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Mr. William Brewster was born in the city of Hartford, Cdnnecticut, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. William Brewster. Growing up in Waterbury, Connecticut and Belmont,
Massachusetts, Brewster attended numerous public schools.

Following high school, Brewster worked at various jobs. He then entered the
seminary, preparing himself for religious service as clergyman in the Episcopal Church.
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Presently, Reverend Brewster continues to be very active in the Youngstbwn
community. He resides with his wife, Dr. Arlene Brewster, at 117 Miil Creek Drive,

Youngstown, Ohio.
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This is an interview with Reverend William Brewster for the Youngstown State
University Oral History Program, on Rabbi Sidney Berkowitz, by Maithew Butts,
on July 8, 1992, at St. John's Episcopal church, at 10:20 a.m.

Can you tell me a little bit about yourself, as far as your childhood and your
education?

| was born in Hartford, Connecticut. [I] grew up in Waterbury, Connecticut. | am
the son of an Episcopal priest. My grandfather was a bishop of the Episcopal
Church, and my great-grandfather was a minister of the Episcopal Church --
minister and priest. My great-great-grandfather was born a Congregationalist
and died an Episcopalian. He decided to switch over during the 1820's at Yale
University. My heritage starts in 1620 on the colony. | am a descendant of
William Brewster from the colony, and | bare the name. That is why | have no
middle name.

My schooling, with the exception of my first two years in Belmont,
Massachusetts, my schooling was entirely at independent schools in new
England. My father was the headmaster of a New England school, a church
school, and | went to one. 1 went to Kent School in Kent, Connecticut and
graduated, not from there. But later my father went to start another school in
Austin, Texas for the Episcopal church, a parochial educational boarding school.
| finished there and went on to the University of Texas. | can keep on going.

Okay.

| was in the United States Navy in the 1950's, the mid-1950's. | went to seminary
at the Church Divinity School in the Pacific in Berkeley, California. My first job
was at the American Church in Switzerland, as the assistant and Youth Worker
for American Students Overseas. Then | went to the University of Chicago for
my Masters of Arts in ethics and social science. | went from there into campus
ministry and taught at Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan. From there, |
came into parish ministry, Christ Church, Ground Book, and here.

What was your father’s name?

William Brewster.

William Brewster, also.

Yes.

When you came to Youngstown, what struck you about the city?
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I came in 1979. Youngstown Sheet & Tube had already closed, and the rest
was about to close. | was told when | came that nothing more would close. Ten
days after | arrived, it was announced that US Steel would close thirteen plants
nationwide, two of them in the Youngstown district. My first impression was that
this was a city on the brink of disaster. Although no one would admit it to me, |
felt that, and it was; and it continued to be. It almost looked, downtown -- by
1979 -- that it was being deserted. A lot of the buildings had already been torn
down, like the Palace Theater. There were parking lots there. So my first
impression was that there were few of the first families still left on the north side.
There was this nice looking university across the street. It was well kept. | knew
some of the faculty members, and | felt that the university, in every department,
had a bright spot on the teaching staff. But the city itself looked old, and | was to
learn just how old it was when [ went to four a steel plant just before it closed. |
discovered that the main power plant had been installed in 1207. That was in
the Ohio Works. Did that give you an idea?

Yes.

And, [ was to learn that there was some solid material here. There were lots of -
good people in Youngstown. A lot of people who cared deeply, but there was
almost a paralysis. “What can we do?” It took awhile before some people
decided that some things could be done, and so, some things have changed.
That is good.

How soon after you arrived did you meet Dr. Berkowitz?

| think | met Dr. Berkowitz very shortly after | arrived. My wife is Jewish and.
remains Jewish, and she made her way to Temple Rodef Sholom shorily after .
we arrived. | know she linked up with some people there for Passover in 1980,
and | think we met Dr. Berkowitz some time right around then. | got to know him
and his new associate shortly after that young man arrived. Of course, that was
Rabbi Powers who stayed on afterwards.

What struck you about Rabbi Berkowitz?

Well, | felt he was a very intelligent man, very well read. | feit that he knew the
city very well, and | was just amazed that he had been in that position so long.
By 1979, he had been here already 31 or 32 years, and certainly in my
experience with religious institution, that is a very, very long time. In my own
tradition, hardly anyone stays over 25. It is a very unusual thing for someone to
go and stay in one spot. So, that was very unusual for me to meet him, who had
such knowledge of this community. The other thing that struck me was what a
good relationship he and the bishop had -- that is the Catholic bishop. | found
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that very unusual. it had not been true in other cities where | had lived. In that
way, it was a very unusual thing. 1was also struck by the fact that Sidney wrote
out everything he said. When he preached his sermons, they were from
manuscripts.

Oh, yes.

Somehow, | would have thought that if he indeed had a manuscript, he probably
would have used it as a prop and put it there just as a reminder, but would
definitely present it as material much more conversationally or much more face-
to-face. But he used a manuscript. Therefore, what he may have lacked in eye
contact or in the simplicity of stories, he made up for in terms of perhaps a more
complex analysis of issues, bringing together much more material and
presenting that to his congregation.

This is a new question, which our director wanted to ask. What did he physically
look like?

He was short. He was a short man. | do not know if he was always short, but
certainly in his upper years he was short. He seemed to be a little hunched,
totally uninclined to exercise. | had a feeling that was something he just did not
do ever. | do nof know whether he ever walks or not, but he did not present
himself as someone what was vibrant, physically. | know lots of people in their
seventies who are very active. He was just the opposite. For what it is worth
that is what | remember.

so when you arrived here, in the first couple of years, would you describe
Youngstown as having a very healthy religious community?

Well, what | found was a much more noticeable religious community than | have
ever encountered. This is the smaliest city that | ever lived in as an adult. | find
in most other places in the nation, churches and temples, have very much been
pushed to the background. You do not even find a religion page in newspaper,
and you do not find any religious broadcasting very much.- Well, here they have
Reflections, there is Viewpoint, there is Reel-to-Reel. There are probably four
television offerings every week that are offered by the major networks in the city.
They feel it has allowed time for these radio programs that are locally generated.
There is now the Ecumenical Telecommunication Network. Actually, it is owned
and operated locally. [It consists of] Protestants, Catholics, and Jews together
offering locally produced material, as well as linking up with Down Link with
National Syndicated Columns. There is the Association of Churches still active,
very active at that time -- a full time staff and two assistants. The Catholic
Diocese, being here, was very prominent, very open to letting their library be
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used by Protestants, as well as Catholics.

It seems that when there was frouble and there were issues to be -
addressed, that the leadership of the Protestants and the Catholic, and the
Jewish Community got together. One of those was Sidney Berkowitz. The other
was James Malone. The third one was Richard Spiker. The three of them all
during the 1870's, probably the 1960's, the 1970's, and the very early 1980's
were like a triamberage. They would get together. They would make joint
statements. Whether or not the politicians listened, they looked like they were
listening. So in that sense it was a much more active and public religious
community than { had encountered before coming here.

Where is Reverend Spiker? Is he still in the area?
He is retired.
He is retired?

Yes, he is retired. If you wish to talk to him and interview him, you could
certainly reach him. He is in the phone book, or you could find his number
through the Association of Churches. :

Okay.

His replacement was Alcey Birsey. | wonder if he is in our directory. [Looking for-
a directory]

Okay. Did you ever have an opportunity to attend a service at Rodef Sholom?
Did | see a service at Rodef Sholom?
Yes.

Oh, yes. On many occasions. | went chiefly for the High Holy Day services. |
visited with my wife. | felt that those were solemn occasions that were well
conducted. | felt that Rabbi Berkowitz's sermons on those occasions were very
to the point, usually issue-oriented. | also felt that his congregation really
listened. Even if they disagreed, they realily listened. His successor was also a
very good preacher, Rabbi Powers. A lot of people came and listened to him. |
felt that a very profound religious presence was managed or produced there by
the rabbi and by the people who helped lead the services.

When you walk into the temple, what does it look like? How is it different than,
say, a Protestant church?
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Well, that temple, Temple Rodef Sholom, is certainly built in the classic manner.
When you look, you see a dome. When you look down, you see the tabernacle
and you see the Torah. There are two or three that are in there, and certainly
Rodef Sholom is a grand building. It does have a sense of an aura about it. It
produces a sense of awe. | guess | had never seen a temple quite like that one
before. | have been in a number of temples, and most of them are new and not
particularly awe-inspiring, architecturally. The orthodox shoals | have been in
usually are not chosen for their architectural splendor. You do not need much.
You just need a place to meet. So, many are just rooms, or they are rooms in
houses and things like that, whereas this temple really has a sense of aura about
it.

You mentioned the dome. Is there anything else that strikes out at you when
you enter it?

[Laughter} | have never seen theater seats with big fat cushions in them in a
religious building. In that sense, they have catered to the congregation by giving

them a comfortable chair fo sit in. | am used to hard pews. At most, shaped

pews with maybe a thin pad in the seat to soften the blow. But, in our-own, we
have curved seas that are surprisingly comfortable for having no soft cushion to
them. But there you have theater seats.

That is interesting. 1 did not know that. Your wife mentioned a little bit about a
cross-pulpit exchange between St. Johns and Rodef Sholom.. Can you describe
that? ' '

Well, Rabbi Powers and | talked about that. Actually, Sidney was still alive, and
he gave his blessing to the experiment. Powers and | conceived of the idea that
we would do our most characteristically Christian service here and invite him to
preach, and they would do their most characteristically Jewish service there on a
Friday night and invite me to preach. | think we did this about three times. The
first time we did it, some of our people went. Actually, more of their people came
down here than we went up there. It was a way of exchanging and a way of
experiencing each other's form of worship. People really appreciated David's
being here.

| remember that [ heard afterwards that Rabbi Berkowitz was not pleased
that | had not invited him up into the sanctuary area. Well, first of all, | did not
think about that. It was Rabbi Powers | had invited to preach. And secondly, we
do not have a whole lot of chairs up there. Unlike what they refer to as the
Dayus in the temple, which is really like a stage -- that is the other thing that
struck me. It looks more like a stage, and they have even a dozen major chairs
up there, with high backs and things. We have maybe four or five, where we
could put dignitaries and other people, so | never thought about it. If we had
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brought him and put him in some way and allowed him to sit up there, he
probably would have disappeared from sight, and we would not be able to see
him. All | remember about my preaching up there is that | really talked about
Jesus in the temple. Afterwards, several people said, “You know, | have never
heard Christians talk about Jesus as a Jew. | cannot understand that.”

So we had those pulpits, which were formal exchanges. Later on, we had
some study groups up there with them, and they with us; but that was only once.
| guess what | learned from this, from a program point of view, is that people are
willing to give time or take time for their own congregation, but they have little
time for anything else, even if they think it is a good idea. They do not have the
time or do not want to carve out another evening to something like that.

After Rabbi Berkowitz died, was there a void left within the Youngstown
community? Did they ecumenical developments that had taken place diminish at
all? ' '

| believe they did. It is hard to put the finger on what the transition point was, but
| know that as of a year or so ago, it seemed to me that it was unclear who
spoke for the Jewish community and who represented the Jewish community
and who did Jews look to and who did the rabbis among themselves chose to -
hold up as the chief rabbi. We had a situation as of two years ago, where we
had a brand new rabbi at Rodef Sholom, a brand new rabbi at El Emeth, further
out in Liberty. The rabbi from the south side was well known and well liked, but
did not seem to be held up as spokesman for the Jewish community. So, it was
unclear. Going back further, I know that Rabbi Powers is certainly, beingas .
young as he was, just did not have the same stature in the eyes of the people,
as Sidney Berkowitz did. And | think something else, certainly the reformed
community, reformed Jewish community, that has existed here for many
generations was decidedly not Zionist in their Orientation. With Rabbi Powers -
came a very definite point of view -- the Zionist point of view.

[ think one of the basic conflicts he had in the congregation that he
brought to them was he was not only an innovator bringing in a new prayer book,
which he had helped edit in a way, because he was part of that young group that
studied it, but he also propounded Zionism. Even though he was not militant, he
propounded it, and took that point of view in his sermons. All the rabbis since
then have been more outspokenly Zionist in their point of view. That has
definitely cast a chill on the ecumenical movement.

The reason it has is that in the Christian community, the early Christian
missions were all to the Palestinian peoples in the Near East and the Middle
East. So, you have Presbyterian, Methodist, and Anglican missionaries going
out to Palestinians in Jerusalem and to Syria. So, you have Syrian Christians;
you have Palestinian Christians, with whom there is a iot of rapport over
generations. The Zionist movement comes into the middle of that and claims
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land, has land, and holds land; and it begins to build the ideclogy saying that,
“We deserve the land.” It changes the mix, so that there has not been as nearly
as strong a sense of unity since then. The only one of those three that remains
is James Malone, and he probably will only remain another two or three years,
because | think he is in his seventies. At seventy-five, he retires. It is a miracle
he has lived. He had cancer ten years ago. So, he has lived. He continues to
speak, but without the other two grand old men there, it is hard to find out who
speaks for the Jewish community and who truly speaks for the Protestant world
here. And that is too bad. Okay, that was a long answer to your question.

No, no. That was great. That was very good. Was Rabbi Berkowitz, he was not
as staunch a Zionist, then? He did not give that impression?

No. Well, | think in his heart -- he definitely was ardently a Jew, from his toes up.
Definitely a Jew. He was schooled in all the rabbinic traditions, and there was
Hebrew. That was all there, but [ think from a political point of view and from a
cultural point of view, he had been brought up as an assimilated Jew. He
received a doctorate, his Ph.D., at Oxford, meaning that he had been going back
and forth in western culture. He studied his religious heritage in the context of
western philosophy, the traditional philosophy, classic philosophy, modern
philosophy, and the break down of the modern philosephy; so that he had much
more sense that the well-being of Judaism in the western world, particularly in
the English-speaking world, was carried along by the well-being of the culture
generally. Even though the Holocaust has cast an enormous spell on that reality
-- I mean it really has undermined that belief profoundly. Even though that was
true, | think he still held on and clung to a sense that he was part of the larger
culture, not just a Jew.

Younger rabbis came along caught up in the education about the
Holocaust and how, in fact, it was perceived at one time that Jews never could
be totally assimilated and, if they thought they were assimilated, they probably
were at their most dangerous place and they must watch out. So every young
Jew believes that. That is, those who observe and those who care about it. | am
sure you would find lots of Jews who are not religious and not Zionist. But, | am
talking about the self-conscious Jew. The younger generation is very different in
that sense.

Did Rabbi Berkowitz ever speak at St. John's?

He claims he did and i think he did back in the 1950's. Yes, he did.

Okay.

| would say, back in the 1950's, what | hear described was that there was very
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This is an interview with Reverend William Brewster for the Youngstown State
University Oral History Program, on Rabbi Sidney Berkowitz, by Matthew Butts,
on July 8, 1992, at St. John's Episcopal church, at 10:20 a.m.

Can you teil me a little bit about yourself, as far as your childhood and your
education?

[ was born in Hartford, Connecticut. [I] grew up in Waterbury, Connecticut. | am
the son of an Episcopal priest. My grandfather was a bishop of the Episcopal
Church, and my great-grandfather was a minister of the Episcopal Church --
minister and priest. My great-great-grandfather was born a Congregationalist
and died an Episcopalian. He decided to switch over during the 1820's at Yale
University. My heritage starts in 1620 on the colony. [ am a descendant of
William Brewster from the colony, and | bare the name. That is why | have no
middle name.

My schooling, with the exception of my first two years in Belmont,
Massachusetts, my schooling was entirely at independent schools in new
England. My father was the headmaster of a New England school, a church
school, and | went to one. | went to Kent School in Kent, Connecticut and
graduated, not from there. But later my father went to start another school in
Austin, Texas for the Episcopal church, a parochial educational boarding school.
[ finished there and went on to the University of Texas. | can keep on going.

Okay.

[ was in the United States Navy in the 1950's, the mid-1950's. | went to seminary
at the Church Divinity School in the Pacific in Berkeley, California. My first job
was at the American Church in Switzerland, as the assistant and Youth Worker
for American Students Overseas. Then | went to the University of Chicago for
my Masters of Arts in ethics and social science. | went from there into campus
ministry and taught at Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan. From there, |
came into parish ministry, Christ Church, Ground Book, and here.

What was your father's name?
William Brewster.

William Brewster, also.

Yes.

When you came to Youngstown, what struck you about the city?
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| came in 1979. Youngstown Sheet & Tube had already closed, and the rest
was about to close. | was told when | came that nothing more would close. Ten
days after | arrived, it was announced that US Steel would close thirteen plants
nationwide, two of them in the Youngstown district. My first impression was that
this was a city on the brink of disaster. Although no one would admit it to me, |
felt that, and it was; and it continued to be. It almost looked, downtown -- by
1979 -- that it was being deserted. A lot of the buildings had already been torn
down, like the Palace Theater. There were parking lots there. So my first
impression was that there were few of the first families still left on the north side.
There was this nice looking university across the street. It was well kept. | knew
some of the faculty members, and | felt that the university, in every department,
had a bright spot on the teaching staff. ‘But the city itself looked old, and | was to
learn just how old it was when | went to tour a steel plant just before it closed. |
discovered that the main power plant had been installed in 1907. That was in
the Ohio Works. Did that give you an idea?

Yes.

And, | was to learn that there was some solid material here. There were lots of
good people in Youngstown. A lot of people who cared deeply, but there was
almost a paralysis. “What can we do?” It took awhile before some people
decided that some things could be done, and so, some things have changed.
That is good. -

How soon after you arrived did you meet Dr. Berkowitz?

| think I met Dr. Berkowitz very shortly after | arrived. My wife is Jewish and
remains Jewish, and she made her way to Temple Rodef Sholom shortly after
we arrived. | know she linked up with some people there for Passover in 1980,
and [ think we met Dr. Berkowitz some time right around then. | got to know him
and his new associate shortly after that young man arrived. Of course, that was
Rabbt Powers who stayed on afterwards.

What struck you about Rabbi Berkowitz?
Well, | felt he was a very intelligent man, very well read. [ felt that he knew the

city very well, and [ was just amazed that he had been in that position so long.
By 1979, he had been here already 31 or 32 years, and certainly in my

- experience with religious institution, that is a very, very long time. In my own

tradition, hardly anyone stays over 25. It is a very unusual thing for someone to
go and stay in one spot. So, that was very unusual for me to meet him, who had
such knowledge of this community. The other thing that struck me was what a
good relationship he and the bishop had -- that is the Catholic bishop. | found
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that very unusual. It had not been true in other cities where | had lived. In that
way, it was a very unusual thing. | was also struck by the fact that Sidney wrote
out everything he said. When he preached his sermons, they were from
manuscripts.

Oh, yes.

Somehow, | would have thought that if he indeed had a manuscript, he probably
would have used it as a prop and put it there just as a reminder, but would
definitely present it as material much more conversationally or much more face-
to-face. But he used a manuscript. Therefore, what he may have lacked in eye
contact or in the simplicity of stories, he made up for in terms of perhaps a more
complex analysis of issues, bringing together much more material and
presenting that to his congregation. '

This is a new guestion, which our director wanted to ask. What did he physically
look like?

He was short.. He was a short man. | do not know if he was always short, but
certainly in his upper years he was short. He seemed to be a little hunched,
totally uninclined to exercise. | had a feeling that was something he just did not
do ever. | do not know whether he ever walks or not, but he did not present
himself as someone what was vibrant, physically. | know lots of people in their
seventies who are very active. He was just the opposite. For what it is worth
that is what | remember.

so when you arrived here, in the first couple of years, would you describe
Youngstown as having a very healthy religious community?

Well, what | found was a much more noticeable religious community than | have
ever encountered. This is the smallest city that | ever lived in as an adult. | find
in most other places in the nation, churches and temples, have very much been
pushed to the background. You do not even find a religion page in newspaper,
and you do not find any religious broadcasting very much. Well, here they have
Reflections, there is Viewpoint, there is Reel-to-Reel. There are probably four
television offerings every week that are offered by the major networks in the city.
They feel it has allowed time for these radio programs that are locally generated.
There is now the Ecumenical Telecommunication Network. Actually, it is owned
and operated locally. [it consists of] Protestants, Catholics, and Jews together
offering locally produced material, as well as linking up with Down Link with
National Syndicated Columns. There is the Association of Churches still active,
very active at that time -- a full time staff and two assistants. The Catholic
Diocese, being here, was very prominent, very open to letting their library be
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used by Protestants, as well as Catholics.

It seems that when there was trouble and there were issues to be
addressed, that the leadership of the Protestants and the Catholic, and the
Jewish Community got together. One of those was Sidney Berkowitz. The other
was James Malone. The third one was Richard Spiker. The three of them all’
during the 1970's, probably the 1960's, the 1970's, and the very early 1980's
were like a triamberage. They would get together. They would make joint
statements. Whether or not the politicians listened, they looked like they were
listening. So in that sense it was a much more active and public religious
community than | had encountered before coming here.

Where is Reverend Spiker? s he still in the area?

He is retired.

He is retired?

Yes, he is retired. If you wish to talk to him and interview him, you could
certainly reach him. He is in the phone book, or you could find his number
through the Association of Churches.

Okay.

His replacement was Alcey Birsey. | wonder if he is in our directory. [Looking for

- a directory]

Okay. Did you ever have an opportunity to attend a service at Rodef Sholom?
Did | see a service at Rodef Sholom?

Yes.

Oh, yes. On-many occasions. | went chiefly for the High Holy Day services. |
visited with my wife. | feit that those were solemn occasions that were well
conducted. | felt that Rabbi Berkowitz's sermons on those occasions were very
to the point, usually issue-oriented. [ also felt that his congregation really
listened. Even if they disagreed, they really listened. His successor was also a
very good preacher, Rabbi Powers. A lot of people came and listened to him. |
felt that a very profound religious presence was managed or produced there by
the rabbi and by the people who helped lead the services.

When you walk into the temple, what does it look like? How is it different than,
say, a Protestant church?
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When you look, you see a dome. When you look down, you see the tabernacle
and you see the Torah. There are two or three that are in there, and certainly
Rodef Sholom is a grand building. It does have a sense of an aura about it. It
produces a sense of awe. | guess | had never seen a temple quite like that one
before. | have been in a number of temples, and most of them are new and not
particularly awe-inspiring, architecturally. The orthodox shoals | have been in
usually are not chosen for their architectural splendor. You do not need much.
You just need a place to meet. So, many are just rooms, or they are rooms in
houses and things like that, whereas this temple reaily has a sense of aura about
it.

You mentioned the dome. Is there anything else that strikes out at you when
you enter it? :

[Laughter] | have never seen theater seats with big fat cushions in themin a
religious building. In that sense, they have catered to the congregation by giving
them a comfortable chair to sit in. | am used to hard pews. At most, shaped
pews with maybe a thin pad in the seat to soften the blow. But, in our own, we
have curved seas that are surprisingly comfortable for having no soft cushion to
them. But there you have theater seats.

That is inferesting. | did not know that. Your wife mentioned a little bit about a
cross-pulpit exchange between St. Johns and Rodef Sholom. Can you describe

‘that?

Well, Rabbi Powers and | talked about that. Actually, Sidney was still alive, and
he gave his blessing to the experiment. Powers and | conceived of the idea that
we would do our most characteristically Christian service here and invite him to
preach, and they would do their most characteristically Jewish service there on a
Friday night and invite me to preach. | think we did this about three times. The
first time we did it, some of our people went. Actually, more of their people came
down here than we went up there. It was a way of exchanging and a way of
experiencing each other's form of worship. People really appreciated David's
being here. ' '

| remember that | heard afterwards that Rabbi Berkowitz was not pleased
that [ had not invited him up into the sanctuary area. Well, first of all, | did not
think about that. [t was Rabbi Powers | had invited to preach. And secondly, we
do not have a whole lot of chairs up there.. Unlike what they refer to as the
Dayus in the temple, which is really like a stage -- that is the other thing that
struck me. It looks more like a stage, and they have even a dozen major chairs
up there, with high backs and things. We have maybe four or five, where we
could put dignitaries and other people, so | never thought about it. If we had
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brought him and put him in some way and allowed him to sit up there, he
probably would have disappeared from sight, and we would not be able to see
him. All | remember about my preaching up there is that | really talked about
Jesus in the temple. Afterwards, several people said, “You know, | have never
heard Christians talk about Jesus as a Jew. | cannot understand that.”

So we had those pulpits, which were formal exchanges. Later on, we had
some study groups up there with them, and they with us; but that was only once.
| guess what | learned from this, from a program point of view, is that people are
willing to give time or take time for their own congregation, but they have little
time for anything else, even if they think it is a good idea. They do not have the
time or do not want to carve out another evening to something like that.

After Rabbi Berkowitz died, was there a void left within the Youngstown
community? Did they ecumenical developments that had taken place diminish at
all? :

[ believe they did. It is hard to put the finger on what the transition point was, but -
| know that as of a year or so ago, it seemed to me that it was unclear who
spoke for the Jewish community and who represented the Jewish community
and who did Jews look to and who did the rabbis among themselves chose to
hold up as the chief rabbi. We had a situation as of two years ago, where we
had a brand new rabbi at Rodef Sholom, a brand new rabbi at El Emeth, further
out in Liberty. The rabbi from the south side was well known and well liked, but
did not seem to be held up as spokesman for the Jewish community. So, it was
unclear. Going back further, | know that Rabbi Powers is certainly, being as
young as he was, just did not have the same stature in the eyes of the people,
as Sidney Berkowitz did. And [ think something else, certainly the reformed
community, reformed Jewish community, that has existed here for many
generations was decidedly not Zionist in their Orientation. With Rabbi Powers
came a very definite point of view -- the Zionist point of view.

I think one of the basic conflicts he had in the. congregation that he
brought to them was he was not only an innovator bringing in a new prayer book,
which he had helped edit in a way, because he was part of that young group that
studied it, but he also propounded Zionism. Even though he was not militant, he
propounded it, and took that point of view in his sermons. All the rabbis since
then have been more outspokenly Zionist in their point of view. That has
definitely cast a chill on the ecumenical movement.

The reason it has is that in the Christian community, the early Christian
missions were all to the Palestinian peoples in the Near East and the Middle
East. So, you have Presbyterian, Methodist, and Anglican missionaries going
out to Palestinians in Jerusalem and to Syria. So, you have Syrian Christians;
you have Palestinian Christians, with whom there is a lot of rapport over
generations. The Zionist movement comes into the middle of that and claims
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land, has land, and holds land; and it begins to build the ideology saying that,
“We deserve the land.” It changes the mix, so that there has not been as nearly
as strong a sense of unity since then. The only one of those three that remains
is James Malone, and he probably will only remain another two or three years,
because | think he is in his seventies. At seventy-five, he retires. - It is a miracle
he has lived. He had cancer ten years ago. So, he has lived. He continues to
speak, but without the other two grand old men there, it is hard to find out who
speaks for the Jewish community and who truly speaks for the Protestant world
here. And that is too bad. Okay, that was a long answer to your question.

No, no. That was great. That was very good. Was Rabbi Berkowitz, he was not
as staunch a Zionist, then? He did not give that impression?

No. Well, | think in his heart -- he definitely was ardently a Jew, from his toes up.
Definitely a Jew. He was schooled in all the rabbinic traditions, and there was
Hebrew. That was all there, but | think from a political point of view and from a
cultural point of view, he had been brought up as an assimilated Jew. He
received a dociorate, his Ph.D., at Oxford, meaning that he had been going back
and forth in western culture. He studied his religious heritage in the context of
western philosophy, the traditional philosophy, classic philosophy, modern :
philosophy, and the break down of the modern philosophy; so that he had much-
more sense that the well-being of Judaism in the western world, particularly in
the English-speaking world, was carried along by the well-being of the culture -
generally. Even though the Holocaust has cast an enormous spell on that reality
-- I mean it really has undermined that belief profoundly. Even though that was
true, | think he still held on and clung to a sense that he was part of the !arger
culture, not just a Jew.

Younger rabbis came along caught up in the education about the -
Holocaust and how, in fact, it was perceived at one time that Jews never could -
be totally assimilated and, if they thought they were assimilated, they probably
were at their most dangerous place and they must watch out. So every young
Jew believes that. That is, those who observe and those who care about it. | am
sure you would find lots of Jews who are not religious and not Zionist. But, | am
tatking about the self-conscious Jew. The younger generation is very different in

that sense.

Did Rabbi Berkowitz ever speak at St. John’s?

He claims he did and [ think he did back in the 1950's. Yes, he did.
Okay.

| would say, back in the 1950's, what | hear described was that there was very
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much the sense that the churches, including the temples, were very much on the
cutting edge of where things were moving in the community. | know that there
was an association of all of the churches on the hill. | mean, everything from the
railroad tracks up, they got together frequently to program things jointly all
through the 1950's and 1960's. My guess is that it all lasted until about 1967.
There was a lot of change at that time, such as a change in the pulpits. Clergy
left, and others came in every church; and a lot of things changed. Well, | do not
know if | am answering your question or not.

Yes, yes. Excellent. | mean, this is very good. Would you describe Rabbi
Berkowitz as a leader, not only in the religious community, but in the civic
community? ,

Undoubtedly. Sidney Berkowitz had the ear of community leaders. The tradition
of Temple Rodef Sholom, from the beginning, was at least in part, that of being a .
part of the civic community and a civic leader. For instance, in 1895, St. John's |
Church, the congregation had a church building down a block and a half on the
corner of Wood Street and Champion; and it burned. There is a record, | believe
we have a record that an offer was sent down to the congregation of St. John's
that they could worship at Rodef Sholom. Rodef Sholom, at that time, was over
where St. Andrew's AME is, so they were very close neighbors. The
congregation chose, subsequently, to worship with First Presbyterian Church,
which was on East Federal, | think, at that time. But the offer was made and
people remember that. Rodef Sholom, at the time that the St. Columba
Cathedral burned in 1952 or 1953, sent $5,000 to the Diocese to help rebuild the
cathedral. So, the congregation had this tradition, and Rabbi Berkowitz was
always there with wisdom that he could speak, and also money to give and
volunteers to help out. So, people knew that that temple meant what it said, and
they were supporters of the community; and he was a leader in that.

He was very active in a number of organizations still when you arrived?

Well, | just did not know what he belonged to. | had a feeling that he was pulling
back, that he was beginning to not do the things that he did not have to do. But,
he was always very gracious to me and very gracious to others. When people
asked his council, he gave it. He was there if he thought he was needed to do
something.

Is there anything that we have not touched on, that needs added?
Well, it is a funny characteristic. This is a behind the scenes statement. |
noticed this, during the service, when Sidney was back sitting in one of these

grand chairs, if there was someone sitting next to him, he was always kibitzing
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with them. He was always leaning over to say something, and it was usually a
joke. So, right in the middle of this splendid service with words of praise of God
Almighty, and words of thanks that was going on up front, here was sort of a
back bencher telling jokes or giving comments on what was being said up there.
| was always struck by that, too. | remember going, “Why did he do that? Why
did he do that?" {Laughter]

| have learned over the years that Jewish worship is different. Jewish
worship is conducted in a formal manner and often what goes on around it, other
than the words being said, it can sometimes be very noisy. Sometimes people
would stop in the middie of a prayer and crack a joke and go back to a prayer.
They do not think that they are being irreligious at all. So, it was new to me. |
* was brought up in a very strict Episcopalian. We were always quiet in church.
We were not joining in the liturgy; we were listening to it very attentively. So this
was a very different experience for me, and | was always amused by it.
[Laughter] Then, he had his strong opinions. He could be sort of peevish about
things, if they were not just to his liking, but he was n
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