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Lake-to-River Food Coop-
erative met with Youngstown 
State University’s Student 
Government Association about 
opening a grocery store on Elm 
Street this spring.

Lake-to-River Food Coop-
erative consists of farmers, 
food buyers and processors. 
The group delivers nutritious 
food directly to schools, res-
taurants and institutions. The 
store will feature locally-grown 
produce, fresh-baked bread 
and other products.

Melissa Miller, president of 
Lake-to-River Food Coopera-
tive, said this has been a goal 
since the organization’s start.

“We really have been work-
ing towards this for the past 
four years,” Miller said. “Our 
intention was to get to a retail 
brick-and-mortar location, so 
we really just stepped along. 
We feel like [each step] formed 
this next decision, which is a 
grocery store.”

YSU students will be the 
target audience for the grocery 
store. Ashley Orr, president 
of SGA, said the organiza-
tion wants their feedback and 

ideas about what the new store 
should feature.

“If they are going to have 
students as a huge customer 
base, then they want to have 
what students want. And I 
think that their willingness to 
listen to us really shows dedi-
cation,” Orr said. “And the one 
thing that I really like about 
this organization is their ap-
proach. They’re listening to 
students.”

Rebecca Banks, a YSU grad-
uate, said the store will draw 
in students because many of 
them don’t have transportation 
to other grocery stores.

Jacob Schriner-Briggs, ex-
ecutive vice president of SGA, 
said it’s good for students to 
know where their food was 
grown.

Lake-to-River is also open-
ing a cafe called Cultivate on 
the same street, so students 
can grab a cup of coffee to re-
fuel after shopping at the store. 
They hope that creating these 
businesses in an area where 
vacant homes have been bull-
dozed will revitalize the neigh-
borhood and give purpose to 
the space.

Good Food 
is Coming 

to the 
North Side

Paul Hill enrolled at 
Youngstown State University 
as a freshman in 1984. He’s re-
turning to finish his degree 31 
years later.

College is a place where stu-
dents have the opportunity to 
experience and try new things, 
and it wasn’t any different for 
Hill in the ‘80s.

“At 17, I saw myself in a 
situation where everything was 
new, so I wanted to experi-
ment, see what was out there. 
With that mindset, it got me 
into trouble,” Hill said.

He succumbed to peer pres-
sure and started experiment-
ing with drugs along with some 
fellow students, which led to an 
addiction.

“Drugs were my problem,” 
Hill said. “That was my choice. 
No one put a gun to my head. 
Nobody forced me. I con-
sciously decided to try it, and 
when I did, that was that.”

When he was in school, he 
was a member of the marching 
pride, which led him to cross 
paths with YSU President Jim 
Tressel when he was coaching 
the football team.

Tressel said he sees Hill’s 
story as one of empowerment 

and change.
“I think his story is one of 

persistence,” Tressel said.
Hill arrived at YSU in 1984 

without much focus, and feel-
ing like he lacked a support 
system. His mother had him at 
17, and she had four other chil-
dren to raise on her own.

“I came to school in the be-
ginning because I basically had 
nothing else to do at the time. 
I did not take it seriously,” Hill 
said. “School was just not my 
priority; what I cared about at 
the time was truly just doing 
drugs.”

He dropped in and out of 
school over the next several 
years.

“I kept trying to come back, 
but I was not free from the 
bondage of the addiction,” 
Hill said. “I basically came to 
school just because of the pres-
sure. I was the first person in 
my family to come to college, 
and it was expected of me to be 
in school.”

Before long, his addiction 
got the better of him as he re-
sorted to theft to support his 
habit, which led to his incar-
ceration in October of 2008.

“I did stupid things, I justi-
fied things because of my ad-
diction, and I made bad choic-
es,” Hill said.

Prison ended up provid-
ing  a change in perspective for 
Hill.

“When I was doing drugs 

and making these choices, I 
was only thinking that this im-
pacted me. It wasn’t until I was 
incarcerated, and my mom and 
sisters came to visit me, and 
they were crying,” Hill said. “I 

remember thinking, ‘Why are 
they crying?’”

He said he started to realize 
the impact his addiction had 
on his family. They had to ac-
cept his phone calls, pay for gas 
to come visit him and send him 

money. He said seeing the ef-
fects his choices had on those 
around him led him to change.
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Second Chances: 
One Student’s 

Thirty-year Journey
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The Youngstown State 
University Holocaust in 
American Culture honors 
course has recently received 
the opportunity to help the 
United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum develop 
and test a new website in 
anticipation of a future ex-
hibit.

David Klevan, digital 
learning strategist at the 
museum, designs and de-
velops distance learning 
projects, Internet-based 
learning activities and on-
line educational events. He 
said he posted to Facebook 
in search of help from high 
schools and universities to 
test the web design.

Helene Sinnreich, direc-
tor of the Center for Ju-
daic and Holocaust Stud-
ies, teaches the class and 
reached out to Klevan for 
the opportunity to help.

The first step was to de-
sign the website in a way 
that the public will be able 
to navigate.

“[They are testing] 
whether the design makes 
sense, whether it’s intui-
tive,” Klevan said.

Sinnreich and volunteers 
from her honors class have 
already participated in this 
first round of testing.

“They had a mock-up of 
the website, and the stu-
dents video-conferenced 
with the researchers to talk 
about what worked and 
didn’t work,” Sinnreich 
said.

The second step is to 
populate the website with 
data that will provide infor-
mation about the reality of 
the Holocaust as seen by the 
American people through 
smaller newspapers.

Klevan said the project is 

mainly about understand-
ing what Americans knew 
about what was going on in 
Europe at the time.

“It’s about uploading ar-
ticles about the Holocaust,” 
Sinnreich said. “They’re ba-
sically looking at predomi-
nantly local coverage of the 
Holocaust as opposed to 
The New York Times and 
papers people typically look 
at. That’s why they’re cre-
ating this site that people 
can access on a more local 
level.”

Holocaust Museum and 
YSU Students Work 

Together to 
Preserve History 
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Pursuing deadly diseases 
through extensive study in 
jungles across the globe is just 
another day for Nathan Wolfe, 
the “Indiana Jones” of virus 
hunting. Wolfe will be speak-
ing at Stambaugh Auditorium 
Thursday.

After receiving his doctor-
ate in Immunology and Infec-
tious Diseases from Harvard 
University in 1998, Wolfe has 
spent his life studying deadly 
viruses to detect worldwide 
disease pandemics before they 
kill millions.

According to Wolfe’s bi-
ography, the biologist coordi-
nates over 100 scientists and 
staff in order to spot viruses 
and predict the potentiality of 
an outbreak. 

Wolfe’s team collects and 
catalogues blood samples, sur-

veys wild animals, scans urban 
blood banks and documents 
how diseases are transferred 
and distributed.   

Data gleaned from a dozen 
field sites in Cameroon, China, 
Malaysia and other countries 
have led to the discovery of a 
number of previously unknown 
infectious agents, notably sim-
ian foamy and t-lymphotropic 
viruses that emerged from pri-
mate reservoirs and spread to 
humans. 

Youngstown State Univer-
sity students have a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to hear 
Wolfe speak, according to 
Jackie LeViseur, the director of 
university events. 

“I think he’ll appeal to a 
very unique population that we 
haven’t hit upon before,” LeVi-
seur said. “But I think he would 
be appealing to everybody with 
the stuff that he is going to be 
sharing.” 

As with all Skeggs Lectures, 
tickets are free but you must 

have a ticket to attend. Lec-
tures are funded by the Skeggs 
Family Foundation, not uni-
versity money, explained Le-
Viseur. 

The Skeggs Lecture Series 
began in 1966 by the Skeggs 
Foundation in honor of Leon-
ard T. Skeggs, Sr., according to 
Jodi Skeggs Naji, the vice pres-
ident of Skeggs Foundation. 

“Usually when we have 
these speakers come in, we try 
to schedule them for different 
projects throughout the day so 
he [Wolfe] will be doing a news 
conference, and then a private 
dinner. He will be doing a stu-
dent presentation, this lecture 
and then a book signing after 
the lecture,” LeViseur said. 

Wolfe will be signing his 
book, “The Viral Storm: The 
Dawn of a New Pandemic 
Age,” published in 2011. 

“Viral Storm” takes the 
reader on research expeditions 
with Wolfe, while he explains 
how viruses and human be-

ings evolve side-by-side and 
why humans are vulnerable to 
a pandemic. 

After the Skeggs Lecture, 
consider sticking around for 
the book signing. 

“It’s a really nice benefit to 
campus and community that 
we get these experts coming 
in and you can come listen to 
them, learn, and experience 
something that you normally 
wouldn’t,” LeViseur said. 

In fact, YSU students are 
encouraged to recommend po-
tential lecturers. 

“I am always open to sug-
gestions if they have any 
speaker that they would like 
to hear,” LeViseur said. “There 
is a board that discusses the 
speakers and who they think 
would make a nice fit.”

“We meet once a year, of-
ficially and then we do a lot of 
the picking via email and all,” 
Naji said. “Jackie LeViseur 
does a lot; she does a lot of the 
footwork.”

“George McCloud had come 
up with an idea that we kind of 
cycle through having a science 
person, a political person, a 
literary person, someone from 
the arts,” Naji said.

The Skeggs Lectures are 
scheduled twice a year with 
one in the early fall and one in 
the early spring.

The lecturer for next April 
is Raymond Kelly, who was the 
New York City Commissioner 
during 9-11. Kelly has a history 
in law enforcement and is a 
Marine. 

“So, as you can see, going 
from Nathan Wolfe to Ray-
mond Kelly, we try to keep the 
speakers diverse and of inter-
est to everybody,” LeViseur 
said.  

Tickets are available now at 
Stambaugh Auditorium. Pick 
up your tickets in person or 
call 330-259-0555. Hours are 
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., or 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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The New North Side

The second in a series of 
four Better Blocks was held on 
Elm Street over the weekend to 
the north of campus.

Better Blocks bring people 
to underutilized neighbor-
hoods and temporarily activate 
corridors.

Melissa Miller, president of 
the Lake-to-River Food Coop-
erative, organized the event.

“[Better Blocks] take com-
mercial streets in a community 
and they create a lively vibrant 
block or two,” Miller said. 
“They are usually a day and 
they help the community envi-
sion what it could be.”

Miller said Better Blocks 
bring awareness to what the 
neighborhood needs, if execut-
ed properly.

“Do we need parking spots? 
Do we need better lighting? 
Do we need clean ups? What 

needs to be done?” Miller said.
There are anchors on the 

North Side, such as Dorian 
Books, Northside Farmers 
Market and Edward’s Flowers 
that bring some level of atten-
tion and stability to the neigh-
borhood.

“The Lake-to-River Food 
Cooperative [Grocery Store] 
will open soon, and the Lake-
to-River Food Hub has been in 
business for about five years,” 
Miller said. “We have some 
great anchors here, and we 
are just trying to revitalize our 
neighborhood. We really want 
to become a destination for 
local businesses. Whether it 
is a food business, local retail 
business, local neighborhood 
things.”

Rodd Coonce, owner of Full 
Circle Florist, said the event 
serves as an introduction to re-
branding the area as NOMA — 
North of Madison Avenue.

“The Better Block is a kick 
off for the invigoration of this 

area,” Coonce said. “NOMA. 
This is what we are going to 
call this new part of town.”

He said they will be having 
a jazz trio perform the first Fri-
day of every month, and on the 
first Saturday of every month, 
The Dana School of Music will 
present Saturday Broadway at 
Madison.

The residents are optimistic 
that Better Block will bring at-
tention the community.

“Just because we are in an 
area that isn’t so full of life, 
doesn’t mean that we wouldn’t 
like to have things like a yoga 
studio, a hardware store, bike 
store, maintenance store or 
a decent place to eat,” Miller 
said. “But we are trying to help 
people think about what this 
neighborhood needs.”

Cindy Eastman, who has 
worked at Edward’s Flowers 
for 31 years, said she hopes it 
will make an impact.

“We’ve been looking for-
ward to something happening 

since the 2000 campus cam-
paign, but it didn’t go any-
where, so I hope something 
changes,” Eastman said.

The neighborhood and sup-
porting groups are trying to 
bring light to what is needed in 
the area.

“It really works out because 
we have help from the resi-
dents, the business owners and 
even the mayor was here ear-
lier,” Miller said. “The cross-
walks were painted, they were 
not painted all the way, but at 
least the residents helped by 
adding some duct tape.”

The houses that were used 
as the place markers for the 
potential storefronts were ac-
quired by the Common Wealth 
Kitchen Incubator over the last 
few months.

“What really impressed me 
about these Better Blocks, was 
once someone found out about 
our little neighborhood associ-
ation that was trying to make a 
change in this area, people just 

started coming in full force, fix-
ing the front of their buildings 
and things like that,” Miller 
said.

Chris Fellows, a resident 
of the South Side, came to 
the Better Block and was im-
pressed with some of the 
change occurring in the area. 
He was looking forward to the 
South Side Better Block on 
Midlothian.

“We come up to the North 
Side farmers market all the 
time,” Fellows said. “I am hop-
ing that we have a nice show-
ing like this on the South Side 
in a couple of weeks.”

Coonce said he is satisfied 
with his neighborhood.

“I’m extremely proud 
to be one of the pioneers of 
this neighborhood, part of a 
neighborhood that is mak-
ing a difference,” Coonce said. 
“Youngstown is a place you can 
make a difference.”

Rebranding, as shown in the sign in the photo is one of many steps being taken to to revitalize NOMA

The Pursuit
 of Pandemics
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Sinnreich said she is 
proud to offer this opportu-
nity to her class.

“Usually the opportunity 
to work with a major re-
search institution like this 
requires leaving your home 
area, paying to get there, 
and most of these major in-
stitutions give only a bare-
bones kind of stipend that 
barely covers cost of living,” 
Sinnreich said. “Also it’s an 
opportunity to do it while 
you’re still in classes, sched-
uling your work around 
your existing duties.”

Her own experience as 
an intern with the museum 
in 1995 led Sinnreich to ac-
cept this opportunity on be-
half of her students.

“In order for me to have 

an opportunity to work for 
the Holocaust museum, I 
took a year off from col-
lege. I lived in D.C., which 
was a wonderful experi-
ence, but at that time I was 
living on ramen in order to 
make ends meet because 
I wasn’t paid for the first 
three months at all, and 
then I was paid very little,” 
Sinnreich said.

Sinnreich said she is 
happy that her students 
have the chance to work 
with the museum from 
home.

“It’s not an easy thing 
to gain as an experience. I 
was very excited that our 
students were able to gain 
that experience,” Sinnreich 
said. “It’s not always easy 
for them to take time out of 
their existing lives in order 
to have those kinds of expe-
riences.”

“When I was ready for that, 
my family was there,” Hill said. 
“A lot of us take that for grant-
ed, and back then I didn’t see 
it, or did not want to see it be-
cause I had so much animosity 
in my heart.” 

He said that experience 
helped him find his spiritual-
ity.

“I have found God, and He 
has guided me through this 
process,” Hill said. “It truly did 
help me through my struggles.”

Hill was released in 2010, 
and with a support system be-
hind him, he started putting 
his life back together.

“I came out of prison, and 
two days later I got a job be-
cause I told my job interview-
er that I stole to support my 
habit, but I have grown since 
then,” Hill said. “Once you own 
up to your mistakes, it is easier 
to get past them.”

He worked in Ohio without 
obtaining permission from the 
parole board in Pennsylvania. 
The violation led him back to 
prison for just under a year.

While in prison, he began 
the process of returning to 
YSU. In the summer of 2014, 
30 years after he first set foot 
on campus, Paul was a penguin 
again.

“Knowledge is power,” Hill 
said. “If you don’t equip your-
self with the tools that you 
need, then you will not be able 
to succeed in this great big 
world that we have.”

He has rejoined the march-
ing pride, and it wasn’t long 
before he ran into Tressel in 
Kilcawley Center on his way to 
practice.

“He started talking me and 
he remembered me from when 
I went to school here in the 
‘80s,” Hill said. “That was just 
amazing to me. He is always 
so focused on getting to know 
the students and of getting to 
know everyone as a person.”

Tressel said he hopes YSU 
can serve as a refuge for Hill.

“YSU is welcoming, and you 
can feel that on this campus,” 
Tressel said. “And when he 
was marching in the band in 
the late ‘80s and ‘90s, it was a 
magical time here.”

Hill said he is at peace with 
his past and his addiction, and 
now he wants to use his experi-
ences to keep others from mak-
ing the same mistake.

“Our life experiences can 
help other people,” Hill said. 
“Especially when you have 
someone like me who made 
mistakes in the past. I want to 

be able to help someone else 
from making the same mis-
takes that I did.”

Tressel recalled a recent 
meeting with Hill.

“He told me that he wanted 
an opportunity to help students 
because he knows exactly how 
they are feeling, and the temp-
tation of solving problems the 
wrong way,” Tressel said.

Hill said he wants students 
to understand that drugs and 
alcohol are prevalent on stu-
dent campuses. They are diffi-
cult to push away, but if you do 
make mistakes, you have to be 
able to ask for help.

He said he wasn’t able to 
change until he reached his 
lowest point in prison, but it 
doesn’t have to be that way.

“There are resources there 
for you. Students need to feel 
safe coming to the resources 
that they have available,” Hill 
said. “If you feel yourself ready 
to slip, that is a time when you 
go to someone.”

Tressel said he realizes we 
need more assistance with 
mental health counseling on 
campus.

“We have a great program, 
but actual resources and access 
to counselors is a little limited,” 
Tressel said. “We are hoping to 
change that very soon.”

He said he also hopes that 
students can learn from Hill’s 
experience.

“Paul is one of those people 
that can make others believe 
they can accomplish anything 
as well,” Tressel said.

Hill said he wants nontradi-
tional students to understand 
that it’s never too late to try to 
fulfill your goals.

“Failure does not define 
who we are. In most pursuits, 
obstacles will be in the way, 
but at that point we can either 
give up or learn something and 
try again and eventually reach 
success,” Hill said.

He said he is grateful that 
he can finally work toward ob-
taining his music degree.

“I want to be a teacher. I 
want to influence inner city ar-
eas in particular. You wouldn’t 
know from seeing someone 
like me that I can sing opera in 
five different languages or play 
seven instruments,” Hill said. 
“You can’t judge a book by its 
cover.”

Hill was unable to march 
with the band this year because 
of the recital schedule required 
of him as a voice major, but he 
intends to march next fall be-
fore graduating in the winter.

“At 50 years old, I’m going 
to be back out there marching 
with the band,” Hill said. “I just 
love it.”
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News

CHICKEN DINNER, $8.00 
Wednesdays, 1130 AM-1PM  

BAKED CHICKEN (LIGHT OR DARK)* SALAD* 
VEGETABLE*MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY*  

BREAD*DESSERT AND “BOTTOMLESS” COFFEE OR TEA  
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
323 Wick Ave.- across Wick from YSU’s Jones Hall 

 

For preorder or take out call 330.743.3175 

YSU Art Students Semi-finalists in
 Adobe Design 

Contest

Nathan Unger and Carson Fryman, two graphic and inter-
active design students, were semi-finalists in the 2015 Adobe 
Design Achievement Awards Contest. For Unger’s project, he 
developed a brand identity for a fictional company called Chow-
Down, an all-natural dog food and treat company. For Fryman’s 
project, she created a persuasive, fictitious advertisement cam-
paign inspired by her cousin who has Downs Syndrome.

Little Rock Nine Member to Visit 
Campus Oct. 6 and 7

Minnijean Brown Trickey, a civil rights leader and peace ac-
tivist, will come to Youngstown State University’s campus on 
Oct. 6 and 7 to screen a documentary on her life. In 1957, Trick-
ey was one of the Little Rock Nine who defied threats to attend 
an all-white high school. Her documentary entitled “Journey to 
Little Rock: The Untold Story of Minnijean Brown Trickey” will 
be screened at 7 p.m. in the Chestnut Room of Kilcawley on Oct. 
6. A shorter version will be screened at 10 a.m. in the McKay 
Auditorium of the Beeghly College of Education on Oct. 7.

HEALTH CARE DEBATE OPPORTUNITY

GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE OUGHT TO BE 
ABOLISHED.

You will take the negative.  I will take the 
affirmative.  Format, rules, date, time, 
and non-YSU location to be determined.  
Pending independent, non-YSU support.

OTHER

HOUSING

Need Birth Control, Plan B, Pap 
Smear, STD Test,3D/4D Ultra-
sound, Pregnant? 
Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU 
campus, all insurances,walk–ins. 330-
746-7007, askthedoctor@aiwhealth.
com, answered confidentially.

CLASSIFIEDS

IT TAKES TWO
Licensed and inspected two-
bedroom apartment includes all 
utlities, appliances, and laundry. 
Plus ADT, cable, dual broadband 
internet. $455 each. Call Chris 
330-743-7368.

Apartment for Rent 
5 bedrooms upstairs duplex, 2 
bath, parking lot,security,washer/
drier, near campus,$750+ utilities. 
See Craig’s list. Kathy 330-565-
4158

NEW BEGINNINGS RESIDENTAL 
CENTER
Behavior Care Staff for residential be-
havioral/mental health center for  youth. 
FT/PT positions.Must be over 21, have 
vaild driver’s license, minimum HS di-
ploma.Criminal background check re-
quired.Submit resume to : PO Box 664, 
Youngstown, OH 44501. 

STUDENT HOUSING $350PP
Clean, quiet and safe bring your 
friends and share this 5 bedroom 
3 bath home partially furnished, in-
cludes ALL utilites, appliances, laun-
dry. Plus security, cable and internet. 
$350 pp. Phone or text Darian 330-
559-6219.

HOUSING
Two bedroom apts for rent. One block 
from YSU. All utilites plus cable/internet 
included in rent. Call 330-720-0964 or 
330-770--4472 $500.00 per student. 

YOU’RE THE ONLY ONE
Licensed and Inspected one-bedroom 
apartment includes all utilities, appliances 
and laundry. Plus ADT, cable, dual broad-
band Internet. From $695. Call Chris 
330-743-7368.

HELP WANTED
WANTED
Looking for a preschool teacher and a 
teacher assistant with a degree, CDA or 
2 year experience minimum. Near YSU. 
Call 330-740-0323. 

WANTED
Delivery driver for flower shop.Willing to 
work around college schedule. Good 
driving record. Good physical condition. 
Contact if interested 330-799-3261 
Mon-Fri 9 to 5. 

HOUSING
Residence just off campus 
Licensed and Inspected. Includes 
Utilities, laundry, TV hookup.
Accommodates 3 to 4 students. 
Updated $300.00 month each. Call 
330-755-7986.

THIRTY-YEAR JOURNEY
FRONT

GOOD FOOD 
FRONT

“PRODUCE” BY RICK IS LICENSED UNDER CC BY 2.0 

HOLOCAUST MUSEUM 
FRONT

Unlike stores like Giant Ea-
gle, the Lake-to-River grocery 
store intends to engage with 
the community and educate 
people about holistic lifestyles, 
healthy cooking and growing 
crops. For example, they offer 
cooking and canning classes at 
the Common Wealth Kitchen 
Incubator, a shared-use kitch-
en, across the street.

“I really hope we can reach 
out and do things to engage 
with students. A big part of any 
cooperative is education, so 
there will be lots of education,” 
Miller said. “There will be lots 
of education about food and 
certainly there are opportuni-
ties in that space to learn about 
growing, so there’s lots of ways 
to engage with food and their 
community.”

She added that she isn’t 
trying to create competition 
for other stores. She wants to 
serve and educate the people 
of Youngstown.

People are encouraged to 
sell goods they make at the 
kitchen incubator.

Students who want hot food 
can go to the store and buy 
things that other people made 
at the incubator, instead of 
purchasing fast food.

The store will be open year 
round, and Miller said they 
have a contract with a regional 
supplier so students can expect 
the same quality and freshness 
of produce in the winter.

“Yes, we will have local ap-
ples and local lettuce in season, 
but when winter time comes 
and there’s not local lettuce 
anywhere else, we’ll still have 
lettuce,” Miller said. “We’ll 
still have bananas, granola, 
things like that, that everybody 
needs.”

Arnie Clebone, treasurer of 
Lake-to River Food Coopera-
tive, said that because of meth-
ods local farmers use to grow 
produce, they will still offer 
some locally-grown produce 
out of season.

“We have a lot of indoor 
growers who have a huge hy-
droponic lettuce grower, and 
we have people who grow 
in hoop houses [similar to a 
greenhouse]. When we have 
things that we find during the 
season, some of our people use 
the incubator and [freeze it or 
can it] and save it for prepared 
foods,” he said.

Miller said the food they 
will have in the off season will 
be more fresh and delicious 
than at a normal grocery store.

Lake-to-River plans on in-
volving students; they will pro-
vide jobs and internships, as 
well as allow students to make 
money by selling homemade 
goods.

“We need student support 
and we hope we can get it be-
cause it will be vital to the suc-
cess. It’s a large market,” Cle-
bone said.
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Named one of Time’s 100 
Most Influential People in the 
World, Nathan Wolfe draws on 
his breakthrough discoveries 
to tell us where viruses come 
from, why they spread and 
how to stop them.
Wolfe is a professor of Hu-
man Biology at Stanford Uni-
versity; the Founder and CEO 
of Metabiota, a company that 
specializes in microbiologi-
cal research, products and 
services; and the Chair of 
Global Viral, a non-profit that 
promotes exploration and 
stewardship of the microbial 
world. 
Wolfe was named a Roll-
ing Stone “100 Agents of 
Change,” a National Geo-
graphic Emerging Explorer, a 
World Economic Forum Young 
Global Leader, STAMBAUGH 
BOX OFFICE, MONDAY–FRI-
DAY, 9 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
*This event is free and open 
to the public, but tickets are 
required.
MORE INFO: 
330-941-2136 or 
jmleviseur@ysu.edu

S K E G G S  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S

Nathan Wolfe
Before It Strikes

Thursday, October 8  •  7:00 p.m.
Stambaugh Auditorium
1000 Fifth Avenue, Youngstown, Ohio

Known as the “Indiana Jones” of virus hunting, 
Nathan Wolfe travels the world to track, study 

and eradicate the next pandemic before it strikes.

YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

Youngstown’s newest art gallery, The Soap Gallery, had its grand opening on Friday, Oct. 2. The gallery currently features work from an array of Youngstown artists.

Armed with only a guitar, a 
harmonica and a flat-brimmed 
hat, Anthony D’Amato performed 
quiet, fingerpicked songs to a recep-
tive crowd.

The singer-songwriter per-
formed a free solo set at the M Gal-
lery in downtown Youngstown on 
Oct. 1.

He has shared the stage with 
acts like Bleachers and recently 
performed at the Americana Music 
Festival and Conference. The usual 
backing members of D’Amato’s 
band sat this performance out.

“Which will be good,” D’Amato 
said. “I was messing around in that 
space during sound check, and it’s 
really reverb-y, echo-y and stuff. So 
it’ll be cool to just be solo, acoustic 
and just let stuff ring out.”

Concertgoers took their seats, 
lined the walls and sat on the steps 
as D’Amato picked at guitar strings, 
blew into the harmonica and sang.

His show was booked and or-
ganized by Penguin Productions, a 
Youngstown State University stu-
dent organization.

“I want to do more college 
stuff,” D’Amato said. “I remem-
ber when I was in school I always 

wished there was more interesting 
stuff coming to campus. I like do-
ing these shows because I end up 
meeting young kids that are active 
online. And they want to share it 
with their friends and bring other 
people out next time.”

Between songs, D’Amato gave 
anecdotes, one in particular about 
the flat-brimmed hat he wears 
while performing. D’Amato ex-
plained that he acquired the hat at 
South by Southwest Music Festival 
in Austin, Texas.

But the hat would not fit in 
his luggage, so the only place for 
it was on his head. He purchased 
a hot dog from a vendor, and the 
vendor told D’Amato to enjoy the 
rest of Rumspringa, the teenage 
coming-of-age ceremony in Amish 
communities.

After driving five and a half 
hours from New Jersey, D’Amato 
arrived in Youngstown — his first 
time here.

“Well,  I ’ve heard of 
[Youngstown] mostly because of 
the Springsteen song,” D’Amato 
said. “I knew of it because of the 
steel mills and everything. It’s 
known outside of Ohio, but I wasn’t 
sure what to expect.”

After his stop in Youngstown, 
he performed the proceeding days 
in Elmira, New York and Nazareth, 
Pennsylvania. After a short break, 
D’Amato and his bandmates will 

head to the east coast for another 
round of touring, performing with 
David Wax Museum. Following 
their east coast tour, the band will 
play dates with American singer-
songwriter Israel Nash.

When asked about how he can 
spend so much time driving and not 
nod off — especially when driving 
by himself to solo gigs — D’Amato 
said he learned how to stay awake 
after hours on the road: hate listen-
ing.

“You put on just crazy conserva-
tive talk radio, and it just gets you 
so mad that you’re yelling at the ra-
dio. ‘That’s so stupid!’ And it keeps 
you focused, sharp and awake while 
you’re driving so you don’t drift 
off,” D’Amato said. “I just scan, 
and all of a sudden, as soon as you 
hear somebody that you recognize 
from Fox News talking. You can do 
it with pop radio too.”

D’Amato’s latest full-length re-
lease is “The Shipwreck From the 
Shore,” out from New West Re-
cords. D’Amato’s upcoming tour 
dates and previous releases can be 
found at www.anthonydamatomu-
sic.com.

D’Amato’s performance marks 
the first formal event at the M Gal-
lery since its grand opening. M Gal-
lery is located on the ground floor 
of Erie Terminal Place at 112 West 
Commerce St., Youngstown.

Solo Serenades with Anthony D’Amato 

PHOTO BY JUSTIN WIER/THE JAMBAR.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MATT MILLIGAN/PENGUIN PRODUCTIONS.

BILLY LUDT
wrludt@student.ysu.edu

The Soap Gallery, downtown 
Youngstown’s only indepen-
dently run art gallery, had its 
high-attendance grand open-
ing Friday.

Artists set up along the 
sidewalk outside the gallery 
to display and sell their work. 
There was live music, and re-
freshments were offered inside 
the gallery. Approximately 300 
people came to the grand open-
ing.

Daniel Rauschenbach 
worked this past year with his 
business partners Stephen 
Poullas, Chris Yambar and 
Sarra Mohn to open The Soap 
Gallery. All of those running the 
gallery are former Youngstown 
State University graduates.

Rauschenbach graduated 
with a degree in American stud-

ies in 2012 from YSU and has 
worked on projects with The 
Lemon Grove (now The 110 
Space) and the M Gallery, a re-
cently opened art gallery in the 
Erie Terminal Place downtown.

“I try to be a part of as much 
as I can,” he said.

The Soap Gallery plans to 
continue collaborating with 
other galleries in Youngstown. 
Rauschenbach is a firm believ-
er that Youngstown is a place 
where people should want to 
live because it is a cultural hub. 
He aims to keep YSU graduates 
here and with jobs.

“Youngstown is getting 
smaller population-wise, so The 
Soap Gallery is something to at-
tract people here,” Rauschen-
bach said. “We’re trying to do 
something local, but get na-
tional attention.”

The Soap Gallery will op-
erate as a hybrid between for 
profit and nonprofit. Proceeds 

from the events they host will 
assist the gallery, the artists in-
volved and separate civic orga-
nizations.

“We’re just benefitting the 
whole community at the mo-
ment,” Rauschenbach said. 
“It’s definitely a good vibe right 
now.”

Among the artists selling the 
work outside Soap were Sara 
and Tony Ciccarelli. Sara has 
been creating art for 15 years 
and her husband Tony only be-
gan six months ago.

“My mother would take me 
to festivals as a kid and sparked 
the interest in me,” Sara said.

Sara said that her art is an 
outlet for her to deal with her 
depression and to also honor 
her mother who passed away. 
She loves realism, although she 
finds it challenging, and focus-
es on a Geisha art style. Tony 
is into creating mixed media 
pieces. Their art can be viewed 

at geishaart.net.
Lynn Cardwell also set up 

at The Soap Gallery to sell her 
glass jewelry. Cardwell uses a 
kiln to melt and shape the glass 
and creates intricate, unique 
patterns on jewelry pieces.

“I have been a potter for a 
long time, and I teach pottery 
at the YMCA,” Cardwell said.

She also is a member of 
the Classical Strings Quartet, 
which plays weddings, events 
and pop-up shows. The Quar-
tet’s website is classicalstrings.
indiemade.com.

Rauschenbach said he hopes 
the place will last a while and 
that Youngstown will embrace 
all of the talent in the area. The 
whole idea of The Soap Gallery 
is for local artists to get recog-
nized for their work.

The Soap Gallery is orga-
nizing a summer event named 
Soap-A-Palooza. Soap-A-Paloo-
za will feature an array of local 

and national artists involved 
with comics, storyboarding and 
editorial cartoons.

In conjunction with The 
Soap Gallery, YSU art student 
Chauncey Hay will teach weekly 
watercolor classes. On Oct. 22 
at Suzie’s Dogs & Drafts on 
Phelps Street, The Soap Gal-
lery will host its second Soap@
Suzie’s, a live painting event. 
Proceeds from the event will 
benefit the YSU student orga-
nization, YSUscape.

The Soap Gallery is locat-
ed at 117 S. Champion St. in 
Youngstown, and is open Mon-
day through Friday from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. and from 6 to 9 p.m. 
on Sunday. All information on 
The Soap Gallery, including 
upcoming events, updates and 
photos, can be found on their 
Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/SoapGalleryYo.

The Soap Gallery 
Makes Downtown Shine

MARY VAN JURA
mvanjura94@gmail.com

Singer-songwriter Anthony D’Amato performed a set at the 
M Gallery in downtown Youngstown. The Brooklyn-based 
artist is usually backed by a full band, but played a stripped 
down, intimate set instead.
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San Francisco has the 
SoMa — South of Market 
— neighborhood, Brooklyn 
has DUMBO — Down Un-
der the Manhattan Bridge 
Overpass — and Los Ange-
les has NoHo — North Hol-
lywood. Now, Youngstown 
will have it’s own hip, acro-
nymic neighborhood in the 
form of NOMA — North of 
Madison Avenue.

To be specific, NOMA 
encompasses the neighbor-
hood immediately north 
of the Youngstown State 
University dorms from 
Madison Avenue to Wick 
Park. For those who spend 
any time north of campus, 
shops like Dorian Books, 
Edwards Flowers and those 
at the North Side Farm-
ers’ Market have served as 
quirky staples for consum-
ers looking to keep their 
money closer to home.

Building on the aesthetic 
established by these shops, 
a group of business owners 

is pushing to rebrand the 
neighborhood as a place for 
college students to enjoy lo-
cal products and relax off 
campus.

Taking their cues from 
the loudest cries of the 
campus community, the 
Lake-to-River Food Coop-
erative will be opening a 
grocery store catering to 
those seeking local pro-
duce and healthier dining 
options than fast food. The 
grocery store will move into 
a building formerly housing 
a pawnshop that closed last 
year.

Lake-to-River is also 
opening a cafe — Cultivate 
— to fill the present coffee 
shop void north of campus.

Other proposed — but 
not guaranteed — business-
es for the NOMA neighbor-
hood include a wellness 
center, yoga studio, laun-
dromat, micro-hostel at 
Dorian Books and hardware 
store. Basically, anything 

you can’t get downtown, the 
people behind NOMA want 
in their neighborhood.

Outside of the hardware 
store, it’s obvious that the 
minds behind NOMA are 
targeting college students, 
specifically the dorm dwell-
ers. If successful, the busi-
ness owners will make a 
tidy profit off the dispos-
able income of the students. 
More than that, if the busi-
ness owners make a profit 
off the students, they can 
continue to pour resources 
into further revitalization 
efforts to the area north of 
campus.

This rebranding as revi-
talization scheme has been 
successful in other — much 
larger — cities. Before the 
hip Brooklyn neighborhood 
DUMBO was DUMBO, it 
was essentially a riverside 
industrial neighborhood 
in the shadow of a huge 
bridge. A new name, a fresh 
injection of cash, the con-

struction of lofts and the 
— arguably less important 
— addition of an old Idora 
Park carousel helped trans-
form the neighborhood. 
Now, DUMBO commands 
a higher rent than the pri-
mordial hipster neighbor-
hood, Williamsburg.

On the other side of the 
country, South Central 
Los Angeles is attempt-
ing their own rebranding. 
Locals want to separate 
themselves from the nega-
tive reputation the area re-
ceived following the riots in 
1965 and 1992. To do this, 
the city councilman repre-
senting the neighborhood is 
seeking to change all refer-
ences to South Central Los 
Angeles to the acronym 
SOLA — South Los Angeles.

Of course, changing 
a name is a far cry from 
changing a neighborhood. 
If South Central Los An-
geles doesn’t actively at-
tack the issues contributing 

to its problems and seek 
change, the moniker SOLA 
will be little more than a 
happy face sticker covering 
a check engine light.

This is a reality it seems 
the architects of NOMA un-
derstand. Dried cornstalks 
attached to light poles lin-
ing Elm Street serve as 
fall accent pieces and new 
signage — sleek, black and 
minimalist — bears the 
neighborhood acronym. 
Abandoned buildings have 
been reclaimed, houses re-
furbished and grime beau-
tified.

They’re putting the leg-
work into making the area 
feel safe and look desirable. 
Show your support by stop-
ping by Dorian Books or the 
North Side Farmers’ Mar-
ket this year, and check out 
the grocery store when it 
opens in the spring.

NOMA can’t succeed 
without student patronage. 
Help heal the city.

A Rebranding 
on Elm Street

 
JORDAN MCNEIL 

For a good chunk of my 
younger years — sixth grade 
until about my second year 
of college — I was a photog-
rapher. I took pictures of 
everything: goofing off with 
my friends, centerpieces 
at dances, food spreads at 
family gatherings. The list 
goes on. I catalogued those 
days of my life through 
hundreds of pictures so that 
my family and I could have 
them for later.

Once I got knee-deep 
in undergrad, however, 
my cataloguing stopped. 
It became a pain to carry 
my camera with me every-
where, even though it was 
small, and my phone at the 
time was too cheap to take 
decent photos. Also, I got 
lazy, and I think my room-
mates had gotten sick of all 
the pictures.

So my Facebook albums 
for each year got smaller 
and smaller; I only have 
three photos so far for this 
semester — not counting 
my sporadic splurges of 
goat selfies, of course.

I’ve lost the compulsion 

to document everything, 
and when that feeling does 
rise up occasionally, I typi-
cally tamp it back down, 
afraid of making a fool of 
myself in public by stopping 
in the middle of the pedes-
trian flow to snap a shot of 
my surroundings.

Here’s why this change 
has been plaguing me late-
ly:

At the beginning of the 
summer, my grandmother 
started suffering memory 
loss. It was mostly short-
term at first, forgetting 
where she put her glasses, 
sharing the same stories 
multiple times in a row, los-
ing some concept of time. 
It progressed through the 
months, and then recently, 
it spiraled downhill in a 
blink of an eye.

She no longer recognized 
some family members; 
her mind would flashback 
years, even decades, to 
people and events that we 
had no real knowledge of. A 
lot of the memories that we 
might have with her, she no 
longer remembers.

This is one of those fears 
that you probably don’t 
think much about until 
you’re affronted with it — 

losing your memory. Not 
being able to recall your 
high school or college grad-
uation, forgetting about va-
cationing with the family, 
not recognizing your own 
kids, it’s a scary thought.

When I was taking all 
those pictures of my life, 
I told myself that I would 
make scrapbooks. I’ve 
started a few, but then life 
got busy, and I got lazy, and 
they’ve sat on my shelves 
for years now, unfinished.

Now I have the urge to 
work on them again, to start 
cataloguing my life again — 
whether it’s through pic-
tures or Facebook statuses 
or journal entries. Some-
how I need to make my ex-
periences tangible and last-
ing.

I’m getting older, and 
though it may not happen 
for a long while, I know I’m 
going to lose things: family 
members, friends, memo-
ries. It can all happen in 
a blink, but from here on 
I’m going to do my best to 
not be caught at a complete 
loss. I’ll have my catalogue, 
and I’ll take comfort in the 
fact that it’ll remember my 
life and experiences, even if 
I can’t.

Making 
Memories

jemcneil@student.ysu.edu
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MISSOURI VALLEY
FOOTBALL ACTION

 WEEK FIVE RESULTS 
(3) North Dakota State def. (5) SDSU 28-7

(21) Indiana State def. Missouri State 56-28

(4) Illinois State def. (7) Northern Iowa 21-13

Western Illinois def. Southern Illinois 37-36

MISSOURI VALLEY
FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

 STANDINGS 

1. Illinois State
2. Indiana State
3. North Dakota State
4. Youngstown State
5. Western Illinois
6. South Dakota State
7. Northern Iowa
8. South Dakota
9. Missouri State
10. Southern Illinois

1-0
1-0
1-0
1-0
1-0
0-1
0-1
0-1
0-1
0-1

3-1
3-1
3-1
3-1
2-2
3-1
2-2
2-2
1-3
1-3

CONFERENCE OVERALL

YSU’s Defense Stifles South Dakota Offense

1. Jacksonville State 4-1
2. Coastal Carolina 5-0
3. North Dakota State 3-1
4. Illinois State 3-1
5. James Madison 5-0
6. Chattanooga 3-1
7. Eastern Washington 2-2
8. South Dakota State 3-1
9. Youngstown State 3-1

10. UNI 2-2
11. Sam Houston State 2-2
12. Montana 3-2
13. Fordham 4-1
14. Villanova 2-2
15. Liberty 3-2
16. Richmond 3-1
17. Eastern Kentucky 2-2
18. Montana State 2-2
19. Indiana State 3-1
20. Southeastern Louisiana 3-1
21. New Hampshire 3-2
22. McNeese State 4-0
23. North Dakota 4-1
24. Harvard 3-0
25. Portland State 3-1

FCS Top 25

The Youngstown State University cross-country men’s team was recently ranked 14th in the Great 
Lakes Region of the U.S. Track and Field Cross Country Coaches Association [USTFCCCA] on Sunday. 
YSU and Milwaukee are the only representatives of the conference. The field is comprised of 135 
Division I teams.

Previous meeting told us Sat-
urday’s game between the #10 
Youngstown State University 
football team and the University 
of South Dakota was going to be 
close, but the Penguins had other 
ideas.

The Penguins were able to 
capitalize, create turnovers and 
sustain long drives en route to a 
31-3 victory over the Coyotes in 
the Missouri Valley Football Con-
ference opener.

YSU [3-1, 1-0 MVFC] took a 
7-0 lead in the first quarter on a 
1-yard touchdown run — capping 
a 16-play, 80-yard drive on the 
first possession of the game. The 
Penguins were able to force two 
fumbles in the first quarter. YSU’s 
LeRoy Alexander was able to re-
cover the first fumble at the YSU 
38-yard line and returned the ball 
to the South Dakota 12 yard line. 
The drive would end with a Zak 
Kennedy 33-yard field goal, giv-
ing the Penguins a 10-0 lead.

YSU quarterback Hunter Wells 
would lead the offense down the 
field again early in the second 
quarter. With 12:19 remaining in 
the quarter, Wells found Andrew 

Williams deep down the middle of 
the field for a 51-yard touchdown 
pass to give YSU a 17-0 lead.

South Dakota [2-2, 0-1 MVFC] 
had an opportunity to put points 
on the board late in the first half 
after Wells was picked off by Ryan 
Hillier with 4:23 left in the second 
quarter, but South Dakota would 
miss a 36-yard field goal with 1:53 
left in the half.

With just under 13 minutes 
left in the fourth quarter, South 
Dakota’s Paul Anderson muffed 
a punt return at his two-yard line. 
YSU’s Kintrell Disher recovered 
the ball and gave the Penguins the 
ball inside of the five-yard line. 
Martin Ruiz would punch the ball 
into the end zone after a two-yard 
touchdown run on the following 
play for a 24-0 lead.

The Coyotes would avoid the 
shutout after kicker Miles Bergn-
er converted a 39-yard field goal 
to cut the YSU lead to 24-3 with 
10:20 remaining in the game.

With 5:52 remaining, the Pen-
guins would capitalize on a tipped 
pass that deflected off the helmet 
of defensive end Avery Moss and 
landed in the hands of cornerback 
Kenneth Durden at the Coyotes’ 
40-yard line — the interception 
was returned to the South Da-
kota 15-yard line. Two plays lat-

er, Wells found tight end Shane 
Kuhn in the middle of the field for 
a 13-yard touchdown pass and a 
31-3 lead.

Wells would finish the game 
with 15-26 for 158 yards pass-
ing and two touchdowns. Wells 
would also throw his first two in-
terceptions of the season.

South Dakota was able to con-
tain running backs Jody Webb 
and Ruiz, but the Penguins were 
still able to make an impact in the 
running game. Ruiz would finish 
with 86 yards on 28 attempts and 
two touchdowns. Webb carried 
the ball eight times for 41 yards.

The defense stepped up for the 
Penguins, recording a season-
high four sacks against the Coy-
otes.

The win marks the first time 
YSU has held a conference op-
ponent to three points or less in 
a contest since the Penguins de-
feated Indiana State University 
28-0 on Sept. 26, 2009 — also the 
last time the Penguins shut out a 
conference opponent.

YSU will return to Stambaugh 
Stadium for back-to-back home 
games against Illinois State Uni-
versity and South Dakota State 
University. Kickoff against Illinois 
State is scheduled for Oct. 10 at 7 
p.m.


