in The Ballroom 
Thieves for two years.

“We never made a con-
scious decision to be or not be 

something, in comparison to 
someone or something else,” 
Mauch said. “This is naturally 
the music we’ve been drawn to 
and have written.”

The songwriting process for 
The Ballroom Thieves starts 
with Earley. The three of them 
converge and work when they 
have the time in a 10-month-a-
year tour schedule.	
     “Maybe what sets it apart is 
we work hard,” Peters said. “We 
don’t really stop at the first few 
drafts of a song structure. We 
keep on going, for a long time, 
until it’s done.”

But that did not mean The 
Ballroom Thieves was stern 
in interacting with the crowd. 
Earley, Mauch and Peters all 
came up with trivia questions 
for the crowd. The award for 
answering correctly was a copy 

of their latest album, “A Wolf in 
the Doorway.”

The Ballroom Thieves will 
continue to tour straight until 
Christmas. After a short break 
they will start recording a new 
album and then get back on the 
road again.

“We’re kind of road dogs,” 
Mauch said.

Spirit of the Bear, a 
Youngstown indie rock group, 
opened for The Ballroom 
Thieves.

Carolyn Jesko is the pro-
gramming graduate assistant 
for Penguin Productions. Pen-
guin Productions’ concert series 
is an undertaking handed off to 
them from Student activities.

“There’s a whole concert se-
ries team that helps out with it,” 
Jesko said. “I am really enjoy-
ing having a whole team to give 

input and help out. And they’re 
great.”

Penguin Productions 
reached out to a booking agen-
cy in hopes of finding an artist 
to bring to perform in town. 
They ended up looking through 
the whole roster of bands and 
found The Ballroom Thieves.

“So, we asked if they were 
available and what their price 
range was,” Jesko said.

Penguin Productions’ mem-
bers assisted The Ballroom 
Thieves with operating the 
merchandise table.

“I’ve taken on more respon-
sibility,” Jesko said. “But I love 
it. I absolutely love doing it.”

Penguin Productions will 
continue to announce artists 
for their concert series, and 
will also organize the annual 
Fall Fire Fest.

BILLY LUDT
wrludt@student.ysu.edu

Internationally recognized 
artist Julia Galloway will con-
duct a lecture at Youngstown 
State University.

Galloway’s artist demon-
stration will be held on Mon-
day, Sept. 28 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. and again from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. at the Ceramics In-
tro Studio in Bliss Hall, room 
1059. Galloway will hold her 
guest lecture at 3 p.m. at the 
McDonough Museum of Art.

Galloway’s artwork can be 
found everywhere, from the 
United States, to Canada, to 
Asia. She has contributed to 
many prestigious collections, 
such as the Smithsonian Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C., 
the Long Beach Art Museum 
and The Art Gallery of Nova 
Scotia in Canada.

Though she was born in 
Boston, Galloway has traveled 
and studied all over the place. 
She went to graduate school 
in Colorado and also studied 
at New York State College of 
Art and Design, Nova Scotia 
College of Art and Design 

and Massachusetts College 
of Arts.

College and education 
have had a presence in a ma-
jority of Galloway’s life and 
career. She currently teaches 
about pottery and ceramics 
at the University of Montana. 
At UM, Galloway acts as the 
director of the arts program.

Galloway said she has been 
at the University of Montana 
for six years, but she has been 
teaching since 1999.

Though the demonstra-
tions and lecture are art-
centric, Galloway said that 
anybody is welcome to attend.

“I will include techniques 
which are both basic and ad-
vanced so the students won’t 
be bored,” Galloway said.

Galloway said she is look-
ing forward to her visit at YSU 
and always enjoys meeting 
new people in different places 
that share the same passions 
as her.

Galloway will be demon-
strating how to make cups, 
pictures and more out of clay. 
Galloway said that there will 
be something for everyone to 
learn and observe, whether 
they are interested in ceram-
ics or not.

World-travled Artist to 
Speak at YSU

MARY VAN JURA
mvanjura94@gmail.com

PHOTO  COURTESY OF JULIA  GALLOWAY.

PHOTO BY BILLY LUDT/THE JAMBAR.
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This is it. The week I 
thought would never come. 
The Muppets are going back 
on TV with new material, a 
new show and I’m here to 
witness it. What a time to 
be alive.

 Anyone who knows 
me knows that I love The 
Muppets. I’m not exactly 
quiet about it. From when 
I was young, Kermit, Miss 
Piggy, Gonzo and Animal 
were major parts of my life. 
When 2011 came along and 
“The Muppets” premiered 
in theaters, it was like a 
dream. And now, they’re 
back on TV, back to where 
they belong.

At this point you’re prob-
ably thinking, “Amber, 
chill, they’re puppets and 
they’re for five-year-olds.” 
But that’s the thing, they 
aren’t. The Muppets, since 
their conception, were 
geared to be the ultimate 
family entertainment, with 
jokes aimed at adults and 
physical comedy aimed for 

children. The pilot episode 
of the show was actually 
called “Sex and Violence,” 
obviously not aimed for 
children.

Actually, I’ve always been 
surprised by how indiffer-
ent so many people my age 
are about The Muppets. 
The whole premise of them 
is so appealing to people in 
college — a group of people 
trying to live their dreams 
and find their places in the 
world. That’s what we’re all 
trying to do, isn’t it?

I always joke that I know 
Kermits, Miss Piggys, Gon-
zos, Fozzies and Scooters 
in real life, but honestly, 
we all do. We all have that 
friend who thinks his jokes 
are funnier than they are, 
or know that girl who is 
so much of a diva that it’s 
almost ridiculous. We all 
know that soft-spoken lead-
er, the eye of a hurricane of 
crazy friends.

With shows like Fam-
ily Guy, The Simpsons, 
Futurama and Bob’s Burg-
ers on TV, it’s been proven 
that mediums tradition-
ally used for children’s en-
tertainment can work for 
adults. “The Muppet Show” 
worked in the past, embrac-
ing the television variety 
shows that were popular in 

the ‘70s. There’s no reason 
they couldn’t work now, 
only adapting to the reality 
show styled sitcoms that we 
know and love.

It’s no surprise that these 
characters have adapted 
and survived the tests of 
time. One of my favorite 
parts of The Muppets is 
how much heart they have, 
stemming from the chemis-
try and love that the people 
who created them had for 
each other. It isn’t hard to 
find story after story about 
Jim Henson. How much he 
loved his coworkers, how 
passionate he was about 
what he did. He’s quoted in 
saying, “If you care about 
what you do and work hard 
at it, there isn’t anything 
you can’t do if you want to,” 
a mentality that carries into 
his character’s personali-
ties. That passion continues 
to this day, kept alive by 
those who now carry the 
Muppet torch.

What I’m getting at is, 
you can laugh at someone 
who’s technically an adult 
loving The Muppets, but 
give the show a shot first. 
What you’ll find are char-
acters just like you, comedy 
that you may actually enjoy 
and, most importantly, a lot 
of heart.

Hop on the Hype
Train Kids, 
‘Cause The

 Muppets are 
Back on TV!

Millennials vote the way 
we engage in social activ-
ism; we show up as an issue 
boils over into the national 
eye, make sure everyone 
knows our opinion and 
then move onto the next 
issue the moment there’s a 
lull in the action. 

Endangered animals and 
African poaching have been 
problems for decades, but 
it takes Cecil getting shot to 
get everyone riled up and 
active for the better part of 
a week. 

In the political arena, 
the equivalent of harassing 
a dentist online who shot a 
lion is coming out to vote 
for the president. It’s the 
loudest, craziest time to 
vote, and everyone is do-
ing it. It also is the election 
where your vote has the 
least real power. 

When all the passion 
dies down, most people 
don’t go on to examine the 

complexities of a problem 
like poaching and how to 
actually engage it. Similar-
ly, when the results come 
in and a new president is 
elected, the fever dies down 
and we all return to busi-
ness as usual.  

According to a Pew Re-
search Center’s February 
2014 survey, Millennials, 
ages 18-24 are showing up 
to vote for presidential elec-
tions. When asked if they 
were planning to vote in the 
2016 election, 80 percent 
the age group said yes. The 
problem here isn’t that Mil-
lennials don’t vote, it’s that 
they only vote in one kind of 
election. 

Voting during the pri-
maries and midterm elec-
tions are just as — if not 
more — important than 
voting during the presiden-
tial election. Current vot-
ing campaigns push young 
Americans to head to the 

presidential polls using ex-
pensive ads that attempt 
to show voting as cool or 
hip. Millennials know their 
voice makes a difference, 
but they don’t know how 
much they make a differ-
ence, especially when it 
comes to local elections. 

Voting only for the presi-
dent is sort of like going to 
church only on Christmas 
and Easter. Sure, it prob-
ably makes you (or your 
grandma) feel good, but it 
doesn’t exactly make you a 
disciple either. 

Change happens from 
the inside. Putting icing on 
garbage doesn’t make it at-
tractive. It’s like trying to 
spray air freshener on a rot-
ting corpse. You can’t mask 
something that’s deterio-
rating by taping the exterior 
together.

The government is bil-
lions of dollars in debt be-
cause of war? Vote for a 

congressperson that doesn’t 
support outrageous war 
spending. Smaller towns 
losing population? Vote to 
build new schools and im-
prove the education of the 
youth. 

While the president has a 
major effect on the country 
and the direction it’s head-
ing, Millennials can make a 
noticeable change in their 
immediate area by voting in 
smaller elections. 

Yes, the government 
has been working fine for 
the past 200-plus years, 
but just because a machine 
is working doesn’t mean 
it doesn’t require mainte-
nance. The agenda we’ve 
been running on has been 
slowly running into prob-
lems, and now more than 
ever, we must fix it. 

And by we, I mean the 
Millennials. It’s our time 
to assert our demographic 
dominance politically. Mil-

lennials are the new major-
ity. The radical change this 
country needs isn’t going to 
come in the form of one man 
or woman in the oval office. 
This country was founded 
on checks and balances. 
The only way to fix the mess 
the nation is in is to work 
internally. Start small, vote 
locally. Begin getting in-
volved in your community. 
When the groundwork is 
properly laid, the structure 
built on top of it is going to 
be substantially sounder. 

Instead of sugar coating 
a rotten core, let’s build a 
better base and work our 
way up. Change isn’t go-
ing to happen in this coun-
try because of one person, 
it’s because of all of us. Go 
vote and be heard as often 
as elections happen. It’s a 
right people have fought 
and died to earn, don’t take 
it for granted. Want a better 
future? Make it happen. 

NEXT MONTH, NEXT YEAR AND 
EVERY YEAR AFTER: 

WHY SMALLER ELECTIONS HAVE 
BIGGER IMPACT 

AMBER PALMER
ampalmer03@student.ysu.edu

CARTOONE BY: NATE BEELER 
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Drew Zuhosky
atzuhosky@student.ysu.edu

DAN HINER
dhinerjr@gmail.com

YSU Cross Country Team Looks to
 Continue Last Season’s Success

GRAPHICS BY RJ MIKOLAJ/THE JAMBAR.

Check out the Penguin Playbook
on The Jambar’sYoutube channel

for sports videos throughout the year!

Youngstown State Univer-
sity’s enrollment has seemed 
to plateau, and the YSU athlet-
ics department is investigating 
two new sports to draw female 
high school recruits.

President Jim Tressel con-
firmed YSU is investigating 
the potential additions of a 
women’s rowing team and a 
women’s lacrosse team.

“We’re constantly looking 
for ways to bring in more re-
ally good students and people 
to choose YSU for unique rea-
sons,” Tressel said. “We’re in 
the midst of studying it, we are 
a little ways off from making 
any decisions, but they are two 
of the sports we are studying.”

The study of potential 
women’s lacrosse and rowing 
teams comes on the heels of 
Chelsea Gilliam being named 
the first head coach of the 
women’s bowling team, which 
was formed in March.

It’s no secret Tressel has 
made increasing enrollment 
at YSU a top priority since be-
coming president in July 2014. 
Ron Strollo, YSU Athletic di-
rector, said the addition of new 
sports could increase future 
enrollment.

“Obviously our department 
has been challenged, probably 
just like every other depart-
ment on campus, to figure 
out how to draw prospective 
students to campus,” Strollo 
said. “For us, one of those op-

portunities not only is to in-
crease the roster sizes we are 
currently carrying, but also 
look to potentially add some 
programs that might attract 
students from outside our nor-
mal region.”

Strollo went on to say the 
idea of adding more sports has 
been discussed since Tressel 
came back to Youngstown.

Tressel briefly touched on 
the idea to the YSU Board of 
Trustees on Sept. 8. A formal 
proposal was not made, but a 
plan could be discussed during 
the Board of Trustees meeting 
on Dec. 1.

Financial Implications

The topic was mentioned 
to the Board of Trustees a 
week after YSU announced 
the hiring of Chelsea Gilliam 
as the head coach of the newly 
founded YSU women’s bowl-
ing team.

Strollo said the university 
is not concerned with the po-
tential new sports generating 
revenue from attendance of 
games or merchandise sales, 
but believes the university will 
profit from the added costs of 
athletes attending YSU.

“I guess we never looked at 
it in that fashion,” Strollo said. 
“Obviously the more students 
we have on campus, the better 
off financially it is. If you just 
look at the revenue and the 
expenses for each program, if 
you add in the tuition, fees and 
room and board they bring in, 

I’m sure all of our programs 
run a net profit for the univer-
sity.”

 Since a formal proposal 
hasn’t been made, the num-
bers for cost and home venues 
for each team are still being re-
searched. Those figures could 
be discussed at the next Board 
of Trustees meeting.

The creation of new sports 
over the past seven months has 
been a result of the university 
trying to keep up Title IX — a 
federal law that prohibits fed-
erally funded universities from 
sexual discrimination based on 
the sports the university pro-
vides.

“They usually have out-
standing students and obvi-
ously they are both women’s, 
which would help us in our 
Title IX compliance,” Tressel 
said.

Strollo wanted to reiter-
ate that YSU has not formally 
announced the creation of the 
programs and there is no guar-
antee the proposal of the sports 
will be passed. However, other 
sports could be created in the 
future.

“It’s hard to say, we have 
a gender equity plan on cam-
pus,” Strollo said. “Every four 
or five years, I think, to keep 
up with federal law, we’re go-
ing to have to look into adding 
a sport. It’s a matter of time, 
whether that time is in the next 
one to three years or in the 
next 10 years. I think it would 
be likely we would add a sport 
or two.”

YouTube.com/JambarVideo

Penguins Strike Early Against 
St. Bonaventure

Youngstown State University’s Kathy Baquero (5) scored the Penguins’ go-ahead goal during the team’s 2-1 win over St. Bonaventure University on 
Sunday. Baquero’s goal was the first of the year, but she led the team in scoring last season.  

PHOTO BY DAN HINER/THE JAMBAR.

The Youngstown State 
University soccer team 
played its last non-confer-
ence game of the season on 
Sunday afternoon versus 
the St. Bonaventure Univer-
sity Bonnies.

A pair of goals after 
the 30-minute mark from 
junior midfielder Kathy 
Baquero and sophomore 
midfielder Kyler Lum 
would be all the Penguins 
needed in a 2-1 win.

With just over 10 min-
utes left to play in the first 
half, Baquero converted on 
an assist from defender Sar-

ah Staley to give YSU (5-5) 
a 1-0 advantage. During the 
51st minute of the match, 
Lum scored her second goal 
in as many games off of an 
Abby Kenski assist to in-
crease the lead to 2-0.

Nearly 10 minutes later, 
St. Bonaventure (3-4-2) 
scored after forward Lau-
ren Hill recorded her fourth 
goal of the season — fresh-
man forward Jessica Scrug-
gs was credited with an as-
sist.

Lum led the Penguins in 
the stats column with four 
shots, two on goal. Baquero 
registered two shots, one on 
goal.

St. Bonaventure was led 
in the stats column by Hill, 
who recorded seven shots, 

three on target. Scruggs and 
senior forward Abby Mai-
ello each took two shots. 
The Bonnies took 17 total 
shots in the contest, seven 
on goal.

YSU goalkeeper Eliza-
beth Balgoyen recorded six 
saves in the game, while St. 
Bonaventure goalkeeper 
Christina Sarokon made 
three.

After the contest, YSU 
head coach Will Lemke of-
fered his thoughts on the 
victory.

“We knew this was going 
to be a sandwich game com-
ing off of a tough conference 
game on Friday where we 
didn’t play well, and then 
we have defending confer-
ence champion Valparaiso 

coming in this Saturday,” 
Lemke said. “We wanted 
to gain some focus and get 
a strong start, which I felt 
we did, posting a 2-0 lead. I 
was happy with that aspect. 
We showed a little more 
firepower offensively and 
we were able to come out 
and make the other team 
chase us for once.”

The Penguins were more 
aggressive in Sunday’s con-
test. Lemke said the team 
needed to be better offen-
sively to get a win against 
St. Bonaventure.

“I think that the girls did 
a good job moving the ball,” 
he said. “We were way too 
passive on Friday, so we 
emphasized that we wanted 
to pick up the pace and the 

pressure on the defensive 
side and on the offensive 
side — we wanted to move 
the ball quicker. I think we 
did a little better job of that 
today.”

Lum talked about how 
Sunday’s match would get 
the team ready for Valpara-
iso University this weekend.

“We just have to work 
really hard in that game,” 
she said. “I think that our 
warm-up in this game was 
so much better than it’s 
been, and I think that we 
just need to keep the inten-
sity up, keep focused and 
just train hard for this up-
coming game.”

YSU May Potentially Add Two 
New Women’s Sports:

University Hopes Expanded 
Athletics Increase Enrollment


