
FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATE C m;act: Bob McGill 

Mailed February 14, 1985 

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio - Dr. John H. Thomas III, of CinciDna~i will conduc~ a 

"Black Family Workshop" at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 27, in New Bethel Baptist 

Church, 1507 Hillman S~re L. 

Dr. Thomas 3 who has had extensive experience counselinr, and workinz with Black 

families, will be dealing with perLinent family issues. Amonr, them will be: 

buildinc stronr,er, healLhier and more supportive families through effective 

communication between children and adults: improvinr, self-concept and fos~erinp, 

positive family feelings; and examining ways to enhance family life. 

The workshop is sponsored by New Bethel Baptist Church, Mt. Calvary 

PenLecostal Church, the YOUDf,SLOwn ChapLer uf Links, Inc., Lhe YSU Black History 

Month Committee and other local or,anizations. 

ParLicipatinc in the rOGram will be Rev. Lonnie A. Simon, h st pastor; 

Geverna L vels, YSU admissions counselor and member of the university's Black 

History Month Committee; J an Boyd, president~ the Youn?stown Chapter of Links, 

Inc.; Cynthia Risgins, New Bethel director of Christian EducaLion~ Dr. Norman L. 

Wagner, pastor, Mt. Calvary Pentecostal Church~ and Rev. Lawrence Shells, pastor, 

Christian Bible Baptist Church. 

Dr. Thomas received his bachelor's deGree from the University of Detr it 

and his master's and docLoral egrees in clinical psychology and counselor 

education from the University of CinciDna~i. He previously worked for the 

Butler County Mental Health Center, Cincinna~i Institute of Jus ice and was 

an instructor a~ the University of C·ncinnati. 
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He has been c ·~ed by 1!H11O' s vlho Arnonr. Black Americans," and has received 

many awards. He has rOGuced and hGsted his own radio proGram in Cincinnati. 

flPractical Chris'Cian CounselinE," since 1983. 
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YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio - A Faculty Forum, "The Computer, the Universi"ty and the 

Future" will be presented at 9 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28, in Lecture Room 132 of 

Youn~stcwn State University's DeBar~olo Hall (Collefe of Arts and Sciences). 

Faculty Forums are free nO. oren to the public. They are offered by the 

university's Colle e of Arts and Sciences to provide students, faculty and the 

public with informa~ion and insirht into various topics by qualified experts 

from many fields. 

There will be time for open discussiQn of the issues involved. A reception 

will follow a~ a PI' ximately 9:30 p.m. in Room 121-122. 

S eakers and ~heir ~opics are: Dr. R. Danda ani, Aus~intown, associate 

professor, Mathematics and Computer Science Departmen~, IIHarry Meshel Buildinr; 

(YSU's hi~h-tech center) and I 's ImJlicaticn to Compu~er Science Education ll ; 

Dr. David C. Genaway, Canfie~d, university librarian, rTInformation Identification 

and Retrieval in an Academic Environment: P st, F sent and Future' : Dr. 

Daryle W. Mincey, Liberty Township, assistant professor, Chemistry Department, 

"Com uters in Chemistry and Chemistry in Computers"; Dr. L.A. Viehmeyer, Poland, 

chairman, Foreign Languages and Lil:erature Deparnnent, "C. A.!. Variables." 

Dr. James P. LaLumia of Younr.stown, assistant professor, Speech Communication 

and Theatre Department, will be moderator. 
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YOUNGSTOWN~ Ohio - Dr. Jo Ann Lanier, a Younfs~cwn native and sraduate of 

Rayen HiCh School, has re~urned to her hometown as a full-~ime facul~y member 

~ Youn~stown St ~e Universi~y's Dana Schoel of Music in ~he Colle~e of Fine 

and Performinr; Arts. 

She is a dauuhter cf JoeLLanier and the late Odessa Lanier of Youngstown. 

She holds three decrees and is working on anothet>. 

At Dana, Dr. Lanier is direc~in3 the University Chorus, Dana Women's Choir~ 

and teachinR vcice. She also continues to presen~ lectures and recitals a~ 

v~her c'ller.es and universi~ies. 

While in hir,h school, she won the Ome~a Psi Phi na~ional ~alent competition 

as a sinr-er at are 14. When she was 15~ she was 0r~anist and ch ir director at 

Price Memorial AME Zion Church. The nex~ year, a~ 16, she became the younpest 

person to solo with the Younr,s~own Philharmonic Chorus. She also played violin 

in the Youn~stown Junior Philharmonic Orches~ra. 

Dr. Lanier received her baccalaurea~e der:ree a~ ~he Cleveland Ins~i~u~e of 

Music in 1966. While there, she was presiden~ of the student body and her 

senivr class was s loist in numerous churches, and was a member of the Cleveland 

Orchesua Ch rus directed by Robert Shaw and Georp:e Szell. 

Upon eraduatin~t she received a v ice fellowship to TanGlewood Berkshire 

Cen~er summer prozrams and s~udied un er Phyllis Curtin. In 1968, she received 

her mas~er of music d zree in voice from the New En~land Conservatory~ Boston. 

While ~here, she gave reci~als at Harvard Universi~y and was soloist in num rous 
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churches and e~ Barrin?~on (R.I.) Coller,e and the MIT Glee Club. 

Dr. Lanier be~an her doctoral dezree work at Cleveland Institute of Music and 

Case Western Reserve, which offer joint doc~oral stUdies in music. She received 

'hat der,ree at Pacific Western Universi~y; Encino, Calif., and has continued 

work toward a second doctorate at the American Conservatory of Music, Chicaro; 

where she is a s~uden~ of Wilma Osheim. 

Dr. Lanier has held a varie~y of posi~icns. She was music ins~ruc~or at 

Cen~ral State Universi~y ~ Wilberforce: c~irec~or of music at Karamu Thecnre; 

Cleveland: head of ~he Voice Depar~men~, director of the Opera Division and head 

of ~he Black Music Division at Coe Colle[;e~ Cedar Rapics, Iowa; anc assis~an~ 

professor of musio at Knoxville (Tenn.) Coller.e; and at Berea (Ky.) Colleze. 

In addi~ion to her ~eachin? and performinr; career, she has assisted univer

si~ies in Black cul~ure and music~ and in 1984 was a fea~ureC: lec~urer 

and performer at YSU's Black His~ory Month. 
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