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SATURDAY, AUGUST TWENTIETH 

Two THOUSAND AND FIVE 

TEN O'CLOCK, BEEGHLY CENTER 



Youngstown State University-An Innovative Educational Leader 

Founded in 1908, Youngstown State Univer

sity originally served 160 students with about 
a dozen faculty members and provided ex

panded educational opportunity for all 

people-store clerks and factory managers, 
steel industry workers, newly arrived immi

grants, women and men, and both part-time 

and full-time learners. 

This progressive spirit guided the development 

of the institution as it evolved from a YMCA 

technical institute, later as Youngstown 

College (1928), then as Youngstown 

University (1955) and, in 1967, as 

Youngstown State University, a member of the 

Ohio public higher education system. 

Today, Youngstown State University is a 

leading comprehensive university, serving 

more than 13,000 full- and part-time students 

with 120 undergraduate programs, 40 

master's degree programs and a doctorate in 

education. There are more than 420 full-time 

faculty and 750 professional and support staff 

members in seven colleges, schools and 

administrative departments. 

Alma Mater 

In partnership with schools and the corporate 

and non-profit communities, Youngstown 

State University promotes diversity and 

excellence in teaching, research, and service 

to increase the educational attainment and 

economic and environmental vitality of the 

region. 

Throughout its 97-year history, Youngstown 

State University has been cited as an 

innovative educational leader. It has also been 

recognized through numerous awards-both 

in academics and athletics-as one of the best 

urban, public, comprehensive universities in 

the United States. 

Each graduate we celebrate today is a YSU 

Success Story. They join more than 80,000 

outstanding alumni members across the 

nation and around the world. 

All hail to thee, 0 Youngstown, 
Our Alma Mater fair; 

In sunlight and starshine 
We see thee in all thy glory. 

The Red and the White, thy glorious colors, 
Ever we praise and hold them 

High to the breeze as the symbol of our 
Most loyal allegiance. 

This anthem, 0 Youngstown, 
Our pledge of trust shall be 

That thy sons and daughters 
Shall keep faith with thee forever. 



PROGRAM 
PRELUDE ..... ... ... ......... ............. ... .. ................ .. ... ................................ ....... ........................ ............ "National Emblem March" E. E. Bagley 

"Men of Ohio" Henry Fillmore 
YSU Symphonic Wind Ensemble 

Shawn D. Vondran, Conductor, 
Dana School of Music, College of Fine and Performing Arts 

ACADEMIC PROCESSIONAL.. ............ .... ... ................................................................. ... ... "March from Suite in Eb" by Gustav Holst 
"Pomp and Circumstance" from March No. 1 by Edward Elgar 

"March Processional" by Clare Grundman 

WELCOME ............. ......... ..... ... ..... .... ....... ......... .. ...... ............................. .. ............... ...... ........ .............. .. .............. .... ................ David C. Sweet 
President 

NATIONAL ANTHEM .... ..... ...... ..... .......................... .................. .......................................... Dr. Misook Yun, Associate Professor of Music 
Dana School of Music, College of Fine and Performing Arts 

STUDENT REFLECTION ............................................ ............................. .... ................... .............. .... .. David Holbrook, Graduating Senior 
William Rayen College of Engineering and Technology 

INTRODUCTION OF TRUSTEES ..................... .... ............ ..... ..... .... .. ..... ........ ......... ....... ............... .... .............. ....... ..... ....... . President Sweet 

GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER; 
PRESENTATION OF THOMAS R. HOLLERN TO RECEIVE 
THE HONORARY DEGREE DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS .................................................. ......................................... H. S. Wang 

Chairperson of the Board of Trustees 

ADDRESS .................... ...... .... ..... ...... ................... ... ... ............ ....... ................................... ................. ....... ........... ... ...... ... .... Thomas R. Hollem 
Area President, National City, Northeast Region 

MUSICAL SELECTION ..... ............................................... .. ..... .. .... ......... .................................. .......... ....... "Hollywood!" by Warren Baker 

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES ATTAJNING UNIVERSITY HONORS ..................................... ... .. ......................... Robert Herbert 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

CONFERRING OF DEGREES ... .. .... ... ............................................................. ... ...... ... .............................. .. ..... ....... ......... .... President Sweet 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES ... ........ . Peter J. Kasvinsky, Dean of the School of Graduate Studies and Research 
Phillip Ginnetti, Dean of the Beeghly College of Education 

Cynthia S. Hirtzel, Dean of the William Rayen College of Engineering and Technology 
Joseph Edwards, Interim Dean of the College of Fine and Performing Arts 

John J. Yemma, Dean of the Dr. Dominic A. and Helen M. Bitonte College of Health and Human Services 
Ikram Khawaja, Interim Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 

Betty Jo Licata, Dean of the Williamson College of Business Administration 

WELCOME FROM YSU ALUMNI SOCIETY ........................................................................................ ................. Lawrence H. Richards 
President, YSU Alumni Society 

CLOSING REMARKS .................. ................. ....... ..... .......... ... ....... .... ... ...... ..... ..... .......... ....................... ... ....... ..... .................. President Sweet 

ALMA MATER ................ ... ... .. ..... .......... ......................................................... ......... ............. ........ ... .............. ... ....... ......... ...... ... Professor Yun 
From Symphony No. 1, by Johannes Brahms/arr. by Robert E. Fleming 

RECESSIONAL.. ............................................................................................................................. "The Thunderer" by John Philip Sousa 
"His Honor" by Henry Fillmore 

"The Federal" by John Philip Sousa 

RECEPTION ..... ..... .. .......... ... .... .......... ... .... .. .. .......... .... ................... ...... ...... .......... .. ........ ... ... .................. Kilcawley Center, Chestnut Room 

H. S. Wang, Chairperson of the Board of Trustees, and Provost Herbert will invest Mr. Hollern with the hood. 
The audience is asked to be seated after the singing of the Alma Mater and to remain seated during the remainder of the program and the 
recessional. Photographs requiring the 11se of flash eq11ipment may not be taken while exercises are in progress. 



Commencement Speaker 
and Recipient of the Degree 

Honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters 

Thomas R. Hollern 

Recently honored as 
the Youngstown State 
University Alumni 
Association's Dis
tinguished Citizen 
of 2005, Thomas R. 
Hollern is area presi
dent of National City, 
Northeast Region. As 
an active community 
leader, Hollern serves 
on the boards of a 
wide range of organi
zations. 

Hollern's extensive civic involvement includes 
membership on the board of trustees and execu-
tive committee of the Community Corporation. He 
serves as vice chairman of the Forum Health 
board of trustees and is chairman of its finance 
committee. Hollern chairs the Western Reserve 
Health Foundation's board of trustees and serves on 
the boards of the Butler Institute of American Art, 
the Watson Foundation and the United Way of Ma
honing County. He is also an active member of the 
Youngstown Foundation's distribution committee and 
the Youngstown Country Club. 

A longtime supporter of Youngstown State University, 
Hollern was instrumental in establishing a National 
City endowed scholarship. In addition to serving 
actively on the campaign cabinet for the Andrews Rec
reation and Wellness Center, he also contributed gener
ously to the building fund and provided the resources 
needed for the University's Operations Improvement 
Taskforce. He is a member of the President's Council. 
YSU's Office of Intercollegiate Athletics has also been 
touched by his generosity as a loge holder through 
NCB. 

A native of Meadville, Pennsylvania, Hollem earned a 
B.S. in Business Administration from Gannon Univer
sity. He resides in Canfield with his wife Carole. They 
have two sons, Andrew and Gregory, who reside in 
Columbus. 
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Undergraduate 
Commencement 
Student Speaker 

James D. Holbrook graduates today with a Bachelor 
of Science in Applied Science in electrical engineering 
technology. As a typical Youngstown State University 
student, Holbrook has had a full schedule of work, 
school, and family. 

Mr. Holbrook has been working in the electrical 
industry since 1997 and has been employed since 
October 2001 at Scheeser " Buckley " Mayfield, Inc. 
Consulting Engineers. It is here, Holbrook says, that 
he has found his education most rewarding. He 
has been able to work on building design projects 
for universities, hospitals, institutions, and various 
other building types. After graduation he plans 
to continue employment with the firm and take 
the Fundamentals of Engineering Exam soon after 
graduation. He will be taking the NCQLP Lighting 
Certified Exam in November and become a member 
of the Illuminating Engineering Society of North 
America in the fall of 2005. 

Outside the working world, Holbrook is very active 
in his church. He is a member of the Warren Revival 
Center where he teaches young people and plays 
both percussion and keyboard. Holbrook says 
he finds it "very rewarding to help young people 
achieve their goals 
and show them that 
they can overcome 
life's challenges and 
be successful." He 
also enjoys playing 
golf in his free time 
and camping with his 
family throughout the 
year. 

James D. Holbrook 



CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
Because the list of candidates had to be prepared in advance, it is tentative. The diploma, together with a certified 
transcript, is the proof of graduation. 

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 

Doctor of Education 

Deborah Ann Grant, 
B.A., M.S. in Ed. 

Debra Ding Quinn, 
B.S., M.S. in Ed. 

Malone College Bowling Green State University, 
Youngstown State University 

Educational Leadership 
Whispers of Underachievers 

Youngstown State University 
Educational Leadership 
Teacher Descriptions of the Effects of 
an Arts-infused Curriculum on the 
Achievement of Economically 
Disadvantaged Students 

Master of Arts 
Abdulsalam Alhassan, B.S. 
University of Ghana 
Economics 

Anthony Bennin, B.S. 
University of Ghana 
Economics 

Gayle E. Balash, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Economics 

Athena Marie Dilullo, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
English 
Thesis: Our Small Town: 
Building a Realistic Portrait of 
Small Town America in Richard 
Russo's "Empire Falls" 

John Dog bey, B.A. 
University of Ghana 
Economics 
Thesis: A Cointegration Model 
of the Effect of Industrial 
Production and Foreign 
Exchange Availability on 
Nigeria's Imports 

Amy Irene Flick, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
English 
Thesis: Equally Imperative: A 
Reconciliation of the 
Experiential and the 
Empirical In 
Composition Research 

Isa Marie Furey, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Economics 

Kata Gainard, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
History 

Wayne Stanley Howell, B.A. 
West Virginia University 
English 

Erik Richard Johnson, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Economics 

Diana Kauffman, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
English 

Chaya Kessler, B.A. 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
History 
Thesis: Vilna Remembered and Vilna 
Imagined: The Struggle of the Vilna 
Jewish Community to Recreate Its Past 

Megan Lynn Reed, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
History 

Pamela Lynn Stennis, B.A. 
Westminster College 
English 
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Kelly Ann Walsh, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
English 
Thesis: Joan Didion: Content and 
Form 

Francine Ann Zelenak, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
English 

Master of Business 
Administration 

Nicholas K. Cannon, B.S. 
University of Connecticut 
General 

Kelsey Snowe Codner, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

David Alan Corso, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Rodney Dean Culp, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Valerie Ann Dill, B.E. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Lori A. Eusanio, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 



SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH (continued) 

John M. Gardner, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Nicholas M. Harvey II, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

James H . Herschel, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Parul Jain, B.S. 
University of Delhi 
General 

Krista L. Johnson, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Timothy James Lintner, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Christopher Scott Mariotti, 
B.S.B.A. 

Youngstown State University 
Accounting 

William Jack Miner, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Kimberly Marie Pleva, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Paul Jon Polesnak, B.S. 
The Pennsylvania State 

University 
General 

James Bernard Smith rv, 
B.S.B.A. 

Youngstown State University 
General 

Joseph Russel Smith, 
B.S.E., M.S.E. 

Youngstown State University 
General 

Stephen Albert Taraszewski, 
B.S.A.S. 

Youngstown State University 
Management 

Tiffinae Rochelle Ware, B.B.A. 
Kent State University 
General 

Ryan M . Zwick, B.E. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Executive MBA Program 
James Lester Buchanan, Jr., 

B.S.A.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Executive 

Joseph F. Caruso, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Executive 

Charles Raymond Dellick IV, 
B.S.A.S. 

Youngstown State University 
Executive 

Glen Eric Folsom, B.S.A.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Executive 

Kathryn Lynn Lima, B.S. in Ed. 
Southern Arkansas University 
General 

Brian L. Martorana, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Executive 

Jennifer Ann Ristvey, B.S. 
Kent State University 
Executive 

Robert William Rupeka, B.A. 
Case Western Reserve 

University 
Executive 

Eric P. Shuster, B.S. 
University of Cincinnati 
Executive 

4 

Steven Michael Suchy, B.S. 
Wright State University 
Executive 

Anthony Thomas Trevena, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Executive 

Martin R. Williard, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Executive 

MBAProgram 
FirstEnergy Site 

Mark Steven Ackerman, B.S. 
Penn State University 
General 

Deborah Lee Argentine, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Roy K. Brosi, B.S. 
University of Pittsburgh 
General 

Thomas Sylvester Cosgrove, B.S. 
U.S. Naval Academy 
General 

Clifford Irvin Custer, B.S. 
University of Pittsburgh 
General 

Ronald Timothy Green, B.S. 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
General 

David Matthew Haser, B.S. 
University of Pittsburgh 
General 

Paul Andrew Hogan, B.S.A.S. 
Youngstown State University 
General 

Robert Wayne Huston, Jr., B.S. 
Grove City College 
General 

Jeffery Michael Kramer, B.S. 
Pennsylvania State 

University 
General 



SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH (continued) 

Robert Alan Kuhn, B.S 
Pennsylvania State University 
General 

Ann Marie Ryan, B.S. 
Point Park College 
General 

John Charles Swanson, Jr., 
B.S. 

Pennsylvania State University 
General 

Master of Music 
William David Amendol, 

B.M. 
Youngstown State University 
Performance 

Jason WilliamClark, B.M. 
Youngstown State University 
Music Theory and 

Composition 
Thesis: Pitch Organization & 
Structure in Sergei Prokofiev's 
Quintet Op 39, First Movement 

Kevin David Kifer, B.M. 
University of Cincinnati 
Music Education 

Master of Public Health 
Jennifer Suhovecky Gallo, 

B.S.A.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Public Health 

Michele L. Lorubbio, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Public Health 
Thesis: Community Diagnostic 
and Planning Conference: 
Childhood Obesity 

John Joseph Rindy, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Public Health 

Charlotte Jane Stahl, 
B.S.N., M.S.N. 

Youngstown State University 
LaRoche College 

Public Health 

Master of Science 
Desire Lorlomyo Ankah, B.S. 
University of Ghana 
Mathematics 
Thesis: Graduating Mortality Rates 
Using P-S Plines 

Reuben Selase Yao Asempapa, 
B.S.E. 

University of Cape Coast 
Mathematics 

Charles K. Assuah, B.S. 
Kwame Nkrumah University of 

Science and Technology 
Mathematics 
Thesis: Nonlinear Differential 
Equations and Stability 

Danielle Marie Bequeath, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Criminal Justice 
Thesis: Juvenile Court Dispositions: 
Alternatives and Limitations 

Edwin Ian Boadi, B.S. 
University of Ghana 
Mathematics 
Thesis: Investigation of the Risk 
Factors on the Roads of Ohio, A 
Polytomous Logistic Reression 
Approach 

Paul C. Brenner, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Criminal Justice 
Thesis: The Affects of Fear on 
Willingness to Surrender Rights in 
Times of Crisis: A Terror Theorem 

Timothy Michael Chase, B.A. 
Plymouth State University 
Mathematics 

Holly S. DeBemardo, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Chemistry 
Thesis: How Does the Quality of 
Learning Science Affect Teachers' 
Perceptions of their Abilities? 

Christine Marie Dolphin, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Biology 
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Bala Krishna Ereventi, B.S. 
Osmania University 
Chemistry 

David Christopher Frew, B.A. 
Grove City College 
Mathematics 

Guy P. Gadola III, B.S. 
University of Pittsburgh 
Mathematics 

Robert S. Goeltz, B.S.B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Criminal Justice 
Thesis: Exploratory and Inferential 
Study of Arson Statistial Validation 

Nathaniel Paul Grove, B.S. 
University of Pittsburgh 
Chemistry 
Thesis: Chemx: Assessing 
Cognitive Expectations for 
Learning Chemistry 

Bonetta Kristina Guyette, B.A. 
Hiram College 
Environmental Studies 
Thesis: Physical, Chemical, and 
Biological Characteristics of Congress 
Lake Outlet, Stark and Portage 
Counties, Ohio 

Eric Karl Keylor, B.A. 
Yale University 
Mathematics 
Thesis: Boulez: An Intelligent 
Tutoring System for Twentieth
Centun; Music 

Brenda G. Lee, B.S. 
Mount Union College 
Environmental Studies 
Thesis: Relationship Between PAHS 
and Microbial Community Structure 
in Mahoning River Bank Sediments 

Christine Andrea Lucarielli, B.S. 
Pennsylvania State University 
Chemistry 
Thesis: The Impact of Cooperative 
Learning on the Affective Dimensions 
of Learning Science in High School 
BiologtJ 



SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH (continued) 

Krishna Kishore Mandava, B.S. 
Rajiv Gandhi University of 

Health Science 
Chemistry 
Thesis: Chemical Modeling of the 
Active Site Reaction Mechanisms of 
Superoxide Dismutase 

Mathew Thomas Maust, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Chemistry 
Thesis: Conversion of L-Rhomnase 
to N-AcehJl-L-fucosamine 

Leslie D. McSparrin, B.S. 
Clarion University of 

Pennsylvania 
Chemistry 
Thesis: The Effect of Guided Inquiry 
on Student Misconceptions in 
Chemistry 

Jeffrey Allen Meyers, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Chemistry 

Valerie Ann Meyers, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Chemistry 

Sandirai Mercy Musuka, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Biology 
Thesis: The role of uterine Natural 
Killer cells in preeclampsia 

Allison Danielle Pfaff, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Mathematics 

Ward James Shaffer, B.S. 
Penn State University 
Mathematics 
Thesis: The Cyclic Reduction of 
Tridiagonal Systems 

Craig Richard Smith, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Chemistry 
Thesis: Facile Preparation of 
Glycomimetics from Uronic Acids 

Patrick Grape Stephenson, B.S. 
Penn State University 
Mathematics 

Lisa Michelle Tarcy, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Biology 
Thesis: Proteomic Profile of 
Penicillium marneffei infected murine 
macrophages 

David Paul Temelkoff, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Chemistry 
Thesis: Approaches to the Efficient 
Synthesis of N-Glycusyl Amides 
and Triazoles 

Mark D. Tronzo, B.S.M.E., B.S., 
M.S.E. 

Geneva College 
Youngstown State University 

Mathematics 
Thesis: Spectral Inclusion Sets for 
Matrices 

Travis David Weaver, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Chemistry 
Thesis: Synthesis of C-Glycosides 
as Carbohydrate Mimics 

Zinde Zhang, B.E. 
Jilin University 
Mathematics 

Master of Science in Education 
Kelli J. Allen-Scafuro, B.S. in Ed. 
Edinboro University of 

Pennsylvania 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Matthew Vincent Altomare, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Middle Grades 

Molly Patricia Alvarez, A.B. 
Youngstown State University 
Counseling 
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Kendra M. Beach, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Counseling 

Addie Jane Bender, B.A. 
Mount Union College 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Curriculum 

Donald L. Blosser, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Curriculum 

Sarah Jane Burbick, B.S. in Ed. 
Kent State University Master 
Teacher - Special Education, 

Gifted & Talented Education 
Specialist 

Michelle Marie Chicone, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Curriculum 

Julie Annmarie Clark, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Slippery Rock University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Curriculum 

Shawn William Cobey, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Bernice Carol Collise, B.M. 
Heidelberg College 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Mary Christine Connors, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Counseling 

Karen L. Cordova, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Secondary, 

Curriculum 



SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH (continued) 

Rebecca Ann DeGeorge, A.B. 
Edinboro University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Diana Marie DiPofi, B.S. in Ed. 
Ohio University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Kristen Marie Doan, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Middle Grades 

Michelle Elizabeth Esper, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Slippery Rock University 
Master Teacher - Special 

Education, Gifted & Talented 
Education Specialist 

Christopher J. Frank, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Secondary, 

Physical Education 

Anthony Joseph Frengel, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Counseling 

Bret John Gensburg, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Secondary, 

Educational Technology 

Gary Scott Getz, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Secondary, 

Mathematics 

Wendy Louise Gibson, B.S. 
Grove City College 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 
Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Monica Gonzalez, B.S. 
Youngstown State University 
Counseling 

Lauren R. Hazelkom-Thorp, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Counseling 

Antonietta Diana Iacobacci, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Marguerite JoAnna Jarman, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Allyson Marie Jones, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Lynn Annette Joslin, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

John Paul Kelly, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Norene Kenyhercz, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Secondary, 

Curriculum 

Jodi Marie Kosek, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Christine Marie Lett, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Curriculum 

Stephanie Suzanne Licate, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Lake Erie College 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Amy Lynn Light, B.A., B.A. 
Yennard College 

Buena Vista College 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

7 

Jill Lynn Lucarell, B.A. 
Youngstown State University 
Counseling 

Lisa Marie Malcomson, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Janice K. Marzano, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Heather Eve Mastemick, B.A. 
John Carroll University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Amanda Marie McNinch, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 
Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Elizabeth Puhl Milo, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Kelly Ann Morando, B.S. 
Gannon University. 
Master Teacher - Special 

Education, Gifted & Talented 
Education Specialist 

Andrea Marie Morris, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Special 

Education, Early 
Childhood Special Education 

Jennifer Jean Mullins, B.S. in Ed. 
Edinboro University of 

Pennsylvania 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Shanna Colleen Murphy, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 



SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH (continued) 

Deborah 0. Nanney, B.A. 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 

College 
Educational Administration 

Daniel Anthony Nestich, B.M. 
Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Nicholas A. Neve, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Margaret Ann Parks, B.S. in Ed. 
Kent State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 
Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Megan Kim Patterson, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Master Teacher - Elementary, 
Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Jaclyn Nicole Rausch, 
B.S. in Ed. 

Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Read_ing Specialist (PreK-12) 

Elizabeth Ann Richardson, B.A. 
Kent State University 
Counseling 

Anita M. Romeo, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Deanna Lee Rucker, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Dennis James Russo, B.S. in Ed. 
Kent State University 
Educational Administration 

Laura Ann Savarese, B.S. in Ed. 
Baldwin-Wallace College 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Kathryn Lee Schlarb, B.M. 
West Virginia University 
Educational Administration 

Jeffrey Todd Sebastian, B.S., 
M.S. in Ed. 

Penn State University 
Youngstown State University 

Educational Administration 

Natalie Anne Sekula, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Lynn Marie Shadd, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Curriculum 

Denise Sybelnik, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Rebecca Lynn Testa, B.S. in Ed. 
East Carolina University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Patricia Joan Tetrick, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Eric Alan Teutsch, B.S. in Ed. 
Youngstown State University 
Educational Administration 

Kristin Lynn Tobias, B.A. 
Lake Erie College 
Master Teacher - Elementary, 

Reading Specialist (PreK-12) 

Master of Science in Engineering 
Mahesh Prasad Adhikari, B.E. 
Tribhuvan University 
Civil/Environmental & Chemical 

Engineering 
Thesis: Survey of Suspended Solids 
Sources and Ripasian Conidor 
Condition for the Lower Mahoning 
River 

Sultan Mohamed Alenezi, B.S. 
University of Hartford 
Mechanical Engineering 
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Mehmet Ergezer, B.E. 
Youngstown State University 
Electrical & Computer 

Engineering 
Thesis: Development of Control 
Systems Laboratory Experiments 
using Digital Signal Processing 
Platform(s) 

David Weston Johnstone, B.E. 
Youngstown State University 
Civil/Environmental & 

Chemical Engineering 

Jonathan Christopher Kelm, 
B.S.,B.E. 

Youngstown State University 
Electrical & Computer 

Engineering 
Thesis: Control Systems for a Robot 
Gripper 

Jyotindra Shankarrao Killedar, 
B.E. 

University of Poona 
Mechanical Engineering 
Thesis: 3-D Flow Analysis of Gear 
Pump 

Aiswarya Pavithran, B.E. 
University of Kerala 
Mechanical Engineering 

Master of Science in Nursing 
David R. Allen II, B.S.N. 
Excelsior College 
Health & Human Services 

John Paul Bruno, B.S.N. 
University of Cincinnati 
Nursing 

Mary Ann DeRose, B.S.N. 
Youngstown State University 
Nursing 

Cathy Fedor, B.S. 
University of the State of 

New York 
Nursing 

Barry Lee Haines, B.S.N. 
Bowling Green State University 
Nursing 
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SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH (continued) 

Michele Heather King, B.S.N. 
Youngstown State University 
Nursing 

Michelle Elizabeth Klacik, 
B.S.N. 

Youngstown State University 
Nursing 

Kirsten Rae Nash, B.S.N 
Penn State University 
Nursing 

Benita A. Rice, B.S.N. 
Carlow College 
Nursing 

Mary Beth Tondo, B.S.N. 
Youngstown State University 
Nursing 
Thesis: Midazolam vs. no 
Midazolam in the Pediatric 
Population and Delayed 
Awakening from Anesthesia 
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Dewayne Robert Williams, 
B.S.N. 

Wright State University 
Nursing 



SUMMER 2005 
BACCALAUREATE DEGREE HONORS 

Because the list of candidates for graduation honors had to be prepared in advance, it is tentative. The diploma, together with 
a certified transcript, is the proof of graduation with honors. 

Jaryl Joseph Altomare 
Patricia Ann Blackman 
Mikki Lee Coupland 
John A. Damis 
Terri L. Daniluk 
Teresa Margaret Deak 
Nicole Marie Delucia 

Monica J. Baytos 
Teri Lynn Bednarczyk 
Tara Lynn Bieber 
Thomas Joseph Blazina 
Danielle Nicole Botti 
Sharmilla L' za Craig 
Abby Beth Dunn 
Debra A. Foster 

Summa Cum Laude 

Stephen B. Dinda 
Gianna Fasline 
Robert Alexander Flamino 
Nathan Daniel Friedkin 
Deana Louise Gebacz 
Jacob Lee Harver 
Michelle Lynne Kappler 

Magna Cum Laude 

Amanda Dawn Hoffman 
Jared Chas Jones 
Stephen Allen Jones 
Yirae Kang 
Jessica Anita Lampley-DuBose 
Bradley Alan Martin 
Julie Marie Merlo 
Karen Anne N ajbert 

Kathie Lynn Kelly 
Sidrah N. Khalid 
Brent A. McCorvey 

Jaymin Jitendra Patel 
Nathan Robert Reynolds 
Chantry Tennille Smegal 
Angela Marie Tofilski 

Stephanie Lorraine Hammond 

Jami L. Herring 

Kristin Lynn Narnish 
Melissa Niehorster 

Alicia Marie Nogle 
Sara Lynne Peidle 
Mary Alice Pino 
Brooke Amie Power 
Jennifer Ann Russ 
Sophia Samdani 
Mary Liz Schiraldi 
Katie R. Sechler 
Robert A. Wells 

Stacy Jean Boyd 
Nicole Dawn Boylen 
Erin Jean Colella 
James Patrick Coupland 
Devanshi Sunil Jadhav 
Tina Marie Jurich 
Audrey L. Latorre 
Thomas Stephen Lyden 

Cum Laude 

Kathryn Ann Malys 
Melissa Lee Marshall 
Melisa Ann McDaniel 
Brenda K. Mellott 
Jamian Raye Pesta 
Michael G. Petrusko 
Jonai Raechele Phifer 
Leslie Ann Prosser 

Susan Lynn Rojc 
Susan Elizabeth Anna Rollin 
Elizabeth Lynn Rupert 
Nate Paul Schmidt 
Anthony J. Swindler 
Linda Kay Turnage 
Susan A. Vigus 
Lindsey Elaine Willman 

c\)a_,;~ ~ 9~~) 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE HONORS 

With High Honors 

Bridget Colleen Holisky Michael Christopher Lindeman 

With Honors 

Kevin Reed Homistek 
Robert Michael Kovaleski 
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Cynthia S. Sebulsky 
James S. Shader 



SUMMER2005 
HONORS PROGRAM GRADUATES 

Teri Bednarczyk 
Accounting 
Tax Accounting: The Ins and Outs of 
Collegiate Related Tax Reporting 

Sidrah Khalid 
Clinical Laboratory Science/Biology 
Significance of Comprehensive 
Laboratory Testing in Patient Diagnosis 
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Jaymin Jitendra Patel 
Industrial and Systems 

Engineering 
The Application and Implementation 
of Continuous Improvement, Lean 
Production, and Customer-Focused 
Quality to Manufacturing Facilities 
Design and Processes in a Metal 
Fabrication Shop 



BEEGHLY COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
Because the list of candidates had to be prepared in advance, it is tentative. The diploma, together with a certified transcript, 
is the proof of graduation. 

Bachelor of Science in Education 
Matt Ryan Bennett 
Stacey A. Best 
Alana Lynn Capple 
Elia Margarita Cashen 
Gregory Anthony Denovchek 
Brad Russell Doan 
Michael J. Fitzgerald 

Gregory W. Foster 
Stephanie Lorraine Hammond 
Amanda Ann Krygowski 
Michael Eugene Mathes 
Brent A. McCorvey 
Matthew Monty 
Alicia Marie Nogle 
Mary Alice Pino 

Michelle Lynn Rowlands 
Katie R. Sechler 
Anthony J. Swindler 
Susan A. Vigus 
Lindsey Elaine Willman 
Lee Ann Wilson 
Martin Edward Yannarella 

RAYEN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 

Associate in Applied Science 
Darrin F. Chizmar 
Robert Michael Kovaleski 
James J. Shader 
Scott A. Stofan 

Associate in Technical Studies 
Robert J. Walker 

Bachelor of Engineering 
James Patrick Coupland 
Hadi El-Charnrnas 
Jason Matthew Krieg 
Sukhpreet Kaur 
Brian J. Maley 
Jayrnin Jitendra Patel 
Michael G. Petrusko 
Matthew Jon Schmied 

Elaunah A. Wilson 
Nikodirnas Y. Woldemariam 

Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Science 

James David Holbrook 
Keith M. Jackson 
Eric R. LaRocca 
Kevin James Maynard 
Benjamin James Sherry 

COLLEGE OF FINE & PERFORMING ARTS 

Bachelor of Arts 
Shanna N. Barnes 
Jessica Renee Campana 
Abby Beth Dunn 
Elizabeth Ann Fawcett 
Jason Lamont Frost 
Danielle Lynn Hixenbaugh 
Brice D. Latshaw 
Stuart Anthony Luther 
Kathryn Ann Malys 
Jenna R. Massek 
Regina Louise Pascale 
Renee Lynn Rouser 
Christian Joy Wagner 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Ayesha Ashraf 
Mishael Sharai Austin 
Patricia Ann Blackman 
Chanel LaJuan Cotton 
Nicholas A. Daniel 
William R. Danielson 
Joseph Bertin Erjavic 
Nick Grande, Jr. 
Kristin Lynn Namish 
Tara Lyn Pearce 
Susan Elizabeth Anna Rollin 

Bachelor of Music 
Devon Marie Cleland 
Robert Alexander Flamino 
Kristen Leigh Mather 
Jason Thomas May 
Priscilla Kathleen Maynard 
Anthony James Spicer 

BITONTE COLLEGE OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Associate in Applied Science 
Kelly S. Anderson 
Shalawn Denise Ashley 
Shannon Burt 
Ashley Lyn Channell 
Brandy Carice Crum 
Carrie Nicole Douda 

Merriam Inez Fields 
Lisa S. Foley 
Curtis F. Gallagher 
Jamie Kristen Gunyula 
Matthew Daniel Hale 
Bridget Colleen Holisky 
Steven Edward Kent 
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Matt Paul Lesko 
Kimberly R. McElroy 
Lyndsay Erin Pollock 
Cynthia S. Sebulsky 
Jennifer Marie Starr 
Joi L. Yancey 



BITONTE COLLEGE OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES (continued) 

Bachelor of Arts 
Kristin Marie Anania 
David Alden Mills 
Ted J. Murphy 

Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Science 

Lisa Marie Antonucci 
Kate E. Arens 
Christopher Lee Beam 
Douglas J. Bernier 
Tara Lynn Bieber 
Thomas Joseph Blazina 
Nicole Dawn Boylen 
Brandy Lee Bradfield 
Michael Patrick Brocious 
Dawn Eileen Burnett 
Jocelyn Renee Carter 
Renee L. Clickner 
Mikki Lee Coupland 
Kathleen A. D' Angelo 
Benjamin W. Day 
Madeline Lacey Dibler 
Gianna Fasline 
Norma Michelle Fouch 
Marion R. Frederick 
Deana Louise Gebacz 
Leela Marie Gonzalez 
Jeffrey Todd Gordon 
Crystal T.D. Hall 
Amanda Dawn Hoffman 
Michael James Hovis 
Kathryn Janecko 
Tina Marie Jurich 

Michelle Lynne Kappler 
Amy Kello 
Jason Kelly 
Sidrah N. Khalid 
Andrea Leigh Kinkela 
Cynthia Marie Krause 
Kelly A. Lamb 
Jessica Anita Lampley-DuBose 
Mark William Lenyk 
Carla Lynn Macali 
Renee Maro 
Jamison Ross McCombs 
Sarah Melissa McHugh 
Erin Marie Moore 
Michael J. Muldowney 
John Thomas Murphy 
Karen Anne Najbert 
Amy Jo Orr 
Jillian Elise Patoray 
Sara Lynne Peidle 
Leslie Ann Prosser 
Jennifer Ann Russ 
Kun At Sam 
Heidi Marie Scarsella 
Kevin Paul Schaffert 
Mary Liz Schiraldi 
Nate Paul Schmidt 
Chantry Tennille Smegal 
Tammy Elizabeth Sos 
Andrew Phillip Sowers 
Janina-Marie Tatar 
Jessica Lynn Taylor 
Nicole Lynn Teasley 
Linda Kay Turnage 

Stephanie T. Turuck 
Angela Marie Ventresco 
Grant Wamsley 
Kelley Anne White 
Desiree' Nikkole Wilmoth 
Dawn Elizabeth Woodworth 
Adalateshia Young 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Daniel Louis Cene 
John R. Sexton 

Bachelor of Science in 
Respiratory Care 

Chantelle Felice Hallman 
Cherilynn Marie Waldron 

Bachelor of Social Work 
Monica J. Baytos 
Melisa Leigh Clark 
Sharmilla L' za Craig 
John A. Damis 
Laura A. Fabrizio 
Debra A. Foster 
Shirley A. Gilbert 
Jessica Lynn Governor 
Angela Anjelique Harris 
Carolyn Denise Little-Stone 
Michael James O'Brien 
Jamian Raye Pesta 
Michele Latrice Reynolds 
Sha tel Nicole Stewart 
Kimberly D. Walker 

COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 

Associate in Applied Science 
Terrance M. Cummings 
Richard L. Hockensmith, Jr. 
Bret W. Hodges 
Kevin Reed Homistek 
Michael Christopher Lindeman 
Rachel Lynne Perry 

Associate in Arts 
Jekar L. Douglas 
Tia Shamar Johnson 
Frank J. Zetts 

Bachelor of Arts 
Ronald Abraham 
Brad Preston Adair 
Jaryl Joseph Altomare 
Catherine Elizabeth Arlotta 
Thomas J. Arundel 
Lauren Kay Ausmundson 
Garrett A. Barnes 
Lisa Mary Bloomberg 
Christy Sharmaine Boone 
Danielle Nicole Botti 
Stacy Jean Boyd 
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Paul D. Bozin, Jr. 
Leighann Colleen Brush 
Renee L. Cardillo 
Lemuel Robert Carlisle, II 
Erin Jean Colella 
Michelle Lynn Cook 
Terri L. Daniluk 
Mahogany Jade Dokyi 
Daniel C. Doyle 
Carol Ann Dulin 
Melissa Marie Filek 
Nathan James Flaig 



COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES (continued> 
~\I'-

~ ✓0 
Kristie Marie Grecko 
Andrew Currie Gruver, Jr. 
Jacob Lee Harver 
Jami L. Herring 
Jodi Lynn Hively 
Mary M. Hudak 
Nicolas G. Keller 
YuhoKim 
David R. Kline 
Ramona Ann Kolacz 
Audrey L. Latorre 
Matthew Steven Marchion 
Bradley Alan Martin 
Melissa Mastorides 
Laura M. Mattern 
Melisa Ann McDaniel 
Julie Marie Merlo 
Elenia Norman 
J onai Raechele Phifer 
Brooke Amie Power 
Detrinalyn Vernae Quarles 
Heather Lynn Reed 
Erin Nicole Reeder-Gallagher 
Nathan Robert Reynolds 
Sonya Marie Ricciulli 

Hannah Marie Rodabaugh 
Jimmie Kizer Rodgers 

· Anthony James Ronci 
Adam Thomas Ronyak 
Ernie L. Roth 
Richard Jonathan Sberna 
Adam Joseph Seifert 
Heather Marie Shaw 
Brent Matthew Steiner 
Shannon Marie Tesone 
Christopher Charles Thompson 
Angela Marie Tofilski 
Julie Christine Toth 
Amy J. Weekley 
George Anthony Wilson 
David Andrew Wojton 
Laura L. Woodrum 
Stephanie Ann-Mikhail Zalovcik 

Bachelor of Science 
Charles Daniel Adams 
Jonathan Arthur Bastin 
Ryan P. Conway 
Glen Adam Cox 
Teresa Margaret Deak 

David James Denton 3~ 
Stephen B. Dinda ~ 
Abbie Anne Estok ~ 
Stephen Allen Jones 
Melissa Lee Marshall 
Patrick M. McClimans 
Michael Paul McKinney 
Joseph John Ponzio 
Bethany Cheree Prudner 
Sarah Edmiston Ramirez 
Susan Lynn Rojc 
Elizabeth Lynn Rupert 
Sophia Samdani 
Misha Dilip Yajnik 

Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Science 

Robert Justin Balk 
Nicholas J. Gentile 
Keith Thomas Haynes 
Jared Chas Jones 
Brenda K. Mellott 
Jeffrey Dustin Rowe 
Millie A. Sinkovich 

WILLIAMSON COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Associate in Arts 
Parul Baluja 
Eric Charles Boyles 
Alberto Grassi 
Melynda Lauren Kappas 
Lisa M. Reedy 
David H. Triggs 

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration 

Randi L. Arnold 
Kerry S. Amon 
Lawrence Edward Anderson 
Amy Ann Aubel 
Nicholette Ann Bansky 
William John Barnett 
Teri Lynn Bednarczyk 
Michael Patrick Clark 
Terry L. Cresanto, Jr. 
Nicole Marie Delucia 
Joseph Earl Dickey 

Daveen S. Donofrio 
Nicholas Anthony Farris 
Amanda Lynn Fisher 
Brian J. Ford 
Irene J. Frangos 
Nathan Daniel Friedkin 
Stephanie Lynn Garloch 
Eric M. Golubic 
Michelle Lee Gratz 
Joshua Brent Hughes 
Julie K. Huzicko 
Robert David Jackson 
George Jelic 
Kristin Michelle Jones 
Kathie Lynn Kelly 
James Anthony Kutchel, IV 
Stacey Renee Lively 
Robert Jarrod Lowry 
Peter Stephen Lucic, Jr. 
Thomas Stephen Lyden 
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Desiree Lee Lyon 
John Michael Muckridge, III 
Melissa Niehorster 
Bobbi Jean Palumbo 
Raul Jonathan Pepino 
Peter Adam Perry 
Joanna Rae Pierson 
Sara Anne Price 
Vanessa Marie Quijano 
Daniah Rabah 
Carmine Joseph Ramunno 
David Anthony Roman 
Karl Elliott Saltsman 
Terry John Schlaich 
Michael Joseph Schorsten 
Brandon K. Tedesco 
Gina Marie Vicarel 
Jennifer Marie Weaver 
Robert A. Wells 
Melissa Lynn Yatsco 



THE YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

William J. Bresnahan 

Donald Cagigas 

Millicent S. Counts 

Larry D. DeJane 

Sudershan K. Garg 

Dianne Bitonte Miladore 

John L. Pogue, Vice Chair 

Louise M. Popio, Student 

Scott R. Schulick 

Paul L. Walker, Student 

H . S. Wang, Chair 

Franklin S. Bennett, Jr., Secretary 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

David C. Sweet, Ph.D., President 

Robert K. Herbert, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Cynthia E. Anderson, Ed.D., Vice President for Student Affairs 

John L. Habat, J.D., Vice President for Administration 

George McCloud, Ph.D., Special Assistant to the President for University Advancement 

Thomas Maraffa, Ph.D., Special Assistant to the President 

Donna Esterly, B.S. in B.A., Interim Chief Technology Officer 

READERS 

Barbara Krauss, B.M. 
Fine Arts Announcer 

WYSU-FM 

David Luscher, B.M. 
Associate Director 

WYSU-FM 
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MARSHALS 

Joseph Blankenship, D.Sc., Assistant Professor of Computer Science and Information Systems 

James Boyce, M.M., Instructor in Dana School of Music 

Annette Burden, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Mathematics and Statistics 

Huaiyu Chen, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Accounting and Finance 

James A. Conser, Ph.D., Professor of Criminal Justice 

Maria E. Delost, Ph.D., Professor of Health Professions 

Gunapala Edirisooriya, Ph.D., Professor of Educational Administration, Research and Foundations 

Robert H. Foulkes, Ph.D., Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

Darla Funk, Ph.D., Professor in Dana School of Music 

Ou Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Economics 

Alan M. Jacobs, Ph.D., Director of Environmental Studies Programs 
and Professor of Geological and Environmental Sciences 

Jennifer Jordan, Ph.D., Director of Community Counseling Clinic 
and Associate Professor of Counseling 

Birsen Karpak, D.B.A., Professor of Management 

James M. Kohut, Ed.D., Chair and Associate Professor of Marketing 

Robert Leipheimer, Ph.D., Chair and Professor of Biological Sciences 

Jeanine Mincher, M.S., Instructor in Human Ecology 

Joseph L. Mosca, Ph.D., Chair and Professor of Social Work 

Jennifer Pintar, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Human Performance and Exercise Science 

David S. Porter, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science 

Regina M. Rees, M.S.E., Instructor in Teacher Education 

John E. Sarkissian, Ph.D., Chair and Professor of Foreign Languages and Literatures 

William A. Wood, Ph.D., Director and Professor of School of Technologi; 

16 



Academic Regalia and Ceremony 

The gowns, hoods, 
and caps worn in 
academic ceremonies 
today are relics of 
those worn in medi
eval times by stu
dents and professors. 
Probably the gowns 
and hoods were 
worn for warmth in 
the unheated halls 
where lectures were 
delivered. From the 
sixteenth century on, 
somber black garb 
became the norm, 
and it is primarily in 
the hoods worn in 
academic processions 
today that the 
medieval academic 
pageantry is 
retained. 

The hoods represent
ing graduate degrees 
granted by various colleges and universities 
have linings (turned to exhibit their hues to the 
fullest advantage) in the colors of the granting 
institutions. In addition, the facing of the hood 
represents by its color the discipline in which the 
degree has been granted: white for arts, letters 
or humanities; golden yellow for science; purple 
for law; green for medicine; lemon yellow for 
library science; orange for engineering; olive for 
commerce or business; light blue for education; 
pink for music; brown for fine arts; apricot for 
nursing; dark blue for philosophy; scarlet for 
theology; citron for social work; sage green for 
physical education. 

There are different opinions about the origin of 
the caps worn in academic ceremonies. One view 
is that the "mortar board" is in actuality adapted 
from the wooden square used by masons. 
Another is that it stems from the ecclesiastical or 
clerical head covering of the medieval period. 

There is something of the same adherence to 
tradition in commencement processions that 
exists in academic garb, although each institution 

has the right to adapt 
the ceremony to its 
own requirement. The 
faculty leads the line 
of march followed by 
the candidates for 
degrees. Then follow 
the chief marshals, the 
president, speaker, 
trustees, deans, and 
other members of the 
party to be seated on 
the platform. 

Recipients of Univer
sity Honors receive 
golden honor cords 
placed around the 
shoulders. University 
Scholars wear a 
specially minted 
medallion on a red 
ribbon to denote 
their academic 
achievement. 

The Presidential Medallion 
President Sweet wears a one-of-a-kind medal
lion that bears an embossment of the Youngs
town State University seal on each of the small 
elements and on the large central piece. On the 
back of the central medallion are engraved the 
names of the University's five past presidents 
and Dr. Sweet. 

The presidential medallion was designed and 
created out of sterling and bronze by Wendell 
August Forge of Grove City, Pennsylvania. 
Dr. Sweet is the first president to wear this 
medallion. 

The Youngstown State University Seal 
The University's official seal was adopted in 
1936. Designed by a student, the seal includes a 
torch, quills, wings, a globe, and the Latin 
words animus liberatus. In simple terms, those 
words summarize the transformation-or 
liberation-that occurs on this campus countless 
times each day. In English, they are translated 
The Mind Freed, or The Spirit Freed. 
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