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Minutes of Joint Meeting of Academic Council and Academic Affairs Committee 
Attending were Deans Byo, Charignon, Dykema, Edgar, Miller, Paraska, Swartz, 
Dr. Coffield, Dr. Behen, Mrs. Batty, Dr. Bridgham, Dr. Chrisp, Mr. Dillon, 
Mr. Fortunato, Dr. Hare, and Dr. Richley. 

Engineering Science Room 213 - 4:00 p.m. 

November 4, 1968 

The meeting was cal led to order at 4:05 p.m. The purpose of this meeting was 
for consideration of the document on Withdrawals, Warnings, etc. 

After discussion, Dr. Richley moved the second sentence in (2) of Recommendation 1 
should read as follows: 

A withdrawal made after the three-to-six week period will be recorded 
as an F unless the withdrawal was the result of circumstances over 
which the student had no control, as shown by evidence presented 
by the student in a petition to the appropriate dean. 

Dean Edgar seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Dean Charignon moved that the following become (3) in Recommendation 1 and that 
the present (3) and (4) become (4) and (5) respectively: 

Any grade of F assigned because of absence may be reviewed upon 
petition to the appropriate dean. 

Dean Dykema seconded. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Batty moved acceptance of Recommendation 1 as amended. Dr. Richley seconded. 
Motion carried. 

After a general discussion on Recommendation 2 the following motion was made: 

Dean Edgar moved to eliminate (2) in Recommendation 2 thereby making 
paragraphs (3) and (4}, (2) and (3). 

Dean Mi Iler seconded. Motion carried. 

Dr. Hare moved that the fol lowing paragraph (4) be added in Recommendation 2: 

The present E grade is hereby discontinued. Dean Edgar seconded. 
Motion carried. 

Dean Paraska moved that Recommendation 2 be adopted as amended. Mrs. Batty 
seconded. Motion carried. 



,1 I 
I I 
I I 

Dean Swartz moved that the first sentence on the second page of Recommendation 3 
should read as follows: 

Transfer students admitted in good standing or on probation must meet 
those point average requirements indicated for their total hours 
including transfer hours accepted by the University. 

Dr. Chrisp seconded. Mo t ion carried . 

Dean Swartz moved we accepted Recommendation 3 as amended. Mrs . Botty seconded. 
Motion carried. 

The committees agreed to present the document to the Senate, as amended, as a 
joint document. 

A copy of the revised recommendations is attached. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 



(i) Present grades of~!? a nC: \•. , be 'I - .. ' : 
r:; 1 ; f':l i r.~ ·:..:e c. ; subst·tute W for with-

drawals properly processed, F otherwise. W1 s will not enter into grade 

point computat ion; F's app iy as usual. 

(2) W be given for all wlt~C:rawa ls prope rly processed during the first 

six weeks of any quarter (er first t hree weeks of eithe r split summer session) . 

A wit hdrawal ma de after the three-to-six w~ek pe riod will be recorded as an 

F unless the wit hd rawal was t~e result of circumstances over which the student 

had no control, as shown by ev iden ce presented by the student in a petition 

to the appropriat e dean . 

(3) Any g ra de of F assigned because of absence may be reviewed upon 

pe tition to the appropriate dean . 

(4) By 11 proper·1y processed" in the above: is mea nt withdraw a ls made in 

conformity with the instructio~s on the off;cial Change of Regi stration for m. 

(5) Where withdrawals change th e status of a student (full - time to part 

t i me ) , the student immediateiy forfeits any privileges contingent upon 

full-time status, and all in'·e rested pcrt:85 wh i ch l egal ly requ ire it 

wil 1 be notified (draft boards, scholarship or loan- supporting agencies, etc.). 



' I RECOM~ENDAT 10~ 2; 

(1) The grade of l may be ;iv~n to a st~d ~~ ~ who has been doing satisfactory 

v1ork in a course but who, fer rec.sons beyond his control and deemed justrfiable 

by the reache r, has not cc:;,p]e'~e d all r e-=!uir:?; ir,ents for a course when g rades 

were subm i tted. A written ex?i~nat!on of r~ e r eason f or the I must be 

forwarded to the records off ic~ f o r inclus:o~ in the student 1 s permanent 

record, with cop i es to the stutent, deparrnent chairma n, and the dean of 

the school . A standard for~, whi ch Gust include a record of th e student 1 s 

grade at t he time he l eft the ccurse, Is p rovided for this pur pose . 

It must be emphasized that an l ~ay be used o nl y f or a student whose 

previous wo r k i n that course h~s been s atisfacto ry, and on ly for rea sons 

beyond that student 1 s contro !n no c c:se r~,:.y an I be used to allow a 

deficient student extra ti~e to ave!~ f2i li n9 t he course . 

(2) Unti 1 the .l_ is co nvert-d, it wi 1 ·1 not be included in t he calculation 

of the student 1 s point avera ge . 

(3) Department chairmen are granted authority to convert grades of 

into f i nal grades in cas es where teachers may have severed con nections 

with t he University or have become inca paci t a ted before accompl ishing 

conversion of the grade . 

(4) The present E grade is he reby discontinued . 



into , fou r c~tegor;es c~ 2caC: e~: c s~~~~s ~ ~v~ cac~ estaj] ished: good 

stand ing , wa rnin g, p rojat : c~, c~a s~s~c~s : on .. ne las t three categories 

are in ten ded as ext enda~ Cp?cr ~~~: t: c s :o ;er~i t a stL.:dent ult i matel y t o 

ach i eve graduation , not as pu~:sh~c~ts . ' . ' 'v/,1 ; en ~ C3iiS an un -

specified pe ri od of se?c.r a"Ci on from i:hc Jn:ve :- s ity , assumes t he possibility 

of o great e r rna tur;ty which w: '.1 ir,crc2s c -~ha s-:::L.:dent 1 s judgn·,en t a r.d 

responsibility, qualities w~ich sho uld im?:-ove his capacity for academic 

achi eveme nt . 

Re cogniz ing that t he tr2n s i"Ci on f ro~ hi;h school to coll ege may be a 

d if fi cult one, th e mlnlrnL.: m levei s of acaC:emic 2chievement durin g the 

s tude n1.: 1 s f irst two years in cc ·i lege have b2en set somewhat below wha t will 

be required of him in order to grad uat e . Th e point averages required a re 

as follows: 

Cr. H !-s . G '?A 

·: - 1 ~ ·, L:. I 

·1 5- 15 1 . 5 I 

38 - ~- ~ 1 .6 
L: 5- 59 i . 7 
60- 74 1 n . o 
75- 89 1 .9 
90+ 2 . 0 

A student who fails be l cvJ t ~,e specified .:i ve rage for the nu mber of hours 

he has passed wi 11 be wa r ne C: that he has cropped below the minimum grade for 

good standin g . If by t he enci of th e fc '. lcNing quarter he has fa il ed to 

bring his average up to th e m:nim~r.i, he wI11 be put on probat ion. If at 

the end of the prob ati on a ry quar t e r he has failed to b ring his average 

up to t he minimum , he wi ll be SL!si:,2nC:ed; hc,-.,ever, i f he makes substantial 

improvement durin g a prob at ionary quarte~-- ave ra ges at least 2.25 for 

that quarter -- he w; ·, ·. be ccr,"Cinued on p: c.'.., a t ion even thou£h h·s cur.iulative 



) 

average does ~c~ reacn t~a ~ - ~ - ~~ ~-

Transfer stu~ents acmi: r~~ .. , sc~~ s:~~ ~:~g er en probation ~ust Geet 

t hose poin t av~rase re~~;ra~~ ~~s ini:c~:ei for t heir total hours in c ludins 

transfer hours accepted by th e G~!ve:siry . 

Regulations for stude~ts wi r~ 58 o: ~era ~u2 rter hours : a student with 

Junlor or Senior stand: n£ ~ay b2 he:d to 2ny re~ui r ements deemed ~ecessary 

by his school dean in ord2: :o restore or maintain academic standing. 

Probation or suspension may be em~ loy ed at the ciean's discretion . 



status categories . 

i . Ai·1 t ~e recoiT.~ncr,cJc.·i.::;0 .-;:.:: :.ss~::.,._; \ "-·/ ·~;-. ..:·.:: c. ·;"I;-ic:~ cve rc. 1: poi :-1t 
a,1et- 2;2: c-:= 2.0 Cd'" D0tt 2; "-'-'! ·; ·1 ::,~ :~~,: . :....: .-cc /ct ~;-c..c'.L:z..·~ion:. a:1d (D) t:lct 
!c is unreasonable ~o ~e~a~~ a ~o;~t ~v~rcs2 ~~a t h! sh of ~11 scudents 
fro.7l th e bc9inni;1g of t~e;~ cv·:·:._.:,....; c~~: 22:-~ -:-:1~ first c:ssum?Iion wii1 
nae be argued because it ap;a2rs re be ~~e 2st2bi :s~ ed practice in A~er '.can 
co lleges . - he second ass~~;c:o~ ls s~sc~ o~ the fact that as a stace 
institution we are requirec cc ai~:~ a! : ~~:o residen~s who have graduated 
fro~ an accred ited ~!gh schooi, ro ~~~~~ r ho~ low che!r acad ~~ ic standi~£ 
~ay have been at rhc tisc of g r~ ~~c~:n; frc~ h!g~ school . So~e of these 
st~dents are pro~ably incapa~l~ of gr2du2~:~g fro~ college, others though 
pro~ably capable of a chi eving coil ege gr2du2rion are se rious ly handi ca?pe ~ 
because of incd eq u~te ;):-epar-.:.·~~o~ ;n hI~:1 scl--:001, c;;.8·cional or inte11ectua1 
irr,;r1atu1ity, di-f ·:=icu ·:ty i n .::.Cjcstir.s -~o -~:~ . ...:: 1·;c\·J c:c~Cernic situc.tion, oi-
unwi 1 l in gness to acce?t i~sc~1~~c:y t~2 src2 t2r ~emans made by co llege 
:r.struc~io;1. Sin..:e our e.A~c.-:2~.ce h.:s si--:c·:1:1 ~hc. t ~ good rr,c:r.y students 
who start out with a pol Gt ~verase we; '. beicw 2.0 ~o ultimately g ra duate, 
it appears socially desirable tnat such s ~ude~ts be given a reasonable 
opportunity of s tay!ng in col !ese unti l t~ey have demons trat ed e ith er 
their inability to do co llese wcrk or their ca pac ity to overcome their 
initial diffi cult ies . 

~ The present requirement th2t 2 student have a point average of 2 . 0 
whe n he becomes a sophomore after havlng be en required to have 1 . 5 during 
his f reshman yea r was carrie~ over from the semester system. As a result 
c. srndent who was in i;;ood sec.:1di ,g v,1it r, ·, .5 at the end of his freshman 
yea r cannot possibly achieve 2 2.0 average in t he on e quarter in which 
he chan ges from freshr..an to sophon~ore stctus . The su gges ted gradual 
increase from a minimum of 1 . 4 r o 2.0 over a period of six quarters 
should make the stL.idents much ~:·.c:-e a1;1are of the jeopardy th at they are 
in and also much more I ikely that they can rescue themselves from their 
difficulties wi thout having tc unocrgo th e m~ jor shock of suspension . 

3 , The new catego ry of warning sho~ld ~ccentuate the student 1 s awareness 
of his academic status and, it is to be ho?ed, wo uld save a good many of 
them from being placed on probatlon. 

4. The premature or artlficial imposition of a higher grading standard 
may have disastrous effects on the sradlng practi ces of teachers. Wh en 
a tea cher is very much aware th~c ~he as s i gning of an F, D, C, or even B 
grade rather than a higher one m~y result in putting a student on probat i on 
or on suspension, he may sometir,~es g ive a scuden t a higher grade th,rn is 
deserved because he is reluctant to seem to have the responsibi 1 ity fo r 
jeopardizing the student 1 s academic status. Discussions with teachers 
whose grade distribution shows an excessive number of A1 s and B1 s have 
made i t quite clear that in too many instances the higher grades were not 
earned by the students but were given to them to prevent the student from 
being excluded from an academic category w~ich his earned grade would not 
have entitled him to. The gr2cual incre2se in the po i nt average requirement 
from qua r ter to quarter shoulci remove a grea t deal of this pressure from 
the teachers. 



5. Las t but not least :t s~o~:d ~c ~O.:{~c c~c t~ a: t he pr esent s2:ective 
s~rvice 1e.gw12·~;c ;-.s tc: .--.d 'C c \\·u.-:~.:. ~r.:.~c .~ '.-.;;.:-.:: sh :~ on '-'=~ e stLde:-1 :: v~1 i "~hou t 
~oney . A stuclen: who c&~ 2}fo:ci '.: c&: ~: :c:~ colle£e fu i l - t:~e 2nd 

.. b d~ ,- .. - .. Go rmal :y e ere rre o rro~ ::~ c:~: c ~n: , . 
~a; ree . Because he does ~o: ~av2 :o ~0 1

~ ~ ]o~ to sup po rt hlmself he can 
2evo te ful l time :o ~ i s stu~y =ni s~o~ : J , s:cnted a s ac is fac tory s ecoGdary 
sc\oo l prepara:ion 2n d 2d2~ u~:c : Gte l~ iccnc~, be 2~le t o r emai n in gcod 

But vJ i '..::hout t he 
~2cessary money he ~~sc }: nc ~ Joo :~ h2 :s s oin g :o su rv ive e conomicall y 
w~; le go:ng throu sh colleg8, 2n( p~ r: - :: ~2 ~abs are not always availa bl e . 
i,e:ve:- t he~ess, if he: is -~o be ::.c:-c1;-2.C ;-.~ ~ .. \..,s-~ c~rry a fu11 ioad . !n -
evi tab!y t h i s ~aans :~at s o~e ~2'.c st~dc:ts c t: emo t t o carry fu l l ac ademi c 
leads and fu]j wa r~ load s wlt~ ~;s~s ~rous r2sults so fa r as t hei r poin t 
averages are concerned . T~e sLgg~sted cha~;8s vou)d no t , of cours e, 
e ·, iminate th e f unda:-,;enta1 :.-,e;;u:.:y , bu ·~ tr,ey vJou]d probably mitiga t e i t 
LO so me ext e~ t, w~ich ls abc~ t all we c~~ 


