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Aris N. Mastorides was born August 10, 1900 on the jsland of 

Syme, Greece. Aris married his wife, Frosso, on October 23, 

J937. His fathor was a sponging merchant who was the first to 

illtroduce new equipment, used in this trade ill England, to the 

Greeks. His mother, Fay, helped in the family business whlch 

provi ded theln wi th a very good 

children, one of them being an 

income. Aris' parents raised nine 

adopted African girl. 

Aris finished a high school education at about the time 

World WaT T began. During the war, his family managed to survive 

from money made hy hjs father's business ventures. As a youth, 

he learned the jewelry trade. Economic opportunity restricted by 

the war led him to journey to America in 1916. He came to Ameri-

ca by boat and landed on Ellis Island. After a miserable jour-

ney, his experience on Ellis Island was not much better. 

questiollS were asked, examinations were given, and there was much 

confusion. Aris' final destination was Tarpon Springs, Florida. 

Several years later, he left for Campbell, Ohio. After arriving 

in Campbell, Aris and his brother started a jeVJelry business. He 

earned a living this way for the past sixty-five years. 
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P: This js an interview with Aris N. Mastorides for the 
Youngstown State University Oral History Program, on 
the Greek Immigration to America Project, wjth Michael 
G. Passas, at 501 CojttsvilJe Road, Campbell, OH 
44405, on Novf'lnber L 1988. 

Can you tell me a little about your parents in Gl~eE!Ce? 

First your father. 

M: Yes. My father's name was Nicholas Mastorjdes. His 
profession was a Captain, with many people working for 
him. The i~ole profession was made in going fishing 
sponges, in Africa. 

P: Sponges. 

M: There 0as a lot of people because they had 
about. Besides the hig boat that they were using 
as a big supply boat, they had about sjx, seven other 
smaller boats with the divers. 

P: The divers. 

M: Well, at that time, they didn't have any automatic 
machines. The machine that they had was one man on the 
one side and another man on the other side, and they 
would keep running that lnachine. The air was going 
throu9h the holes t a the d L ver. Of course, it's a kj nd 
of thing when you're young. I'll teJl you another 
thing, you know. It happens to be my father be first 
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one that brought the divers in our island. 

P: Dh. 

M' The course was old from Kalymnos over to the island, 
because it happens to be that my great yrandfathGr was 
working for triG Enyl Lsh people whGn his boat was sinked 
many years ago, when they was gal ng over the]·e. Find 
that out if there was any trace there. So, when it 
came to time to go back home, they asked him to give 
him money. He said, "J don't want no money. J want La 
get me a set of divers and all the supplies. That's 
all I want." He got the dress in the hand. 

P: Right, in the hand. 

M: and all the supp 1 i es ane1 bra ugh tit to our 
island. Well fil·st, the other in the same line of 
business, they was using a different race of fisillng 
sponges. Rome, they was getting sponges, you know, 
make. They were usIng a stone about r let's say about 
7, 8 inelles long with a rope and a net. They had to 
tie it to . They had to bring with empty stom­
ach. They were not supposed to eat any food. Some of 
them was stayed down ill the hottom of the ocean for 
about the most I could say about two and a half to 
three minutes. Then, the divers, T mean, they give 
them a signal because they want to pull them out. So, 
the two people, they was pull them out. The other way 
that they was fishing sponges was a different kiud of 
mater; al they Hse we call in Greek, kagOl'1Wa. We net 
and then pulled up; then they pulled that out from say 
about, let's say about a quarter of a mi] e. They 
pulled that out and some sponges. But, the divers was 
making a better job. AL first, when my father bronght 
this diver's dress and everyLhing, everybody was scared 
to go down. So at first, they put a little cat. 

P: A cat? 

M: Yes. And, put him down and stay there for about five, 
ton minutes. They brought that out, and it was Jive. 

P: Oh, r see. 

M: Then my grandmother, Eujereta Mastorides, she went 
down, first one, to give courage to tho other people. 
So, she went down, stayed there for about ten, fifteen 
minutes, then pull her out. Was alright, you know. 
This was after that. They. . people, y()u know, they 
get used to not be afraid. That's how our father was 
doing business, and you'd be surprised when the people 
that they was working for them, the divers, the other 
people that they used for the give tllem the sjgnals. 
They call the person that receives the signal kolaouz-



P: 

eri. It takes a lot of money to start it. So, 
course, they have to horrow money from some rich 
pIe, you know, on our island. You'd be surprised 

of 
peo­
that 

in them days, at that time, there was during the Tur­
key's occupation in our island. They was using a sack 
about that thick with a. . let's say, a doJlar coin 
but they call jt mezitia. It's a Turkish coin 
sterling silver. Everyone of these was worth ahout 
thousand gzosa, to carryon this over here. 

in 
a 
I 

remember very well, because I was young. That's how I 
remember it. 

And, another thing I'll tell yo I! that's very interest­
ing. One time, he brought to my mother a gift. You 
know what kino of a gift? Was a baby color girl! 

A colored girl? Yes. Fl'om Africa? 

M: Yes, from Africa. Well, she'd been born and was with 
the patents. They had an accident, and the girl was 
left. My father took her Ollt and brought her to our 
island. My mother baptize her and gave her the name 
Maria. The only thing, the only language she could 
speak was Greek. She was a good worker and was very 
good religion woman. She was going to all monasteries 
out of town, to walk about a one hour or two hours, and 
stay with us ti II thirty yealS. They take care of her, 
you kn01Q. 

P: This W8S the girl. 

11 : That's the girl Well, it happened, you 
age, we have another sister. My sjster 
There was somebody that he want to mal'ry 

P: Mary? 

know, 
get 

her. 

the same. 
married. 

M: Yes, yes, Maria. Well at that time, tlley had to take 
the consent of father and mother, and lilY father he 
don't J ike that at all because he says, "J don't a want 
a new color generation to he on our island, and J get 
all the b1ames." 

P: I see. 

M: So, she didn't accept that. Well, in other words, she 
got mad, but she always call my mother "mother" and my 
father sorts of names. So, ODe day she says to my 
father, "I have to leave." He says, "Where you want to 
go Mary?" "I'm going to go to Egypt in Alexandria." 
So, my father pay her, and he gave her one home. She 
went to Alexandria, and she's got a job over there with 
a English family, very wealthy. She was good cook and 
take care of the family. 
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P: You missed her. 

M: Yes. So, I was about seven, 
father died. My father died 
six, fifty-seven years old. 

eight years old when my 
when he was about fifty-

P: Do YOll ),now Iqha t he diE,d from? 

M: Yes. ] believe he had a stroke. His color was very 
red, and he had high blood pressure. YOll know, that 
time they didn't examine it so good. My father was 
going to Europe and allover, and he built a beautiful 
home in our island with marble floors, one of the 
fi nest decorated. That hOllse from Italy, today, is 
just as good as brand neW. 

P: Is that right? 

t1: Yes. 

P: Someone else owns that now? 

M: Well, it's a custom, you know. 
family inherit the house. 

The first girl in the 

P: Dowry. 

M: Yes. Dowry, dowry, yes. Bllt, besides that sponging 
business, my father was a partnership with one pretty 
good size flour mill that was from the wheat and flour. 

P: Okay. Millery work. I )<now wha t you mean. 

M: Was fifty percenl partner. When we were small, that's 
how we got living. We were getting so much a week. We 
sold the flollr, there. We sold it to the other part­
ner, and he would pay us. We don't want all the money 
at once. We take little by little so that we could 
take care of living and grow up a little bit. 

P: How about your molher? 

M: My mother . her father too had a big hoat and was 
going from lhe one place to the other, like cargo. 

P: Cargo. Cargo boat. 

M: Yes. ~hat is one boat that it happens to sink in one 
of the scenic port, and it still is there. You know, 
you could see it from there when it's nice weather. 

P: Did she lle]p your father with his work? 

~l : Yes, 
] i kes 

yes. We11, my mother was very nice 
to help people. Every time when we 

laoy. 
was 

She 
home, 



and we was ten of us in the falnily, always we have 
three, four visitors, and they eat with us. 

P: Was she basically then a housewjfe, you know, to help 
around the house. ? Yes. 

M: We]l, we have to pay a lady to do the washing becallse 
at that time. They didn't have no washjng machilles or 
dryers, stuff ljke that. But, they use tlleir own 
system which the cloth would COloe out clear, white, 
perfect, you know. Of course, it's a lot of work. You 
get the lady that time. YOII'd give them Jet's say 
about a half dollar, was good enough for her. Yes. 

P: How many cllildren did your father. . ? 

M: We had six brothers and two gills, plus Maria, plus my 
grandfather an<'l my grandmother was living with us, my 
mother's mother. 

P: What year did you come lo America? 

M: I came in 1916. 

P: 1916. 
on? 

Were you in Greece when World War r was gojng 

M: Yes. 

P: Let me ask you thjs question, tllen. 
affect you and your family? 

Huw did the war 

M: We]l, during the lime that I was still in Syme. The 
Italians came over in 1912. In J912, when the Italians 
came, tllings change. I don't say to the best, I'd say 
to the worst! You know, what it is when you are con­
trolle<'l from Turks or Ttalians. 

P: How did it bother your family, the war? 

M: Well, the Italians was very striclly. If somebody was 
dressed like an old Greek custom, they catch hiln and 
put hjm in jail. Another thing, you know, every 
evelling when they lay <'lawn the Italian flag, whatever 
you are and even in the boat, you have to stand up and 
salute. 

P: Were they, then, lrying to change everybody to Ital­
ians? Is that what they were doing, the customs and 
the language? 

M: Well, we have wilen I was in the school during the time 
we were controlled by the Turkish. We have lo take one 
lesson in Turk. Then, when the Italian came, the same 
thing again, you know. 



P: Did the war bother your father's business? Your home? 

M: Well, during the Turk, they didn't bother. We was 
getting along pretty good with Turk. Then, there was a 
lot of Turkish small boat. They come jn because it's 
only a matter of fifteen, twenty miles through the Asia 
Minor to our island. They were bringing all kjnd of 
rigger boats and stuff like that, you know. That's 
what help us, you know, to. Well, our island it 
happens to be. If you want to see wild nature 
you go to see Syme and see. But, there was one tilDe 
that the island of Syme. It happens to be more 
high class people than any other island. That was good 
many years ago. It didn't affect our family business. 

P: How about when the Italians came? 

M: When the Italians came, my father was dead already. My 
oldest brother, my father sent him in Europe and edu­
cate him in business. He was speaking good English, 
French, and Greek. He took about three trips to Bom­
bay, India. Well, the first couple of trips, he was 
going over there and sell merchandise like oil, olives, 
and sponges and many other things, you know. He was 
doing pretty good business but the last trip, the third 
trip, he got this, what they call yellow fever. My 
brother die, and it happens to he--he was alone--it 
happens to be a friend of his from Kalymnos he helped 
to bury him. lIe sent us all his belongings, whatever 
he had, sent us, and we left five brothers. 

P: In the war, would you say was your family average 
far as income or were they poor? Did the war, 
know. 

as 
you 

M: I'll tell you, as far as that, we have enough for our 
falOily to live well because my father left a lot of 
real estate. As I told you, you were getting money 
every week from the business. My oldest brother went 
to do the same line of business as my father, with the 
help of my four uncles, but they didn't succeed. 

P: Let me ask you this. As you got a little older--oh, 
let's say you were a young man, lOaybe early teenage 
years or whatever. Well, let's say you were fifteen, 
sixteen years old--did you have any goals for yourself 
as a young man? Like for myself, now, I say as a young 
man, "Well, I want to teach so I'm teaching." Did you 
ever think when you were a young lOan, \~ha t you mi gh t 
want to do in the future, you know, like some people? 

M: Well, I'll tell you. I was about fourteen years old 
and my brother was making jewelry. He was making 
jewelry, and I had a man to get a box of jewelry. We 
went to island of Rhodes. That's a beautiful island. 
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At that tilne, there was no automobiles or anything. 
So, we have to walk from one village to the other 
village and go to lhe coffee house and try to sell 
jewelry. In the evening, I'll tell you, you won'l 
believe ill This fellow, he knew each family accept 
visitors, and we was going in the evening to one of 
these villager's home. You'd be surprised, they was 
treating lIS very good! Me, tlley was let me in a sepa­
rate room to sleep and had a nice dinner. Nothing, no 
charge! 

P: No, charge. 

M: No, charge. No charge. From one island, from one 
village to another. Then, one day we happened to be in 
one village that they have the Italian. They had 
some kind of a military base over there, and they don't 
want any strangers. So, lot of tllese policemen they 
call Calabinary, they want us to get out and it was 
nighttime. I got scared, you know, "[ was a little boy. 
I got scared. T said, "Where shall we go? It's 
night." The fellow I han with me says, "Don't worry." 
I was. I says f "tie bet ler go." "Don' t worry." lI~vhere 

can we go? It's night. Where can we go?" So, we wenl 
down below, and there was a priest's house. We went 
over there. We told him what happened, and he gave us 
a nice room, you know. . sleep. Anel, he gave 
lo us another place to sleep. Early in the morning, we 
had to get out from over there. At that time, T walk 
about . I'd say abuut fifteen to twenty miles. We 
made two trips. Then, I went back to Syme. 

I was about fourteen years old. We had a lot of 
friends my age and sOllie of them happen be over here in 
Akron. They talked about the old times, and my brolher 
Sam deciCle to come to funerica. But, first my older 
brother came wilh another brother by the name Manuel. 

P: Who was then responsible, when you decided to come to 
America, who was the one that brought you up? 

M: Nohody. 

P: Nobody'? 

M: See, 
mean 

at that time, immigration was free. 

p. No quota. 

Ilha t- I 

11: No. Even dur illg the ti me that T was in Syme, the one 
French boat callie and he wants laborer lo take them in 
France withont cost him anything. Ask th8 workers to 
go to France, and we go lo worl, there. Quite many, 
they took the chance. They wenl over there. 
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P: What made you decide, then, to come to America? 

M: Well, my oldest brother came first with my other broth­
er. When my father died, you know, my mother decide 
to, everyone of us to have some kind of trade. So, one 
of my brother was tailor; another one was carpenter; 
another one was jeweler; and I was still going to 
school. Then, when the two brothers come, they want 
us to go tltere too. So, they sent us the money for the 
trip. I came with my brotlter, Dill, you know, the 
tailor. We was tile last ones that came. 

P: Did Greece give you any trouble at that time, to leave? 
You know, some people they decide to give trouble. Dld 
you have any trouble leaving Greece? 

M: When T left, it was still the Italian occupation. Yo II 
got to be eighteen years old to let you go. I was 
sixteen, but T tell them that J was eighteen. Still, J 
got the passport! r got over here. 

P: You lied to them. 

M: Well, that's the only way to get away. 

P: I understand, yes. 

M: That's the only way to get away because there was some 
thjngs that. We didn't like it, to be controlled 
by the Italians. You know, they had to be forced to do 
this. First trd ng they do, they ask you if you have 
any ammunition, or guns, or to take them back to the 
headqllarters. If you don't, they don't fool around, 
you know. If r ever have anything, y011 know, r have to 
take them back and thing like that, you know. No 
independence. 

P: No independence. 

M: That's one thing that it makes us live. 

P: What were your feelings and your 
your mind and in your heart that 
yom" home country and cotne here? 
ing about? 

thoughts, you know, in 
now you have to leave 

What were you lhink-

M: Well, I'll tell you. My feeling was we was living good 
in our island. Now, we thought that we could come in 
the United States for three, fOllr years and come back 
again. 

P: Return. 

M: Yes. 
way. 

Return to our home. But, it didn't happen that 
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P: Did you leave anybody behind when you left? 

M: Oh, yes. My mother. My mother. Then, I had two 
sisters. One sister would stay with my mother. My 
sister, you know. When we come over here we 
wOL'king hard to make some money to marry our sister, to 
give her dowry, to marry a ~octor. My youngest sister 
is three years younger than lne and married to a doctor. 
He was a children's specialist. The only one that is 
still living is my sister in ti,e island of Rhodes. I 
call her every couple weeks, or she ~all me every on~e 

'm awhile. The main reason is to. We left Syme 
with the intelltion to come back again. 

When we left Syme was in Ii/arId War I. It happens to be 
a blockade in the port of G. of Merabellou. They don't 
leave any boat to go in or out. So, when we was ready 
to leave, we was not able to get a boat to go to 
Greece. So t we rent one of tfJeSe small boat f let's say 
about twenty or twenty-five feet long. It took us one 
week from the island of Syme to Greece. Well, we had a 
hard time, very, very hard time because we had a storm 
and there was no place to sleep in that small boat. 
One week! We go to Peiraias. 

So, when we got in Peiraias, we got in one small res­
taurant an~ hotel upstairs, hut very cheap looking, you 
know. I had an uncle in Athens, a doctor. His wife 
happens to be my mother's sistex, and when he find that 
out, the next day, he came down where we were. He gave 
us hell, he says. . he had a cane and be took it off 
the arm, he says "Don't you kuow YOll got your own home 
over he r8 . Get your bags flnd. "rr'here was R taxi 
waiting outsjde to take us to his home Ln Athens. So, 
he took us in Athens, and we stayed there three months 
on account of, you know, ti,e hlockade was still on. 

P: Right. 

M: Then, after the blockade, we was free to go. 

P: How did you come to America, then, by boat? 

H: By boat. 

P: Do you remember anything about the trip? 

H: 

P: 

11 : 

Oh, yes. I have remembered. I never forget that! 

Good! That's wllat I want to hear. 

~~ell, there is a boat Ly the name of ThelnistokJ.is, 
the !lame at the boat.. We start from Greece, and 
have our suitcase and our shirts and stuff. We get 
at the boat, all four of us, and when we get in at 
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boat, they gave 11S one ti.n plate 
It was steel, iron, you know. He 
and you wash that out till we got 

and spoon and 
says, "You keep 
to New York. 

knife. 
that, 

P: So, that's what you ate from, then? 

M: Yes. So, we start, and we left Greece. But, that 
boat, that Themistoklis, was taking eight miles per 
hour, that's how fast it was going, eight n,iles an 
hour. Well, j t took us a long time to. . not only 
this, then a disease that got up in the boat, and we 
didn't know anything about. The only thing that we 
know js the blockade, the boat it was quarantined, and 
it wouldn't go. Then, we noti.ce once in awhile, every 
three, four days the boat stop and threw a body in the 
ocean. And, this happen about four times. 

Well, as t say, you know, where we was sleeping was one 
big room. Very big room with three beds, one above the 
other one and the other one above the other one. Well, 
they was giving us enough food to eat and bread. 
They'd cook fresh bread every day. But, as I say, we 
have the big table. We have to go in a line with our 
dish to put all the food jn there, and the bread, and 
water the table, you know, and eat. Well, went on our 
way, now, after three, four days, subway, I mean, a 
submarine caine up. A German submarine come up. We 
happen to be lucky that we have the Greek flag, and we 
were neutral. And, good thing they let us go! 

After we went up to . They stopped, the boat 
stopped in one place in Spain, by the name of Malaga. 
They got grapes in a bottle, and they stay there about 
a day. Then, we start again. After a couple a days, 
another German submarine, they stop us agaill. They was 
ready to shoot, then, they see the Greek flag. We was 
lucky they left us again. Well, then another two, 
three days again, same thing happen again. We was 
lucky, you kIlOW, that they didn't bother l1S. But, the 
disease was keeping going, and we don't know if it 
wOltll the trouble. 

P: You never know. 

M: The only thing we know that it's got to be something 
bad because the boat stopping and threw the body. We 
saw that, you know. Then, they blockade the boat, you 
know. We was in the third class. I don't think that 
anybody from the third class die, you know, because you 
could see that. So, to make this story short, thirty 
days to come to New York. 

P: Where did you land in New York? Ellis Island? 

M: Well, I'll tell you. They took us to Ellis Island in 
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New York. Then, from New York, there was a small boat 
came and take us to Quaranteen Tsland. 

P: QUen-anteen Island? It wasn't Ellis Island? 

M: No. We stayed over Lhore, but I'll toll you. Whell we 
got over thelo on that lsland, before we get to New 
York, the weather was bad. T can'L stand the bad 
weather, you know, J get Sea sjck. And, I didn't eat 
ill the boat on account bad weather, you know. Then, we 
come out and when thoy show that New York statue, the 
building, J went out to see. I was so cold! I never 
feel cold like this in my life! I went back agaill. 

So, when we got in New York boat, then another boat 
caIne and too]{ to Quaranteen Island, and w(-) stayed about 
two weeks. That was Quaranteen Island. They didn't 
give us anything to eat the first day. The second day, 
I never feel hung1Y this in my life! The second day, 
the brought us one boiled egg and couple slice bread, 
slice. r says to myself, "r don't care if they bring 
me more slice bl'eado II 

P: Anything. 

M: So, we thought and was qui to suro peoplo, you know, was 
few people from our island, too. The next day, they 
bring some more. Woll, they check us over thore two 
weeks. Then, they give us a shot. After two weeks, 
they took us to Ellls Island. 

p. Tell me what you know about Ellis Island. 
poned there? 

What hap--

M: Well, Ellis Island we heard bad stories from Greece 
that they asking you some different kind of questions. 
One fellow was telling me, he says, they asked him, "If 
you see a body chopped up in four pieces, is this body 
kill himself or does somebody else kill him?" And, 
many other questions. Well, when the tilile came, you 
know, Lo take my examination, the main thing they was 
checking up was the eye. r heard one, from my island, 
one fellow. He sald his eyes not so good, you know, 
and he was sllspicious they may send him back. So, I 
saw him dressed up just like he was going hunting with 
the back-, backpack and dress up like he was 
going. I says, "Why you do that?" He says, "I 
do that to keep the examiner attention to what r wear." 

P: 

M: 

Smar t. 
great! 

Well, 
like 
fi.ve! 

The way he's dressed rather than. That's 

my line came to ask me. One fellow goL my 
this, and he ask me to read question. Six 

sLx and zero, six and seVPJ1 r HO American, 

11 

back 
and 
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Greek. . and seven, you know, and I thought he ask 
Ine if I had money. 1 thought he asked me if had. 
He says, "Cleal~. "I told him! "thirteen,,11 
he asked me some other questions, and T passed. 
passed, they open a big gage. 

Then, 
When I 

P: Cage? Oh, a gate. 

M: Gate with screen, a heavy screen, on the 
ten, fifteen people in there, you know. 
people regardless wlljch way they want 
understand? l~y n.estinabon. 

Cloor. 
They 

to go. 

Ahout 
divide 

You 

P: YOllr destinatjon was what? 

M: My destination was Tarpon Springs, Florida. Well, they 
gjve us a number. So, we carry a ticket, you know, and 
out there you know they got through from the Ellis 
Island. They took us ill New York, and they took us jn 
one Greek hotel. When I come alit in New York, when I 
left Greece, T had one of these straw hats. You know, I 
kept it.. Then, we slevt in hotel that night. Then, I 
came to see what. it's all about, you know. When I came 
out, I don't want to go farther frOID the door I left, 
you know. [don't want to get lost.. So, there Ni'lS a 
Greek fellow. He had a clothing store, and he showed 
me about hats. He took me there, and I bought another 
hat because it was cold, you know. 

P: You had the wrong clothes. 

M: So the next day, one of the hotel loen, they have to 
take us to the port or to another js]and also to the 
station, a train station. So, it was no fees. He took 
us to a port, a hoat, but this fellow, you know, it 
Nas, I diCln't like that they was directing us. We 
happen to met a lady with two children. Me and my 
brother, we feel sorry fo~ the lady because she have a 
suitcase to carry and two children, so T took care for 
the one childlen and my brother take care of the other 
children and we was goi.ng. And( you know, New York WEtS 

big crowd. Thjs fellow that was the director, he never 
looked back if we were coming ur nolo So, we have to 
run like . to follow him, because we don't want to 
get lost. over there. 

P: 

So finally, we went to the . , and they took us to 
another boat. We don't know where we was going. And, 
when we got in the boat, we don't know where they was 
taking us. So, we found out that we went to Norfolk. 

Oh, Norf01k. Yes. 

When 
tion. 

we come out, then they took us to the train sta­
We was there, and there was a fellow clean up 
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the place over there, you know, with a broom. He 
happen to be a Greek, and we ask him. I says, "What 
place is over here?'! He says, "Norfolk." He says, 
"It's not far from there." So, we took the train from 
over there. But, while we wexe over there in the 
station, this fellow who was cleaning up the place over 
there, lie told another lady, and the other Greek lady 
came to lIS with sandwich and fruits and everything, you 
know. Tt was nice of her, you know. We get in the 
train, and we stopping in the othel- place at night 
about eleven. 

Well, when they come out, we ask if this Tarpon 
Springs. He says, "No!" So, that was a policeman and 
he says, "You wait here." There's a Greek fellow, I 
standing right across the street. We brought hilO over, 
and he explained to us. "Is this Tarpon Springs?" He 
says, I'No. This is Tampa. II 

P: Tampa you're in now. 

M: Yes. "When shall we go to the 'I'arpon Springs." He 
says, "The train won't come till tomorrow, one or two 
in the afternoon. But, if you want a lift tonight, you 
could rent a taxi for five people, you know, pay so 
much." I says, "Yes. Alright. We take a taxi," you 
know _ And, they took us to Tax pon Springs. In Tarpon 
Springs the way that I was living in oux island, the 
way we was living over there was just like a barracks, 
you know. 

P: Well, how did you end up in Campbell? 

M: Well, we stay there. My brother was there, the one 
that was my partner was there, and he opened a jewelry 
store. We got there, and J was helping my brother, in 
the jewelry stores. My other brother, that's tailor, 
he's got a place with another fellow over there and 
cleaning. You know, for my hrot-her to lnake a new suit. 
So, lilY other brother was going fishing sponges. I 
didn't like that place over there. I like to go fish­
ing. I went fishing une time, and the mosquitoes not 
to bite you but to eat you, they so many! So, I threw 
everything away and I went horne. I stayed there, then, 
my brother. While we was in Tarpon Springs, me 
and my brother, we bought a home, five room home. We 
pay a thousand dollars. [It] was a nice home, you 
know, a five room home, a thousand dollars. So, we 
stayed for a little while, and all my brothers, they 
left to come over here and north. They live north. I 
was there alone because we have a--we rent a store, and 
we have a lease to stay for a certain tiloe. This [ 
don't care for, but you have pay the rent every month. 
So, I stay there till I find sowebody to transfer the 
lease to his nawe, you know. Then, I got somebody sign 
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and less lhan a year, I come back ovet here from Camp­
bell, Ohio. 

P: There are only two questions left, okay. First, what 
was yO\ll' first impression of America? You knoN, you 
just got off the boat. What did you thin][ of America? 

M: Well, the first impression when I come to Tarpon 
Springs Nas a small tONn, smaller than Nhere 1 came 
from, and there was nothing, no excj tement out there, 
nothing. We have to go at five o'clock to the train 
station to see the new passengers coming out from the 
train. There Nas nothing else. We go to his house and 
see the boat and the divers and Nhere they Nere selling 
the sponges. I mean, disappointed. Yes. 

P: 

So, that's Nhy we caine to Campbell, you knoN. That 
time, they thought Campbell Nas one of the small busy 
place thal any other small town in United States. So, 
Ne come to Campbe 11. 'Then aga in, of com'se, Ne Nas 
going dONn town to see something different. It was nol 
so bad then. But, live in quarters that we leave to 
go. But 1 mean, home to the toilet, we had to 
go 200 feet away to go there. No, convenience, you 
know. We had to eat in restaurant. Over here was lot 
of Greek restaurant, yon know. So, al ready you kno~7 my 
brother, Ne had a hard time to find a place to rent for 
the jewelry store. Everything was filled up. Every­
thing was filled up! So, we fonnd one place that was a 
barber shop, and we paid for the barber for the whole 
thing to take that place. Was dONn here on wilsOl1 
Avenue next to the police station. So, Ne stay there. 
We go out and we move a litlle farther to the, where 
was, like a rich place. But then, Ne move to Robinson 
Road. We bought a building on Robinson Road. 

The last question here. Did your life in 
America fulfill your dreams? You knoN, 
Amer lea. You didn't ]<now what you were 
Did it fulfill Nhat you expe~ted you Nere 
here? 

America, did 
you came to 
90ing find. 

going to find 

M: Well, the only thing, Ne Nere going to tONn, you know, 
that time when I came the name of Calnpbell was Youngs­
town. Well, Ne Nas going to Youngstown. We Nas going 
to Idora Park, and Ne had a lot of things, you knoN to 
do. Then, Nas nice shoNS in Youngs~oNn. You could go 
and many other shoNs Nhich, you know, at that time Nas 
no TVs. Not even radio yet. Then, we keep them 
going, like one tiloe we Nent to Idora Park Nith my 
brother, Bill. We saN a big line buying tickets, and 
we thought it was a nice show. He says to Michael, 
"What do you say, let's go." So we stayed in ~he line, 
and we bought the ticket at that time for $1.50. When 
we get into the place Nhere Ne thought Ne'd see a shoN, 
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was a football! I was so mIlch disappointed! 
"You have to pay to see people playing ball?" 

I say, 

P: Do you think, then, that your life was hetter was here 
in America? If you would have stayed there. 

M: Oh, yes. You know, the longer that we stay and we have 
lnore convenience, and everything. And, we bought a 
nice home on Jefferson Street, a nice home. Started, 
now that we have, well that at tiloe we was. My 
brother was a goad jeweler. Everything lIe was making, 
he was making by hand. Everything! Chains, bracelets, 
rings. We had our own system, how to melt gold and 
thing like that. We didn't buy anything, you know, 
that was already. Of course, we didn't know any 
better than to go out to another cjty and find that 
out. We was getting, little by little, better and 
better. 

In the mill, people was working twelve hours a day. 
Night, leaving in the morning was dark and coming back 
to home sjx in the evening, dark! Now, it was quite 
lot of people from our island that didn't even have 
time to go to the bank and send money to their family. 
So, they was come in to us, and I had the book like a 
bank, you know. They was giving us their money to 
keep. If they want to send the money home they ask me, 
"Go tomorrow and get me a check for a twenty." It was 
English pound check, hecause they didn't have no time 
to. So, I had that book, you kIlOW, that I had the llame 
and receipt and expense. That's the way that I was 
doing till tile time when during the Ford, he was the 
one that the, eight o'clock, eight honrs a day because 
he says, "If the people working twelve hours a day, 
they don't have no time to buy an automobile and go 
right." So, he was the one that started the eight 
hours a day. 

P: Okay. Did you want to add anything else? 

M: No. I think that's it. 

END OF INTERVIE,., 
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