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STSTER CONSOLATA KLINE

Sister Consolata Rline was born Ouiober &, 1916 in Cleve-
land, Chino. She atrended high schoel at Mount Marvie in  Canton,
Ohio, thoan at Trincoin High School in Cleveland., Tn Jaouary of
1943, atter working in an office in downiown Cleveland for swevertr-
al  years, sbe entered the Villa Maria Conveyi in Pennsylvania,
Refore o¢hoosing Villa Maria, Sister Congolata was ocongideving
miggionary orders. T 1949, the Villa Maria Dbecame a Papal
Congregation, Tis sisters can work in any Diccese by invitation
~f the Bishop

Sisler Consolata went to Youugstown Srate Fouv two vears  and
transferied to §t. Louls Undversiiy where she veceived her B.S.
in Commercs {(19587) and a waslier's degras In fospital Adwinistia-
tion {195%9%9)., Aas a reduirecwment. for the M.H.A.,, she 814 her resi-
doncy al  8f. Vincent's Wogpiial in Hew Yook, Althongly Sister
Consolala  pesumed she would bhe a teacher or child vare worker,
zhe becaune  1oavolved in hospitel adwministration.

Tin 1947, Sisler Counsolats staried Lo work Ffor 5t. Riizabsth
Hospital in khe adniiling offjice. She larer wonld move up as  an
assistant and fipally the adminislroeror of 81, §Blizabeth. Her
olher azssiynments have Laen-s  agabbaldical at Wotre NDawne Univergt
v, SBuperior of {he Blue Nuns, aod Catholic Charities Lo the
Youngstown Diocese,

Pimgently Sister Consolata dis Vicar Fov the Social  Concerns

of the Youngstown Diocese, Bhe coordiunares the department of

social Sarvioes (Catholice Charities), Social Aatioun and
Appaal/Developuant. fhe is the Wighop's representabive Lo the

Catholic (haiities Advisory Board. £he isg chairpsrsoen of the



Health and Human Services Commission which is conposed of the
ihreas Cathollic Hospitals, the Calholic Nursing Homwes auvd the
savan social service agencies within the Youngstown Diccese. The
Catholic Chatrities BRoard delermines bow money vaised in thao
Appeal should he used to overgsee The heallh garve of the poor. Tn
tecognition of hev gervice, Sigler Conscolata has 71eaceived the
Chio VWomen's Hall of Fane award, the Youngstown Chawher of Con-
maree Honores of the Year, and the Hezlth Cave Field Recogniiion

Bward,

frephanie Figher
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Thig 48 an interview with Jisrey Conzsolata Kilinon on the
fisiory of the Youngstown NDiccese for the Youngsbown
Siate University Oral History Devarisent, hy Stephonie
Figher, on Ociober 26, 1982

['m Sister Consoulata Kline. T's o sigter of the Dhsill-

ity of Mary Cur mother house is in Villa Maria, Penn
sylvania. Ti's vight over the Peonsylvania horder Trouw
Youngstown I enterved the community in January of
1943, That was the sawe vear the Youngsiown nDionese

was  Tormed. T'm From 1he Cloveland avea.

Former Ly, fThis divdesze was part of the Cleveland Dio-
cese, The fivsl bishop wvag Bighop MoFadden., He was &
bishop from the Cleveland Dicvcese. T worked in  ithe
downtown area of Cleveland. T would ses him as be
wonld go Lo hig office which was in a building oinse o
the office where I worked. T didn’'t have much contact
hetween 1943 and 1945 because T was i the Cunvent
Wovitiate., That was located in Villa Maria, Pennsylva
nia.

My firsl aggignment wag al 81, Elizabetb's Hespital in
Youngstows, That wasg In 1945, ghich was vevy eavrly
after the diocese was formaed, Tn those early vyears, my
contaclt with diocegan structure was rather minimal,



althouygh T had oaccasion to meet Dishop MoFadden, T
knew of  gome of the things that were going on. Forr
example, he was very interested in going around to the
institutions. The hospiial was ons of them. He also,
a5 T heard about 1L, ratber thao having Fitst  hand
IoFormat Lon,  {hal bo vigited al)l rbe differenr  vplaces
in the dierese. T is g miix counly arca. S0, 1 Fell
that 7 knew a Iittde bitl about him bhaving hknown bin
prior 1o wy entering the convent. In thinking back, T
fry 1o think of some of Lbhe thinus that wenl on  dus ing
that period of rime.

Some of the things that came Lo wmy ~attonriou, whea I
First heard aboul. this nrojecl was the different areas
in the diocess belween 1943 and 1949 Lthat Bishop Mo¥ad-
den started. Axnonyg those weve saveral pavishes. Tt
was  the aataral growth that vag iaking nlace in the
aire#, becanse this was following the war vears when

there had 1ot been wueh yrowth dn buildings. o
example, 8bI. Jawes parish was a large parigh that  was
opaned in Trumbull Countv. T rewsesber some others. T

Jooked up soume of 1his material.

Mongignor Prokop was Dishop MoeFadden's gacirelary. T'm
not sure if hoe was  chancellor, but hoe was very atten-
tive o Bishop MeFadden., Then, in his Jast i lloess,
Bishop McoTFadden spent a considerahle length of time at
SL. Elizabeth's Tospital where T was vovking. He was a
very Triendly person who would taell us of hig desiraes
and ampilions. is tenure here wvas 1athey limited. Ti
was Jusi a five o sig year gpan. He uas o obably busy
only about Five years bevange he was goite 111 in his
last 1ilipess. We were glad thal be was a patient gt
our instituiion,

I vemenber more vividly Bishop Walsh. Ue came in 1949,
Tonteresitingly enough, when T was wolking before T
antered the compmunity al an of Fice in downlown Olawe -
land, I used to go over 1o the cathedral which was 8t
John's  Cathaedial, T was quite vlose 1o our office,
Cn  wore than ope occawion, T 1ewmombor  hearing  Bishop
Valsh, who came Trom blhe south ou wigsion tvins, seck-
iuyg  funds for the people 1n 1he south. e was a ey
young, enegrdelic priqggt. Tt was intevesting then, in
1949, when T heard that he was cowming heve as our
Bishop. fle Tived at the hospitral for two years aftroer
g cape. He was wnost interesting. {He was] a4  wondevr
tul storytellear snd he had wacy inferesting things to
relate. He was vary young when he wos made s blshop,
bul he was alsoe, as he ealled 1+, opne of Tho "horgehaok
bishops." His diocese vas guiiae vrinal and wany of the
places bhe  bad {o go, be went Ly bhoypeback. o, we
wonld jusi Tove to hear bisg stories of the south.

One  interesting thing that stuck in my mind that  bhoe
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told us. . . . Wa were very intevesled In  wmany of
his fales, as we felt Tthat he had such a breadth of
kuowledye, [He Lold usl that when he would go t¢  Rone
for his visit with the holy Ffather, probably his five
year visit, the guestion rhe hoely fathet would ask
[would bal, "How do the differenl npationalities aud the
diffetent races raally gel along in the Unitred Siates?”
You have to rewewber thig fFollowed Woild Way TIT.
Possibhly, he was going ovar there at the fime of Would
War 717, and there was so much dissension and tensiop
and all. We always rewma: ked awony our sisters that he
would be a very good representative of Llhe United
States, becanse he had come from the soulh and had a
true appreciation of the nead Fo abolish some of the
gystems that wevra in exigstence in ibe south. He was
very intorested when he came north, as he talked abaut
it, thal rhere would bhe no vestige of digurimination.

One  of the firsl things 7 rememher about him was that
he was very iloterested in what had gone on prior Lo his
comdng. He wonuld often ask us fe rell hiw  things
about  1he diocese as we knew it. Most of us knew Lhe
Cleveland Diocese hetter than we knew the Youngsioun

one  bhevause 1t was 80 very new He was also a persoun
that Tiked to go around and Ffind ont for himself all of
the diffevent things—--why thiags were golag on. Io the

last two years of Bishop McFadden's tenure as hishop,
he was guite 111, In fact, in his last vear, he was
very il1l for a long tiwe. So, T'm sure there must have
been a  tremendous number of things that people were
Just waiting to be ahle to tallk te a bishoy aboul.
This was japoessible when Aishop Mevaddoen was zo 3171,

Thr olhey lhing Dishop Walgh ig very intevested in [ig]
Lhe growth oF the tofal Youngsiown arvea. Wobt just the
Youngstown city. T look a Took al the various parishes
that weve developed during his time which was Dbetweon
1249 and T would say about 1960 when Rishop HMalone
became his auxiliary., 7The r1ecords will show that there
was 2 L1emendous number of parisghes that werve started.
Every county had sowme. Aghiabula had thras. Stark
County had tlyes fhat 1 jugt could pick out. Poriags
had  {wo Trawmbnll had Four, and Mahening Counly had
about Iive. Thal was a demonsiration that the people
had moved in the 1950's. They were moving out of +thae
irner cities Into various suburban aveas. Bishor Walsb
was  very wueh in fune with needs. Tn Facl, at  the
hospitsl, we had not had any opportunity to do anyrhing
about taking care ofF the wxpansion of the thospital
duving the Depression. There wasn'l any woney. Nuring
tha war times, there wasn't any gupport For any  hnild

ing hecause everything was yoing {o support rhe war.
Our  reasus  Repb growing avd growing, and =i3311  our
facilities were the smane o, in 1949 we had boeen
wanting to build for a long tinme [ was not rthe adain-
istrator at that time, but T knew one had been wanting
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1o do gomething about an expapsion. Same of the people
that ware on  our advisory bhoard at  that time kept
sayving, "When are we going to do some expanding?”

Tue fiist thing that we asked Bishop Walsh wag that we
would like tro expand the hoespitel. We invited him to
come 1o an advisory board weetlng. Rather than give an
gxplanation, 7 vemenber distinclly his guesiion was,
"Why don't you do it, 4Ff that's 2 need?” T think that
was his approach. He was people-oriented. [He fell]
that +if someihing jg going to be done, then people
ought to take the initiative.

Parish-wise he saw the need for expansion. Pacility-~
wise he saw the need For sexpansion. 7T think he was
very interested du voung people. Monuey Higb Sdchool
was ovpeped. There wag expansion in the southerp part
of  Youngstown during his relgn. The dishop woved his
rasidence to a hoeme on Fifih Avenue after living at ihe
hozpital approximately two years. He was a very charm-
inyg person. For exasple, 1Ff we were walking along the
hal1l with him iun the hogpital and we came to an eleva-
tor, as you would for a parsepn of his dignity, wa would
momentarily step aside. He would say, "Ob, no, sister.
T was @ gentleman long beTore 7 was a bishop." He was
that type of person. e had a very keen sensge of humor
and a  hearty laugh. He's a vory lovable and s  very
well- loved nperson.  UnFortunately, his health did  pot
hold . Although he had, I would may, Len ovr twelve
vears of very active and busy 1iFe. Theun, he becana
117 +din his later yaarw.

When Bishop Malone was made anxtliiary, it wasn’'t too
Jong after that that he was appoinitsd the adwinistia-
tor,  Tecoygnlring  that Bishop Walsh's health did  aot
peitmit him fo carry the total hurden. Bigshop Malone
was appointed the administraroer of the diocese. T& had
been otvdained a bishop just sizx vears piicr t¢o  that.
Before that, he was in rhe schopl system. He was very
avtive, We were 80 proud of him becavse he wag ona of
the Fiisi that got his Ph.0N. as a very youug person.
He apme back apd dild a tremendous Job. T'm nob  as
fawmiliar with the school system as T am of heallh vare,
but what T would be familiar with iz hig great Tove fovr
the c¢hildren and his desirve to have--even fhough the
diocese wag smalli---an exeaplary educational svsten. T
would  sa that's one of hig shininy lights. He's
atways seen education as a way out of poverty. If the
childiren are educated and educated well, they will have
an opportunity in 1ife. T think he was a chaspion ofF
that .,

An unfortunate and devastaring thing in the diocese wus
thae Five. T don't know what the cause was---the dooy
mentation will show that- of the fire at the 8L. Colun-



ba Cathedral. There iz a striking ploture that 1 hope
thuey can Jocate thet was taken ai Lhat time of Bishop
Walsh standing out in the dark., It happened during the
night. e came out and was watching 1he cathedral go
np  io Blames. The pictoure shows his profile, Thera
are teavs that stand out on bis  cheelk wyalching the
Flames., Tt was a picture that, if you sec it, you will
always reuemnber, T think it sywbolized for him ool
only the dovastation that any fire causes, but all of
the peaple of thal alea.

5t Columba- —even prioy i) its hecoming &
cathedral-—was looked st as a mother church. Tt was in
the city for many, manv vears. Tt had a long and rich
histovy. T Just assumed that all of these things were
in  the forefront of his wind. Tt aeant a irewmendous
AMOU L teo the peopte o ser something that they loved
and  valued go vp in flames. T ihink though, that the
pPragaent St Colnmba Cathedral was built  around  that
tiume, T'm nol sure of the dates bnt T know 3t was
huilt at the tJwe Bishop Walsbh was bishop. During the
time Lhat the cathedral was not able Lo be isad, At.
Patriek's Church opn Oak Hill wes used as the temporary
cathadral. There were some prowminent peonle  that
normatlly  would have been buried from the cathedral,
My Cusbwa Sv. was one. T remembey going rhere for his
funeral. Hoe was buried from S5t. Patvick's because the
ralthaedyal wasn't  able 10 bo used. He probably was
originally from there anyway, but t{here were wmany
itnstances wben St. Parrick's was used as rhe calbedral,

Whal seens singular to ae, when T remenbs: seeing the
new cathedral, was the regogniiion by Bishop Walsh and
the planners of the rich ethnie¢ background of this
whole area,. The whole backdrop of the nosaic  behind
the altar vepresents just about every nationsliry that
made 1p this whols Youngsiown Diocese, bhecaluse it was a
rich  ethnio diocese. T ¢give tremendous oredit, even
without saying it, but in wmy own mind, Lo someone Jlike
Rishop Walsh apd any pa: i Rishop Malone had 1v  that.
The iecognition --there wasn't any one narionality thal
stood oul above Lhe others. The diocese was made up of
wany, and they all had a pait. This was hyue 1o other
parts  of the divcesa. T think that is  syabolic, We
appreciatad 1he diversity of {he peopie that aake up
this area. Tt's gof a rich hackground.

T  ramember, during the uvourse of this time, Cardinal
Josaf Mindszenty came here for a Labor Day MHass and
valebration. He talked at the cathedral ithrongh  an
interpreler. fle happensd ftn stay at the &8t, ®liwa-
hoth's FHospital while he was in tha aoity. My recollace-
tion is thalt he also approciated and yave regognition
that the diocese was wade up of people of many nation
alivies. He and Lhe Polish penple wora suffering For
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their Faitb, because after he went back to Poland, he
was in  house impl isonment. He was & wvictim of 1he
communist that did net want to recognize the rights of
paoplae, There would bea a record of what he said. Wy
regollention of it is that he appreciated the people
that wonid peacefully be able To work together ragard-
Tess of thei: racial or ethnic background. T think 1he
diverse has exewplifiad that in many ways

The  ofhes rocollection 18 that tremendous things have
heun  dove under Bishop Malone throughou! rthe diocese.
Nul  only bas he been very active in  the education
program, but also in the Jdevelopmenl of the social

services. They really blossowed in the last twenty
vears, T think that 98 a real recognition of the
Church in seivice to the poor. The church is known For
ilts sorial teaching., [ think he brought ii to the
Forefront . . . the care of peownle who are in neoed, T

know dn Catholic Chatitics, he has taken that as a
personal task; Lo make sure thalt every parigh in 1he
diocese recoynizes that it has an obligation 1o support
those who ave in need in a variety of wavs. Sowme of it
is done through the agency. Sowme of it's done throngh
other ways. He ls the champion of that. 8o, it's not
only edunation bui secial services, He's best extrene -
1y interested in one various health care concerns. Foi
egxawpia, gvery Christmas, one of the bhishops would comce
and offer the Midnight HMass., 7T would say both Bishop
aloue and Bishop Fransoetita arve well known in visiting
peoplse  that are 171 Not enly Hdust the wriests and
religiong, bt IF they hear of a family, esvecially
someone thalt has AIfficulty, they are oonvernaed,

One time T remeaber was when Bishoo Malone himself was
111, When be First was bospitalized, he was diagnozed
by Dr, . Ranpple, one of the family physicians. e
had to go to Roswell Memorial FHospital in Buffalo for
further work, There [was] a tremendous ontvouring of
concern and affection that people had. When he g¢ame
bark after that hai rowing @zperience, he wenlt on  tele-
vigion and talked about his experience. [Fe msaid] that
he  appreciated  what! people had doune, thelr pravers,
ithelr cards, Cheir offis, T think being up front with
it, and not Lbaviang people waiting for them to hear it
from soaeons else, . . ., They actually saw him and
haard him say Lhal hisg healil was i nved. He was
given a clean bill of hsaltrh by his physician., He wasg
back  to work on a full-time basis shortly aftrer his
recuparation. That meant a tremendous amount to people
that sonmebody of hig stature didn't send someovne else
to ®ay, "T feel betiter, and T'1l1 Le back on the job
ahaortly " He: stoond in front of ihe total talevigion
andience and gave his own message of hope. I Lhink
thiai helped a lot,



During the war years, T was not in Youngstown for that.
I cane, as my dates will show, after it. Tt was a time
of hiygb employment in this area. Wheo hthe gsteel witls
began to cut back, we would have five and gix Lthousand
people Jaid off al one day, Tt was Risgshop Malone that
took the veins and really gave people a gense of hope.
T cannol  be explaived adeguately. There again, T
think 1t demonsirates the way that he was examplifying
Christ's love for thoge who have any kiud of unfortu-
nale experience, whether ir's Josing a jobh, being 3i11,
ol needing  educalion. That had a big impact on  the
diocese and the way people Ffell. Tt wag so devastating
to  Teel that Lhe wainstay of woiking in the Northeast
part of Ohio was really just pulled out from undey
them,

fle [Bishop Malone] and the Episcopal Rishop tried--and
T think the vecords will show ithat too--to aluwnst, in a

gense, rejuvenatrs the steel induskry. This was vol  a
possihility T don't think thalb not bheing ahle to do
it dis as sigonificant as that it was rried. Having

tried it and demonsirated to Lhe people, "We will fry
to save our valley," gave a rea)l hoost. T don't think
that has been done any place ¢lse that T know of. [T
don't  think] that anybody has actually gonme out inta
the work avea to see if they could form a coalition
with The steslworkers and others. He was knuewn all
over the country for this,

Another thiung of significance, That T think the type of
pricsts and  pastors and bishops have been, Js  that
Bishop Malone was gelevted head of the National Council
of  Cathelic Nishops. Tt's usnally been a Cardinal or
an Archbishop chosen. T'm sure this will come out and
he written up in sowe way, hecause it was a real
honov., T think his interesl in education, his interest
in the social services of people, his interest in  the
pacple Lhat Jaost rheiv jobs throuyglh the decliae of  the
sieel induslvy in this avea, were recoynived. I think
there are a Tot of ather geod things 1hal happened in
thae Youngstown arca. T don't know if you have any
particular questions

Could you tell me the yood things that kep! the Youngs-—
Lown Diovese very stirong and able to grow? What exam-
ples can you give me?

Well, T think the development of the pavishes in subn -
ban aveas bhas helped. T think they kept pace with the
people  as  they moved arcund. The dicvese tried to
provide for them, Many of the inner—city schools had
to  comhine or close Thera has always hoen  a  good,
strony  bage of Catholic education throughout rhe dio-
cese. TL is very difficult to mainiain because of the
aost .



[ think apother major thing. . . . T don't know if T
have all the figures, but with the bishop's support
aud  the skill and leadership of Father Frank Tehnerd,
who was Vicar for Socvial Concerns and Divectror of
Catholic Charities for sixteen vears, the assistance
given to ibhe poor incieased five- Fold. TIn 1976 1he
Catholic Chavities Cauwpaign ¢ollected fFour hundred
twenty one thousand dollars plus. As of 1997, we are
up o one million pine hwiii ed thousand dollars. Al3
of that wmorey goes zo that people who ars v aszed Fo
have ocournseling or otber assistance. Tt means that
every parish donates to Catholic Charities so that
pecple who are less Tortunate will have sonmething.
That money gves not only to Catholics, but to people of
any vvaoe, ¢ieed, or color that have needs. Thoey come
into our sncrial agencies, and we are able in some way
teo  help them, Tt alse demunstrates in  the depressed
cennomy That these people ave not able to take care of
themselvig, Now, the noney includes fHiuads For  soacial
geivicos, Tamily 1ife and miniztry, and social action
programs approved by Bishop Malnne.

Bishop Malone wag recvently recognirzed For his work with
the Jewigh Community. He's been recognized Ffor many
different kinds of things in service Lo the comnuniiy,
s il's not ever Jjust confined toe Lis own churoh. Even

when ne was working with the steelworkers, he  wvasn't
looking at it like, "We will only take care of people
who are from our own particygine Faith.” nstead, he

was looking at it like, "We will take care of anyone
who ig in nesd.” You see some of the people that rally
around him, which ig good.

Another thing that happened as far as activity was the
tremendous growth in perish activity in ithe last twenty
years. This would he Following Valican T7T. T don't
have Tthe documentation, bui it's available o©n the
activities of the Tay people of the pavishes. The only
thing when T was growing up was the parish would have a

parent - toachers' association, They had a holy name
society, but  they had very lititle elso, Now, any

varish, even =& very small paiish, [has wmany souial
groupsl. That's because of the invelvenont of the lay
people  and rhe wondarful Teadership that they've Thad.
Youn can go to a small parish, and they will have many
organizations that will take care of & wvavietry of
necds. For example, they have the JTiturgy commitree.
Thase are wmade up of people that ave very interesiad in
how {he services are going to be condurted. Yon have,
within some pairishes, a bereavement commiltee [For]
peopie that have suffered 5 logs, The peopla that como
together are suppovrtive TF you don’'t have lIeadership
that supports that, The people lose intaorest,



T think RBishop Maleone and Bishop Fransetlta were able fo
let the priests take the lead and work with the people.
I think 1it's a lob more work for the priests today.
Bvan 1f they don't do anyiling =lse but go to either a
committee or fo a commission and say helle to  ihis
gronp  of  Tay people. . . When the wpriest hags A
parigh council and many meetings over a month's  time,
it bhecowes very tiwme consuming. There has beon &
diamatic change, T think. CCertainly, T recoygnire the
tack of a sufficient wumber of priests, bul T think the
priests  that we do bave, especially here in this area
of  the Younystown Diocese are very hard workers. T
think that would he just one little way to demonstrate
that. 7TF you have wany organizations within a yparish,
and each one of thew says, "Well, at least the pastor
can comne over and say hello or sii in at our meeting,”
it «¢an he a burden for the priest to take part in maay
meetings in addition to this own responsibilities

Those, to we, arve growth factors the inveolvement of the
laity.

Tustaead of growth., . . ., There is always sonmethiag
that can hindery an organization. What, do you heliove,
bas hindeved yrowth in lhe past besides economic fFac-
tors?

T think the weconomics has had a rremendons  effect on
the compogition of Lhe different oilies within the
diocese .« . the Lowns and alJl., Violence, T think,
hindeis the yrowth becavss people are Fea ful. I
really feal part of fthe vieolence is dup (o the lack of
opportunity  of Jobs., Within a fanily, ¢hild abuge is
aftan  a result of the fack of a psrson baving a oh,
The family culture ig different. The people, at  one
fiwe, had the extended Fawily. If ihe mother bhad to,
o evonomic  reasons,  go out to work, thoere was a
grandwothor in the home. Tn the cultwre of our

times, there usually isn'i anvone to take oare of
c¢hildren, so 9t is a biy change,

Wo've always had, v miz church, sone soclisl resourcas,
We  slarvbted oul with having orphanages or ohilé care,

Many of our sgivice ayencies, . » The reasor they
gatrariad was for foster ocare gtarted by a pastor in a
parish, Tnstead of wanting children to be in  orphan

asylums, they wanted Them to be in a lowe situation,
which 1is very good. Bubt, now there are so many homes
where there are single parents, That's why T think (he
growth ig just the people donating more to i{he Catholic
Charitles over the years, bscause those are the kiad of
naeeds That we're sevvicing.

3 don't ever remember, axvepl during the Depression,
that  you heard of soup lines. When T was ¢iowing up,
you dida't have such thiuvygs as soup lines., Well, now



ol have places rhronghout the aves that have to  have
them. Part of that is the economy, but part of 31t is
many people have justi Josi a seuse of hope. That's why
T think it is so impoiriant when Catholic people know
that rheir feadership gives them a sense of hope even
in the worst of tiwes. Bishops, plriests, and laity
damomsidate that by the Lhings {hal they’ve done., They
contippally  try-—even .7 Lthere 15 a winimum of f£unds
for educalion- -to sducate Lhe children, They work vetry
well with the public scheol systen, because Lhey feesl
gducaticn ig so lwpoeoriant. They work very well with
ihe health facilities,

80, the diccese does not appeatr to be having a Jack
of donaiions?

O, yes. Tt has a lack of donations. 7 think vou have
to look at it in pergpective when vyou think of the
numhars of penple 1hat are withent jobs., 5riLl11 in the
parishes have been willing Lo support olhers that are
worge off than they. 1'm sure they are called on  for
many things But? Tthai is a trremendous thing. TF  we
ate  able o gel cloge te two willion dellars in dona-
tiong from a si® oounty area, and then all of that goss
out dimmediately, that is wvery good. You can't always
weel the tolal nead. Our exXpenses are incdreasing. All
the money thal we geb to bhelp {the poor vomes From  the
people in owr own parishes. Now, the agencies also get
halp Ffrom Tnited Way. But, T was lnooking at the docu-
menlation  frow sowe other areas, and they don'it  beginp
tae  goet  compavahkle  funds from their pavishes. The
pay ish ig not the bishop. Tt i not the priest. Tt's
a  compinabion of hoth with the people who ave willing
1o gacrifice themselves., Tt's a real tribule. T thiuk
a lot of it is hecause of the mixture we have of peo-
nla, There is not Jjust one ethnio group.

There are @any different ethnic groveps that have cone
in evan  in the lagt fifleen yesars. T vomembher the
Higspanics vame originally frow Puerto Rigo. Later, we
got a lot from Mexrico, both heve in the Youngstown atrea
and  From here to the differeut citigs. Thoy followad
ihe stesel mills. There was a irenendous growlh  iun
eaploynent.  Well, we wmay nol have everyibing that {lhay
ware 1ooking for, even after ithe gteel nills glaosed,
but they saw L az so muel better Phan what  they had
any place thal they came From. Thoy were welcomed.

T think that g a oredit, not to ona, but to the feel -
ings thal Thave been generated thioughout the yeais
mhout welcoming other people, In sose places, peaple
feel 1hat others cowme To take our jobs, the few Jjohs

that we have . . . and we don't wapt you. T don't
think, as a tolal diocvese, ihat this has bheen as preva-
lent . We  also have zowme nmigrant workers up in the
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Ashtabula area alonyg Fhe lake which ig pavt of the
diocese, Some have chosen 1o smlay. The Diocese has
been yiving some help now in rrying to get thew set-
tled. Another thing iz that there is a need For better
bousing in the area. A1) of those things tie togetherv.
Throughn funds froam the cawpaign for Human DNevelopment
there s a aystem to try to help fhem to gel  Jow-cost
honaing.

T'wm geoing ta go bavk really before 1the Younystbown
Dicocese hecawne separate frow 1he (leveland focesea.
This area was predowinantly composed of Prolestants due
to the steel mills' ownership and otlher business. Why
do  you think there geems to be wore Catholic faith in
this area? Like the Debartolo’s, powerful people, who
are really able to help the diocese, help the Catholic
faith in {his area. What do von think happened?

L think it was the recoynition that these penple have a
vight ful place in scciety. While {here weve many poor
among immigrants wheun tbey Ffirst cauwe--this would be
liue of any place--~they worked bard to  iluprove their
aituation. Mayhe these are ones that you are talking
about. The particulayr non-Catholics, if T aould put it
Fhal way, were well-estahliahed.

S0, havinyg becen here prioy lo the newcomers and the

immigrants ., . . thoy were the ouns that sel up  the
Jobs, and they were the ones that ran The steel wmills
and all T wouldn't Lake a negative attiiude abonut

them., T think people that provide work for others are
o be commended. Recause they had fuands, fhe owners
warea able to pievide thenm with work apd bhave asore
money . They did employ a lot of jgmigrants. Opce the
imnigrants  got  an educstion. . . . That's why T
Lthink, ouce tho Catholics became an  educated gloup,
they vrospered.

When they came, many of thow had a  language probien.
The ohuiches wanted the people 1o lesrn Epylish and 1o
herome well educated. Ti's people like the DeBartolos
and the Cafavos. Their people came from way back.
They probably didn't speak English. But, onca they
came and understood- hacause they bave a lot of abili -

ties -—il was 1ecognized thal thoy could be leaders. T
think 1t was 1he cvedit of the church thal recognized
that.. Sometimes, maybe, somne people Feel today that

we've  losi our heritage because only Bnglish was spo-~
ken. They insisted on English in many of the schonls,
bul it was for That reason. Today, they want ibhe ¢hild
io Jearn bhoth Janynayeg, nol lose what he has 1f he is
Hispanic or whatever nationality he is. Tn the early
days, in order Toy the immigrants 1o gel alouy ~if vou
Lthink of the steel milis ~if Lhere was a white foreman
that only uwnderstood Buglish, he didn’'t want to bothes
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witlhh somebody nnless he could understand what he was
trying to tell him. I i{hink it's the leaders that
we've bhad that have sneoom aged, in a variety of ways,
anyvone that would be williny to work for the good of
others Lo develop theis own gkills Ffirsgt,

211 7T can  iwply firom what vou gsid ig educalticon is
bhecoming Amei jcanized, really.  Tr may be Lhe fact that
you nead a pepnlation the gsize that we have, first of
211, to ezpand like rthe dlocesae veeded to and to bevone
g0 strong and & Jdominant foree in 1his artea. Do you
think we would st1]1L have Lhat if the stes]l syvsbtoewms
had not vilosed?

T rhink that the ethnic groups, ag They became accli-
mated to this area, would wmaybe have taken over some of
the steel wmills. There weve many Taclors why that
vould not have happened. But, T think they {ook over
in olhery ways. You have to start aitl  having good
leadership. You have o stavrt with pusbing education
and recognizing a good social  service syvsiem. T
credit the cburch. T'a net as knowledgeable about any
other  particvlar faiths. Wot thal they didn't do 1%,
T'sy only saying what T know what was done in the Catho-
Tig¢ entities-~the parishes--to enconrage the Faithfnl
peopla  to he of holp to each other That's how a lot
of thesa differen! counittess developed in the pavish-
P&, Fre isn't inst a case of comlng to chureh on Sunday
and yoing off, and Just having services only ouce, and
then forgetting aboul i, T think ii's sad that some
things have uob continued 1o grow. But, ihere ave so
mary factors that make that. Sometimes, these things
come n oyeles.  We don't kopow, Ti's a glohal econowmy
that we are dealing with {oday. Why things are down, 7T
don’'t know. T think we have a Tob going For us in  the
Catholic Chuich as av entity,

Are you a Catholia or ave yvou not?
[Catholic] and Methodist.

Yes, rhat's good.

I have bhoth,

von undevstand 11 then.

What do yvou believe has heen thoe higgest cohange, hea
gides Walking Toygaethar, in the dicrese?

Well, T haven't (ivewn i1bhal mueh thought .

To me, T think 1he Walking Togaiher Program is a veiy
sigpificant change.



Tt's significant because iT's unigue. Now there aro
other places that have something similar, bul. what T
would say, even the tiltle. ., . . No priest siood up
and  said, "Well, tomeoriow we're yoing to olose this
chuvrch, and you are golng to have to ¢go to another
chunweoh " Tt was well thoughl ont and well plauned.
The people were very much involved, They had an oppov-
findty to come togethe: and {alk abont what v was
dasigned to de. Tt Aidn't come as a dichum friom  on
bigh. Tt was not a total shock. The people were given
tThe Llools o examine what rheir gitnation was by bhaving
weetings and asking series of yuesltions. They also had
plenty of time to veally reflect on what this means.
Fov eXample, thers were two or three churcheg 1in the
gsame neighborhood that started because, in  the immi-
graulr mentaliiy, earh little group that came developed,
and they had i{heir own church,

Az  these paople moved away from their c¢enter, they
1177 would come back only for Sunday Sevvices, Jusl
letrting the poeople sit down and say, "Ave we ia a
gituation where ihis is good senga, that we can contin-
na  to say that the chuich is a building?” The  churceh
is made up of people. Where the building s  ‘tocated
now, everybody Tovng their chureh thal they've had s
part in building up. 7T think the way Walking Together
was handled, knowing what weni on in Detroil and Chica-
ygo and eveun iao Pittrgburgh . . . not to he sayiny
that ihey didn't do it the 1ight way, buir it didn'i
coma across o people that T've heard talk  about  it,
Thay were iaken by swrpriss. Thaey felt they dido't
have an  opporiuvity o 12171 ihoedr gide of it. Thay
didn't catl thom fogether in the ssame way. MNow, maybe
The people T happen 1o hesary that from dido’'t  go  when
they had & wealing. Rut, Lhis is ‘nique how they
developed this Walking Togaiher in our Diocese,

When vou have . . . T can't rewewbhery how wany  thousand
people came Logether aver the total diocese ip the two
year period. They at Teast heard about it. T wouldun't
Took al [the program] as radical. When you are pari of
something, 3t miyht be, . . . T've had an opportuni-
ty  that T think it ouyght {0 he done thies way, or T

think it onght 1o he done 1hat way. You beygin to
teflect  on it and may, "Well, lel's work tfoyether on
this. " Ho, we'rvre walking together I romembhar hear

ing, "We got 1o keep this church, because it's the only
one  of our payticular oatiopality in the whole aity,”
Well, d1s the church that way, or is 1t the people
wanting io come togethor? Jo, if you have less than &
couple  hundred families, it's very difficult to meat
SApenses,

T ihink some of the biy differvences bave boen the  Tack

of  empioyment. When T Ffival came to  Youngstown, the



boapital Jobs wers congidered very low pay compaved  to
the wills. That is why they would take anything bnt
that . ¥ow the hospitals and the university are the
bigyest emplovers. That'zs a big change. TFf we c¢an
keap a geood educvational systew, you have a gouwod health
syslen, Avd you can gervice people, the peeople will
rime up aod

Youngslown wili not deteriovate. T fhink 1he power s
in 1he people coning together,

Wow, yon  didn’i wmeniion much about yourself. What was
your First assjignmeni in the dioccese?

In the diccesge, wy flest assignment was 8t., Eliza-
belh's.

Wore you a nurse?

Nu, T was not, T worked in an office before T enfered
the community. T suppose becanse of that, T went to
the office. Ve didn't ask at thal time for special
work. T dAidn't know, when T ¢ame Lo our sisters, whal
I wvondd do. T knew the sistevs were Tuw gchool . . . da
reaching. 7 didn't give i1 a whole 1ol of thouyht. 1
wag morve interesled in really becomding a sisier and
just being dedicated, I presumed T would @ither be Jn
teachling oy in gome type of child care. T alse knew
thal we lad a ehild cares conter  in Cleveland. T
thouyht pwrhaps, bsoause 7 was very iuotorested 1o
children, T widht work there, Bub T never frhought of
Leiny in 1the hospiral,

Ta that where you stayed?

T stayved thoere. T jusi went up the ranks.

Do you have a bachaelei ‘s degree in teaching?

¥o. My undergraduats woilk was ¢alled a BLS in Com-
merdce. T went two yoears to Youngstown State on a
part time bhasis. T took aceopnuting. HMost of mny ac

counting is from there. Then, 1T got o bacheloi's  fronm
St. Touig Universily afier two yvears., Then 7 wenl  on
for a master's in Bogpital addministration, T had a
residency in  WVew York at 3t, Vipcent's Hogpital, T
have bheen vary active in all kinds of health care,

T'w Fsom 8. Lionuis.

Ar¢ you?

Yeu .,

Y11, then you know St. Lonis University.
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I yrew up in Floresceni,

Ti's a nive gection. Theie 1s tremendous ygrowth in 54,
Lionis,

T went  back this suvamer., T couldn't halisve i1, Now,
w0 heiong in adwinigtraiion . . . that's probably why
youl know so much.

No. T've just been around awhilas.

80, afkber Vaticvan IT, yon were able to vhoose vour
asgignment?

T supposs that was lrue, I started oul worvking itn The

admittring office. Aboutr that iime, we went info a
building program, 1 wosked with the adminisiralor.

She was the adainistraloer at the {ime in the buillding
program whan we bnilt the west building. We had  just
north  aagd south bhuildings. Then, T was the assgistant
for a conple vears. When T becawe rhe adsinistrator,
we  went into a couple other building proygrams. T was
never Jn the same kind of a job very Jong, although T
was a8t the same institution. My Jjoh was Jdifferent al}
the tima., T Just happened to like psople. I loved our
eaplioyoees. Theo T became interesied at the State Jevel
in the Catholi¢ Conferenve of Ohio., There is a lot  of
activity there., Then, T was in healih associations al
the National level,

S0, when 4did vou rome o Catholic Charities?
T ¢came in July of 1990.
From 8t. Eligabeth's?

Mo, I was in leadership ln our comminity Ffor  elght
years. T was elected in 19281, and then T weni fto Wotre
Dawe University for a vear sabbalical. While T took
conrzes thero, i became interestad in social gervices.
T worked duriung my sabbalical o0 gone hosmeless sheligrn
there. T've &always admiied people whoe took vara  of
those 1n need.

fu whal Jis youwr Job now? What do vou do?

I'm covngidered the Vicar for sucial conceins. Thai's
more or less to be a coordinater. T den't praeiend o
have any real high powered Job. 1t would ke Jike a
deparimunt bead of the particular sccial  concerns  we
handie. AT1 the different Carholic agencies are sewa

rately Incorpovated, bhut we coordinale them., We liave g
man  thai is fnli-Fime in Cathelic Charitias. W hove
sonial  action direchor. He deals with the social
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teachings of the chuieh, and alse active in  pro-Jlife
comupunitics, women's commission, and fhe wioorities
comrission. You name it. He has bheeun acl ive in a  lal
of things. This is the office where our annual appeal
is done. A Tot of our activity is tryving te encourage
parishiovners to donate and ti1y to saxplain 1o thew what
the money is used For., What we use it for is published
anuually

Thei, we #lgo have a compission Lhat's wmade up of three
Carholic Hospitals, thres Catholic Nurming Homes, and
the seven Social Service Ageacies in our diocesne. We
come  Togelher and {xy to see that the health care of
the poor is provided., If the agency knows that some-
body needs some kind of care, we try to work togeiher.
Ti's dhe thiee differenl eutities. We have a vary
aciive Catholic Charities Board. Tt's an advisory
boavrd. TL  is made up of people From ihroughoul the
diovese, There are rhirty-one people on  that  hoard.
They are the ones fthat help us toe respond to  the ap-
peal. They also Find out how the movey is used so we
can demonsirate what is being done.

S0 you are Ffrom Clavaland?
T'm originrally fiom Cleveland Yo,

T'm  surprised you didn't stay with +he (leveland
NDiocese,

T was, T thouyht T was staying with it. Whea T en
terad, it was the Clevoland Miocese,

Theg told you that yon were coming Lo Youngstown? Ta
that what happened?

Whean T entersad the convent . . See,  our mofher
house is in Viila Mavia, Pennsylvania, vhich is  wigh!
off of Ronte 422. We started outr ag a Cleveland rveli~
gious group. We didn't becowe papal until the end of
the 1940's. But, when T entered, T thought T  was
entering s communily that was vevy acrive in all north-
gastiern Obio, which was true. T was inlerestoed at  one
time dn looking iulo the different wmissionary ordervs.
But, T chose this congragation hecause ¥  knew them.
The Cleveland Diocese, at oue iime, alse had Toledo and

atl of Youngsitown, 1 don 'L LnOW whether
Steubenville. . . . T think that camc off of the
Colunhbus Tiocoese, When the Youngsbown Diocwss was
formed, our sisters were working here. Qur mother

honse  is actvally located in the Pittaburgh Niocese,
but we pever looked at ourselves as being a  Pittsburygh
congregation, becausae we came out of the Cleveland

experienve. When we becawe papal, it meant we coconld
work in any diocese where we had a  relationslhip with
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the people of Lhat arsa.

T'd Yike fo ask gon twyo Lthings. A1 its wvorst aund  at
its best, could vou desoribe working in the dioccese?

At dits  besl, T've enjoyed being at the hospital. T
feel vely much a part of the diocese i wy  present
position. T osver Jooked at anything sag al its  worsti,
T don't know what you mean when you say, "at its worst
wor king 1w the diocese,”

TJave 1here been any uegative moments  for  you? Any
vagreLg?

There would he negative noments in anyithing. Getting
dark 100 eariy at niglbt s a negative foiu ae. No, T
can't  smay rthat  theve have beent  fraumatic  types of
things.

When T agk rhis question, T always assume that one of
the sisters, espocially a sister would tell ne mayvbs at

the host wonld be afrer 1963 due to Vatican 77T, 50
many of {he ohanges. . . . TF T said at it

worgt- -not gavipg 14 wvas so bad bt pmavbe  [1% was
wovrse] belfore Vatican 77T,

You have to ramember T grew up in that pariod, I was
surprised that soue felt 1L was a bad time. I  wanted

to he a sistev very much. If there werec any thinugs
that were Lo he copgidered by olhers as  "bad,” T
Thought  well, thal wasg a1l just part of ihe game, T

didn't Jeook at thewn as negatives. T wouldn't want Lo
go back Lo some of the rvrestrictiong that we had, but 7T
didn't Tlook At thew at the Lime as upusual, For in-
stance, we had restrictions , . . if you visited your
howe, you had tou be back at the convent at a very early
tiwme. Thalt was a real difficulty for the people that
had 1o Dhvring vou because we didn't lLave cars, W
didn't drive. Bul, if you came from the kiund of Tamily
T did, they undevsiood that. They just made sure that
they were the ones pushing me out the door o gel fto
the convent on Lime. Now, T suppoge yvou could look at
it Lhat it shonldn’'t have been.

Pul wvou don'i think of that?

N, Mo, You grow np. 1'w gure you 4id thinys when
you were a ¢hild that when yon Jook back now, you'd
gay, "A ¢hiid today wonldn't pul up with that.,”

Also, T wonld ihink al itg hest 1o wme, from these
interviews, wounld bhe the opportunitics thal the sisters
have been given now for adaoinistral ive work.

o

See, T had that befors Vatican IT fo, some sisters
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would, Althongh, wo always had sisters that wora
principals of schools which would be a key administra-

tive position, T thiank T would leook at it more as the
chureh recognizing ike gigns of lhe times when Vaitlcan
TT cams along "Signe of the Fipes” is sori of a liite

phrase nowadays, I don'l want to use it in that sense,
bul things bhave vhanged., T balonyg {0 what iz called an
apogstolic compuniiy, We were always aciive. Now, wo
didn't all & lve vars, We didn't do a lol of {hat kiad
of  thing. There were always some sisters  thart  did.
Ofherwige you couldn't gel around,

But, onua they saw that things were changing, oui
compuniiy wade chonges. 7T think having ¥nylish in  the
Mass and things like that were gignificant changes For
me, T veally appreciated that. T Tikad the Tistin, bhut
having that kind of thing wmade it  that you really
uvnderslood, and you felt a part ofF it. T can't honest-
ly smay that T felt abused in auy way. Tf anyvone 4id,
they 1aft. Buil we didn’'ft have a vaal difficult  tiwe.
We were not considered a community that  had  unngual
cuUsroms . T think there wmay have been. T've heard of
sowe, The vragiyiction en time. . . Thea resiviciion
o goioy  home. , . . When you are young, you are
aimost glad teo have something, becavse you have so0
Iittle ihat vyou «an offer, If it’'s apwptoached that
way, that this was something thal was real special, vou
do it for God. That's the way I Took at 3t., T would-
'l osay everything is vosy, bul T don't know of any
aajor problems. T jngl thank God for my health and
the ability to keep going.

s there a mandatory votivemnent age of seventy fov Lhe
sigterar

Ny, TF yon are healthy and you are able to work, you
Ay,

Can you stay in this jobh?

Notr  pecessarily.  They usvally don't have the gisters
teaching in a vlassroonm or doing something 1o shreau
vus  when Lthey are older. T wouldn't adviss sounsbody
older to siay in a ¢lassroow. T think your ability to
reaci with children nay be stressful.

Adwinisiralive Type work is noi {ime bound ov age
bouud, T wouldn't want to be in it if 7 or anybody
elge  felt that T would wmake it difficult for somebody
else. Why waste all that knowlaedge and not serve?

Ts there anything else you 1hink we need to discuss?

&

T don't know 1f that's avny help to you.
You are so improssive, T thiock, with  your knowledge.
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