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Cossentino Delivering
Last Lecture

JUSTIN WIER
DOM FONCE

jewier@student.ysu.edu

Amy Cossentino, director of
the university honors program,
was selected by Youngstown
State University students to
deliver the Student Govern-
ment Association’s Last Lec-

ture.

Other finalists were Michael
Jerryson, assistant professor of
religious studies, Ou Hu, asso-
ciate professor of economics,
and Peter Norris, professor of
organic chemistry.

The Last Lecture is orga-
nized by SGA’s Academic Af-
fairs committee.

Jacob Schriner-Briggs, ex-

ecutive vice president of SGA,
said candidates are nominated
by SGA members.

“We have an open window
of time for any SGA member
to nominate a professor to
lecture, and it’s that mem-
ber’s responsibility to contact
the professor,” Shriner-Briggs
said. “Some years we have 30
nominations, and it’s not ab-

normal for professors to be too
busy to talk.”

Cossentino said the central
theme of her lecture will be
overcoming obstacles by em-
bracing challenges, and she
will also touch on intellectual
and emotional growth. She
said she has a past with Last
Lecture.

“Interestingly, in the fall of
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2007, I was teaching the Intro
to Honors Seminar and came
across the YouTube video of
the Last Lecture of Randy
Pausch. I was moved by his lec-
ture and believed it could ben-
efit the students in my course,”
Cossentino said.
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Ashley Martof: STEM Exemplar

LAURA MCDONOUGH

IImcdonough@student.ysu.edu

Ashley Martof, a gradu-
ate research assistant at
Youngstown State University,
has been named one of 58 Be-
lieve in Ohio STEM Exemplars
by the Ohio Academy of Sci-
ence.

Exemplars are intended to
serve as role models for high
school students, encouraging
them to pursue science, tech-
nology, engineering and math-
ematics careers and become
entrepreneurs and innovators.
Honorees were chosen from
graduates of Ohio high schools,
colleges and universities that
now work in the STEM field.

Guha Magnoharan, assis-
tant professor in the depart-
ment of industrial and systems
engineering, = recommended
Martof for the honor.

“She is an outstanding and
a bright student with tremen-
dous accomplishments early in
her career,” Magnoharan said.
“She has strong aspirations to
inspire younger students to
consider STEM as a career op-
tion. She has been active with
local schools and specifically,
she makes efforts to organize

Ashley Martof works at YSU with cutting edge additive manufacturing technology.

science camps for girls to talk
about STEM.”

Martof has a bachelor’s de-
gree in industrial and systems
engineering from YSU. She’s
continuing to pursue a mas-

ter’s degree of the same disci-
pline, with a focus on additive
manufacturing.

She decided to work in ad-
ditive manufacturing while
serving as the workforce and

education outreach intern at
America Makes.

“I fell in love with additive
manufacturing through this in-
ternship, which I held for two
years,” Martof said. “That’s
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where I learned about all the
different additive manufactur-
ing machines that they had.”
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News

LAURA MCDONOUGH

liImcdonough@student.ysu.edu

Youngstown State Uni-
versity’s master’s program in
counseling received the na-
tional Outstanding Counselor
Education Program Award
in 2003 and is receiving the
award again.

The Association for Coun-
selor Education and Super-
vision recognizes counselor
education programs that ex-
emplify the importance of ex-
cellence through standards
and innovation.

The ACES Awards will pres-
ent the award to YSU in Phila-
delphia on Oct. 10.

Matthew Paylo, director
of YSU’s counseling program,
said the award is one of the
most prestigious, and he is
proud of the students and fac-
ulty who made winning the
award possible.

“It’s a huge honor for our

program. I think that it high-
lights the work of previous
faculty and current faculty, the
diligence of our students, who
then become alumni, and then
the work that they've done
since graduating,” Paylo said.
“That’s been able to capture
and highlight a number of in-
novative qualities about our
program,”

Jake Protivnak, chair of the
department of counseling, spe-
cial education and school psy-
chology, said the program is
successful because of the com-
bination of success, talent, pas-
sion and hard work of devoted
students and faculty.

“When you look at the to-
tality of the accomplishments
of YSU’s counseling program
faculty, students and alumni,
as a master’s program, we are,
in my opinion, head and shoul-
ders above other counseling
programs,” Protivnak said.

Charles Howell, dean of the
Beeghly College of Education,
is proud the department has
won the award as it means a lot
to the community.

“I think it highlights for the

College of Education how im-
portant a role we play in the
community and just how out-
standing our faculty is and our
students,” Howell said. “It also
reflects on how the university
fulfills its mission to meet the
need of families and individu-
als in this region.”

The award required recom-
mendations from faculty, staff
and alumni.

Paylo said it wasn’t hard to
find past students who were
happy with their education.

“We have a number of our
students who have been within
this community who have been
fairly successful. As well as
we've had a number of other
students who have gone on for
Ph.D.s and have become coun-
selor educators themselves,”
Paylo said. “As well as we've
had a number of individuals
who are adjunct faculty talk
about the program from an-
other vantage point.”

With nearly 130 students,
counseling is the largest mas-
ter’s program at YSU. There
are tracks in clinical mental
health counseling, addiction

Master’s Program
in Counseling
Receilves Honor

counseling, school counsel-
ing and student affairs/college
counseling.

“We're training individuals
to be able to go out and work
with other individuals in a host
of settings, whether that be at
the university setting, whether
that be at agencies, or in outpa-
tient or in hospital settings or
in schools,” Paylo said.

Howell said the program
is incredibly important to the
community’s well being.

“There is a huge demand
for filling entry level counsel-
ing slots,” Howell said. “Often
the people in the agencies hire
[the students] as soon as they
graduate, so it’s a very success-
ful program.”

The counseling program
produces students who are
able to receive job offers before
completing their degree.

“That really has been in all
of our tracks,” Paylo said. “T
think some of the more recent
ones have been in the mental
health track where some local
agencies have hired individu-
als, almost at the beginning of
their internship. Thus showing
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not only the quality of the stu-
dent in our program, but also
the need in the community.”

Protivnak said sites com-
pete for interns from YSU.

“They want YSU students,
they want our students,” Pro-
tivnak said.

Although there is a recog-
nized need across the country,
there is also a need in the area.

“I think it’s happening
across the country, but even
primarily here there is a need
for mental health profession-
als, counselors and individuals
who are trained in addiction
treatment,” Paylo said.

That need is represented
by different problems people
have always had and lessened
stigma related to seeking help.

“We’re noticing on college
campuses that there’s less
mental health stigma than
there has been historically with
regards to seeking services
and treatment,” Paylo said.
“With that being said, with less
stigma there tends to be more
need, and to meet that need
you need more professionals.”

YSU Designed Eye
Tracking Software

Demonstrated in Italy[]

SAMANTHA PHILLIPS

sphillips@student.ysu.edu

Youngstown State Univer-
sity student Jenna Wise and
professor Bonita Sharif trav-
eled to Italy in September to
demonstrate a paper on iTrace
— a software tool developed in
the software engineering and
empirical studies lab in the de-
partment of computer science
and information systems.

iTrace tracks and collects
eye movements of develop-
ers while they’re reading code.
This helps researchers and de-
velopers figure out what pro-
cess someone took to fix a bug
in the system.

“You can imagine a scenario
where, solely based on your eye
movements, you would want
to recommend someone some-
thing when theyre stuck,”
Sharif said. “Our eye move-
ments change a lot when we
have a highly cognitive load.
We can recommend things for
them. That’s what we’re look-
ing into, how we can recom-
mend things on the fly.”

Sharif and her students
have been working on iTrace
for about two years. Three of
the students who worked on it
have graduated. Wise was re-
cruited about six months ago
to continue development and
add new features.

“It took a while, but now
we have it in a functional pro-

totype form and people can
actually use it,” Sharif said. “It
is open source, so [people] can
download it and use it.”

Wise helped improve this
device over the last six months.
She added a display that helps
researchers calibrate their eyes
with the program and set up
an organization system for the
collected data. She said she is
passionate about this project.

“We can see the specific
method they’re looking at and
for how long, and where are
they jumping to with their
eyes,” Wise said. “So we can
really track their patterns and
where they’re looking, and
from there we can really deter-
mine what they were thinking
at that specific time. You can
really do detailed data analy-
sis to determine that, with the
data we’re outputting.”

Sharif said the tool sits
underneath the monitor and
shines infrared lights on a de-
veloper’s eyes. The reflection
tells the eye tracker where the
researcher is looking on the
screen and can even pinpoint
the XY coordinate. iTrace then
collects data on where the eye
gaze is, maps it to the source
code element and stores the
information to a specific folder.

“The cool thing about it
is that it’s not limited to one
screen. They can be scrolling
stuff around, they can be open-
ing many different files, and all
this time it’s collecting data,”
Sharif said. “[You don’t need to
use your hands for it], and it’s

not on them at all. It collects all
this data without any intrusive
equipment.”

One of the papers they pre-
sented in Italy was about a
research study that was con-
ducted at the ABB Corporate
Research Center in North Car-
olina. Sharif and Braden Wal-
ters, another student, brought
the equipment to the company
and had 10 professional devel-
opers come in and use it. They
had them look through lines of
codes to find and eliminate the
bugs in them while recording
their eye movements.

“We would see how the soft-
ware engineering developers
would fix the bug, and compare
it to how it was actually fixed,”
Sharif said. “You might fix
something in file A, but that’s
just a fix, we don’t know how
you got to it. The eye tracking
tells us you looked at B, C and
D and then you fixed A.”

Wise said that is something
developers do on a daily basis,
and that iTrace showed them
how it can make finding a solu-
tion easier.

Together with a team of
researchers and developers in
Switzerland, Sharif and Wise
wrote a paper on the study and
submitted it to the Founda-
tions of Software Engineering
conference.

“We got accepted, which is
pretty amazing. We had really
good reviews,” Sharif said. “We
also submitted a tool paper on
iTrace, and that’s what Jenna
was involved in, she actually

Jenna Wise demonstrates the iTrace program in |

helped to make some additions
to iTrace to make this in pub-
lishable form and submitted
that. So we had two papers.”

Wise has been to many con-
ferences in the U.S., but had
never traveled abroad. That
made the trip special for her.

“T was super excited we
got accepted and was very ex-
cited to travel abroad for once
in my life. Dr. Sharif told me
that about only 20 percent of
papers that are submitted got
accepted, so it was a big deal to
be accepted,” Wise said.

The National Science Foun-
dation provided funds for Wise
to travel overseas and present
the paper. They took a smaller
version of the tool because cus-
toms wouldn’t let them take
the bigger one. High-profile
researchers in the software en-
gineering community watched
the presentations given by
Sharif and Wise.

“People who we referenced
were in the room. I was ner-
vous and excited at the same
time. We had really good feed-
back and everyone really had
good criticisms on how we
could improve this tool,” Sharif
said. “We made more collabo-
rations; we were working on
other things with people, so
that’s always a good thing.”

Wise said Sharif introduced
her to the professors she knew,
from all across the world. Some
of them invited her to do grad-
uate student research at their
schools. She said she would
have never made the connec-

taly COURTESY OF BONITA SHARIF

tions she made if she hadn’t at-
tended the conference.

“Jenna did a good job pre-
senting the system there, and
everybody was interested in
what we were doing and they
gave us some nice suggestions
to actually improve the pro-
gram as well,” Sharif said. “So,
we are planning a future grant
submission on it; hopefully we
can get more money and sup-
port more students, to improve
this even faster.”

Wise said they plan on add-
ing a new feature that will al-
low iTrace to not only map a
developer’s gaze to elements or
codes, but also to bug reports
and stack overflow documents,
which usually contains the so-
lution to a technical problem.

“We are working on getting
more money for iTrace to do
more studies. We are working
with a team in Canada. So, the
new feature, once we imple-
ment it, they are going to use
it in a study and we are going
to help them along with that
study. And that will be a paper
or a couple papers submitted,”
she said.

Sharif sees a lot of potential
in her students and wants to
get more of them involved in
the project.

“We have some pretty
amazing students,” she said.
“They just need the motiva-
tion and the incentive to build
something, and they can do it.”
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YOU

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
PARADE FLOAT COMPETITION!

Visit ysu.edu/homecoming
and go to“Parade Info” in the quick links for
the float entry form, guidelines, prizes, and more!

ALL ENTRIES
DUE BY
OCTOBER 9™
TO BE ELIGIBLE
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McDonough Museum of Art

A Conter Youngstown State University’s Center for Contemporary Art

for
Contemporary Guest Lecture - Youngstown Game Developers Group
L%ej:;{?;:," Tuesday, October 13, 2015, 5:30-6:30pm, McDonough Auditorium
and Kendra Corpier of Eimear Studios, Bill Jones, and Andrew Pavlick are
Community . q

game designers and developers as well as co-organizers of the

Youngstown Game Developers Group.

“ADayinthe Life of an Indie Game Developer"
+ A 48-HOUR JAM!

Friday, April 1 - Sunday, April 3, 2016, Museum Galleries
Organized by the McDonough Museum.

Co-organized by Kendra Corpier, Bill Jones, and Andrew Pavlick.
Call the Museum at 330.941.1400 for more information

or check our website : mcdonoughmuseum.ysu.edu

=

Kendra Corpier

Kendra is a professional graphic designer by day and professional indie game

developer by night. She is the founder of Eimear Studios where she creates,
designs, produces and publishes her games from concept to finish.

Bill Jones

Bill'is a professional software engineer whose passion for game development
has led to many great experiences. He is a co-organizer of the Youngstown
Game Developer Meetup and has contributed to several games that have
reached various levels of notoriety.

Andrew Pavlick

His professional work encompasses everything from real-time graphics to 3D
printing, including (but:not limited to): custom 3D characters for
SpeechPathology, environments and prop modeling for Fresenius, and
recording motion capture and custom character rigging for training and
medical simulations.

Iy
et Youngstown

Ohio Arts Council

STATE UNIVERSITY
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CLASSIFIEDS

HOUSING

Two bedroom apts for rent. One block
from YSU. All utilites plus cable/internet
included in rent. Call 330-720-0964 or
330-770-4472 $500.00 per student.

YOU’RE THE ONLY ONE

Licensed and Inspected one-bedroom
apartmentincludes all utilities, appliances
and laundry. Plus ADT, cable, dual broad-
band Intemet. From $695. Call Chris
330-743-7368.

IT TAKES TWO

Licensed and inspected two-
bedroom apartment includes all
utlities, appliances and laundry.
Plus ADT, cable, dual broadband
internet. $455 each. Call Chris
330-743-7368.

HOUSING

Apartment for Rent. 5 bedrooms upstairs
duplex, 2 bath, parking lot, security, wash-
er/drier, near campus, $750+ utilities.
See Craig’s list. Kathy 330-565-4158.

HOUSING
Residence just off campus. Licensed and
inspected. Includes utilities, laundry, TV
hookup. Accommodates 3 to 4 students.
Updated $300 month each. Call 330-
755-7986.
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OTHER

Need Birth Control, Plan B, Pap
Smear, STD Test,3D/4D Ultra-
sound, Pregnant?

Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU
campus, all insurances,walk-ins. 330-
746-7007, askthedoctor@aiwhealth.
com, answered confidentially.

NEW BEGINNINGS RESIDENTAL
CENTER

Behavior Care Staff for residential be-
havioral/mental health center for youth.
FT/PT positions. Must be over 21, have
vaild driver’s license, minimum HS di-
ploma. Criminal background check re-
quired. Submit resume to : PO Box 664,
Youngstown, OH 44501.

WANTED

WANTED

Looking for a preschool teacher and a
teacher assistant with a degree, CDA or
2 year experience minimum. Near YSU.
Call 300-740-0323.

WANTED

Delivery driver for flower shop. Willing
to work around college schedule. Good
driving record. Good physical condition.
Contact if interested 330-799-3261

Mon-Fri 9to 5.

YSU Wind Ensemble to Return to
Carnegie Hall

The Youngstown State University Wind Ensemble from The Dana
School of Music will perform at Carnegie Hall in New York on Friday,
Nov. 27 at 8 p.m. This will be the second time this ensemble has been
invited to perform there; the last time was 10 years ago. Tickets range
in price from $20 to $110, and YSU family and friends are offered a
25 percent discount through Manhattan Concert Productions. For more
information, visit www.carnegiehall.org.

“Morality and the Emotional Brain”
Lecture Coming to YSU

Shaun B. Nicholas, president-elect of the Society for Philosophy and
Psychology and professor at the University of Arizona, is presenting
his lecture “Morality and the Emotional Brain” at 12:30 p.m. on Oct.
15. The presentation will be in the Chestnut Room of Kilcawley Center
at Youngstown State University and is free and open to the public as
part of the Shipka Speakers Series. For more information, call 330-941-
3448.

HEALTH CARE DEBATE OPPORTUNITY

GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE OUGHT TO BE
ABOLISHED.

You will take the negative. I will take the
affirmative. Format, rules, date, time,
and non-YSU location to be determined.
Pending independent, non-YSU support.

LIKE
UsS ON

FACEBOOK
THE

JAMBAR

com

LAST LECTURE
FRONT

This lecture by Randy
Pausch is the original Last Lec-
ture. Given at Carnegie Mellon
University, Pausch’s lecture
was delivered shortly after he
was told his pancreatic cancer
diagnosis was terminal.

“I asked my class to write
their own eulogies and reflect
upon their childhood dreams.
I also wrote my own eulogy,”
Cossentino said. “The assign-
ment became an indirect ex-
ercise of goal setting and per-
sonal inspection.”

Ashley Orr, president of
SGA, said she is excited to hear
what Cossentino has to say be-
cause she’s touched so many
lives on campus.

“She not only has had her
honors students in class and
her other students in semi-
nars, but also in facilitating the
honors program she’s had the
opportunity to have her hand
in a lot of students’ lives,” Orr
said.

She said this occurs through
direct contact with students,
but also when she trains stu-
dents in the Honors College
who are all over campus.

“I think many students
know about different volun-
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teer programs that the hon-
ors program leads and a lot of
those — the ideas and the vi-
sion for them — are inspired by
Amy and her goals, her vision
for the college,” Orr said.

Hu said he was grateful
to be chosen as a finalist and
thinks the series has the po-
tential to build better relation-
ships between professor and
student.

“Sometimes the relation-
ship between the students and
the professors only stays at
the classroom space, so some
professors don’t seem to be
as personal as they could be,”
Hu said. “I think through this
Last Lecture, it gives students
a chance to bring everyone to
the same level.”

Cossentino said she is hon-
ored and hopes students are
able to take something from
the lecture.

“As we age, we accumulate
professional and life experi-
ences with mistakes made and
subsequent lessons learned,”
Cossentino said. “Learning
the hard way doesn’t have to
be the norm. We gain insight
through the stories of others.
Having a Last Lecture series
is a valuable forum for faculty
to share their experiences and
knowledge.”

STEM EXEMPLAR
FRONT

Martof said she is passion-
ate about teaching students
about additive manufacturing.

“I love the kids and I love
learning. I am glad that T get
to follow my passion for engi-
neering while at the same time
getting to teach future gen-
erations about STEM,” Mar-
tof said. “It combines my two
great loves.”

She said additive manu-
facturing is particularly fun to
teach because the technology
is still in its early stages.

“Everyone is starting at the
same level now when it comes
to additive manufacturing,”
Martof said. “That’s why I love
to teach about it. We are all
learning the same thing. It’s
the same concept to everyone.”

The Lewis School for
Gifted Learning Potential
approached Martof to lead
a weeklong STEM summer
camp for younger students, for
which she developed her own
curriculum.

“The curriculum was just
not there when I started
searching for it in 2014. How-
ever, now that I am working
on my master’s, I see more
and more curriculum coming
up from other sources,” Mar-
tof said. “It’'s amazing how fast
additive manufacturing con-
versations and research are
developing.”

Brett Conner, Martof’s ad-
viser in the department of in-
dustrial and systems engineer-
ing, said she is well suited to
the role.

“She can communicate. She
boils things down to a K-12
level,” Conner said. “And she

can also communicate on a
technical level with people in
engineering industries.”

Martof is currently working
on a grant funded by the Air
Force.

“We are working with the
Youngstown Regional Airport
and their airbase, to see how
additive manufacturing can be
incorporated into the airbase
and the Air Force,” Martof
said.

She is looking at cost mod-
els to see if additive manufac-
turing is more cost effective
than traditional manufactur-
ing for certain applications.

Conner said her research
will have a direct impact on
government industry applica-
tions.

She is also working on a
project for the Youngstown
Economic  Action  Group
developing a 3D map of
Youngstown.

“We are trying to get part-
ners with different companies
and organizations around the
Valley,” Martof said. “We are
going to 3D print the models of
the buildings with colors, and
we are going to have the Lewis
[School for Gifted Learning
Potential] kids involved with
taking pictures.”

She got involved because
she is working with kids at the
Lewis School as part of an after
school 3D printing club.

She said the opportunities
for studying additive manufac-
turing at YSU are unmatched.

“I wouldnt want to work
with any other university ...
What we are doing here in
that field is phenomenal,”
Martof said. “I am amazed at
what is happening right here
in Youngstown with additive
manufacturing.”

Discover where you'll study
abroad at usac.unr.edu.
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News

espite
Staffing

sues,
Student
Security

Continues
to Provide

Transport
Services

JAKE MYERS

jcmyers02@student.ysu.edu

Youngstown State Uni-
versity’s student security was
short at least five employees at
the beginning of the semester.

Student Security Service
Aides [SSSA], sponsored and
trained by the YSU Police De-
partment, escort students and
faculty from one campus loca-
tion to another during campus
hours.

Full staff for fall 2015 is 16
aides, according to Justin Mc-
Menamin, student security su-
pervisor.

Five aides were hired but
were not able to start until the
third or fourth week of the se-
mester.

“At the beginning of the
semester we were still in tran-
sition from the people that
graduated in the spring be-
cause summer doesn’t require
a lot of hours,” McMenamin
said. “Lt. Randall Williams,
who is our boss, is the one that
was hiring people and we had
to wait to get them approved
from payroll and complete the
background checks.”

The Jambar reached out to
Lt. Randall Williams on sev-
eral occasions and was unable

to obtain an interview.

The number of escorts has
increased with the addition of
tram in 2013.

“When we first started out,
the tram was strictly used for
those who were pretty much
wheelchair bound or limited
mobility,” McMenamin said.
“The numbers have gone up.”

According to McMenamin,
in 2012 there were approxi-
mately 35 escorts every Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday
and 20 escorts every Tuesday
and Thursday. That totals 145
escorts a week. There was no
tram in 2012.

2013 saw an increase to ap-
proximately 55 escorts every
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day and 42 escorts every Tues-
day and Thursday. Total es-
corts jumped to 249 per week
with the addition of the tram.

During that time (2012-
2013), there was an increase in
staff from 21 to 31, with aides
working 20 hours a week max-
imum.

Not only was there a sub-
stantial increase in escorts, the
tram requires two aides per
transport for safety reasons,
one to drive and one to watch
the occupant.

2012 staff hours totaled
420 hours a week, while 2013
staff hours totaled 620 hours
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a week.

The number of escorts per
week stayed the same for 2014
[249], while the staff was re-
duced to 400 hours total. The
student security staff consisted
of 16 aides, but hours were in-
creased to a maximum of 25.

This fall, the approximate
number of escorts is 176 and
there are 11 staff members
working a maximum of 25
hours, or 275 staff hours.

“We suffered greatly from
essentially being understaffed
for a while,” McMenamin said.
“The first few weeks of school
people are still getting situated
and we had a lot of returning
escorts from the spring into
the fall; we have a lot of routine
people that we escort from day
to day ... So, there were nega-
tive consequences through the
chaos, through the workload
and everything, only having 10
to 11 people.”

When asked if Disability
Services has had any negative
feedback this semester, Gina
McGranahan, MEd assistant
director of Disability Services
and Title II/Section 504 coor-
dinator for students, said, “No,
I don’t hear negative.”

According to McGranahan,
you always have somebody
who complains, and usually
the complaint is that they [se-

curity] are late, but usually
they are late because they have
unscheduled people, so they
become overburdened.

The “tram,” as it is referred
to, is an extended golf cart with
a wheelchair ramp and tie-
downs. Storm flaps can be at-
tached for inclement weather.

“The tram was donated
by Hine Memorial Fund for
students and visitors of YSU
that are medically disabled,”
McMenamin said. “However,
from time to time, many of the
students and athletes on cam-
pus that are temporarily in-
jured, such as sprained ankles,
knee surgeries, etc., request
our services.”

This is a free service offered
by Student Security Services.
They have several wheel chairs
that they utilize to transport
escorts if they require them.

“Prior to the tram service,
before I started here back in
2012, they had something
similar; it was a golf cart but it
wasn’t really a tram, and when
I started working here in 2012,
there was nothing at all,” Mc-
Menamin said.

Disabled students were
physically pushed from class
to class: up the hills, down the
hills or through any weather.

“T think that it is very im-
portant for our students that

PHOTOS BY GRAIG GRAZIOSI/THE JAMBAR.

use it, especially in the win-
ter, because it is hard to keep
everything clear when you are
clearing one end of campus
and it is still snowing at the
other end, and then vice ver-
sa,” McGranahan said. “But it
is also for safety; I think safety
wise, a student riding on the
tram is a lot safer than in a
wheelchair or walking.”

While other universities of-
fer disabled students transpor-
tation in accessible minivans
or vans similar to YSU’s shut-
tle, YSU is one of a few utilizing
a tram.

Stanford University is an-
other. According to their web-
site, “Golf cart-type vehicles
at Stanford may only be used
for the following purposes:
business uses authorized by
the University, and transport
for persons with temporary or
permanent disabilities.”

“It is really something that I
know is particular to YSU, be-
cause when we go places and
other campuses hear that we
have it they always ask ques-
tions,” McGranahan said.

Student security is now up
to 15 staff members.

“We do the best that we can
on trying to provide the best
service possible,” McMenamin
said.
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‘Spelling Bee’ Kicks Off

Theater Season

PHOTO COURTESY OF YSU THEATER AND DANCE DEPARTMENT.

“The 25th Annual Putnam Spelling Bee” opens the Youngstown State University Theater’s season this Friday. The production is centered on six students
as they compete for a chance to go to the national spelling bee championships.

BILLY LUDT

wrludt@student.ysu.edu

The dread of standing in
front of a crowd and spelling
out a multisyllabic word is shed
in a new, comedic light in “The
25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee.” Bliss Hall’s Ford
Theater at Youngstown State
University will open its 2015-
16 season with this musical
production.

“Putnam County Spelling
Bee” is a musical comedy that
features a book by author Ra-
chel Sheinkin and a musical
score by composer William
Finn. The production won the

Tony and Drama Desk Awards
for Best Book.

The show itself centers
around six participants in said
spelling bee. According to the
press release, “Putnam Coun-
ty Spelling Bee’ is ‘fast-paced
wildly funny.”

The release went on to say
the play is “a riotous ride com-
plete with audience participa-
tion, “The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee” is a de-
lightful den of comedic genius.”

Theater staff and actors
have been working on the pro-
duction for about six weeks.

Angelique Tanner, a musi-
cal theater major, is playing
Logainne Schwartzandgrube-

nierre, an 8-year-old student
in the running to make it to the
spelling bee championships.

Schwartzandgrubenierre is,
as Tanner put it, preppy, politi-
cal and just wants to make her
parents proud by winning the
spelling bee.

“I am feeling anxious, ner-
vous but most importantly ex-
cited,” Tanner said. “We have
all worked so hard to make
these characters come to life
and adding audience members
is the final piece to our puzzle.
I couldn’t be happier with the
work we have done, and I can’t
wait to show it to everyone who
comes out to see it.”

Tanner said that audience

members can expect to laugh
in their seats and even shed a
tear or two.

Live music for the produc-
tion comes from the pit orches-
tra, comprised of senor piano
major Christin McKenzie and
junior percussion major Na-
than Negro.

Matthew Mazuroski, assis-
tant professor of theater, is di-
recting “Putnam County Spell-
ing Bee.”

“It has been a real blast to
work with this design team, cast
and crew as we have created
these wonderfully memorable
characters,” Mazuroski said
in a press release. “And even
though all of the cast are college

students, it has been a joy to
see them transform into these
10 and 11-year old children.”

Megan Jones, a YSU theater
major, is stage managing “Put-
nam County Spelling Bee.”

“I'will be queuing lights and
sound,” Jones said. “And if any-
thing goes wrong in the show, I
will be one to fix it.”

“The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee” runs from
Oct. 9 to 11 and Oct. 16 to 18.
Friday and Saturday, perfor-
mances start at 7:30 p.m. and
matinee shows on Sunday at
2 p.m. Tickets are available at
www.ysu.tix.com.

Haunts, Family Fun

and Beer Crawls

JAKE MYERS

jecmyersO2@student.ysu.edu

Halloween aficionados of
all ages can find something to
do this season without straying
too far from Youngstown State
University.

Zombies, hayrides, haunted
houses and apple orchards are
all to be expected, but what
about a light show to songs like
“Godzilla” by Blue Oyster Cult
or tossing apples to bison and
other exotic animals?

Curt Spivey, YSU’s plane-
tarium engineer, and self-pro-
fessed “light DJ” runs the LED
music Nightlights (Halloween)
show on YSU’s campus at the
Ward Beecher Planetarium.

“It is a full dome produc-
tion, which means we use our
lead projector in the middle of
the room that covers the entire
dome with the images of the
show,” Spivey said. “Our LED
lighting system is fully pro-
grammable, and I run the lights
live to augment the songs and
the music.”

Spivey wouldn’t give away

all of the songs but he did men-
tion that “Ghostbusters” by Ray
Parker Jr. and “Dracula” by Rob
Zombie were among the titles,
as well as the aforementioned
“Godezilla” by Blue Oyster Cult,
which was added this year.

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and
the shows run every Friday and
Saturday, Oct. 16-31.

The Ward Beecher Plan-
etarium is also home to The
Halloween Show, which is an
astronomy oriented show that
will run at 2 p.m. on Saturdays,
Oct. 17-31.

“The Halloween Show is de-
signed for younger visitors like
elementary age and is basically
a non-scary show that will talk
more about the moon, and is a
little more astronomy based,
and talks about how you use the
North Star to find stuff and is
really designed for our youngest
visitors,” Spivey said.

Guests are encouraged to
wear costumes to any of the
shows, but especially on Hal-
loween.

All shows at the planetarium
are free and open to the public,
however they do accept dona-
tions.

“Tt does cost us money to put
shows like this together, and if
you like what you see and have
a spare buck or two, we greatly
appreciate it,” Spivey said.

Michael McGiffin, the city
of Youngstown’s director of
events and special projects, ex-
plained that during the day they
are having a Halloween fair for
families and kids with hayrides
and face painting. The events
start at 11 a.m. at the B&O Sta-
tion Banquet Hall.

“At night they give every-
body face paint makeup,” he
said. “There are makeup artists,
and they make everybody look
like a zombie, and it is basically
a bar crawl.”

The Zombie Crawl benefits
the Rich Center for Autism.

“It is really neat and the at-
tendance is huge,” McGiffin
said. “Like, hundreds and hun-
dreds of people and probably
realistically close to a thousand
people. It is a really totally cool
event.”

First up is The Original
Haunted Hayride located at
Storeyland Christmas Tree
Farm, 5148 State Rt. 7 in
Burghill, Ohio. Sponsored by

the Hartford Optimist Club,
all proceeds benefit local youth
organizations and community
projects.

Dates are Oct. 3, 10, 17, 23
and 24. The non-haunted hay-
ride is $3 per person from 5:30-
7 p.m., and the haunted hayride
is $7 per person from 7:30-10
p.m.

In the opposite direction,
at the Canfield Scaregrounds,
is Blood Moon Farm 9 Dimen-
sions of Terror. This Haunted
attraction boasts that it takes
two full hours to complete all
nine dimensions.

More information is avail-
able at their website: www.
bloodmoonfarm.com.

Dates are every Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday in October.
The entire terror event is $20
per adult and $10 per child. The
hayride is $10 per adult and $6
per child.

Fear Forest on Todd Avenue
in Lordstown has an Insane-a-
tarium Haunted House.

Fear Forest touts three
other attractions: Psycho Path
Haunted Trail, Haunted Hay-
ride, with the largest drive
through vortex tunnel, and the

Forbidden Cornfield Maze.

Open 7 p.m. to midnight
every Friday and Saturday in
October, and 7-10 p.m. on Sun-
days.

There are many pricing
options — $25 for all four at-
tractions including the Hel-
levator Lobby attraction; $5
for Forbidden Cornfield alone;
$20 for Haunted House, Psy-
cho Path, Hellevator Lobby
and Haunted Hayride; $14 for
Haunted House and Hayride;
$8 Hayride only per adult and
$6 per child.

Wagon Trails, located 10
miles north of Youngstown on
State Route 193, is home to the
areas only safari adventure.

Patrons can take a safari and
feed more than 350 animals
then hop on a hayride and toss
apples to animals including ze-
bras, bison, water buffalo and
ostriches.

Saturday and Sunday 10-4
p.m., Oct. 3-25. $15.95 for
adults, $12.95 for children
ages 2-12, and children under
2 years old get in for free.
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Razing Taxes

The city administration
came to city council last
week with a proposal that is
kind of a no-brainer.

In order to fund the raz-
ing of abandoned homes,
they want to raise the
monthly sanitation fee
residents pay from $14.75
to $24.75 over a six month
period. To offset that, they
would reduce water rates
by 30 percent — the water
fund currently has a $13.8
million surplus.

The average customer’s
water bill runs about $30
per month. That’s a $10 in-
crease and a $9 reduction
for the average customer. It
would generate $2.64 mil-
lion annually, enough mon-
ey to demolish 250 proper-
ties in a given year — they
currently demolish about

150 homes per year.

Yet council is not sold on
the idea.

Nate Pinkard and Annie
Gillam suggested the city
borrow the money, despite
the fact that state law does
not allow cities to borrow to
demolish structures.

Janet Tarpley was quoted
as saying her constituents
ask her why they should
have to pay for someone
else’s property. They want
to know why the banks and
property owners aren’t tak-
ing responsibility.

Let’s ignore the fact that
the net cost to the average
constituent is going to be
about $1 a month.

The benefits to reducing
the number of abandoned
homes falling into disrepair
across the city should be

pretty evident.
Studies have shown
that abandoned homes

frequently provide havens
for prostitutes and drug
dealers. They encourage
vandalism and dumping —
take a trip to the northeast
corner of the city and you’ll
find all the evidence you
need. Crime rates on blocks
with abandoned buildings
are roughly twice as high
as those on similar blocks
without abandoned build-
ings.

The cost of increased
crime is undoubtedly bore
by the residents. If that was
the only benefit of reducing
the number of abandoned
homes in the city, it would
still probably be worth it.

But the prevalence of
blight also greatly reduces

commercial  investment.
The city is attracting com-
mercial investment down-
town, but until the neigh-
borhoods are cleaner and
safer, they are going to
continue to suffer reduced
investment.

This also has a real cost
to citizens. It’'s how you
end up with neighborhoods
lacking access to basic ame-
nities, like a grocery store.
The potholes and burnt out
streetlights are a product of
the reduced tax base.

This is something the
city has been working to-
ward since the Youngstown
2010 plan laid out its vision
for taking the city from grey
to green.

Between 2007 and 2013,
over 3,000 houses came
down. They were funded

primarily by state and fed-
eral grants, but those rev-
enue streams are drying up.
The mayor estimates there
are about 4,000 more aban-
doned properties that need
to be taken care of.

The administration
worked together and came
up with a clever solution
to address this problem on
the scale it needs to be ad-
dressed. Current efforts are
not sufficient. This would
have a significant impact
on the city in the short term
and cost residents next to
nothing.

The mayor has thrown
council a softball. Let’s see
if they can manage to real-
ize it’s in their constituents’
interest to knock it out of
the park.
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A Toast

to Fall

GINO DIGUILIO

grdiguilio@student.ysu.edu

Ah fall: one of the most
magical, special, beautiful
and rejuvenating seasons
there is. Now you might
be thinking, “Gino, are
you crazy? It’s just an in
between season that likes
to confuse us with unpre-
dictable weather patterns,
dying trees and pumpkin
everything,” and to that,
I would say, “EXACTLY.”
How could you not love it?

When fall finally knocks
on our door, I feel a sense
of new beginnings. It’'s my
favorite season. Well, be-
sides oregano! Please laugh
at that, it was a grade A
pun and you know it. I see
opportunities to be a bet-
ter person, express myself
in different ways and real-
ize just how beautiful fall
makes the world appear.
And to those of you that
call it autumn, I'm going to
need you to tone it down a
notch ... We all can’t be as
quirky as you.

I love fall so much that
I will wake up early, open
up the windows to get that
crisp cool breeze, make
some pumpkin tea, co-
coon myself in some knit-
ted blankets and just watch
the world go by. It is just

so relaxing and everybody
needs to do something like
this every once in a while. It
will rejuvenate you and re-
lax you to the point of fall-
ing asleep. See what I did
there? Another pun. That is
until I realize I have way too
much stuff to do that day
and snap back into reality.

But I love fall so much
that T would even go as far
as calling myself, as the
kids would say, “basic.” And
what’s wrong with that?
Nothing.

Why is it wrong that I
love everything pumpkin
flavored, scented, shaped
and all fall fashion? If that’s
wrong, then I don’t want to
be right. Sweaters for ex-
ample: treat your body to
a wonderfully warm and
cozy piece of clothing. It’s
fashionable and practical.
You are probably stressed
with school and freezing, so
why not be comfortable and
fashion forward all at once.
Have you ever smelled a
pumpkin spice candle?
Why would you not want
your entire house to smell
like a festive fall holiday? I
just don’t get it.

Now don’t you dare say,
“Oh Gino, but fall will be
so expensive if I am go-
ing to have to buy pump-
kin flavored drinks, a new
sweater and pumpkin spice
candles because it will make
me appreciate the season

more.” You know what else
I appreciate? A wallet filled
with cash-money ... Go get
a $4 candle from the gro-
cery store. Your nose won’t
know the difference. Prom-
ise. Go borrow a friend’s
sweater. I don’t care and
neither should you!
Fall isn’t supposed to be
about the things you do
or the things you buy, but
about the experience you
give yourself and the op-
portunities to calm your
mind, reset your body and
have the best fall season
ever. Yes, the way I do that
is by completely drowning
myself in festive items such
as pumpkin flavored foods
and fall fashion, but that is
not the end all be all.

Take time out of your
day to just appreciate what
the world is doing around
you. It is changing and that
is the perfect excuse for you
to change your habits. Treat
yourself, take a moment to
relax and look around you.
See how beautiful and fun
this season could be.

And if that means get-
ting your daily pumpkin
spice latte from Starbucks,
then so be it. No judgment.
Do what makes you happy,
comfortable and festive.
Just remember, fall is a
time when death is golden
and beautiful. So be as basic
as you want and enjoy the
season to the fullest.
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“We Would Like to Get a Full Stadium”

Pelini and Team Challenge Fans to Attend Top 10 Matchup

PHOTO BY DAN HINER/THE JAMBAR.

Attendance of Youngstown State University home football games has increased slightly during the first half of the season, but YSU head coach Bo Pelini
and members of the team are calling for a larger crowd for the prime-time game against #4 lllinois State University. The game will be available on ESPN 3

and WatchESPN.

DAN HINER

dhinerjr@gmail.com

Anticipation is growing for
Saturday’s football game be-
tween #7 Youngstown State
University [#9 in the STATS
Poll] and #4 Illinois State Uni-
versity, and YSU head coach
Bo Pelini is calling on all fans
to attend the game.

“It's been a little disap-
pointing until now, but we’ll
see how it goes. Let’s just hope
we get people to come out this
Saturday,” Pelini said.

Cornerback David Rivers
echoed Pelini’s statement and
added the importance of fan
support during home games.

“We would like to get a full
stadium,” Rivers said. “We
want to pack it because of the
big game. We feed off the en-
ergy from the crowd. Whether
people believe it or not — hav-

ing the home field advantage
— it does something to the of-
fense and defense.”

Saturday’s game will be the
first of many difficult teams the
Penguins will encounter dur-
ing their Missouri Valley Con-
ference Football schedule.

Illinois State [3-1, 1-0
MVFC] is coming off a 21-13
win against #10 University of
Northern Iowa. The Redbirds’
defense recorded a season-
high six sacks in the game and
held Northern Iowa, who av-
eraged 400 per game, to 250
yards of offense.

“I know as far as their front,
their linemen and their line-
backers in the box, they line up
in a lot of different fronts and
move around a lot. They got
a couple really good players,”
tight end Shane Kuhn said.

YSU [3-1, 1-0 MVFC] will
have to contend with one of
the top running backs in the
nation, and there’s a question
of who will play quarterback

for Ilinois State.

Illinois State running back
Marshaun Coprich is ranked
11th in the nation and first in
the conference, with 509 rush-
ing yards. Coprich is averag-
ing 127.2 yards per game and
seven touchdowns this season.

“Good football player, re-
ally good player,” Pelini said. “I
mean he’s probably up there.
We'll be hard-pressed to find
a better back that we’re go-
ing to see all year. He’s a good
football player. He could run
inside, outside and could catch
the ball — he could do a lot of
different things. He’s an explo-
sive player.”

The Redbirds’ quarterback
Tre Roberson has accounted
for 588 yards of total offense,
512 passing and 76 rushing,
and six touchdowns. Rober-
son is questionable heading
into the game. He was in-
jured during Illinois State’s
game against Northern Iowa,
but backup quarterback Jake

Kolbe threw for 234 yards and
two touchdowns in relief.

“We get ready to defend
their offense, and obviously
our players have to be aware
at who’s at quarterback, what
their strengths are,” Pelini
said. “Obviously, Roberson’s
more of a duel-threat guy. The
other gentleman is more of a
pocket passer, but he could still
run the football. He’s athletic
enough to hurt you with his
legs. We'll have our game plan,
and there is some awareness
that has to come into play like
any other game as to who they
put in the backfield and who’s
taking the ball under center.”

YSU’s offense looks to be
coming together after a slow
start during the first two weeks
of the season. The Penguins
have outscored their oppo-
nents 79-6 during the team’s
wins over St. Francis Universi-
ty and the University of South
Dakota, but YSU running back
Martin Ruiz said the offense

could still improve.

“Last week, we did all right.
We still have a lot of stuff we
have to work on and we still
put up a lot of numbers on
offense,” Ruiz said. “Defense
played real good. On the of-
fensive side of the ball, we got
some stuff we need to take care
of.”

Even though it is only the
fifth game of the season, Satur-
day’s game could impact YSU’s
playoff chances and their suc-
cess heading into the second
half of the season.

“It would really mean a
lot,” Rivers said. “It would re-
ally build our confidence going
into the rest of the season. It
would really help us a lot. We
would really like to get a win.
We've been putting in a lot of
time and a lot of hard work
going into this game. It would
mean a lot to the program too.
It would be another step in the
right direction.”

Five Games Left for
Penguins to Make a Move

JEFF BROWN

jrorownO2@student.ysu.edu

With five games left in the
season, the Youngstown State
University women’s soccer
team has had a rocky season
to this point. The team is 5-8
on the year, but has struggled
since hitting conference play
going 0-4.

The slow start in conference
play is something that head
coach Will Lemke was not ex-
pecting after last season’s suc-
cess. The team was 7-9-2 a year
ago, but boasted a 6-0-2 home
record. This season the Pen-
guins are just 3-5 at home.

“I think that we just kind
of thought it was going to be
easy, when it’s going to be way
harder now. The conference
got better, and teams are look-
ing out for us,” Lemke said.
“We didn’t have the focus and
intensity needed to have in
general, but especially once
conference started.”

As a team consisting of 10
freshmen and eight sopho-
mores, some growing pains
were expected for the YSU
women’s  soccer — program.
Though this season may not
have gone expected to this

point, the youth on the team
points to a bright future for the
Penguins.

“As other classes slimmed
out, a lot of our younger classes
are so big,” sophomore defen-
semen Sophie McFarland said.
“Once we are able to build the
program up some more, the
youth will definitely help to re-
build the program.”

Due to size of the freshmen
and sophomore classes and in-
juries to Katie Hohmann and
Katie Montgomery this season,
the underclassmen have been
forced to step up and take a
larger role. McFarland believes
getting freshmen early play-
ing time is a huge advantage
that has already shown signs of
paying off.

“I think it’s really important
to get those minutes as a fresh-
man and even as a sophomore.
It gives you a big advantage,”
McFarland said. “Marissa Mar-
tin played every game last year
as a freshman and she’s one of
our captains this year, so that
obviously gave her a top hand.”

Coach Lemke thinks that
playing freshmen early is im-
portant for their development,
but his number one focus is on
winning now, not the future.

“I'm worried about now.

Some of our freshmen have
stepped up and done a good
job,” Lemke said. “Yes, we do
have people who are pressed
into action and learning the
game at this level, but that’s
part of the gig on this level.
You either step up and play or
you don’t play. But I think this
experience does help us going
forward, but right now every-
one’s expected to perform re-
gardless of their age.”

With five games remain-
ing this year, the Penguins will
have a chance to rise from the
cellar of the Horizon League
standings. Two of the Pen-
guins’ remaining games come
against the University of Wis-
consin-Green Bay and Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago. Both
are tied with the Penguins
at the bottom of the Horizon
League.

“We've got to make a move.
I want to see our team really
making a move and finishing
strong with intensity and exe-
cuting what we [want] on both
sides of the ball for 9o min-
utes,” Lemke said. “We've got
to play our system with focus
and intensity for 90 minutes —
that’s the key. If we can do that
we’ll be okay.”

MISSOURI VALLEY
FOOTBALL ACTION
WEEK SIX

(10) Northern lowa vs. (3} North Dakota State

(10} Indiana State vs. (8) South Dakota State

Missouri State vs. Southern lllinois

MISSOURI VALLEY
FOOTBALL CONFERENCE
STANDINGS

1. llinois State
2.Indiana State

3.North Dakota State 1-0
4.Youngstown State 1-0
5.Western Illinois
6.South Dakota State 0-1
1.Northern Iowa

8.South Dakota
9. Missouri State

10.Southern lllinois 0-1

CONFERENCE OVERALL
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