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Students Propose
Renovation for Meshel Hall

BY JENNIFER RODRIGUEZ

Students from the Department
of Computer Science and Infor-
mation Systems have created a
proposal that outlines how they
could secure funding for Meshel
Hall renovations, which will be
discussed with the dean of Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering,
and Math and the provost.

Meshel Hall was designated
for CSIS, but last fall they began
to house communications and
journalism classes in the build-

A computer science studerrt uses eye tracker in the Empirical Srudres Lab in l\/leshel Hall.

ing as well.

This has caused an issue of
space, said Samuel Pugh, a com-
puter science student.

“They’re trying to take the
whole first floor from us and con-
vert it to another department,”
he said. “We have work stations
down there where we take apart
computers and we really need
that work space.”

Although there are three com-
puter labs in the building, Pugh
said that not all computer labs
are the same. They each contain
different software and different

programs.

Kriss Schueller, the acting
chair of CSIS, agreed the loss of
space has caused problems for
the department.

“We are looking at losing
something like 38 percent of our
computer lab space, 60 percent
of the classroom space and we’re
down 28 percent of our facul-
ty over the past six years,” said
Schueller.

Daniel Day, a computer sci-
ence major, came up with a ren-
ovation idea which will expand
Meshel Hall and plans to pro-
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pose it to Youngstown State Uni-
versity.

“We've decided to take things
in a new direction,” said Day.
“We want to propose a plan for
funding this building and to get a
total renovation.”

Pugh feels the administra-
tion will be a lot more receptive
of this idea, since the plan is to
bring in funding from outside
sources.

“We can maintain our size
while maintaining our full capa-
bilities as well, and essentially
funding ourselves,” said Pugh.

Day scheduled a meeting with
Dr. Wim Steelant, the dean of
STEM, where he will bring for-
ward his renovation plan. If
all goes well, he plans to take
the proposal to Provost Martin
Abraham.

Abraham is aware of the space
concern in Meshel Hall and said
the university is committed to
expanding their space as the
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From left to right. Keith Lepak, Kristine Blair and Ann Jaronski.

BY SAMANTHA PHILLIPS

The Student Government Association hosted a panel
discussion that addressed some of the concerns peo-
ple have after the first few weeks of President Donald
Trump’s presidency on Feb. 2.

About 25 students and faculty members attended. The
speakers were Keith Lepak, a politics and international
relations professor at Youngstown State University; Kris-
tine Blair, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Scienc-
es and Ann Jaronski, the director of Student Counseling.

Eddie Howard, associate vice president of Student Ex-
perience, moderated the event. Gabriella Gessler, pres-
ident of SGA, kicked off the discussion by assuring the
crowd that the university wants to maintain global per-
spectives in light of the immigration ban and encouraged
the participants to reject marginalization.

Lepak said American society has become increasingly
vulgar, which is why it accepted a presidential candidate
that talked about fondling women.

“[Trump] is the epitome of where American society
and culture is at the moment,” he said.

The rise of social media and the internet has engaged
young people in politics, but with so many sources avail-

able it can be hard to discern real facts from something
that’s fabricated, Lepak said. He advised the audience to
read news from various news outlets and to listen to peo-
ple who have opposing ideas.

Blair agreed that social media has made citizens more
engaged, but leaders and citizens should be responsible
and accountable for how they speak online and in real
life. She said she is impressed by the civic engagement
demonstrated by YSU students and faculty.

“We prove daily that social justice rises above partisan
politics, as it should,” she said. “Yet in the cultural and
ideological divide that has escalated [since the election],
we find ourselves divided by a war of words.”

Words can lead to division and violence when they sig-
nify hate, fear mongering and denial of civil rights, Blair
said.

“One person’s locker room talk is another person’s mi-
sogyny,” she said. “Our words have consequences — our
words matter.”

Blair said it’s important for people to have productive
conversations about their differences instead of agreeing
to disagree or staying silent. She said citizens should ac-
tively listen, think critically and defend the value of the
liberal arts.

Jaronski said there has been divisiveness since the

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA PHILLIPS / THE JAMBAR

election, and intolerance of differing opinions and ide-
ologies.

Making a positive change begins with people under-
standing their own values but also actively listening to
the values of others, she said.

“We listen to reply, to respond,” she said. “We don'’t
listen to understand. One of the things that’s important
is to learn how to listen to understand ... learn to pause”

Having a conversation about differing ideas can be
hard, Jaronski said, but civil discourse begins with inqui-
ry, listening, problem-solving and acknowledging anoth-
er person’s perspectives. She said people learn by having
their ideas challenged.

Gessler said SGA wants to make students feel secure
in their beliefs and asked the panelists what advice they
could give to students who are called names when they
are trying to advocate for things they care about.

“Don’t be intimidated by what they call you. Know your
values,” he said. “Don’t let yourself be labelled a whiner.”

Blair advised the audience to resist the labels that are
given to some college students, such as snowflake.

“Don’t shy away from discussions,” she said.

Howard reminded the audience that leaders like Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. have risen from the same kind of con-
flicts that the U.S is going through.
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BY JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR
JOHN STRAN

Pastor Ron Starcher, the di-
rector of church relations at the
Rescue Mission of Mahoning
Valley in Youngstown, said he
bases his efforts at the mission
off of one quote:

“We don’t look to put people in
new clothes, we look to put new
people in clothes”

But as the mission’s building
on Martin Luther King Jr. Boule-
vard deteriorates, so do their at-
tempts to better the lives of those
in need.

Once a segregated YMCA for
African Americans, the building
still holds remanences from its
previous hardwood floors where
beds are spread and tiled walls
that resemble a swimming pool
area are now lining the halls of a
dining area.

Even if it does visually appear
to be a step up from sleeping
out in the cold, the mission does
have some pitfalls, the biggest
one being its size. For example,
women who come to the mission
alone have to stay in a separate
area from men.

Sixty-four women share an
area with a single bathroom and
two showers.

The mission has been granted
17.5 acres of land to build a new
building on Belleview Avenue,
an area that once held a park
and pool for Youngstown’s south
side.

Though they have the land,
the mission does not yet have
enough money to start building.

Lynn Wyant, the Rescue Mis-
sion’s director of development,

said that so far the mission has
raised $500,000 in pledges and
expect to raise another $3 mil-
lion from those who verbally
committed to pledging, but have
yet to donate. The project total is
expected to be $9.5 million.

The average overnight stay
in 2008 was around 60 people.
2016’s average overnight stay
came in at about 120 people.
The reason for the increase is
unknown to Starcher, especially
considering how the mission is
run.

“We base how we run the mis-
sion off a book called Toxic Char-
ity,” Starcher said. “It’s this idea
that people may be homeless
due to reasons outside of their
control, but the reason they stay
homeless is because of [forces
outside of their control].”

If one is staying at the mission,
it is mandatory to attend bible
classes and a learning academy,
which holds a separate series
of classes that help those at the
mission when going out into the
workforce.

Madison Goske, a 2015 YSU
graduate, began as an intern for
the mission in May 2015. Al-
though Goeske said she original-
ly didn’t want to continue work-
ing at the mission, she found her
purpose there after partaking in
some of the bible classes.

“After interning here for nine
months, I didn’t think that I re-
ally wanted to work here,” Goske
said. “But after turning my life to
God, I knew that this is where I
wanted to be.”

Pastor Starcher’s 12 years at
the mission have also been fu-
eled by something outside of his

Rescuing
the Mission BEEGITITES

own control.

“My own daughter struggles
with heroin addiction. She her-
self has spent time here at the
Rescue Mission,” Starcher said.
“It got to the point that I had to
take her children off of her and
raise them.”

The mission serves around 181
meals per day, giving an idea as
to how many people come and
go. Even though faces change
substantially, Starcher remem-
bered one man in particular.

“He told me that every time he
used to drive past the mission, he
would speed up because he hated
looking at it so much,” Starcher
said.

He was speaking about a Joe
Spera, a former psychology pro-
fessor at Youngstown State Uni-
versity.

Spera eventually found him-
self staying at the mission after
struggling with an alcohol addic-
tion and losing his family.

He became committed to get-
ting clean and eventually fin-
ished the program created by the
mission. Though he never went
back to teaching, Spera did do
some work as a ghost writer.

The alcohol addiction took its
toll on Spera even after he had
quit, and on Dec. 11, 2016, Spera
passed away at the age of 69.

“You just never know; some-
one from Poland or Canfield
could be a check away,” said Jim
Echement, the executive director
of the Rescue Mission.

The mission hopes to continue
trying to reshape people’s lives,
but only in a new building. The
goal is to break ground some-
time in the spring.

suck?

If you can do better,
PROVEIT.

thejambar@gmail.com
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Staying Alert

UFOs:

-act or

BY JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR
TANNER MONDOK

Stories of UFOs have been around for thou-
sands of years leading to endless debates about
their legitimacy.

Dr. Matt O’Mansky, associate professor and
chair of the Department of Sociology, Anthropol-
ogy and Gerontology at Youngstown State Uni-
versity, said he believes that there is life in the
universe other than us, but doesn’t believe that
extraterrestrial life has ever visited Earth.

“There is life out there somewhere. Whether
or not it’s intelligent life is a whole other story,”
O’Mansky said. “Even if it is intelligent and they
have the technology to travel through space and
fly here ... I find that pretty much absurd.”

When it comes to reported sightings of UFOs,
O’Mansky believes that there is always some oth-
er explanation for what the person just saw.

“TI myself tend to go to a more logical expla-
nation,” he said. “It could be an optical illusion
from some kind of atmospheric effect, it might be
something government ... I think all these things
are more plausible than something from outer
space coming here to visit us.”

Dr. Patrick Durrell, associate professor of as-
tronomy at YSU and Ward Beecher Planetarium
director, said that is there is no good evidence
that suggests alien life has visited Earth.

“When someone says that they've seen some-
thing in the sky and they don’t know what it is, by
definition that is an unidentified flying object. So
there’s nothing wrong with that, but then people
go out on a limb saying there must be aliens visit-
ing us,” he said. “There is zero, underline, under-
score, boldface evidence that aliens are visiting
us or that aliens are among us.”

In regards to UFO sightings, Durrell said that
there is always a more natural explanation.

“If people see a funny light changing colors
near the horizon then Venus causes a lot of sight-
ings,” Durrell said. “Because part of it is, if you
see something in the sky and you don’t know
what it is, not everybody knows the night sky as
well as my students who took Astronomy 1504
do. Yeah,it’s going to look weird.”

Durrell said that aliens have definitely not vis-
ited Earth but also said that doesn’t mean there
isn’t life elsewhere in the universe.

“One of the reasons we look for planets around
other stars is that we're looking for planets like
the Earth. Scientists are actively looking for plan-
ets that could have the possibility of hosting life,”

-iction’”

Durrell said. “There may well be alien life out
there. I would kind of find it strange if we were
the only ones.”

There are also people who believe in UFOs and
claim to have had sightings of their own. Chris
Parsons, Community Outreach coordinator and
member of the Board of Directors for the Mutual
UFO Network of Ohio, has devoted most of his
life to studying UFOs because of a UFO sighting
he experienced when he was 10 years old in his
hometown of Ironton, Ohio.

“I remember riding my bike and for no particu-
lar reason I had this compulsion to look up in the
sky and there it was ...” he said. “This beautiful,
shiny, silver metallic disk hovering in the clouds
and it’s motionless and it’s silent.”

Once Parsons started to really look at the ob-
ject he started to go through what he now calls
his laundry list.

“My laundry list was ‘well that’s not a balloon,
that’s not an airplane, that’s not a helicopter
that’s not anything I've ever seen before,” Par-
sons said. “It slowly but surely rose up into the
clouds, the clouds covered it and it was gone.”

Parsons said that he knows of many sightings
that have occurred in this area of Ohio. One of the
most popular in northeast Ohio is a UFO sighting
which involved law enforcement officials follow-
ing a craft from county to county until it eventu-
ally ended up in Pennsylvania.

Another popular sighting from this area in-
volved a helicopter following a UFO while flying
from Columbus to Cleveland.

When it comes to people who don’t believe in
UFOs, Parsons said that he feels he could per-
suade them if given the chance because most
people aren’t aware of the amount of credible in-
formation on the topic.

“I'm willing to lay down money that if a per-
son gave me hours or a couple of days to walk
them through what I consider to be the evidence,
if somebody would give me the chance to show
them why I believe it to be true, that I could per-
suade them,” he said. “I could show them things
that they’ve never seen before.”

Scientific minded people such as Durrell most
likely won’t be persuaded by Parsons to believe
in UFOs but this controversial topic definitely
isn’t going away anytime soon. UFO experts and
scientists will not stop the debates until the day
comes where there is proof of extraterrestrial life
or evidence that aliens have visited Earth.

For more information on UFO sightings in the
area, visit the MUFON of Ohio website at mu-
fonohio.com.

on Campus

BY RALEIGH BASINGER

Youngstown State University
changed their emergency alert
system from YSU Alert to Pen-
guinAlert, a system through Rave
Mobile Safety to improve student
safety on campus.

Rave Mobile Safety is a safe-
ty software company that covers
about 1,400 higher education fa-
cilities. Ron Cole, YSU public in-
formation officer, said the change
increases the reliability and the
effectiveness of the system.

“We were able to find another
provider that is used in universi-
ties across the nation, including
Ohio State,” Cole said.

PenguinAlert allows the YSU
police department to communi-
cate with people quickly in the
event of an emergency on campus
through email and text message,
he said.

Shawn Varso, YSU interim po-
lice chief, said the new system is a
large improvement.

“YSU Alert would take upwards
to about 20 to 30 minutes for all
of the messages to go out,” Varso
said. “With Rave, the messages go
out much faster.”

The old system had other safe-
ty concerns that are now recog-
nized, Varso said.

“The old system had repeated
system outages and we found out
that with the outages, we can’t get
our messages out,” Varso said.
“Anything that gets individual
messages out improves on safe-
ty.”

All students are automatical-
ly signed up with PenguinAlert
through their YSU email. In or-
der to receive text messages, they
must go to www.ysu.edu/pen-
guin-alert and sign up with their
cell phone. Cole encourages all

students to do so.

“If there is an emergency on
campus ... the most direct way [to
communicate] with you individu-
ally is by the way of a text mes-
sage,” Cole said.

Anonymous reports can be
made by calling 844-208-1697
or visiting www.ysu.ethicspoint.
com. Shannon Tirone, assistant
vice president of University Rela-
tions, said it is important for stu-
dents and faculty to report issues
if they arise.

“If you see something that is
happening on campus that ei-
ther draws your attention or you
think is out of the ordinary, [or]
you want to make sure attention
is given to something, then you
should call,” Tirone said.

Cole said they are trying to
spread the word of PenguinAlert
as much as possible.

“We tried to publicize as much
as we can at our orientation ses-
sions,” Cole said. “We have had
some signage, and we have had
some emails going out on campus
to remind students to go and sign
up for this.”

Currently not many students
have signed up for the new sys-
tem through their cell phones,
Varso said.

“We were planning on doing
some advertisement in the fu-
ture to get people to sign up for
it,” Varso said. “... along with
marketing and communications
to increase the number of people
who are signing up for the text
messages.”

PenguinAlert has the same fea-
tures as YSU Alert, but there are
potential features that are being
considered, Cole said.

“We are looking at social media
and some other possible commu-
nication avenues, but we haven’t
launched those yet,” Cole said.
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YSU Against DeVos:

A Protest for Public Education

BY DANIELLE GARNER

Participantsinthe Youngstown
State University’s Rally Against
DeVos gathered Jan. 31 at the
Beeghly Hall of Education to
share their disapproval with
President Donald Trump’s secre-
tary of education then-nominee,
Betsy DeVos.

Chris Anderson, a graduate
student at Youngstown State
University and president of the
Mahoning County Young Dem-
ocrats, said DeVos was unfit to
be the secretary of education be-
cause she has no public school
experience.

“[She] has never taught in a
public school, she’s never been a
public-school administrator and
that’s the person we're supposed
to trust to make sure that every
American child has the same op-
portunity I did,” Anderson said.

Anna Maria Jadue, a YSU se-
nior majoring in both music and
English education, said that the
public school system should ad-
dress underachieving students
and also students that excel.

“The way that she wants to im-
plement her ideas into the school
system would prevent especially
lower class, impoverished and
under achieving students [from

having the] opportunity for a
higher-level education of any
kind,” Jadue said.

Public schooling and federal
assistance helped students like
Anderson by giving them oppor-
tunities he said they wouldn’t
have had otherwise.

“T don’t think it’s exactly a
crazy notion to believe that ev-
ery American student no matter
their familial status, their eco-
nomic status or their social sta-
tus deserves to have that same
opportunity,” Anderson said.

Sarina Mauerman, a YSU stu-
dent majoring in early childhood
and special education, said that
she was at the rally to voice her
opinions on DeVos potentially
harming the Integrated Disabil-
ity Education and Awareness
Program (IDEA) program- de-
signed to help special education
students keep up with their
counterparts in the classroom.

“TI think that once we take
IDEA away from them and their

parents, [special education]
students don’t have accurate
representation...,”  Mauerman

said. “Students with disabilities
were actually put into segregat-
ed rooms and were not actually
taught, they were almost just
babysat and watched over.”

In addition to those concerned
about how DeVos might handle

K-12 students, many at the rally
were equally unnerved about her
take on, or absence of, higher ed-
ucation.

During her Senate hearing,
DeVos admitted that herself nor
her children have ever applied
for financial aid, something that
Anderson said is highly disturb-
ing.

“I can’t even tell you how
nominee DeVos can change the
higher education experience be-
cause much of her hearing was
focused on K-12,” Anderson said.
“... more than eighty percent of
all students need some form of
aid. Isn’t it important that we at
least have a secretary of educa-
tion who knows what the FAFSA
looks like?”

Marissa Gray, an undergradu-
ate student at YSU, said that she
attended the protest to defend
the need for Title IX, which pro-
vides counseling, protection and
legal infrastructure to students
affected by harassment, discrim-
ination and gender violence.

“If you need reproductive
health care or if you need abor-
tion or a screening... after an
assault the state is obligated to
provide those,” Gray said. “If you
need a rape kit after sexual as-
sault, it is free of charge to you.
You also get an accompaniment
to come to the hospital with you

as well as come to court with you
if there’s family issues or if the
assault was in the family.”

Gray explained Title IX ser-
vices make sure students affect-
ed by gender related offenses
can continue to receive educa-
tion and prevent conditions like
PTSD and physical health issues
from causing them to drop out.

“I know those rights are not
only imperative but they are life-
saving,” Gray said. “Pursuing an
education without those rights is
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impossible due to mental health
issues or triggers that occur in
the environment.”

Attendees of the Rally Against
DeVos made sure their voices
were heard not only locally, but
statewide by using their smart-
phones and mobile devices to
send video messages to Ohio
Senator Rob Portman.

Despite complaints nation-
wide, DeVos was appointed
as Secretary of Education on
Tuesday.

MESHEL
FRONT

Abraham said enrollment in the com-
puter science program has been declin-
ing over the past few years, but Pugh said
there is a reason for that.

“Our enrollment is technically down,
but our enrollment is down across cam-
pus,” said Pugh. “Personally I don’t feel
our enrollment is down enough to justi-
fy this massive downsizing as opposed to
other departments whose enrollment is
down even farther than ours is.”

Pugh said the number of freshmen

coming into the program has been on the
rise since 2010. Day said over the next 10
years the demand for programming and
computing related jobs could be as high
as 1.4 million.

Schueller said there are over 500 stu-
dents currently in the department and
over 1,000 students in the Creative Arts

and Communication’s department.

Day and Pugh both said the renovation
plan would not only be beneficial to the
students but to the university as a whole.

“We are trying to bring this together so
that it benefits not just us but the students
of the STEM department and the students
of the entire university,” said Pugh.



NEWS 7
Adjunct Faculty

Recognize

25 Years Since Last

Pay Raise

BY JORDAN UNGER

Part-time faculty at
Youngstown State University
gathered in Kilcawley Center Fri-
day evening to raise attention to
the fact that their last raise was
25 years ago.

James Zupanic, an adjunct
professor who retired from full-
time at YSU, organized the event.
Zupanic said he began arranging
meetings to address the issue in
2013 and there was a significant
response.

“At that point, [part-time fac-
ulty] hadn’t gotten in contact
by anyone who was trying to do
anything [about the issue],” he
said. “It was mainly the people
that had been teaching for a long
time [who] realized the situa-
tion.”

Zupanic said he wanted to
arrange something unique this
year. The theme of the event was
to emphasize how long 25 years
has been, making something
lighthearted out of a negative sit-
uation.

Attendees were treated to an
anniversary cake and games, as
well as informational posters
to compare grocery prices and
a timeline of YSU events within
the past 25 years.

Kathy Durrell, part-time phys-
ics professor, said the event
helped raise awareness for ad-
junct professors’ issues, particu-
larly when that is their only job.

“I think a lot of people who ar-
en’t part-time faculty don’t actu-
ally realize that we haven’t had a
raise in 25 years. That’s a really
long time,” Durrell said. “They
don’t realize that the part-time
faculty make next to nothing and
we are a large fraction of the fac-
ulty.”

Part-time faculty, varying from
short-term to long-term, attend-
ed the event. Zupanic said some
of the faculty members have
been teaching for more than 30
years, regardless of low wages.

“I think that many of them are
not doing it for the money to be-
gin with,” Zupanic said.

Tony Armeni, part-time art
professor, said he does not regret
the decision to become a part-
time faculty member.

“The whole gig of teaching and
interacting with young people
is a pretty cool thing,” Armeni
said. “Most people don’t get to
do that.”

The adjunct faculty have at-
tempted to improve the situation
without luck. Armeni said ad-
juncts met with the United Steel-
workers two years ago to form a
union, but the partnership never
lifted off of the ground.

“People were meeting and
talking, but [it] really never
gained much traction for a num-
ber of reasons,” Armeni said.
“People didn’t want to stick their
necks out and work contract la-
bor essentially ... We may come
back next semester, we may not.”

A part-time advisory com-

mittee was established by the
administration to work through
problems and solution for ad-
juncts. Durrell said the commit-
tee has been in discussion with
Provost Martin Abraham, who is
trying to get a raise through.

Student tuition and fees
have increased by 270 percent
over the past 25 years, Zupanic
said. He also said an additional
one-percent increase would fund
the part-time raises.

“The best situation would be
to have a decent raise and com-
petition with other universities,”
Zupanic said. “We can’t get out
of whack with what other places
are paying either, but I think an
amount that would be significant
[without] damaging the finances
of the university would be very
well appreciated.”

If a raise were to happen,
Zupanic said he would like to en-
courage other universities to do
the same.

“I'm going to make sure the
other universities know that [the
administration] did something
for the people here,” Zupanic
said.

Zupanic said he is thankful for
the people who have been sup-
portive and hopes to see events
such as these pay off in the fu-
ture.

“I just want to keep people
feeling like somebody is trying
to do something,” Zupanic said.
“There’s some support by chairs,
support by deans, but we'll see if
it goes anywhere.”
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New One

BY JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR
JOHN STRAN

George Case, the owner of
Geo’s Music, relocated his busi-
ness from above the Draught
House to West Boardman Street
last semester.

Case moved above the Draught
House after experiencing issues
with the roof. When offered the
space above the bar, he took
it and also offered to man the
kitchen.

During his time there, Case
found things that he didn’t like,
one being that it wasn’t handicap
accessible.

“There were customers who
didn’t want to go into an alcohol-
ic establishment,” Case said. “I
lost a lot of my gospel customers
and because it was on the second
floor, I lost a lot of my handi-
capped customers as well.”

Case was not resentful towards
the bar. He and Roxy Zoccoli,
manager of the Draught House,
both agreed that the whole idea
just wasn’t working out. As for
the empty space, Zoccoli said
they are still unsure of what will
become of it.

The September move put Case
back into his previous shop with
a new and improved roof. The
size of this building gives him
more room for records, CD’s,
jerseys and enough space to jam
with his band, Geo C and Tha
Storm.

The location downtown is
something that Case feels is of-
ten overlooked.

“The downside is that a lot of
people from YSU don’t realize
that it’s here,” Case said. “They
think that downtown ends with
Federal Street.”

An occasional worker and fre-
quent customer that goes by the
name L.A. said that he enjoys the
location.

“[1t’s] perfect, I love coming in
here because I learn something
new about music every time,”
L.A. said.

L.A. has been in and out of the
shop for about 15 years. Case
looks out for L.A. because he is
homeless, but L.A. looks after
the store and Case’s band by set-
ting up his equipment.

Case and his shop have been
downtown for twenty years. Born
in Painesville, Ohio, he took the
trip down to Youngstown to at-
tend college and play for the YSU
baseball team. His playing days
ended abruptly after an injury
left him unable to play.

He stuck around because he
knew that he wanted to open a
record shop here. He opened his
first shop at about 25 years-old
on West Federal Street where V2
is currently located.

“I spent every last little bit of
money that I had to open the
shop. I had to make it my tempo-
rary home and sleep in the back
where there was no electricity,”
Case said.

Since his opening, Case has
seen many businesses come
and go in the downtown area.
Witnessing this has given him
an idea as to how to resurge the
area.

“If downtown had more retail
businesses, then all the current
bars and restaurants down here
would not have to rely so heav-
ily on those at YSU,” Case said.
“It needs to become more fami-
ly oriented, as opposed to just a
place for nightlife.”

As far as Case is concerned, he
and Geo’s Music aren’t leaving
Youngstown any time soon.



" YSU Student Gets Lead Role

BY GABE GARCIA

Cast as the lead of Tracy Turn-
blad is freshman Halla Henry,
who is currently earning her
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musi-
cal Theater at Youngstown State
University.

“Our Acting I professor, Dr.
Chris Hill, was the one who told
us about it back in October,” said
Henry. “Hairspray is my life, and
I am beyond excited to be playing
Tracy! It’s a dream come true!”

Henry auditioned for her role
Jan. 28 and received a call back
Jan. 29. She said it was a pretty
fast process and she was sur-
prised to get a call back so early.

“It was really funny how they
conducted the auditions,” said
Henry. “Initially I just had to
read a few times, but then they
had all of the Tracy’s compete
against each other onstage indi-
vidually, singing the song ‘Good
Morning Baltimore’. The same
thing happened with all of the
girls that were auditioning for
the role of Penny, it was fun.”

Also in the musical is YSU
freshman AnnMarie Lowerre, a
Musical Theater major as well.
She will be playing the support-
ing female character, Penny

Pingleton.

“We play best friends in the
show, and we’re already best
friends in real life. It’s great!”
said Lowerre. “First, the direc-
tors called Halla and then my-
self, we were both in the same
room at the time. When they
called me to tell me I received
the part, I screamed with joy and
then replied casually over the
phone to appear cordial.”

Rehearsals shall begin at the
end of February, according to
Lowerre and Henry, and there
will be one a night for the next
eight weeks for at least three to
four hours.

“We do vocalization exercises
and jumping jacks, both during
rehearsals and the musical it-
self,” said Henry. “Sirens are
good for the soft palate, and
I always drink a ton of water,
and before rehearsals, I also
have this little trick of downing
straight black coffee to help get
me ready.”

Henry has also been involved
in other productions here in
Youngstown, such as A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum as well as No More
Peace.

“There are a lot of YSU stu-
dents and alumni that are in-

in Hairspray

volved in the musical as well,”
said Lowerre. “Our friend DJ Da-
vis is the assistant director and
also Jessica Hirsch who plays
Velma Von Tussle and is also the
assistant choreographer.”

“I'm excited to be working
with Halla Henry and AnnMarie
Lowerre, who my team and I cast
in their roles respectively,” said
Dr. Chris Austin Hill, assistant
professor of theater and dance
at YSU.

According to Hill, it was an
extremely competitive audition
process with more than 75 ac-
tors, singers, and dancers au-
ditioning for 35 roles. Of those
roles, eight current YSU students
had been cast.

“Both Halla and AnnMarie are
very talented,” said Hill. “Their
personalities shone during audi-
tions, and they’re very versatile,
but most importantly, they've
both proven themselves to be
rather fearless.”

Alongside Harris, Henry and
Lowerre are working on their
dance numbers for the upcoming
President’s Gala.

“No matter how difficult a
dance number may be, act as you
know it,” said Lowerre. “I can-
not stress that enough because
forgetting the next step happens
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a lot more often than you think.
For Hairspray, we act like our
characters, and it’s just so much
fun to watch. It serves as a pow-
erful message because of how
entertaining it is.”

There will be one play per
night as mentioned in the dates
above and a matinee on the Sat-
urday dates. If the musical is
proven to be a success that sells
out, it’s possible it could get ex-
tended.

“I think the best part about
being in a production is part of

such a great atmosphere,” said
Henry. “The worst part is trying
to find the motivation for things
outside of it, like work or school.
Rehearsals can take a lot out of
you, and sometimes it drains
both the body and the mind.”
Tickets for Hairspray will go
on sale Monday, April 10, at 10
a.m. They will be $17 for adults
and $14 for students of YSU re-
spectively. The show will run
May 12-14 and May 19-21 at the
Youngstown Playhouse.

How is Emotion Conveyed in Online Text?

BY AMANDA LEHNERD

When people communicate in person, their emotions
can dictate how the other people listening detect their
speech. Facial expressions, the tone of voice and actions
can influence how a person understands the words being
said.

The current generation of college-aged students is
spending more time communicating online, versus face-
to-face communication, which can lead to misinterpret-
ing text or emotions displayed in text.

Jennifer Behney, Youngstown State University soci-
olinguistics professor, states that college students have
become more accustomed to communicating through
online platforms and text messaging compared to older
generations.

“I actually think a great deal of emotional nuance is
lost because of the brevity of such communications,” said
Behney. “I believe that people have learned to make ac-
commodations for this loss of emotional nuance through
the use of vowel elongation and emoticons.”

Robin Stears, a YSU student studying the usage of

emoticons, said emoticons are used as a digital form of
facial expression.

“Emoticons are used as a digital form of facial expres-
sions or body language like > : ( [angry face],” said Stears.
“An emoji can be used to communicate more complex
concepts and ideas.”

Emojis were created to be a visual language by Shige-
taka Kurita using symbols that were already familiar to
people, like the smiley faces and some of the same im-
ages used in the Olympic Village, as well as familiar con-
cepts from Japanese culture, like manga.

“My paper discusses the possibility that emoji might
be a language or at least a language-to-be,” said Stears.
‘Using the Swiftkey Emoji Report, which studied emoji
use in text messaging, and by studying the Twitterverse
and Tumblr, which is a more visual social media site, I
was able to find real-life examples for all the Language
Universals. It doesn’t necessarily “prove” that emoji is a
language, just that emoji use fits the parameters that ev-
ery language has in common.”

Kelly Johnston, a YSU graduate student and high
school language arts teacher, said students struggle more
with appropriating emotions through text messaging and

email.

“I get a lot of students who send me emails and the
emotion comes off as rude,” said Johnston. “I don’t think
they mean to sound rude, but instead of giving me a ‘Hey,
Mrs. J. I have a question’ I get ‘Why did I get that grade.’
They simply don’t understand netiquette.”

Students tend to have short quick responses to emails
and texts, without implementing emotion, which stems
from a lack of face-to-face communication. When com-
municating in person, people feel the emotions that are
being conveyed. A simple phrase like “I love you,” can
be understood much better when body language, facial
expression, voice intonation and touch are present.

Students may lack in conveying emotion throughout
emails and text messaging, but this is not displayed in
their classwork.

“I don’t think online communication has had much of
a negative impact on students,” said Johnston. “My gen-
eration didn’t have autocorrect so slipping in an ‘H8,’
‘UR,;” ‘R, and ‘OMW’ was easy. Now many students use
autocorrect, reducing the want to use these words. The
problem that I see in papers is the usage of ‘kinda,” ‘gon-
na’ and ‘wanna,’ which aren’t real words.”
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BY AMANDA LEHNERD

Q: Can you tell me about yourself as
a musician, how you got started in music
and why?

A: I actually had wanted to play the pi-
ano for a very long time. I started taking
lessons when I was 10 up until college. I
think I've always been drawn to the piano,
the keys and have always thought it was so
interesting to be able to press the key and
make the sounds. As [with] everything
you know over time that relationship will
change, and my relationship with the pia-
no has changed. The piano is a means of
expressing the music that I love to study
and perform. And just making the differ-
ent sounds and exploring the emotions
composers have put into music.

Q: Why did you choose to do a show
for Valentine’s Day?

Az Out of 365 days in a year how do
you pick one? I knew I wanted to do some-
thing in the wintertime, and honed in on
Valentine’s Day. I've never really done a
program themed around a holiday before,
and I like the idea of having something on
Valentine’s Day. As a musician we often
times joke that one will spend Valentine’s
Day practicing their instruments, I fig-
ured, why not spend Valentine’s Day at
my instrument with other people. I also
thought people often go to a movie and
dinner for Valentine’s Day, and felt it
would be a good idea to go hear some live
music that they wouldn’t have otherwise
been able to hear.

(Q: How did you choose the music for
your recital?

My program underwent so many
changes and at first, I originally said I'm
going to do a Valentine’s Day recital but
only one piece will relate to Valentine’s
Day. I changed the program and now all
of the songs deal with some kind of love.
The first three pieces I'll perform talk of
the story between Robert Schumann and
Johannes Brahms. Robert Schumann
was married to Clara Schumann and it’s
well known in the music world that Rob-
ert and Clara Schumann were a marriage
that was not endorsed by her father. It’s
almost a Romeo and Juliet type story, in
a way where they made it happen against
his will. Johannes Brahms is a very good
friend of Robert. Clara and Johannes end-
ed up having their own sort of intimacy,
although nothing was scandalous. It is
known that Brahms was extremely fond
of Clara Schumann and both Robert and
Brahms’s music is really kind of centered
on this emotional turmoil.

Robert Schumann was considered cra-
zy because he heard voices and he had
imaginary friends. In his music you can
hear this sort of strife contrasted with
this sort of prayerful music, which is of-
tentimes associated with his love for Clara
Schumann. Brahms is a romantic and lots
of music that sort of probes life in an ex-
istential way and even in Brahms’s music
there’s a lot of themes, motives and ideas
that oftentimes get associated with this
sort of Clara Schumann infatuation that
he never got to realize in his life. So those
three pieces came as a set to describe the
sense of true love. In one case, a sense of
passionate love that was fulfilled in an-

other, an unrequited love. The other two
pieces are pieces that were dedicated to
the composer’s wife Clara. They’re both
American pieces and it seemed like a nice
sincere gesture to add these pieces to fill
out the program.

(Q: Is there anything else you would
like to share about the recital?

At The one thing that has struck me as
I prepared the recital is I've not been nec-
essarily thinking specifically how these
pieces connect to Valentine’s Day, but
how they connect to the themes of love
and romance, which we associate with the
holiday. The Brahms and Schumann piec-
es are interesting in that they’re very in-
timate and introverted compositions, and
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at times the music is very outward and it
sounds very loud and bombastic. To me
when I play the music of Schumann and
Brahms it’s like I'm opening up their di-
ary and reading a page from it. The mu-
sic is intimate and it’s finely crafted. I
just found this extremely contrasted with
the final piece on my program, which is a
piece by Vincent Persichetti. It is an ex-
tremely extroverted composition, and it’s
almost prosthetic in a way. I like that I'm
closing with this piece, because it closes
with a psalm. I am planning to change
instruments specifically for the last piece.
We have two pianos in the recital hall, one
is a smaller piano, which I would consider
more intimate, and the other is very large
grand piano, which I think is a symphonic
instrument.
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YSU Student Media is accepting Applications
for the Editor-in-Chief of the Jambar and its

affiliated publications.

Application Deadline Feb. 23

To be eligible for an editorial board position a student must be in good academic standing
and enrolled in at least 12 semester hours each semester for the academic year position and
three semester hours for the summer positions.

SPRING
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Get

Involved

Get clips for photos and writing!

thejambar@gmail.com

Come in WE'RE

asicuQPEN

enosOcIATED sciool  to the COMMUNITY!
Join today - Support local business!

Auto Loans 2011 & newer models

T 2.75%..

MasterCard

No Annual Fee ¢ No Balance Transfer Fee

9.99%..

Need home repairs?

Home Improvement Loan
up to 510,000 as low as

3.99%...

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates shown for qualified borrowers. Other rates & terms available.
Offer subject to change without notice. $150 processing fee applies to consumer loans. Contact the
credit union at 800-77-ASECU for complete details. Credit Union Membership required.

Apply Today!

(330)792-4000
Loans@asecu.com
www.asecu.com

CLASSIFIEDS

HOUSING
ALL PARTIES WELCOME!

CT Rentals has nice, city licensed, all inclu-
sive houses and apartments. Now leasing for
tenancy. Our package includes: All appliances
plus over 9o channels of cable T.V., broadband
Internet with Wi-Fi and ADT Security. All pri-
vate bedrooms with individual leases and all
utilities, maintenance and groundskeeping
included from $455 a month per person. Call
Chris 330-743-7368.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Historical area - Walking distance to YSU
Studio Apt. $395
1 Bedroom $495
2 Bedroom $595
All utilities included. Licensed and inspect-
ed by the city. Call 330-301-1626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Two bedroom apt’s for rent. One block from
YSU. All utilities plus cable/internet included
in rent. Call 330-720-0964 or 330-770-4472.
$500 per student.

OTHER

NEED BIRTH CONTROL, PAP SMEAR,

STD TEST? PREGNANT?

Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU campus,
all insurances, walk—ins. Mon-Sat - 330-746-
7007, askthedoctor@aiwhealth.com, an-
swered confidentially.




News Briefs

Shooting on Michigan Avenue

The Youngstown Police Department
responded to a call about a shooting
on Michigan Avenue near Youngstown
State University at about 10 p.m. on
Monday. According to the police re-
port, Daryl Anderson, age 19, suffered
a gunshot to his side and was taken to
St. Elizabeth’s the night of the shooting.
The police have a suspect, but no arrests
have been made as of Wednesday.

Pre-Law Scholarship Applications

Applications are being accepted for the Judge Sidney Rigel-
haupt and Bert Rigelhaupt Pre-Law Scholarship. All of the
funds for the scholarship are provided by the Judge Sidney and
Bert Rigelhaupt Scholarship Fund, which is managed and ad-
ministered by the Farmers Trust Company. This is a full schol-
arship for YSU students in all majors who are intending to go to
law school. Eligibility is limited to financially needy residents
of Mahoning and Trumbull County in Ohio. It is a renewable
scholarship for underclassmen.

Applications are to be submitted by Thursday, Feb. 23.

Printable applications for the scholarship are available on
the YSU web-page http://www.ysu.edu/content/office-finan-
cial-aid-and-scholarships or can be obtained in the Department
of Politics and International Relations, 419 Debartolo Hall.

Bring completed applications to the department, fax to 330-
941-3439 or mail to the following:

Youngstown State University

Department of Politics and International Affairs

Rigelhaupt Pre-Law Center

One University Plaza

Youngstown, oH 44555
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On Friday Feb 3, the Bridges out of Poverty Student Union hosted a Bridges out of Poverty simulation in the Chestnut Room of Kilcawley. Students, faculty and other
members of the community randomly picked a role as a family member of a family living out four weeks in poverty. “It really opens your eyes to what's happening
around us,” said Ben Carkido, a student who participated in the simulation. Rebecca Banks, a volunteer for the simulation, said that the purpose of the simulation is for
educational purposes, and shows the barriers that those in poverty experience.
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The Jambar Column

Spicy Soup and the Rule

BY JILLIAN SMITH

It was an unseasonably
warm evening in Shang-
hai as my friends and I
walked out from dinner at
“the spicy soup shop.” The
shop had become our sta-
ple, even though the food
was seasoned in a way
that made me forget what
it was like to have feeling
in my lips. An immigrant
Muslim family owned the
restaurant, and there-
fore did not shutter com-
pletely to celebrate the
Lunar New Year, as was
the case with every oth-
er restaurant. The owner
welcomed his monopoly
over the foreign student
market, even if the feeling
in my tongue did not.

Trying to apologize to
my mouth for what I had
just done to it, I turned to
ask Adam, a Chinese lo-
cal and my newly minted
friend, and asked about
his life in Shanghai, hop-
ing to keep my mind off
the pain. I asked standard
“get to know you” type
questions, expecting stan-
dard responses. But, one
question I asked, which
seemed quite innocuous,
belied a far deeper aspect
of Chinese society than I
had planned.

I asked Adam what his
favorite part of living in
Shanghai was. His re-
sponse? Justice.

Having expected an an-
swer that resembled there
is more nightlife or better
job prospects, justice was
very perplexing to me. I
probed further, while in-
ternally lamenting that
language was a complex
thing and that ideas sim-
ply couldn’t be transmut-
ed from one human to an-
other. Adam performed a
heroic feat in attempting

of Law

to explain his thought.

He liked Shanghai, he
explained, because back
home in the country-
side, government officials
could do whatever they
wanted, and would not
be punished for it. If a
government official dam-
aged your property or
stole something from you,
there was no way to com-
plain or have your prop-
erty restored. Worse yet,
even if you did complain,
most of the officials were
part of powerful families
and were all related, and
therefore had no incen-
tive to take action against
one of their own. When
I asked him if this had
ever happened to him, he
paused. No, he said, be-
cause his grandfather was
very tough.

In contrast, Shanghai
was a place where you
could have your proper-
ty restored. People and
the government were ac-
countable. They would get
in trouble for wrong do-
ings. His grandfather did
not necessarily have to be
tough, he further noted.

Perhaps in Shanghai,
the financial capital of
Asia, the rule of law has
become a more standard
practice due to Western
business influence, where
concepts such as contract
reciprocity are a necessity
to drive global business.
But even business dealing
with Shanghai-based Chi-
nese companies are well-
known for the practice of
guan xi, or the giving of
preferential treatment to
those with whom one has
either established rela-
tions or from whom one
has received a gift.

The rule of law is some-
thing I take for granted
in the United States. So
much so that it didn’t even

occur me to that a quick
Internet search on the
rule of law in China while
using local Wi-Fi would
turn up mostly blocked
sites, which it did. Pres-
ident Xi Jinping came
to power on the promise
that he would eliminate
corruption and promote
judicial fairness. In 2013,
the president explained
that his crackdown, which
mostly arrested human
rights lawyers and activist
celebrities, was promot-
ing a rule of law that was
a “knife whose handle was
in the hands of the (Com-
munist) party and the
hands of the people.”

Whether or not one
agrees with the idea of
President Trump’s “trav-
el ban,” the federal judi-
cial ruling that has forced
the State Department to
cease the ban is truly a
remarkable testament to
the strength of the rule
of law in our nation. De-
spite Mr. Trump’s dislike
of the ruling of the “so-
called judge,” not even the
highest officeholder in our
land is above the author-
ity of our legal system. It
can be easy to forget what
an astounding concept
this human experiment
in a government that is
accountable to the people
who put it in power and
is answerable to the same
laws that it creates. It is
also easy to forget the im-
mense sacrifice required
to ensure the continued
success of this experi-
ment. From my vantage
point of the People’s Re-
public of China, I am quite
amazed and thankful for a
nation where a President
can lose a legal suit and
must comply with the re-
sults in the same way that
you or I must.

Fditorial

Devos

Must Go...
If Unqualified

Over the past few weeks, President
Donald Trump’s selections for his cabi-
net members have come under scrutiny,
especially that of Betsy DeVos, who was
nominated to be the new Secretary of Ed-
ucation.

On Jan. 2, students and faculty at
Youngstown State University, as well as
other members of the community, gath-
ered together to voice their displeasure
with the nomination of DeVos.

DeVos is a billionaire from Michigan
and heads American Federation for Chil-
dren, a non-profit organization that sup-
ports charter schools and voucher pro-
grams. She also served as the chair of the
Michigan Republican Party.

However, she lacks experience in the
education realm. She’s in favor of charter
schools, loosening the regulations on the
nation’s school system and the privatiza-
tion of public schools.

Private schools only teach 9 percent of
K-12 students, compared to the 91 per-
cent who are educated via federally fund-
ed public school systems. If the structure
and funding of these schools are removed,
the vast majority of American youth will
not get a proper education.

Public schools also help combat child-
hood hunger. Most K-12 schools offer a
free or reduced lunch program to their
students, ensuring that kids in vital stages
of development get enough nutrients to
promote brain and body growth.

Privatizing education completely goes
against Article 26 of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, a document
created by the United Nations and housed
within the International Bill of Human

Rights, which states:

“Everyone has the right to education.
Education shall be free, at least in the
elementary and fundamental stages. El-
ementary education shall be compulso-
ry. Technical and professional education
shall be made generally available and
higher education shall be equally acces-
sible to all on the basis of merit. Educa-
tion shall be directed to the full develop-
ment of the human personality and to the
strengthening of respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms.”

On Tuesday, the Senate voted on Devos
and the Secretary of Education position.
After the Senate was tied 50-to-50, Vice
President Mike Pence voted in favor of
Devos to break the tie.

Those in the education field have been
voicing their opinions loud and clear: De-
Vos is not qualified or wanted in this posi-
tion. Does President Trump know enough
about public education to appoint some-
one who can run it?

Educators around the nation have been
begging the government for more fund-
ing, better books and safer classrooms. All
of these things have been denied.

They have also spent their money to buy
classroom supplies, spent their time tu-
toring students after class and spent years
fighting so future generations can have it
better.

Now, they are fighting to get rid of De-
Vos. If all of their other pleas go unheard,
please listen to this one. Teachers and
professors only want the best for the kids
they educate. They prove that every day.

If DeVos isn’t good for public educa-
tion, give her the boot.



OPINION

The Press Box Perspective:

Rugby, Anyone?

BY ANDREW ZUHOSKY

I'm really excited about what’s hap-
pening later today as it pertains to the
sports calendar.

“Why?” you might ask. “The NFL sea-
son’s over. There’s no more football for
a while, and it’s still a week out from the
NBA All-Star Game. What could you be
so excited about?”

Today marks the beginning of the 2017
Super League Rugby season — Super
League XXII.

That’s right, ladies and gentlemen,
we're talking rugby today. I know that
a lot of you might not know what rugby
is, and there might be a chance that you
have not watched a rugby match on TV.
With that in mind, here’s an explanation
of the sport of rugby.

Rugby is a team sport wherein match-
es are contested between two squads of
13 or 15 players — depending on wheth-
er the match is a rugby league or rugby
union game — with the teams trying to
outscore each other over two 40-minute
halves.

Rugby league, which is what’s played
in Super League in England and the Na-
tional Rugby League in Australia, has 13
players on the field for each team; where-
as rugby union — what’s played in Pre-
miership Rugby in England and Top 13

Rugby in France, among others — has 15
players on the field per team.

The major score in a rugby match is
called a try. A try is recorded when a
possessing player scurries across the
goal line, placing the ball down while
doing so. In rugby league, such as Super
League, each try is worth four points,
with five points being scored on tries in
rugby union play.

Immediately after a try, the scoring
team will attempt a conversion. Conver-
sions are universally worth two points.

At the core, rugby is like gridiron foot-
ball in a way, except for the fact that a
possessing team can’t move the ball by
making forward passes.

Super League consists of 12 squads —
11 of them being from England, along
with Catalans Dragons, a French team.

Going into the new season, the Wigan
Warriors are the defending Super League
champions, having won the Super League
Grand Final by a 12-6 score against the
Warrington Wolves last October.

The Super League season is struc-
tured this way: for the first 23 weeks of
the season, teams will play each other in
a home-and-home slate. This lasts until
July.

After 23 weeks, the regular season
ends, and teams placing first through
eighth in the standings advance to the

Super 8s portion of the season. Each
team squares off with opponents once
during the Super 8s.

Upon the finish of the Super 8s, the top
four teams will then advance to semifinal
games, with the winners squaring off in
the Super League Grand Final in Octo-
ber.

Inside the United States, Super League
matches are aired throughout the season
on FOX Soccer Plus, a premium digital
cable channel. This is also where NRL
matches are shown during overnight
hours.

In fact, FOX Soccer Plus is how I was
first exposed to rugby. Four years ago, I
bought the sports premium package on
our family’s cable. It had NFL RedZone.
I couldn’t pass that up.

Naturally, the first thing I did was scan
the channels to see if I'd be able to find
anything interesting. I got to FOX Soccer
Plus and found a rugby match. I don’t re-
member who was playing.

I initially thought “Hey, what is this?”
— but as the months continued on, my
thoughts changed to “how good is this!”
Now, four years later, I watch all sorts of
rugby.

With this in mind, if you have FOX
Soccer Plus, watch a Super League match
this week. You may enjoy it as much as
I do.

——JAMBAR-POLEICY—

Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931,
The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate
Press honors. The Jambar is published weekly
during the fall and spring semesters and weekly
during the first summer session. Mail subscrip-
tions are $25 per academic year. The first copy
of The Jambar is free. Additional copies of The
Jambar are $1 each.

—OUR:-SIDE-POLICY=—

The editorial board that writes our editorials
consists of the editor-in-chief, the managing ed-
itor, the copy editor and the news editor. These
opinion pieces are written separately from news
articles. They draw on the opinions of the entire
writing staffand do not reflect the opinions of any
individual staff member. The Jambar’s business
manager and non-writing staff do not contribute
to editorials, and the adviser does not have final
approval.

—YOUR-SIDE-POLICY—

The Jambar encourages letters to the edi-
tor. Submissions are welcome at thejambar@
gmail.com or by following the “Submit a Letter”
link on thejambar.com. Letters should concern
campus issues, must be typed and must not ex-
ceed 500 words. Submissions must include the
writer’s name and telephone number for verifi-
cation, along with the writer’s city of residence
for printing. The Jambar does not withhold the
names of guest commentators. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for spelling, grammar and clarity.
Letters will not be rejected based on the views
expressed in them. The editorial board reserves
the right to reject commentaries and letters if
they are not relevant to our readers, seek free
publicity, fail to defend opinion with facts from
reliable sources or if the editorial staff decides
that the subject has been sufficiently aired. The
editorial board will request a rewrite from the
submitting writer based on these requirements.
The Jambar will not print letters that are libel-
ous, threatening, obscene or indecent. The views
and opinions expressed in letters and commen-
taries on the opinion page do not necessarily re-
flect those of The Jambar staff. Editorials do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the faculty,
staff or administration of YSU.

| I™M DONE STUDYIVG! wp.ur)
?

DONT THEY GIVE You
NIGHT TERRORS!

I JUST RATHER STRESS
ABOUT GHOSTS THEN
MIDTERMS RIGHT NOW

Hey you! Yeah, you!
Like what you see? Hate
what you see?

Have something fun to say?
Send us an e-mail
thejambar@gmail.com

Please remember to include your name
or your letter won't be printed

By: L. A. Bonté For more comics visit FilbertCartoons.com
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BY MARC WEEMS

With the Youngstown State Uni-
versity women’s basketball team
(8-15, 4-8 Horizon League) com-
ing off a big win on the road, it will
look to build on that gain. YSU’s
65-50 win in overtime against
the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago snapped its five-game losing
streak with the Penguins heading
to the state of Wisconsin.

The University of Wiscon-
sin-Green Bay (19-4, 10-2 HL),
their second opponent in Wiscon-
sin, beat YSU 84-51 on Jan. 26 at
the Beeghly Center behind Jessica
Lindstrom’s 19 points and 12 re-
bounds.

“It’'s huge for this team that
has been battling all year,” YSU
head coach John Barnes said
about their overtime win at UIC.
“They’ve given everything they
have to get a road win. It brought
everybody’s spirits up.”

One of the major things for YSU
is that both Mary Dunn and Jenna
Hirsch played against UIC — both
players were limited in the last few
games. Barnes said they are both
moving slowly back to playing, but
are at least moving towards it.

Green Bay averages 69.5 points
per game while giving up just 50.8
points per game, which ranks sec-
ond in the country.

“We haven’t focused too much
on not having a road win,” Barnes
said. “We’ve just been trying to
keep things in perspective and
focus on ourselves. It could get in
their mind as young players, but it
really doesn’t.”

Barnes said that at this point
just getting wins is what matters
— not really where it happens or
how.

For YSU, they give up the most
points in the conference at 73.3
points per game. On offense, YSU
averages 68.4 points per game
while shooting 78.9 percent from
the free throw line, which is sixth
in the country.

“We have struggled with match-
ups this year,” Barnes said. “For

instance, in the [Valparaiso] game,
we struggled because they have a
taller girl who caused us issues.”

Defensively, YSU has struggled
with teams that have size or that
move the ball well. Their UIC win
was a testament to their true de-
fensive abilities.

YSU has one game that comes
before the Green Bay, when they
travel to play the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee (15-8, 7-5
HL) on Feb. 9. Milwaukee nar-
rowly escaped YSU at the Beegh-
ley Center with a 78-74 victory on
Jan. 28.

Milwaukee’s size was also an
issue for YSU as forward Steph
Kostowicz put up 22 points and 12
rebounds along with six blocks.

“We showed some good things
against Milwaukee,” Barnes said.
“I think that defensively, we need
to step up and have a great game.
They are second in the conference
in scoring offense, and they are
very good from the free throw line.
We allowed them to get them to
the free throw line 28 times.”

Barnes said that they need to
be in better positions so that they
don’t have a team shooting nearly
30 free throws in a game.

Milwaukee averages 74.3 points
per game while shooting 43 per-
cent from the field. YSU allows
teams to shoot 43 percent from
the field, but only 31 percent from
the 3-point line.

“We just have to do a great job
on the defensive side of the ball,”
Barnes said. “We are really strug-
gling. We showed some signs
against UIC, but we need to take
another step forward. Milwaukee
is a great shooting team and will
be a big test for us.”

Barnes also said that no mat-
ter what cards they’ve been dealt,
they should no doubt be better
than they are.

YSU will look to build off their
last win against UIC as they hit
the road. They play Milwau-
kee at 8 p.m. on Feb. 9 and
then go to Green Bay to play on
Feb. 11 at 2 p.m.

Momentum is Key:
YSU Will Look to Ul|d on Huge Road Win

PHOTO COURTESY OFYSU SPORTS INFORMATION

Indiya Benjamin (3) drives to the basket as multiple Akron defenders look on in a game on
December 6, 2016.



Teeing Off:
’VSU Women’s Golf

rBead(y to Swing

Courtney Shutt tees off during a practice round for YSU during the Fall season.

BY MARC WEEMS

With golf season right around the corner, the
Youngstown State University women’s golf team pre-
pares for their first match up against conference foes.
Last season, Oakland University was the Horizon League
champion last season just ahead of YSU. Their first
match of the season includes Oakland and Cleveland
State University.

YSU is projected to finish second behind Oakland but
one spot ahead of CSU.

“I'm super excited for this,” YSU senior Mia Barchetti
said. “It’s going to give us such a great opportunity to
see what’s next for the conference play. Just being able
to compete this early is going to give us such good expe-
rience.”

Barchetti said that being friends with the girls from
both teams makes matches like this very different from a
competition point of view.

Barchetti is one of just two seniors on the team along
with Haleigh Guerrero. Both girls were part of the 2015
Horizon League championship team that won by 11
strokes. Both Oakland and CSU came in second and
third, respectively.

“There are three of us that are still on the team that
were a part of that,” Barchetti said. “It was such a great

experience. Being able to share that with the other girls
is so hard to put into words. Having that experience is
something to show the younger girls that we can do that
again. That is my motivation.”

YSU head coach Nate Miklos spoke on the upcoming
season.

“For us, it’s really all about getting better every day,”
Miklos said. “In this game, you can’t really be too con-
cerned with what any other team is doing or anyone
else.”

Miklos said that the key for the younger girls is to learn
and grow with every tournament that they play in.

YSU’s team features eight girls with three sophomores
and two freshmen. They finished in the top-4 of every
Fall tournament they participated in.

“I feel like it’s an honor and big responsibility,” junior
Courtney Shutt said about leadership. “At the same time,
it’s hard because you have a lot of good decisions wheth-
er it’s the popular decision or not.”

Shutt posted five top-10 finishes last season and placed
16th at Horizon League Championships.

“I think it’s fun because it’s a challenge,” Shutt said.
“Since we are friends with these girls, it is fun to see how
much they’ve improved since last season. My goal is to
make progress every day and to make improvements
each day. Also, for us to win the conference.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF YSU SPORTS INFORMATION

This tournament takes place in Sorrento, Florida this
year and is only a one-day tournament.

“Most of our players have had their Fall season under
their belts,” Miklos said. “We have a lot of very talented
players. We need to continue to learn at every event and
make the improvements we need to.”

Miklos said that even though a team like Oakland had
a strong Fall season, they still are a good team that will
compete with them.

“If we put in the work and make the improvements
that we need to, we will be in good shape,” Miklos said.

Miklos is currently in his fourth season and has kept
YSU at the top of conference every year.

“I want another ring and I want to make as much of a
mark as I can,” Barchetti said. “Personally, I am setting
the bar high and want to win as often as possible while
still improving the team.”

Last season, YSU placed in sixth out of eight teams
with a 330 total compared to the 311 that Oakland post-
ed.

“I just focus on our team because we won conference a
few years ago,” Shutt said. “I think it just adds fuel under
us to push harder. It’s easier to put in a lot of work know-
ing that we are capable of.”

YSU starts the year in Sorrento, Florida at Red Tail
Golf Club on February 20.
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YSU Enters gg

2017 With
Talent and
Experience

BY DAN HINER

Following a 30-21 season in
2016, the Youngstown State
University is preparing for the
2017 season opener.

The Penguins finished with
one of the best seasons in pro-
gram history last year, but YSU’s
goal is to make it farther in the
Horizon League tournament.

Cali Mikovich and Sarah Dowd
were considered one of the most
powerful tandems in the league.
Mikovich and Dowd combined
to hit 24 homeruns and drive in
76 RBISs.

The Penguins lost infielder
Miranda Castiglione, YSU’s sto-
len base leader and one of the
most decorated players in pro-
gram history.

This season, the Penguins ros-
ter is filled with underclassmen
who contributed significantly
throughout the year.

“The nice part is we have 17 re-
turners, with six being seniors,”
YSU head coach Brian Campbell
said. “We’re looking forward to
senior leadership and a lot of the
young ladies being experienced.
We added in five freshmen to

the class.”

Dowd said the familiarity be-
tween all of the teammates will
help the team this season. She
said it’s easier to win after play-
ing with teammates for two or
three seasons.

“In the outfield, we don’t even
have a single freshman out there
to be honest with you. People
you worked with, you get a feel
for what everyone can do. You
get a sense of ... accomplishment
and teamwork out there. We re-
ally get along well and I feel like
that getting along well and the
ability to mesh well with each
other will really take us far this
year.”

YSU will play Towson Univer-
sity, Coastal Carolina University
and the University of Alabama in
the first three games of the year.
Campbell said the Penguins’ of-
fense will be the most concern-
ing since YSU can’t practice on
the field during the winter.

“We understand that when we
head down there this weekend,
that Alabama has been on their
field all spring — same thing
with Coastal [Carolina],” Camp-
bell said. “Townson might be in
the same boat as us with them
being a northern team.

¥
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Brittney Moffatt, Youngstown State University's second baseman, gets into position prior to a pitch
during a YSU home game last season.

“When we go down there, it’s
just about limiting the mistakes
defensively and being aggres-
sive offensively and make things
happen. [We] gotta do a little
bit more bunt and runs, hit and
runs and steals when you’re try-
ing to produce runs when you
start off early.”

YSU second baseman Brittney
Moffatt said she’s excited about

the potential on the team. She
said Campbell reminds them
that “one swing can change the
game.”

The Penguins also have both
full-time pitchers returning this
season. Senior Caitlyn Minney
and sophomore Paige Geanangel
combined to win all 30 games
last season. Geanangel led the
Penguins with a 17-12 record

and pitched 13 complete games.

Geanangel’s 17 wins ranked
third in school history for sin-
gle-season wins, and Minney’s
13 wins ranked 10th on the list.

The Penguins will start the
season on the road for the first
month of the season. The Pen-
guins won’t play a home game
until they host the University of
Akron on March 12.
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