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DIANE K. JAMIESON

Mrs. Diane Jamieson was a victim of the 1985 tornado which
struck Niles. She and her family lived on Lantern Lane for
eleven vyears. On May 31, 1985, Mrs. Jamieson had left her home
to ¢go shopping. Her husbhand and children were at home. Mrs.
Jamieson witnessed the funnel cloud on Route 422. She immediate-
ly sought cover outside of her car on the ground by the YMCA.
After the tornado passed, she frantically made her way back into
Niles to find her family. As she entered Niles, she saw debris
and pieces of homes laying about her. As she walked closer and
closer to her neighborhood. she could see the tremendous destruc-—
tion from the tornado. Mr. Jamieson and his two bovs had Jjust
made 1t into the cellar when the house collapsed around them.
One ©f the boys was slightly injured. The Jamieson's house was
one ©of the worst destroved in Niles. Nothing remained from the
house. It took the Jamieson's working with the Niles community
eight months to rebuild their home. They rebuilt on Lantern Lane

and reside there today.
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Mis js an interview with Mrs. lamisson Forr bhe Yourids
fown  State University Oral History Program on Tornado
Victims of 1985 by Molly MceNamara st 11358 Lantern Lane,
Miles, Ohio on Ocltobeatr 2BLR 1988, approximately  7:00
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Mrs. Tamieson, can you tell me a Littie bit about your
Family. Tell me avoul yourr husband and yvorlr ehitdren.

My  hushatd andg 7, we were both students at Bowling
Greer and when we star fed working afbter gyraduation, Puez

Was  working in this ares so T looked for = joh here
Lao, i started reaching in Warren and 17 ve been ther e
aever since. We have two bovs, Kevin arnd S1ephen. They

both attend Ows Lady of ML, Carmel, here in Niles,
How lohwg have youl Lived her e, i Niles?

1 ’wve Jived in Niles since 1 came to the area, so thal’s
heen seventeen Year s. And here at this address we’ve
lived now, &leven vears.

Tell me a Lilt le bhit about your neighborhood. Mex1) me
wheat: it was like hefore thiee vesirs ago, before Lhe
b ornado.

in  many ways, wvery similar fo what it is  now. YO
Tanil les, tols  of children, some relired folks TR
mosily  voung families with ohildeen, Almost aver yone



WOt ks There is not a Tol of neighboring going on
because mosh people are busy, vary busy soa

Ts i1 & clese neighborhond, do yvou it hink?
What, people knowing ome another ?
Rl

We” e closer now than we were before. Yes, we knew
each other to say hello but didn’t really socialize
ety

Tell me abodl a typical day., U krnow yau wori, Tell me
Wwhal vou do.,

T teasmch handicappad youngster s in Warr en. T work with
handi capped younysters in grades eleven and twelve  arud
place  themn in vocabtional progr ams and then T helr  the
instructors  modify the program to meet Lhe learrning
problems of my childr ern, my student s. Sa, T leave for
WOtk VARRSH My husbairdl is heire Lo see the boys  omakoh
the bus to the school, He goes to work in Youngstown.
He sells tools. T come home wsually by around 3:30, #ly]
whatever i1 s~ ihe one hoy has footrbhall practice aric
7 paper roule, T Usually have a maeal ing o someitii g
slse  back in Warren again Wwith my different ot gainlza-

tions. ALl the busy double Life rhat all working moms
lead.

[ want yvou to bring me back to May 31, 1985. Tell ne
what Lhat day was 1ike, Tell me what you did Fhat dav.

Thest was @ speclal day because that was cler iosl cles y
That  was  {the last day of school and teacher s @are as
ecsialic about the lsasi day of scohool as students asre.
S0 & frriend of mine, anol ha teacher, we  head lefl
Warren and  gone up Yo Stouffers, and so on & Food
oul lLet store, wWe had stocked our freezers becauss we
didn’t want to cook &l summer 1ong. We had bought &11
Lhis  Trozen Yood and it was very bhot thal day, ik was
very  sunny and very hot and L casme homne. [t was also
pavday  and  s0 1l was headed ot o the mall., T Haact
supper with my fanily and it was funny hecalse  the
bBhone rang and Jt was a college friend | hadn’t talked
to In elant vears, at leasi eight vea s, and she lives
in  Maryland now and so ye had chathed for al Teast A
el oan hous ol the phone and L hung up Fhe phone and T

left because 1 s1il] wanted to yelt to Fhe sbore, As 1.
Teft I thought, wow, we're going to have a el storm
because e  sky was gel Ling dark. 1L owent 1 Lo the
cornet of Vienna Road and 422 and 1 was waiting at e
trraffic 17ght. T rnoliced people at the Thornton’s  gas
stat ion, which 18 no lonhger there, that'’s where the
Niles Park Plaza Shopping Center is At Thor nkon’s gas



station  Fhey were pointing behind me., So as ihe Tight
turned green, T made a lefl tirn on to 422 and 1 lookecd

in the direstion thar these people were poim ing. A
my enbtire line of wvision was black. The entire sky was
1 ack and T Lhotdght to mysel F, my God, whal 8 st orn
this 18 yoing 1o be. We're remlly going to get  hit.
Arel then 1 saw the debr is. Ther 1 saw the bhlack pieces
of  zomething Tn this black sky and 4t was probabiy  wy
hotlse Ehat. T saw at that point in the delw is But J

thouaght, my God, this is no storm, 1his is & torhado.
What aid vorr do?

T was diriving, moving towar d the mall, T’m between the
foller rink now and this tornado. T knew 7 had to getb
out of my car . I knew the worsi place for me to stay
Weérs iy Car. ALL T conld see around ne was concrete. J
didn’i want to lay on Lhe ocunorete. So all of a sudden
1 saw rthe sign for the Y. bosald the Y, there’s grass
t here, [11 Vay down ther e, I tremember  dirtving  into
e Y probably at ninety miles an bhwvie, and 1 remanber
grrabbling  my purrse and my car keyvs and running for  the
GraSS. At that point, the noise was deatening. 1
cullld feel the ground shakdinig. [ thinking to myself,
is this bthe way it’s going to end? Ts this it for me?
L decided to lay myself down next to Lke bud lding. L
Ehonght that would be sater or somelhing. But L remem

ey thinking, is this it i thtew myself on the ground
and cover ed my head and L knew Fhe bornadoe was  passing

because [ could feel the ground shakdng. AN whernr QT
Was passed, T Laoked up and the building and evervyihing
was st 1171 intact. T watched the Furrnel move away. it
WES moving of f, I guess, abt that point towatrds  Still

wagor Rosd. I watched the funnel movinig awsy  and {
Ehoudgin, See, 1L dot Lthat nursing home. Now 11 adidn’t

QCCLI to e, that the only 1 eason [ could  see  the
Al sing hioms was because Fhe roller rink was gdone Loo.
I iooked back the way,the direction T had coeome and
debiris was everywher e, I kiew 1L couldn™t get back home
thiat way. T @also khnew thal 1 had (o get home. I kirew
that from the direction that that was not good.

You were thinking so clemriy, T mn amared.

It’s phenomenal. L felt very ocalm. 1 probably 1 ookern)
like T was scared. ..My neighbors have told me 1 looked
Like @ wild person as 1 finally got home because WS
cover ed  witih mud Fr om laying nn the ground) [ knew T
ol dn’ tocome back the way 1 had come. S 1 wernt, o ISTIIRI
the hill passed Alberini’®s. AL the bottom of the Rill,
L wanted to tarn Yefl bthen, io come home the ofber way.

Anid The raffic light is out. T remember turning + Lghi
in froni of someone ahid he was Looking at me ard shak
ing his flst and | don’t care, T'm going home. L saw

braffic in front of me so 1 had to back up. L said, T
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can’t sit in a traffic dam, L1211 9o craryv. S0 T pulied
off behind the Baptist church. T knew that the housing
deve lopment  ended in a culdesac down bher e, L il led
off behind the Raptist church, drove as far ss T could

faricd then walked through & field to ged into botiom of

this development Hes T got in Ko where the houses
were, T saw @ house without a roof and T thonght, well,
iF we Jjust lost o roof, we’ll be fine. Mo problem.

1'm  sayving to the neighbors, how is it &t Lhe o of
the hill?2 How bad is 112 No onhe khnew, of ool se it

had Juist happened, No one had been aronind, averybody
WS in & state of shock, they were siill Dointing  al
thie sky. TPm walking, L had on sandals and T 'm walking

Fhrougn @l this debris and as [ was coming up this
Fittle hill hers in this develovment, the closer [ gol
to  home the worse it got. Houses wer e no lTonger just
without roofs, bthey were collapsed. Then T rounded e
corner here ancd my house was done, lhere wss nothing
there. 1 o knew L had et my family in there five
minhutes before and | was certain Lhey were dead. Then
aur nelghbor grabbed me and she said, "Diane, ey e
fine, they’'re right over there." and [ felt... [ could
sl.il} Fexee | it today. Mis big weight. rol) oft my
shoulders and 1 looked at the three of them and I said,
“Are  vou okay?" They were a Little dazed and  stuinred
but they were fline. My yolinger son was mad becaluse he
had a bruise on his arm and my hushband’ s arms. . he  Beed
protected the boys i the basemsnt as cement blocks had
fallen around  them and his arms were  bruised. Mhe
ot her boy was fine. They were all barefoot, of cour se.
(wher  you walk i, in my house, voll take vour  shoes
o f F) Before we left Tthal night, we had to find shoes
Forr them. ALL L could Find of my husband’ s  was one
bhirowr  shoe  and one black shoe, For my older boy wWe
Found some G, 1. Joe snow bootl s, Fittally For Line
youngear one, T found his itennis shoes., L. sexicl, O,
et L A pair of shoes, this is supei. He puts I hem
O, cr inges  and takes his Fool out andg it°s  Full of
glass, rhe ternnis shos is Fiill of glass. Crazy stuff.
Ihey had just managed to get to the basement. They had
been watching Lelevision. Thank God oy bovs were in
the house. I don’t know hnw we would have got  down-
stairs quickly enough otherwise. My older boy said the
1Y had  gone out, the cable had gone  out. At Lheat.
poinh, my husband said, "My God, lisben o that nojse. "
Gee, if that would be & tornado. We knew there wers
watches thalt day. But I had not heard thatb bthere had
bean  torrnadoes earlier that day in northern Tromlau Ll
county .

[ don’t think anybody kinsw
1 think T might have besen @& bil more casurious 1F 1 Hyead

kinown already that day some rornadoes had touched down
somewhiere local iy, We didn’t know bhat. ANYWaY , hey
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wette bhotty i the house, He grabbsd both boys, bhey ran
Lo Lhe hasenent because the older one hard mentioned tle
tornado drills they had had at school, that they nesded
to gao 1o the basement. Witihinm twenty seconds of the
Flne they went down to the basemant, the house was
GONe . My  husband sald il was Jdark, they could heasr
this great creakling and it was Jight because everything
above tThem was gone. e fronmt of the haouss literally
exprlodaed, Wer hewver found a piece of Furniture from the
bovys bedroom and the spare bhedr oom. Nothing-—— i he
carpeting, the Flooring. As the floor Jefb, this was @
amall three bedroom ranch and as the floor left, of
SO S, it knocked the Furnace over and bhe gas  water
heat et in the basement hecause the piping left &lso.
So 1 here was gas escaping and so immediately, they knew
they had to get out and they had climbed out Ly meatis
o the freszer because the siairway Ffrom Lhe basement
was Tlipped and laving on the middle of the 1 Leam and
the only orher way to climb od was oub on bthe freeszer.
Mey climhed out fr om the bhasement.

Te's & wond thiing bhat they were so Luek y .

Fect they been anywher e upstairs, they would have been
killed, Some peuple I know huddled in their babthrooms
or in a separare closet in the middle of their trome: s |
L yorrs home just Lost all the outside walls or whabew

e bhalt was Fine. Mine blew away. There was nothing
left of this hotise,

Wheat happened  right after that, aflier vou found out
that your Famlly was okay. 1 know that was yvolle imme

diate concern. lhat happened right after that?

1 think T had...] wanted the children out. ..l was  so
devastal ing, dangerous, there was broken glass eaver y-
where, nails, it was awful. 1T wanted. .. T don’t know.
My husband and T staried looking through some of the
clebris., His car was on the top of our +refriger ator in
the middle oF the backyard. Bizarre stuff. L had the

kids go to a neighbors’ for a while bacause some of | he
houses orn the ore side of Pepperwood were jitst damaged.
They weraen’t severely damnaged.

These ones right here or the front?

Along Ehe even numbered houses on Pepperwood all sus

tained major damage. They all sehded up with rnew roofs,
rew aidindg. Bt the houses were 1ivable. Where @as  on
the odd nunbered side of Pepperwood, those houses wet e
@] 1 unlivable and here on Lanterin | ane Lthey were gone.
So anvway, T had them stay there fTor & while. L remem-
ber  one of my nelghbors being dazed and yoing to  get
Nis Polaroid camera and sald, T got o take = picture,
nobudy’s going Fo believe this. (fhe mess was here For
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waeks., ) But he was going to take a picrure. Hee  Liwverdd
orn the corner over here and he had been painting in the
Vivingroom bul his patio was blown out as the tornacia
came  thirough. He was  sucked From the Livingroom
throigty the diningroom, out the pakbic and deposited o
the  backyard in the grass and so he’s walking araund
very dazed. T was Vortunate to be sble to et home @as
cquickly as L did. Because like T said, T had talked to
my «ir 1¥eiend, my old college friend, 1 would have been
&t the mall, it would have taken me hours (o getr back
home again. Recalse 1 was oult, we had 8 car we  collld
Lse, we were free to go over my girlfriend’ s house 4R
Vienna to spend the night then. Otherwise we woalild
have been on the gym floor at Niles MoKinley High
School oi some place, Tty that respect, it was & littrle
sasier . She had power again, by midndght. S For s
anhid  the kKids the next day, things were rea) nor meal .
Cartoons on Sat urday morning and toast and  evervthing
Just tike it should be, 1 think in some respects, it
was tougher for {hose kids who lived here whose houses
wat @1’ L damaged enough to leave and Lhey were stbil) in
all this.

et did you do the mext day on that Saturdsy? Where
didd vou even beagin?

We came back, i1 was like we had To cume back. We came
back and at that point, that evening, none of my neigh

bors. . .they were all gomne, ball games, different sotiv-
ities and T don’i remember sesing any of my immed]at e
neighbors that oiight Bui that next morning, they were
all her e, OfF course, the &l coming together kind of
thing. Emotional support. We were wvery close to the
people  rn@ext cdoor here. Those are Lbhe ones  we wou) o
shiare things back and ford . Since 1hen, L am  midch
el Lerr  acagualinted with &l these people. Tyt clary
youre siftinu Lhrough debr is trving to find things. [
remember  dJoing  thirough the debris and  some strangers
walking up to me and saying, "Why are vou  bothering,
why aire your brying to save anvthing, isn’i thiis &l
aaovelr ed by dnsur ance? L looked wp al Him  and  said,
"Yes, but 1 didn’t feel like going shopping today, " 1
t hought . you  Jerk, my kids nheed underwear, §1F T can
Tind  something, my giritfriend can wasty 1L for me, Wer
can wear it. There’'s nothing open at the mall. Fyvery

thing’s closed and we had nothing bto wesr. It was jusi
strange, peoble were slrange,

Wera yvou able Lo find anyining [hab your weres apble {o
vae or keep?

Some  of  my ¢lothing, some of my hushand’ s clothing
becauss our bedroom is in the back of Lhe howse ard Lhe
back of the house Jusl sort of fell inte the backyard,
Wiher @as Lhe  Front of the house blew away. MNohie of



their clobthing, ad so Torth atid Ffurnd bur e. Nothing in
my hotlse  was usable, although we did Find my si@aine

less. . Tfrom my wedding, yout know that kind of  thing,
thal was usable again. My mothet 's wedding oryvstal was
all broken and my wedding china and so Forilh. I Follridd

my husband’ s wedding ring and we found a fair amourt of
pictures, it was surprising: people wollld save Fhings
as  we fTound things. We have baby piclures frrom both
boys and that Kind of thing, because people. . .we  Fourd
them 1 the back yard and sivy monthis later, s gir -
firiend of mine took all the piclures and cleaned  them
U for we and out. them in an &lbum. So that was nice.

Yes, where did you even begin to rebiiild, o even to
start aver?  Was thal one of your concerns right away

oL L WhaL was going Lhrodgh vour heard?
Tt WAS. [ have & b other who lives im Davton who’s &
State Farm adgent. Now he’s not my insurance agent a1l

he dJdid get hold of me and he’d been through the Xenias
tornadoe  eleven vears before with his clients and he
sald to me, "Diane, you have to go Find a house today.”
He  said, "1 know it’s the last Fhing in the world  vou
want to do at this point, vou cam’ ¢ even think aboutr
it, Lhere’s only ten good houses i Niles and there’s o
hundred  families looking for them and you have 1o getb

one now. " And he sald, "The Bigger the better, State
Farm will think anything less than a thousand & month
is & bhargain, go."” aAnd t'm Just  Floor ed. Thern 1
remnemherecd, M didn™t know the fFamily, but T did know
Fhiere  was @ house vacant here at the hotton of  the
cdevelopment I knew the family was living in Columbus,

Fhe house was Tor sale and T contacted him thinking he
worlld maybe like to rent the house and [ wented a place
to pubk my Family. Living with friends is fine but thal
wears  Lhin after a while, T knew T couldn’t go Lo =
motel with a five vear old and an eidht yvear old theire.
The fTour of ws in ong room uocUld  have KkKilled each

ot e . B Thabt was the big push and 1 have to  say 1
was as  confortable during the rebuilding as  anvbody
ar ot e Otther people wers i smal l apartments o

living with in- laws or other relatives and fhey were in
crampaed quarters and we had our own houses,

S0 where did you end up going?

We rented the house hers in the developnen! , Triends
From school Ffurriished it with usad thinds from people’s
attics and basements and within & week, T had &  com

pletely furnished house, a very nice house and wWwe were
ort the way back Lo beindg normatl. At that point, gz
tried 1o figure out what we would do with this. Il
were going to rebulild, where, and Jook at housse plans.
We kriew we were going teo build something di fferent

i yvou  have  problems i those  first  two days



before., . .T know the martial Taw was in atfeck  bub 1
know @ lot of areass werer’ti under the national cti@red
right  away, immediately. Dic votr have rroblems  with
people coming in here. ..

Ot, there were people everywhest=, that night, bthe next
mormtmg ., You couldn®t diive in anyvwhere, but anyohne
could walk thirough and even whean the national guard was
here if you were walking thr ough, there was rno problem.
Yo weren’t st opped. Tk was impossible trying ko derive
@ vehicle through because the roads were hlocked, they
war ¢ clearihiyg Lhe cemetery, It was such a big mess
her e Anvone walking was alwavs abhle to get  throuah.
Yes, there were & 1ot of penphle searching and T know, |
lost @ fair amount of cash. I had fust  cashed  my
payvoheack But we didn’t have any savings in the house.
r Kriow ther e Were people who kKept larwae amotunts  of
money L Ltheir bhomes and those bLlew away. FPeople weras
going through picking up money. picking up whatever.

The et day, 1t continued. OF cotrse there were the
ot fous people, That Friday night, all vou could here
were sirens Itee sirens never stopped. It was contin
ual sound of sirens. e next day, it was the helicop-
ter s, Lt was the burning brighd sun  and helicopters
and  then the TV cameras. Mhey wetre all over. Tnter
Views.,

You were interviewad,
Yers,
How  cid  vou Feel aboudt that, hHow did yeu feel abhout

paople  coming in here and looking at what was left  of
yYour house?

It didn’™t bother me. At the time., T remember talking
to people and | said later , T had to be in shock o }
wouldn®t  have been falking to these reporter s, [y
huskband  gave an inberview for national TV. 1t was on
NEBC News. Cotmde Chung said, "Here we go to Niles,
Ohic."” Aridd the Joocs)l NBC person said, “Here’s M.

"

Tamieson. .. We waere on National V.
See, We missed all bthal becase we never had any elec
tricily for bhiow lonig.

Riaht and people taped 1t in other olaces My  birother
in San Diego taped that and shipped it o us and it was
tatet , T said 1 had o be in shock, wWwe wouldrn’t  bave

bheen so free Lo talk. I got a terrific sun burtr  that
cday because we were outside from 7:00 a.m. unhbil 5:0H)
pame and the sun was extremely bhotb. There were lots of
st range faces and yebt some of the stranus Faces were
Lhe Red Cross offering drinks of water and people were
heltping. Feople from down Lhe street who werren’t as



Jr

devastated a8 we were, were 11 trying to help s sal
vage rhings., A1l [ had on was a pair of sandals and I
remambeéer one of my Friiends from school had walked  in
and he was helping us and 1 said, "Pleass you'we got to
find me & pair uf shoes, Mo going Lo get tetanus  Ler e
if T rdon’t Find sonething besides these sandals, " S
W looked and we kept JTooking. We had Lo sift hrough.
You had to look for something because there was nowhere
to go Lo pirchase anything, even i Yol wanted to
immediately.

Whiat about the Red Cross and the Salvation Army [DERS!
you finad that they helped you?

They Wei e gremt . Red Cross was there within two davs
with wvouchers to go to Penny’s or Lo uo to e mal L,
whet ever you wanted to go and get clothing and shoes.

How did that work, 1 don’t underst and?

They gave you a voucher based on your family, number of
ohildren, family size. It was obviously, yrowr Jimmediate
need, vorl don’t have anyrbhing to wesr , rvou need shoes,
you  can go gelt bthis, here’s some money Lo do bBhat.
Later they bhad food and then Fhey set up a place at rthe
High School wheare youl coule gyo ard Look Lhrough  clobh

ing people had donated. FPeople were  Jjiist  wohder ful.
My hushband  and 1 were able to salvagse some  oloalBing
firom the bhackyard. Some things would bhe per Fectly fine
and  other things, you’d ihink it were Fine and then
there would be this big blob of paint. L your think

aboul. L, there were perple’s garsges going around |ike
a diant blender and gspitting out things here and there
and  so i you visualize kKitchen ntensils and food @&l
roiling around and things from people’s gsrages. Youtd
pick uUp sonalhing and it would be jusi fine, something
else wollld be ruined, Anvthing with any siructure was
splintered and destroyved. Clokhing bends and  conse
auent Ly, there was more usable clothing than anvthing
alse T found. [te Red Cross was great. Aryihring From
fooud atniel those vouchers to get new T hings. Shoes,
thers was & separcate voucher for shoegs ifF 1 rrememnbers
cort ect 1y, And they were great with fFeeding us et
Kow , #Bs  people wer @ doing rheir salvage  and t hedir
clean up, they came bthrough here with hot frnod  thr ee
times @ day. They Foumnd us sl the house hal we weits
rent ing and they Fed us another week vet after we  Fisc
moved in So for Ltwo weeks, my kKids had fresh dough
Niit s ever yday for breakfast and they would look @i me
Tike well, is  Uhis uoing Lo continue? I remember-
turning them awsy saving, "Well no, the Boy Scoluts were
Just  here with hamburgers. "  and they said, YO, ey,
Youl mean Wwe iust dicove here all the way from Akr on fesr
rothing. ” Okay, glive me Five spagheilis, TE was Lhe
sEame crew  oprimard Ly, T cdon’t KiMow, Tose people
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Wwor ked tremendonsly bard.

Thetr @ were a 1ol of good things about them. Whist aboul
the Tederal agencizs, T'm nok exactly sure who they
nelpad or T guess 1t was just the neediest people  op
those who, ..,

[ don’t krnow, We were well covered by insurance and so
aeventually we rehbuilt. ke were covered by jnsurances s
ve had no need. We didn®t aualify. Lf you were  truly

neady, 1 dor’t think you got much eirher because they
expeclied to  bhe repaid. So if yvour were truly oul of
work, and had no means of repaying this federal money,
(those wWere the low interest loasns)] you wWere out  of
luck. [ wiess there was some money  availlable Fers
initial oleasn up and so forth b the inans, fhese l1ow
interest disasier loans hat Lhey kept talking abogt,
t e dover ninent wantaed to be repaicd. Sao if yvou  wer e
trily  destitute, yvou wouldn’t bhave aqualified eiiher.
We  soaw most of the federal money going inte Fhe  ¢alean
tp o of pablic Jand which 1 gtess is good, 1 meann  bhe
cemet er y needed to be cleaned, the st ests needed o be
cleanasd. When 1 asked Lhe mayvor abouil the debirris in  my
vair d, he sald, "That’ s in vour varr, that's yvour prob-
Ten. "

[ heard & 1ot of people say that and they were I &8Phon
siblie. Here yoll responsibile for cleaning that up  and
paying forr that to be taken care of7?

Absaliihely. Now granted, some insurance companies do
glve yaou something to go toward that cliean o, others T
giess don’t. I know our particular parish priest wiatd
for dumpsters and  trucks and they  came i and  he
vl eaned L anybacdy who wanted Lo be oleaned  up. i
wasn’ t Lhat yvou had to bhelonyg o his parish bul  right
Ttr & row heire, here were Five Families {hat were  from
hies parish and L bet thal that”s what br ought it nome
For  him. Men later , 1 guess Catholic Charities i
tiry to reimburse him for that expense. And the public
lands need Lo be cleaned up, 77 L1 gr-ant you Fheat. bl
the city coulda’t have broughi a few dumpster s in?

1 know

See, that really was a help to have @& dumpster oLk
1 here, Okay, you ve gotten this plile of trramsh  togeth

ar, Wwhat do [ do wirh it7? fhet & was @ dumpster sitling
thete Tor & while and that was a great help  to have
somewWwhere to go...and the ocity couldn’t have done 1hat?

1 don’t understarnd that eiiber.
Yeas, it Just didn’t seem that that reguitred @ 1ot of

@ ffort .
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Wivy did vour decide Lo rebuiild here?

Well we like Niles, My husband works in Youndst own, {
work  in Wairirern. Niles jis halfway in-betwesn. As o Tar
#wa other locations v Niles, {1 mear, sure ["m going Lo
Jive in Florida or San Diego or  some warm colimabte
somet ime, bt as far as living in Niles, there s no
ot.her locaitlion 1 would prefer . 1°m ¢lose Lo everything
hete, At really we Telt that we owed too much on  aurs
olcd mortygaye. 1F we had had Lo pay off our old  mort

dage withy the dnsurance money, we woulcdn’™t have had =&
Tot Jeff then hto work withh to start over agsin. S0 W
felt  that keeping the old mortgsadge going, staying 1in
this looat ion, that we could be the most well oFfF S0
Wer i,

How lorng did it take you to rebuild everything?

We were in in Yanuary, Lhe middle of January so  Lhak
woltld have ts at aboul eight mont hs

That’s a long Fime.

Yes. Ihe insur ance people were starting Lo dguestion
ol need for alternative housing and 1 said Look, these
are i1, mormal times . Yes, Normalily you A et &

house builli in six months, 1 safd these are nobt  normal
1 imes.

Yes, especially this ares that was hit. I think this
Wwas probably the worst streel hitb.

Yas.

Wttt about today when you hear, 1 don’t kinow if VLl

berare thaal sirens 4o off, you kKnow Lesting them o
Warning faor @ tornado, what do you do? How do  vou
Fexel?

We’re wvery cautious We have a weather radio, LE

Lhere is a weather aleril, it sounds Tike @& fire =airen
going  Lhrough oure house and we come dashing  down  and
Listen to the radio. Whatl ' s bad about that is  thatl
they do that for 8 shiow alerts in the niddle of winter .
And  so at 3:1 a.m. youl 1l come dashing down  as  Lhe
veather radio is going off and it’s because Lhere is @
snowW blizzard alar b in Geagda Coulitby.

Std1T I gness it does prime yvou.
Yo, We’re very cautious, we don’t like +High winds.
Somet Tmes, I kKnow some nights when it has besn & very

strong wined, rain kind of thing, 1711 e awake all
night . PFecause we’ve lYearned a lot We’ve lear necd

11



that tornadoss can happen al any time of day or il gt ,
arny mointth of yvear, any stabte in the union, and ves,
there are times that are more virinerable than ofhers
UL Wwe now know they can happen anybime.,

I here is something 1L forgot to ask you about . Do vaou
renembar therse was & secornd Lornadoe war nling rightv after
the first one. Do you rremember Lhat ?

(IS Wwex L1 somehody sald there were, on Lhe street ., lex
remenber the gas company coming through turning off @il
the wvalves and somehody saying somebthing that there’s
anothner tornads war ning. Vowasn” + the leamst concernad.

Regy] Ly ?

We had Just 1ived through one and everl yithing was al
ready gone, L owasn’t Lhe least concerned. Now  bhat
night when I ot tao my girlfriend’s house in Viernna and
Eheyr & talking aboul 1it, 1 was & little concerned
again, L Jdont know. .. but right here immediately, what
more could happen?

I guess T would feel that way too What else could be
taken? T Just have a couple obFher duestions oy amsk
YO Your neiahborhood 1 oday, has i changed much

inore,  or how has 1t changed?

e new houses are & Titile bigger. Some  neighhors
adidn’t  reburn., The one party had bsen trying o sell
Lheit honse, wanted to rebuild a larger home elsswher e
and  that’s what they did. On Lhe other side, They
chose Lo build elsewhere, they didn’t want to come back
b o Lhe samne locaitior. You know some people  are @
little leery aboul coming back. I felt this is  safer
than some new lucabion because The odds of 1 happening
again  right here aren’t real high. fhe houses are
i gyer , we’ e Fr Lendl fTar . We had a bhiock party I e
veat after it happenad, we haven’t trisd anvihing since
then (0 duess nobody wanted to organize 4] tad 1 do
kimow  my neighbors much better and we do  talk  wor e.
LPs 81111 not Lhe old days because people are just | oo
blisy for that

That " s understandable. Do vou feel sater here?
Yes., People say that this was bthe sane path that Lobver

tornadoe  had taken back in 194N and T say, no, 1T can’t
have besen the very same path because those trees in Fhe

camet ery were 20N vears old. So If it was one thousarc
Feet: the other direction then it wasn’t Lhe same patl
and  I'm not worried about it. My par ticular noltse

going w again, we had to be in the centerr of bBhe  oat
of the whole ihing and no, I7'm not worr fed about it
hitiring here avain. We were on vacation a vear later
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and heard thete wer e tarnasdo warnings through here and
1 said to my husband, "Well, if she blows, she bhlrus,
We’ll rebuild again.” and he said, "Not in the sane
apat. " Bo if it goes away the second time, we won’li
coine braclk .

[s there atnvihing else that yvou’d like to mesntion that
L haven’t talked aboub? Is 1here anvibhing that L e e

forgot ten?

CommuUnity support was super. People from a&ll over gave
me things.

That®s nice to hear.

Yes, People werae marvelous and 1 guess bhey gt=Te! v~
sions of my poor little bovs not having any  tovs  and
For g while...yvou know Fhey wetre only fFive and sight al

the time and they started expescting something every
time they saw somebody. N guess that greed is normal.
Just wonderful, offering o help and the food and | he
EYRTET 18T We were very grateful. Fyveryone, ["tes SLID

prart of our friends and family was marvelous.

Wex1 1, Ehank you wvery mich.,

Yo wWel come,

ENDG OF INTERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

