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STEPHANIE KAPICS

Stephanie Kapics was born in Canton, Ohio on January 11, 1967, a daughter of Larry and
Marsha Smith. The Smiths moved to Salineville, Ohio, a smali rural town After a series of
moves, the family finally settled in Youngstown where Stephanie entered fourth grade at
Kirkmere Elementary School She also attended Volney Rogers Jr High and giaduated from
Chaney High School in 1985 After attending Youngstown State University fo1 four years, she
graduated in 1989 witha B S in BA. Stephanie currently works in the pharmacy at St
Elizabeth's Hospital

Stephanie married Jeffiey Kapics on September 14, 1991 He is an operations specialist in
the United States Navy A Gulf War veteran, Jeff is curiently stationed in Norfolk, VA on the
USKS Tienton Stephanie 1esides in Austintown where she and Jeff will make their home upon
his December release from the Navy Stephanie is a member of St Christine Church, and here

hobbies include reading an crafts

--Angela Cellio
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C This is an interview with Stephanie Kapics for the Youngstown State Untversity Oral

History Program, on the Gulf War, by Angela Cellio, at 4604 Rhode Island Drive, on
October 16, 1991, at 6 15pm

Stephanie, tell me a little about your childhood Tell me a little about yourseif

K I grew up in a town called Salineville, Ohio It's a real little town [ went to school there
until kindergarten Then, we moved to Pennsylvania, then to Ohio, back to Pennsylvania,
back to Ohio again [ ended up at Kirkmere (elementary school) I started there in fourth
grade From Kirkmere I went to Volney (Rogers) Then from Volney, (I went) to
Chaney [ giaduated in 1985 I started at YSU in September of 1985 and graduated in
August of 1989 with a BS in BA I'm still looking for a job right now (Laughter)

C Are you employed anywhere right now?

K I'm working at St Elizabeth's right now in the pharmacy there [t really has nothing to do
with my degree, but I'm still wotking

C Okay Tell me a little bit about your family
K My mom is a waitress My dad is a train dispatcher I've got two brothers Chad is 17
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and he will graduate from Chaney this year Bret is 21
No sisters?

No sisters (Laughter)

Okay. You recently got married, correct?

Correct

When did you get married?

September 14, 1991

Who's your husband?

Jeffrey (Laughter) He's in the Navy He'll get out on December 14 of this year (1991)
I'm looking forward to it very much

How long has he been in the Navy?

He went in on December 14 of 1987 He went to boot camp before that, but went to
Norfolk, Virginia on December 14 of 1987, and he will get out of the Navy on December
14 of 1991 He's in communications radar, something like that He's what you'd call an
operations specialist

So he's the person that served over in the Gulf War?

Yes.

Tell me a little bit about how vou and Jeff met

Jeff and I, | guess we knew each other--he went to Chaney, too. He was a year ahead of
me. We knew each other just in passing We worked at McDonalds together in
Boardman for a couple of years We talked on and off and we wrote back and forth when
we went to boot camp We started dating when he came back from boot camp before he
left for Norfolk That's where he was stationed

So you started dating in 19877

Yes.

And he graduated from high school when?
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1984.

So that's a three year span between graduation for him and before he left Do you have
any idea what made him decide to join the Navy?

He called me up one day and said, "Steph, you'll never guess what I did today " He said,
" joined the Navy " [ said, "Why would you do something like that?" He said he felt
like he had no other choice He had nothing going for him He had gone to school for
two years at New Castle School of Trades for electrical engineering but nothing ever
came of that So he just more or less felt like he had to do something, plus his family was
having financial troubles His dad just lost a job, and he felt that he would try to help
them out by getting out of the house by joining the Navy, so that's what he did He
shocked everybody

It did? Including you?
Oh, yeah!
Did he tell you this after you started dating, or was it before?

It was before [ think it was--1 want to say May or June Something like that. It wasa
real shocker, that's for sure

So he started in 1987 and he was in Norfolk, Virginia the whole time?

Right He was stationed there for four years

Okay How did him being away affect your relationship once you started dating?

It was real, real hard, but they say that distance makes the heart grow fonder It's been
real tough, but it's been well worth it We weathered the storm , I guess. I think it's made

us stronger apart We look forward to being together when he comes home It's been
well worth it

When he was there, how often did he get to come home? Or, how often did you get to
see him when he was in Virginia?

Probably just a weekend each month, if that Sometimes there were months in between
He only gets one weekend off a month now, so it wasn't too often, unless he got a leave

for two weeks. Other than that, it wasn't too often [ would go down there occasionally

So it wasn't so bad thus far?



No, not really
You were able to communicate be phone and by letters?

Yeah. We talked quite a bit, yeah. If he couldn't come home, he'd call Certain days, he
would tell me he was going to call That helped a little bit, just to hear his voice

Do you think that while he was in Virginia that he felt the Navy was a good choice, that
he made a good choice in joining?

He said that sometimes he's glad he did it, and sometimes not. He's got to see a lot. He's
been all over the world. So in that respect, he's gotten to do a lot and seen a lot of places
He has got to save some money, because he's got that GI Bill They put some money
away to go to college when you get out of the service So there are good points to it But
being apart is probably the worst he doesn't know why he joined--being apart.

So things were going fairly smoothly and your relationship progressed to the point of
engagement

We were engaged in February of 1989
When did you plan to get married?
September 8, 1990 [ hope these dates are right I'm a little fuzzy on them (Laughter)

So you were engaged, planning a wedding, and then his deployment orders came When
was this?

I believe--well, it was a few months before then that he called me and told me that there
was 1o way we were getting married in September, because they said, "There's no way
that you can get married in September " They wouldn't tell him exactly what the reason
was This must have been in June So we scratched those plans for September 8, 1990 1
went to Norfolk to pick him up He was coming home on a two week leave on--I think it
was--August 11, 1990 it was a Friday afternoon when I got there. I pulled into the
parking lot and I saw Jeff He came up to the car He never said, "Hello" or anything

He had this look on his face, and 1 said, "What's wrong " He said that they going to the
Gulf within 10 days of that day, so he couldn't come home [ stayed down there for the
weekend, and T left Monday moming He called me that night and said they were leaving
the next morning for the Gulf That was August 14 They left the next day to go to
Morehead City, North Carolina to pick up the Marines

Did he say that he had any idea how long they would have to stay there?



He had no idea whatsoever So, that made it even harder not knowing when I was going
to see him again That was the hardest thing

I guess it's pretty evident how you must have felt when you heard he had to leave. Did
you ever, ever expect he would have to go off to war?

Never. It never entered my mind I don't think he ever did either
Even though he was serving in the Navy?
No I really don't think so

So he had just about, almost a year and a half left from when he left to serve in the Navy
when he had to go to the Gulf

Right

Once he was there, were you able to talk to him while he was there? How were
communications?

I think from the time he left, from the time I talked to him that Monday night when he
told me they were leaving the next day, it was quite a while before I talked to him on the
phone They didn't touch land from the time they left from picking up the Marines in
Morehead City, they didn't touch land for 110 days It was probably a good month and a
half before I taiked to him again. that was when they finally hit land

After that, maybe twice a month [ talked to him Well, it was probably--he was gone
eight months and four days--and [ probably talked to him maybe a total of six times in
that period of time. We talked for about 20 minutes or a half hour each call
Was this strictly him calling you?

Yeah

Could you calj there at all?

No He had to call from different places, wherever he could find a phone Sometimes it
was in a hotel lobby It was real hard getting through, because there was such a distance
between us The operator it took time for them to get through from over there to here
How about the mail? What was the mail system like?

I guess it worked [ mean, the mail came--I wouldn't say--regularly [ probably gota
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letter once a month, once or twice a month. I wrote him every day, and he got most of

my letters, he said. But, I guess the mail system did good for him being, you know, clear
over there

How was that like having him gone?

It was awful. It was the worst time in my whole life It was awful I didn't want to go to
work I just didn't want to do anything It was just awful

Did you see any reason then, any justification that he was over there? Did you blame the
Navy? How did you feel then?

We knew since he was in the service that there was always that risk I never really
thought about him going He did join the service and, you know, things do happen like
this, I guess I did some justification that he was over there. He was over there fighting
for his country, so He knew that when he signed up It was just a shocker. Why
couldn't they pick someone else in the Navy (Laughter)

Did you watch the CNN 24 hour coverage?

Oh yes [ watched it all of the time I think for the first few days--well, more than just
the first few days Right at the beginning I was in front of the TV constantly, CNN, I
just loved CNN They had good coverage That's all they talked about, from night to
night [ was expecting to hear something about the Trenton_on there, the ship that Jeff
was on Just anything, I was hoping for any kind of news that it was resolved and they
were coming home--just anything [ looked forward to the news, that's for sure

Did watching 1t make you feel better, then?

Sometimes it did when there was bad news or something else happened that day, i
wished I wouldn't have been watching it For the most part, I'm glad T did watch it, It
cased my mind some days

During this time, what did you do to cope with his absence?

Like I said, I wrote him every single day 1read a lot and slept alot [ watched
television, watched the news (Laughter) I did cross-stich [ made little packages to send
to him T did whatever [ could find to do

Were you still planning a wedding at this time?

For some reason which [ can't remember why--I don't know if we thought he was coming
back | don't know if we heaid that they would be gone for six months and then be
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coming home We rescheduled the wedding for February 16, 1991 We must have
thought they were coming back, but--it must have been the beginning of January when
we realized that this couldn't go off We realized that there was no way it would go off
on February 16, so we called everybody and cancelled. We just waited and made sure
that Jeff was home, and knew he was going to stay home, then we set another date. By
then, I was real bad, too It was real hard Everybody was real nice about changing the
wedding plans Because of the situation, they knew we couldn't stop it Everybody was
real good about it

You mean, as far as
As far as the people we contracted for the wedding
Did you get a lot of support from your friends and family?

Oh, yeah! I couldn't have done 1t without everybody In fact, there was a support group
that--I think it was the Red Cross--that got together right after almost everybody left in
September or October We went for one time--Jeff's mom and I went for one time, but it

didn't help us So we just, more or less, her and I together with everybody else had our
OWN SUpport group

What was the support group like, the organized one that you went to?

See, that's why we never went again. To us, we felt no better after we left there There
was people there, but we didn't feel close to them Maybe it's because we didn't know
them, I don't know what it was We just thought it was a big joke as far as that goes, we
just never went back Nothing against them or anything, we just felt that we shouldn't be
there We made our own little support group

Do you think--if there could be a positive thing out of the whole situation--Jeff being
gone, did that bring you closer to his family?

Oh, yeah, definitely I think [ talked to Jeff's mom everyday IfI heard something or if
she heard something, I let her know and she let me know We sent cards to each other to
keep the support up and keep good thoughts, "He'll be home soon," and all that stuff.

Definitely, yes We were close before, but this just brought us even closer together We
were in the same boat

I couldn't have done it with everybody--the people at work, and I was hard to work
with. I would just go to work and I wouldn't want to talk to anybody It was awful, but I
made it through

Did you ever think that Jeff might not have come home from the Gulf?
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No, I never did
But he did finally come home. When was that?

We got the news probably in the middle of March that the tentative day for them to pull
into Norwick was April 17 There was a number I could call it was a family service
center in Norfolk for the Navy you call this 800 number I would call and ask about the
USS Trenton phone line They would connect me and there would be a message on there
to keep the family and friends updates on what the Trenton was doing over there and how
the guys were doing, and when they thought they would come back. I called back, I
think, everyday, because the message is updated every few days Sometimes it was the
captain telling how they were all doing and that they missed everybody over the holidays
and that they would all be home soon, to keep our spirits up So that hotline, the 800
number helped a lot It was the middle of March when I called, and they said they had a
tentative homecoming date, and it was April 17. They said they would let us know when
it was definite. They did pull in on April 17, 1991 Do you want me to tell you about
when [ went down there?

Sure

[t was me, my mother, my father, my brother and his girlfriend, Jeff's mom and dad, Jeff's
brother, and one of his aunts, and a friend of mine We all left on the April 15 to drive
down to Norfolk We got a hotel and stayed the night On April 17, we all got up and--it
was at the Norfolk Naval Base They pulled in around 11.00 a m., and it was wonderful
It was the best day of my life We video taped it and photographed it and everything It

was just great It was so exciting! when [ first saw him it was wonderful, it was
unbelievable

What was the first thing you thought when you saw him?

I just remember looking, because we walked, me and Lori--my girlfriend Lori went, too,
because she was dating one of Jeff's buddies on the ship. I remember running down the
little place along the ocean, whatever its called I remember looking up, and I was
looking for Jeff [ saw two guys pointing to us [ said, "Oh my god, there he is!" It was
wonderful T was so excited! T was, like, half sick [ ran up to the steps and there was ten
million people in front of me I'm like, "Get out of the way!" (Laughter) It was
absolutely wonderful We got to the top of the ship and there were all these people up
there We were just looking around As soon as | saw him, | started crying, of course
(Laughter) Oh, it was just wonderful It was absolutely wonderful!

What was he like when he got off the ship?
He was real glad to see us He had these black glasses on, which he didn't tell us until
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afterwards, he asked, "Do you know why I wore those glasses?" I said, "No, I really
never thought why you would wear glasses " He's the type that won't cry or show
emotion, but he was crying He said, "That's way I wore those glasses.” He was more
excited than he let on, you know He said his stomach was all upset. He had been gone
for a long time and he missed being home. But, it was great It was absolutely
wonderful We made banners and we decorated the hotel room When he came back, we
put up signs saying, "Jeff, welcome back " We went out to dinner that night and
celebrated and came back We left the next day to come back home to Ohio. He had two
weeks off We drove back to Youngstown the next day and had a little welcome home
party. But then, I think we came back here on Thursday or Friday I had a surprise party
for him--I think it was on a Sunday--that he knew nothing about We had signs up and
cake It was real nice. He really enjoyed himself, because he knew nothing about it. His
family was there and friends, and it was just real nice

So, finaily, he was home Were you able to plan a wedding again?

Again [ said, "Jeff, do you think we're going to be able to do it this time?" (Laughter)
He said, "Yes " His ship was supposed to be at a place called the Yards That's where the
ship goes to get fixed and painted and everything since they were gone for so long So
that meant that it was going to be out of the water. There was no way they could leave
again They were going to be there a little bit after the time they pulled in on April 17
until October 14 or something like that So it had to be, for sure, between those dates just
to be safe  So we got married on September 14 and everything was wonderful

(Laughter) It was the best day of my life

During that time between April and your wedding, did you ever think that something
again might happen?

No, I didn't, but when the thing came on about--what was it that happened not toco long
ago? Oh, in Russia when they had that coup d'etat Jeff's mom said, she had these
thoughts of them taking Jeff back over there to help out That never entered my mind
until after she said that So, [ was thinking for a few days, "Oh, if he even has to leave

now, I'll die " But, things worked out and he didn't have to leave again Things went off
quite well

That's great He's done on December 14 for good, right?

He's on his last mission now Jeff should be back on Friday That is his last time on a
ship

[s he going to reenlist?
No He doesn't want to at all He's done his duties and its time for him to get on with his
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life, be close to his family, be home for the holidays. He's only been home for Christmas
and that was 1988. He's missed every holiday, and he just wants to get on with his life.

His four years are done. He's glad he did it. It was an experience and everything. Like I
said, he's seen a lot, but he's definitely ready to get out

Was the war, do you think, the deciding factor, "No, I'm not going to reenlist."?

That was probably the big deciding factor (Laughter) Yeah, that's probably what it did.
He was telling me he's never going to reenlist. He doesn't want any part of it.

Do you think that--1 mean, its hard having your wedding postponed Having to go
through this three separate times, do you think that was all in the line of duty also? Do
you blame the Navy? Do you think they misiead you at all?

Oh, no When they told Jeff back in June that there was no way he could be home in
September for the wedding the first time, they could have at least told him not to plan
anything for a while I don't know if it was top sécret, that they couldn't tell him or what
They could have given him a little hint of why he couldn't come home. They just didn't
give him a reason at all They just wouldn't okay his leave for then We just thought they
were being S O B 's or trying to get him back for something (Laughter) But, here it was
in there plans. They knew what they were doing I'm glad they told us four months
before rather than waiting until all of the invitations were out a week before or whatever
But, I think God had his plans Things worked out really well Things must have been
just meant to go like this for some reason [ think it all worked out for the best.

Did you try to keep a positive attitude that you have now during the whole time that he
was gone?

[ tried Some days it was real hard Some days it was real hard, but [ tried to keep a
positive attitude most of the time 1 tried hard

What would you do if he wanted to enlist again?

Well, I toid him I said, "Jeff, that's totally up to you If you want to reenlist, I'm all for
it I'll support you" 1 would just move down there, so it wouldn't be so hard for us to be
apart, because I don't want him to think, "She doesn't want me to reenlist, so I'm not
reenlisting for her " If he wants to reenlist, that's fine If he doesn't want to, that's fine
But, he doesn't want to reenlist, and [ know that's coming from his heart He's counting
down now, 31 days [ can't wait

Do you think the war changed his attitude about the Navy at all from what you can tell
from him?
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Not really I reaily don't think so [ was worried that when he came back, he would be a
different person. You know, him being gone for so long, that we's be like strangers or
something. But the war never really did that. I never felt like that It was like we'd been
apart for a little while, but not anything major. That's what | was worried about I
thought we'd have to get to know each other again Through letters and phone calls we
tried to keep the best contact we could. As far as his attitude, I don't think it changed
toward the Navy

That was going to be my next question Did the war change him at all, do you think?

No, I don't think so, really 1don't know It might have if he was on the front lines or if
he saw stuff that would have made him have nightmares. Him being on the ship, living
on the water made it easier The closest they were--they were three miles off the coast of
Kuwait If I'm not mistaken, that's what he said. But they never really saw any of the
hard action that I'm sure most of the guys in the Army did, which is good. I'm glad,
because it very well may have changed him He's still the same person as when he left 1
was glad for that There was supposed to be a mission They were supposed to do it, but
something happened He would have been on land, but something happened to it. They
had to scratch that plan, which I didn't know until after he came home and told me about
it Twasglad (Laughter) He was more disappointed, because he wanted in on some of
the action, I guess For my sake, I'm glad he wasn't (Laughter)

Is there anything else you feel we haven't talked about that you'd like to add?

Just like I said before, 1 hope nobody has to go through what I went through. It seemed
like a long time for me, eight months [ hope nobody has to go what I went through It
was awful You don't know how it feels unless you go through it yourself. It was, just
like 1 said, the worst time of my life I hope there are no wars forever and ever, if that's
possible, so nobody has to go through it It was just real hard

Do you think perhaps that him being gone and everything that happened in a way

prepared you to deal with other emotions? Did it prepare you at all for your marrted life
with him while you were apart?

I think since we made it through this, we can make it through anything, because it was
real difficult It must have been his senior chief or something that said, "This is going to
be a real test for your relationship.” This is before they even knew they were going [
think he told him this when we cancelled the wedding for the first time. He made the
comment that it was going to be a1eal test for your relationship We didn't know what he
meant Well, [ told Jeff, "Now we know what he meant " ( Laughter) Going through
this, I think, there's nothing ¢lse that can even come close to it Since we made it through
this quite well, I think we can deal with pretty much anything that comes our way In that
respect. [ think it did help us get 1eady for married life
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Is there anything else?
I'm just glad he's home I'm glad the war is over I think we were over thete for a reason.

I'm not glad that guys had to go, but they had to go I think that most people think we
were over there for the right reason

Yes

I'm just glad everybody is home, and I'm glad Jeff is home Everybody around me
wanted Jeff home, so they didn't have to deal with me anymore. (Laughter)

Okay, Stephanie, thank you for your time
You're welcome

END OF INTERVIEW
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