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Aris N. Mastorides was born August 10, 1900 on the island of
Syme, Greece. Aris marvried his wife, Frosso, on October 23,
1937. His father was a sponging merchant who was the first to
introduce new eqgquipment, used in thig trade in England, to Lhe
Groeeks. His mother, Fay, helped in the family business which
provided them with a very good income. Aris' parents raised nine
¢hildren, one of them being an adopted African girl.

Ariz finished a high =cheool education at about the time
World War T began. During the war, his family managed to survive
from wmoney made hy his fatherr's business ventures. As a youth,
he learned the jewelry trade. Economic opporiunity restricted by
the war led him to journey to America in 1916. He cawme to Ameri-
ca by beat and landed on Ellig Istand. Aflter a miserable Jour-
ney, his experience on Ellis Island was not much better. Lots of
guestions were asked, examinatilong were given, and there was nmuch
confusion. Aris' final desgtination was Tarpon Springs, Florida.
Several years later, he left for Campbell, Ohio. After arviviang
in Campbell, Aris and his brother started a jewelry business. He

earned a living this way for the past sixty-five years.
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Can vou tell me a little about vour parents in Greece?
First your father.

Yes. My father's name was Nicholas Mastorides, Hig
profession was a Captain, with many people working for
him. The hole profession was made in going fishing

sponges, in Africa.

Sponges .
There Was a lot of people because they had
about. . . . Besides the big boat that they were using

as a big supply boat, they had about six, seven other
smaller boats with the divers.

The divers.

Well, at that time, they didn't have any automatic
machines. The machine that they had was one man on the
one gide and another man on the other side, and they
would keep running that machine. The air was going
through the holeg {o the diver. Of course, it's a kind
of thing when you're young. T'll tell you another
thing, you know. It happens to be my [ather be first



one that brought the divers in our island.

Oh.

The course was old from Kalymnos over to the island,
because it happens to be that my great grandfather was
working for the Enylish people when his boat was sinked
many vears ago, when they was going over there. Find
that out if theve wasg any trace theve. S¢, when 1t
came to time to go back home, they asked him to give

him money. He said, "T don't want no money. T want Lo
get me a set of divers and all the supplies. That's
all T want.” He got the dress in the hand. .

Right, in the hand.

. . . and all the supplies and brought ii to our

island. Well f1irst, the other in the same line of
business, they was using a 4different race of fisbhing
sponges . some, they wag getting sponges, you know,
make. They were using a stone about, let's say about
7. 8 inches long with a rope and a net. They had to
tie it to . . . . They had to bring with empty st om~-
ach. They were not supposed to eat any food. Some of
them was staved down in the hottom of the ocean for
about the most I could say akout two and a half to
three minutes. Then, the divers, T mean, they give
them a signal because they want to pull them out. sSo,
the two people, they was pull them out. The other way
that they was fishing sponges was a different kind of

material they use we call in Greek, kagowwa. We net
and then pulled up; then they pulled that out from say
about, let's say about a guarter of a mile. They
pulled that out and some spondes. But, the divers was

wmaking a beitter job. AL first, when my father brought
this diver's dress and everylhing, everybody was scared
to go down. So at first, they pult a little cat.

A cat?

Yes. And, put him down and stay there for about five,
ten minutes. They brouyht that out, and it was live.

Ch, I see.

Then my  grandmother, Bujeveia Masgtorides, she went
down, first one, to give courage to the other people.
S0, she went down, stayed there for about ten, fifteen

minutes, then pull her out. Was alright, vyou know.
Thie was after that. They . . . people, vou know, they
get used to not be afraid. That's how our father was
doing business, and vou'd be surprised when the people
that they was working for them, the divers, the other
people that they used for the give them the signals.
They c¢all the person that receives the signal kolaocug-
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eri. It takes a lot of money to start 1t. So, of
course, they have to horrow money from some rich peo-
ple, you know, on cur island. You'd be surprised that
in them days, at that time, there was during the Tur-
kev's occupation in our island. They wasg using a s=ack
about that thick with a . . . let's say, a dollar c¢oin
but they c¢all it mezitia. Tt's a Turkish c¢oin in
sterling silver. TEvery one of these was worth abhcut a
thousand gzosa, to carry on this over here. . . . 1L
remember very well, becausge I was young. That's how [
remember it.

And, another thing I'll tell yvou that's very interest-
ing. One time, he brought to my mother a gift. You
know what kind of a gift? Was a baby color girl!

A ¢olored girl? Yes. Frvom Afvica?

Yes, from Africa. Well, she'd been bhorn and was with
the parents. They had an accident, and the girl wag
left. My father took her outr and breought her to our
igland. My mother baptize her and gave her the name
Maria. The only thing., the only language she could
speak was Greek. She was a good worker and was very
good religion woman. She wag going to all mnmonasteries
out of town, to walk ahout a one hour or two hours, and
stay with us till thirtvy years. They take care of her,
you know,

This was the girl.

That's the girl Well, it happened, you know, the same
age, we have another sister. My sister get narried.
There was somebody that he want to marry her.

Mary?

Yes, vyes, Maria. Well at that time, they had to take
the consent of father and mother, and wmy father he
don't like that at all because he sayve, "I don't a want
a new color generation to be on our island, and T get
all the blames."

I see,

So, she didn't accept that. Well, in other words, she
got mad, but she always call my mother "mother" and nmy
father sorts of names. 8So, ouve day she says to my
father, "I have to leave." He says, "Where you want to
go Mary?" "I'm going to go to Egypt in Alexandria.”
So, my father pay her, and he gave her one home. She
went to Alexandria, and she's got a job over there with
a English family., very wealthy. She was good cook and
take care of the family.
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You wissed her.

Yes. S0, I wag about seven, eight years old when my
father died. My father died when he was about fifty-
six, fifty-seven years old.

Do yow know what he died from?

Yes. 1 believe he had a stroke. His color was very
ted, and he had high blood pressure. You know, that
time they didn't examine it so good. My father was
golng to Burope and all over, and he built a beautiful
home in our island with marble floors, one of the
finest decorated. That house from Italy. today, is

just as good as brand new.
Is that right?
Yes.

Someone else owns that now?

Well, 1it's a custom, you know. The first girl in the
family inherit the house.

Dowry.

Yes. Dowry, dowry, ves. But, besides that sponging
business, my father was a partnership with one pretty
good size Iflour mill that was from the wheat and flour.

Okay. Millery work. I know what you mean.

Wag fifty percent partner. When we were small, that's
how we got living. We were gettling so much a week. We
g0old the flour, there. We s0ld it to the other part-
ner, and he would pay us. We don't want all the money
at once. We take little by 1little so that we c¢ould
take care of living and grow up a little bit.

How about your moither?

My mwother . ., . her father too had a big boat and was
going from the one place to the other, like cargo.

Cargo. Cargo boat.

Yes. That is one boat that it happens to sink in one
of the sgcenic port, and it still is there. You kinow,
you could see it from there when it's nice weather.

Did she help vour father with his work?

Yes, vyes. Well, my mother was very nice lady. She
likes to help people. Every time when we was home,

4
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and we was ten of us in the family, always we have
three, four vigitors, and they eat with us.

Was she basically then & housewife, yvou know, to help
arcund the house. . . 7?7 Yesg.

Well, we have to pay a lady to do the washing because
at that time. They didn't have no washing machines or
dryers, stuff like that. But, they use their own
gystem which the cloth would couwe out clear, white,
perfect, vou know. Of course, it's a lot of work. You
get the lady that time. You'd give them Jlet's say
about a half dollar, was good enough for her. Yes.

How many children did your father. . .7

We had six brothers and two giitls, plus Maria, plus my
grandfather and my grandmother was living with us, my
mother's mother.

What year did you come Lo America?
I came in 1916,

1916. Were yvou in Greece when World War [ was going
on?

Yes.

Let wme ask you this question, then. How did the war
atfect you and your family?

Well, during the time that I was still in Syne. The
Italiang came over in 1912. 1In 1912, when the Italians
came, things change. I don't say to the best, I'd say
to tThe worst! You know, what it is when you are con-
trolled from Turks or Ttalians.

How did it bother your family, the war?

Well, the Italians was very strictly. If somebody was
dressed 1like an old Greek custom, they catch him and
put him in Jjail. Another thing, vyou know, every
evening when they lay down the Ttalian flag, whatever
vyou are and even in the boat, vou have to stand up and
salute,.

Were they, thevn, trying to change everybody to I1tal-
iang? Ts that what they were doing, the customs and
the language?

Well, we have when I was in the school duving the time
we were controlled by the Turkish. We have to take one
ieggon in Turk. Then, when the Ttalian came, the same
thing again, you know.
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Did the war bother your father's business? Your home?

Well, during the Turk, they didn't bother. We was
getting along pretty good with Turk. Then, there was a
lot of Turkish small boat. They come in because it's
only a matter of fifteen, twenty miles through the Aslia
Minor Lo our island. They were bringing all kind of
rigger boats and stuff like that, you know. That's
what help ug, vou know, to. . . . Well, our iszland it
happens to be. . . . Tf vou want to see wild nature
you ¢go to see Syme and see. But, there was one time
that the island of Syme. . . . It happens to be more
high ¢lass people than any other island. That was good
many vears ago. It didn't affect our family business.

How about when the Itallans came?

When ihe Italians came, my father was dead already. My
oldest brother, nmy father sent him in Europe and edu-
cate him in business. He was speaking good English,
French, and Greek. He took about three trips to Bom-
bay, India. Well, the first couple of trips, he was
going over there and sell merchandise like oil, olives,

and sponges and many other things., you khow. He was
doing pretty good business but the last trip, the third
trip, he got this, what they call yellow fever, My
brother die, and 1t happens to he--he wag alone-—-it
happrens to be a friend of his from Kalymnos he helped
te bury him. e sent us all his belongings, whatever

he had, sent us, and we left five brothers.

In the war, would you say was yvour family average asg
far as dincome or were they poor? Did the war, you
know. . . .

I'11l tell you, as far as that, we have enough for our
family to live well because my father left a lot of
real estate. As I told vou, vou were Jetting money
every week from the business. My oldest brother went
to do the same line of business as my father, with the
help of my four uncles, but they didn't succeed.

Let me ask you this. As you got a little older--oh,
let's say you were a young man, wmaybe early teenage
years or whatever. Well, let's say you were fifteen,
sixteen years old-—did you have any goals for vyourself
as a young man? Like for nmyself, now, I say as a youag
man, "Well, I want to teach so I'm teaching.” Did vou
ever think when you were a voung man, what you might
want to do in the future, yvou know, like some people?

Well, I'll tell you. I was about fourteen years old

and my brother was making jewelry. He was making
jewelry, and I had a man to get a box of jewelry. We
went to island of Rhodes. That's a beautiful island.
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At that time, there was no automobiles or anything.
So, we have to walk from one village to the other
village and go to the coffee house and try to sell
Jjewelry. Tn the evening, I'l1l tell vyou, you won't
believe 1t! This fellow, he knew each family accept
vigitors, and we was going in the evening to one of

these villager's home. You'd be surprised, they was
treating ug verv good! Me, they was let me in a sepa-—
rate room to sleep and had a nice dinner. Nothing, no
charge!

No, charge.

No, charge, No charge. From one island, from one
village to another. Then, one day we happened to be in
one village that they have the Italian. . . . They had

some Kind of a military base over there, and they dou't
want auny strangers. S0, lot of these policemen they
call Calabinary, they want us to get out and it was
nighttime., I got gcared, you know, T was a little boy.
I got scavred. T said, "Where shall we ¢go? Tt's
night." The fellow I had with me says, "Don't worry."
T was. T says, "We better go.” "Don't worry." "Where
can we go? It's night. Where can we go?" 5o, we went
down below, and there was a priest’'s house. We went
over there. We told him what happened, and he gave us
a nice room, you knew . . . sleep. . . . And, he gave
to us another place to sleep. Early in the morning, we
had to get out from over there. At that time, T walk
about . . . I'd say about fifteen to twenty miles. HWe
made two trips. Then, T went back to Syme.

T was about fourteen vears old. We had a lot of
friends my age and some of them happen be over here in
Akron. They talked about the old times, and my brother
Sam decide to come to America., But, first my older
brother came wilh another brother by the name Manuel.

Whe was then responsible, when yvou decided to come to
America, wheo was the one that brought you up?

Nobhody.

Nobody?

See, at that time, immigration was free, What T
mean . .

Noe quota.

No. Even during the time that T was in Syme, Lhe one
French Dboat came and he wants laborer to take them 1in
France without cost him anything. Ask the workers to
go to France, and we go to work there. Quite many,

they took the chance. They went over there.
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What made vou decide, then, to come to America?

Well, my oldest brother came first with my other broth-
er. When my father died, you know, my mother decide
to, evervone of us to have some kind of trade. So, one
of my brother was tallor; ancother one was c¢arpenter;
another one was Jeweler; and I was gtill going to

schoo'l., Then, when the two brothers come, they want
us to go there too. So, they sent us the money for the
trip. I came with my brother, B£ill, vou know, the
tailor. We was the last ones that came.

Did Greece give you any trouble at that time, to leave?
You know, some people they decide to give trouble. Did
yvou have any trouble leaving Greece?

When T left, it was still the Italian occupation. You
got to be eighteen yvears old to let you go. I was
sixteen, but T tell them that T was eighteen. Still, T
gol the passport! T got over here.

You lied to them.
Well, that's the only way to get away.

I understand, yes.

That's Lhe only way to get away because there was some
things that. . . . We didn't like it, to be controlled
by the Ttaliams. You know, they had to be forced to do
this. First thing they do, they ask vou if you have
any ammunition, or guns, or to take them back to the

headquarters. If vou don't, they don't fool around,
you know. If T ever have anything., yvou know, T have to
take them back and thing 1like that, you Kknow. No
independence.

No independence.
That's one thing that it makes us live,

What were your feelings and your thoughts, you know, in
yvour mind and in your heart that now you have to leave
yvourr home country and come here? What were you think-~
ing about?

Well, I'1l teil you. My feeling was we was living good
in our island. Now, we thought that we could come in
the United States for three, four vears and come back
again.

Return.

Yes. Return to our home. But, it didn't happen that
way.
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Did you leave anybody behind when you left?

Oh, ves. My mother. My mother. Then, I had two
sisters. One sister would stay with my mother. My
sister, vou know. . . . When we come over here we
working hard to make some money to marry our sister, to
give her dowry, to marry a doctor. My yvoungest sigter
ig three yvears younger than me and married to a doctor.
He was a children's specialist. The only one that is
still living is my sigster in the island of Rhodes. I
call her every couple weeks, or she call me every once
in awhile. The main reason is teo. . . . We left Syme
with the intention to come back agaln.

When we left Sywme was in World War I. It happens to be
a blockade in the port of G. of Merabellou., They don't
leave any boat to go in ov out. So, when we was ready
io leave, we was not able to get a boat to go to
Greaece, So, we rvent one of these small boat, let's say
about twenty or twentv-five feet long. It took us one
week from the island of Syme to Greece. Well, we had a
hard time, very, very hard time because we had a storm
and there was no place to sleep in that small boat.

One week! We go to Peilraias.

So, when we got in Peiraias, we got 1n one small res-
taurant and hotel upsgtairs, but very cheap looking, you
know. I had an uncle in Athens, a doctor. Hig wife

happens to be my wother's sister, and when he find that
out, the next day, he came down where we were. He gave
us hell, he says . . . he had a cane and he took it off
the arm, he savs "Don't vou kuow vou got yvour own home
over here. Get your bags and. . . ." There was a taxi
waiting oulside to take us to his home in Athens. S0,
he took us in Athens, and we staved there three months
on account of, you know, the blockade was still on.

Right.

Then, after the blockade, we was free to ¢go.

How did you come to America, then, by boat?

By boat.

Do you remember anything about the trip?

Oh, ves. I have remembered. I never forget that!
Good! That's what I want to hear.

Well, there ls a boat by the name of Themistoklis, was
the name of the boat. We start from Greece, and we

have our suitcase and our shirts and stuff. We get in
at the boat, all Eour of us, and when we get in at the
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beoat, they gave us one tin plate and spoon and knife.
It wags steel, iron, you know. He says, "You keep that,
and vou wash that out till we got to New York,

S0, that's what vou ate from, then?

Yeq. S0, we gtart, and we left Creece. But, that
boat, that Themistoklis, was taking eight miles per
hour, that's how fast it was goling, eight miles an
hour. Well, it took us a long time to . . . not only
this, then a disease that got up in the boat, and we
didn't know anything about. The only thing that we
know is the blockade, the boat it was guarantined, and
it wouldn't go. Then, we notice once in awhile, every
three, four days the boat stop and threw a body in the
ocean. And, this happen about four times.

Well, as T savy, you Rnow, where we was sleeping was one
big room. Very big room with three beds, one above the
other one and the other one above the other one. Well,
they was giving us enough food to eat and bread.
Theyv'd c¢ook fresh bread every day. But, as I say, we
have the big table. We have to go in a line with our
dish to put all the fcood in there, and the bread, and
water the table, you know, and eat. Well, went on our

way, now, after three, four days., suvbway, T mean, a
submarine come up. A German submarine come up. We
happen to be lucky that we have the Greelk flag, and we
were neutral., And, good thing they let us go!

After we went up to . . . They stopped, the boat

stopped in one place in Spain, by the name of Malaga.
They got grapes in a bottle, and they stay there about
a day. Then, we start again. After a couple a days,
another German submarine, they stop us again. They was
ready to shoot, then, they see the Greek flag. We was
Jucky they left us again. Well, then another two,
three days again, same thing happen again. We was
Jucky, you know, that they didn't bother us. But, the
disease was keepling going, and we don'it know 1f it
worth the trouble.

You never know.

The only thing we know that it's got to be something
bad because the boat stopping and threw the body. We
gsaw that, vou know. Then, they blockade the boat, vou
know. We was in the third class. I don't think that
anybody Ffrom the third c¢lass die, you know, because you

could see that. So, to make this story short, thirty
days to come to New York.

Wow! Where did vou land in New York? Ellis Island?

Well, I'11 tell you. They took us to Ellis Igland in

10



New York. Then, from New ¥York, thevre was a small beat
came and take us to Quaranteen Tsland.

Quavanteen Island? It wasn't Ellis Island?

No. We stayved over Lhere, but I'll tell you. When we
got over there on that lgland, before we get to NWew
York, the weathevr wag bad. T can't stand the bad
waeather, vou know, T get sea sick. And, T didn't eat
in the boat on account bad weather, you know. Then, we
come out and when they show that Wew York statue, the
building., T went out to sece. I was so cold! I never
feel cold like this in my life! I went back again.

So, when we got in New York boat, then another Dboat
came and took to Quaranteen Island, and we staved about
two weeks. That was Quaranteen Island. They didn't
give us anything to eat the first day. The second day,
I never feel hungiy this in my life! The second day,
the brought us one boiled egyg and couple slice bread,

slice. I saves to myself, "I don't care 1if they bring
me more slice biead. . . ."
Anyvthing.

So, we thought and was guite sure people, yvou know, was
few people from our island, too. The next day, they
bring some more. Well, they check us over there two
weeks. Then, they give us a shot. After two weeks,
they took us to Ellig Island,.

Tell me what vou know about Ellls Tsland. What hap-
pened there?

Well, Ellis Island we heard bad stories from Greece
that they asking you some different kind of guestions.
One fellow was telling me, he savs, they asked him, "If
vou see a body chopped up in four pieces, 18 this body
kill +himself or does somebody else kill him?" And,
many other questions. Well, when the time came, you
know, Lo take my examination, the mailn thing thev was

checking up was the eye. T heard one, from my island,
one fellow. He gaid his eves not so good, vyou know,
and he was suspicious they may send him back. So, I
saw him dregsed up just like he was going hunting with
the back~, backpack and dresg up like he was
going. . . . T says, "Why you do that?" He says, "I
do that to keep the examiner attention to what I wear."

Smart. The way he's dressed rather than. . . . That's
great!

Well, my line came to ask me. One fellow gol my back
like this, and he ask me to read question. Six and
five, six and zero, six and seven, uo American, in

11
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Greek. . .« . and seven, yvou know, and T thought he ask
me if I had money. T thought he asked me if had. . . .
He gavys, "Clear. . . ." I told him, "thirtesn." Then,
he asked me sgome other questiong, and T passed. When T
passed, they open a big gage.

Cage? Oh, a gate.

Gate with screen, a heavy screen, on the door, Abhout
ten, fifteen people in there, you know. They divide
people regardless which way they want to go. You

understand? My destination. . .
Yonur destination was what?

My destination was Tarpon Springs, Florida. Well, they
give us a number, 80, we carvy a ticket, you know, and
out there vou know thevy got through from the Ellisg
Tsland. They took us in New York, and they took us in
one Greek hotel. When I come cul in New York, when T
left Greece, T had one of these straw hats. ¥You know, T
kept it. 'Then, we glept in hotel that night. Then, I
came to see what it's all about, vou know,. When I came
out, I don't want to go farther from the door I left,
you know. I don't want to get lost. 8o, there was a
Greek fellow. He had a clothing store, and he showed
me about hats. He took me there, and I bought another
hat because it was cold, vou know.

You had the wrong c¢lothes.

So  the next day, one of the hotel wmen, they have to

take us to the port or to anothery island alszso to the
station, a train station. BSo, it was no fees. He took

uz to a port, a boat, but thisz [ellow, you know, it
was, I didn't like Lhat they was directing us. We
happen to met a lady with twe children. Me and wy

brother, we feel sorry for the lady because she have a
suitcase to carry and two children, so T took care for
the one children and my brother take care of the other
children and we was going. And, you know, New York was
big crowd. This fellow that was the director, he never
Looked back if we were coming or not. So, we have to
run like . . . to follow him, kecause we don't want to
get lost over there.

So finally, we went to the . . . , and they took us to
another beoat. We don't know where we was going. And,
when we got in the boat, we don't know where they was
taking us. 8So, we found out that we went to Norfolk.

Oh, Norfelk. Yes.

When we come out, then they took us to the train sta-
ticen. We was there, and there was a fellow clean up

i2



the place over there, you know, with a broon. He

happen to be a Greek, and we ask him. I says, "What
place is over here?” He zays, "Norfolk." He savs,
"Tt's not far Ffrom there." So, we took the train from
over there. But, while we were over there in the

station, this fellow who was cleaning up the place over
there, he told another lady, and the other Greek lady
came to us with sandwich and fruits and everything, you
know. Tt was nice of her, you know. We get in the
train, and we gtopping in the other place at night
about eleven.

Well, when they come out, we ask 1f this Tarpon
Springs. He says, "No!" So, that was a policeman and
he says, "You wait here.” There's a Greek fellow, I
standing right across the street. We brought him over,
and he explained to us. "Iz this Tarpon Springs?” He
says, "No. This is Tampa."

Tampa you're in now.

Yes. "When shall we go to the Tarpon Springs." He
says, "The train won't come till tomorrow, one or two
in the afternoon. But, if you want a 1lift tonight, you
could rent a taxi for five people, you know, pay so
much." I says, "Yes. Alright. We take a taxi," you
know. And, they took us to Tarpon Springs. In Tarpon
Springs the way that I was living in our 1island, the

way we was living over there was Just like a barracks,
you know.

Well, how did veu end up in Campbell?

Well, we stay there. My brother was there, the one
f.hat was my partner was there, and he opened a Jjewelry
store. We got there, and T was helping my brother, in
the Jjewelry stores. My other brother, that's tailor,
he's got a place with another fellow over thexe and

cleaning. You know, for my brother to make a new suit.
So, wmy other brother was going fishing sponges. I
didn't 1ike that place over there. I 1ike to go fish-
ing. T went fishing one time, and the mosquitoes not
to bite you but to eat you, they =0 many! 20, I fthrew
everything away and I went home. I staved there, then,
my breother. . . . While we was in Tarpon Springs, me
and my brother, we bought a home, five room home. We
pay a thousand doliarvrs. [Tt] was a nice home, vou
know, a £five room home, a thousand dollars. So, we
stayved for a little while, and all my brothers, they
left to come over here and north. They live north. I
was there alone because we have a-—-we rent a store, and
we  have a lease Lo stay for a certain time. This [

don't care for, bult vou have pay the vent every month.
So, I stay there till I f£ind somebody to transfer the
lease to hisg name, you know. Then, I got somebody sign
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and less than a yvear,. I come back over here from Camp-
bell, Ohio.

There are only two guestions left, okay. TFirst, what
was your first impression of America? You know, you
just got off the boat. What did you think of America?

Well, the first impression when I come teo Tarpon
Springs was a small town, smaller than where T came
from, and there was nothing, no excitement out there,
nothing. We have to go at five o'clock te the train
station to see the new passengers coming out from the
train. There wag nothing else. We go to his house and
see the boat and the divers and where they were selling
the gponges. I mean, diszappointed. Yes.

So, fthat's why we came to Campbell, you know, That
time, they thought Campbell was one of the small busy
place that any other small town in United States. So,
we come to Campbell. Then again, of course, we wWas
geing down town to see something different. Tt was not
so bad then. But, live in guarters that we leave to
go. . . . But T mean, home to the toilet, we had to
go 200 feet away to go there, DNo, convenience, you
know. We had to eat in restaurant. Over here was lot
of Greek restaurant, you know. So, already you know my
brother, we had a hard time to find a place to rent for
the FJewelry store. Iveryihing was filled up. Every-
thing was filled up! So, we found one place fthat wasg a
barber shop, and we paid for the barber for the whole
thing to take that place. Was down here on Wilson
Avenue next Lo the police station. 8So, we stay there.
We go out and we move a litlle farther to the, where
was, like a rich place. But then, we move t¢o Robinson
Road. We bought a building on Roblnson Road.

The last guestion here. Did your life in America, did
America fulfill your dreams? You know, you came to
America. You didn't know what you were going Ffind.

Did it fulfill what vecu expected you were going to find
here?

Well, the only thing, we were going to town, vou KkKnow,
that time when I came the name of Campbell was Youngs-—
town. Well, we was going to Youngstown. We was going
to Idora Park, and we had a lot of things, vou know to
do. Then, was nice shows in Youngstown. You could go
and many other shows which, you know, at that time was
ne ™Ws. . . . Not even radio yet. Then, we keep them
going, like one time we went to Idora Park with ny
brother, Bill. We saw a big line buying tickets, and
we thought it was a nic¢e show. He says to Michael,
"What do you say, let's go." 8o we stayed in the line,
and we bought the ticket at that time feor $51.50. When
we get into the place where we thought we'd see a gshow,
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was a football! I was so much disappointed! I s=say,
"You have to pay to gee people playing ball?"

Do you think, then, that your life was better was h
in America? If you would have stayed there. .

®
n
Q

Oh, ves. You know, the longer that we slay and we have

more convenience, and everything. And, we bought a
nice home on Jefferson Street, a nice hone. Started,
now that we have, well that at time we was. . . . My

brother was a goud jeweler. EBEverything he was wmaking,
he was making by hand. Everything! Chalns, bracelets,
rings. We had our own system, how to melt gold and
thing 1like that. We didn't buy anything, you know,
that was already. . . . ©Of course, we didn't know any
better than to go out to another city and find that
out . We was getting, Tittle by 1little, Dbestter and
better.

In the mwmill, people was working twelve hours a day.
Night, leaving in the morning was dark and coming back
to home six in the evening, dark! Now, it was quite
lot of people from our izland that didn't even have
time to go to the bank and send money to their family.
S0, they was come in to ug, and I had the book like a
bank, you kunow. They was giving us their money to
keep. Tf they want to send the money home they ask me,
"Go tomorrvow and get me a check for a twenty." It was
English pound check, because they didn't have no time
to. 8o, I had that book, vou kuow, that I had the name
and receipt and expense. That's the way that I was
doing till the time when during the Ford, he was the
one that the, eight o'clock, eight Lhours a day because

he savys, "If the pecple working twelve hours a day,
they don't have no time to buy an automobile and go
right."” S0, he was the one that started the eight

hours a day.
Okay. Did you want to add anything else?
Mo. I think that's 1it.

END OF INTERVIEW
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