
Jacob Schriner-Briggs was appointed 
as executive vice president of the Student 
Government Association on Jan. 18 when 
Gabriella Gessler, the former executive 
vice president, left her position to become 
the new president.

This shift in leadership was brought 

on by Tyler Miller-Gordon’s resignation 
as president of SGA in early January. 
Gessler said he stepped down for personal 
reasons.

Schriner-Briggs is familiar with the 
role. He served as executive vice president 
in the 2014-2015 academic year when Mi-
chael Slavens was president, and again in 
the fall semester of 2015 with Ashley Orr.

Gessler said Schriner-Briggs was select-

ed partly because he had previous expe-
rience. She said appointing him on short 
notice wouldn’t cause disruptions for the 
body, and she already knows he is a hard 
worker.

“Having Jacob be able to step in with 
his knowledge of SGA was comforting,” 
she said. “We needed to be able to focus 
on the body and it’s well-being, make sure 
we are going in the right direction and 

start off the semester strong.”
Schriner-Briggs resigned as vice presi-

dent in 2015 due to a conflict of interest 
when he became the president of Sigma 
Tau Gamma. He was eligible to step back 
into SGA because his term as STG presi-
dent ended in December of last year.
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The food labs in Cushwa Hall may be re-
ceiving renovations and some new equip-
ment following complaints from students 
and faculty.

Joseph Mosca, dean of Bitonte College 
of Human and Health Services, met with 
Zara Rowlands, chair of Human Ecology, 
to discuss some of the problems with the 
lab and what solutions could be imple-
mented.

“The plan at this point is to replace 
three of the stoves,” Mosca said. “Then 
we are looking at doing some other ren-
ovations with respect to the plumbing. In 
terms of the flooring and doing any sort of 
major renovations in that area, we need to 
have a plan and estimates.”

Mosca said he hopes to tackle some of 
the larger issues after summer, if there is 
enough funding for it.

Mark Zetts, Human Ecology professor, 
said people in the community are con-
sidering donating money to renovate the 
labs. He said he thinks their equipment 
is adequate for what they are teaching in 
class. 

Mosca said he doesn’t think the prob-
lems in the lab haven’t impacted the stu-
dent’s experiences.

“The chair and the faculty in that area 
have really tried to accommodate as best 
as possible, especially with the stoves be-
cause that is kind of where the action hap-
pens,” he said.

Emily Battiato, a dietetics student, said 
she has experienced problems in the food 
lab such as an oven not turning on or a 
handle breaking off. When this happens, 
groups must share appliances, she said.

“That’s not always feasible when vari-
ous foods require different cooking tem-
peratures, and it becomes too crowded,” 
she said.

Jacquelyn Oddo, a dietetics student, 
said some of the equipment is old and 
dirty, which can discourage students from 
using them. 

“The equipment is very outdated, 
and you never know what will work and 
what doesn’t,” Oddo said. “There are not 
enough of certain tools needed for every 
group in the class to use, so it is difficult to 
give everyone an equal experience.”

Oddo said there was a mold issue last 
year from people putting wet materials in 
a cabinet. Battiato said lab students and 
the teacher took care of it, and they hav-
en’t come across any mold since.

Rowlands said the room wasn’t de-
signed to be a food lab, so there isn’t an 
exhaust system, there aren’t enough out-

lets, and there isn’t a proper drainage sys-
tem for the lab.

“[The dean] has been generous in help-
ing us buy pieces of equipment, but we 
need food processors and pasta machines 
and the little things that people don’t 
think about that you would need for a 
food lab,” Rowlands said.

Rowlands said YSU can’t compete with 
other universities that have upgraded 
equipment that are used in places such 
as hotels or hospitals, but that’s mainly 
because those universities have bigger di-
etetics programs.

“We know that YSU has some budget 
issues so we are trying to be patient, and 
wait for our turn so that way we can have 
a space that is functional and that can at-
tract students to programs that are really 
good,” Rowlands said.

BY RALEIGH BASINGER

Cushwa Labs Need Major 
Improvement
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Two departments at Youngstown State 
University continue to manage without 
administrative assistance after a recent 
request for a new hire was denied. 

The Department of Philosophy and Re-
ligious Studies has been without adminis-
trative assistance for seven months due to 
budget cuts. Alan Tomhave, department 
chair, said this has been detrimental to 
the department. 

“An administrative assistant does a lot 
of different tasks that help make the job of 
the faculty easier,” Tomhave said. 

Administrative assistants perform tasks 
from making textbook orders and print-
ing off exams to bridging contact between 
students and faculty. Tomhave said these 
tasks are now piled on the faculty, in ad-
dition to their academic responsibilities. 

“They’ve been pretty good about under-
standing that that’s necessary, but they’ve 
also been frustrated a little bit too because 
it’s an extra piece,” Tomhave said. “It’s 
not the thing that they’re experts in.”

Michael Jerryson, philosophy profes-
sor, said the empty office hurts the stu-
dents more than the faculty.

“It’s really disheartening for students 

to come in and see a department with the 
lights off where no one’s there to answer 
questions,” Jerryson said. “I’ve had peo-
ple come in while I’m in my office and go, 
‘Hello? Who’s there?’... What does this 
signal to the students? Is YSU vibrant or 
is it no longer fully operational?”

The Department of Foreign Languages 
has been without administrative assis-
tance since May 2015. A request was sent 
to Provost Martin Abraham to hire a full-
time staff member to be divided between 
the two departments, which was denied 
last week.

Abraham said the decision was made 
because YSU has a limited budget and 
there are other areas of the university that 
are also requesting more staff or funding.

“We are doing our best to invest in those 
opportunities that provide the greatest re-
turn for the greatest number of students, 
while also being cognizant of critical aca-
demic needs,” he said.

The faculty union filed a grievance 
against the administration in regards to 
the situation. Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez, 
philosophy professor, said the ruling stat-
ed that absent administrative assistants’ 
functions should be done by the depart-
ment chair.

“The problem with that is those func-
tions belong to the ACE union employ-

ees,” Palmer-Fernandez said. “It is pretty 
much a standard thing that these are the 
things [ACE employees] do, [non-union 
members] don’t come and do them.”

The secretarial position was vacated in 
the Department of Philosophy and Re-
ligious Studies last July, when previous 
secretary Mary Dillingham was trans-
ferred to Career Services. 

Bruce Waller, philosophy professor, 
said Dillingham helped organize all of 
the departments’ activities, including The 
Philosophy Circle and the Shipka Speak-
ers Series. He said the Philosophy Circle 
raised over $120,000 in scholarships last 
year with Dillingham’s help.

“We also received well over several hun-
dred thousand dollars from philosophy 
circle members who left scholarships as 
a legacy,” Waller said. “The reason we’re 
able to do that, the reason that worked, 
was because we had somebody who knew 
everybody.”

The Shipka Speakers Series is one of the 
largest lecture series on campus. Jerryson 
said attendance was down one-third this 
year because it was planned the same day 
as the Bernie Sanders rally.

“I think partly that wouldn’t have hap-
pened if Mary helped with logistics, but 
that aside, a lot of people didn’t show 
up because Mary wasn’t there,” Jerryson 

said.
The lack of administrative assistance 

turns students away, Waller said. 
“If you have a really dedicated, intelli-

gent secretary or administrative assistant 
who runs these things, they are the life 
and blood of a department,” Waller said. 
“You cherish them and everyone knows 
how much they contribute.”

The department has one student assis-
tant to fill the gap and is hoping to hire 
another. Palmer-Fernandez said there are 
still limitations.

“She can’t go into your private records 
… or ask the administrative assistant to 
do a course change form,” Palm-Fernan-
dez said.

Kristine Blair, dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, is plan-
ning to meet with faculty, the Association 
of Classified Employees, Human Resourc-
es and the Ohio Education Association 
over the next few months to standardize 
duties of all positions in the college. 

Tomhave said the conversations are on-
going, and hopes the vacancy will be filled 
in the future.

“The dean understands the need for 
making sure those tasks get done,”  
he said.

Insistence for Assistance 
PHOTO BYJORDAN UNGER/ THE JAMBAR



There’s an estimated 2.03 bil-
lion social media users in the 
world. According to Common 
Sense Media, a nonprofit organi-
zation, internet addiction could 
affect up to 26 percent of adoles-
cents and college students. 

With social media on the rise 
and smartphones in the palm of 
students’ hands, some professors 
at Youngstown State University 
discuss that college students can 
be easily distracted by constant 
access to the cyber world. 

Keith Corso, a social media 
professor at Youngstown State 
University, said there is a differ-
ence between being addicted to 
social media and overly depen-
dent on it, but both scenarios can 
be a problem.

“Mobile devices, such as lap-
tops [and phones], cause issues 
we didn’t have years ago,” Corso 
said. “They can be a constant dis-
traction.”

Joshua Monroe, a senior at 
YSU, said these devices at arm’s 
reach add to the temptation of 
regularly checking social media.

“Since there’s so many ways to 
get to it, it’s just so easy to access 
it,” Monroe said.

A publication in the 2016 Jour-
nal of Media Education studied 
675 undergraduate students in 
26 states. The study showed that 
97 percent of students use their 
phones during class for non-ed-
ucational purposes, 70 percent 
being social media.

Dennis Schiraldi, a communi-
cations professor, takes a mod-
ern approach at tackling the dis-
traction that comes with social 
media use in class. Schiraldi said 
he embraces it.

“It is naive to think that learn-
ing doesn’t take place in the 
sense that you are going to at-
tend a professional conference or 
a concert [and share it on social 
media],” Schiraldi said. “And in 
order for you to feel like you’re 
engaged in that event, you feel 
the need to connect with other 
people.”

These connections through so-
cial media are beneficial, Monroe 
said.

“It connects communication 
throughout the world,” Monroe 
said. “Businesses flourish from 
views and likes. Entertainment 
is viewed in a whole different as-
pect because of it.”

Instructors should encourage 
the use of social media sites such 
as Twitter and Snapchat during 
classes, Schiraldi said. 

“If you are live tweeting my 
class, then I know you’re paying 
attention. You’re engaged,” Schi-
raldi said. “The modern form of 
note taking isn’t necessarily you 
sitting writing on a piece of pa-
per; it’s you documenting this on 
social media.”

Schiraldi and Corso agreed 
that social media should be han-
dled in moderation. Corso said if 
someone feels overly dependent 
on social media, he or she must 
have the willpower to eliminate 
the distraction.  

“If we do it enough, we can be-
come addicted,” Corso said.

It is important to know how 
to balance between school work 
and social media, Monroe said.

“Usually I can [prioritize] be-
tween the two by importance 
and time to complete projects,” 
Monroe said. “When it is time 
to focus, I know not to use those 
sites.”

By managing your time, you 
can help take away from social 
media addiction, Corso said.
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Pitfalls of 
Social Media

Youngstown, Ohio, built on 
the foundations of the booming 
steel industry, played a signif-
icant role in World War II — 
manufacturing materials that 
were transformed into weaponry 
and other war items that went to 
aid U.S. military. 

Although a particularly small 
city on the map, Youngstown has 
made its name one to remember 
by the hard work, blood, sweat 
and tears of its workers. 

David Simonelli, a history pro-
fessor at Youngstown State Uni-
versity, said Youngstown was an 
“arsenal of democracy” during 
the war. 

“[It] was the colloquial term 
used to describe the U.S.’s small-
er cities that produced vast 
amounts of material for the war 
effort,” Simonelli said.

He also said that many young 
men in Youngstown signed up 
for the military prior to the war, 
thus making them involved in a 
plethora of major events includ-
ing D-Day, the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the dropping of the 
atomic bomb. 

Bill Lawson, executive direc-
tor of the Mahoning Valley His-
torical Society, describes life in 
Youngstown during WWII as a 
“boom time” for the city, but also 
a time of sacrifice.

“It was a time of rationing and 
self-sacrifice, family sacrifice and 
community sacrifice for the pur-
pose of forwarding the war effort 

and making sure we were victori-
ous,” Lawson said.

Lawson said recycling materi-
als such as old streetcar tracks 
were used in the steel mills. Ra-
tioning other items such as tires, 
panty hose and food was com-
mon during that time period. 

Steel mills were the epicenter 
of activity in the city at the time 
of the war. The mills ran 24/7 
with three shifts and even de-
ferred some employees from be-
ing drafted due to being so vital 
to the company and steel-mak-
ing process. 

Lawson said that when 
Youngstown men at the mills 
were drafted, their positions 
were quickly filled in by women 
in order to keep the steel manu-
facturing going. Some of the ma-
jor steel companies in the area 
included Youngstown Sheet and 
Tube, U.S. Steel Corporation, 
Republic Steel Corporation and 
Sharon Steel. 

Donna DeBlasio, a history 
professor at YSU, said that oth-
er businesses made alternative 
products related to steel other 
than what they were making 
beforehand such as Trustcon 
(Trust Concrete). 

The concrete company, owned 
by Republic Steel at the time, 
made reinforced concrete, but 
transitioned to welding and 
manufacturing airplane landing 
mats to be used in the South Pa-
cific. DeBlasio’s own mother, a 
“Rosie the Riveter” type, used to 
work at Trustcon.

These steel companies helped 
the federal government and the 

Roosevelt Administration sell 
war bonds to finance the war 
effort overseas. This included 
bringing celebrities into town — 
one specifically being Marlene 
Dietrich, a Hollywood movie ac-
tress, who visited Youngstown in 
the effort to solely sell war bonds.

There have been rumors cir-
cling around that Youngstown 
was a possible bomb target 
during the war. Due to high 
cloud coverage and its location 
way inland from the coast, Sim-
onelli said the probability of 
Youngstown being a bomb target 
was unlikely, but a possibility.

“It makes sense anywhere 
you’re producing an industrial 
product — and frankly if you take 
out the steel mills, you’re going 
to be hard pressed to build much 
of anything else unless you real-
ly got it all stockpiled,” DeBlasio 
said. 

Despite not knowing for sure 
if Youngstown was a definite 
bomb target, the city was still a 
big enough steel producer that it 
made it a contender for a rumor 
to swirl around. 

Youngstown’s steel mills kept 
producing through multiple oth-
er wars. Without those wars, the 
need for steel slowly faded away 
along with the steel mills and 
mill workers who eventually left 
town in search of new work. Al-
though the city’s significance to 
the war effort will forever be re-
membered in history.

“The war effort built 
Youngstown and Youngstown 
built the war effort,” Simonelli 
said.

Steel, a Bomb and a City;  

Youngstown’s 
History of War

BY JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR 
MORGAN PETRONELLI



For Whitney Tressel, it all started with 
flipping through magazines as a kid. Now 
a successful Jersey City local, and a free-
lancer and photographer for Google that 
travels all over the world, she has reached 
near stardom by reaching for her goals. 
She has worked for many publications 
such as Esquire, Rolling Stone, Budget 
Travel, The Wall Street Journal and Unit-
ed Airlines. Tressel also teaches in five dif-
ferent countries for National Geographic 
Student Expeditions. 

While attending Boardman High School 
and living in Youngstown, Ohio, Tressel 
worked for the yearbook staff and always 
thought that the yearbook photographers 
looked so cool hanging outside the dark-
room together with their hippie camera 
straps, photographing events and devel-
oping film together for hours. 

Tressel was motivated by Mr. Thom Fe-
cik, one of her teachers at Boardman High 
School, who told her that she should be-
come a photographer. Now Tressel travels 
all over the world to capture moments. 

“I love traveling completely, the ups 
and the downs,” Tressel said. “Traveling 
all over the world is most definitely tiring, 
but it’s what I call a ‘fancy problem’ to 
have, and the experience always wins over 
the tiredness.” 

The traveling photographer’s favorite 
places to travel tend to be the places that 
she has spent the most time in, like Du-
brovnik, Croatia, Granada and Spain. 

 “We can all be photographers,” Tressel 
said. “We all have cameras in our pockets 
now and self-publishing social platforms 
to show our work. But can we all be good 
photographers?”

The photographer market is saturated 
and an aspiring photographer should cut 
through the noise and photograph what’s 
unique to them and what excites them, 
she advises. 

“Wake up early. Talk to that person. Ask 
one more question,” Tressel said. “Spend 
time in just one spot. Wait a little longer. 
Reflect. And also, don’t quit your day job. 
Yet.” 

Jim Tressel, president of Youngstown 
State University, said that his daughter’s 
brave soul is only one of the many reasons 
he is proud to be her father.  

“She’s always thinking about the next 
adventure,” President Tressel said. “We’re 
awfully proud of her and she works really 
hard to be good at her craft. She’s fear-
less.” 

Sarah-Marie Land, who is a close friend 
and colleague of the shutterbug in the Na-
tional Geographic Student Expeditions 
program, has traveled a great deal as well 
all over the world. Paris is one of Land’s 
favorite places that she has been to with 
Tressel. 

“In the words of Hemingway, from the 
book ‘A Moveable Feast,’ ‘If you are lucky 
enough to have lived in Paris as a young 
man, then wherever you go for the rest 
of your life it stays with you, for Paris is 
a moveable feast,’” said Land. “Traveling 
expands one’s knowledge, horizons and 
understanding of a culture.” 

Tressel is currently happy with where 
she is at with her work right now, but she 
said she is always pushing herself further 
and plans to make it to all 189 countries. 

“This ambition stems from both my 
parents, Carol and Jim, and my older sib-
lings, Zak and Carlee, all whom kick ass in 
their fields,” Tressel said. 
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Whitney Tressel 
On the Move

GET INVOLVED WITH YSU STUDENT MEDIA
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Youngstown State University President Jim Tressel discussed his recent trip to Israel at a press conference on Wednesday. The focus of the seven-day trip was to 
introduce Israeli 3-D printing companies and universities to the advanced manufacturing opportunities in the Mahoning Valley. “It was so welcoming, the desire to 
collaborate with us was overwhelming,” Tressel said. Among the delegation was Barb Ewing, the Youngstown Business Incubator Chief Operating Officer, Ellen 
Tressel and members of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation. The trip was organized by the Youngstown Area Jewish Foundation, and is part of YSU’s effort to 
expand its international outreach.

Youngstown State University student 
leaders and faculty members discussed 
how getting involved on campus positive-
ly affects a student’s college experience.

Many studies show that college stu-
dents who are involved in extracurricular 
activities have higher GPAs, higher reten-
tion rates and better job satisfaction after 
graduation. James MacGregor, a graduate 
student, said he decided to get more in-
volved on campus during his sophomore 
year.

MacGregor got a job at Beeghly College 
of Education, joined the Youngstown Stu-
dent Education Association, Student Gov-
ernment Association and started volun-
teering for campus events. He said getting 
involved on campus had a positive impact 
on him.

“I cannot say why my grades improved, 
but I do know that my time spent on cam-
pus grew significantly and my network of 
friends to study with grew,” MacGregor 
said. “I wanted to be here and I wanted to 

succeed, so getting involved really showed 
me a new light.”

Karen Becker, director of First Year Ex-
perience, said being involved on campus 
had a huge impact on her GPA when she 
attended college. She said her GPA in col-
lege dropped from a 3.7 to a 1.7 when she 
stopped participating in clubs to focus on 
academics.

Becker said when students are engaged 
and feel a sense of purpose, they have a 
better chance of succeeding. She said hav-
ing a work study job gives students a taste 
of working in their desired career field.

“I think when students are engaged, 
whether it’s work study or campus activ-
ities, they just budget their time better,” 
she said. “You also start to see the rele-
vance of your courses, if it ties into your 
activities.”

Being involved on campus has many 
benefits, such as giving students the op-
portunity to acquire recommendation let-
ters from club advisors and work bosses, 
she said.  

Christina Bache Hardy, director of Ca-
reer and Academic Advising, said employ-

ers want to know what experience stu-
dents have and what skills they developed 
during college. She said this is what em-
ployers will look for during job interviews 
and on resumes, because they already as-
sume applicants have a relevant degree.

“The GPA is important since most em-
ployers will eliminate resumes with a GPA 
less than 3.0,” she said. “But, in many cas-
es, strong experience means developing 
strong skills, which is what the employer 
needs to see.”

YSU President Jim Tressel said aca-
demics are important, but participating in 
activities outside the classroom help stu-
dents reach their full potential and stand 
out in a competitive environment.

“Some of the most important traits that 
employers are looking for is the ability 
to work as a team member, the desire to 
serve others, the ability to communicate 
effectively and the willingness to step out 
of their comfort zone to thrive as a mem-
ber of a variety of groups,” Tressel said.

Tressel said his extracurricular involve-
ment was what made all the difference 
for him. During college, he was a student 

government member, played football and 
wrote for his campus newspaper.

“The experiences that I had … were tru-
ly the difference-makers that have served 
me in every phase of my professional ca-
reer,” Tressel said. 

MacGregor said he didn’t realize back 
when he was a sophomore that one day 
he would make a profession out of being 
involved on campus. 

“I love what I do, and I have started to 
work professionally as a graduate assis-
tant in the Student Activities Office. This 
is only the first step in my professional 
career, and I can’t wait to see where this 
road takes me,” he said.

MacGregor said he believes students 
are depriving themselves of a full college 
experience when they only attend classes 
on campus. 

“I have met so many of my close friends 
and I have had some real life changing 
experiences,” MacGregor said. “Joining 
student groups changed my life, and I will 
promote that idea to students for as many 
years as I am on this campus.”
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Campus Involvement Makes Better 
Students, Employees

BY ELIZABETH LEHMAN

Youngstown Expands International Outreach
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On Wednesday, Suzie’s Dogs and 
Drafts hosted Youngstown State Univer-
sity Compose Review of Writing, for their 
annual CROW event in conjunction with 
LIT Youngstown. 

YSU CROW showcased students Jared 
Lyder, Antonina Boggia, Lexi Rager and 
Tyler McLellan’s writing works from past 
writing classes, along with others who 
chose to read their essays on subjects that 
influence them in their day-to-day lives. 

“It was a free event for everyone to en-
joy,” said Angela Messenger, director of 
the Student Writing Center. “This was 
our sixth CROW event partnering with 
Karen Schubert from Lit Youngstown. 
We really liked the idea of putting this to-
gether in a different environment” 

Rager, a sophomore majoring in inte-
grated mathematics had her essay “Un-
der the Skin of Eating Disorders,” chosen 
to be presented at the YSU CROW. 

“The media often likes to shame those 
with eating disorders,” Rager said. “Just 
like any other mental disease, eating dis-
orders aren’t a choice.” 

Throughout Rager’s life she has 
watched a family member struggle with 
an eating disorder and wanted to shed 
some light on this issue. 

“I wanted to show the biological, so-
cial and psychological factors that play 
into developing an eating disorder,” said 
Rager. “I wanted to showcase the idea of 
not of shaming people for something they 
can’t control, but instead we should be fo-
cusing on ways to treat and prevent these 
diseases.” 

It was suggested to Rager that she sub-
mit her essay for CROW by her Honors 
Writing II professor James Hain. She had 
to have her essay peer reviewed several 

times before she was able to submit it. 
“You had to have the permission of a 

writing professor to submit your paper,” 
said Rager. “Then you turn in a form with 
three copies of your paper to the Writing 
Center for review.”

In order to make it a truly anonymous 
experience, Messenger had to personal-
ly review the submissions from students 
without knowing whose work belonged to 
who, along with a committee made up of 
several other YSU faculty members. 

“Most often students are nominated by 
their instructors,” said Messenger. “We 
have rolling submissions throughout the 
year, and these specific students were 
actually recognized for classes in fall of 
2016.” 

McLellan, a senior double majoring in 
history and anthropology, was another 
reader at CROW. His essay “The Wrath 
of the Gods,” is about the United States 
allowing Christianity, or any religion into 
its policymaking. 

“I’ve never participated in anything like 
this before,” McLellan said. “I’ve always 
had a passion for history, so that we may 
learn from our mistakes, and a strong be-
lief in the separation of church and state.”

Other essays that were read included 
“Paying College Atheletes” by Jill Black-
sten, “Comic Books: For Better or Worse” 
by Zameer Murad and “Youngstown, 
Ohio: A Place to Go” by Casey Infante. 

“I had the opportunity to work with 
Rager and thought McLellan’s essay was 
very intriguing and informative,” said 
Messenger. “But I think the essay that I 
looked forward to hearing the most was 
Boggia’s ‘We’ll Carry On: Welcome to 
the Black Parade’ only because I grew up 
with My Chemical Romance.” 

At this time students are able to submit 
their works year-round to composeysu@
gmail.com. The next deadline for work is 
June 1, 2017. 

CROW’s Take 
Over Suzie’s 

Dogs and Drafts 
BY GABE GARCIA

Youngstown State Uni-
versity’s PellaPenguins 
originated during fall of 
2014 in the honors college 
and was named an official 
organization in 2015. The 
PellaPenguins is an A cap-
pella singing group that 
sings in 4-part harmony. 

“Anna Maria Jadue is 
the founder of the Pel-
laPenguins,” Christine 
Langer, secretary of the 
PellaPenguins said. “Ja-
due asked her suitemates 
and a few others in Cafaro 
if they would be interested 
in forming an A cappella 
group. Several of us were, 
and that’s how PellaPen-
guins was created.”

Natalie Halavick, a 
member of the PellaPen-
guins, said the group often 
sings at many events hap-
pening on campus, along 
with sporting events.

“We’ve performed in 
the Honors Talent Show, 
at track meets, the YMCA, 
the Festival of the Arts and 
Downtown Youngstown,” 
said Halavick. “We mostly 
preform on campus, but 
we would like to see that 
expand to the communi-
ty.” 

The group is made up 
of four sections: soprano 
I, soprano II, alto I and 
alto II. When preparing 
new music for events, the 
group spends many days 
working with each sec-

tion to ensure they have 
learned the music. 

“We usually go through 
the song once or twice 
as a whole group, then 
split into sectionals,” said 
Langer. “After sectionals, 
we reconvene and sing the 
whole song as a group. If 
there is an issue with the 
music as a group, we will 
stop and work through it. 
We do this for as many 
days as is necessary to 
learn the new song.”

A strong musical back-
ground is not required to 
become a member of the 
Pella Penguins.

“To join the PellaPen-
guins you don’t need any 
musical background at all, 
and you don’t need to read 
sheet music, what we do is 
easy to pick up,” Halavick 
said. “Some girls use the 
sheet music to know the 
correct words to sing.” 

Jessie Pietrasz, vice 
president of PellaPenguins 
states the group is made 
up of students from many 
different majors and col-
leges across campus. 

“The group of girls is 
very welcoming, share the 
same love of music and 
come from many different 
academic backgrounds,” 
said Pietrasz. “We all have 
different musical expe-
riences. Some girls have 
been in choir and theater, 
others have been in the 
band and other are just 
girls who love singing. But 
all the girls work togeth-

er and work through the 
songs until everyone gets 
them.”

To become a member 
of the PellaPenguins, stu-
dents can participate in 
auditions that take place 
once a semester.

“To be a member of the 
group, you need to have 
good intonation. Intona-
tion is the ability to deter-
mine if you are singing not 
only the correct pitch but 
if your pitch is in tune,” 
said Langer. “It is also im-
portant to blend and bal-
ance well with the group; 
individual voices should 
not be heard except for so-
los. In addition to this, you 
need to be a good team 
player.”

Joining a student orga-
nization is a good way to 
get involved on campus, 
and meet new people. 

“The PellaPenguins is 
one of the best things that 
has happened to me in my 
three years here at YSU,” 
said Pietrasz. “Not only 
are the girls like a second 
family to me, but I also 
have gained a new appre-
ciation for music and my 
confidence has skyrocket-
ed. It forced me to break 
out of my shell, and I feel 
like a brand new person 
because of it.”

If someone is looking 
to join the PellaPenguins, 
they are welcome to con-
tact the group on all forms 
of social media.

BY AMANDA LEHNERD

Pitch Perfect 
PellaPenguins 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JESSIE PIETRAZ
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Members of the Collegiate Black Christian group stand in front of their poster, welcoming international students in Kilcawley Center. YSU students were encouraged 
to write positive messages on the purple paper.

Pictured are Ely Ducatel, Mariam Soto, Christian Bennett, Alaina Wells.

YSU Values International 
Students



While there is a term limit 
for the president of SGA, there 
are no restrictions on how long 
someone can be vice president, 
said Schriner-Briggs. He was 
still required to gain at least two-
thirds of the body’s vote before 
being appointed.

Schriner-Briggs said it was 
a smooth transition because of 
the welcoming nature of his col-
leagues, advisers, faculty and ad-
ministrators.

“It was a unique feeling com-
ing back, but also an exciting and 
good feeling,” he said.

Gessler said becoming the 
president during this transition 
was an adjustment, but she has 
received tremendous support 

from the body and faculty.
“I have a lot of confidence be-

cause our body is very young but 
very passionate. They all have 
initiatives they set their eyes on 
and have been very vocal about 
starting to work on them this se-
mester,” she said.

Schriner-Briggs said he would 
like to continue the initiatives 
that Gessler and Miller-Gordon 
started in the fall, such as the 
student food pantry and text-
book affordability.

“They did great work in the 
fall,” he said. “If I can help Gabi 
finish the work that her and Ty-
ler started without too many 
hiccups, and bring a lot of these 
initiatives to their conclusions in 
the next 15 weeks, that would be 
an optimal accomplishment.”

Gessler agreed that she would 
like to keep focusing on the plat-

forms that were developed in the 
fall, and hopes the future leaders 
of SGA will carry them on. She 
said Miller-Gordon did wonder-
ful work.

Miller-Gordon said it was a 
pleasure working with Schri-
ner-Briggs and Gessler, and the 
love they have for SGA is essen-
tial to carrying out their respon-
sibilities.

“I am more than confident that 
these two will carry out the ini-
tiatives that were started under 
the fall 2016 administration,” he 
said. “They will make positive, 
lasting changes at YSU, which 
will be remembered for many 
years to come.”

Since Gessler and Schri-
ner-Briggs will be graduating in 
May, there will be a new SGA 
president and vice president this 
fall.

EXTRAS 10

OTHER

HOUSING

NEED BIRTH CONTROL, PAP SMEAR, 
STD TEST? PREGNANT? 

Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU campus, 
all insurances, walk–ins. Mon-Sat - 330-746-
7007,  askthedoctor@aiwhealth.com, an-
swered confidentially.

ALL PARTIES WELCOME!
CT Rentals has nice, city licensed, all inclu-

sive houses and apartments. Now leasing for 
tenancy. Our package includes: All appliances 
plus over 90 channels of cable T.V., broadband 
Internet with Wi-Fi and ADT Security. All pri-
vate bedrooms with individual leases and all 
utilities, maintenance and groundskeeping 
included from $455 a month per person. Call 
Chris 330-743-7368.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Historical area - Walking distance to YSU
Studio Apt. $395
1 Bedroom $495
2 Bedroom $595
All utilities included. Licensed and inspect-

ed by the city. Call 330-301-1626

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Two bedroom apt’s for rent. One block from 

YSU. All utilities plus cable/internet included 
in rent. Call 330-770-4472. $500 per student.

CLASSIFIEDSYO
SPRING
2017
Get
Involved

Get clips for photos and writing!

thejambar@gmail.com

to the COMMUNITY! 

60 months as low as 

Auto Loans 2011 & newer models 

2.75%APR*

Join today - Support local business! 

Apply Today! 
(330)792‐4000 

Loans@asecu.com 
www.asecu.com 3.99%APR*

Need home repairs? 
Home Improvement Loan 

up to $10,000 as low as 

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates shown for qualified borrowers. Other rates & terms available.                  
Offer subject to change without notice. $150 processing fee applies to consumer loans. Contact the 
credit union at 800-77-ASECU for complete details. Credit Union Membership required.  

MasterCard 
No Annual Fee ● No Balance Transfer Fee 

9.99%APR*

SGA
 FRONT

Think you can write, 
design, copy edit or 
take better photos 

than we can?

thejambar@gmail.com

PROVE IT
HIRING FALL 2017
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Spring 2017 YSU Career Fair—93 Employers  
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 10 am—2 pm  

21 WFMJ & WBCB 
AAA East Central 
ACA Engineering, Inc. 
AFLAC 
Aim NationaLease 
Akron Children's Hospital 
Allegheny Health Network 
Alorica 
Alta Care Group 
American Scholar Group 
Area Agency on Aging 11, Inc. 
Ashley Furniture Homestore, Boardman, Ohio 
Associates Counseling & Child Guidance 
Austintown Local Schools 
Austintown Police Department 
Autosoft, Inc. 
AVI Foodsystems, Inc. 
BES Consulting 
Cafaro Company 
Camp Frederick 
Chartwells 
Chemical Bank 
Chick-fil-A Southern Park Mall 
Cintas 
City of Youngstown 
ClarkDietrich Building Systems 
Cleveland Clinic 
CMI Industry Americas, Inc. 
ComDoc 
Comfort Keepers 
Community Corrections Association 

Community Skilled Health Care Centre 
Compass Family & Community Services 
Consumer Support Services, Inc. 
Covelli Enterprises 
Custom Valve Repair 
Defense Contract Audit Agency 
Defense Finance and Accounting Service 
ETI Technical College 
Farmers National Bank 
Fastenal Company 
Gateway Rehab 
GBS Computer Solutions 
Gina McQuillan State Farm Agency LLC 
Greentree Counseling Center, Inc. 
HBK CPAs & Consultants 
Hollywood Gaming at Mahoning Valley Race Course 
Home Savings & Loan Company 
Homes for Kids, Inc. 
Huntington Bank 
iHeartMedia 
Involta 
Lake Erie Correctional Institution 
Launch Local, Inc. 
Lawrence Co. Association for Responsible Care 
Liberty Steel Products, Inc. 
Mack Industries, Inc. 
Mahoning county Educational Service Center 
Marsh Bellofram Corporation 
MassMutual Financial Group 
Menards 
Mercy Health 

 Mercy Home Health and Hospice 
Nannicola, Inc. 
Norfolk Southern 
North American Dental Group 
Northeast Ohio Correctional Center 
Ohio Army National Guard 
Ohio State Highway Patrol 
OhioGuidestone 
PAM Transport 
Potential Development Program 
Preston Auto Group 
Quality Engineering Solutions 
Schwebel Baking Company 
SERVPRO 
Simmers Crane Design & Services 
Simon Roofing 
Summit Academy Schools 
Surace Smith 
Sweeney Chevrolet Buick GMC 
TEGAM, Inc. 
Treloar & Heisel 
Turning Point Residential Inc. 
U.S. District Court, U.S. Pretrial Services & 

 Probation Office 
UPMC 
USMC Officer Selection Office 
Waffle House Inc. 
Wee Care Day Care & Learning Center 
West Branch Local School District 
WYSU 88.5 FM 
Youngstown City School District 

  ORGANIZATIONS ATTENDING: 

Professional full & part-time positions, internships, and co-op opportunities  
Open to all YSU students and alumni 

For more information, contact the Office of Career & Academic Advising, 941-3515. 

    ♥ Dress professionally         ♥ Bring multiple copies of resume        ♥ Bring YSU ID 

News Briefs
The intersection of Wick Ave. at University Plaza 

and Spring Street closed on Monday as construc-
tion on Wick Ave. progresses. A press release from 
Youngstown State University said the construc-
tion should take about two weeks, but Ron Cole, 
YSU’s public information officer, said there isn’t 
a set completion date. The F-1 parking lot will be 
closed, but students can still use the R-3 and R-4 
lots through Holy Trinity driveway off of Wick Ave. 

The Youngstown State University 
Police Department responded to an 
unarmed robbery on Jan. 25 near 
Wick Avenue and Spring Street. The 
suspect stole the victim’s cell phone 
and ran north on Wick Avenue. The 
witness said the suspect was a black 
male wearing jeans and a red hoodie. 
No arrests have been made thus far.

Guinathon, Youngstown State University’s Dance Marathon, 
will take place on Feb. 11 at the Chestnut Room in Kilcawley 
Center from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Participants will dance to raise 
money and awareness for Akron Children’s Hospital Mahoning 
Valley. Funds will go towards things such as new programs and 
equipment that will benefit patients. The last day to register is 
Feb. 3 and the cutoff date for donations is March 3. Students 
who are interested can sign up at http://guinathon.weebly.com/
get-involved.html. There will be live entertainment and food.



It was with great excitement 
that my friends and I accepted the 
invitation to dinner with a Chi-
nese local. It was Chinese New 
Year’s Eve, and we had been told 
that the holiday was “bigger than 
Christmas in America.” My imag-
ination ran wild with visions of 
fireworks displays, parades and 
lanterns strung on every available 
space. 

It became apparent quite quick-
ly, however, that Shanghai is not 
the place to be for the biggest hol-
iday of the year. Dinner, though it 
featured incredible sizzling meats 
and vegetables, was a sober, toned 
down affair. It was made strange 
and disquieting by the fact that we 
were one of the very few tables at 
the restaurant. 

Our host, Adam, was very gra-
cious and kind, but even he ad-
mitted that he would have liked 
to have gone home to his family, 
but they were impossibly far away. 
Dancing afterward was a slightly 
more festive experience, but only 
because it was at an “expat” bar, 
where westerners comingled with 
each other, and scarcely a single 
local was to be found. The streets 
of Yiu Garden, where merely days 
ago we could barely move through 
the shoulder to shoulder crowds, 
stood hauntingly empty.

Adam explained that the issue 
was that Shanghai is a place where 
people have come to make money. 
Chinese New Year is a time when 
you leave Shanghai to be with fam-
ily. A striking majority of those 
living and working in the city are 
transplants; during the holiday, 
they return to provincial family 
homes, often in the less wealthy 
and less developed western half of 
the country. 

The “Chul Yun,” as the New Year 

mass vacation is called, may have 
given my friends and I a more 
subdued experience than what I 
was expecting. But it was highly 
telling of what changes China has 
recently gone through. The large 
majority of those traveling home 
from the city are young people. 
This means that, while the parents 
of those young people still face the 
stark income inequality of a devel-
oping country, the vast distances 
and sacrifices made by their chil-
dren to have access to opportunity 
and resources may soon prove an 
equalizing factor. 

The younger generations of 
China seem more determined 
than ever to tap into the riches of 
their rapidly globalizing economy. 
Living in cramped apartments 
in smog-filled cities, seeing their 
families only once a year, the mea-
sures they are taking to achieve 
that access are truly noteworthy. 
When I mentioned to Adam that 
I liked to go dancing to relieve 
stress, he laughed and said, “most 
people here are too busy to relieve 
stress.”

Our night ended on a success-
ful note, with a cheery toast to the 
Year of the Rooster on the roof of 
the expat bar. Our view across the 
Huangpu River was the brilliant 
skyline of the Bund, Shanghai’s 
famously iconic cityscape. I had 
mastered the Chinese phrase for 
“Happy New Year!” (Xin Nian 
Kuai Le) and was wishing it to 
anyone who would listen. 

China has made monumen-
tal progress in its growth from 
its famine-inducing years of the 
Cultural Revolution. But much of 
that progress has remained stuck 
firmly on the coast, with wealth 
being concentrated almost entire-
ly in three major cities. Hopefully, 
the empty streets of my mediocre 
New Year’s experience means that 
it won’t remain that way for long. 

OPINION 12
The Jambar Column Editorial

BY JILLIAN SMITH

The Year of 
the Rooster

On Monday, Youngstown State University 
President Jim Tressel released a statement con-
cerning international faculty, staff and students 
after President Donald Trump’s immigration-re-
lated executive order. 

President Tressel may be a little late in reas-
suring YSU’s international population — Kent 
State University President Beverly Warren re-
leased a similar statement on Sunday — but it is 
still vital that he spoke out.

First, YSU just expanded its international 
studies program. In November, the university 
partnered with around a dozen Asian universi-
ties to expand the current international studies 
program, which recruits students from places in 
the Middle East, parts of Europe, Asia and Aus-
tralia. 

There also have been expansions and chang-
es in the location and size of the international 
activities and programs to better accommodate 
foreign students and staff, which have no doubt 
taken time and money to enhance. 

Second, the university benefits from inviting 
international students to attend class here. 

YSU is a primarily commuter college, with a 
majority of students and staff living within an 
hour of university property. Some of these areas 
are considered more rural and do not have ac-
curate representation when it comes to different 

cultures. 
Students at YSU learn not only from their in-

structors and books, but also from each other. 
Having Penguins from all over the world expos-
es students to different cultures outside of their 
own — something that grows more important by 
the day.

The time and money invested in the interna-
tional studies program are one thing, but in all 
honesty, if President Tressel didn’t speak out 
concerning the program and the seven students 
from YSU that are from said ‘banned’ countries, 
seven Youngstown State Penguins would be ex-
cluded and left behind. 

Finally, and most importantly, to turn one’s 
back on said international students would be a 
disgrace to everything our university has strived 
to stand for — acceptance, unity and community 
through education.

As soon as a potential student agrees to attend 
our university, they are one of us, regardless of 
place of birth, ethnicity, religion, gender or sex-
ual orientation. 

The university can and should fight for in-
ternational students’ right to be here. YSU wel-
comes and supports each and every student to 
its campus.

In Defense of 
International 

Students  



There’s a significant contest this week-
end in Houston, and there’s a significant 
chance that you might have heard about 
it in recent days.

No, ladies and gentlemen, I’m not 
talking about Dennis Bermudez vs. “The 
Korean Zombie” Chan Sung Jung in the 
main event featherweight fight at UFC 
Fight Night Houston on Saturday night.

I’m talking about an event that’s domi-
nated the sports newscasts the last week. 
Seriously, you probably have been able 
to turn on TV and see reports about it.

The likes of “NFL Total Access,” “FOX 
Sports Live” and “The Jim Rome Show,” 
along with other sports programs on TV 
and radio, have all been in Houston this 
week to cover this event.

On Sunday night at just past 6:40 p.m. 
EST, the AFC Champion New England 
Patriots will battle the NFC Champion 
Atlanta Falcons for the right to be named 
champion of the NFL. Both squads are in 
the top 5 of the league in scoring offense.

Man alive, what a showdown this is go-
ing to be. Let’s start to break this down 
by talking about the Falcons.

This year, Atlanta began the season by 
winning six of its first 10 games, high-
lighted by a 4-1 stretch in the first five 
games of the season. In addition, the Fal-

cons have had their opening drive end in 
a touchdown in each of their last eight 
games, dating back to Nov. 27 against 
the Arizona Cardinals.

The Falcons have been led by quar-
terback Matt Ryan, who has thrown for 
44 touchdowns this year, including the 
playoffs, along with wide receiver Julio 
Jones. 

I think if Jones and Ryan each have 
career games this Sunday, the Falcons 
have a good shot coming away with the 
win, but don’t forget about running back 
Devonta Freeman, who has scored two 
punt return touchdowns this year in ad-
dition to his 11 touchdown runs. 

Although Freeman’s been quiet in the 
playoffs, only rushing for 87 yards the 
last two games, if he can make New En-
gland’s tacklers miss, he’ll find the end 
zone with ease. Atlanta is the NFL’s top 
scoring offense.

On defense, the Falcons are anchored 
by linebackers Vic Beasley and Deion 
Jones. They’ve been stalwarts all year, 
with Beasley leading the NFL in sacks 
and Jones leading the league in inter-
ception return yardage while tied for the 
lead in pick-6s.

But in the other corner stands Tom 
Brady, Bill Belichick and the 4-time Su-
per Bowl Champion Patriots, looking to 
win the belt for a fifth time. 

Brady has again been the catalyst for 
the #3 scoring offense, throwing for 33 
touchdowns this year, including the 
playoffs, but he’s been without tight end 

Rob Gronkowski since early December 
after he was placed on injured reserve.

Julian Edelman and Danny Amendo-
la have filled in ably in Gronk’s absence. 
Edelman’s caught 121 passes this year, 
including the playoffs, for 1,361 yards 
and four touchdowns all told. 

Amendola only caught 27 passes this 
year, including postseason, for 255 yards 
and four touchdowns. All four of Amen-
dola’s TD receptions were made prior to 
Thanksgiving Day.

Don’t forget about New England’s de-
fensive players like cornerback Malcolm 
Butler, who had four interceptions this 
season, two of them in the Christmas Eve 
game vs. the New York Jets. If the Patri-
ots can pressure Ryan on Sunday, Butler 
might just pick off another pass or two.

I personally think it’ll be a close game 
this Sunday night. It may go down to the 
wire. I like Atlanta in a 38-35 classic.

I thought it might be fun to run a sim-
ulation of the game using my copy of 
“Madden NFL 17” and see what the com-
puter spit out. 

Here’s what came up:  My simulation 
produced a 10-3 New England win. One 
would think that my sim also had Tom 
Brady as MVP, but that wasn’t the case. 

With three tackles and two sacks in the 
contest, my simulation had Dont’a High-
tower as MVP.

Three days remain until the game. 
Enjoy it this Sunday, and if you’re going 
to a watch party, please don’t drink and 
drive.

OPINION 13
JAMBAR POLICY

Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, 
The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate 
Press honors. The Jambar is published weekly 
during the fall and spring semesters and weekly 
during the first summer session. Mail subscrip-
tions are $25 per academic year. The first copy 
of The Jambar is free. Additional copies of The 
Jambar are $1 each. 

The Jambar encourages letters to the edi-
tor. Submissions are welcome at thejambar@
gmail.com or by following the “Submit a Letter” 
link on thejambar.com. Letters should concern 
campus issues, must be typed and must not ex-
ceed 500 words. Submissions must include the 
writer’s name and telephone number for verifi-
cation, along with the writer’s city of residence 
for printing. The Jambar does not withhold the 
names of guest commentators. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. 
Letters will not be rejected based on the views 
expressed in them. The editorial board reserves 
the right to reject commentaries and letters if 
they are not relevant to our readers, seek free 
publicity, fail to defend opinion with facts from 
reliable sources or if the editorial staff decides 
that the subject has been sufficiently aired. The 
editorial board will request a rewrite from the 
submitting writer based on these requirements. 
The Jambar will not print letters that are libel-
ous, threatening, obscene or indecent. The views 
and opinions expressed in letters and commen-
taries on the opinion page do not necessarily re-
flect those of The Jambar staff. Editorials do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the faculty, 
staff or administration of YSU.

YOUR SIDE POLICY

OUR SIDE POLICY
The  editorial board that writes our editorials 

consists of the editor-in-chief, the managing ed-
itor, the copy editor and the news editor. These 
opinion pieces are written separately from news 
articles. They draw on the opinions of the entire 
writing staff and do not reflect the opinions of any 
individual staff member. The Jambar’s business 
manager and non-writing staff do not contribute 
to editorials, and the adviser does not have final  
approval.
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BY ANDREW ZUHOSKY

The Press Box Perspective: 
This is Some Showdown



With the Youngstown State University 
football team coming off a championship 
run, it looked to improve their roster with 
a big recruiting class for 2017. 

With a class of 19 recruits including 
the Junior College and college transfers, 
one of those transfers was Ursuline High 
School graduate Chris Durkin. He previ-
ously played quarterback at Virginia Tech 
and will be moving to tight end at YSU. 
That’s just one of many players from the 
area that YSU signed.

YSU signed nine players from Ohio 
highlighted by running back Christian 
Turner from Cincinnati La Salle High 
School and linebacker Ray Anderson from 
Cardinal Mooney High School. Anderson 
just recently de-committed from the Na-
val Academy. 

“I’m excited about this signing class,” 
YSU head coach Bo Pelini said. “It’s a 

good group and our guys worked hard on 
this. The players worked hard on the offi-
cial visits. It was team effort.”

Over the border in Pennsylvania, YSU 
signed three players with running back 
Braxton Chapman and 3-star defensive 
end Antoine Cook as the biggest signees. 

“We wanted to give a good representa-
tion of local kids this year,” Pelini said. 
“It’s a good representation of this area 
and a majority of our kids are local. Way 
back when Coach Tressel used to talk 
about the ‘State of Youngstown’ and that’s 
what we’ve done now.”

This season everything comes on quick 
for YSU as Spring practices begin on 
February 27 with three practices occur-
ring before Spring Break and then they 
will have three practices for four straight 
weeks after that. YSU plays its annual Red 
and White game early this year on April 7. 

“We gave our guys some time off due 
to the length of the season,” Pelini said. 
“Soon it will be back to the usual grind.” 
Pelini said that some of the local guys like 
Anderson and Warren JFK High School’s 

Jacob Coates bring so much to the pro-
gram in terms of abilities and attitude. 

YSU also picked up two running backs 
to fill the voids left by senior running 
backs Jody Webb and Martin Ruiz. 

Pelini said both Chapman and Turner 
are expected to fit in nicely as they fill the 
voids left by those few players.

“Chapman from Farrell and Turner 
from Cincinnati La Salle were guys we 
targeted from the beginning,” Pelini said. 
“We were able to get both so we feel really 
good about that position.” 

On the defensive side of the ball, YSU 
expanded their reach grabbing kids from 
the states of Minnesota, South Carolina, 
and Georgia. 

“We will see but I like the group com-
ing back on defense,” Pelini said about the 
impact young guys can make next season. 
“We have experience coming back though 
and we have real playmakers. We did lose 
a couple guys in the secondary.”

Pelini also said that the experience 
some of the younger guys got late in the 
year will do them well this upcoming  

season. 
“That’s the way we kind of looked at 

building depth on our team,” he said. “We 
are going to create competition and that’s 
what we’ve done. The guys that are on 
guys, we’ve been able to work with them 
a little bit.”

Pelini said that once you get through 
spring practice and you get into fall train-
ing camp, he said anything is possible 
with the guys, young or old. 

The 2016 class was the smallest Pelini 
had with 11 players but he did get 30 guys 
for the 2015 season. This class falls right 
in the middle with around 20 players. 

Pelini said that making a championship 
run made a huge impact on how they were 
able to recruit. He said that when they 
have good things going on, players notice.

“It really shortens your window to re-
cruit,” Pelini said about making a long 
playoff run. “We’ve would’ve got clos-
er to our scholarship limit had we had 
more time. I hope we are in this situation  
every year.”
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BY MARC WEEMS

Bo Pelini, head coach of the Youngstown State University football team, stands at the podium in the Stambaugh Stadium press conference room as he addresses the 
media on Wednesday.
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‘The State of Youngstown’ 
YSU Relevant in Local Recruiting Again
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Jorden Kaufman (32) cuts to the basket as Alec Peters (25) defends him with Cameron Morse (24) looking to get him the ball against Valparaiso University on Jan. 12. 

With the Youngstown State University 
men’s basketball team (10-13, 4-6 Hori-
zon League) coming off a good win against 
Cleveland State University (6-16, 2-8 HL), 
YSU will look to beat both teams from 
Michigan.

The Penguins play Oakland University 
(16-7, 6-4 HL) on Feb. 2 and will look to 
continue their good play of late. YSU has 
played in three consecutive close games, 
including a huge win over the University 
of Wisconsin- Green Bay back on Jan. 20.

YSU head coach Jerry Slocum said the 
fundamental parts of the game are where 
YSU is starting to take a big step towards 
winning multiple games in a row.

“The Green Bay game, the [University of 
Wisconsin Milwaukee and the Cleveland 
State game were all games we played well 
defensively,” Slocum said. “I thought that 
we’ve done a really good job on the glass 
and denying the basketball. I think we 

could be better at times. Oakland serves 
a problem for us because they play closer 
to the basket than anyone in the league.”

Oakland outscores opponents by nearly 
eight points a game, but has lost four out 
of their last six games. Oakland won their 
last game against Milwaukee in overtime. 
They average the second most points per 
game (77.8) in the conference behind 
Green Bay, who averages 80.4 points per 
game.

Slocum said that Oakland plays as close 
to the basket as anyone in the league. 
Oakland has the second-worst 3-point 
percentage in the conference at 31.1 per-
cent. Despite their poor 3-point shooting, 
they still average 44.3 percent shooting 
overall per game. 

Defensively they also stay close to the 
hoop as they are first in the conference 
with 5.3 blocks per game.

“We’ve tried to step our game up de-
fensively,” YSU guard Francisco Santiago 
said. “We’ve had to rely on our defense 
more. Early in the game, our shots aren’t 

always going to fall and if we can control 
that then we can stay in games.”

Santiago said that for the most part they 
have played better defense as each game 
comes and goes.

For YSU offensively, they are the third-
best scoring team in the league at 77.3 
points per game while shooting 44 per-
cent from the field. They also shoot 33 
percent from the 3-point line. 

“A couple times we took quick shots 
when we didn’t need to,” Santiago said 
about late game situations. “We just don’t 
need that. When they go in, everything is 
okay, but they normally don’t.”

Santiago said small things like that are 
what need to be controlled in order to win 
close games.

Santiago has been YSU’s best leader — 
he is first in the league with five assists 
per game and has a 2.1 assist-to-turnover 
ratio, which is also first in the league. He 
also averages 5.4 rebounds per game and 
12 points per game while shooting 47  
percent. 

“[Santiago]’s got the best assist-to-turn-
over ratio in the league,” Slocum said. 
“That’s going to be big in the Detroit game 
because they force to turn the ball over a 
lot during a game.”

Oakland’s leading scorer, Martez Walk-
er, is the fourth-best in the league at 16.7 
points per game. They have three players 
who average double digit points.

“I think for me, today’s practice is really 
important,” Slocum said. “If you prepare 
well and you play well then the results will 
be there.”

YSU’s other matchup this week is 
against the University of Detroit-Mercy 
(5-17, 3-7 HL) who beat YSU in their first 
meeting 87-71. Detroit’s Jaleel Hogan, 
who averages 15 points per game, holds 
the best field goal percentage in the league 
at 61 percent. He’s also the fifth-best in 
the league at 1.19 blocks per game. 

YSU plays Oakland on Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. 
and then plays Detroit on Feb. 4 at 7 p.m. 
as well. Both games finish up a three-
game home stand for YSU.

Tough Stretch Coming:
YSU Looking to Finish a Strong Homestand

BY MARC WEEMS
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The Youngstown State University women’s basketball 
team (7-14, 3-7 Horizon League) is set to finish the sec-
ond half of the Horizon League season with four straight 
road games, followed by four straight at home. Games 
away from home haven’t been kind to the Penguins, who 
are 0-9 in true road games this year.

YSU’s first test is at Valparaiso University (5-16, 0-10 
HL) who gave them a tough test at home with a 76-70 
victory.

 “We’ve been doing everything we can to win at home 
and on the road,” YSU head coach John Barnes said. 
“Obviously road games are tougher to win. With Valpo 
and UIC — our next two games — we’re going to focus on 
Valpo and do everything we can to get that one and see 
where it goes from there.”

For Valpo, they will be looking to snap a 12-game los-
ing streak dating back to Dec. 10.

Injuries have plagued the Penguins from the beginning 
of the season. Mary Dunn, potential Horizon League 
freshman of the year, missed the game against Universi-

ty of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and senior Jenna Hirsch was 
limited to just 16 minutes. Barnes said that the status of 
both athletes is changing day-to-day.

“I’m still very unsure on the status of both of them,” 
Barnes said. “Mary had 18 points against Valpo, so obvi-
ously she is very important for that game. Jenna is day-
to-day; she is struggling with a bad back. We will see how 
she is later in the week.” 

YSU guard Melinda Trimmer is someone who has seen 
more playing time due to her teammate’s recent injuries. 
With 21 minutes in the game against Milwaukee, Trim-
mer is trying to take advantage of her opportunities.

“No matter what, I’m going to try to do the best I can 
every time I go out there,” Trimmer said. “It’s really un-
fortunate what has happened with a few of our team-
mates. If they are there or not, I’m going to go out there 
and do the best I can and make the most of my opportu-
nities.”

Trimmer said that the younger players like herself are 
trying to put in the same amount of effort during practice 
in spite of all the injuries to the team.

“It [practice] is a lot of learning, but overall it is the 
same,” Trimmer said. “We are just trying to keep the 
intensity high no matter what. It’s nice to have the girls 
who are injured out there talking to us younger girls and 

helping us throughout the way.”
Trimmer also said that these injuries have changed the 

team dynamic, since most of the leaders are on the bench 
talking instead of being on the court.

 Although YSU beat Valpo in their last meeting, guard 
Meredith Hamlet managed a career-high 29 points along 
with her first career double-double. Barnes explained 
that defense has been the Penguins’ weakness and is 
something that will need to be improved to beat Valpara-
iso a second time.

“We are trying to get stops anytime,” Barnes said. 
“We’ve really struggled holding teams down. We’re defi-
nitely undersized with everyone out, so the rebounding 
has been a struggle. Valpo is going to be really hungry 
to get a win. Hamlet had a career game against us and 
[Dani] Franklin played solid. She is one of the better 
power forwards in the league. Amber Lindfors is 6-foot-
4 in the post and depending on whether Mary is here or 
not, that will be a challenge too.”

Valparaiso’s Franklin leads the Horizon League in av-
erage scoring (18.4 points per game) while Lindfors leads 
the league in blocked shots with 42 on the year. 

The Penguins will face Valparaiso Feb. 2 at 8 p.m. and 
the University of Illinois-Chicago on Feb. 4 at 4 p.m.

Morgan Olson (25) boxes out Alli Ball (1) in a win against the University of Akron on Dec. 6, 2016. 

BY RICK HENNEMAN

Road Warriors: YSU Women Brace for 
Four Straight Away Games
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