
to the Congregation o'f St. Rocco's Church 

on the Fifteenth Anniversary of the Re-
I 

opening of the Church - and to the Rev. 0 .1 
Salcini on the fifteenth anniversary of his pas
torate at St. Rocco's. 
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c;}elicitations with the c;}riend5hip 
c7llways of 

Judge Joseph L. Heffernan 
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The T od Homestead Cemetery Association 
"Youngstown's Modern Highly Developed Burial Park" 

A SHom PLACE OF DISTINCTIVE BEAUTY 

AND CAREFUL MANAGEMENT. THE ONLY 

CEMETERY IN THE CITY NOT OPERATED 

FOR PROFIT. 

Phone 77284 

BELMONT AT TOD LANE 
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C?9he 
Fifteenth Anniversary 

of tIle Re-opening 

of St. Rocco's Cb.urch 

June 1st • 1933 - J une 4th 

St. Rocco'. Church, Youngstown, Ohio 
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- \ I '00 the c7v[embers of J>t. fRocco's ehurch: I 
I t I I am very glad indeed to give a ' word of greeting and con- • 

" 

gratulation on this 'occasion of ' your Fifteenth Anniversary cele- , i i bration, The years have proved your faithfulness and shown a ! 
I stren'gthenjpg of the life and work in your parish. May you have i 
, many years of blessing and may your life and ministry become i 
I richer in all good work in days to come. I 
I " 4 LEONARD W. S. STRYKER, Rector, St. J(Jhn's Pa1'ish. ' 
! I I -
j t. 
, In the Fifteenth Anniversary of the Re-Opening of St. Rocco's I 
I '~1Urch and my ministry to the people of Brier Hill, I wish to thank i 
I the Almig hty God for His continuous assistance and grace for the I 
I fulfillment of my ministerial duty. j 

I I wish to I:enew my humble obedience and devotion to my I 
, Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Warren C "'l'iogers, D. D., with a prayer that ' 
j the Almighty will give him long life for the advancement of His I, 
I Kingdom. I 
I Thanks to all the American and Italian friends who devotedly I 
i have co-operated with me religiously and socially for the progress i 
I of St. Rocco's Chllr~h and the Community in Brier Hill. ' i 
~ REV. ORESTE SALCINI, Pastor. I 
~ I 
~ i 
!We wish to express our sincere appreciation to our pastor, the I 
I Rev. Ol'este Salcini, who so faithfully attended the performance Of I 
I his ministerial duties during the past fifteen years, and to those I 
I who contributed morally and materially to the progress of St. ! 

I Rocco's Church. ~,
- We take this opportunity to thank those whose' donations and , 
t free work made possible the recent redecoration of the interior of I 
! the church: We are grateful to Mr. Dominic Marino, chairman of I 
I the Funds Campaign; to Mr. Rocco Mele who directed the decora- , 
I tion work and to his co-workers: Michele Gatti, JIm Palermo, Frank " 
I Lauria, Frank Cassetta, Joe Ferraro, Albert Olivieri, Andrea Di I 
I Menno, Rocco and Domenico Patrone, and Patrick Julian. I 
I We thank also Mr. Tobia Mirto, who donated his time and " 
- ability to the erection of the new altar and all those who assisted 
, 1-
, in one way or another: Mr. Antonio Di Maggio, Luigi Infante, 
I Nicola Cristiano, Angelo Patrone, Joe Cataldo, Raffaele Donnaru- I 
I me, Raffaele Buzzacco, Mrs. Teresa Prezioso, Mrs. Concetta i 
! Cataldo, Mrs. Anna Frasca, Mrs. Filomena Di Maggio, Mrs. Mada- I 
I lena Giuliano, Mrs. Leonora Rocca, Mrs. An'na Infante, Mrs. Julia I 
i De Riso, Mrs. Felicia Baulo and Miss Maria Donnarume. -, 

t THE COMMITTEE OF ST. Rocco's CHURCH i 
! i 
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Nick ButtiLta & Sons 

W holesaltJ G1'oce'l'S 

Telephone 34360 

347 East Federal St., Youngstown , O. i 

Cong'l'atu lations and B est 
Wishes from 

Reliable C]othjll~ Co. 
209-213 East Federal St. 

Youngstown, O. 

The B ::g Store I 
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I , .. fJ3rief ~istory of $[. [Rocco's ehurch 
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Interior of St. Rocco', Church 

i 
i CEMENT WORI( 
• THAT ' LASTS A LIFETIME , 

Phone 4169(, 

I J. BEVILACQUA 
I Ge n era l Cement Contractor 

i We Spec iali ze in Shhde v '~ Dr v -Ce ll n r rrocc~!'\ t Ctnrant,eed 10 0 r;, Efri c ient 

'

4 Y011r IJnsement Maoe Dry. Snnitary. Warm , 
Enjoyable 

St. Rocco's, which is on e of 
the several Italian Epi~copa ! 
churches in America , is located 
on Calvin St., Brier Hill. 

About 26 years ago several 
members of St. Anthony's R0-
man Catholic Church , throllgh 
~ome difficulties with th e R-o
man Bishop, left hi~ jUl'i~dic
tion, secured a lot neal' by. and 
built on it the present chul'C'h, 
In honor of their patron sai nt 
they cal led it St. Rocco's, a nd 
fOl'med what was kn own a!' 
an Italian National Catholic 
Ch urch, incorporated und er th E' 
laws of Ohio on May 17, 1907. 

Things were successful for 
about nine years, then so me 
more difficulties \vere encount
ered, the church was sold and 

LOUIS GRECO 
Groce ry ahcl Meat Market 

OUR SP~:C IA1.Tlr,s 

Choice Beef , Yeal, Lanib. Pork. 
Poultry and Lard 

Phone 64!'l!)1 
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I il6 N. Fruit St. Youngstown. Ohio 22:18 W. Fed eral St., Youngstown , O. 
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'i I j CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES I 
, ON YOUR FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY i 
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'I 651 Himrod Avenue Youngstown, Ohio I 
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I t I Compliments Co mpl i1ll ent. ! 
j of j 
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I DR. PARILLO DR. J. COLLA : 
I I 

I I I I I i 
I 3 I 
I ! i the cong'l'egation disbanded. , 
i Th e church remained losed t 
i for some time. Then th e - H y- , 

-, Alfred Izon, Rector of St. An-
i drew's Episcopal Church, a , 
! clergyman full of activity and i 
j missionary zeal, saw a good op- I 
j por tunity of doing some '''ork t 
i among those Italians, who weI' I 
I not affiliated with any Church, i 
- and having obtained permi ss lvn , 
I f o)' use of the building, star ted -
I his missionary work at onc. " 
I with th e help of some influential 
I and active members of the old I 
i congregation. " 
j The Ital ian people gave e\'i-
i dence of their willingness an d I 
i loyal~y, but Rev. Izon, detained -
i by his other duties, and unabl e 'I: 

- to speak Italian, was anxious to 
, Rt . Rev. W. A. Leonard, D. D. seClll'e an Italian clergyman , ! 
i The Late Bi.hop of Ohio 
! I 
j i 
I I I ALEXANDER Compli11wnts , 

i HARDWARE , 
, of t 
i Glas.'i, HO'llsc FU17t'ishing t 
I Goods I I Lead Oils and Co lors I C. C. CL UPPER : 
I P hone 38977 I t' i COUNTY _ 

I ' 
i 2035 West Federal St. ' INVESTIGATOH , 

j . i 
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i' t WHERE YOU REALLY SAVE MONEY- t 
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, 'DE LUXE J 

I MARKET j 
i I 
i TWO STORES I 
i f I Downtown f 
I COR. WALNUT AND EAST FEDERAL t , I 
i West Side I 
~ 620 STEEL STREET I 
t t 
I f i Home Owned Home Operated I 
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e t 
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i Telephone 4-2141 I 
i i 
I i 
, l\iannin!!- arino Motor Co. I I L) I 
j I i GOOD USED CARS I 
, E ssex T en'aplane Sixes - Eights i 
i I 
~ 907 Wick A venue Youngstown, Ohio I 
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D. 'f . l\1arjno 
- for -

COUNCILMAN 

1;hird Ward 

I Yout' S u pport Will Be ApPl'ec iate d 

I 
I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
i 
i 
I 
I 
j 
i 
i 
I 
i 
i 
,. The Rt. Rev. Warren L . Rogers, D. D , 

Th e Present Bishop of the Diocese of Ohic 

i 
Com1Jliments of 

I 
I 
I 
i 
I David G. Jellkins 
t 
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JUDGE 

COMMON PLEAS COURT 

CONGI AT LATI01 -

(lnd 

BEST WISHES 

D. T. ~ arino 
The ModenL Plumber 

who cou ld take full chaJ' j!;e o£ 
th e work. 

Under instructions of the Rt. 
Rev . Wi lliam A. Leonard, D. D., 
then Bishop of th e Diocese of 
Ohio. the present pasto r, Rev. 
Oreste Salcini, fo rmerl y a mis
~ i ol1a ry in the Diocese of Mar
quette, Mich igan, took charge of 
th e work on June 15, 1918. 

Und er his direction th e work 
made a rapid progress. and on 
Dec. 1, 1918, a reorganized con
g regat ion 9f 80 famil ies were 
formally r eceived in to COIl

munion of th e Episcopal Ch urch. 
Tn 1921 t he church building 

became property of the Diocese 
and in 1926, with the a id of St
.Joh n's Episcopal Ch urch and 
the Diocese, t he cong regation 
succeeded in building a new par
ish house. 

A t present there a re about 

COIl11Jlim,ents of 

Ceo. H. Gessner 
JUDGE 

COMMON PLEAS COURT 
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II~ Central Square Market I I 

RULLI BROTHERS 
i I 
J 21 East Federal Street ' 
t I 
i, FOR QUALITY I 

t 
I MEATS, FRUITS, VEGETABLES, BAKER GOODS, I 
, j 

i BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE AND FISH i 

I
I I 
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t 

I I 
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t I I Compliments of Compl'iments of ·1 
i i I Clifford M. Woodside Frank L. Baldwin i 
I JUDGE JUDGE I 
, j i PROBATE COURT Court of Domestic Relations i 
I I I --_. I 

I Compliments of Compliments of I 
t ' , I I James A. Green Fred 1\1. Griffith I 
i CLERK OF COURTS Mahoning County I 

I Mahoning County RECORDER I 
I I 
I ~ 
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I 
i Rev. Oreate Salcini 

150 families in the congrega
tion ; 532 children have been 
Japtized and 233 person con
firmed. 

St. Rocco'.' is a definite asset 
to th e Italian people of Briel' 
Hill: Religious services are held 
regularly and the parish house 
is a center of many civic and so
cial activities. 

It is the meeting place of the 
Ladies' Guild, the Girls' Friend
ly Society, the Kappa Beta Kap
pa, th e Boys' Jr. Club, and of 
several fraternal societies. It i ~ 
used by the Free Kindergarten 
l\ssociation for the ch i Id rens' 
daily school and for the Mothers' 
Club meetings, to which the con
gregation contributes the fuel, 
light, gas and repairs. 

I members or friends of the 

Recently the interior of the 
church has been redecorated; 
painters, carpenters and others, 

church, offering their services for 
I this work. 

O~r present beloved Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Warren L. Rogel'S, 
D. D., IS deeply interested in the spiritual progress of this Italian 
congregation. His annual visitation for the rite of ,Confirmation is 
an increasing joy to the members of the church. 
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i-VOTE FOR _ , 
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i Judge Henry P. Beckenbach i 
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t _ for _ I 
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I JUDGE OF MUNICIPAL COURT i 
i To Succeed Himself . ,-
I 
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i I i CONGRATULATIONS i 
t . and I 
j BEST WISHES I 
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Anniversary rogram 

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 1933 

At 6 :30 p. m.-Banquet at St. Rocco's Pal'ish House, 116 Calvin St. 

The banquet will be followed by a musical entertainment, 

speeches and dance. Music by Frank Oros and his St ud ents' 

Orchestra. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 1933 
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j t 
i At 10 :30 u. m.-Celebration of Holy Communion and sermon by I 
I the Rector, Rev. Oreste Salcini. The vested choir of the church i 
I i t will render a special' musical program, with Miss J. Modarelli I 
I at the organ. i 
I ! 
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t ~ OVE I i \, e I 
i I 
I TEXACO GAS a'lld OILS I 
i I I Groceries, Tobacco, Cigars and Candy i 
i i 
! i 
I ! 
i 2233 Mahoning Avenue I 
i I 
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I HARRY C. HOFFMAN ! 
! i ! Judge of Municipal COUTt i 
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: COMPLIMENTS OF- ! 
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I ROS;'~ne~~?~~ERS I 
, I I -- I 
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I 650 Himrod A venne Phone 66685 I , -
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t es es i 
I I I On the Fifteenth Ann'il'e1'sar!J of the , 

I Re-opening of St. Rocco's ChU1'ch ! 
I t 
j i 
i i 
J Lodge NAZIONALE A. V. DIAZ, No. 283 . I 
i Independent Order Sons of Italy i 
i Youngstown, Ohio I 
I , 
, Lodge BELLA VENEZIA, No. 332 i 
i Independent 0 rdel' Sons of Ilaly i 
i Youngstown, Ohio I 
i i 
I Lodge PRINCESS OF PIEDMONT, No. 444 I ! Independent Order Sons of Italy ~ 
~ Youngstown, Ohio ~ 

I , 
I Lodge GIUSEPPE VERDI 1 
i Independent Order Sons of Italy , 
I Youngstown, Ohi o I 
I ! 
I AMERICAN-ITALIAN EDU~ATIONAL CLUB , 
I Youngstown, Ohio I 
i t i Societa' UNIONE MONT AGUTESE i 
i Youngstown, Oh io , 

I KOMO CLUB , 

,i I ~ Youngstown , Ohio i 
I i i BRIER HILL IMPROVEMENT CLUB I 
i Youngstown, Ohio i 
I J 
I POLITICAL-ECONOMICAL CLUB (Third Ward) i 
i Youngstown, Ohio i 
f i 
, ! 
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i ' 
i The Perkins Hardware & Roofing Co. I 
I I i General and Builders Ha1'dware -
I ! 
I Warm Air Furnaces Slate and Tin Roofing Weather-Stripping , 
I j 

1
-. Stoves and Ranges-Electric Washers-Household Appliances ,,: 

Paints and Oils-Varnishes-Brushes-Glass 

'I I 1502-1510 West Federal St, Phone 36114 Youngstown, Ohio I 
I I I , 

I I I uffman Brothers, nco I 
IE, 
I WHOLESALE - RETAIL 1,= 

i 
I HaJ'd and Soft Wood Timbers Cli t to O:rder f 
I Manufacturers of Doors, Sash and Interior Finish f 
i Lath, Shingles and Roofing I' 

I 947 West Federal St. Phone 32147 Youngstown, Ohio I: 

i I i --. - - . I' 

I DRUGS DHUGS ~ 
i i 
i C TILEY I' I ..Ie e j 

I 1524 West 'federal Street i 
I f 
I Prescriptions a Specialt!l I 
, I' 
I i 
i I 
I i I COMPLIMENTS OF THE i 
I i 
t Bolotin-Drabkin Furniture Lo. i 
,. i 
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1 
~ GRAND OPENING I 
~ I 

I "Belmont Garden" i 
I j 
j Italian-American Dishes I 
~ First-Class Kitchen i 
~ Legal ized Beer t 
~ Private Rooms , , , 
J CARMEN ANZTVJNO, Prop. ! 
j I. 
i 17] 1 Belmont A '"c. Phone 37296 
! ! 
~ . 
~ I 
j I 
i t 
t ! I The Crema-Cola Bott ing Co. : 
i ~ i Phones 4-2672, 3-2890 ~ 

, 16241j:! Oak St., Young town, Ohio t 
~ I 
I , 
I 1 
, TOBIA PAPAGNA, Prop. , 
t i 
I · I j 

I ' I t , i 
, TO SAVE MONEY - TRY j 

I : 
I Nick's Shoe Repairing Co. : 
I i 
, i 
~ 18 employe8 assu re you prompt, efficient and 1 
1 I 
, courteoll~ attention whil e you wait. I 
j . 
i t - I j 26 EAST FEDERAL ST. 21 WICK AVE. I 
I I 
j i 
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• i Wholesalers of i 
• ; I 
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, '1-'-1---1-'-11- - .111-1 111 I , , 
, Imported Hlld DOlll('stic " , 
, i 
, I 
, G ~ S ! , ~ i 
, I 
,'111111.1.11.1-.111. , 

t i 
, BENEDETTO ANTONUCCI, Manager i 
I .1 
i i 
, j 
, i 
I j 
I ! I Phone 4-1712 ! 

I 01 . if , 228-230 East 1"1"Ont Stt"eet YOllngstown, 110 
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":'''-'''~I''-''' I~'~'~''-'I'-II __ ''~'''--'I''''' ' __ II~I~I''II~II_,._ •• '-'''_fl_fI"'II~I '_I'_I'_II'-I'_I •• 

j 

j 
! 
I 
i 
i 
! 
I 
! 
I 
i 
j 
! , 

E WISH TO CONGRATULATE the 
Congregation of St . Rocco's Episcopal 
Church on their 15th Anniversary of the 

Re-opening of the Church and the coming of 
Rev. Salcini. I 

We know the coming 15 years will produce even 
greater ,growth ... bringing closer together Rev. 
Salcini and his fine congregation. 

thank the people of St. Rocco's Episcopal 
Church for their patronage for the past - we 
know you will be back. \ 

WN THE YOUNGS 
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BRIEF HISTORY 
OF 

$t. 1\occo's (!Episcopal ((burcij 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 

1918-1953 

by 

THE REV.ORESTE SALCINI 

Postor Emeritus 



PREFACE 

1 retired from active service about ten .years ago after 
thirty-five years as Priest-in-charge of St. Rocco's Episcopal 
Church, Youngstown, Ohio. 

1 started my ministry at St. Rocco's in 1918 under Bishop 
Leonard, whose remarkable strength and charm bonded him 
to the affection and loyalty of the clergy and laity. 

1 continued under Bishop Rogers, but a good part of my 
ministry in Youngstown was under Bishop Tucker, whose 
spiritual interest and help has left a deep impression in my 
heart and mind. He visited St. Rocco's on many occasions to 
administer the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

The last tw enty months of my active ministry at St. Rocco's 
was under Bishop Burroughs. lowe very much to him for his 
continued kindness and thoughtfulness, for which I am ever 
grateful. 

Now I have been asked to write a brief history of the church 
in order that the second and third generations of its members 
may know and appreciate the sacrifices and difficulties of their 
parents and grandparents in making St. Rocco's what it is 
today, and to be a stimulus to continue the "good work" with 
enthusiasm and perseverance. 

I have written these pages from memory and records, doing 
my best to give a concise and clear description of the life of . 
St. Rocco's. 

1 have omitted names of faithful men and women, whose 
life, devotion, dedication and hard work made possible what
ever success this church may have ha d, for practically every 
member of St. Rocco's had the church at heart and all faith
fully contributed to its progress and support. 

Youngstown, Ohio 

1963 

Rev. Oresie Salcini 



Dedicated 

Illy beloved wife 

OLIVE 

'who so ff/ithfllLly helped 'Ill e throllyh the difficlIlt ye(//'J 

(/nd /u 

ALL THE jvIE11,fBERS 

of St. RuC(;u'.\· Episcopal Church 

past and present 

for th eir loyalty and SII ppol'! 

CHAPTER I 

The Episcopal Church has been doing very successf ul work 
among immigrants, especially among the Italians. St. Rocco's. 
with its flourishing congregation, is one of several Italian 
Episcopal Churches in the United States. 

The old St. Rocco's Church was located in that section of 
Youngstown called Brier Hill w ith a population of about 
three thousand, of which more than two-thirds were of Italian 
extraction. Most of these people were employed by t h e Briel' 
Hill Steel Company, now the Youngstown Sheet and Tube Co. 

St. Rocco 's has been affiliated with the Episcopal Diocese 
of Ohio since 1918. However, its history goes back to aboul 
1906. 

At that time, several members of St. Anthony's TIoman 
Catholic Church and their priest, through some diffi culti es 
with their Roman Bishop, left his j urisdiction and the church. 
The priest married a mem bel' of h is congregation and de
parted. The dissenting members secured a lot on Calvin Street. 
near St. Anthony's, and built on it an Independent National 
Catholic Church, incorporated under the laws of Ohio on May 
17,1907. In honor of their patron saint they called it St. Rocco's 
Church. 

Perhaps other particulars about t his turmoil, as relate d to 
me by those who took part in it would be very interesting, but , 
I omit them as unnecessary to the purpose of this history. 

For about nine years, the Independent Church, und er th e 
leadership of Rev. Carmelo Carfora, known afterwards <t:-; 
Bishop Carfora, was highly successful. Then things did not go 
right; Bishop Carfora left for Chicago, taking with him the 
church records, the Eucharistic vestments, altar linens, etc. 
Other articles such as statues, candlesticks, etc., were divid ed 
among the members of the disband ed congregation for safe 
keeping. The mortgaged church building remained the prop
erty of the Dollar Savings and Trust Company of Youngstowll. 

This was the end of St. Rocco's Independent National Catho
li c Church. 



CHAPTER II 

For about two years the property was left without care; 
occasionally boys were allowed to hold meetings and play 
games there, with the result that altars and other furnishings 
were ruined or destroyed. 

The majority of the people did not return to the Roman 
Church. They left their children unbaptized rather than to 
submit again to the Roman Bishop. 

This condition came to the attention of the Rev. Alfred ' 
lzon, Rector of St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in Youngstown, 
one of our clergymen, who was filled with ambition and mis
sionary zeal. He saw a good opportunity to work among those 
ltalians, who now were not affiliated with any church. 

He contacted Mr. Charles Marino and other influential and 
active members of the disbanded congregation, and, having 
obtained permission from the bank to use the building, he 
immediately started his missionary work among them. 

Rev. Izon, detained by his other duties and unable to speak 
or understand Italian, was hindered in his efforts, but was not 

. discouraged. 

Having learned that in the Upper Peninsula, in the Diocese 
of Marquette, Michigan (now Diocese of Northern Michigan), 
there was an Episcopal clergyman of Italian birth, he wrote 
to me in Hancock, explaining the situation and asking if it 
would be possible for me to pay a visit to Youngstown, to see 
what could be done to revive the life of St. Rocco's 
congregation. 

I came to Youngstown and met some of the people. They 
wanted me to remain, but I only promised to take the matter 
into consideration, and having reported to the Rt. Rev. Wm. A. 
Leonard, Bishop of Ohio, in Cleveland, I returned to my mis
sionary work in Michigan. 

CHAPTER III 

Some time later I decided to come to Youngstown and under 
instructions from Bishop Leonard, on June 15, 1918, I took 
charge of St. Rocco's Church, but only in an experimental way. 

The members of St. Rocco's responded to my call. I minis
tered to them and soon acquired their confidence and 
cooperation. 

• 

• 

A temporary altar was built, pews repaired and repl aced. 
Many articles kept in custody by some members were returnee! 
and regular church services started again. 

On several occasions 1 visited the offices of the Brier Hill 
Steel Company and was always favored and encouraged br ~ 
friendly and helpful attitude. 

The work made noticeable progress. On December 1, l!)l :~, 
a reorganized congregaticn of over eighty families was for
mally received into communion of the Episcopal Church by 
the Rt. Rev. Frank DIl Mculin, Bishop Coadjutor, in the nam e 
of the Bishop of the Diocese of Ohio. 

A temporary church committee was appointed, with Mr. 
John Mulidoro as Treasul'e l'. He was follo 'Ned by Mr. Joseph 
Mangin, who for many years held that office with great trust 
and ability, being of valuable a::sistance to the priest-in-chargc. 

A church school was started and a church choir organized 
under the direction of Miss Marian Modarelli,nrst organist, 
followed by Miss Grace Schultz, Mrs. Ed"vard Carden and Miss 
Connie Jeswald. 

To solve the problem of t he older people, who had vel'~' 
limited knowledge of the English language, and the youngcl' 
ones, who could barely speak and understand Italian, a nd to 
make the congregation familiar with the doctrine and litul'g~' 
of the Episcopal Church, Prayer Boo ks in Italian and English 
were introduced. The Communion Service, with the exception 
of the Epistle, Gospel and Exhortation, was in English. Dual 
language was used in the sermons, instructions and other func
tions of the church, as th e circumstances required. 

Some members were uneasy about the word "Protestant," 
but readily accepted it after the explanation that its meaning 
was not negative, as taught by the Roman Church, but positiYe . 
The Episcopal Church was PRO-testing in favor and defense 
of the Primitive Catholic Faith obscured by innovations and 
additions, abuses and corruption. 

On March 22, 1921, Bishop Leonard bought the p]'opel't~· 
from the Dollar Savings and Trust Company of Youngsto\\·Il, 
leaving a small mortgage to be covered by the local congrega
tion, which was paid off in clue tim e. 



By anonymous donation, the interior of tbe church was 
redecorated and a new altar built by Mr. Toby Mirto, who 
willingly donated his time and work. 

The Nflve aud Sanctllary 

On September 11, 1921, Bishop Leonard paid his first visit 
to St. Rocco's to meet the people and to administer the Sacra
ment of Confirmation. 

He was impressed by the enthusiastic reception received. 
The church was crowded. The people were anxious to pay 
homage and to hear this venerable leader, who had already 
done so much for them. In his brief address he praised them 
for their religious attitude and exhorted them to continue "fer
vent in spirit, serving the Lord !" 

Soon after, a Woman's Guild, known as St. Anna's Guild, 
was organized with about forty members. Mrs. Charles 1\1arino 
was its first president. 

• 
1 

The work was taking s hap e and progress W 2 S being mad '. 
Th e small house (an old buildinp,- in t he real' of the church) , 
although repaired, becam e inad equate and larger qu a rters 
were necessary. 

A new Parish Hall of brick and stone. of su ch si ze a nd 
appointment to meet the needs of t he m embers of St . Rocco 's 
and the Halian colony, was mad e possible by the contributi on 
of $4,000 .00 each from the Council of the Episcopal Dioce 'e 
of Ohio, the Nationwide Funcl, and St. John's Parish ; a lso b ~' 
pledges and donations of the memb ers of St. Rocco's. Th e 
excavation for the bas0. ment of the building was mad e b~' l\I1'. 
Sam Vivolo, as a donation to the church . 

On Sunday, June 13, 1926, the Rt. Rev . W. L. Hoge rs, 
Bishop Coadjutor, assisted by the Archdeacon P a tt e rs o n , 
myse lf, and other clergy, laid the corn erstone. On Novembe r 
6, 1926, Archdeacon Patterson, appointed by Bishop Roger~. 
had the very pleasant opportunity of conducting the senices 
of dedication of this Community Hall. The Rev . L. W. S. Stry
ker of St. John's and I took part in th e service , which foll owed 
the procession of the choir and large congregation from th e 
church. Addresses of f elicitations wer e mad e by the Arch
deacon, by Dr. Stryker, by the architect, Mr. W. H. Cool{, and 
by a representative of th e Vestry of St. John's, Mr. A. D. 
Thomas. A social evening followed th e service. 

St. Ro cco's COlI/l1/unity Hafl 



CHAPTER IV 

Soon St. Rocco's became a definite asset to the 1t::tlian people 
of Brier Hil l. It became a center of social and religious 
act iviti es. 

A branch of the Girls' Friendly Society was also organized 
at a very enthusiastic meeting. Twenty-six members were 
enrolled . Miss Leah Benchoff, Diocesan Field Secretary of 
Cleveland, gave an interesting talk on duties and privi leges 
of the society. The late Mrs. Frederick Jones, a very active 
member of St. John's and of philanthropic ideals, will be 
gratefully remembered as a frequent visitor to this group, 
bringing gifts and accompanying at the piano, when the girls 
were singing. Mrs. Salcini, assisted by Mrs. J. H. Keyser, had 
charge of this group and gave much of their time and ability 
to its progress. 

Girls' Friendly Group 

t 
l 

St. Rocco's Churr!, School 

St . Rf)c("o's Choir 



The Community Hall became the meeting pJace for the 
Boys' Club, organized to entertain the young boys of the 
church with instructions, games and recreation on Saturday 
mornings. 

Boy Scout Troop No.3 also held its weekly meetings t hel'e 
und er the direction of the Scoutmaster, Mr. Louis Mastropietro. 

About the same time, a daily kindergarten was started , 
sponsored by the Free Kind ergarten Association. 

A baseball t eam, to be known as St. Rocco's Baseball Team, 
was also organized, and und er the brilliant coaching of AI 
Sebastia n, gained a splendid athletic record . 

St. Rocco's Baseball T ea m 

. St. Rocco's was honored by the presence of two visiting 
bIShops for the Conf:rmation Service. On May 23 , 1943, the Rt. 
Rev. Thomas Jenk1l1s. D.D., retired Missionary Bishop of 

Nevada, and on July 27, 1947, the Rt. Re \-. Richard A. Kirch
offer, D.D., Bishop of Indianapolis_ Both bishops wer e ve l'~ 
impressed by the activiti es at St. Rocco's. 

C r)]1jirl//(/fiol/ C/fI.u 

Ch/lrch Sc hr;r;/ Pi r l/le 



There should not be left unnoticed the annual Celebration 
of St. Rocco's Feast, August 15 and 16, attended by thou
sands of people from Youngstown and vicinity. 

Besides the church services, the program consisted of a 
procession throughout the Brier Hill district, with a band con
cert and lawn fete, ending with a display of fireworks. 

The entire section of Brier Hill, where the church was 
located, had to be policed and barred to outside traffic on these 
feast days. 

The Statue of St. Rocco was liberally and literally green 
with financial donations from the faithful at the end of the 
journey through Brier Hill. 

'. ... / .1 
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St. Ro cc o'J F eMt, 'with th e Statile 0/ St. Ro C(. o 

CHAPTER V 

Among the major improvements in 'the church building 
there should be mentioned the placing of a new roof with 
material and workmanship donated by the Brier Hill Steel 
Company in the early years. 

The covering of the frame exterior of the church with brick 
veneer, in 1941, gave it a more solid and neat appearance and 
made it similar to the Parish House. 

A lovely silver chalice and paten was presented to St. 
Rocco's by the Woman 's Auxiliary of Youngstown Region , for 
which we are very thankful. 

Also, a set of beautiful Stations of the Cross was given b~' 
the Woman's Auxiliary of St. Rocco's. 

On July 10, 1950, having passed the age of reti rement, I 
announced my intention of retiring fro m active service; the 
date to coincide with the appoiJ1tment of a successor. 

On July 1, 1951, the Rt. Rev. Beverly Dandridge Tuck er. 
D.D., Bishop of the Diocese, writing to the Church Commiftee 
of St. Rocco's said: "I wish to express my hearty approval of 
your desire that the Rev. Oreste Salcini shall become upon his 
retirement on September 1, 1951, Pastor Emeritus of St. 
Rocco's Church." 

Nevertheless, at the r equest of the Bishop, I remainecl twu 
more years in active service, waiting for the appointment of a 
successor. 

On July 5, 1953, Bishop Burroughs visited St. Rocco's, and 
on the following day he wrote me: "The large congregation, 
the good-sized Confirmation Class and the fine attitude of th e 
people left nothing to be desired." 

During my ministry there I have officiated at 941 Bap,tisms. 
290 Marriages and 296 Burials and 590 persons received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 

In conclusion, 1 may say that the work at St. Rocco's has 
been very successful through the years. 

For this I wish to thank Almighty God for His continuous 
assistance and grace, for the fulfillment of my ministerial 
duties. 



On October 1, 1953, having been appointed by the Rt. Rev. 
Nelson M. Burroughs, Bishop of the Diocese of Ohio, the Rev. 
Richard O. Petersen took charge of St. Rocco's. 

I want to congratulate him and to express my sincere 
thanks for his continued kindness and attention, wishing him 
every success. 

Ten years have passed, and I am glad to say that I still 
enjoy the esteem and affection of the members of St. Rocco's, 
which I heartily appreciate and for which I am very grateful. 

A CONTINUATION OF THIS BRIEF HISTORY 

b~' 

The Rev. Richard O. Petersen, Vicar 

It was on October 1, 1953, that 1 began m? ministr.v at Sl. 
Rocco's, succeeding Rev. Oreste Sa lcini after his m a ny yearf; 
of faithful and effective ministry among the people of SL 
Rocco's Church. Though Rev. Sa1cini had officially retired in 
1951 , he continued to serve the congregation of St. Rocco's 
until m y coming. Rev. Salcini and Mrs. Salcini had given 3i1 
years of their lives to the work of the church in Brier Hill. vV c 
give thanks to Almighty God fOl' the lives and ministries of 
Rev. and Mrs. Salcini, and we rejoice that they are both still 
with us. 

Soon after my arrival, 1 began to hear rumors t hat a portion 
of Route 422 was to be relocated in Briel' Hill. If that was to 
take place, St. Rocco'G would be absorbed by that relocation 
of Route 422. It would also mean tl~at many families of the 
parish would also be forcibly displaced because their homes 
would also be absorbed by that relocation project. There Well) 

a time when all the families connected with St. Rocco's li\'ed in 
Brier Hill and could easily walk to church. But an exodus of 
church families out of Brier Hill had been taking place almost 
unnoticed for at least 15 :real'S prior to the time when the 
church and many church famili es were forcibly uprooted be
cause of the relocation of Route 422. And since that time, man)' 
other families have voluntarily moved out of Brier Hill, build
and buying new homes elsewh el·e. Now many fami li es of th e 
parish are scattered all over Mahoning and Trumbull Co un
ties. There are still a goodly number of fami li es living in Brier 
Hill. But we also have fam ili es li ving on the North Side, East 
Side, West Side and South Side of Youngstown; in Campbell, 
Boardman, Canfield, Poland, Liberty Township, Girard, Hub
bard, Niles, Warren, North Lima, Lake Milton and New Water
ford. 

In due time, we were officially notified that St. Rocco's 
Church and Parish Hall would be absorbed by the relocation 
of Route 422 in Brier Hill. We received damages fo r the build
ings and land. 

The last services in the old St. Rocco's wel'e held on Sunday. 
May 13, 1956. Rev. Salcini was present with us that day al~<1 
spoke to the congregation. He also informed us that it was on 
the second Sunday in May, 1918, that he conducted his fi r~ t 
services at St. Rocco's, 38 years before. That Sunday .vas a 
sad one for all who were present at the ~ervices becau~p. of the 



many associations they had had with the old St. Rocco's. Many 
were baptized, confirmed and married therc. Many had 
commended their departed loved ones to God's lovc nnd mercy 
in that hallowed place. Soon after that Sunday, the buildings 
were demolished, and the new portion of Route 422 now actu
ally runs over the land where the old church and parish hall 
once stood. 

Prior to the time when we knew that we would have to 
vacate our bui ldings, the vicar contacted the board of trustees 
of the Tod Homestead Cemetery to ask them if it were possible 
for us to have the use of Tod Chapel for services on Sundays 
and other times. They graciously consented. We worshipped in 
Tod Chapel for a little over three years before we began to 
worship in the new church. 

During this same time, committees were appointed to look 
fol' a new site for the relocation of the church. After a great 
many contacts for possible sites, the present location was fin
ally decided upon. A financial drive was started and almost 
$35,000.00 was pledged. The Diocese of Ohio presented us 
with a gift of $10.000.00. We were a lso assured by Bishop 
Burroughs that loans could be secured through the Episcopal 
Advance Fund. So with these assurances together with the 
monies we received as damages for our property in Brier Hill 
an architect was sought. Mr. Donald Bostwick of Niles was 
engaged. When the final plans were approved and bids were 
let, Adolph Johnson and Son was awarded the contract to 
erect the new building. 

~. , . 

The NeUJ St, Rocco'S Church 

The church is located at 239 Trumbull Ave., Liberty To·wnship. 

The first services in the new church building were held 011 

Sunday, June 28, 1959. Bishop BUrJ'oughs dedicated the new 
. church before a filled church on Sund3Y evening, Novembe r 

15, 1959. Rev. Salcini was present for the dedication service 
as well as other clergy and representatives from the COI1l

munity. It was a great day for the congregation of St. Rocco's . 

The Nave and Sanctuary 

Many beautiful gifts given in memory of departed loved 
ones were presented by the families and friends of St. 
Rocco's, which have enhanced the beauty of the church. They 
were as follows: the Altar, the Cross and Christus Rex, thc 
carved wood Statue of St. Rocco, the Ambry, the Sanctuary 
Lamp, the Baptismal Font, the sterling silver Bowl and Ewer. 
sterling silver Cruets, Prayer Desks, Prayer Books, Holy V\Tatc1' 
Bucket and Sprinkler, Alms Basins, Candlest ;cks for the AltaI' 
in the Narthex, sterling silver Private Communion Set, and the 
Christus Rex for the Parish House . 

The following gifts were presented by individuals and 
groups, The carved wood Statue of the Blessed Mothel' and 
Child was given through a popular subscription list as were 
the two stands on which are placed the Statue of the Blessed 
Mother and Child and the Statue of St, Rocco in the nave of 
the church. The Altar Rail and Kneeling Cushions were pre
sented by the Young Adults and the Episcopal Church Women 
of St. Rocco's, The Church Women gave the pews; they also 
executed and presented a white set and a green set of Euchar
istic Vestments. The Young Adults Group presented the organ, 



The Lectern Bible was presented by a family. The cotnpanio11 
Credence Tables were presented by individuals. A member of 
the parish made and presented a lace hanging for the High 
Altar and the Altar in t he Narthex. Two individuals presented 
the Episcopal Church Signs, and another individual presented 
a gift of shrubbery. Other gifts were presented for use in the 
office, sacristry and parish house. 

At this writing, the sanctuary floor, pulpit, lectern a nd 
chancel rail still need to be finished. When that is done, the 
interior of the church proper will be completed. It is hoped 
that when the present structure is paid for, the Parish House 
will be enlarged 

It is also hoped that by 1968, when St. Rocco's celebrates 
its fiftieth anniversary, that St. Rocco's will have become a 
self-supporting parish. 
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