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DIANE K. JAMIESON 

Mrs. Diane Jamieson was a victim of the 1985 tornado which 

struck Niles. She and her family lived on Lantern Lane for 

eleven years. On May 31, 1985, Mrs. Jamieson had left her home 

to go shopping. Her husband and children were at home. Mrs. 

Jamieson witnessed the funnel cloud on Route 422. She immediate-

ly sought cover outside of her car on the ground by the YMCA. 

After the tornado passed, she frantically made her way back into 

Niles to find her family. As she entered Niles, she saw debris 

and pieces of homes laying about her. As she walked closer and 

closer to her neighborhood, she could see the tremendous destruc­

tion from the tornado. Mr. Jamieson and his two boys had just 

made it into the cellar when the house collapsed around them. 

One of the boys was slightly injured. The Jamieson's house was 

one of the worst destroyed in Niles. Nothing remained from the 

house. It took the Jamieson's working with the Niles community 

eight months to rebuild their home. They rebuilt on Lantern Lane 

and reside there today. 
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M: rhts j ,";:> an In-ter"vtew wj i-h My's. iamieson fot' the Yourl'l)s 
to\,)rl ~)i·ate Utl1v€)f'sity Or;::Jl History r-=>t'ogrsrn (In Tornado 
Viet im:;-, 01; 19.?rs by Mo 1 J y McNamarr';::l at' 1 1 -:;;S [.ant.. et'tl Lane, 
Nj Les~ llhio on October 2F=;th 1988, ElPPt ox lmat f~l y 7:(1n 

p" til ~ 

Mrs" -rElmjes()n~ can you tel.1 roe a little bit 
i"amily" 1 eLl roe abOLJi YOLH' hu.o:3band EHld YOIH 

ahnut- your 
cl) i I or'en, 

'f: My hlWI,Dlld Dnd I, Cle wer'e both student s at Flow Ii 119 
Gr'cen and when we ,o:,i:ar t-eo wor I< in.,;;! a f t;et' ~r aduat i(,n, he 
WAS I,.lorki f19 in thi S fJt'ea sn T looked for a iClh het'p 
L(lo" 51 at'ted reac:hi.ng in Warr'en and l' ve heen theH e 
C\/er ~?ince" We have i~"')n boys, Kevin and Si ephen, fhey 
!)I)t-h at't end OUt" l.ady of' Mt ~ Car'mel ~ het~e in Nt 1 es, 

M: How lot)0 have YOll lived het e~ ttl Ni.le..:::.? 

J: I've Jived in Ni-les since 1 Game to the at'es, 5-')n that's 

M: 

heen seventeen yearsx Atld here at this a(kit'es~:. \,Je've 
liveli tlOW, elC\/0tl YCi::)rSe 

re11 rile a 
wilDt it 
t Ot 'nado H 

re 1 J 
before 

me 
the 

f K ln many ways, very ~)tmi lsr' to \,Jhat it :i s nOIN H YounQ 
fAillilies, lois of children, some ret-ir~ecJ foJks bui 
rnosi 1 y young farni 1 iet-:- I.-dth chj ldr'en. Almost ever yone 



wotks fher'e is not a 1 ni of on 

M: Is it a close ne1ghborh()od~ do you i hink? 

T ~ What, P80P 1 eo kn()l.Jing one anot-her? 

J : 

M:. 

.1 : 

We't'e 
each 
much 

c loser now rhf':H] we were he fore" Yes, 
"ther' ro say hello loll!; didn't ,'etJU y 

fell me about a t yr;.i.c(;11 day" 
l,JhfJ t- you do, 

[ k now you work." 

we knel.J 
socializ0 

Tell me 

T ""Ior'k (oJi t h 
hat leli Gc1Pped YOt-lng~3ter's i t1 gr~ades eleven Elnd t\,Je 1 ve ant I 
pla r;:e tl'lArn tn \/oc::aLional 01"091 arns EHld thet] T help the 
i nstt'uct;or~s mod i fy the pr'ogr'am to meet the lear'ninv 
pt ohlems of my eh:i l.dl en* rny sf udent 5. So, T 1.eave for 
wot'k 7: L5" My husbstJrl 1.S het'e to see tfv:3' h{)ys r~atcll 

t he bus t () the s(~hoo 1" He goes to I.nJot k i.n Yrlungstowr'L 
He s.ells i-ool s" T (~orne I'lome usually by f?!r'uund :5: · .... 0, do 
whate\/er' iii s - the one boy has footha 1 1 pract i ce anti 
a paper' t't)l~te" T UStlSJ ly have a meet in',J 01 somethin~j 

else back in ~Jarren agDin loJith my eli ffet'ent ()t gst1izs' 
t i. t.)ns" A J J t he busy doulJ 1 eli f e t, ha!: all work i nv mom.'?) 
lead~ 

M: v.lant you tn br'Lng me back 1-() May 31, 1985" TeJ 1 me 
what that day \~Jas J i kex re J J rile what you did t-ht3t rh~v, 

'): fhat- was a spc(;i.al drJY because Lhat ""Jas clet 1(';.81 day 
That" 1~las t he last day of sch!)nl anti t-cachet.So sr e 8[::' 
ecst aLic ahr)ut the last day of s(~hool as stucletlt~}, ar'ex 
So a ft~tend of nline, an01ller~ tec-.h;ller~, \.ve had left 
Warren and o;;JOile- lAP to ~~tot~ffers~ and ~)() on, a food 
out let: .53tor~e, lAIC had stockeel oUr' fr~ee2et's because we 
dicln) t \dani~ tl) c()ok all StHnmer long" We had bc)ught 811. 
Lld~) ft~02en 1'ood and it ""Jas \'er'y hut t:haL day~ it:: i..Ja.s 
ver~y SI~nt1y and \ler y hot and l cc.:Hne hon]e~ It 1.las also 
payday and so 1 was headed ()(d to rile maJ J" J had 
supper"' ""lith )I]y fSflti.l y and it was funny becal~~3.e the 
p/lone r~any and j t i.,Ja.s- a co J 1 A9G fr tend L hsdn' i: ta J ked 
to in etght yecWS, at least eight Vest $), and she 1 i..ves 
in Mar'y land nO\.J and ~>O i.J0 had c:hat Led fot' 81 10fJst i3 

hal f an ~IOUt~ Ot] t-110 phone st1d L hung up t"he phone and T 
left lJec:sLJSe ] still I.nlsrlted to yet to ~t1e sL{)r'e. As 1 
left J tllot,ght~ W!lv.l~ we~re sJo1ng to have a teal storn! 
bee::('3use {-he sky \.Ja.":-? ye1 Ling df3!rkx 1. 1.lent tJI) to i-~le 

,;:or ner {l f Vienna Road and 422 st)rl 1 ""Jas wai. Ling fd" the 
tt~af'fic 1 ight-. I not iced people- at t-he Th()r~nton' s ~.j21S 

stat i on~ ""If)ich i.s no lot1ger ther e~ that's ""Jher e tIle 
Ni le.s F'c~t'k F'l aza ~)hoppi.ng Center' is At Thr Jf nlon' s ga~3 



st aLion t-hey wer~e ~Iojnting behind me~ So a'3 f he 1 ighl' 
turned gr een~ T made a left tilr'n Otl to 4:?2 and I looked 
i.n the dit~eJ ,;t ion that these poop 1e wer'e po; nl tng" Ani 1 
my entire 1jne (If \lision ""'as blacKx fhe entire sky WEIS 
!)la(,:k 8t1(J th()t~'U[)i' to loyself, my GO(J~ ""Iflst a ~3tl)r~111 

t his is 'Joing 1 (I be_ !,-Je~t e really g(J1ng to get hit. 
And then ", sa",,1 t:he (1ebr is. TIlen 1 saw the lllack pie(':05;' 
(.)f ,~omerhin,<-J ill this hla(;k sky atld it \.)88 PI-onably Iny 
hnl..,lSe thAt T saw at that point in the de!,r i s r-~Id; J 

t!1()u9ht~ my l~od) 1h1s i.s tlO stot"m, this is ,,1 tot'tlsdo. 

J: T was clt'iving~ ml..)\lj ng tower d the Ina lJ, T' In net ween the 
i ntter" r~itd< I'IOvJ c~nd this tl)t'nado. I<ne~-J T had to get 
out (If rllY cat" J knew the v)or'sf place tc)r me to st'ay 
I-Ja~) lOY car" A 11 I COl ~ 1 rl see E.'H"~nl.-lnc.J n,e v.la~'3 l'::l)tlCTete" 
didn't wEnd to lay on the ClIne':r ete. So a11 of- a sudden 
1 -S.a~-J rI,e sign fl)t t-he y~ sajd t-he Y, ther"e's gr"C"):-S.$ 
t hel-'e~ r' II 1 elY dOl,lIt) ther e. I rernemher dri vi t1g int () 
the Y pr~obabl y at tJ1.nety mi J es an hl)IH~, and 1 r'emelobet" 
9t'abbj fig my put"se E1nci my csr' keys and rtHlning for' the 
gr";;;~ss. At- tl)sL fJr)int, f 11r'~ noi::::.e was cieafenillg, 1 
1~(lllld feel the gt'ound shakltl9. r'rn thinkjng to fflyself~ 

is this the way i_ t' S gl) Lng to et1u? Is this it for" rile? 
1 deejded t(l lay myself down next to the builuing" 
thOIHJhL that- would he safer' ()t~ sometllingH Rl~t L r~enlem 

ber thi nk ing, is i Iii sit? l t ht'ew myse 1 f on t-he grounrl 
arg-) (:over eej my head and L kne",,1 f-he tl)r nado hiSS pass ing 

because r cou 1 d fpc 1 the gt"(J1 Hld sllakj ng" And when 1 t­
was passed, T tnoked up and the bui lding and e\leryt'hi tl~:;J 
""las st tll intactk J wE1tr::11ed the fl~nnel mO\/e away, rL 
I"JS.S ml)ving off, I gue-ss, f~t t~laf; point towat~d.':::. Stit} 
wagon Road. J watched the l;unnel mnvltlg away and 
thou",JI)t, Gee, iL got that- nursirlg hume. Nut-J it rii(.1n'L 
occur Lo me) that tl)e onl y t cason J (,::()lllci see 1 he 
niH sing [Inme was be(':2luse '-tie r~ot ler~ r~;nk W;;:J~) g(lne 

looked bac':l< 1 he "")AY, t he dither-:tlotl I had come 
deht"; S !..-Jas ever'YW[1er e. I kt1e,ol 1 cOI~ldn' t get back 
tl1at ""lay. J ':11so knew thai 1 had 10 0et home. I 
th(,3t l'r (1m tt)6 dir"cc-ti(.)t] that f-hat WEJ.'!'> not Sll)OcJ~ 

M: You were thinkit19 so clearly, T'm ama?ed" 

too" 
and 

home!:: 
knew 

J~ It's phenomenal~ L felf very ('::a1m. pr"obably looked 
1 ike T t,-Ias scar eel."" (My nei9hbor s ha\le told me 1 looked 
t ike a \..)11d person as 1 f ina 1 I y got f lome be(':ause 1 !..-Jf].'.) 

C(I\/er ed ",,11 t (1 murl ft om laying nrJ the grounrl) [knew T 
C;()l~l r~n' t l,:(.)me bE.'lck the Wf3Y 1 had COOle" SI) 1 !..-Jent rll)Wtl 
ti,e hi. 1 1 r;.assed A lhet'i rd ~ s.>" At. the l)ott(Jlo I..) f- the hI j 1) 
1 l.Janted to h 11 n 1 e I' L then ~ tr) come horne t he ot'llet~ way" 
And tr1e h affit...) jjght is ()u1. T remember t lwn"ir,y t ighi 
in tt'l..1nl- of~ sOloeone all(1 he !....)a~..; looking at me and shak 
i ng hi s f 1st and d()tl' t cat'e~ l' fll going home. S:;E:)W 

Lt'affic in fr~ont l)f me ~)() 1 had i 0 back up~ 1 said, T 

3 



(;an~ t si_L in 2l tr of fiG jam, l' J ] g() ct~a2'Y~ ~)O 1: pUlled 
off I,ehinej i he RaDtl~;t church, T knew that the housi ng 
cleve LOPr1lent; ended in a cuI deSfJC dOI.n1 thet e H L pi Il1e-e1 
nff beld nd the Rapti st church, rir'ove as far as T cou1 d 
arid t;hen v.Jalked t ht'l)ugh a field toe) get itd 0 b()t1-r)n1 oi' 
i his deve1oj::)metd- A~) T '>Jot in 7;0 wher e the houses 
wet~e, r sa~"' a house I.)ithout a r~oC)f and T tr-H''IIHJht, we} 1, 
if I,'e jLjst lost' OLH roof, we'll be fine, No p,'ol>lern, 
1'01 8syin9 t-I) 1-11e neigl')l)()r~s, how is it at the to!) of 
i he hi 1 J? Hov.J bad is i1? No one knew, nf cour se it 
had 51 ~st happer leri" No ()ne had been cH'OI !nd, everybody 
was ina staLe ()f sh()(':k, they I.)At'e ~.:.1 i 1 1 poi. nt i ng al 
the :,::.ky. T'1ll walkin':J, L had nt1 sandE.~ls and T'm vJalkin<,.J 
1 hrough (;'::11) this debr~is and as f 1.las corning up t hi s 
J itt 1e hill het'e in this cieveJopment, the cl()~>er' [ ~()t 
to horne the wor'se j t got" HOl!8es 1.let e no 1 onget' jl~st 
wi thoLlt- r ()()fs, they we~'e c,;ollapseci. -, hen T r~()unr1ed the 
cor net~ here and my hOl..1se was ~()ne H r here Wf1S noth i ng 
ttlereM 1 knew 1 had left my family in there five 
mj t)Llte~.5 befl,t"e f3lnd f wes cet~t ai n they !".Jere dead. Then 
[)IH' neight)ot~ gr~abbed me an('"1 she ~3aid, "Diane~ i-hev~r'A 

fine, they're tight over' the,e," And felt." [ could 
sti 1 J l~ee1 it today. rhj.s bis; wei-ght r't)ll of1~ my 
Slloulders anci "( looked at 1 he three of them and J sai d, 
"At'e Y()I ~ l.lkay? II They l.)er~e ali t I-) e dazed anI I stunne[ j 
uut they v)ere fine" My YOlwlger S0n was mad becal~se he 
had a br'uise on his EH""'m anel my I')usbanlj~ s arm.s."" he Ilad 
pr oLectecl the boys jtl the bS$.5ement (':IS cement hlo(,;k~.5 h2ld 
fallen 8t"'OIHld t~hem and hi.'S.") at~m.s wet'e bt'ui.sed. r111:" 
of her hoy I"as fi.ne. rhey !".Iet'e all bar efoo1, of cOLlr S8. 
(l.)hetl YOU I,Jalk irJ, in my house, Y()I~ cake YOUt' ~3hoet;. 
nf f) Re fore I.JA left i-hat ni9hi, we had to find s~loes 
1Z

t)t' them. All 1. [;t)t~lc:l find of my husband's was one 
l"w ol.)n sll(.)e f..lt1d (Ine black shc:"0'" For my 0 lder boy v.)e 
1°0Utlri .sr)me G~ 1. JI)e snow bool3. r:itlc:llJy for' the 
younger one~ T found his ienni:7) shoes~ L .-:)aid~ Oh, 
~,H"'eaLK A pait~ 01' Sh00S, thi.s is ~3Upet .... " Ile puts 1110111 
OIl, cr i.nges and take.s.' his fCJot out and it's fu lJ 0 f 
glass, the tennis shoe is flill of glass" Crazy StL! ff. 
I hey l lad just managed to get' tCI 1 ~ Ie basement. They had 
been watc:hjn9 televisi('1n. Thatlk God botl1 boys wer"'0 jn 
the house. f d0ll~ t know hr)w we v.J()ld d hS\/e got d()wn­
stair's ql~icklY enough ()thet~wise" My 01 der' bo/ said the 
I V had gone out, the cable had gOtl0' out ~ At Lhf.?t 
poirliq my husband said, "My Goel, listen tl) that noise." 
Gee, if that wou1 d be a tOt- nado ~ We knE'H') thE~re v.JAt'e 
waj'cl,es that day. Ruj l had not- hem'd that ther'e had 
been tOI'nadoes e2H"1 i.er that day in tlort-11ern ft I.Hobull 
county 

M: f cion' t t hj nk anyhody knel.) 

J: 1 think I might hf3lve been a bi L nl()r~e Gaut~ious i l~ 1 
knol.Jtl already that day some tornadoes had touched 
.s:.omewhet~e toea1 Jy~ We dicin't kno!".' that. I\nYI,Jc~y~ 

had 
down 
i'hey 



wer~e bnt h in the house. He ~Jr~abbed bot h bljyS~ they r~an 

iJ) the hasenlent because the l) 1 det one !led ment ioned the 
t or nE~dlj dr~ills they hc:ld had at schonl, that they needed 
to go 10 the hasement. Within twenty senorlds nf the 
iAllne they went: down to rile basement ~ the house was 
gone ~ My hUE':'! Jc.'lnd saId i L was usrk, the)" cou 1 d heal 
thj::3 0r eat c.reak ing anrl it was J i ght because everyth in~j 
above thetn was gone" rhe front of t he house 1 j teral J y 
exploderL We t)ever~ 1~()und a pfece lJi~ 1"ur"ni tur~e jZr~om the 
boys IJedrcJorn and the spar'G bedroom. Nothin9--- i he 
(,,;ar~petin~J, t-he fJooringK As the 1=lor..)r Jeft, this was C3 

small thr ee bedr'oom I anch and as the f 1 ()or J eft, 0:.) f 
("";:0LIr'Se, i L kn()cked the flH'nace over~ and t:he ~Jas water' 
heatet in the basement hecallse the pipjng left also" 
()l) t her"e \,Jas gas escapi n~J and so imrnerliate 1 y ~ 

t heY had t () get out f:1nd they had cl imbed out 
()f the 1Z t-'eezet' becal~se the S1 air way tt~orn the 
was f lj pped and 18Ying (In the midcll e of the 1 

they kne',J 
by mef3tlS 

basement 
L)eam 8tld 

th(N) only ot-fJer~ wuy tu cljmb ol~1 was out on the l~r~eezer", 

rhey ('; 1 i lilbed out f t om t he ! J6senlent K 

fK Had rhey heen anywher p Llf)stairs, they ~,Jould hf3ve hppn 
I< 11 I ec.i" Some pe(Jp t po I knl..)~,J hudd Jed in the ir bEit:hr'ooms 
or in fJ separat-f,~ closet in the ndcidle (.Jf their 
11" YOIH" home jl~st l()~)t all the outside walls or" 
Ot' Lhat was fine. Mi ne blow Ell.,ISY K Ther e was 
left- of \:hjs hot~se, 

homes, 
what:ev 
nothi.ng 

M: "Ihat happe"ed ,i ght aft; er tila l, afl e' you found nut 
i hat; your family wa5 ol<ay" 1 knl)l,J t::hc:li- wa.s YOI~r' tmme 
di ate c:-uncern~ ~Jhat- happened ri ght af Lei thst? 

J: thi.nk r h"d .. " 1 ~'anted the chi 1 (iren O'lt" .. rl; was ,"" 
devastat f rig, dangerous~ t !1ere ""'f~S br()l<en gl ass 
wher'e~ nai is) it; WU.'5} aW1~ul ~ 1 wantedH A ~ T don~ L 
My hustJand and T star i cd lo()l<itl~J tht'()uqh some 

evet y­
kno\,J" 

of I he 
debt' is H His car' Wf,:lS on the 
tl)e middle of the bnc!<yar·d. 

top of our' r e1~ri.get ator" 
FHzarre stuff. 1 had 

in 
the 

I< leb. go to a neighl)or~.s) fur a wh 11 e ber::ause some 0 j' the 
house~3- orl the one sdde of r·"'eprerl",loocJ ",,'ele jl~st damageOK 
rhey \,Jet'en' t- ~::.evet~e 1 y darna~ed" 

M: '1 he.s.;e ones; ri ght her e ()rl the fr ont? 

-1: Along tt18 eVetl t1umbererl tl()U~:)es or1 PePt)8rwooci all sus 
iained nlisdor damage. fhey alJ et1ded l~r with nel,J t'()()fs~ 
new sid f n·.oJ" HI ~t; the hOI ~.'53eS ~,Jet 0' ] t V8r) le" Wher"e as on 
rhe odd numbeled si de of Pepper wooel ~ those ho{)ses wet e 
all unl i\/abJe and here on (_ant0',"'r1 l2.~ne they ~,'et~e ~one" 

So atlY\'Jf1Y~ T had them sray there for a v)hi.le. L remem­
ber one 01' my neighb~)r~s bein0 dazed and 90ing to get 
his Pc)lar'oid c:amera and said, T <;Jot to take a pir;:t Llre~ 
nouody' s gotn~ t-o bel leve th; t:., (fhe mess was her~e f()r~ 



M; 

.I: 

M: 

J: 

weeks~) nl~t he l.-J8S going to take a pj("::t'ur~eH He 1jveri 
on tIle corner over her~e and he had heen pai.ni jng in the 
tivingroom hl~L his patio l.-J8S bluwn out as the tor~nad(1 

carne ttw'oughH fIe was slH.:kecl fr~()rn the 1 tvtno;;Jt'(J()tn 
thr'ul19rl the ditlin"Jr~o()m1 out.. the psl::io and cieposited on 
the bSGkYc::'lrd j n the gr'8ss and so he's we 1 k i.ny ar'outlo 
ver~y dazcc.L T was for~tl~nate to be able to:.) yet home f.~~:' 

quick 1 y as L di d ~ E1ecause 1 ike T sai d ~ T t lac! ta 1 ked to 
my gi t 11:t~iend, myoId Gol 1 Cge fri end~ 1 l,Jou1d have been 
at the rna 1 J ~ it l,d()U ld ha\le -{ aken me hours t (l get hac:k 
home as/sin. Recause 1 l,Ja,~3 out, we had f:3 car~ we c;:ol~ld 

USA~ we wer e fiee t () go over my gi rl ft- iencl~ E\, f louse in 
Vienna t() spend the night therL Other~wj se we 1".101 d,d 
have been on t ~ Ie gym f 1 O(.,.)j at Ni J es McKi nley High 
School ()r some plsf::Cc. ·In tl)st r'GslJcc-:\-;j it l.-J8S ali tl-1e­
easier ~ She had POl,Jer again, by midni9ht. So f()r us 
atld the ki.cI~3 the next (jay, things l,Je~~e r~eal nor mal x 

('ail out l~) C'H'l ~~f,d urciay mor'ni ng and t oS.',d, e::1nd everyt ~ Ii nO;:J 
jUS3t- like it s/luulrl be. 1 think in some respects, it; 
l,t.Jas tougher fur t rl()se kids I".Jho lived here whose hl)u~.:.es 

wet en' L damaged enough to leave 8tlt..i LIley V.ler~e sLi J J in 
al1 this" 

cij d you do the next rlay on that SatLw'ciay? Where 

We (::atne back ~ it was 1 ike we had to culne back" We e:arne 
hack stl(i at that point, that: evenlnv, n()t'le nj~ my neigh 
bClrs" " ~ 1 hey 1.IA-t'G all gl.)tle, ba t 1 games, di f Fei er'll f]ct i v-­
it ies an(i t dnn} t t emember~ seeing any Oj~ my immediat e 
tlejghb(Jrs that tlight Bt~t that next- morTdng~ they W8t'8 
all her e. Of 'eourse, tile all comin(J t o(lether' kind of 
thithJ" E.rnotiOt1ELl sLlPport" We I".Jere \I(.;or y close to the 
peop j e next dour' her~e" Th()se E]r~e Lhe ones we 1,Jt'lU J ci 
~>haie t hi ngs haCK and fot'i tL Si nce t het1, EHrI ml~l.~fl 

bel LeI'''' u('::ql"H~~inted \,Jith all Lhese peop] Ok "I hat (jay 
YOU'ie si ft Tny Lhr'ough debr is tr'ving to find things. [ 
rernej))ber~ 00 ing tt It~t,)ugh the debr"'i.s and 8!1fl1e stt'anyer'" 
walking I-lP to me alIt..:! saylt19~ "Why are YOtl bothering, 
wt)y ar~e YOll t.:!~ying t('I sr:.~ve atlyt hing~ isn~ t tt)lS all 
(';()\I~t-ed by itlsur anee?" L looked LIP aL h:im arId said~ 

"Yes~ but 1 didn't t'eeJ like gnlng sh()PlJing today." 1 
t t lought ~ yOU J er-'k ~ my kids tleed UI Fiei wear', i f r ('sn 
ffnd something, my yir]1"T'iend can I".I8sh it for~ me, we-
can wear j t" Ther e' s nothi ng open at the rnal 1 M Fvery 
thinv~ s closed 2H1U we- had nothi.ng to wear, 
str'ange~ peot,le were 8t range, 

1 twas iu.sl 

We(~e 

use or keep? 

Some of 
bec'::8use 
back of 
whereas 

my co loUd n9, 
our~ hecir"'oom is 
t he house jl~st 

the ft'ont of 

6 

some of my husharlrl's clothing 
in the tJ8(;k 0 l' the house and Lhe 
sort of tell into t he bE::1Ckyat .... d~ 
the house blew away. Not](:~ 01~ 



their t,;lothing~ arId so f()r~th anrl furni tur e. Nothjng in 
my house was usable, alth(J(~gtl we did find my sf sin. 
les~:;.~ ~fr~om my wedding, Y()IJ knuw that klnd ()jZ thing, 
that ~"Jas usahl e s0si..n. My mothet ~ $) wedding (~rystal was 
all br~()ken anr) my wedc~tng (::htna and so )"'ot~th" r r:OI_.Jrl(~ 

my hl~sband' s '..-Jedding rin9 and we found a fail amourd of 
pict:Ut~e5;" it vJSS sLH"pr~ising; ~)eoD]e wOllld .:'::.;,sve t'hin.,;!.":;) 
as;, '..-Ie found t hi ngs M We have baby pi ctur es h'om both 
Uoy;:;, and rtlr,~t kind ()f' t"hing, because P0()I)lex,. we j~()und 

them itl the llac;k ysr~d and sjy montfls later" a git'l­
friend I)f mine t-()ol< all the pi (';{'I.w'es and clcc3ned the-Ill 
up fot-- ille and put them in Elt1 album. So that lo)as nice. 

M: Ye~3, wher~e did you even bevin to t'ebl~ild, l)t' even tu 
st ar t over? Was thai one of YUUr' concer ns r1.grlt away 
or'." H WI)at was ~Jl)in9 thr~O!~'::Jtl y()ur~ head? 

J: Tt wa~;,. f have a ht othet~ WllU live~:. in Dayton who's a 
State F'ar'm ao;,Jent;~ Now he's not my insur~ance agent.:: !)I~L 

he di d get i 101 d of me and he'd beet 1 t-hrough the Xen i a 
tot~nacJo eleven year"s befot~e wi th hi s (; lients and he 
sai.cI i 0 me, II Di ane, you have tOgO find a hOLise today" II 

He said, II 1 know i r' s the J ast ILhing i~J the wor·l rj yuu 
want to r:lo at this poitlt~ you (':('In't even think about 
it 1 Lher~e's ()nly ten good houses itl Niles E~rtd there's a 
hundr'ed famil j es lO(Jki ng for them and yOU have to get 
one n()I.v~ Anti he said, "fhe bi gger~ the /)etrer~, Stat-e' 
Ff.:lrm wi 1. J th'j nk anything 1 ess t han a t housanr:l a moni h 
is a bar~g(Jin, gn. And l' m j!~~:;.t f lut)t ed~ Then 1 
refnemhereci, r didn't k..rl 0 (0) the fE:1flli ly, r)ut T did ktlOW 
I-t 18r"e wos a house vat:::-ant her~e ai- the bot toni 0 j~ the 
de'/el(Jf)ment J knew rhe fc';'lmilv was living 1.n Columbus, 
rhe hou~:;.e l.va:::3 1z or' sal e and] Gunt Eh,;teu hi.m thinking he 
would Dldyhe 1 i.ke t () rent t he house and I l.vanted a place 
tn ~llt my Pami lYH l.ivi.ng with 1~~ tends js fl.ne but that 
wears thit1 afier a whjle~ T knew J couldt1~t go tn a 
m{)tel with a five year~ old and an ei~Jht year" olcJ ther~eH 

·The f()l~r of us in one rOum I.,Joul!i have killed each 
ot her, ~)() th[~t:: was the hig push and 1 have to say 
was as (';ornfortahle during ttle rebui lcang as anyhvdy 
ar nl~nd me. {)t'her~ P8{)ple were ttl small apar'tments 0t' 
1 iving '..-Ii til in- laws or other rel at ives Elrld they wer'e in 
cr"amped quar~ter;;-) and we had our" own house ~ 

M; So wher ..... e did you Gild LID going? 

J: We rented the ht)use here in the rle\lelopmenl, ft~iend-'3 

M: 

from school flH'tlishecl it to)ith used things fr'om peorle~s 
at tics 8tld basements ano with ill 8 we;oek, '"[ had fJ (;ntn 
pletely fllr'ni~:)hed iloLlse~ aver y nice house and we lo)ere 
!)n t he way l);:~c;!< to bel.nu nor~mal" A1- Lllat Pl)l nt, t~le 

t,ied to fig"re out what we l.Joule! do ".ith this. We 
wer~e going 
[,-le kneCJ CJe 
Did you 

tr) t"ebuj ld) l.vl)er~e, arId] ol.)k at h()llSe r-'lnns. 
l,.,Jere going to bui.ld something different 
hfJVe ~lrnblems i n th()sl:'~ f it'st two days 

I 



be fore ... r know the martial in affect:: 
nc.:1t 1. one 1 know f..9 1 at of areas wet""cn't under the 

r"iuht away, immediately~ [)id YOll ha v ('';0 

Deople cOrn1t1g in rlere~ k M 

but 

9"2Wci 
with 

T; Oh, thet"'f~ wer"c people ever'ywhe('c, that night, the next 
morning, YOIJ. COUldn't df'ive in flny""/here~ but AnYOtlC 
could wa 11<' thr"ough anti even \.Jhen the nat ions 1 Sfl H'Jr"d wa~? 

her"c ; f you l,Jer e walking t hI ough, there was no pr ubl em. 
YOll wer"en't st opped. tt wa~3 imp{LS~3tble t'r"ying to drive 
a vehi.l~l e thrOUgt1 l)0C8USe the roads wer e hl ncked~ they 
wet e (::learitI9 Lhe c-cmeter y, it was sur::h a big riles..;.;. 
her e AnY(J(10 wa lkj rig was a 1 ways a!") 1 e t-o get through" 
Yes~ ther'c wer'c a 1 r)t 01" people seat"c:;hing and r know, J 

lost a fait atnr)unt of cash. 1 had iusr cf.:lshed my 
Pf3ycheck l~llt ",Ie didn~ t helve any savings in i-he h()!-lse~ 

r kno:,)w { t lAt ewer e peop 1 e who kept 1 at'~1e amour It s of 
m()rley ir1 Lt1eir' homes at'~ those blew away. People were 
going thr()l~gh pickttlg up money~ picking u~ I.)hatever. 
The next day, 1. t (;nnt inued ~ 0 f COllY'Se thet"e were the 
c;1~r io:,Jus r;teopJe. [hat Fr'lday njght ~ 811 ynu could here 
wet'e ~;. i t'er IS r he s i r'ens never' s t ot')ped, It was cant i n 
ual sound of sirensw fhe next rlay~ it was the helicor>·~ 

t er s" 1 t- l.,Jas the bLw'n Lng br i gt Ii sun and he 1 icoptet',~::. 
and trwn the Til Carnel-fW. riley wet'e allover. Tnter 
vi.ew~3 ~ 

M: Yr)L~ t;.!ere intet-vieweri . 

.;: Yes. 

M: How rlid you feel aboL~t that, ~l()t;.! did yOU 
peufJl e comin9 in her'e and look tn9 c;d~ wh[Jt 
ynC1r' house? 

feel about 
was:;. left of 

M: It ciidn' f bot het' me. At tl~e t i rne, J r ernernher ta 1 king 
to peop 1-e Dnd ~::.aid later, I had to be in shock. nr' J 

woul dn' t have been t L,) king t() these r eportet .s~~ !1y 
husband ~ave an ; nter"vielrJ f()r~ nat:: ions] 1 V ~ 1 t wa~) on 
NBC Nel.,Jsw ('{)tltde Chung sfJid, ")lere l.)e go to Niles, 
Oh50" II And the J()()"sJ NF3(; pet'sun sairi, "Het"e's Mr'~ 
Talnieson~ ~"" We were on Natiotlal rv" 

M: See, we mj ssed all that be(;s! lse we nevet' had ,any elee 
t ric i t y for t )(')10) ) 01 1'l;J" 

T= Rj<;"Jht atld people taped it in other places My br"nt-her" 
j n ~)an ()j ego ta~ed that and ~3hi ppecJ j t to us anci it waS:) 
laLet, T sa1(1 1 had t() be in stJ("'Jck, we wouldn't have 
been so fr ee to ta 1 k. i 901 a tetTi fie sun burt1 that 
day because we W0)re outside 1Zr~om 7:0U a"ll1~ until 5~DI) 

r;t~rn" f':lnd the 9.un WC)S extt"emely hot. fller'e l,Jere lots of 
st-range f8Ce.5.:' ann yet s()mt~ ()jZ the ~3tr'an\,le j:c1Ge,~:; were 
Lhe Re(i Cr(J.s~5 ()fferin9 drinks of water and r;teople t;.Jere 
helDing~ People ft'orn down Lhe str~eet Who w81'en't as 
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M: 

devastateri as we l,Jer'e, ~,Jere ItP 1-ryirhJ to help us Sd} 

vclge t'hings. A11 J had on was a pair- of sandals and J 
r~enlember une of my fr~iends fr~om school had l,Jslked itl 
cHId 118 was Ile1ping us and 1 sfJtd~ "Please you~\/e got t () 
find me a pair' uf~ shoes, r::J rll going t;r) get tetanu.~; ~Iere 

if T rlon't fInd sonlerllin~ besides these sandaJs~" So 
we lO(1ked and we kept- J ooking. \.Je hael t(.) ::;ift t hr~ough. 
YOL! han t() look for-' s()rnethi rig because there was now her- e 
t (,) 9() to PIH chase any tiling, even if y()ll want cd tl) 

irnrnediate1y. 

What about- the Red Cross and the <-;13 1 vat 1 ()n Army ilid 
you f tnd that t-hev he tr>ed you? 

~J: fhey l,Jor-e grear. Red Cr-oss l")AS there within tt..-'O d8YS 
~,,)fth \/ouchers t n go t() Penny' :;? nr' to yr) t'o the mall, 
t..-'het ever- Y()II wanted tOgO anel get c 1 nthi n0 and shoes. 

M: H0W did t-hat w()rk, " don't under'st and? 

J: rhey ga\le you a "ol~cher hased nn y()ur~ fami 1y, nunlber of" 
chi l(lr en, i~ami ly .si?e~ It was obviou.sly, yOUt immedi.~3te 

neerl~ YOlj don't have f.1nyl:hillg to t..-Iear, y()!l need shoes, 
you carl go geL t;his, her~e' s some money to (io that K 

Later they he1d fooci arId thell they set up a pl ace at the 
High SC[)(..){) 1 ~.Jher"e yor ~ cou J rl <.JO ant I look L hr'ough l;- 1 (,) I: h 
ing people had C/CltlE.:rt-euK F'eople t..-Jere jllst t..-!()tlderfL~l ~ 
My hushand and 1 wer"e able to saJvawe some (;lnthitl~J 
ft .... orn the hackyard" Some things t..-Jould be per fectl'y fine 
e.Hlci other thing::'3~ you'd t hinl< jt \'Jer~e l~jne EHld then 
i here wc'1uld he this big blob of- paint" If Y')l! think 
abnuL it, Lher"e wer~e /)enpJ e'.s gar"c;1ges gOin0 ar~ounc1 J tke 
A wiant blender Atld srdtt1.t1g nut things her-e atlri ther-e 
anci so if you visualjze kit(;;[)en Ilt-en.sils and i"ood all 
r~olling ar-ound arid rhin0s from fJP()ple' s garfJges~ YOll~d 

pick UP sOinel-rling an(j it would be just fine~ somet'hin9 
else I")outd he ruined" Anything ",litll any struc:tUt e l.Jas 
splinte!'ed and l!estr"oyed, Clot-hir19 bends ar)(j conse 
quentlY~ tl10t"e was nlOre l.tsable cLothing than f:lnyttlitlg 
e~ 1 se T fOI ~nd ~ r he Red Cr"l)SS 1A18S gt"eat H Anything 1Zt~()in 

food f1tl(j those \louchers to get nel,,) t hings, Srlues~ 

ther~e I,.Jas a :::.cPD!"at-e voucher for~ Shl)0S if 1 t~efl1embet~ 

cortectly, And they Wet'A 9reat l.Jith f0erling UE;. Y()u 
know, as penpJe ~")EH (~ (~()i.ng t-Ileir" saJv8sJe (::Ind their' 
clean up~ they carne thr(JI~gh here with hot fnoci three 
t imcs a day, 1 hey l"r)qnd us 81 the hou30 t ht~t We wet "tc;· 

[-ent 1ng and they fed us another l")eek yet after we hf.~d 
moved in <::)() 1~or" tw() weeks ~ my k i cis had fre::,:.h dough 
nl~t sever yciay tor br cak fast ano Lhey would 1 nnk c2lt me 
like ~,,)ell, 1~3 (-his ~j()jno;] tl) conrit1l~e? I t'ernembe!" 
t-urnlng t hem al,Jf.~y Sayitlg~ "Well n()~ the f.$t.)y SCOI.tt s I,Jet~e 
jl ~st her"e t..-) i t'h h8mhl n~ger"s ~" ~\nd t t 1ey sa i d, "Oh ~ nr), 
you lTlean we just rit'n\le het' e El1l the Wf..'lY fr om Akt on fnr-
noLhin9H" Okay, give me five sf::)f)ghettj s" It; was LhtS 
Sflme ct"'et..-J r'Jr- 1. mar :i 1 y" T don) t knot..-J ~ rhose! )eo() 1 e 



M: 

~,Jf)r ked tr~emer)liol ~s1 y t)at~d" 

r her e l,Jere C1 

the 1~eder'a 1 
hel ped or 
those I,J/)l) ~ ~ " 

lot of (jood th:ings abol~t them" 
agel'lc ies, T' m n()I; eX8ct- t y sur~e 

guess t t !,.IISS illst· the needi er,t 

l,Jhat ab<,uL 
\.)"0 they 

pecJK,l e c"r' 

J: [don ~ L knol.), \Ale !,.IJer €' we) 1 cover ed I) y 1. nsur'f:ttlce Elnd Sl) 

e"f':7tl t LIe 11 y l,Je I' ebu i J t ~ [..,Ie wer'€' cnver'ed hy j nsut~anc;e so 
~'€' had n(l rleed. We riicin't (~ualify. If you I,JE,re trlJly 
needy, dotJ'L t·hink you \;l()t much eoi t-her~ bec~au~:;..e ttley 
extJ'8cied tCl be repaid~ 7)0 it y(')l~ ~)ere truly (Jut of 

~,Jor'k, anrl had no mean..:, of t~ePL~y i ng th i s f edel 'f:! t money, 
(those t,.,Jere the lcH,J interest loans) you I,.Ier pout nf 
111Ck" [ylleSS the't"e \,Jas some mnney avaiJable I~or" 

init iE:'11 clel':1n up And ~)O fOf-tii hlJt the l()(Jns~ these low 
1.ntef-e~:d di53E:u31-er' 102:'1n.5-3 Illat {;hey kept talking ab()l~t > 

the ':jover nmet Jt WfJnt erl t () be r epa; d x So if you I,.Jer e 
f t IIJy cle~)t'it;l~t::e, Yl)U woulrln~t have ('jus 1 i.l~ieu either. 
ItJe saw must of the federal frtnney 90irlg intr) I-he cleatl 
l~~ or r'l~b1ic J and whi.cl] 1 9uess is 90oci. 1 meDn the 
C8frtet er y needed to be cl eatled~ the st t eets needed t () be 
() 1 cfJned" 
yat d~ he 
J eOI. II 

When 1. Elsked the mayor about the debt~i s 
s.:.aid, II-That' 8 in YOUt' yard~ thEd' s your 

jn my 

rwob-

M: f heat~d a lot 0 f peop 1 If} ,~)ay th81 and they wer'c t eS~Ot1 

sibl CH l,ler~e y()l~ t~espon.si.tJle (or" 81 eaning i-hat up and 
payi tlg fot· t hf3t to be t ['1ken CAre r...lf? 

T" Ab.~::'o 11 d;e 1 y" r\low gr~anl;ed, some inSUr~f)nc:::e cOmpt:.H1 ies rio 

9 t. ve yoU so met I); [1g to <;to t OI.lar d t har clean up, ot liers 1 
gtless don't" i know our l)ar~tjcul ar" parj 311 Dr~i.est paiej 
For dumpster- s at Ie! trucks arid they (~8me i.n 811d he 
\; 1 cfJned up anybocly l,.Jho wanted to be c 1 caneel up" It 
wElsn~t- UH31t you had to helotl9 to h"ts Pf.:w1.$sh L"ut t""'i9ht 
itl a I' ()\,J her~e~ t her'e were five farn; lies I haL wet~e fr'om 
hi s) pf:3r~i.sh and I bet J- hut that ~ S I,.J/)at hr ought it horne 
i~ or~ hi_ m. rhen L."3 t:: er 1 guess f~dt ho 1 i ("": ChE."H~ i t 1. es rJ iff 
try to reimbut'se hi.rn ior~ that expense. And the public 
1.an(I53o need to be c1.eanecl up~ T' 11 gt~ant you J--IH::rL hl~L 

the ctl-V couJ rlt!' t have brol...luht.. a fev) dumpst et sin? 

n: 1 know 

r" See ~ that t'ea 1 J y wa.£:;. a he lp to heve £.:1 dumpstet 01 ~t 
i her"e. Okay ~ you've ynt-ten t his pi 1(·;. ()f tt'a~::.h toget h 
er, what do 1. do 1,.1"tJ-h it? fhet e was a dumpster St.ttitlg 
tllef~e fot' fJ whi J e and that. 1,.1 a."::;, a r,J~'eat heJ p to have 
~.:.()me!,.llher e to go." ~ anci the l::1 t y couldn't hE'lve done i hat? 

M: don' f- l~nder'st dYI(j that; ei i f)et~. 

T :. Yes> it just di.dn't 8eem that that requited a lot of 

1[1 



f'1: [...I!')/ did YOlt decide Lo r~ebt~i ld her'e? 

f: Well l.)e like Niles. My husband l;.Jor~ks in Youn9stoWt1, 
wut"k in Wat"t'erl" Ni le,~:. j s hal i~Way i n·-bet~.Jeen" Af:3 fclt 
C1S;' other loc:ations irl Niles~ rnearl~ sut'e f'rn goitl9 Lo 
Jive in f'::"tc)t"iria In" San Di.eS]() or" sOlne warm climate 
sl)metime~ bl~t asfarns living i..nNiles) the,e~s no 
oU'ler~ locaLiun would pr efer" l)rn clo~3e to ever'ythinu 
her'ex And t eall y we fel i th£:lt It,.le ot,.led too much on ()Ut~ 

oJri rnor"i~gasJe. liz we liar! hc.~d to pc~y off r)ur" 01(1 nJor"t 
\JAge wi.th ihe insurance money, we wouldn'i have had a 
lot J eft then tl) ~.)or"k with to Ed 81't over' again~ So 1,)0 

felt i-hat keeDing the old mortgclge going) staYln9 in 
thl~3 l()(';at inn, that- ~.)e coutd be t-he m()sr wetl r)ff ')0 
we rljd. 

M ~ flow long cj5 d itt ake you r 0 t-'e/)ui 1 d everyt hi n<:;J"? 

-5: We wer e in j n Januar~y ~ Lhe middle () f Janl,.l2~r'y 

would have I~S at alJout ei<.Jhi moni hs 
so Lh"t 

/"1: rhat' _-:.:;. a } ong t- tme" 

J: 

M; 

Yes" I he insur an(~e peop 1 e t,.ler e star t ing 
our rleed fot' al ter~nat i ve housing arJd 1 ~3ai d 
are 110f, normal i"irnes Yes" Normall y you 
t'l(JI~se bui J I in -six m()t1t~ls, 1 saiii t-he5;;.e arE;~ 

i trne.s,," 

to ques:.t ion 
took, t'he5;10 
C;:E-~rl 

nf)t 
get " 
n0r'ma 1 

Yes, eSP00ially t~lis area that l')AS hit. 
l.)as pr~obf.~t)ty t-he t,.Jor~st str'eet hit. 

I thi,1I< thts 

~r: Yes" 

~1 : 

J : 

l,Jh"t 
hear' 

"boul- j f 

them 
de, 

thaI. :':;3it'erJf:3 <;,lO ol~l") you krh)I.1 t;e~3t-i.nSJ 

warning 
!~eeJ ? 

We're 
Lller-'e 
gOlng 
1 i ~d en 
they do 

for'" a tor nCA<io~ t,.lhat do yt)l~ do? How you 

very cautious We have a l.)eather r adi o~ 1 F 
js a weat her' alet L, it s()unds I ike a fi.r'p siren 
thr ough ()l H-' house and we Gome dashi ng down nnd 

t () I he r'ad i (J" What ~ s bad abou t t hal is t hs L 
ttlst for a snnw alert s in the nliddle of winter. 

And so at.:s: no a. m" yoU' 1 t come {ifJsh i ng rlown 2lS the 
\tleather t- adi 0 i~,;. 901 ng off and it' s because Lhere i So:. a 
Snl)W bl i,zzsr'd aler f: in Geagl....ls C()IHd-y. 

M: ~3t ill 1 01 tess it ciOe$5 pr i me y()u~ 

J: Yes" We're vet y cauti()us, we don't:: ]. tke ht9h wi rHis. 
Sotnet imes, f know $,;.ome nighrs when i i has heen a ver-y 
strong I.)ind, rain kino of t:hing, l'J he awake atl 
night. RecAl~se we've learned a lot We've lestneci 

J I 



M: 

thai t"orns(k)(::"t) l)An happen ai atlY time of day Or night, 
E.~ny month of yeC3r~, any state in the union~ and yt'7.s~ 

t Ilcre are ttmes thai are more \/1~lnet~sb1e than ot hers 
but we no,,·') know they ()an happen anyt i me" 

Ihere 1. s $'.:.ornethin9 
t"einenlber tt1cr·e was 
t he first 0nex Do 

l Fot"90t to as;k you sbl..)ut" Do y()(~ 

a secon(i t(lr~nado ~,Jat nin~::l r"ighi" after" 
you t"~emember' that? 

1: Nt), 1,.J(~)ll somebndv said ther~e wer'c, ()tJ the st r"eet, Wo 
t ernennher t he gas c;.Otnr>f~ny comjng through tLlt'rlirlg off alJ 
the va 1 \/OS and &;.()nH'S'! IOciy 

another tornacir~ warrlingM 
snying something that ther~e~ s 

r wasn't the 1 east c::(lncertled~ 

J: We 11Sd just 1 f\/ed lht"ough one and e\/et ythin0 !,Jas al 
ready g()ne~ J wasn't I;he least c()ncer"necj~ Now the.'lL 
ni9ht when T got to rny glrlfriend' -s:. hoLtse jn Vienna and 
they'r e talking al)()ul. it; 1 wa~:. a J ittle ()c'Inc;er"ned 
(::!gf.:dtl~ i dOtl~t knowx~kh(~t' rj9ht here irnrne<it21tely~ t,J!lcd" 
rnnr"e cou 1 d haprer i"?' 

M: I 9uess J I"oloul ci -fee 1 t hat way t O() 

taken? r jusL have a coup] e of "her 
YDU" Your nei ghbor"hoo<i t O(ifJY ~ has 
l(]r)r'C, or' hOI,J has it chan\Jed? 

What' eJse c()u1(i 
que..:,t" ions t"n 

j t chAnged 

be 
ask 

nlul..;h 

J: rhe tlel"ol /luuses are a 1 itt 1e bjgger> Some neighh0t"s 
dl.cirl't ret;llrn. The one rat~ty /121(i beet) tt~yin~J 1:::0 sell 
their' hOllse" lvanted to rebl~ild ('.;'1 larger hotne elsewhere 
and t;har's ",Jhat they didx On Lhe other" side, they 
chose tc) build eJ sel"olhere, they dtdn't want to C'::{)lne bBCk 
t () Lhc SEHlI!'5' 1 ()r:atiOtl" You k.n<.~l,J ~:.omc poopl e ar'e i:'~ 

little 1eer"yahout corning back. f felt this is sai'er' 
than some nCl.,; }(.H.::-ation be(';al~se the utid::.::. of i I: happenin~J 

again r T 011t here at en' t real hi gh" rhe houses at--e 
l)i 9wor, we~ t~e fr i.endl iet ~ We had f~ bl ()c::1< f)ar~ty 1 he 
ye£Slt after- t t happeneci) ""Ie haven) t tried anyt hing 31 nee 

M: 

then ([ S:,Jueo;-')s nnjlr)dy wnnted t () Or"g2Hlize it) [lId dl) 
kno~J my ne:i ghbors mLh ~h bet tel' and we do t8 ll<-. lflOt e" 
J i" ~ s sf ill not tile uld days be{~ause peop] e al"e ju~')t" ton 
busy f<.)t titS! 

rhat ~~.:. understat ldable" D() you fee?1 safAt" her-e? 

) ~ Yes. Peop I.e ::-::';;'3y t"11St... thj s ~,Jas the saine path i'hat Lhe 
tornado had taken hac::k in 19t!fl and '( say~ no) J can~t 

h;;~ve been t he vet~y ~3(,31me path because t hose trees in the· 
Gemet er y were 20n Years 0 ld. So if it WelS one thousand 
fcc-)'t the other dircc::::ti!)n then it; wasn) t Lhe same patll 
i'Jnd I'm not worr ted about it" My 0ar t icu 1 ar house 
going up again~ we had to be in the (;entel' ()t' t:he pat h 
() f i he whole t hj ng and nn, I'm not worr ied ahout' j t 
hi t i' ing het~e swain. We \,Jer~e on vacation a year later" 
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and 11ea,0 thet'8 l.)er e t-ornado warnitlgS t-ht'ough her e and 
1 said to my husband~ "Well, ; f she blo"J,s~ she blnl,.JS, 
We'll rehui ld agai.n. anri he sdtd" "Nni in t,he sarne 
::;'PIJt" " So if it goes C:II.JL1Y the secund t tme, we won'l 
Cl)lne hE1C::I,,-_ 

M~ [~> there 8tlyLhing else that you'd 1tl<e to rnetltjon that 
L haven't taJI<ed about? [8 there c~nytlltn9 that J hav0 
forgotten"?' 

• T : (~()m!nl H d t Y :3tn)pot- t l.Jf3lS super' . 
me 1:hiI1gS" 

Peop 1 e fr'orn allover gave 

M: fhat' s njce TO heat'" 

1· Yes~ People wer'e marvelous anrl 1 <,Jlless l:IIey had vi" 
sjons of lilY POOt' little hl)YS not haviny any tOYS and 
j~or' a \"lhi1e. H .you krll)W '-hey wct"e only five and eight at 
the time and they st ar ted expect i ng sornet I ling evet- y 
time t hey saw somebody" r gue~:.s t-hat- greed ; s norma 1 ~ 
,rust wonderful ~ offer'jng to help and i-he food and the 
Sl ~ppr Jr'i;" We were ver~y gr'ate fLll ~ F:vet"ynne, fhe sup 
pr), t of OLlr fr 1. ends and fam i 1 y l;.,J(JS rnf:H' \lelous" 

M: [...Ie 1 1, l:hank you \l01'''y 1111 ~ch" 

T- YOI..!t weJcome. 

F'ND OF' fN rCRVTFW 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

