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Do yvou remember aboul your parents and family?

T think I had about the best mother and Father a man
could ever have. Dad was very understanding, wvery
liberal, and very genercusg. I think they bought me my
First car when T wag not guite thirteen [vears oldl. I
had one all through school. I never had to walk to
school or anything of that nature, I had a very good
voung life.

Where did you grow up at?

T grew up in the Hazeltown Area on Cherry Street until
I finished high school. Then, I went away to school
for one year. When I came back, T moved to Campbell.

Did vou have any jobs in that limited time?

Oh, Ves. T had a number of jobs. As a youngster,

I worked at Schwebel's Bakery on the weekends. T
helped in washing the trucks on the weekends, I

helped maintain them on weekends. I would just wash
them, maintain them, and change the oil. We did this



all on the trucks, in the evenings alfter school and on
waekends.

What scheool did yvou go to?

From elementary on through?

Yes.

i went  to Hazeltown School. That was on the c¢orner
of  Center and Lawrence. Of course, today i1t 1s torn
down. From there, I went to East High School. T

completed a year at the University cof Wisceonsin, in
Madison. T spent half of a vear up at HYU in New York.

Do vou remenmber when yvou were taken into the Army, one
way or another? Did vou volunteer?

I was drafted into the service in 1942, in November. I
went Lo Camp Forrestin Tullahoma, Tennegssee., T was onhe
of a category of eighteen sent from Ohio down to Camp

Forregtin, to the 27th Quartermaster Regiment. Of
course, the outfit we went into . . . we were all

there for basic training. There wers elighteen of us
there from Ohio who taught the other fellows how to
read and write, and thoge types of things. A lot of
them weren't able to read and write, =S¢ we taught in
the afternoons, reading and writing, until we got ready
te leave there and ship oult to go coverseas. We did
this for about six months. I remenmber we left in May
to do overseas.

We went to North Africa and landed in Oran. We gtaved
in that area there~-until our battaiion was
acrivatad-—and picked up trucks and things that were
necessary for the companiegs. We didn't go over with
anvihing. We got all of our trucks and evervihing
right over there in Oran. During that time, we stayved
in the area by the water, I guess it took about three
weeks to get everything together.

We left there and then started going along, all the way
up to Tunis. We went all the way over to Tunis. That
was where we stopped. After Tunis, we came back to
Oran to take additional training courses there., We had
a stationed area there that was set up like a gityv.
You would go in and take the hand-to-hand astroet
fighting and that tyvpe of thing. We had to take what
they called ‘commando training." That was for the
invasion of Sicily. We were there for; I think, a
month, going through that "commander training."”

We left there to go to Sicdly, but we didn't stay in
Sicily wvery long. We went in after they formed
the . We went in when thev had better than a



five mile radius to travel in. We were pulled back and
another outfit wasg put in. We came back to North
Africa, into Tunisia this time. We had to go through
another training courge, commando training, £for the
invasion of Italy. We stayed there until the conflict
wag over in Sicily. Then, we went inte Piombino,
ftaly. We invaded the beach at Piombino. It was about
twenty miles South of there. That was where we went
in. Then, we moved on up. We staved in Italy until we
chased the Germans out of there altogether. We serv-

iced the entire Fifth Army. We serviced the whole
42nd, which was a black unit infantry outfit;: we gerv-
lced  them and we serviced the 101lst Airborne. We
serviced the entire Fifth Army. Of course, they

changed the name of our battalions once we got dinto
Naples. They changed it to the 4%th Quartermaster
Battalion. For what reason, I can't say, but we were
changed to the 49th instead of the 27th, and we kept
that until we left. I served in the capacity of Compa-
ny Motor Sergeant up until we got into a town called
Sanna, in Northern Italv. The Battalion Motor Sergeant
was transferred out of the unit, and I had te take his

vlace. T gexrvad in that capacity until the war was
over in Burope. We went all the way through Austyria to
Garmany. When the war subsided thers, we  came

back down into Italy and back dewn te Naples., We gob a
boat there, and from there, we went home. later, all
the supplies were disposed of,

When vou made that trip, were vou driving your trucks
all the way from Munich?

Yas, convoy.
And, wou had a convoy back?

Ch  ves, a convey. Thay couldn't have been assigned to

us. That was our transportation: that was what we
utilized, We utilized our transportation. That was

one thing that T could never understand. After the war
was over in Europe, I had enough points to come hona
the next day. The pass that I was helding . . . I had
te get rid of all the eguipment and supplies. We
brought those trucks and 211 that eguipment all the way
back to Naples, Italy. Then the outfit all went home.
They went home for digcharge, and they got a bunch of
replacements to take the trucks all the way to Yugosla-
via, to the border. [Thev] unlcaded them and left, T
had to take another truck to bring them back, then get
another group and take up. We made about three trips
to Yugoslavia border to get rid of that material in the
trucks. Of course, the office suppllies, I don't know
who did that. I think it was November 25th Dbefore I



got back to the gtates, after the war was <over 1in
Burope. It took me that long to get rid of that sort
of thing, Battalion Hotor Officer. We had some fine
evenings and some trying nights.

I forgot that we had another invasion. T was on about
three different invasgions. They were Sicily, ITtaly,
and another one in Ttaly, in Anzio. That was the worst
of all of them, really. T wouldn't take a wmillion
dollars to go through it. I know that. The egperience
was enough, but I wouldn't take & miliion dellars to go
through it again! We had fellows who were Jjust blown
to bits before they even reached the beach. They were

on those PT boats. They were going, and soms of those
trucks were loaded with ammo and whait not. Those
German 88's would hit it and would just blow it all to
heck. It was just awful, really awful. You didn't

know what the next seconds were going te bring. Things
were just that tense there, and we only had about a two
mile radius that we could maneuver in there. In fact,
we were Jjust pinned down on the beach until CB's had a
chance to fall in where they could establish, dig 1n,
and have a sound footing to get around sonme. It was
something else. That was where I got hit there. I was
injured there by a German 88&. One of these ghells

would hit the ground, bounce up about four feet, and
then explode. T got shrapnel, but I gurvived it. They
managed to keep me there. They didn't send wme home.

Did they give you a purple heart for it?

Yes, T got it over there in Italy. It took, I guass,
about a year after i1t happened, before I got it. We
earned four bronze stars: one for the Africa campaign,
one for the Sicilian campalgn, one for the battalion,
and one for +~ Yes, four bronze stars. We
had some fellows there who went all the way through.
We all went through together. OFf course, somse weren't
as fortunate. We lost & few fellows. Although we werc
supposaed to have bheen a gervice unit, we lost many
guys.

You take a gervice unit, a trucking company. It is at
tached to an infantry division. You are taking those
supplies, ammunition, or whatever, up there at night.

The MP's (Military Police) are in fox holes. Flash-
Lights would guide you along because you weren't al-
lowed to use headlights. You would use Pblackout

lights. You coulda't sae and there were shells flying
in from everywhere. They didn't pick nights to shoot,
They would zhoot day and night, whatever. You had to
get in there and get out bofore dayvbreak. Trucks are
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big; they would see those. We had a lot of fellows who
were wasted in route. Of course, they had those con-
voys. Usually there weuld be about twenty in the con-
voy.

And the sergeant in charge?

Yes, [there was] one Sergeant in Charge, and they had
ona Second Lieutenant. Every fourth truck would have a
cavalry machine gun on it. Believe me, they used it,
too. There were a lot of incidents where they had to
be used from planes. These fighter planes would come
straight for convoysg, and they really had to use themn.
They had one maintenance truck. If they were going to
be gone any length of time, they had the mess truck.

Of course, myself, T didn't go out on many convoys. T
was too busy at headguarters. Occasionally, I did have
to go. Maybe if they only sent ons or twe platoons

out, T wouldn't go, but if they sent over six, why, T
had to get out; I nad to go along with the convoy.

Your motor sergeants, they are full-fledged mechanics,
and a mechanic hag to be on every convoy. When all of
your mechanics are out and the convoy goes, yvou are it;
it's as simple as that. Of course, I had more seniori-
ty than most of the other Motor Sergeants, so I was The
last one in every battalion, but there were occasions
that I was Lhere. A couple of trips I went on,. T
couldn't get back soon enough.

What kind of office did vou have?

Our Commanding O0fficer was very jovial. He was ITtalian.
He was half decent until we got into Ttaly. At  that
point, he seemed to change his tune a little bit. T
think he didn't gquite comwe to the personnel plaving
with the local girls. Other than that, why, T seaemed
to  think that we got along fairly well. Of  course,
with me, he and T got along very well. He never bhoth=-
ered me. I guess he had a lot of confidence in me. He
had confidence that I knew mv job and that I knew how
to do the job.

While we were overscas there, our company had wanted us
to have ratings in the whole battalien. We had less
deadline vwvehlales throughout the whole war. That was
why they tagged me Battalion Motor Sergeant after the
war was ovel, becausge when it was over, they tried to
get me to reenlist. One officer sald. ... . After one
vear, I would go up te Second Lideutenant 1f I would
reenlist, buf I've had enough. I wanted to gst back
home.

NDid youn have any black officers in vour unit?



Yes, When we went overseag, we didn't. We got those
lateyr, after we got overseas. When we first gol over-
seas, wWe got intoe North Afvica. We did fairly well.
That was because we were on a continent that civilian
persennel there were of a dark race, dark colored; they
weren't white. When we got into Sicily, it was a while
TACEa. We had friction. It was something alse
because of racial tension. They had areas where you
could go when vou were off duty, and sit down to have a
beer or things of this nature. The Whites would cone
in and there would be problems. The guys made guite a
few complaints about some of the white officers that we
had because they were acceusing the fellows when they
were unjustifiable. They did change, and they Dbrought
in black officers at that time. We ended up having
only one white officer, and that was the Commanding
Officer. All the rest were black. We only had one
white officer after we hit ITtaly, because it was 1in
Sicily where they made the change. T don't know why it
had +to be that way, but it seomed that the black sol-

dier had a ztrike against him to start off with. For
ingtance, when he was off duty and he went bkack for
rast. You weren't on the front line all the time,

There were go many months and then you were sent back
fTor rest for two weeks. One time, we were senit  back
for a month. When yvou ge bkack to one of the areas,
why, yvou were able to go out. They had noncommissioned
officer soldier clubs, beer joints, beer gardens, and
things of this nature thal were run by the Army whare
yvou could go and sit down and have a glass of beocr ov
whatavaer, and take a date or whatever. They didn't
have hlack and white in those social arecas; they all
want To one. After a Lew drinks, why, some of the
soldiers would make derogatory remarks that the goldier
didn't Like, the black soldier didn't appreciate. They
figured they were over there risking thelir life for
thelr country and they weren't golng to take any crap.
It was as simple as that. Tt was true.

When they issued you your equipment, that was vyours.
You were regponsible for it. When they went out, they
had to carry that at all times. Those boys didn't have
blanks over there; they have live ammo. Some of those
in the 10lgt Test Division, they didn't have anything,
but they had a lot of mouth, and our boyvg just didn't
take that stuff. They were just trouble.

After we got the black officers there. . . . Now,
one officer usually went out with a group when they
were going out. Of course, they had their own social
clubs that they attended. He was in c¢harge of that
group that was there on leave, He could see both sides
of the gtory with an open mind, where the white officer
would not. He was not able to keep an open mind. When
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you were wrondg, that black officer would yeil at you
that you were wrong. If you were right, he was going
to let you know that vou were right. That was the
difference.

I don't think we would have had that problem initially,
had they had black officers with them. Quxr bhattalion
or conpany was all one race at that time. If you were
white, vyou were in a white outfit; if you were black,
vou were in a bhlack outfit, but vou had white officers.
After they found it didn't worl, why, they changed that
format and gave you black officers. . . . of  course,
you had to wait until vou golt overseas for that
change. Tt was tough at times. BSome officers I had no
respect for at all, because of their attitudes. I had
some whoe would come to the motor pool and would want a
vehicle for trangportation or gomething. I would give
him a truck and had Jeeps available, but because of his
attitude, I gave him what I wanted him to have, the old
truck.

T found that a man was a man regardlesz of whether he
was blue, black, gresn, or red. T was in contact with
a lot of whites as well ag blacks. Color meant nothing
to me. Really, I wasn't aware that color meant any-
thing until I got overseas and got in the service. T
really didn't.

Then, 1t became all persuvasive.

Yes. I had a lot of white friends I ran around with,
that T soctialized with, from the service. That was in
1942, but it wasn't so in the sgservice. Tt wasn't so,
and it was hard for me to swallow. It was something
new to me, something T had to adjust to. Later, I
found out that they did integrate the different units
later on, and I think those pecple did it very well, I
don't think they had any dissension or anything else

any more, T don't think.

Not on those grounds. How was your laundry, dry clean-
ing, handled?

During that period of time, they had a laundry unit
that was. . . . You would take vour dirty clothes
to some black sergeant, and he would sec that they
would get the laundry to be cleaned and brought back to
you. Wee didn't have Lo pay for that. They had a
reguliar unit that took care of the laundry. They did a
very neat job, very neat. I thought they did a fantas-
tic job.

And vour wool uniform?
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Yes, they took care of theose, too. Wool and khaki, I
wore a lot of those. Even though we were in combat
zones, They expected us to stay neat and clean at all

times., That was one thing. We had a battalion com-
mander there whoe was a stieck in the mud about ¢leanli-
ness. He feli that a scldier should show the people

that they are a clean bunch of people and that, that
had a stigma on the people in the area. He made s=sure.
When you left that post for any reason, even going on a
conveoy, you were clean. You had a clean unit on and
evervthing else.

Sometimes you went out on a convey and you didn't get
to camp for two or three davs. You made sure that you
had a clean outer unit on, and that you carried under
garments and socks. Socks were changed every day. He
ingisted that vou had to take that stuff with vou and
vour pup tent. You had to use pup tents when you were

away . You found a wooded arsa and would park vyour
vehicles. You didn't stop going up, but on the way

ack, you didn't drive day and night. You would stop
in a wooded area where vou had some camouflage for the
vehicle. When you were near the front, vou couldn't
drive during the day anyway; you had to do your driving
at night, 8o vou had to f£ind an area that you could
pull in and camouflage your vehlcles with. You slept
during the day, and at dusk you would pull out and head
back to camp. So, you had to take a change of socks
and a change in undergarments and things of this nature
to sleep Iin. Of course, some of the drivers slept in
their trucks. There were two drivers to a truck, and
it was kind of hard for two teo f£it in there and to
sleep in the cab. Then, yvou had that fourth truck with

the fFifty caliber machine gun, and nobody slepit in
Ltrucks. One man was on guard. There were two {men]
driving it. One of them had to be on guard on the

machine gun. If yvou weren't driving, vou wers gunning;
when you weren't gunning, vou were driving. When vou
stopped for a rest or to spend the night, you took
turns watching the gun. That was mandatory when you
were in a combat area, and that was a must. Really, it
meant l1i1fe or death.

T don't think, in wmy book, that a fifty caliber machine
gun is very effective for bringing down an airplane,
but it kept the planes up high enough where you had
some protection. It kept them right off of your head,
becausge we had some dive bombers that came down pretty
low. Thoge fifty calibers did send them up. They
would go up at a higher rating.

A higher rate of c¢limb, and they wouldn't come down
as tow?

They wouldn't f£ly as low, ves, altitude.



They stayed up there.

Yes, they flew at a higher altitude when we had a f£ilfty
caliber machine gun. We found that to be true, because
we had one convoy that went out and all the trucks had
gone out. An order came in for small arms ammunition,
and it had to go out; they were running low. They sent
the convoy out without the fifty caliber machine guns,
and I think they only got twe trucks out of that c¢on-
voy. They made it un there, but they got wasted coming
home, trying to get back to camp. Yes, they were very
effective, very effective.

A 1ot of things that were done over there, I think,
could have been done better, really. I was not a
General, but I take for granted that he is a General,
and & General ls supposed Lo know. Your Majors and

Colonels, a lot of those were from West Point. of
course, some of them came up through ranks. They were
profegsional soldiers. Ividently, they should have

known what they were doing. T guestioned some of their
decisions that they made over there.

When you are attached to an infantry unit, yvour Battal-
ion Commander is supposed to inform yvour Company Com-
mander what way they should carry themselves on the
convoy going out, where thev should stop, how far they
should go, the first leg of the trip, and this type of
thing. I mean, they had them stopping on soms of those
£rips  that I thought were unnhncecesssry. I think it
would have been better 1if those trucks went right on
thirough and got as far away from there as possible
before daybreak, A lot of them went in thera and
loaded, and they made them stay there unitil the sun
went down. That was o whole day that those trucks were
laying around there. We lost many trucks 1in this
company.

ITn fact, one trip that I went on, I asked the Second
Lieutenant Platcon Officer that went along with the
group, "We have about five hours before davbreak.
Let's get out of here and get as far away from here asg
possible.,”

Five hours, that's 250 niles.

Yes. We were close enough that vou could see the gun-
fire, the light, from the rifles. That was how c¢lose
we were.

I thought you were going to say cannon.

No.



With rifles, sure. You were right there.

Yes, we weren't that far down. With the rifles, vou
could seo.

Yes, well, rifle fire you can see for 500 yards.
Yas,
Cannon firve you can seo for miles.

I said, "Let's get out of here." He said, "No." He
had orders to stay there and to come back after dark.
I said, "Oh, my God." He gaid that those were his
orders. He had to follow them. We lost two trucks
coming home. See, if we would have lefit that night, we
wouldn't have lost anvything because we would have heen
far encugh down the line. Then, we would have stopped.

Any time I went on one, I wanted to get out of there as
soon as 1t was feasible and get as far away from there
as possible. When vou were close enough where you got
your MP's layving in foxholes, flashing Jlights, and
blinking them telling vou to keep going, that's bad.

You were kind of close.

That's bad. That's too c¢lose for comfort. Then, yvou
still had to go another few miles before you gob back.
Those ammo duffs they had. . . . They were usually in
a wooded area. Theyv did have some camouflaged with
gome cover, but we had those nets that we used to pull
over the trucks when we got in there. They were going
Lo stay there all day so we had to cover the trucks and
all this sort of a thing. Had we usgsed those three or
four Thours of darkness. . . . At least, we couldn't
have seen the fire from a rifle or either a thirty
caliber machine gun. "That was what they were using.
That was how close you were,

BEvery so many rounds there was a tracer. You could see
thosge really good. I said, "Oh Lord!" You were scared
the whole time you were there. T c¢ouldn't sleep a
wink. Those were about the worst enccunters T had over
there, with the exception of the air raids.

We had raids all over North Africa, They started
diminishing once we got past Rome, because the German
alrplanes were sort of failling out there. We didn't
have them as freqguent. But, up until then, we used to
¢all  them "Bed Check Charlie.” About nine o'clock

every night, we had an air raid. I know that, [we had]

10
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one every night. In Sicily, every night we were
bombed, strafed. When we got into Italy, we had duite
a bit of strafing,

They sent thig 99 gguadron. This was a black aviation
outfit, Sue Sqguadron. They protected our area very
well., We didn't have near the incidents of strafing as
we had prior to that. These fellows did a beautiiul
job. They made iife a little bit easier for us there.
Up to that point, we had noe air cover at all. It was
all the . . . all the fighter planes were coming from
Nerth Africa or gSicily. They only had one strip at
Sicily so there weren't too many planas that we were
getting up there to keep that air cover a little c¢lean
For us.

You would see a lot of dog fights. Dog fights were
very frequent, but we weren't getting bombed or
strafed. Boy, before then, we were getting bombhed and
strafed and everything else. We lost a lot of guys

from just strafing. After we got the 99. . . . T
think that was the first sue squadron we had in

there. When they were ready to go, I never saw them; T
never did sse them. OFf course, they had an English
outfit officer in the Adriatic. That was on the other
gide of Italy. It was on the Adriatic coast.

Was there anything unigue about those airplanes? Could
you tell them at a sight?

T didn't have to sce them:; I could listen. After you
were over there a while, really, yvou could hear. You
could tell what it was by the sound of the motor. In
the German fighter plane, the roar wasn't consistent.
When wvyou took your American alirplanes, they were
smooth; the motor ran smooth. It was a consistent
roar. You could tell whether it wasgs a bomber or wheth-
@r it was a fighter plane. You learned the sound of
the wmotors, and you c¢ould tell right away whether it
was "Bed Check Charlie" or whether it was our boys
going to rouse them a little bhit. I+t was no problem
identifying the planes.

Initially, when I was sgent over, T juslt ran every time
T heard a plane after dark. After I was there for a
while, it was very gimple to distinguish the sound of
the engine and tell whether it was a. . . . [Tt was]
very simple. T don't know if there was a difference,
but our planes just ran gsmoothly.

They had those Allison engines, which wére made from
the Rolls Royce engines. It wasg the P-51 that they had

over there, right?

Yes.
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Well, that was the Allison engine. Of course, the
Rolls Royee engine had been one of the leading onos.

Yes, darn good engine.
So, that was the reason why.

They ran smoother; they ran very smoothly. Even those
P-38's, boy.

They had Allison engines.
They were remarkable, too.

Did you know that the engines turned in opposite
dirvections?

They do?

Yes. On the P-38, the one on the right, turned to the
right: the one on the left turned to the left, Other-
wise, you could see what would happen.

Yes. Well, I was never that close enough to sec. All
T saw was what was up there in the alr. Our boys did
take gascline over to their stationed area, but I never
made trips over there. They always sent four or five
trucks at a time. One mechanic was all they needed for
that. They were back in an area where it was guiet.
Yes, they had c¢lose security around those airfields,
thoge airstrips that they had. When you went there, it
was like fun time.

How did you eat when you were on convoy and you only
had four or five trucks? What did you eat?

If yvou had over ten trucks, they took a mess truck; it
went along with the group. They didn't prepare a full
meal . They Jjust heated vour € ration. They kept C
rationing you. If you only had half a dozen of trucks,
you <carried your ration. You opened it and ate it
cold.

You guys didn't heat anv on vour exhaust?

Yes. Some guys did. T heated water on it for coffee,
They had coffee in vour ration.

Cocoa sometimes?
Yag, hot chocolate. Well, that was a rare occasion.
We didn't get that ofiten. We c¢arried K ration, T know

that, because of the ¢limate. Those cans would get hot
and swell. 2 lot of fthem, that stufi would s=spoil.
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When we got into Ttaly, we got C rations. That wasg
like a step forward. K rations weren't bad. You had
bacon and eggs, cookies, and a chocolate bar. It
wasn't too bad.

Cigarettes?

Yes, it had cigarettes in each one.

Toilet paper?

Yes, it had everything in 1it. When we got over in
Ytaly, we used to get the K rations, which was a Cadil-~
lac in eating. You had spaghettli and meatballs. They
were half decent.

That ¥ ration?

Yes. It all depended on how close you weve to the
forward duffs, whether you could utilize making a fire
to  heat vour food. Most of the time, you just had to
gat it right out of the c¢an. You couldn't light a
fire, no way. Now, some of the fellows would take and
heat the water over the exhaust manifold, which was
good. A lot of times when vou stopped, yvou didn't want
a nolse.

Right. How would vyou heat it on the exhaust manifold?
Would veu just leave 1t in the canteen?

Yas. You broke the seal and set it on there, and it
heated 1t right up. In some area where vyou stopped,
you couldn't leave your motor running; yvou had to shut
that motor off, because yvou didn't want any necige.

That exhaust manifold was around 700 degrees when you
started it up?

Ve,
You had a lot of heat coming out of there.

Yes. I ugsed to heat up my coffee all the time when we
were out. Of course, ag T said, there weren't too many
times when I was out. But when I was out, T noticed
that fellows do this. That was how T learned. If I
would have been out there aleone, T wouldn't have known;
I would have been lost.

O0f course, we were up in one part of TItaly. They
called it King's Forest. It was a group of pine trces.
Boy, they were tall. We were in there, and we used
that to c¢amouflage those vehicles on one oceasion

13



there, We went hunting in there, too. That was the
first meat we had, from the time we left North &Africa
until we got inte Ttaly.

What did vou shoot?

A wild hog, a wild boar. Some of the fellows had those
carbines. We hit him three or four times baefore we
knocked him down. The first time he was hit, he tock
hig tusk and hit the side of the tree, and knocked a
gash in there two inches deep. Boy, Lthat was sone
delicious meat. We cooked him all night long.

How was the weather in Africa and both places that
you were going through?

Africa was. . . . It all depended upon what area you
were in, in North Africa. When you were on the edge of
the Sahara Degert, it was cold at night and extremely
hot during the day. The ground was go dry that 1t just
cracked, and they had those lizards that would come in
and out. There, we sglept in pup tents. We didn't have
any 7 tent alt that time down on the edge of
the Sahara. Once we got our tents, we
moved out  of there. It was warm; it was extremely
warm. We didn't have any cold weather at all in North
Africa.

Except at night?

At night, the only time we had cocl weather was when we
were on the edge of the Sahara. Other than that,
farther toward Tunis, it was beautiful weather. It was
extremely hot at night. You di1d get some relief, but
it was still warm at night.

In Sicily, there was snow, and it was cold. We had
some cold weather there, and we had freezing raln.
Down in Naples and all down in there, it was like the
weather din  the South here. They had freezing raln
there sometimes. During the rainy season, you may fall
asleep at night and wake up in the morning, and vyour
shoes would be floating out there on water. It would
form a little creek out there. And, yvou had some cold,
freezing ralin there. It g¢got cold, real cold. They had
three seasons there in Italy. In Neorthern Italy, you
got snow and everything else, just like vou do in the
northern part of the United States, i1ike Youngstown.
You had weather similar to here; yvou had your three
geasons. You had your rain, you had your snow, you had
vour ice. You had yvour spring, your fall, and your
winter, The weather was comparable to here in the
northern section. Down in the southern section, it was
more or less like it ds in the United States. You had
cold weather, but it was freewing rain. You didn't
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have much. Tf you had freezing rain, by noon, it wasg

gone, In Januvary oxr February of 1944, we had the
freezing rain there, and the ice Tformulated on the
trees so thick that it broke the branches. But, by
11:00 a.m., it was all thawed away. We had real nice

weather in the southern part of YItaly all vearlong.
There, I guess 1t was just like weather throughout the
South. Tt was real nice. All they had was Cthat rainy
season. Other than that, why, i1t was beautiful weather
all of the time. It was beautiful. We went swimming
there out in Naples, in the Medlterranean, in January.

Was it warm?

Yes, 1t was warm. After about 10:00 or 11:00, the sun
comes out and it warms up. We uged to fish down there.
When we wanted to get away from that Army eating, the
instant maghed potatoes and all that sort of thing, and
we wanted something fresh, we would go down to the
Mediterranean there and fish. We get a lot of eels. I
learned to eat eel. I always thought eel was something
that you cooked at night, and it would get raw again
the next day; that's bolegna. When you cooked that
eel, he was done. It was a very tasty plece of fish.
We caught catfish; there was a lot of catfish in the
Mediterranean down near the docks. You got good fish
there. [You got] a leot of pike, walleves, widarmouth,
and perch. They had some of everything up in there, and
we ate pretty good there. Why, we would catch enough
fish to take it back to the company. The sergeant
would wpick it up for us. A couple of times, the boys
were down there on their leave. Instead of going to
town and chasing the girls, they would ge down there
and fish. They caught enough fish there to feed the
whole company once. Yes, we had a good time.

Usually, net in sll situations, where they had the
facilities down near the docks—-—-where the trucks had to
go and pick up supplies—--it wasg convenient for a motor
pool. They set up a motor pool right near the Mediter-

ranean Sea. In the evening when you had all of the
trucks in, the guys would go out there and fish. We
did our own cooking down there. Of coursze, the mess
truck used to come down every day, two times a day, to
bring down lunch, breakfast, and dinner there. A 1lot
of times, we had our own dinner. We had fish or what-
ever.

What could you buy from the local people?

Yes, the local stores that we had around
there., . . . There were a group of c¢ivilians who
worked down there, who helped out. They had one fellow
there that was their interpreter. We would send him
out. He «could get stuff cheaper than what we could
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buy. They didn't have too wmuch to start off with
there. I guess, through thes black markets, you were
able to get fresh meat and stuff, but we would get him
and he would find yvou anvthing you wanted. 0f course,
vou had to pay a little more over there, and vou didn't

have anyvthing else to spend vour money on. Those who
liked to drink, drank; those who liked to ganble,
gambled. That was how they spent thelr monev. This

way they bought what they wanted.

We lived pretty good down there, better than staving at
camp. We didn't have to worry about reveille and all
that sort of thing.

You knew everybody there?

You didn't have to worry about any pass; yvou had a
permanent pass. You could go anytime you felt like it.
We were stationed right down in the heart of town. We
had our motor pool in a central area downtown in
Naples; we had it in Rome, and we had it in Pasnin,
Torribraco, and Salerno. We had a moter pocl right
down along the Mediterranean. We had a nice, big
garadge there to house all the trucks. It was vreally
neat., We had living guarters up over it. We slept in
beds while we were there. We didn't have it too rough
at that peoint. The company did. The driver did. Just
the mechanics were at the motor pool. The rest stayed
out in those tents, because you wers never
in one place long enough to try to get any permanent
gquarters for the company, the battalion. aAs the Army
moved, we had to move and that meant we were ready Lo
qgo. It wag nice in the areas where they had the facil-
ities. It was real nice.

Did they furnish vou movies and things like that, while
vou were there?

That all depended on where you were located. If we
waere close enough to the forward areas, we didn't have
any movies because after dark, vou didn't 1light a
light. You didn't even licht a flashlight. If we got
far enough ahead, ves, we had movies and we had every-
thing else. We had a little place where we could go
buy beer and stuff like that. Other than that,
why. . . . They furnished us with beer and whiskey.

But, wyou paid for it?
Yes. It was about two decllars for a f£ifth, or some-

thing like that. I didn't drink, so I sold mine to

gsomeone who did drink. I think you got two cases of
beer.
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What did you do after vou came back home? How did you
c¢ome back home? How did yvou travel back and forth?

From here?
Yes, Go from how vou went over and how vou came bhack.

We went over in a troop ship. It was a converted ship
called the U,.S5.5. Dixon. I think that was the name of
the ship. I was a serdgeant of second degree. T staved
on the top deck. I didn't have to slzep down with the
othexr men. They slept on hammocks. There were about
four, one on top of each other. That was the way wsa
traveled going over. We ate real good on the ghip. It
took us about thirty days going over because they had
to change course every so many minutes. It took just
about thirty days to get overseas. We left from Wew-
prort News, Virginia. We boarded, and it teook us almost
thirty days to get over ilnte North Africa.

Coming home after all the egquipment was turned in and
gotten rid of from our battalion, I had a wmilitary
flight from Cassana. They had an air base out there.
I got a military flight from there down to Naples and T

had to wait in a stationed area in Naples until I could
get a ship to the United States. That took about three
weeks. It was one of those slow ships. It was a

merchant marine vessel.

It wasn't a iliberty boat?

No, it was a merchant marine. Wait a minute . . . that
was a liberty ship. It was from India, because the
Indians were running the boat. People weuld sguat down

to eat and everything. Yes, that was from India.
The guys had the turbans on?

Yes, [they had] turbans on. That was the type of ship
that ©brought us home when I got here. Our battalion,
the guys who I went over with, they were all gone
already. Those who didn't have encough peints to be
discharged, they were sent east. The rest of us cane
straight to the United States to bhe discharged. We
landed back in Newport News. I got a train there to
Indiantown Gap. That was where T was separvated, Indi-
antown Gap.

Which is right out of Harrisburyg, right?
Yes, Pennsyvlivania.

Did you see many other dJdifferent kinds of soldiers
there, like Americans?
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Yes. T saw English, Japanese, the guys with the
turbans, and French. T saw gulite a few from the other
countries. They had French troops down there. T
couldn't understand why we would have French troops
down in Ttaly when they needed them on thelr own
shoras. Germany was Iinside of France; they were 1in
France.

Sure, from the beginning of the war practically.

I never could understand why they didn't go over there
and help them.

I was in England. There were French troops over there.

That was why the French were down there, because they
were 1in France. The military sent some to England and
sent some down to ITtaly, and they were sending them all
over to try to keep intact, I guess. They had some of
their forces with Russia and down in ITtaly. They had
gquite a time chasing treoops down in Ttaly. They had
most of them down in there. I don't know how many
divisions they had there, but we caught hell tryving to
go through. They threw everything at us but the gun.
It was quite an experience, really. I wouldn't want to
go through it again by any means.

When you got back, did vou get anvy jobs?

When T got home?

Yes.

When I ¢got home, ves. T had no problems getting a job.

I ¢ould have gone back into the steel mill, because T
was working as an auto mechanic before I went into the

service. The garage was still open. T thought that
maybe if I went inte the steel mill that I wmight get
deferred, because T had twelve kids at the time. When
I went back, I went back to the garage. I didn't go

into the wmill, because I really hated the steel mill
with a passion. I figured the only thing you needed
there was a strong back and a weak mind.

T think I had enough educational background to deserve
better. I thought I deserved better. In fact, T
thought that after spending three vears and a few
monthe in the service that that would give me leverage
for giving me something better. So, I started working
in the garage. T went back to the garage where I
worked before T went into the steel mill.

Earning power just wasn't geod enough. I felt that T

could make more in the mill. I worked in the shipping
department. It didn't take me long to move up Lo tally
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clerk. I made half decent wages there. I staved there
until I got a c¢hance to gelt out.

That was about in 1960 or somewhere aleng in there?
[Tt was] 1960.

And, you retired from Campbell?

Yeas.

Do you want to call it guits?

Is there anvthing else?

Nothing I can think of. Thank vou.

You're welcome.

END OF INTERVIEW
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