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tion of the Butler Institute, gift of the artist.
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Meets West
B orn in China in 1912, Chen Chi came to America in 1947

and lives in New York City. This has been his home base
for these many years while actively engaged in pro-
ducing highly personalized watercolors that seem to merge
the Eastern style with the West. Iis travels have taken him
to many parts of the United States, always supplying him with
endless subjects and never lacking inspiration. Several years
ago he painted a remarkable series of watercolors based on
the Metropolitan Opera House. Ilis paintings of Central Park
beneath a blanket of snow are pictorially successful as
simplified impressions of nature. Equally eye-catching are his
variations of Spring, Summer and Autumn.
~ Chen Chi has been most aware of his American surround-
Ings and what it offers pictorially. “ITligh Noon, New York." a
38 x 35 inch watercolor was painted in 1986 and recently
presented to Butler Institute for the permanent collection.
Ilon.ors and prizes have been awarded to Chen Chi on many
Occasions. Several books have been devoted to the man and
his work. Pearl Buck may be quoted as saying, “Few artists
continued on page 7
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HEALTH CARE

TO DOCTORS AND NURSES, IT MEANS
PROVIDING MEDICAL CARE.

TO THE BUSINESS ADVISORS AT PACKER,
THOMAS & CO., IT MEANS PROVIDING
MEDICAL PRACTICE MANAGEMENT.

Let us give you a “Second Opinion.”

We're dedicated to helping you earn more and
keep more of what you earn!

Serving Mahoning Valley for over 66 years.

743-1902 PACKER, THOMAS & Co. 392-2747

“Your CPA Firm"
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We've been defending
doctors since these
were the state ()

of the art.

Turn of the century
trephine forcranial
surgery and tonsillotome
for removing tonsils.

These instruments were the best available at the turn
of the century. So was our professional liability
coverage for doctors. In fact, we pioneered the concept
of professional protection in 1899 and have been
providing this important service exclusively to doctors
ever since.

You can be sure we'll always offer the most complete
professional liability coverage you can carry. Plus the
personal attention and claims prevention assistance
you deserve.

For more information about Medical Protective
coverage, contact your Medical Protective Company
general agent. He's here to serve you.

wiea
A\) 12000 GBI RO T 06T L VE RSOMIZANY ¢
¥ ORT RUAVRLNSDIZEZY

Edward J. Kupcho, Daniel P. Woods, Suite 303, 1521 Georgetown Road.
Hudson, OH 44236, (216) 656-0660
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James A. Lambert, M.D,

Practicalities

held a recent Leadership Meeting
at which several topics of general
interest were discussed. Two of the
presentations have immediate impact.

National Practitioner Data Bank.
Congress passed legislation in 1986
which mandated the establishment of
the NPDB. This was amended in 1987 to
include certain other healthcare li-
censed practitioners also. The projected
opening date is late April, 1990.

The AMA and state medical boards at-
tempted to obtain the contract for this
service but were unsuccessful. The in-
clusion of other practitioners essenti-
ally removed these organizations from
contention. This appeared to be the in-
tent of the plan organizers. Instead the
contract was let to UNISYS Corporation
with computer background but not
large data base functions. Part of the
delay in implementation is based on
this inadequacy.

Input to the NPDB will come from
several sources. Malpractice claims
settlements in any amount, including
out-of-court settlements, must be re-
ported. State medical boards must
report license revocations or suspen-
sions, censures, reprimands, probations,
and license surrenders related to profes-
sional misconduct or incompetence.
Any adverse action on clinical privileges
arising from professional competence
or conduct which lasts more than 30
days must be reported by the involved
hospital, HMO, PPO, IPA or any group
conducting peer review. Professional
societies must report adverse actions
taken against a member following
review for competence or conduct.

Actions based on fees or advertising
are not reportable, and reporting is not
retroactive.

Access to the NPDB is limited. Hos-
pitals must check for actions against
their credentialed practitioners at least
every 2 years. New applicants for hos-
pital privileges must also be checked.
ITowever, the old method of utilizing the
state medical board and AMA will still
be necessary for about 5 years until the
empty data bank is developed.

State licensing boards and health care

6

The Ohio State Medical Association

entities engaging in employment of a
physician may access the data bank.
Plaintiff's attorneys may have limited
access if a hospital has not properly
used the data bank in credentialing, and
the hospital and physician are being
sued for negligence.

Individual physicians may check
their own file. Although insurance com-
panies and other employers do not have
access to the files, they may require a
physician to divulge this information
before entering into a contract.

The NPDB must inform the practi-
tioner of a filed report, and the practi-
tioner has 60 days in which to dispute
any aspect of the report. After 60 days,
any change in the file will be very dif-
ficult to effect. Therefore, prompt re-
sponse to notification is essential.

Athough the concept of the data base
is laudatory, especially in regard to the
1-2% of physicians who require moni-
toring, the program as structured and
operated must be scrutinized carefully
by those in healthcare.

Medical society adverse actions
against members that must be reported
include the following: alcoholism, in-
competence/malpractice/negligence,
narcotics violations, felony, fraud, un-
professional conduct, mental disorder,
allowing unlicensed person to practice,
disciplinary action taken in another
state, violated previous action, physical
impairment, and “other” These reports
must be very carefully coded and
worded. Big Brother is watching.

Ancther presentation was by Dr.
Cramblett, the SecretaryTreasurer of
the Ohio State Medical Board. I was im-
pressed by his obvious sincere concern
about complaints to the medical board.
and his desire to work with the medical
community to identify the 1-2% of prac-
titioners who are having problems. He
identified the most common complaints
as greed, fraud (charging for a service
not delivered). and drugs/alcohol/sex.
atient records must be transferred if
properly requested. regardless of other
personal or financial circumstances.
Physicians should not prescribe Sched-
ule II narcotics for themselves or family
members. ITe encouraged physicians to
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Practicalities (Continued)

make reports, even if anonymously, so
that patterns of concern about a practi-
tioner may be tracked for informal
review or additional documentation in
regard to a formal complaint. Liability
suits are usually not investigated.

If an investigator is overzealous in his
approach, contact the board or Dr.
Cramblett.

I shall attempt to keep these articles
timely and pertinent to the needs of our
membership. O

East Meets West (Continued from Front Cover)

can be transplanted from their own
culture and find new inspiration in an
environment originally strange to them.
Chen Chi is one of the very few. Preser-
ving the essentials of Chinese tradition
in technique, he has enriched that
technique while he has absorbed and
mastered new subject matter. In short,
he is a mature and exciting artist and
his works are significant in symbolic
thought as well as in beauty”

East Meets West: Chen Chi th America
was on exhibition at the Butler Institute

February 10-March 25, 1990. The exhibi-
tion was the largest showing of the
master watercolorist ever mounted, and
was made possible by a grant from Dr.
and Mrs. Hai-Shiuh Wang and Dr. and
Mrs. Albert B. Cinelli. Eye Care
Associates also sponsored the Art of the
Eye exhibition at the Butler in the Fall
of 1988. Art of the Eye featured works
by artists from across the nation who
create paintings in spite of the dif-
ficulties they experience due to visual
impairments.

For Your Patient Needs:

Skilled Nursing

Home Health Aide Service
Physical Therapy

Speech Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Nutritional Support

Medical Social Worker

LV. Therapy

Maternity, Pediatrics
Laboratory Services & EKG's.

Visiting

e ——————

Nurse|| 9

association J

518 E. INDIANOLA  YOUNGSTOWN 782-5606

<)

United Way

DO
2T UOQ
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From the Desk of the Editor

Denise L. Bohovnyilk, M.D.

A New Approach

a great deal of energy previously

devoted to academic pursuits
becoming oriented to the demands of
private practice. One of the biggest ob-
stacles faced by young physicians is the
ignorance with which they enter the
medical profession. In a field which re-
quires seven years of rigorous medical
training, most residency programs do
not address the practical issues involved
in the day to day practice of medicine.
New physicians are ill equipped to com-
pete with established practices and
alternate health care methods.

Sin(‘e entering practice I have spent

It is not that young physicians are
unaware of the demands of private prac-
tice. Quite the opposite is true. Most
residents fully realize what lies in store.
They are very much aware of the restric-
tions both medically and monitarily
which are being dictated by the in-
surance, governmental, legal and public
sectors. Starting over again, mastering
new skills can be sheer terror. It doesn't
help that established physicians speak
negatively of what medicine has
become.

Is it any wonder, faced with CPT,
ICD-9, RBRVS, MAAC's, assignment and
participation, that young physicians
choose to practice at HMP’s, “urgent
care” centers and larger group practices.
If the days of the solo practitioner are
over, it is only because we have allowed
its demise. Limited hours, stable income
and a ready made practice are very
alluring to someone who hasn't the
slightest idea of where to begin on their
own. I feel this inability to address the
complications of the medical/business
system is as large a factor as lifestyle
considerations in choosing a career.

We are losing an important part of the
medical community to the apathy of the
system. Young physicians are less likely
to become involved politically if they see
their careers as secure. It is the respon-
sibility of medical schools, post-graduate
training programs and medical organi-
zations to educate, equip and support
young medical professionals to function
in today’s medicine.

Programs for practice management

8

should be an essential part of post-
graduate training. Contact in an office
setting with the medical aspects of bill-
ing, insurance, medicare and medicaid
should be mandatory. Medical organiza-
tions should sponsor a “buddy system”
so new physicians can be introduced
into the political system.

The field of medicine has undergone
tremendous change in the last 25 years.
Ilowever our system of training physi-
cians is as it was 70 years ago. The
demands of the medical profession have
grown to include health care contracts,
peer review, cost effectiveness and other
entities not directly related to patient
care. No longer can physicians remain
uninvolved. If today’s physicians are to
be effective and successful they must be
educated not only medically but politi-
cally and economically as well. O

The following applications for
membership were approved by
Council

First Year in Practice:

Steven L. Ballas, M.D.
Cherine El Dabh, M.D.

Information pertinent to the ap-
plicants should be sent to the
office by April 10.
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This area’s leading healthcare providers:

Western Reserve Care System,
Warren General Hospital,
St. Joseph Riverside,
St. Elizabeth Hospital Medical Center,
and Youngstown Osteopathic Hospital

in cooperation with their clinical staffs
have come together in a joint effort
to bring the people of our communities
the most advanced diagnostic tool available today . .

Magnetic Resonance
Imaging
4964 Belmont Avenue
Youngstown, Ohio

Please Call: (216) 759-9922

e Directed by a Board Certified Radiologist
with a fellowship from Mount Sinai in MRI
and Nuclear Radiology

* Immediate turnaround time on reports

e Fast and convenient service in a
modern facility

The MRl is now scheduling appointments .
Patients are accepted on a referral basis only

m Cooperative

.
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Medical Decision Making

‘l,e;ldpﬁ P Caccamo.
M.D.. EACP

e

S

o
Kimbroe Carter. M.D.

The Importance of Prevalence Part II

e shall now review the problem

s;‘; presented in January. As you
will recall we assumed that

while a medical student was rotating
with you on a primary care elective, a
65 year old dentist entered the office for
a routine annual checkup. e had no
complaints and there was no significant
physical findings. However the patient’s
father had died from colon cancer and
your clinical experience suggested a
15% incidence of this disease in the pro-
geny. A hemoccult test was made on the
stool obtained during rectal examina-
tion and found to be positive. Fresh
from a recent grand rounds on Bayes’
theorem, you felt secure in responding
to the patient’s question: “Doctor what
does this test mean?”. The SENSITIVITY

PRIOR PROBABILITY —® BAYES' RULE —P

of the test permitted you to correctly
identify patients WITH colon cancer
80% of the time, and the SPECIFICITY
allowed you to identify correctly 80% of
people WITHOUT disease. You quickly
performed a simple calculation and told
the patient he had a 41% chance of
having cancer.

After the patient left the office, the
student provocatively asserted that he
believed the current literature indicated
a figure other than your 15% estimate.
The student asks. “WHAT IF” the prior
probability of the disease is 5%, 30% or
50%? How would changing the prior
probability of the disorder affect the
test’s positive predicative value? The
following answers are provided utilizing
the tabular form of Bayes’ Rule:

POSTERIOR PROBABILITY
PREDICTIVE VALUE

PREVALENCE OF A POSITIVE TEST
5% —p 17%
15% » 41%**
30% P 63%
30% » 80%
TABULAR FORM OF BAYES' RULE
A B C
Disease §2)] A*B PV+
Status Prior Prob Conditional | Product Posterior
CANCER 0.15 0.80 (SENS) | 0.12 041" *
NO CANCER 0.85 0.20 (1-SPEC) 0.17 059
SUM 0.29

*The value in this cell is calculated by dividing the Product of the appropriate

' row (CANCER) by the SUM.
**Your answer = 41 = 0.12/0.29

BAYES' RULE =

p x SENS

(p x SENS) + (1-p) x (1-SPEC)

As you now can plainly see the predic-
tive value of a positive test varies with
the prevalence of the disease or one’s
estimate of the prior probability of the

10

existing disease. The Positive Predictive
Value (PPV) is defined as the percentage
of all positive tests that are truly positive
for a disease. An understanding of this
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The Importance of Prevalence Part II (Continued)

concept is probably the most important,
put apparently the least understood
factor affecting the usefulness of a test.
This estimate can be quickly made on
a hand calculator. The prior probability,
sensitivity and specificity of certain
common disorders are available by ac-
cessing our local library data bases and
in particular by way of a phone call to
the Jeghers Medical Index.

The Youngstown Decision Making
Society on the evening of February
22nd, provided a provocative presenta-
tion to members of the Sigma Xi Centen-
nial Chapter at Youngstown State
University. The world of medicine was
pictured as undergoing a very quiet
revolution as it struggles to deliver cost
effective health care in the face of
limited economic resources. Demon-
strating how future physicians could
use the knowledge of Medicine, a per-
sonal computer and mathematics, local
practice pattern data in renal dialysis
was reviewed by Dr. Edward Kessler. Dr.

Carter illustrated the employment of
Markov chains as a model to explore
“what if strategies” of extreme impor-
tance to policy decisions by physicians,
hospitals, and patients. Dr. Caccamo
challenged the university and area hos-
pitals to initiate significant shared
research into other health care prob-
lems with the goal of creating practical
models for evaluating teaching and the
delivery of cost effective health care to
Northeast Ohio. It was felt that such an
undertaking would require research ef-
forts in the fields of decision making,
computerized epidemiological data col-
lection, statistical analysis, clinical
economics and education. Physicians
will not be replaced by the computer
but will physicians learn to make use of
this potentially helpful tool? Can we
meaningfully examine and utilize the
large amounts of data on procedures,
PREVALENCE, outcomes, severity, cost,
ete. stored within our local hospital data
bases. O

S. L. PERNI, M.D.

Board Certified Radiologist

TH AVENUE

@diology&mtrasound,lnc.

Complete Diagnostic Radiological Services

X-Rays, Arthrograms, Intravenous Pyelograms
Venograms and Voiding Cysto-urethrograms

NUCLEAR MEDICINE

One of the only out-patient facilities in the area
to offer this needed service

Breast Screening Center

Low dose mammography
ultrasound, self breast examinations

ULTRA SOUND

ABDOMEN, PELVIS, PREGNANCY
CAROTIDS, CARDIACS, AND SMALL PARTS

——

1350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 100
Youngstown, Ohio 44504

Phone (216) 746-1777
746-1770

Hours: Mon ., Tues., Wed., Fri. 8:00-4:30 p.m.
Thurs. Sat. 8:00-12:00 p.m.
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...and now there's one source
that can help you see it all.

That source is Regional Imaging Consultants, Inc. --
providing quality X-ray exams, CT scans, ultrasound imaging
low-dose mammography, breast localization for biopsy and

cyst aspiration.

Regional Imaging has seven convenient locations in
Austintown, Boardman, New Castle, Warren and Youngstown.
Mammography or ultrasound exams can also be performed in
your office by the highly-skilled staff in our mobile division.

The next time you need to "see it all," call
Regional Imaging --where seeing is believing.

The Regional Imaging
family includes:

¢ Austintown X-Ray

* Boardman X-Ray (2 locations)

* Breast Care Centers (7 locations)

e MammoVan (a service of the
Breast Care Centers)

* Computed Diagnostic Center

e Mcdical Ultrasound

e Lloyd E. Slusher, M.D. e Jon A. Molisky, D.O. e Albert M. Bleggi, M.D.
(216) 726-9000

REGIONAL IMAGING CONSULTANTS. INC.

12
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Professional

Decisions.

It is an important decision
as to who will administer
gour insurance needs. Let

tillson and Donahay make
that decision easier for you
to make.

We are professionals, locally
owned and operated with over
60 years in the Mahoning Valley;
endorsed by the Mahoning County
Medical Society for over

40 years.

Call us... It could be the most
important professional decision you make.

Life, Disability and other Health Insurance

Stillson
&Donahay

AGENCY, INC.

John Fouse e Lioyd Peck ¢ Reuel Peck

Bank One Building * 30 North Main Street
Poland, OH 44514 * Phone: (216) 757-3726

N
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The Associate Dean’s Column

W. Robert Kenned,

L

v, Ph.D.

Special Programs of Possible Interest. . .

e have become very accus-

‘ ;‘ ; tomed to having a large
number of visiting professors
participate in our area continuing
medical education programs. However,
a generally overlooked domain of possi-
ble interest is the extraordinary cast of
individuals who participate in open
forums under the auspices of Youngs-
town State University. One group, ac-
tively engaged in promoting scientific
discourse on broad range of subjects is
the Centennial Chapter of Sigma Xi, the
National Research Society, based at our
local university. For early five years,
University faculty have attempted to ex-
pand involvement of area physicians in-
terested in research. We, at St. Elizabeth
Hospital Medical Center, now have about
thirty-five participating medical faculty
as active Chapter members. The benefits

are varied, but common themes involve
collegiality, discussion, sharing of in-
terests, and hopefully, the development
of inter-disciplinary research projects.

One program, which is open to the
community remains in this academic
year. If you wish to attend, we welcome
your participation. If you wish to be con-
sidered for Sigma Xi membership, feel
free to contact me at your convenience.

We hope to see you at this upcoming
Sigma Xi event, which will take place on
the campus of Y.S.U.

“Rapid Growth tn a Hot-Blooded
Debate”

Dr. John R. Horner, Curator of
Paleontology Museum of the
Rockies, Montana State University

Thursday, April 26. 7:30 p.m.

DeBartolo Hall Rooms 121/122

Are Your Malpractice Premiums
Too High?

A Spath & Zimmermann policy review
could update your current policy for
primary and excess coverage up to

maximum limits and save considerable
premium dollars in the process. More
than 25 years experience provides Ohio
physicians higher limit professional
protection at the lowest possible rates.
Call Spath & Zimmermann now for a
no-obligation competitive quotation.
You’ll like what you hear.

2 Summit Park Drive

mny

SPATH & ZIMMERMANN ¢ W
Agency, Inc Independence, Ohio 44131
216/642-9191
14 BULLETIN/FEBRUARY 1990




M. Maurine Fogarty, M.S., C.C.C. Joy W. Elder, M.A.

Speech Pathology Associates
Licensed Speech-Language Voice Pathologists
Certified Myofunction Therapists

We accept medicare | medicaid | GM insurance [ most other insurance

Office: (216) 759-3636 32 Goldie Road
Hosp. Off: (216) 744-9224 Suite #5
Res.: (216) 747-2683 Youngstown, Ohio 44503

JAMES D. CULCASI CPA

Professional, Personalized Services
Income Tax « Monthly or Quarterly Accounting « Auditing
Business Planning and Consulting
725 Boardman-Canfield Rd. M-2  P.O. Box 3393

CALL 726-2532 FOR AN APPOINTMENT OR INFORMATION

DEBald and

Company, Inc.

OFFICE SUPPLIES
1300 Wick Avenue 746-0597

P.O. Box 6085
Youngstown, Ohio 44501 FAX No. 746-4114

—_—

A NeW Car . .from Barrett means much more than any

ordinary new car. Behind each Barrett automobile—from the eye-catching
elegance of Cadillac to the cost-efficient sportiness of Jeep and Eagle—
stands a staunch commitment to customer service and satisfaction at
competitive prices.

Experience the unique feeling of a new car from Barrett.

LAY 2| CADILLAG,

907 Wick Ave., Youngstown, OH/Phone 747-35621

DEALER
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New Council Installed

las president of the Mahoning
, County Medical Society and Dr.
Karl F. Wieneke was honored as out-
going president at the installation of
Council held on Tuesday, January 16,
1990 at the Youngstown Club.

A moment of silent prayer was ob-
served for the Society members who
had passed away during 1989: Dr. A.
Calder, Dr. M. Halmos, Dr. D. Malta. Dr.
A. Rosenblum, Dr. 8. Tarmarkin, Dr. O.
Turner, Dr. D. Yoder.

Dr. Wieneke recognized the following
past presidents in attendance for their
eontributions to the Society: Drs. Abdu,
Anderson, Barton, Baumblatt, Chiu,
DeCicco, Detesco, Dietz, Fisher, Holden,
Jenkins, Ondash, Schreiber and Wang.
Special acknowledgement also was
given to outgoing members of Council:
Drs. El-Hayek. Kasamias, Lenhart, and
Memo.

Dr. J. James Anderson, past Sixth
District Councilor, installed the follow-
ing members:

D r. James A. Lambert was installed

Officers

Dr. J. Lambert-President
Dr. B. GordonVice President
Dr. K. Carter-Secretary
Dr. D. ChungTreasurer
Delegates

Dr. J. Anderson

Dr. J. Lambert

Dr. L. Slusher

Dr. H. S. Wang

Dr. K. Wieneke
Alternate Delegates
Dr. E. Angtuaco

Dr. G. Bitonte

Dr. T. Detesco

Dr. M. Guthikonda

Dr. P. Lakhani
Members at Large

Dr. C. Amedia

Dr. J. Babyak

Dr. G. Baumblatt

Dr. J. Butterworth

Dr. D. Dunch

Dr. J. Ervin

Dr. J. Guju

Dr. C. Molloy

Dr. A. Qadri

Dr. E. Svenson

16

Foundation Trustees
Dr. J. Guju-Chairman
Dr. A. Geordan

Dr. N. German

Dr. S. Kalavsky

Dr. V. Lepore

Dr. B. Lim

Program Chairman
Dr. J. Babyak
Bulletin Editor

Dr. D. Bobovnyik
Public Relations Chairman
Dr. R. Spratt

Following the installation ceremony,
Dr. Wieneke presented an engraved
gavel, made by Dr. Anderson, to Dr
Lambert. In turn Dr. Lambert, presented
the traditional past president’s plaque
and pin to Dr. Wieneke on behalf of the
members of the Society. A bound
volume of the Bulletin was presented to
retiring editor, Dr. Gordon and also to
Mrs. Wieneke.

Dr. Lambert introduced Mrs. Beth
Bacani, president of the Mahoning
County Medical Society Auxiliary, who
commented on the various projects of
the Auxiliary.

In other business, one application for
resident membership, Jeffrey M. Mold-
ovan, D.O., and two applications for
emeritus status, George A. Altman, M.D.
and Robert G. Warnock, M.D. were
presented.

It was noted that at the Council
meeting of January 9, 1990 the
members determined to eliminate the
office of Vice President and replace it
with the office of President-Elect. In ac-
cordance with the By-Laws, the follow-
ing resolution was presented to the
membership.

RESOLVED, THAT THE OFFICE OF
VICE-PRESIDENT BE ELIMINATED AND
REPLACED WITH THE OFFICE OF
PRESIDENT-ELECT.

This resolution will be voted upon at
the March 20, 1990 Society Meeting.

The evening concluded with a musical
program by the Kress Wind Quintet.[]
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At A Glance

Drs. K. Wieneke, J. Lambert, B. Gordon, H.S. Wang
Standing L to R
Drs. D. Chung, B. Lim, L. Slusher, E. Angtuaco, D. Dunch, J. Anderson, G. Baumblatt, R. Spratt,

E. Svenson, J. Babyak

Dr. James Lambert a.ndww ‘

Dr. Karl Wieneke

Mrs. Karl Wieneke and
Dr. James Lambert
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Medicare Update

Claims Backlog Resolving

ue to a major change in the
D claims processing system, over a
million physician claims were
backlogged at Nationwide-Medicare. Na-
tionwide has recently reported however
that while a few individual problems
exist, normalcy is starting to return in
the Medicare claims turnaround.
Any physician who continues to ex-
perience a problem should contact the
OSMA Ombudsman staff for assistance.

Electrocardiographic Monitoring
Billing Codes Change

s of March 1, 1990 Nationwide-
medicare no longer accepts

ICPCS codes Q0019-Q0032 when
reporting electrocardiographic monitor-
ing services. Physicians are now to
report these services by using codes
from the cardiovascular section (begin-
ning on page 34) of the CPT 1990 edition
code book. A complete listing of the
changes to the HCFA Common Pro-
cedure Coding System (HCPCS) is con-
tained in the February 1990 Medicare
Newsletter. Additional copies can be ob-
tained from the OSMA Ombudsman
office.

4/1/90 Medicare fees are updated for
1990; reductions are applied to
radiology, anesthesiology, and certain
“overvalued” procedures; and new
participation period begins.

4/1/90 Physicians must accept
assignment on all claims for any
Medicare patient who is also eligible
for Medicaid benefits.

4/90 Unassigned claims that fail to
include diagnosis codes will be refer-
red to the Inspector General of Health
and Human Services for possible
sanctions. .

5/90 Assigned claims that do not
include Medicare carrier identifica-
tion numbers of the physicians per-

Effective Dates for Medicare Changes

forming the service will be rejected.

7/90 Assigned claims will be
denied if diagnosis codes are incom-
plete or inaccurate. Unassigned
claims without complete and ac-
curate codes will be referred to the In-
spector General’s office for possible
sactions.

9/90 Physicians must submit all
Medicare claims and may not charge
the patient for doing so.

9/1/90 Medicare carriers will start
complying with congressional man-
date to profile individual physicians
and provide educational feedback to
those whose practice patterns vary
from the norm.

~ Freidrich, chairmen
April 10—MCMS Council meeting
April 25—Sixth District Caucas

¢hairman

Events

April 5 —MCMS Canfield Fair Exhibitors Luncheon—Drs. J. Schreiber, F.

April 26—MCMS Scholarship Recognition Dinner—Dr. R. Spratt,
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Home intravenous and nutritional therapy
may be an important component for your
patient’s treatment. And with O.P.T.l.O.N.
Care’s team of qualified health care profes-
sionals, this therapy is now available to your
patient in the comfort of his/her home.

Working under your specific instruction,
O.P.T.ILO.N. Care brings your patient the
pharmaceutical products and medical

equipment necessary for successful intravenous and
nutritional therapy. Plus, our staff of pharmacists and
nurses is on call 24 hours a day to answer questions
and provide your patients with assistance.

O.P.T.I.O.N. Care's expertise in home IV and nutri-
tional therapy has made us the choice of leading physi-
cians, hospitals, HMO's and home health agencies in
the Mahoning and Shenango Valleys.

By indicating “O.P.T.1.O.N. Care’’ on your patient’s
chart, social service or home health care will contact
us directly to arrange services for your patient.

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY
OFFICE HOURS MON-FRI 8AM-5PM

WE ACCEPT NEW PATIENTS
N WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

@™ 0.PT.I.0.N. Care®

of Northeast Ohlo

MW J{ HOME Lv. & NUTRMONAL SERVICE f—)
“*WE HAVE THE SOLUTION FOR YOU"

397 CHURCHILL-HUBBARD RD * YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 44505

FAX (216) 759-1004

Set your patient’s
course for home.

'ﬁﬁ»(\;\?

© Total Parenteral (TPN) and Enteral Nutrition

@ |V Pain Control, Hydration and Chemotherapy

® |V and IM Antibiotics

® Human Growth Hormone and Interferon

® |V Medical and Wound Care Supplies

© Parenteral and Enteral Infusion Pumps and
IV Poles

© Bladder Irrigation and Incontinence Supplies

© Hickman and Central Venous Catheter
Maintenance Supplies

® Subcut: Heparin Therapy

© Parenteral Furosemide Therapy

® Free Insurance Assessment

® All Insurance Accepted

® 24-hour Availability of Registered Pharmacists
& Nurses

0O.P.T.I.O.N. CARE OF NORTHEAST OHIOis your

Enteral Nutrition Headquarters for:

MAGNACAL® SUSTACAL®
ENSURE® SUSTACAL HC®
ENSURE PLUS® ISOCAL®

ENSURE HN® ISOCAL HCN®

ENRICH® VIVONEX STANDARD®
PULMOCARE® VIVONEX T.E.N.©
OSMOLITE HN® VIVONEX HN®
TWOCAL HN® VITAL HN®

EXCEED® JEVITY®

and enteral pumps, poles and feeding sets.

YOUR LOCAL TPN. IV & IM PHARMACY
(216) 759-1332
1-800-REFER OC that's (800) 733-3762

Who cares more
about your malpractice

insurance?

We think a professional
liability insurance company
worth its salt should include

An insurance company
run by insurance men?

In spite of our growth,
PIE Mutual has retained its
firm commitment to keep-

experts in three disciplines: Or an insurance company ing malpractice insurance

medicine, law and insurance.
When push comes to shove in
a malpractice claim, you're going to need the
competent advice of all three.

PIE Mutual is a doctor-owned professional
liability underwriter which includes:
° Over 11,000 member doctors, many of whom
take an active role in Company operations such
as applicant review and claims review.
° Experienced liability insurance agents in your
area who have a reputation for quality service.
® Our prestigious retained law firm specializing
in all areas of medical professional liability.
® A financially sound reinsurance program with
Lloyd's of London, the world’s largest reinsurer.

run by doctors?

affordable. In its home state
of Ohio, PIE Mutual has
consistently offered the most competitive rates
of any carrier.

For more information on how you can become
a member insured, please call on our experts.

The PIE Mutual

Insurance Company

The Galleria & Towers at Erieview
1301 East Ninth Street
Cleveland, OH 44114

(216) 781-1087

Moreman¥erian

9251 Market Street, PO. Box 3728
Youngstown, OH 44513
(216) 758-4571
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Health Department Notes

|

Neil H. Albrman, M.PI1.
Health Commissioner
City of Youngslown,

Look Before You Eat

(44 hat’s for dinner?” used to be
‘ ;s ; somewhat of a rhetorical
question. For most families
it really didnm’t matter. We ate steak,
roast, chops, pizza, hamburgers and hot
dogs, sizzling, charbroiled and hot off
the grill; followed by rich desserts such
as cream pies, ice cream and other
wonderful delicacies. These were only
some of the foods we grew up with and
learned to enjoy.

Now, however, a new vocabulary has
made its way into common usage, a
vocabulary which makes all of us
rethink what we eat. Words like
cholesterol, LDLs, HDLUs, saturated fat,
unsaturated fat, monosaturated fat,
triglycerides, oat bran and many others
have focused the attention of physician
and non-physician alike to the backs
and sides of cans, boxes, bottles and jars
to attempt to decipher what is the nutri-
tional value of what we are about to con-
sume. Has it gone too far or not yet far
enough?

The average consumer, your patient,
as he or she reaches the magic number
of 200 + mg/dL of cholesterol has many
lifestyle choices to make. You, as his/her
physician try to suggest the very best
ways for your patient to lower his/her
cholesterol level, cut back on red meat,
eat fewer eggs, remove skin from
chicken, turkey, etc., stay away from
organ meats, whole milk products, in-
cluding cheese, ice cream, butter, etc.,
increase the intake of oat bran and on
and on. The very last piece of advice (my
personal favorite) is “READ THE
LABELS ON WHAT YOU EAT".

I am not a rocket scientist nor an
organic chemist; I am, however, an avid
grocery shopper. I also had a cholesterol
level of 255 mg/dL. Imagine my confu-
sion and frustration as I began to “READ
THE LABELS”. Fortunately, for me, my
public health background gave me a
limited but, nonetheless, good idea of
what I could and could not eat. For the
average consumer, however, the nutri-
tion label has become a virtual Tower of
Babel. We've all had the experience; food
labels are hard to read (tiny print) and
hard to understand (unrecognizable
chemical additives which we don’t know
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and are unable to determine their effect
on our cholesterol or other body
systems). I recently compared two
brands of cookies; one, an oatmeal
raisin cookie, is called the “good for you
cookie” (printed in big letters on the
front). On the back, in tiny, tiny letters
on the label read 45 calories and 0.5g of
saturated fat. The other cookie is a
popular brand of chocolate chip cookies.
The label read 50 calories and less than
one gram of saturated fat. Chocolate is
one of the no-nos for cholesterol
watchers, but a label inspection simply
doesn’t seem to send the right message.

We, therefore, applaud the Secretary
of the Department of Health and Human
Services, Louis W. Sullivan, M.D., for pro-
posing sweeping changes in the way
foods are labeled and directing the Food
and Drug Administration to undertake
a comprehensive initiative to revise the
food label. These changes will be the
first major ones since 1973.

The DHHS food labeling initiative will
be implemented by the Food and Drug
Administration in three phases, focus-
ing first on issues that will make major
contributions to the public health and
that have the greatest public consensus.
The concepts that will be developed
during each phase of the initiative are
outlined below.

Phase 1 Proposals (mid-1990):

Require nutrition labeling on most
foods, with exemptions for some food
categories, e.g., certain foods of limited
nutritional value, and foods sold by cer-
tain small businesses.

Revise the list of nutrients required
on the nutrition label. Include new
items (e.g., saturated fatty acids, fiber.
cholesterol, and calories from fat) and
make optional some currently-required
nutrients (e.g., thiamine. riboflavin. and
niacin).

Develop procedures for ensuring stan-
dard serving sizes.

Update the U.S. Recommended Daily
Allowances (U.S. RDAs).

In preparation for a later proposal.
identify nutrition label formats that
consumers might find more useful or
understandable than the current
format.
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Look Before You Eat (Continued)

Phase II Proposals (late-1990)

Define descriptors that are now
undefined, where possible (such as “low
fat” “high fiber]” and “high calcium”).

Address ingredient labeling issues,
such as whether percentage listing of in-
gredients should be required; whether
specific flavors, colors, and spices
should be declared; and whether all
sugars in a product should be labeled
together.

In preparation for a later proposal,
begin consumer testing of alternative
nutrition label formats to determine

which format best communicates nutri-
tion information to consumers.
Phase III Proposals (1991):

Propose revisions to the nutrition
label format that have been identified
through previous consumer market
research.

Evaluate public concerns about food

istandards.

We all are hopeful that after these
changes have been implemented,
changes in eating habits and choices of
healthier foods will be made easier for
all of us. HAPPY EATING! O

Before You Buy Your Next Car Let Us Show
You The Advantages of Leasing.

¢ 35 years leasing experience
e We lease any make or model

LYTLE & COMPANY

ack Ly Leasing ¢ Insurance

Mike Lytle —
833 Boardman-Canfield Road ¢ Boardman, Ohio 44512 ¢ (216) 726-4898

For professional service, call
Mr. Parker T. McHenry
Executive Vice President
742-7010

Examine Mahoning Bank
for Your Complete
Financial Needs

S

/r

—IVB=

MEMBERFDIC

—

MAHONING BANK
.your financial center

@m.. wousing
LENDER
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From the Bulletin
1

Robert R. Fisher. M.D.

50 Years Ago - February 1940

President Robert Poling wrote that
medicine had made tremendous strides
in the more recent decades. As an ex-
ample, he cited the use of Sulfapyridine
which was replacing the use of sera in
the treatment of pneumonia. It worked
in Pneumococcus infections, but caused
severe gastritis.

The new four day treatment of
Syphilis involved the intensive use of an
arsenical combined with injectable
bismuth. This medication could only be
obtained from the local Health Depart-
ment by filling out the proper forms.
The treatment of CNS Lues and
Gonococcal Arthritis, which had always
involved malaria inoculation for fever
therapy, could now be treated by the
new Hypertherm equipment available at
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Ivan Smith, Youngstown’s
first Physiatrist.

40 Years Ago - February 1950

The T.B. and Health Association
started a mass chest X-Ray survey of the
adult population in Mahoning County.
E.J. Reilly was president and Edwin
Brody was Vice-President of the Society.

New members that month were
Paxton Jones, Paul Fuzy, Jr., and Fred
Friedrich. Fred Schlecht opened his of-
fice for the practice of General Surgery,
and Arnoldus Goudsmit opened his for
the practice of Internal Medicine.

New Interns at St. Elizabeth’s were
James R. Sofranec, Henry Shorr and
Lewis Gasser. New interns at YHA were
James D. Gordon and Robert Parry.Dr.
Rummell created a stir when he an-
nounced that two female interns had
been accepted for July, at YHA.

30 Years Ago - February 1960

Fred Schlecht, now president, wrote
about the deterioration of the physician-
patient relationship. A.E. Rappoport was
elected President of the Ohio Society of
Pathologists. S.F. Gaylord was appointed
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to the Board of Directors of the
Youngstown Symphony Society.

New members that month were
Joseph G. Constantini, William D.
Loeser, Arthur V. Whittaker and Angelo
Riberi.

20 Years Ago - February, 1970

President Robert Jenkins an-
nounced the selection of a new Health
Commissioner, Dr. D.M. Greissinger,
who held a degree in Medicine as well
as a degree in Public Health. His first
action was to reopen the Venereal
Disease Clinic.

Dr. Kurt Wegner completed the
Rubella inoculation program, having in-
oculated 32,329 children up to fifth
grade. James Finley was elected Presi-
dent of the Mahoning County Academy
of General Practice. A.K. Phillips was
elected President of the staff at St.
Elizabeth Hospital. William Flynn was
appointed to three National Committees
of the American Cancer Society. Kurt
Wegner was named Pediatric Director of
the new Diagnostic and Evaluation
Clinic of the Mahoning County Mental
Health and Retardation Board.

New Active member was Charles E.
Johnson, Jr., M.D. New associate
member was YT. Chiu, Jr., M.D. and new
intern-resident member was Indira
Kohli, M.D.

10 Years Ago - February, 1980

New Society president was Pat
Brucoli, succeeding Y.T. Chiu. New presi-
dent of the staff at St. Elizabeth Hospital
was William E. Sovik,succeeding Robert
J. Hritzo. President of staff at YHA con-
tinued to be John J. “Jake” Turner. Jack
Schreiber was awarded third place in
the AMA speakers contest in the TV talk
show division.

Dr. L.H. Moyer passed away at the age
of 75. New members that month were.
Active, Geoffrey L. Chentow. M.D..
Associate: John P. Popovec. D.O. and
David S. Starr. MBBS. O
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\\ WESTERN RESERVE
CARE SYSTEM
MAMMOGRAPHY
and

DIAGNOSTIC
SERVICES

...Are now available at Beeghly Medical Park in
Boardman, as well as Northside and Southside
Medical Centers. Our new facility at Beeghly Medical
Park features:

® diagnostic and screening mammography

* needle localizations

* appointments by PHYSICIAN REFERRAL

e convenient location and pleasant
surroundings for your patient.

For more information, or to set up an appointment
for your patient, please call:

Beeghly Medical Park: 740-4080
Northside Medical Center: 740-3221
Southside Medical Center: 740-4241
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News from NEOUCOM

G. Thomas Osterfield, MLS
Archivist, NEOUCOM
Chayrman,

Theodore Shepard
Medical History Society

Interested in the History of Medicine?

eople in the Western Reserve with

an interest in the history of

medicine and health care may
want to know about the Theodore
Shepard Medical History Society, named
after Theodore Shepard (the physician
who accompanied the first surveyors of
northeastern Ohio). The Shepard Soc-
iety’s goal is to foster interest in the
history of medicine within the com-
munities of the Northeastern Ohio Uni-
versities College of Medicine
(NEOUCOM) region.

The area served by the College in-
cludes 17 counties in northeastern
Ohio: Ashland, Ashtabula, Carroll,
Columbiana, Crawford, Geauga, Holmes,
Lake, Mahoning, Medina, Portage,
Richland, Stark, Summit, Trumbull,
Tuscarawas, and Wayne.

Among the people the society is in-
terested in recruiting and supporting
are physicians interested in their spec-
ialties’ histories, historians exploring
the effects of health care upon com-
munity developments, social scientists
looking at the result of social change
upon people’s well-being, and the curi-
ous or intellectually-active citizen who
would like to share exciting and mean-
ingful knowledge.

Because the society was founded at
(and is affiliated with) the Northeastern
Ohio Universities College of Medicine
(NEOUCOM), specific activities include
the sponsorship of lectures at
NEOUCOM, identifying items of interest
which might be added to the College’s
exhibit and special collections, and en-
couragement of gifts of items, books,
and funds for the support of historical
collections and activities at the College.

The society also assists other com-
munity groups working in the same
subject area, and provides support for
the study and sharing of study results
about the area’s history of health care.
We wish to be a vital part of the network
of community groups studying their
own history and relating what they find
to regional history.

Membership is open to any interested
individual. A governing board of physi-
cians, educators, and librarians oversees
the activities of the Shepard Society and
represents it to the community.

For more information, call 747-2247,
ext. 531, or stop by the archives at the
Oliver Ocasek Regional Medical Infor-
mation Center, on the NEOUCOM
campus in Rootstown. O

Sales & Service
On All Major Brands

Elevator Access

BOARDMAN

HEARING AID SERVICES
Associated with Youngstown Hearing & Speech Center
Let Our Professional Staff of Licensed Specialists with
Over 45 Years of Service Custom Fit You with
a Hearing Aid So You Can...
HEAR THE LOVE AROUND YOU!

783-9626
5600 Market Street, Suite #4

/\\

MAICO

Authorized Dealer
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JOIN YOUR COLLEAGUES
TURN TO PICO

\ 4 | o L4

V “PICO is oper- M “PICO retains @ “Our group @ “There are

atng profitably —  Ohio’s leading pro-  practice needs many good aspects
it has substantial fessional liability choices in coverage  of a claims-made
assets and reserves.  defense counsel on  and pricing con- policy...but we

If independent au-  fee-for-service cepts. PICO offers  prefer occurrence
ditors and actuaries  basis. I know my more than any coverage. PICO

are satisfied with claim will get top other Ohio still has it, with
PICO’s financial priority and expert  insurer.” high limits and
position, so am I.”  legal services.” loss-free discounts.”

PICO/OSMA Medical Professional Liability

Insurance Program

‘co
Physicians Insurance Company of Ohio
Bates Drive, P.O. Box 281

Pickerington, Ohio 43147
614-864-7100 * Toll-free in Ohio 800-282-7515

Lo
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Youngstown
Hearing 8O
Speech
Center

6505 MARKET STREET
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 44512

We Help Children and Adults
Who Have Difficulty
™ Hearing, Speaking and Learning.

CALL US IF WE CAN BE OF SERVICE.

6505 Market Street, Beeghly Medical Park 726-8855

. J

. Your patients don't just  * VIDEOS *ARTICLES
want to get better... « BROCHURES

they want to stay
well. And they E/\DQlé
want you to tell SurPTISING-MARKETING
them how. Letus PUBLIC RELATIONS
help you educate

and inform your

4845 Market Street

; Youngstown, OH
patients. (216) 782-8061
Advertising List
Barrett Cadillac .. .................. 15 MRI ..o 9
Boardman Hearing . ... ............. 24 OPTLON: so:awsms smu samsmmsmnme oo 19
Culcasi.........coviiiiin.. 15 Packer, Thomas & Co. ................ 2
DeBald & Co.,Inc. . ................. 15 PICO: . «ov s iimosdosas s.0ms sms amsgms 25
5th Ave. Radiologists . . .............. 11 Regional Imaging .................. 12
FALLAS . e o v 506 5 858 86 465 ame 2me ame 26 Stillson & Donahay . ................ 13
Gluck Agency ...................... 4 Spath & Zimmerman ............... 14
Lytle & Company. .................. 21 Speech Pathogists .. ................ 15
Mahoning Bank ................... 21 Visiting Nurses . . ................... 7
Medical Protective . . . ................ 5 Western Reserve Care System. . . . .. 23&27
Moreman-Yerian ................... 19 Youngstown Hearing and Speech . . . . .. 26
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\\‘ WESTERN RESERVE
CARE SYSTEM

April 12, 1990

M. Anthony’s

Boardiman, OH

SYMPOSIUM

U Y W B RHEUMATOLOGY

For Further
O DCTT LN LTI A Joyce R. Burns,
Administrative Coordinator,
Medical Education
Western Reserve Care System
(216) 740-4462
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Mahoning County Medical Society
5104 MARKET STREET, YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44512-2147

The Medical-Dental Bureau provides the Physician
and Dental community with much needed office
services. Since we understand your needs, we provide
the best dollar value in the tri-county area.

Services provided:

Telephone Answering
¢ Targeted to the needs of the Medical community.

e Numerous line services available for your particular
needs.

Collections:
¢ Collect past due accounts.

¢ Individual attention to each account so as to
maximize dollars collected.

e Fee based on collection.

For complete details please telephone your

Medical-Dental
Bureau, Inc.

901 Home Savings & Loan Bldg.
275 Federal Plaza West
Youngstown, Ohio 44503

(216) 744-4040

Judy Bloomberg, Manager




