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Thro ll"ho t t e seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the Iroquois n• 

federacy, or Five ations, exerci sed great inf'luence and po rnr on the no th

ern colonial frontier. Because of t heir eogra.phic location, mill tary prow• 

ess, and ability to influence other Indian groups, the Iroq ois became an im• 

r ta.nt element in the colonial policies of France and ,1 l and, Yet , by t h 

en of t he ei hteenth century, the once-po arful Five ations were a broken, 

erl ess people, li storians , in deali ng with the r elation of the Iroq ois 

to the colonial. powers, :pa.rticula.rl y land, have tended to emphasize the chron• 

ologica.l ext erne of a t wo-centuries-long r elationship, bus, on en hand, 

"' t dies have dealt wi th t he ca: se and oonsequences of the expansive period of 

I :roquoi story in the earl y seventeenth century. On the other ha.nd, historians 

have chronicled the decli ne and dialocation of the Five ations duri a.nd after 

ii 

he American Bevol tion. t has been l acking in the historl phy of Iroquoi -

Engli r elations , ho1 (Ncrr., ha een an Iroq ois•cantered tudy of' the period be

t een the hei ght oi' 1ive Jations power, 111 1701, and the decl ine of the Confed

er ac· afte.r 1777. ,:o·ce pecif ica.11 · , little ha een done t c, ascexta.1n ho¥ r e-

l ation etween t r1ve ,ations an t e , lish colonie. cha ed over time and 

the reasons f or the decline of the Confederacy . 

WI! II M 



ithin the pa.st decade• political anthropologists and ethnohi storle.ns 

have eveloped tool a.nd met.hods useful in a st ccy of Iroquois-";' sh r cl.a--

tions f:r:oti1 the p b-pective of the L'ive 1at1o s. 'wo oi' theso, a political 

a proac to Ir,:,quo1s history, and an ampha~i on interest gro pint ct.ion, 

s eem particularly well SJrlted for such a. stud;y. . focusi on t e i. ·o uois 

political r ocess , much can be lea.med about the nature and fw.1ction oz local. 

and Conf ede..mcy decision• making as it applied to relations ,ri t.h the colonies . 

1 y phasizi int est grou-p behavior, Iroquois politics a~:1d leaders can be 

:pla,ce in a cult al context .!herein issues, leaders, and def1n1·~1onG oi laa.dar

::,hip can be assessed and change due to native perceptions of .uritish policies 

1denM.f1ed and explained. y the applioa.tion of these methods to a eha.viora.l 

s t1 dy of I:roq!lOis responses to t 1ro arises in relations ld.th the English in the 

eighteenth centi.: . , cha es 1n policies and attitudes are revealed tha:i:. help ex

plain both the nature of Iroquois politics at a. cr1t1cal time and the deal.1.nf::t of 

Five Nations power late in the century. 

111 
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CHAFrJi.'R I 

INTRODUfflOl1 A POLITICAL APPR04Cll TO 

NIµ• IIGJlffli31TH CIN'l'URY IRO(JfOIS HlSTORY 

1.'h• f1Ye oonteurate4 Iroquois tribes ot Central ••• York h&Ye long 

been the aubJeot of ftrie4 an4 lntenai.Ye st~ 'by eamlare. ot ,artioular 

intceat h,.a been tbe ,relat.ieuhlp of the rs.Ye ••~•ns to th• Sffaral Ing

lish oolonial goyC'lllen~• &114. the 1Jlpar1a1 goYG'llllent 1n London, Howner, 
, 

a surY97 fd the u.,-.. ture et :tntuei.-Bngllllh r.:laUona 4-onstn.tea that 
. ' . . 

4Nlt. wlth in, 1111,erflolal wamwr. 
I ' I 

1 ' I (. 

Historiau wbl baYe ,f.Nl.t with the natur, of ~uois•Engllsh relations 

hoe tollen4 euent..tally t• llnea et lnY•s~t1on1 abronologie&l and. , 

aot1nt1onal, On en• ban4, auoh of t.btt , ut..S.al tooa .. ~ on ~• extr•es ot 

a two oentury-long ~t1onab1p. ~ w1 th G~• T. Hunt~ s influent1al 
• • ! • • 

. The VK• of the 1D9uoie, a ,mniber ot atu4les ha.Ye she4 1111oh, 11gh~ on, and. 

aclded. auoh oontul!lien w, tile llffent.Mntb oentury omq,eU Uon tor oontrol of 

the fur true. l On the •th• ban4, rooent worts bJ ~ban. Grapont and · 

Ant.ho~ r. a. Wa'.Jl•~• aong othars, h&Ye sbifte4 bisteria&l attention to 

the late eightNDtb century. Speoiftoally, these studies he.Ye oonoentn.tecl 

Saeorge T. Runt, '1'ht VH'f ot :Hi, Iroauo1t (lla41aon, Un1Yera1ty ot Via
oona1n Preu, 1972) • On the aubJeot ot th• fur trade in th• •nenteenth cen-
tury, - al•• Pe\ar Vruall, M AJR14e•''1' IpdS.p ~rr-s, ed.. Ckrles 
Roll&M KoilwaiD (OU'brldge1 Jl&ff&'rcl Un1Y....S. Preu, 1915 • end Arthur H. 
Blattlngton, •'Die Pelloy of illluJ &n4 Bagllllh We• tw.rd. Bxpanalon•, 1111as,,
l1pp1 Yallu Blfwrt.O&l Rm.n 8 (1922), )2?•)66. 



-;,. 

on the lreu-clnn an4 41.apo ... ulen et th• Iroftuoie u a result of th• 

Aamaan Rnolution ancl \heir Gllltural. reblrth through the nU,gious re

Yinl of JfanlNae Lake. 2 

Ota Mr• ooaplex an4 ofta oenfusing' mtun bu..,._ tbe attapt, to 

14•Uf.r and. up1aln the aoti••• tor th• allltant expanaion et the ntoquoia 

in the NYenteenth oeatur, ~ the nuona fR their 4•olin• ln the 1&"9 

2 

eight .. th. Hunt aDll Obarl• llollwaln llllUated. a .UY~ debate nar Iroquoia 

aot1vee 1n the NYen'Hellt.b oentury by auu••tinc, ae,arately, t.bat the ware 

ner the fur tra4e were "19 reault et the ~uol• 4Nir• u a•..-. the 

a144laan'a po•lUen nlatlYe to the l'naeb &DI., later, -1S,ab fur a&rkete. 

'l'hia view -.. oballeagecl iJ, -ng ether•, All• 'l'rel .... , 1l'bo aua••tea that 

the unur~ing aauu t tb• ._.,._. War• - • ftYe lf&Uona lnaletenoe en •n• 

trolllng the fur rioh ••aMrn laDla. -Vhll• -.ob a14e 41tt.re4 oY• polnta 

aoanbat clet.crdnl.Uo, •tlYe te ~-1• ,el.lo., '\e-.'E'4 BtQ:opN.na an4 ethm:

Ind1an•.3 

In 1:bt IrpcNfif 8 lp \b.t MF:918 llffllu;\ln, Grapont ---• tet that '\he 

League ot the Iroquois ftnall.y oollapeecl 'beamae lt aoul.4 mt aoo-•llate te 

•tr••- an4 pr•aurn plao8' upon 1t 'bJ the Angl.o-Aaed.aan oonf'lln. S'\TS.Y• 

ltg to -.1ntain 1ta hiaterio uutnllty, the OOnte4aracv- euooua'be4 to the 

cl1ploaat1o preamr• et betb Id.de• an4 Qllt ai,u:t, lnaugurat.ing a pane4 .of 

2Jarbara Grapont, Tb• fflr:21• ln W\t .AHrlpan. Rft!luU.op (s,r&cu••· 
Syracniu Un1Yara1t7 Preas, 19721Anthe!'1 "• a. Wa11ue, Th• Pfl:th Y4 R,
'b1rth of thf SfPf91 (1ft Yorlt1 ltand• HluN, 1969). 

3s .. ill• v. Tnl-•-, le!1e AtNr• 1p M•!!&ll •• Im:ltj »t 
!••t.pn;th Qgtun(Port Vuhlngten, 1'. Y. 1 Jenn5-Jrat 1r••• im . 



cultural an4 poll t.1oa1 4MU.ne. 4 'ftl• nature of the deollne &DI rm tal

ization tm.t tollen4 bu been 4-lt with 'by Wallaoe. 0oDOC'lle4 prS.aru, 

vltb the process•• of :rmtaliation uong th• s.neaa, Vallaoe •noenuatea 

on th• biators.aal an4 oultural nmita &urroun41ng th• •••aa&• of 1fNMI••• 
Lak•·' 

WbU• recent eobola:rablp baa adde4 woh to an UDllaratand1ag of th• 

Iroquois an4 their ralationahip to &nglJ.ah aettl•enta am eapire, it baa 

also NrYe4 to Uluatrate llbat ia at1ll 1•1ng in th• hi• wrJ of Irotuo1s

lilngl1ah rel.at.lone. Specd.fl°'11J, tbrN, aepeota of thia 111.1bjeot baT• been 

given 11tUe attention by h1ator1anat two of thee• are cultural, the third. 

1• ohronolog1aa1. 

n.rat., there is a aarked. 1aak ot an;ytb1ng approaahlJlg a atuq of the 

aeohanloa of 4eoia1C'n-llllrlng wlt.lwl ud mag tbe ftTe lat1ona. That is not 

to ea,y tbat hietoriana ef th• Iroquois ba•• ooapletely Sgmred the JIO]J.ti-1 

prooese. :Both Gra;raont &D4 Yallaoe addr ... t.bauelTN to the ,.Utia&l muo

ture and., 1n their •tlllatien, the _.,_. iuue• that 1nfluence4 the fS.Ye 

Nations 1n their ac,Uona and. polled.ea. Whit. hae 'beeri JaaJdng 1a a 'blb&Y• 

ioral approach w Irotuoiis poll tics an4 th• foroea that ebape4 the po11t1oal 

prooeu. Suab u approaab baa the ad.Y&ntage of teoua1ns on Jroeo1• poll~ 

loal prooesaea, beth int.ra.- an4 int.err-tribal, rathc' than s1apl.Jr IncHa". 

reaotion to BdrepaJl ln1 tiatl•••• !hat abiindant 110uroea m.llt tor llllab a 

at.~ •• 4-onatrated. 'by VSlUa R. rmt.on in •a.UeoU.ng llatadal.a fer a 

"ara,aont, Th• m,utl• in»• 6MF19M Rf!llut1op, P• 2. 

5w&11aoe, The, PM» M4 l•b1J1h If HJ• SW-, ~a. 5-7, 



4 

Polltioal History of th• Six latlons•.6 

Two anlal.ea b&Ye r~ appare4 tb&t. auggeat. the Yalu• an4 ,oui• 

b111t1es of a pc,llt1oa.l approaah to the history of IMSan-lluro,-n re

lation•• In •Who Should Rule At Hoae, K&t1Ye Aaerlaan Pol1U• anl In41&n• 
j t ,, 

White Relations•, P. Rlah&ri Mnoalf bu ottere4 the pollt1oa1 approaoh as a 
. ' 

aolut.1on tea tuadaa•tal. probl• in wrl'Ullg ID4lan bi•t.rJ• th• neell tor a . . . \ 

wd.tylng th••• Borroldng troa ,ollt1aal anthropoleg, Net~ bu uf1ne4 

the ,ollt1.cal. ptooesa 1Jl broa4 t.c,aa to lnalud.e ur, ~ of ooa,et.1t1on oen

oc:mng .pol.103', goals, an4 1ih• 41st.rlbut1on ef ,o..- within a ,;roap.7 Aa 
' ,1 . • I 

appl.1e4 to the study et Aa~oan Indian history, there 1a a oartain logio 
• 1 • l1 1 

, ) ' • 

&net usatul.nesa to suoh a definition. In tribal aooletiee, suoh u th• Iro-
• , I I 

quoia, the ftrioue el•~t.• et ~•nl +.y lit~ ...-e tigh~ 1nt.gp.W, net. 

4epar+..aentallse4 u 1• •••tarn aoolet1N. Thus, a broa41y-bt.ae4 JIOl1 tloal. 
• ' ' • • •' ' I 

affl'O&Ch allows the hie~an to . cl-1 ~~ I~ ,roupa aa. tb97 funetloned.1 
' .. 

as 1ntegratecl wd.ts, wh•• religlma, eocd.al, poli.Uoal., an411111tar, luu• 
' • , , , 1 I 

j 

were &111nt.errelatec,.. Aoacmling - llet.oal.t, tbla approaab "r-.ulr•• bis-
, , \ , , , , I I 1 • , • 

I ' • • 

pollt1aal oontext wit.hin tbalr Ollll oaaunl+.y u well as to th• oontext of 
t • I , ' 

white .enaroaohllent.•8 

' '· ' \ • I 

6w1111aa H, J'enton, •a.ueoung Matm.ale for a Politloal Rlstory et 
the ss.x 1&t1eu•, lD,nd1ns• If ;th• Au11:fJB DB•mNraal SOall\Y 9J 
(19119), 2"-238, ror an ~ 41eounlon of th, poaalldllt.1•• 1n writing 
l1"0Cluo1a history, ... ren-:: 'fld91P Ip@q pl Nk RNrfMODf ~• 
Ip u>r;r.tnp4'.Y,N tor Stub Chapel 11111 Un1Ysa1t.y of lerth D& 
Pr-•, 1957, ,..., •• 

7p, Riah&rt Ketoalt, "llbo Sboul.4 Rule At Hlllet NaUYe Aatrloan Polltioa 
and Ind.1.an-Jlhite Relation•", :lwrrtJ •t 61m:9'1 Rles, 61 (19?4), 651. 

8i:b1a. 



Me\oalf turibar suggest.a that a i,o11t10&1 approaoh t.o Indlan-11bite re

lations necNSitatea going beyen4 the •t.r1'be• as the tundaaent:al, pel.1t1cal 

unit et Indian society. Dapen41ng on cirouutanou, the un1t 111.tbln wbiab 
' . 

cleoild.ona were re&ahe4 or probl•s aolYe4 ooulcl be l.argar than, or ...Uar 

' 

than, t.h• trlbe.9 Anthon_, Vallaoe &DI r-.ton haT• alee ~nstrated that, in 

fact, the cenoapt, of the tri.be-, be largely an1.ftabl .an4 not. aoourat-11' 

refleoUYe of the realltlea of In41an aeo1a1 and pellt1~ organlutien.lO 

Robert Berkbetar, wheae m:t.lal• "The Pollt1oal a.ntext of a New Indian 

H1stery• preeud lletoalf's, goes further 4.n auggesU.ng UB86 ot a politiaal 

approaoh to Ind1an-11h1te rel&t1ona. SUab a f'ooua, in Berkhoter•s view, aa.n 

help hlatorlans 4e&l with tw sealr.igly oontrad1otory thmee in, In41&n his• 

tor,, the slaultan-.is existence ot toroee cn-•t.1.Itg change and the persitrt.-

8DCe of traditional f~•• ' By l.ook1ng at 4ea1ai~ prooeaaea ft'IC 

t1ae, a pcapeat.ive on the ~oea oauaing ahangee amt the nature ot pcreiri

enoe can be ebta1ne4. In additlen, ic'kMter apbaalsea the stuq ef the 

pherlOllenon ot taotionall• 111 thln InAlan •cd.et.y. A alesc leok at tbe 

nature &n4 or1g1ns of taot1onal.1a oan rw-.1. 1Dtonat1on abeut pol1t1aal 

preoeaeea, 1uuN, and at.resaea 'Ni thin In41.an OOMtJD5 t1 , l»th native aD4 

1uropean-1n1t1ate4.11 

9Ib1ct., 651•52• 

10sea Anthon:r ,. a. V-11••• "hllt.10&1 °"8ant•t1on an4 Lam Tenure aong 
the lfortheutarn In41ana, llioo-18JO•, SSNSh!Mkm :Ievne] of pthrgplfp 13 
(1957), :,0)-)111 ancl VSll1aa H, Fenton, -Looa11ty aa a Basic 1actor in the 
l>welopaent. d Iroftuoia SOo1a1 su,,aoture•pn 1"ll1u H. fenton, ••, ..
;pos191 9P ~ D1YKMV lp Irog99i9 AA~•• Jurau ot AHrlOUl fthno1cta, 
Bllllet.111 1 Vuhington, D.a., -Slllthaoni&D Inat.ltut.s.en, 19.51), 3.5-5.3. 

11Robert Berthet11r, •'l'be ftlltiaal eentext of a Nn In41an History", 
1n Rerria Hl1Dll19Y, .t., !hf MIF1N MJ" (Santa l&rbara1 Aaarlau BiW• 
ecr&:pbiaal a.ntar-CU• Pre•, Inc., 1 , PP• 101-U6. 
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Both authors point to 1....tn .. ae1 1n .tbls sethed. Of spec1al a1gnit• , 

ioanoe 1• the tendenay to oeuch Indian ,behartor in tama of nat1v• reaponeea 

and N&Otions to Fhropean 1111 tiatives. ·Met~ ptiJ\tB " . the tn41.t1onal · 

811l}1bui• on "~Cbxi.•t,iall" or ~a1V9"11Coru•,~ati,~•" ·tb••• in the 

stu~. et taotlo~• and resETaUon iu •• 12. ~ eq_ual ilrportanoe 1@ the 

failure to see Indian .pol.~t1aal ~ceaeee d.u:d.flg oonta~ &a ~c attenqata 

to r .aspond. to change. , It n~i be reooguisecl that, within a given contact 
• I ' •' 

s1tU&t1:~n, Indians as w9lli as Euro~• ..--.,centnnted with alternatives: . ' 

and ware not aere]Jr v1Qt1aa of toroes beyon4 th~. oontrii.1:3 , 
' ' 

I' 

flie se~nd nagleotecl aspeat ,ef'. I1"04111oie-ingll,sh .relations 1s, in~, 

related to the f1rat. ~• h&T• tm4e4 to ,aooapt the e,xistenoe of a 

"Leagu• of the Iroquois" u a poll t.1~ , &D4 d1p\ou.t1c eirt1 ty aa well .aa a 

cultural exp:r:e~n. ~ow..,er, 11tt1i, ,bu Nan done to investigate the .dy~ 

Dllld.ca ef the League in & ~tioal oontext t.e ~tc,aine -llheth.r it SC¥ecl 

&e an arena for wo~ out problaa o:t 1-.4.erebip, relaUons with Eurep-.ns, 

1ntra-LNS1.1• unity• or the IU.atrlllution et ,p,wc-. , One funduental . .-zor 

aneara to t.ve been the acoepta.nce ot eighteenth ,oentttr1'· ~ Tins of 

t.he League as a oom:cdve goyar111ental -~ able to reach c1,c.1.a1enB and apply 

aanoUona ln a DJre.pean s81'18e. 'l'he daagar bee ls •ne ot distorting Indian 

1nat1tut1ona l1;r 4et1ning and atu411ing t.h• 1n west«rn, rather than In41&n., 

te:ms. 

Finally, tbare 1• tbe 1-uu• et ohronoloa. .la baa bNn prffioualy 

4-on~ted, the bull ef; stuilea rel.a.ti~ w lrequoie-vhi te ra.lati•~ have 

4-1.t either with the era of the trade ware and. Iro9.uo1a ~•n 1n tile 

12.xeta&U. "Who SbMll.4 lblle At Ilea•"• 652. 

llJ:1114., 6.52-65. 

' 
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seYentHnth century", or the d.ecllne of the Oenfecleracy at the u4 of the 

eighteenth. P'rom the tille of the 1noeption ot t.he :tuous •p1ay-ott" eyota 

in 1?01 to the western apris1ngs of 176:,, there 1• a period of sixty rears 

that has been n.rtually 1.gnored by historians. 14 It 1s not the pirpose of 

this atwly to suggest reasons tor that nlg].ect, ~t rather to s ' est eoae 

possib111t1ee 1n d.eal1ng with this perl.od • . 'ftle probl• beaoaes obn.ous 

after a sm-vey of the llteratllra. In 1?01, the Iroquois •ergecl as one ot 

thrN •great powers" on the trontiara th• diploaatio and milltaey equal of 

France and land. In 178.J, they- w.-e pol1t1Clllly "an4 sooia.lly shattered, 

living 1n enclaves in western Oan•da and New York a.t the mercy of the~

lish and heri~ goTC111ents, How did such a trans1 t1on take place? .l 
' . 

stud_y of the neg]. eted yea.rs froll 1701 to 1?6J 11ay otter soae tentaUTe 

expl&na.~1ons. Speaif'lcally, it is eugs.ested that a _study of Iroquols-BD@• 

llsh relations with regard to the western frontier between 1748 and. 1764, 

stressing Iroquois politioal prooeases, J111Q' r9'1'-.1 blDy' et the probl•s and 
. ' ' 

issues that accounted for the fracturing and dealin of the Oonteitll:'&Oy in 

the late eighteenth century:. 

'L'he 1748-1764 period ~oduoed a rlUllber of changes 1n the relat1oneh1p 

of the rive Nations to the Eagl.1sh colonies an4 hoae gOTerraen~. During 

thie t1ae1 tho old Covenant tbain ralat1onsh1p, llhich ba4 bound the Iroquois 

and. English closal,y together, was weakened and drastically alt.-ed. The 

, ~~-off system, essent1al to lre4.tJOis auteJ101V, was shattc:ed.. Ireqµola 

1~e one significant exa.ption ls Randolph a. Downes, apun~F,e• LtJw YPPS Ohio (Plttsb11rgtu UnlTC"Blty ot Pittsburgh Preu, 1 • 
e purporU.ng to see th• perloc.\ f'rca 1720 to 179.5 froa the In41an's 

Jtrspeotive, Downes oonoentrat.es largaly on li:uropeu. policy and deols1on
•k1::,g. 

VI I I I ,.- I \ ti LI AR 
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power, 1n real tar1H, 4ecllned. Westwarcl expamd.on, attar a ocapara:U.Ye 

lull of &ixty years, again posed gra.Te threats to Irociuoia seourit, and 
I I ! • • I 

prosperity. In short, ~1'e per1?d _ofters. a. .~ber of ,cr1t.1oal situations 

8 

< ' ' 

that aoted on Iroquo1e-~11sh relations sillulta.neousl.y. These situations 
• • t • .. 

ott,rr a oontext within lfhioh to e.xamlne the polltioal processes of the Five 

Natione ~ 1n which to aaoartat.n the natur,e ot the Iroquo1~ •League" • . 
I t ! 

A study ot Iroquo1s~lmgl1eh i;elatioms in th, weet ~ 17'-8 to 1764 
• • I ~ • ' 

suggests several speoU'1o queet1onaa . what men and issuea, both Indian an4 
II , • I ' I 1 , , 

~sh, shaped ti)• d.ais1o~uk1,ig process, what ,'tfEe the .aot1YN bebln4 
. ..' . . 

Iroqao1• actions and ata~ect pol1qtee, 4i4 the F1•e lat1one euooesstully 
' ' • l • l . 

ac!a.pt to ab&ngee in frentim: diplom.cn in 'Nbat ways did the Iroquois d.e

cisio~ng gtru.otu.re _&r!d. prooeee change, and lffl&t alem~ts persiet-4 . . . 

throuahout the period? In the deois1on-naking_ process, whl ..-. the leaAarat 
, I I > , I , , 

how did the defini t1on tit "leader• ch&Dge ever tlae? Finally, what was the 
. ' '' ' . ' 

natttre of the Iroquol L~8' What kinds or f'l.mct1o~s did .1 t perfOI.'11? 
) . ' . , , 

Did 1 t . °'ntrt bute to tJ!.e Iroq'-!-ois ablli ty, to adapt to . the ~ng contarl 

of relations with the Brlt1ah colonies?, 

The fifty years pnor to 1748 had ~tnemse4 a ~ntinu~e, 1nde~a5.ve, 

spa.rrlng betwe~ France a¢ ~.., .in Ifcn'.th Allarloa. 'l'h1s aontllct was at 

once eoonGllie, g~~ael., an4 ~11 tioal,. 'n'l• aatibta., of the French 

col<?~al. economy 1n N~ America h&tl long bee1' the fur t~ • . By the ea4 

ot the s~enteenth c~:tur,y, FrenoJ;i Oanadiane ~ bM;!l. tor~ed, to~ farthc: . . 

west 1n order to ob~ prl.JH ,pelts l~ euff1clent 9.uantlty to SIIJ>pnt the 

tnde. 1.5 In English New fork and New England. the trade ns al.ao an 11lportant, 

1-"rhe Canad1.an trade an4 the probleas it created. tor France are ev•1ne4 
la Vll]iaa J. Eoclea, DMe 1p 6151• (In lor)u Hup.- • Row PuWm ... , 
1972), and VU11aa J. Eccles, 'J.'beM.c!ian :r;:ont1Fe 15J't::17€Q (Albuqu--..ue, 
Uld.Teai ty ot :New lluioo Prna, 1 • ~ ~ 



b t b,r no aeana vital, 1:>11s1ness enterprise. ·In orclc- to protect its t.rade 

.from English competition, France toillld 1.t neceasa.-ry to prevent the penetra• 

tion of the rea.t Lakes region and t.he Illinois country by Englls..~ traders 

and settlers, •ro do this .it was neoees&r,Y to bontrol t~1e river systa.s 

that led ' to these regions. Through the . use of a1ss\On stations and forti• 

fled trading posts, the French eventually , guned control over the • 1.aga.ra 

portage, the strait a.t Detroit, and the lo er Ohio · alle.r. 'l'he objeat ,waa 

to cr•t• an arc of sattl•enta and ailitary posts froa ~ebeo to the Gulf 

of Mexioo which would -prevent English penetration ,beyond t e Appalachian 

' Mountains. S ch a program sea1.ngl.y reached , trui tlon when, in. 171 . , ew 

Orlea.ns was e3t&bllshed at the mouth of, the Mi sissippi Biyor. 

9 

Pol1tical1y, the struggle centered on gaining oontrol, 9r at lea.at 1n

tluence, OVEII' the sevan.l dozen Indian grou,ps occuwina the disputed lands. 

These people held. the .ke.r to the stlcoese of either Fr~nch, or .Engl.1eh policy 

relative to th~ west, for th•M -Indi&ns suppl,ied tb• !µre eaeential to the 

trade and eff'eotiveJ..y oooupied the . lands both powe1:a sought. 

The Iroquois of c.ntral . lew. lork had always pl1t,1ed a. ei nl,flcant role 

1n ,this iape:da.l oonteat. . By virtu•, of their gapgra.phio lo~:t;ion, they 

stood between the French in Canada and the ~ieb in New Yctrk and to. the 

south. Further. the westarn .11•ber of their confederacy, the Seneca. ocoupie4 

'both sides of the · iaga:ra. por.tage, . the stra.tegic Unk between the st. Law

race Valley and the upper Great I,a.kerh .. 

'1'he Iroq· o1 dealt creatively with the changing oirc,umsta.~o•a of the 

-.rly phases of the struggle. In tact. their involvement began as an •x

\ennon of the half' century-lone; trade ·wa:t'.t'>, durtng wh1oh they had att•pte4, 

albeit uneuccessf'Ull:r, to 4r1ve the Frenob a.n4 Frenoh-al.lled Indians troa 



the fur hunting gr-ounds ot the eutarn Great Lakes. English sol1c1tat1en 

ot Iroq,JOis a111tary a.id after 1689 allowed the ·Five a.t1ons to pursue 

their otm NUb1t1on"3 'id h the support of English weapons and manpower .• 

. ecogn1zins their ... trat~io location relative to the two European 

powers, the Iroquois wsre able to gain su'batantial conoesaioW» fro.a 8&Cll 

s1de in llna of trade, weapons, and guarantees of sacuri ty and allia.nce. 

10 

'l'h1s attempt ti, bala.noe enoh and English !)C)Wer in the t est as ineti tut1on

al1zed in. 1101 through a ~e~ of negotiation which c1.tlm.nated. in' two 

t:r.ea.tiea J one signed at ontr eal, the other at Albany. 'lhese treaties 

established the "play-off" yt3tem, whereby the Fi e ~ ations so~t to main

tain tha1r own power and ecurity cy maintaining a state of armed neutral.1~ 

16 
in the :face o! ~ opean expansion e.nd conflict. This amounted to a. d1p-

lOI11at1o revoluttor , maki ~ the Iroquois not only the diplomatic equals of 

the Europe&ns, but the indi pe lble partnera of both sides. o tha li'renah, 

the Five Uat1o s pr011l1 ea, neutn,.llty and. a will1n.:-ne$s to al.low weotern In

dians pa. . ~e thro 2: Iroq ol la.nds in ordsr to trade &t rontreal a,nd other 

po t s . To the li~h, the-ir traditior..al. tra.d1 partnerz, the Iroquois 

pledged ooope?:ation in bringing westeirn t:r.1be• to Alba....v for trade and, in 

a move of i,:ome significance tor latm- ffents, oeded for defensive purposas 

their we. te:r.n. lands. 'lbese land~, e peci&lly those in the ppar Ohio Valle, , 

would, in t e co $8 of t e next ntt:, yea.rei , become the focal point of a. 

PT:Otr.aoted and d9c1s1ve conf'lict between Engl.and and France. 

--------·-
16ror the det&Ue of t he 1701 treatiee e.nd Iroquois policy at that 

tlae, SM Antho!Jl i'. c. JlaU aoe, •0r1g1na of Iroquois N811'tral.1 t11 The 
Cranct !ettlament of 1?01", Pi,pnsylvania History ~ (1957), 223 .. 235. 
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The Iroq_uoie pollay ot ane4 neutr&Ut.y worked well clurlng the auooee4-

1ng tour d.eoad.ee of international competition over the trane-Appalach1an 

ationa, auoh to the 09nateirna.Uon of their Eng11 allies , "remained. on 

their •ts• s.nd allowed the F,urc,pean pow£s to wage wm:- on each other. 

There ..... little th&-t the aolony of New Torie or the royal OYermnent coul.4 

do. Any att•pt to force Irequoie partialpation could alienate the TflrT In• 
I 

clians who protected. the aolon;,•s weatarn frontier. 

During the period b'oll 1701 to 17"8, treaty relations with the ~ish 

becaae Mre coapl.ex. This is beet illustrated by traal~ the evolution ot 

a tr•tr institution known u the COYenant Clla1n. 'ftds te:rm wae used aet

aphorlOILlly to describe the epeclal relatienehip that had dffeloped since 

the llid•seventeenth century between the ftTe Nations, Dutch, and Englleh 

gOYernaents of New York, Under this syst•, the Europeans recognised the 

Iroquois aa the doalnant Indian group ln the region and supported th• in 

their control over the Mahioana, th£ ee-called. • 1 var Indiana•, and. later 

the Delawares ancl ShawnN. In return, the IrocJ.uois were expected to guard. 

the western f'rontier, using thair 4.ependent tribes as aux111a.r1ea, and to 

police the west for their Dutch, an4 later, English l)&rl,!lm:s~17 

By the m14dle ot the eighteenth century, this Oovenant <lla1n ha4 been 

enlarged. and. extended. to include other colonies, notably Pennsylvania. In 

17.31 that coloDY' 1nst1 tutional.11194 1 ta earllar 4.:11.ngs w1 th the Iroquois by 

lnrttlrig representatiTea ot the Five Rations te Ph11&d.elph1a. A counoil t1re 

l? 
For the hiatorl.ca.'.l developaent of the Ooven&nt Cha1n id.•• eee 

i'rancis J enniugs• "The Const1 tutional. Ii.'Yel;ation of the Covenant '2lain", 
"991pc11ne;, ot th• emcan Jlh1lolfRN.ol1 s,c1,t1 us (1911) • 88-96. 
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wu sya'bollcally ar•te4 an4 a t.n&ty nepU&te411hareb,r th• Quakar oolhJ, 

at the NbNt ot lta Indian agent., Jm• Logan, ent.are4 the Cll&1n d Mend.

abip. Th• NMOU were sS•Uu 'M tho•• out.111194 aboYe1 reoognlt1on ot 

Iroqueia o1&1a• et 00111ueat eve othar trlbee &n4 l&D4• in return for live 

H&tlona help 1n • u,aging the tnnU.c. SUob •--a••• ,.. •••a&rJ t.-
th• proflt&ble aalnt.eaanoe et the fur tn4e an4 1an4 .,..al&Uon aah•••18 

As a reault. ot tbla arrang ... t, the Jtmuylftld.a offla1&1.e aalmowledged. 

Irot,uoia Mll!D1on OYC th• SUIMl\lthuma an4 Ohle V&lley lama an4 oontnl 

OYar tbe In4'S.ans oooupyiJtg tho• lan4a. To the live l&U.ou, thia •ant 

mpl.y reoopltlon of tb• tra41t1onal J&ttcna ot autual obllg&t1ona tb&t 

ba4 bNl1 W1'ke4 out ff£ •-.-al 4Nl4N 'betwNll the OOnteur&Oy an4 tribe• 

who, for a Y&'riet.y ot r .. u, ba4 plaoed. tbeuelve• untc Inq,uol• pro

teotion &n4 M9Snal oontnl. To lngllalaen, tbia arrug•ent •-nt the 

e1aplln.•t1•n ot Indl&n relat.1ou b,r placlng all n ... tJ.&U.ou in the ban4a 

of th• Irotuoia OOWlcdl. at O•ndap.• Vb&t thia a-.zat ln praot.1.aal t.,.. au 

be illustrated b,r the DD1f fuoua 17 .. 2 Pbil .. el.JbS,a oont£eDoe, held to Nttle 

Uttarenoee that. ba4 ari•- OYar the-1m ""1.Jd.ng ·l'urob&M. When th• lal&war•• 

llnught 1n. Vlth • little wunt of pnapU.ng frOII Logan' • agent.a, tbll,J' 

pibliaally 1IU'M4 th• Dalawana t.o T&O&te tho · 4--4 1an4 an4 rlMYe to a 

a,ot 4eaign&te4 by the O.ndag& oounaU.19 

18
Antbon_y r. a. Yell•oe, oo~ V,S.ur1 lH°• b1!fti.of gplo;t;t 

PM lloha11k (ltln ade.lpb1&1 u111variy et P9Dlf7 ~ Preu, 3), JI&• • 

19ror a t.nditlonal oxplam.t1on of thia went, ... Jull&n P. Boyd, 
"Xnd1an Affair• ln Penu,rlftld.&, 1736-1?62•, ln 01.rl Van Doren an4 .Jullan P. 
~. ecla. • Je!1u tr•»• h1ft."'4 )Y lr•1a !z:tRNJn, 1136::1762 (19,a, 
~t Ann Arbtr1 UDiv...S.'7 entllu1 19?7), PP• XDiU-zxxlU.- 1or & 
1911fliotJ.ng ethnohiateriaal. ,--a,eot1ve, ... J'rancd.a Jenning•, "The J>el&.-re 
~-. Penp,rJ:msa !MHlnt_tf neor, an4 B1ograw 89 (1965), 17-..199. 



lJ 

Ooupled. with the wi~ ~ -ot the OoY--.nt a.1n wu a ah1ft ln 
.., • ' I 

• , • I t 

Iro4a.uelis popilatlon dllriDg the t1rat teur ....._ ot the ,eipteenth oantmy. 
> 

. P&rilodlarly aft£ 17)0 • large maNre ,of ~1• people ha4 allrate4 into . . 

I) : I, 1 ' ' 

Allegheny. The r•aou tor tb1a ldgratlon ••· at111 .unclaz,, but ~oocl lhart-, • r' . 

age• at hclae bu bee auggeate4 u one po..S.ble explanaUen. 20 · ·The reault. •~ 

tbi• tnupluUng ot Iroquola ~•-... t.he al.ow, but pc-,t1:a»1e, 4-alop-
, 

cue .to 4et1ne &l1Y &114. &11 ot the Irot,uoie tbm. ~ding cm the ~bio • . Vb&t 

WU to be Mre atgnttt.aant WU t.he ~ of ,.UUaal _. aultural. auto111117 
• • , I • • 

that 4ffel.ope4 along with~ uw l.~ty'! ,, Vbll~ at111 noalnally su~te 

to t.he lro4luois in lfew Ioztt, the N1nge baldt,11•117 atre•1ad. t.helr ~• 
' l • • • 

L 

The ~oee that bad. gw--4 ~uo1 .. ~llh ~tl--~ 

balt a omtury suddenly abange4 1n the aloalng_.y--• of the, llffentem fort1••• 

llginning wS. th ling George's ~•• ffent• , toot p1aoe that ~ the tOIQlda

tlon on whiab reatecl the oaaplu:lty ot rel&Uonabl,- tlat UGll1'N Irotuola 

JOHr an4 inllepeadenoe. Two ...... ·1-te, 1n 1768, at the tz-•v grounu 
near J'ort Stamd..x, the ~•e laUon -44 taoe an~ a.tt.-ent •et of 

alraua•tanoe• ~ t.h,O• that W pr..Uecl •lnoe 1701 • . 

lluab ot Irotu,ol• aulture clur1Dg the f1fty yaz,a Ntore l?it& bu llllrTived. 

btaot, aDll the n.ve latlona 8'111 retlecrt..a 1.111Gb et tbe1r tn41U,01181 aust.eu, 

MU.eta, an4 llteatylN. At the -e tlae, 111atalne4 aontaot 111th lm:o,-na 

11M 11:rOUght a mm'Nr ot Gbang••• Nth 1n •tari&l aulture an4 1n atUtudN 

20nnn... Prvw1l an,, P• ..,._ 
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an4 eec1al structure. 

Whll• accurate t!gures for the period. prior te 1768 are lack1ag, in• 

diaations a.re that Iroquns popul.at1en reaalne4 relat1Yely stable throughout 

the early eighteenth century. Betillatea .... by anthropolegiate and ethno

grapbara have pl.aced Iroquois populat1en t«r the period. at betvND 8,,500 

and 15,000 peeple. 21 In 1 ?6J, S1r ¥1111 a• Jobnllon, Indian Superintendent. 

tu the nartharn oelenS.ea, sent an enuaarat.1en fd all tribes 'Id.thin bis 4e

partaont to the Beard. flt Tra4e. Thia list abowa the 11.Ye Natlena, exolusS.ve 

ot listed depen4ents, to b&Ye a total flt 1,9-'> warriors, 1'biah would. place 

the tetal. popllation at between 8,000 and 10,000 peeple.22 l'urther, sisable 

JlUllbars of Iroquois bad ldgrated. westward to the Ohio Valley anc1 Lake Kri.e. 

0IDrad Velsc plao-4 their mabc- at '.306 fighting aen, er a· teta1 popilatlon 

et perhaps 1,2.00 people.23 

'lhese 9,000 te ll,000-ocld. Iroqum.a nire lln.ng ln a large ma.- ot 

Tillages, va.ryina 1n Bise fra ...U huntillg aaapa te aeai•pent&MDt towns 

1111ch as C&na,Jobari• aD4 Gennee. :e., the 111.cldle ot the eighteatb oentur.,, 

the clasaic l•ngbnae bad. g1•• _,. te 8111111.- 4Nlllnga 1n •at tewna, amt 

awakadecl V1llages were a th1Dg ot the put.Mo lfrltten mctenoe tds to ln-

21J111Saa H. l'enten, "The :tr.iuna ln Rister.,•, 1n lll&llff Burke Lea
•at and Nanoy Oestniob Lurie, ••• ffii1' ~!rd2MI \n H1fts!a) 
lslPtfU.•• (New Yerke Randa Reuse, , PP• 3.5. 

22.Emaaratlen flt Inc11us wl tbln the lerth.-n Deparlaent•, ln Edaund. B. 
O'Callagban, ed., poppt,• !!e to thf Oflo1t} 'ldmsfz.Jr st&t.f ff la XPFi· VII (ilbuy1 vwt, na a 0.JUT, S? , PP• z • 

Zli.wrenoe Henry Gipaon, '1hf Brit.lib !mln Bp(ffl the HB191P ll,r-1:ieu• IV, ~= ot I-UeeJ Moti~lorth Aur1J S.Utb flt f.le k, R I i• = (In ?mu •• Inopt,~k?), p. 18~ 

-...U..oe, Petta et l!l¥rt:b 2' th• 89191, PP• 22-24. 
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41cate that the Ir0qt1oia were lln.ng in a '1114el.J' acattere4 state, or at 

l•st 1 t appeared se ~ seaurl. t1-ain4ed -1iahaen. Thar•, are rep•ted 

references at tr•ty oontm:ences of request. that the Ji'i.Ye Natlona b&ak 
' ' I • ' ' 

to the olcl ways of living tegether in large, . forlif'1ecl, v1llages, · &04· step -

U. viag in such a cleoentrallsecl oondi tioa. The aentirmiDg neoesal ty of · 
, I I I I : I 

hunting to~ tura '1111¥ 1)&rtl.y expla1n this t.eadenoy aa ldght alao the SJggNt-

1.on tb&t tud.ne, or at lee.at loaal too4 shortages, were pleguing the ft•• 
0 I I \ • 

25 , · · ations at th1• tiae. l'renah lliaalen atatlena and trad1Dg posts auab u . ' . 
those at Oanptohle &il4 · lap.ra al• bad th• effect er dra1d.ng -e Iroqueia 

Th ... T111agea &nil their ooaupmta etoo4 at the oenter ef a vut exJIIB .. 

of Irequo1a-ownecl, or dM1nate4, te:r.d.teq. Aaid.e b'a the tra41t1onal. 

blllelan4a along the llohawk an4 Geaea• 11:t•ara, the lnq•is 1&1.cl o1a!.a te the 

su..,uehamla Vallq, the Ohio Valley aa tar u the Gr•t Kana• RiYer, the 

aouthern shore of Lue Brie, an4 to. aettlaenta n~ the - of Quint. en 

the north.-n shored I.alt• Ontario. T• the mrth, their lan4a ext-..l te 

the St. Lawrence RiY_. an4 the IIOWltalna of Vm:aont. lluah of tb1a 1u4 ba4 

-• to the riY• Natiena ~ the tn4e an ot the pr8rieua outury, or 

threugh G1&1aa 1111pporte4 by lnt.re•W Baglilb _._..mta ae ,art of the 

Onenant Clla.1.n relatlenablp. !heee 1an4a ..-. ooauJ1e4 by a ftri.•tJ of In

Uan people, repreMllltlJtg p&rla er all d tribee 'tlM W been clia,o•••• 
'1 the omab1ne4 effect• ot cliN&H, war, ..._ lan4-h\lDIZ'7 llJropeua. Vhll• 

CUterent in tm:aa d aulture an4 blawr.,, th••• people were l.eok• upon as 

-•• et the Irequaia Oent---.oJ'. flley •~• aa lta •props• an4, in 

25a-,ort of 11Jn4art W•P• ln Doouapta h)•t1Yf1 VII, PP• 101•102. 
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return for helping to protect. the '1.Ye lfat.1ona, they were g1Yen lan4, aeaur-

1ty, an4 an oppartwd.ty to share in the Iroquois vision ot a universal, ,-a .. 

fu1 ocw•un1 ty aa taught by th• prophet Depnawida. In tams ~ niabera aD4 

the role ~eel l.Jl th• event.a ef the pc:1e4, Vie Dela-.rea and Sh&WM& 

oooupled a p&rtialll.a.rly 11lportant· peaiU.en aa 4e,en4ent tribes. 

Mat«dally, the Iret•1• in the 1-,,.0a w.-. llb8w1ng signs o:r a oenturr 

of oontaot with :tur tndllra, aarahanta, tamers, an4 othC' el•ents o~ the 

English oallUnity. Jiusketa, pl.on, clalleatio u1v1e, aloth, bright110l.k1 ant 

housebll.4 utensils were all Ollla01l B18hte in Irequei• vUlages by ~4 ... centur.,. 

This adoption et Eurepe&n a\erlat oulture had. led te gr•tar ~- 1n 

e111a aspects of Iroq•is aul ture. . A.a an. exupl.o, -.rt~, once a loaa11Be4 

affair of lillited. lapaat, was now beooe1~ t:urepeuised bo1ih 1n ~ of 

aethoda and obJectivea. The trade ware hll4 an eooDOld.c as w.U as & ~tural 

aot1Ye and bad resulted in the destruotion ~ whale tribes, mtabl.y the Huron. 

Guns had supplanted bows, an4 olubs bad. given way to steel ll,atabeta •. There 

was al• a rff0lut1onaz:, cb&nge ln attitudes tow.rd. war.tare. In chiding 

their English alliea tor· a laak e£ all1 tary' effort 118P:.' nst th• Frenah, one 

group of Iroquois suggested that the English shoul.4 follow "our u.nnar 
, 26 

J.ihictJ is to destroy a nation an4 there's an end ot 1t." 

· Howevar, aa Ant.bony- l'allace bu r8111.ntle4 us, wption et European goou 

cl1cl not indicate that Jlah&llka, Onondaga.a, car Senecas ware any leas Iroquo1an 

ln their attitudes an4 non-atci.&1 oulture.27 Bnclenoe suggesta ·tbat -av 

26.lxtra.ct trG11 Iudtan Papers", August, 1756, in Jaaes Sullivan, et. al., 
..... DII bePff• !ufY nu,- r,n, 1,. ftl• • (AlbuT• State UniY...S.ty 
-, lew York, 921• .5 , IX, P• • 

2?wa11ace, Death apt B•ld.rtb ot the Seneca, P• 25. 
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elements of Iroquois culture had su:r.vived intact :f'rom pre-contact time • 

a central rol life and the political. omen corrti1D.1e . to 

life of the Five .at1on~. e ola.n tem was till organized matrllineally, 

with the mothers of each olan 

tive to the vill e councils . 

en in a village electing a representa

olitioally, there is evidence to suggest 

t hat , as late as the 17.50s , uo'men l er e pl y-1 a.."'l influential r ole i n coun

cil, deoiaion-making, and leader selection. In 175 , at one of several. 

councils held t-ri·t;.,11 i r illia.m J ohnson, caro ady, the Ohio lalf- i ng , r e

quested that John3on ing the 0 111en up to dat e on eve ts, "for their in

n ue ce i s a t t er of no sma.1l consequence d th our fighters." Johnson, 

hard pressed to I eep the Iroquois faithful and actively employed i n the 1 ' • 

11 i nt erest, dllingly complied. 

Tha forms of decision-making appear to have ~urvived relatively in• 

tact i nto the middle of the century. 'l'he pro to eel of t l a council, the use 

of the condolence ceremony, and deoi on-maki throu consens·r:. a.re all 

Vf!irY muoh in evidence in the written records of the period. Jha.t does appear 

to have been changing wa the s ta. tus of laa.ders a.n definitions of l eader

llhip. Iroquois leadership oz ten appeared oonfusi to lruropea.ns ,1ho taJJ ed 

te one ma.n .- bile, 1n raal.1ty, negotiating . th ps of men and · men · o 

raained. nameless and facele s throughout the negotiati process. i dence 

indicates t ha:t y the 1740s n otiations with the i sh were be1 con-

ducted by :men other than the fifiy sachems of the Conf"edera.cy counall. These 

aan, the "Pine Tree Chiefs ", ere of less than sachem rank, selected by the 

Onondaga. council a s pokeflllen or messengers. The criterion fo selection 

28 .. J 
J• lOJ. 

nal or Indian Tmnsactions", 17.56, in Documents Relative, II, 
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appears to have been the nature o:f th• Pine Tree <lli.t's relat1onsblp 111th 

the English. Thus, rtllage elders such ae Hendrl.ok Peter of Can&Joh&rl.e, er 
I ' ' 

.Red H-4 of Onondaga, acted as points ot oontaot between their people and 

Eneliah otticials . 29 What has not yet been dete.'l.'ll1.ned 1s bow far these 
I • ' \ 

Pine Tre.e Ch1ete .ent in aotlng 1ndependentl.J of Onondaga or the vlllage 

counolls, or tdlether they' Ml, have been partly responsible far the f'aotJ.onal 

disputes that arose within the Iroquois OOlmlUility during the eighteenth cen

tuxy. ' 

F&ctionalJ.am, on an 1ntra-aon:l'ed.Eac;r an41nter-tr1be.1. 'hastes, was vcy 
' . ' 

11Uah 1n evidence by the llic!dle ot the century-. 'lbere ~s a reoe~zable 

pro-Frencb faotion within the Semeca that had 1te roots in the iaperl.al rl.ftl-
• ' 'J 

ritt,111 ,-.rlic 1n the oentur,.30 .~. aore obvious oont11ct1 1n tElt'lls of ita 
' ' ' 

appearano. in the recerda, -.a that between the Upper, or Oa.najo'ha:rle, Mohawks, 
• I ' • ' + " 

and th• Lower, or Fort Hunter, Moh&llk v111age. By the 1740s this oonfllot 

.... s to .ha.~_e beOOlle 1net1 tutiOnalll!!lecl to the point wher~ .references to aeet.

~e epec1f1cally 1dent1f1ed the "Clanajohar1ee and. Mohawks."31 The qu~ona 
I • • • 

that remain to be answfll"ed an to lfhat degree web fa.ct1ona11m wae long tam 
• • I O ! f 

,ff l!lhort-11,ved, and whether it . aan be attributed to issues. art9.1.ng f'rol!l oen

tact, or :rr.om purely Iroquois l!Otlt'Oes. 

29renton, "The Iroquois ln History•, P• 148. 

30vaUaoe, Death and fleblrt.h of the Seneof, P• 39. 

ll• .ln Indian Conference", february• 175.5, in Johnson Pa.pea, I, P• 4,53. 
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CRISIS II Tim VD'l'1 '1'IIK IIft'BR • VAR YEARS .• 

1748 - 1?.54 

Writing to his 00lo1>3 1 s official. 1nterpretc 1n October of 17.50, 

PennsylYa.ni&'s Prov1nc1al Seareta.ry, R1oha..'rd. Petc:a, mted that ''Indi&n 

a:f!a1rs are in a most laaentable oandJ. tion. Jt ,seems to me tha.t our only 

game to play 1 w1 th the Ohio lndians a.nd, TwightwNs. 1132 This ,statement 

was indicative. of a dr&11&t1o charlge tben, taking place in Iroquois-English 

ral&tiops in :the Ohio Country. Thie ~e was. 'bfs.secl 1&1:gel.y o.n th• dual 

perceptions of an 1narea.sed Frenoh thr•t ~ Eagllah OOIIUMJ!'Cial interest.a 

in the· Valley a.nd a. dearaa.se 1n ~oque19 ability to redres• the thr,atene4 

balance o~ power.. Acting on these perceptions,·. enn~lv&Jlla sought te pro

t.'!lc.t her i nterests by direct 1J1Volvsent in the a.ffairs, of ,the Phio V&Jlq 

Indians. Such a. policy s~ok: at ~he heart of ~e C9Yenant Chain relation

ship by w"b1ch the Five N&Uons were upheld a.a th• sole ba.:tgai~r.ig ag-.it and. 

pc,litical force 1.n the region. The ulUma.te re.sult ot this shift, in ' pollay 

was an Anglo-Frenah oonfronta.t.1.on 1n t he Oh1o Country, the disrupt.ion of 

traditional India.r.•Indian relations in tba regiop, a.nd the beginning of. a 

&ena:r:al oonf'lict that thre&taned the securl.ty &nd 1ntegrlty of the_Iroqu.ia 

Cani'ederacy and its position relative to TJ;ngls.nd a,nd 1i'rance. 

The story or the conflict on the Oh1o has been wall doo1.11Hnted and re

t.14, largely from the perspeot1Ye o't the European. partic1pa.ntg. What baa 
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been given taz less attention is the position an4 aotiona et the Ohio In• 

d1&na and the Iroquo1e in the y-.rs prior to the beginning of epen warfare. 

In particular, little bu been said on the question of l-lhether I iah per

ceptions conOe:!'lling Iroquois power ware correct. rurthe, there 1s a nN4 w 

undarstan4 Iroq is pel1cy in the Ohio country in the yea:t'e after 1 ?48 te 

datemine why the Five Nation acted a.s they d14 in specific insta.nces, _. 

why they- cbese net to &at at all. :Before pursuing this subject, it is neo

essary te renew concll. tione in the Obi• OGuntry between 1748 and 17.54 an4 

follow the behavior of the various participants as a arisis _developed. 

In 1748 , the Ohio Valley wa inhabited by a n.rlety of Indians, uny et 

whom had enly recently mewed into the region. The Vall.ey was clolll1.nated, teob

nically, by the Five ations, who had laid cl.a1a to it ae a reeult et their 

victory (l'fff the Erie and other indigenous peoples in the seventeenth eentur,. 

While few Iroquois 1nh&b1 ted the r on pricrr · te the l ~s, they enoourage4 

tta settlement by other b&nde and tribal greups in an effft't t• create an 

effective buffer bet een the Co~ederac,y proper an4 the westward aon.ng ,.._ 

pl.es ~ Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. Mueh_the saae situation pre-
, 

Y&lled 1n the Susquehanna Val.19)", where Delaware. Coney, Tutele, and Tu, aarera 

bands acted as a. screen between the Iroquoie and English settlements to the 

IIOttth. 

Miley ot the Indian who eventually eettl.ed in the Ohio Cou..."ltry moYed 

thRe to escape the same kind ~ Inglish enaroaohllent that the Iroqueis ware 

• amc1oue to s.veid. The •st e1gn1f1cant •f these groups was the Delaware, 

* began moving west in large numbers in the 17.30s, as their land,15 1n the 

Dela11are Valley ere expropriated by the Penns. Another group n.e the so

talled Ba.stern Shawnee , who ha.cl migrated into Pennsylvania :f'rOm the soutbarli 
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Obie 'alley and had moved west attar 172), A oosmepolitan natiYe po:pulatlon 

was further crea. ed. by the pre ence of the Trlghtwees, or iami, fro11. th-, 

Sandusky &nd Detroit areas, some ew band~ of Otta.was, the ·yandot wh~ mov• 

ed. eastward ~.uring l 1.ng , eorge's •ar, a.nd settl.•ents of Seneca, ohatrk, 

a.nd Cayuga hunters, 33 

. Mdenoe suggests that Iroqu~1s political: dominion over the Ohio Valley 

and 1 ts paople nas of recant origin ,and tenuous at beat, In 1748, at a con

ference held at Logstown on the Ohio, Conrad leisor noted that he had been 

approa.ahed ,by the .>eneca. Tanacharlson, who req1lested some trade goods to be 

used 'Y h1m ae pre ents, Tana.chanson and bis Oneida. counterpart,. ~~. 

had been dispatched by the Onondaga. oounc1l to uphold .Iroquois interes~s in 

t he Ohio Valley and to a.ct · speakarli for th~ officially mute "hunter" 1n 

the regi•n• Their appointment had be4m so recent, i;n £act, that they had 

"nothing in their Ooun.011 oag1 •• ~ either to ~ecoapense a Messenger or te 

get wampua to do b.lsines,, ., • 

During the decade prio:t' to 1748, .imglllilh t~e.rs, ust: ef them :f'rom 

fennsylvania., had penet.rated d.'9p lnt• Fr~ch dominated ten-+tor.r south of 

Llke ·Erle, SOme ef theae men ha4, siJl.ply .fallolfed th~ former customers as 

they moved into the Ohl• regi~. Others, . princ~pally G~e Croghan, . .ought 

to penetrate the French trading -.p1re and C,.aal 4irectly with Indians her.ta-



fore outside the English sphere of influenoe. 35 j3acked by superior quality 

goods a.t cheaper prices than the Fr~noh wsre offm;ing, Croghan a.nd his 

' ' 

.. f ello · businessmen ere making . a. shambles of the French t.rading network, 

driving French traders from the field and, tar worse, draw.1.ng looal. tribes 

1D1,0 the u.ish trading esta.blielment. , S.e groups. sich aa , the Miul an4 

Wyandot., plzysioally mqved east from Det;roit ta· aettJ.e 1n th-,~~ 

Miami liver valleys, aloaer to Ilritish gQOds a,n4 Irrl.tieh JJ+Otoation. 

'he result of I.his eoctnoai:c aoti vi ty ~• • t,be t..nnaf'eraa. tion of , a prwloua

J.y paacef'ul. region into a ~ckpi t of Anglo•Fren.ch collf'lict for economi~ 1 &lid 

political control oi t.he a.raa. 1th the sudden arrival of nUlllerou~, well• 

si1pplied 7' i sh t r ade.rs, the delica~ balance o~ povrer 1n . t he west had bND 

upset, Faced. , th ,;,ngli h invas.1011 a.nd the loss of their own western emplre, 

the •rench reacted CJ.llickly. Their reaction, like tha.t of the ·~nglish as aug• 

gestod by ,ichard retara, -.. ~s · adioally diffcn-ent i'ro2 wr.iat ha.d. bee!l C01111Mm 

1n the :pario pi;·ior t.o 174c., . Inst~ ,or ..,.orking diplomatically through tba 

!roquoio to 1:emove the · ngli~ trad.ei's ~nd. resw:re the baJ.a.nce of pow·e:r, the 

i'rench rlet ,, in~d on unilateral mill~y a.at.5,on. Ft1.rther1 . 1;h&t act,101 was 

not aimed at reatorine; a for.ater cond1t1ons it was aimed at c.b:1.ving t}:l~ Eng• 

lii;.h fiom tl e ea. and extendirig •'ranch ~uthori ty over the entire trans

Appalwhian :r-~ion. The logio ~nd sucb a p1.a.rl s8eill;a, similar to that wblab 

pr pte<l a shift 1~ •'nglish po+1«;ri at the same tlnl•• the realiAtio~ . that the 

ve lations could not or wuld not aot effectively to maintain the bal.a.noe 

ot poue:c i tba wost, '6 In 1748 , a.a the F'J:."ench began ma.Id. fJ plans for their 

3.5 
xcellont suaax-y of Penncyl vanla • s trading aot.1 v1 t;y on the Ohio 

Jllrler to 17't8 1s teunA 1a VUliu A. Hlllli.r•e "Tra4ar8 en the Ohloa 11)1)•, 
lftts:a Pennsylvania ·r1;t orlcal i:'!waMW 35 {l9.52) ., 8.5-92. 

'6wall.a.ce, peath Y4 lebirth 9t the Seneca, PP• 111-14. 



m.111ta.ry mreap of .the Ohio Valley, Pennsylv~•s offlcialb were taldng 

thei 't" t1 et, unce:rta1n. stet> &wa f'ro the COvena.nt j&ir. a.nd to ·a.rd a ne1· 

, ind1a.n policy. 

It ma~r be ar~eued tt t thi~ change in English policy toward the Ohio In-

' 
dianc,i and i~he e t ia np'.l,ann and t,hat ~eJ')nsylvanla, and la er 1 ;ir.1a, 

.. s1.roply took advantaee of oircumstaneee as the,/ develeped_. The ~am(! may. be 

sa.1 of. the 1o Indians, who acted to AeOt • the esJ.. po s1ble pos1 tion tor 

them.solves 1n the fa.ea of a grc)i.dng Anglo•l'renoh compet:t tion for a re9.1on · · 

that the Indians stlll 8',W ~s the1r ow. Jut ho fa".:' thee P*:Ple .were 

t!!.lling t? o to ra:rd ma1nta1n1 their om security a 11lu trate(1 . ;y- t e 

·17'i7 eonfercnca held at Phlla.delph!.,1.1,. Thi T7leetin0 , npla.nne and aki . the 

• t'!'lis som what by su:r:r,rl.se, was held at the "t"oq11e of he c 1ef and ;ar-

rtors reprase:nt1 tho various Ohio Indians, inoludine a GUb ta.nt.ial number 

,of Iro oi • The pea,ke:r. ~s Scaro:..~, l!-bOse name appeared 1n the records 

torte fi.r. ttma. Concerned. s.b~ut the . wax the go1 
I 

on t-ee England 

and France, Scaro1ady, . pee. i ng tor the "youn- men", t"..aid. t at his people 

were mha!>J?y sith the dec1.s1on ot t,h "9ld men" to remain . eut:ral a H" 

wUlin'l to fie;b.t with t a Bne'J.ish, 1.f they oould. oo g1 en somet.hin..,. ot er 

than " tic s •· T1eker1ea" th ,~1.o.h to attack t e French. 'J? The "old ,3n• 

t enly wars the 

Obto In~a s w.Ul.1ng- to e gage in the wa.r 1n the hO!) of estab11 1:ng a 

,....__t English trade 1n their . region but, SO&TOU&d,y hS,nted, they 110u14 

en&'bllah their own cou.noll ftre the f'ollowing ye11:r. at tegetown and that the 

laOiah should OIWlcU with t.haa there at that time. 

The 1747 maet1 evidenced a strl!d.ng amount of independence on the part 

l? 
Wallace, Conrad Weiser, p. 2(,(). 



of India.ng t-dlo ere, 1n the eyes oi' the N.ve Nations, only •hunt , ~s" un• 

tit to aot as diploaats or c,oun.c1lo!'.' • The l1'.111m:me,..s of the o r1eopl.e 
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to take deeiei,Ye aot1en mil.9 the Iroquois remained a.loef' :rrom t c con

flict prc,l:IJ)ted Pennsylvania t,0 respond · by sending a. small l'J!'esent t o t,he 

Ohio, to be f'~llcmed ext , ear by a f!lll eonf'erenee at L 9to • The do

c1s1on ~ms not easily ar:rl.ved at and. prompted a: demte between Jamo Logan, 

l?ho w1..$b~. to a_1.nta1n the old rehtionship with t T:roq o1E1, a.n.d ·tho. e, 

including feif,.er and Riot,.Ard Peters, who sa11 the a.dvantaee"' of. d1:t'ect in• 

tervent1on 1n the Ohio Yal.191. In ·the end~ cons1dera.t1c,n.s of tT "·e n1' 

praet1oel.1ty mr- and Perm~lvanie; be~n to shift 1t lo s ta.nd.'t t'.1{!' po it1on 

re.1.at1ve tc Onondsee, &nd th.e weeter.n trlbel'!. L-oquttis roact1on t.o thi 

threat to the Oovenant Cht1n was p.retliota.ble, t muted. Prlo 'to d 'ta...---t• 

tng for Log to 1..n l?i.a, e1s~ met Tdth Shiekella.my, Iroquo1,.. ~ a~..nta,. 

tl•e on the Susq_ueMnna. Shiokell!l..m si ~ested that any di ect negotia tions 

with the Obto Indian~ were inapyr.:opr.iate and r?Ottld mde:rmin t.ho a.1 t.ho .1 ty 

of the Onon~n-a 00'.Jne!.l in its dP.al1 "'R with the e -- and ot er depcnde t In• 

41.ans.38 

"Aetore eise:r. could depart for Lo,,.stomi, e.nothe d.elegat1o ·of I ~ia.ns 

&n1.Yed. At L&nee.atm:-, in ·July ·of' 17ft.8, SC8.T.OU& ~ returned nth a. la.r clal• 

egaUen ~ 'l'w1.ghtnee 'Htlo we:r.e s eeking admission into the Covenant Chain. 

"-1 •Y have been ptOllpted to do so by Qroghan. ~t! •ther Engl.1 sh traders 

llht ba4 been active among these people tor . several. years. Speaking through 

~. the Twightwees- held. out the prospect or a lucrative trade ·1 r e

-. !'or English proteot1en, This protection ·wa.~ all the more necessary 

'8ns.c1., P• 262. 
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from .Detra11.. wants within the next f'our years would prove their cencern 

for secu...""1.ty corr ct. 'J:'be .liaJ11 allia.noe of'i'.red dazzling opportunities for 

Pennsylvania's tradars and aeroha.nts. Indiaations were that a successful 

tr a.t1 with the 'l'wight1'ee1> would result in sµtUa.,,, al+iance Mith itirtually 

all the Ohio and llllnoi$ tribes. h offar ~ t.oo good .to refuse. On the 

19th of July a. treaty liii.B concluded · y ;.hlcb tho M1amie were f:.Olamnl.y brought 

into the vcnant Cha.in a.o the. 1'1:rrQt..~·s" of the ~sh and Ix-oqu.oi • '9 

• · . 'l'IO thillt;s should ue noted here. ~·4-st, . i·' . wa.s the coloey tha.t wa.s, 1::Nitillg 

in a now !a ar to the ucrt eXJgJ1t , with the approval of the Ohio :W:-oquois, i>ut 

without 'the immediate ppoJ:t of Onondaga • .:.econd, he i.Iapo:rtance and. in• 

apo dar C/3 o:f' e ~ t:ci ;~a.s con.f'innEKi ~heir su-.t,.. as one o~ the 

t han a. ... "n phew" or "ch1l4" , t&!:!llS ~.at ro£1.ectoo. ~pan4ent. 

ta.t.ls. ' I 

· elsel: • s arxlval Qn ~ .Ohio and ~;ici:.,a.ti~n 111 the. llgh~ ot 

ta. council fire a.t Loge.to iU• . ermsylva.nia.'s qba.nge 1n policy -was virtueJ.ly · 

OO&pleta. ....:c0D0mi ··consid.rations, co i;pled -v.'ith the appa.ren re:fu~ of the 

Iroqil01s .to act · tl: oolocy'a intares;.., _against the rz:Emch, ~ la <;1:rect 

&Jlia--ces with t.h U·.J.o .Ind1a.i1"', both pro.i'l:r.a.bl~ ,and .r:rtra.tegicallY, necesa&r7. 

r~on or Louis ~•~v. Cel~on' G . cp~ tion o 17l 9 ~ t bs a.ppoa.r~ce in th• 

"/&lley of th .ronca.il:& · oth~ .... and. other , ~ .. a«el:l~S 1:xx.-oU6ht the t.wo side• 
\ 

th l dia.n'-' clos , to a. :re -:¥ o· the imptU"ial con:f+J.ct. 

v· in:l.a p::'Qvid.ad another• albeit egativ~, incentive i or tha Ohio In-



d1a.ns to construct alliances with the Penn~ylvanian • While ei er was at 

Logstown, a group of entlemen f'rom. Virginia were bleily organizing the 

Ohio Company- fort.he e;:reater exploitation oft e Ohio Valley and th great• 

er profit for themselves. Within t.ro ,Year. th y bad. ~ .spa.t ched their ad.

vance agent, Chris topher Gist. on a sco-.iting 111 .mon lnto the Valley, a 

mission oee purpose was the location of land ru1 table for sale an~ settle

ment by the Company ndar provisions Of its roya.l charter. , st's a.ppea.'t'&DCe• 

coinci<Ung a"' 1 t ~.id 1·d th 1ncr~sed JJ'renoh mill ta.ry a.eti vi ty ~ increas"d feel• 

i J18s o:f apprehension among ·th looal. Indiai, • "° Among thoa9 loek1 w1 th 

conoern at this s tra!'l " fir 1-d t t h'3 compa.c:_s :ere. the Ohio half-kin s and the 

0'10nda;<-•a council. ord (ff ,1st •.., m1ss1~n wa oertainl ~ansm1tted to Onon• 

a. IL Id.i s 1o ra.s ca:rte,tnl no eoret · s1noe, e_q, he st ted, he lfaa queeUon-
, ' . ,.1 

od clo ely by st spicious India..n_ about hi.s presenoe in the VaL1.ey. Aoting 

on behalf of V1r gi:'.11a, Com-ad eioer a.pproaoh~ the Onondaga eounoil with 

a11 1~1vl tat1on to come to ths oolony and t~illy clea:r: T.roq 101s title to 

the land 1 t ha s•ueotada la...nd that, in +,he opiru.on of the Virginia ~m:n

ment, " R al . ead,y 1d thi th det~_ned lbti of' ha ix,la?J3T. This the I:r.oquoi• 

re_ 1.eed o do, o1t1 the f'act th.._t auoh a. meet1~ was witho1 t prftoedent an4 

that . e d • bu 1ne rJ prevent.ed n~otb:~ion"". ot to ba undona by the sea-

1ng 1ntran · ence of o e gro-,tp of Indians, t,he Obie, Oompany had inst,rneted 

ca ,.t to nvite t h lo al trlbos to Vi~_nia tor th~ SBJ!le pu:r'l;,G:!e. Tho pre

va.1ling opinion seemed to be that ~gnatu.res were needed on a. deed, it did 

1M) 
Jennin_,s , "Im!iaM ' _ C'folut1on•, pp. :324-2.5. 

-.1 
Loi.,, • lkeArn, ed. , Oeor e Mercer er .. a t1 to the Ohio 

7 I .r Y&roaa t (Pi ttabuzgbt Ulli•...S.v e£ 11.tt.aburgb Preu, 19 . i-59. ' 
cam-
' 



not reaJ.1¥ ma.t·t;er ~se they llE&. At. &llJ ra.te, the Ohio Illd1ana, speak• 

'-2 
i n& thro - Ta.na.cha.r-ison, indicated t: eir r · eta.nee to a.t e d , 

· l 7.50 t.1100, he 

Z7 

? e or 1r _ facing a c.ri s1Q, ':'ha region , l o a Ga. · a.inst white 

e:xpa.ns1o , wa.:, n w t ~ 

t .. · esta. 'hoow,.:; and Cha'oert J onCc1.1re, :u.~1 t o h\;;j· l.i ·· . w.ui com • a.ud 

f vor from the local I dia.ns, So r;·t.hing oi' he 'lemma raw , ·u ·c.h . $,;; ln-

uia.ns ana. .,1 e ::;ic ar.1.bi.•va.l • . e of roquois policy a:l:. ·l,h ti,,ie ~ 1 

the careors of the t ·o hio :1a.J.f•il -:s ·1·anacharison a d 

Littl e in k ."'lO'i' a.rout either of t he li('.n ior o thei ax i val 1 the 

0 '"o alley ; in fact , J;f exact deto...-mina. i on of t BJ.nval i s fficult. 

a.nachariso. appearc to h.a.vo bean tha senior of the t •,,o, at l ~ t n a;1.1tl»r-

ity, eiIJ II'(, 0 ralf • -1 ' II o . J ca.J:.0 ' • 

the o:i.f1cial 1:.i t l - upon Tanachex1son ' a.. death in 17.5'' . That oo ... h Iil w re -
recent arri ve.l::; on the Ohio i te3.1~1f1ed :to thei r e· change 1 t · ei er 

1n 17 • ..vidence GVgg " s .,hat ~ha a;i:riv d eit.h i 174 01· shortl.f 1--

fore. ' .., oua · was p esent a·t. the 1747 Fh1ladelph1a. cor..t'e enca , w :de --• 

to ha e been his first appearance at s ch an event.43 

"he t i t le ••baJ.f- in_·" applied. t o t ese men 1s one example of the •,lll't• 

i or t ~ 

43x.s.ttle b1ograllb1o 1.nfonatien m.at.a tor elth.r Tanaobari•n eir 
OBXoua.dy . ON"eve , u eful :\.nformatio can 1:e found i .u willia.m A. I unter, 

the Penn 1 1 (Harrisb.lrgt The Pen!MQ'lftU1& 
wc~ortca.l and ff.tuse1.un Commise1on, 19 , ahpta, l, 21 Lois liul.k ea.rn, "Halt• 
-., Seneaa. Dlplallat et the Ohle faller', 11,esp 1!PH[lyap1a Hla,slftl 

J7 (19.54·) , 6 11 al.lace, Indians 1n f!Ml:Ylv,an1a., PP• 178-79. 



,-n tendency to e,auate IDilu rub an4 tuncUen• la watc-n tea. leltbar 

m ,.. a k1llg ln .,,,. l\ln,-n ..... '1'be1r •.-.1•• ,.._. waa NY.-.lT 

lill1te4 an4 auah d their autbarlt.7 ... to rut • BrJsllab, rathar than 

In41u, a14 an4 awptanoe. Ratbc-, th•• •• retlMte&l the ~Uwl In-

41.an Yi.• d realpr•al obUpUena ant -.-.ua1 autborlty. iaab au W 

'bNll at.apatahe4 t.e the fall9J' te rell14e Id.th, an4 NrYe u Intuela npre•-t.

at1Ye to, ene et the tw -.1or Iadlu gnu,- ln tbe ar•• Tanaaharl•n waa 

•-t. to the 001-..n, s~ te tbe Slaww, 1lbo knft b1a u ---•teotba.lM 

Their taak appean te h&Ye bem twtel.41 te aot, u the ln4pd.a .,.. ..... 

,n the gnun4 an4 to uJbel,4 clNlat.ena arr1Ye4 at by th• Onndaga OMUMdl, 

ware o;fftcdally mt.. Tm•, 1n a real --•-, alb m NrYe4 t• autara, 

one ln In Ink an4 wthar la the Ohl• ,an.,.. Vbat o•p'.U.•W t!lelr ,oai• 

tlen,.. the lnt.ntuotlon •f et.bar••~ Pelllllf'].ftlll& an4 YlrglJda me 

wuld. alee be autar•• It •bou14 alae be •t• that. the Nleotla ef theN 

w - • •t bap,eurl b,y &fll • -na. ,..,.ober'.••• a s ..... -. 119¥ b&Ye 

11Ye4 on the Oblo tor -• 79£•, -• Nleot.ecl u •,.keaaa fer the Del•a.r• 

dnoe that tribe tnAU.tt.,,.,ly l.Nke4 te tbe ..._ u t1mr IQNl,al ,n-

teotora d •tatbara•. Tile Onelcla bd a •1•1Jar relatleublp w1 th the Shaw

nee 1lho ba4 ldgrat. tna the SUapebanD& ,an.,.. Tim• the anelntunt et 

•~. &D Onelta, t.e aot ... .,. .... for that tribe. 

The pn• ar7 reapm•t.'blllty et tbe•e am - • t. alntat.n the Oblo Vall-., 

&a a 4eU1tarlse4 nglen Mil ene •ntrolle4 by the ~la. Tbl•-• aeo

e•-ry ln er4ar to enaure the •-aurt.v et the ..,_._t ,-,1•• and. to pre

Tllllt, the '1.Ye lfatlena tna N1ng clrawn lnt.e -,y iure,-n •t.mu1•• ·Iaanaa-



29 

1 y , t hi.::i polio~ beca.:i!la n't.ena.bl , · t the ~!&.lf•rtl "'S s aehl.ng .;:ngl.iah 

.11ilita.ry ae. e sion, ·::: e result . as a.id aga.in .t nhat they saw as 

cisel._y v t t he Iroqaois 

conflict t hat throot ened 

local li ical r a.tion • 

es had tried t o avoi a a i'n:ro an 

·i ty of t he e...,1011 and t . e s t abill·' y of 

o blame such ci:rcu, stance enti:rel on t o Ohio 

HaJ.f- 1d ngs 1 to 1 ore the na;ta.re OJ. tho situation in uhich t hey a t heir 

follower s f our d the.1t"'e1Ves. The position tha.' thoy ·re:re e cpected to liiai 1-

tai11 became or e and iaor c d1ff1c1lt i1 view of Cal n ' s expedition and the 

practically spea ing, i gnor e the ~litiaal r ealltie in the Ohio Co mtry, 

particular l y the wi ng poli ticaJ. and .rdli tar,y s1gnif1canca o· t e loca.1 

t i he ·• in.all y , i n the a senoe of direc·~ Iroquoi .. i tarvenf~i()n 1n the a:f• 

fa.:l:r s of. the r egion , Tanachar1i:..ol. a.nd )CUOua.dy were ulti!Jately forced. to act 

alono in the est 1nterost '3 o:£ their clla.r e.... and t he!!lsel. ve-- . '!.'hey were cen

SOI ed a.i1d at ti e ~epudiated y O o 1daea., yet they did aot positively a.nd 

craatively to p::cotect the Ohio .• u.ntry and i .s people f-..t.'Om i nvasion • 

.Between 1748 and 1754, ·the Ohio Indians, ·t.m:-ough t.he alf - : 

ln a number o· conferences and ea.ties with the goverffi1ents of Pe-.nnsylva.n.'\.a 

&nd Virginia. F-rom the Indian point of view, these oonference3 served to 

111.d.en the poli 1.ica.l gap between the Iroquois and their nomirial -wa.r-ds on the 

Ohio. They a.l~o served to enhance the newl y decl.a.red independent status of 

the Ohio I ndie.ns, particularly the Mi o I r oquois. In addition, these meet-
, 

bs a.re i ndicative of the continuing effort by the Ohio Indians to rk out 

an accommodat ion with the Europeans uhile mainta.1ning their independence. 

c consi derations 1nfluenced the e people to seek •nglish aid ta.inst 

l'renah, but ·he Indians oontinued, on a local level, the larger play-off 



a,sta that hacl beccae char&otarist1o of Indian dipl.oucy tbnugbout the 

pcied. lot until 1'7.52 clid tbe Ohio In«Uans give tao1t agrN11ent to the 

a111taz-y eooupation et tbe Vall9;1 and, -• then, mdence s iJgg•s-ts that 

the agreeaent -. aore 'by ~ ef a iOlJ. ti cal expeclisnt than a f'und.aaental 

ohang• 0£ peliq • 

The ftrat, &Dd ill aoae 1111¥1! •at .Sgn1f\oant, of theae oon:f'erenoes was 

held at Legatewn ill the rau of 1?48. The aeeting 11U hel.cl to oon:f1rll an 

alllanoe ar•t.4 1n July ~ tba't 7-.r betwean th• Twightweea a.Di the renn
aylvan.1.an• an4 Ixoquo1a. At the .... Ula•, Conrad Ve1ser, repreeenting the 

ool-.v, 1f&8 to give f--.1 reoogn1t1on to the nn aouncll f1re a.t Logsto1m, 

ae &DllOUlloed at the 1747 PbSladel.pbia wting. The Usbt.1.ng et th1• f1re 

wu a -.y11bollo act et indepan4moe n the plrl t the Obie ID45 an•.. It 

&11MUDOed to all, lnalucilng the J'1ve Nat.I.on•, their aelt-precl1•1• e4 statua 

aa oounoUore an4 d1p1 ... t • able w Gllmduot bl.lm.n- 1n their own naae.45 

laT1ng sei~ecl the be.lanoe of pow.- la the np.on by aot1ng ~~ d 

'- :n.ve lat.lone. the Ohio IncHue, le4 lll, the M1Dp ~•1•, ware frM to 

MgOtlate with Pawvlvama, Vlrgln1a, er the J'NDGh u their nn intveat.a 

diotatect. Th-, gratetully aooepte4 V.S.Nr'a gift of 1,000 ,-nu at.-llDg en 

..._,tot Permeylvuia 11114 vug1n.1a, bl.It_..• Olllld.t.aet othC' thall praai•• 
, ' 

te -.1.ntaln the tre4e and. give llbeltar te ilDgliab tr&tt.va. 

It ahould. be noted tbat the ohoioe et Legatovn ,u the new c»,S.tal of the 

lld.e Indians was no aooS.unt. Logatowa-• the bin of '.i'&neabvi•n and lfU 

"- •jor Irotuo1~ cmw,,pSt,y on the uppar Ohio. It appean that the li.6bt

bg Of the oounetl f1re there 8411"Ye4 to enhance tba ,.,,_. and prea'Uge of 

----... -.....,.. .._ ...... 



that aaaba aa ..U &a the-people he repreNllted. In tact, TanMbal:iaon .., 

ha.Ye been particul&rly sensitive about hi.a position as leader of the Obie In

dians. Upon lfeiser'm ar.dft.1. 1n 17'18, delegatee :tJ:ioa the Dela-.re villagN 

at Kuakuskis en the Mahnlng River to the north &eked that the oounc11 be 

moved to that site. At 'l'anaaha:deon'e urging, ·v•1eer retuaed., ~ that 

Logstown he.d been selected ae the proper lllte fft the awting.46 Thus lt 

appear• that the Hill-king-, ha.Ye been struak by a senae et his ow stature 

u the lccal pomrr broker. For llhat•er reason, 'l'anaaha:dson,.. heno.torth 

the acknowledged loader ot the Ob1o Indt.ana, Iroquola and others, until bis 

death. H16 t1 tle, mt not hla pcnrc, then puaed to s~. 

The ?'ranch expedition into the Vall117 1n 1?tt9, le4 by a.l.8EOn cle Blaln

nlle, and eubaequct rumors flt 1.ncreued. Frenah 11111tar,y actinv a1med at 

the area, caused tlw 100&1 tribes to act 1n an lnareasingl.y ln4epenclent 

-.nner. Tbla was particularly true fJf the Ob1o ~•S.s. Unable to rel7 on 

usistance :rrm the F1Ye Nations; 1lho oontJ.nued to • alntain a atrlot neutnl

lty 1n the a:ffa!.ra of the region, the Obio Indiana were foroed. to 4-.1 vltb 

cbrmg1ng a1rcumetanoes as best they could. '1'b1a in turn aioourage4 an 1n-

4eJ,endmt action and ~ heightened een.-se ,of ~ en . the part .t the• 

,-ple. This feeling was glYen "91ee at a aeeUng. b44 at George Croghan'• 

Aughwicit sattl•ent 1n 17-'l. The Mingos took the opperttm1 v at this gatb

arlag to voice tht-.1r d.isaatisf'action with the t:tw.t.aent aooerda\ tbea ~ 

t.W.r el.dare 1n Nn !em. In partie-Jl&r, the, wished. to recelYe pct ot the 

Jdoe reoelved by the Five Nations tar recent land oessions. Such, they talt, 



their u , 1c t ey ;e e of the •ive .'ations . 47 Fu...-...t -er, the e:r.ved 

notice t " ·e axe no · e ome a stro iger bo y t . ai n 1· e rece1v the · 

sent from o . :rot e •s t he overnor..., of ir ni.a a. ..... d Pennsylva.ni , and 

have got many to join 11s , and are eCOia a. Great ody, and de ire to e 

!'I en t i e of as su r and fo thi s p1rposa our nations b 

thia belt." 

pre ent 

32 

e a.rriv.;:.1 of _ .ench f or ces 1n t h~ Ohio runt:.7 a.lso ala.nned 1n eres t-

ed ' nlish pa.rti s and ~ ur.red. th <mn ~Yl va.nia i rgitua t o a ct ion. 

rlhile the . 1rros were coun"'ellin._. with o han 1n 17.50 , i stophe_ .:.1 t was 

naaki hi a.y into ·the Valley to fulfill h1 instructions from the :do 

Com • i st 's arri val co· :plica.te t e olit ics of the Ohio Indians nd 

far o ... h o:peans . For the Indians , .zi et was a ena.ce, representing as e 

did men ho na.nted l and, ot trade. 49 To enn· ylva.n1a., the prese ce of 1r-

J.a. ·ents r epresented a threat to t.he colony ' s expan . t rade wi th t he 

·estezn Indi s . o the • ench, he pr ojected ~ett l m ent of the O:!uo untry 

by Yirginia pos ed a. eeriou strategic th· eat ... ha.t ha. -to be met i ediately, 

by force if necasrory. • ch side too.- s ·l;eps to secure or enla ge i tR :posi-

t1en a.t the expense or he other s. . 'a.nachariaon a d he 01:'.J.o I n s ko· t 

thei:r fraedo, of action by refu. 

1rginia £or the sa.le of hio l ands. 

a.n i nvitat ion in 17.50 to n ot:ta.t e uith 

eiI. efusal may 1n • :, be e- 1n• 

eel b.Y their a.mbival.ent relationship to the 1ve a.tions, who lJOuld not r..a.ve 

ct1oned a y l and cession by local Indian~• ertainly 1 t was in the best 

47Ib1d., 4 pp. . 39. 
48 Ibid., P• 439. 

49Je ---•e,.., , "Inclians ' ·evolution,., P• 32.5. 



1ntflreeta flt the Ohle In41ans te r-.1.n tree of any 0011111taimts that Jdgbt 

jeopardi!Je their posi.tion relative to the French, lfhose Dlillta:ey stre~--th 

they reepected.. and enns:.;lvania, whose tJ:-a.d~ th~' nead.1d. 

GaYfJ:l:'!'.lO:t' .ialli.l ton of l?eim,'!yl vania., reacting to ir,;i n.ta. •::. movo , di a

pa.tohed !Jroghan to .;he Ohio region in 17.51 to ddt~mrlne the at.ti t.ucle of the 

Indians to a.rd the oonat.ruotion of a tradi:,g po. t. a:ld fo~t on · he Ohio. 

Qroghan's subsequant report, suggesting l ndian will1ngne3s to aoce1 t uoh 

an establiehaent. was rejected •ut 0£ baild by the pad.fist Ql.laker Assombl.7, 

tmis eftect1.vel.y nullUy1ng uy active role tor their colony in western 

'atta1ra. Political. and nil1i&ey 1nit1at1ves uong the English l18lf pasMild. te 

v1rg1n1a. Sil 

rhe Frenoh, unll1Uing u yet te riek an •pen oontlict with ilngl.&11d wv 

the Ohio Oountry, aeugbt. t.e parauMle cxr: terce th• Xndlane ef t.he ax-. to de

fect trea the ingllsh and eeek proteotlan and~ troll the Great Lakes 

,-ta. ln particular, the lrenoh wee 1nterute41n d.1aupt,1n,g the 1na:r•a-
... 
111g ingl.1P.h tracle ueng tbe JUula at Pickaw!llany, Wbioh trade threatene4 

the i'renab intareat ~bcnlt tb• lllinoia regt.a. 

v1rg1n1a, fer her Jerl, aought te eatailliah he :peei tlen in th Vall9J' 

"1 we tban aare 1an4, t1UN. Havlng aooeptecl Gist's repnt eut.Uning the 

1-Uen flf ad.table lu41 ant anxl•a about 'UI• J'Nnob presence ln the 

"'1en, awerner D1nw1clile toek atepe to oa•t a t.Tadillfl! &114 ,.s.u. tary al-
, 

,, .... 'Id.th the Ohio Indians u ·a bul.w.1:k agunet J'renoh aggression an4 te 
' 

ftU the vaamm a:r•ted. by Penaaylft111&'• cleparture trea the n..i.t.t.. The 

-.it d tbeee plane 11&S the 17.52 Treaty o~ Lttgetewn, which ame4 a alhu 

la ba.an-wh1. te rel.atiena 1n the Ohle Yalle;r. 

501&1. 
ll1lright, ~. pp. 43-'M. 



The Logs-town oonfaranoe in June of 1752 tra.s held at Vir~inia'..., re

quest t.o sett.le the lODg•ctanc!ing issu of a. 'bouncla:ey' betwoen th&t colony 

and the Iroquo1s--oont.rolled &rE&S in t~ 01110 el.ley. ~uah a. settle t 

was al.1 the lllGTe pressing 1.n l.7.52 1n V1Effl' o-r the recent. :royaJ. land grant to 

the Ohio Company and the continuing growth •f French 1n1'l.uenoo on the Ohio. 

Thero ls also SOl'lle 1nd1oa.t1on 1n the treaty 1'inute-. tha.t Virginia was also 

t:cyi.ng to iJIIPt'ove it trading position rela.tive to Pennsy1van1a.. 51 Aftm.• 

nearly two wee:<:~ of ba.Tga1n1ng and taJ.klng, the Virginia eommissionm:-s laft 

with a treaty that, troll their point of View, opened the V&lley to V1rg:1nia 

traders, Aettlement, and wh11lh,, far the moment, sat:tsfactQrily settled ·!;he 

boundary question. 

The agreement was negotiated not w1 th official del~tes fronl Onondaga, 

but with Tanacharison and other Ohio •ch•s. Only one dP.l.egate from ·the 

'1ve Nations as present, and his statue ca:amt aoaurat~ oe detm:mined 

tr. aurY1ving tr•ty reoordo. 52 That '.L'anacha...-ison ns the recognized spokea

llAD at the oo-1111oU cannot be danieda off1o1al talks did not begin until his -

ar.r1'9'&1. at Logstown on tbe 4th of June. 53 In one respect the trea.ty served 

to WIAerlin• the independent pos1 tion being t&kan by the Ohio Indians in nego

Uatuna w1 th the Englillh. On the othm- band, however, mu.ah aab1gu1 ty remain

• aa to just how auch indepandanoe should or could be exeroised and how ta.r 

'- lal.t-king's authority really went. 

To the Five tions, there was never a:ny question that the talks at Logs-

~b1~. , 1 • 

'3nu. 
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·town nre 1DVal14. 'lbrough acae 1111.sha.p, the belts prepared by V1rg1n1a to 

s«i:'Ve ao the of'fiaial invitation to t.he 'Onond.ega counell to att end the neet• 

turned truu over to the Ohie I:-roquois f oo." ell:v-ei.·y t o Ono uaga . ~- e :iz.-cq-.oia 

witJ;10u.t f onrial invitation, the i'ive i-ta.tlona r afuae<i to a.cl~o1tl~e any counoU 

. eld on the Ohio • .54 !!hetbcr the h ·oquoi m>uld l1ava a. ~ended had t he 1nv1 t&

t ion been received is open to speculat ion. A t'J.Jailar a t t.em. t at n o'w1a. ... 1on 

CONlise10!ter • and Governor JJ.i.nwiddie believed they were going to be negotiat

i ng with bonltiu delegates ot the Five Nations 1,e daaon3trated by the in

atr:u~ions isou-4 to the nflgOtlatore.55 As the treat1 progressed, Ta.nacharl

son did nothing to ~Y d11!11l.buae th.ell of this notion, although he did 

admhledgt9 bis 11lll1ted. ba:rga.1ning y,owm.- and that ••we must aoq !&int our 

Ooiuncil at Onendaga. of the attair, and whateoe-,m:- they bid us do, we will 

do, •56 I t •Y also have been that the Halt•king 'ffll.S attespting to tnVe tbe 

pr.-ohl.am to the Onandags, couna.11 by refusing to take My independent aatlon 

on attere of such uportanoe an land cess1ons and settlements. 

Fm T9.nacha.rlson's pm-epect1ve, a 11.mited alliance wit,h V1:rg1..'lia could. 

Nl'Te sneral pirpoees. l poww vacuum had been eraa.ted. when the Penneylftld.a 

AIINrlbly had 4ec1ded ne to suppor t, a f'ort1f1ed trading establ1ahment an the 

Ohio, It. was necesea:ry to tlll t hie vaeuum in orte,r to off•set French aot1v-

.54i."or the deta.Ul!I of t.h1s nta.tter, "'" Mulkearn , ._ .. e;rcet._,Pap8Ee• PP• 41:-14. 
5-\ogstow Trea.ty Kinutes , 147.i:;2. 

56rud. , 171. 



1 ties. '~e pre ence of a.rm~ f1rg1.nians 1;ould ce a. guarantee of protection 

o the Ohio Indians, who wer _ a dn& 111creaa1.ngly a.ppr he.nslve about the 

growth of Freuol mil1 ta.-ry po ;er on t.l1e Lakes and 1n the Ill1llois ee;ion. 

In addition, Vi.r in1a traders on the Ohio, competing with thei..: Penucylvania 

counterparts, woul.Q. help keep trade price .. down and inc:ree.se the volume of 

e;oods nee<Jed \v the Indiana, On a more personal. level, Virginia oocl.d also 

aid in l!la1nta.1n1.ng the status of tho Half-Jdn8 by reoognizing h11ll 8,s the 

eole rey.cesentative of the surrounding Ind1.ans. 

It did not take the Virginia comaissi•ners long to cut to the heart of 

the matter. In theil: OpelWJS rwa;i,i,: , they 'braught up the proposal. of a.n 

EDgllsh settlcnant oll the ,.South East Sid.fl o:f' Ohio", suggestillg that aich a 

settJ.•ant could se:rv• to; 

supply you with Goods auch Cbaa.per than mw a.t thit:l ' ia be a.fford-
ec.i they i r.t JJ. b "1!'~ r to Help in •~- fl ~· 11 shcn • cl. ·_.:, a I:. ,.M.:!r~1., aru.\ 
eGlle good an among thaa will be appoint.ad with Authod.ty to pw1-
i .:>h & r e.., train t .e ma:.r~ In~ : E> & ~ tnses t c-o f'req e rtly :>Jl'tll1i t·t..ed 
th.-e, b;y clieordat'ly white Paopl.a • .?t 

uob a propoaal -.aecl to otfc• just what Tanaaharison had been looking fer. 

He responded favorably by sqiDg that " ·l• therefore desire our Bretheran ~

Virginia aay build a stx'Ong House, · at the Fork on -the Monoagal.10/.~i, to 

keep such Goods, Powder, L9fMle neoeaa&'t'iaa as ,sbaJ.l be wa.nting, a.s soon a.a 

Y'9U. pl•eea • • • ,.!N 'llanachar1son ude & point of St..l68•sting the nd.11 tar, 

UMfttlnees of such &n establiehaent by hia specific refvrence to "Po~'tlar, 

Leade • • •"• A careful re&dir,g f1f the exchMlg• revaa.ls a fundaaental prob-

1• of .enant:t.cs a 'ranacbarieon•s •st:ron.. tuE'•"' was no·t V1rg1ni&' s "settl~ 

a9nt• • 'l'o the Half•k1n.~, strong houses or :F<f.!:'ts 'ffere fine, oettlam !its ware 

-
57 Ibid., 161. 

¾14., 168. 
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not . hey · ·oul end.a "'er th'3 ect 1 ty of the V lley' peopl e a '14:ell a 

d . ench . In 

ad it1on, lt t be bone 1n i nd tat T nae ison ~s i n co t con-

t a.ct d. th Delay :t'e and i.) w ee peopl o knew all t oo .rell t· t n et t1 e• 

ment" meant f o I ia s . edi tely ca t t he dif f e,...e~ ce 

and a.Eked., i n a. et a.ri son meant II ettl eme t" when 

e · d ns· o e " . "He an e. ed. 1n t O I e ative."59 tfu ' t v:O ays 

l at _, the commi s i oner a..qain 1 ~ed. the ' ject of a settl eme t , d a 

def initive ound.a.ry , •r ana cha -1 on r of'e ed. that 11 1 hav ni,t t e 11 ..,ower 

in anns on Ohio to aK 

C.i xc• s ta ces 1 ht -:ve :r ained a t ey "tre e, ·w:tth J.e 1e of su:p'l;)Ort, 

ifts nd little el e. e commi sioners we.r e , hoJ;ever , d.a-

te:rmi ned to r et with a t '.1'..'~--a t.y. To this end• "ha v p In,.. t . -

mel'lt of e1 ade at ancaster , & co· ta1n1ng a 

l'romise that the ndians i' CJll ' d no olest • ettl ements on the outh .;.1;aet 

Side c,f Ohio" , t ey ins cted the adopted anaca and actin.3 1ntarprete , 

Andre onto, _, to "confe:r ;d th _ atberen , the other .chaJ'!. , in private, 

on the b j ct, to '.ll'g e the ece ,_ t of such a . ett.l ement •, the eat d.• 

van , e 1 t ;ou ' d be to them• a s to thei r .ade or their e~rt ty. n 61 

recognized as a sachem by t he Iroqv.ois, did his job rema.1'..'kabl y well. 

ontour, 

ithin 

an hour e returned. and announced that lb e aa.chem " e:i:e w1111 to s1,gn 1 

3eal i n m ting, ·which ra. done ui tne'"sed by the GentleFten then present. n
62 

59I b1d., 169. 

00 Ibid., 1?1. 

61 I bid., 171-72. 

62Ib1d., 172. 



'l'hia havins been a.coomplis.hed, the oomissionars hastened to conclude the 

ooni'arance, depart i1 on the sa.me ~.63 

What a.r6l,lJlants i'tentour used in persuad1 ng ~ Ohio saaheas to sip th• 

treat.., or: what 1.ationale thQae mon used 1n agree1og cannot a detei-m1ned 

throuf,h any surv1.v1ng r eool.'Cia of the ocmferanoe. It ~ ha.ve boen · ha.t don

tour warned the nohem of 'the oonsequenoes to the Ya.1.111)~ should Virginia be 

forced to laa.va the region to the Franch. bet.her 'l'anacha:ris0n "'8.S prevaU

ed upon to psrsuad.e h1a fellow 'each.ems to sign ·the tr-.ty in ret.u:rn for SOiie 

favor is open to specu.la ion. It should be noted, howeve , that ~en: the nut 

three yeaxs , he did act vigorously on Virginia' bebal.f both in e.tt&Jftpt1ng to 

blocit the French 111.litary eceupe:t1on in 175:3 and 1~ le&d.ing Ohio warriors 

with a.-hington' s Virginb. force in 1754. By- that time he ns, at lea,st te 

Y~n1a, the unquestioned lead.er.- fif the Ohitt Indian. Indian oooperat1en 

~ also have been 11l'ply a mattsr of praet10Bl necee 1 ty. A Virginian u

tabl1 hll.•nt o. the Ohio TfOUl~. have ob'rlcm.s a.ttnnt es that mi ht f r out

weigh the threats and. eomp11ee.tione of Engli h eettlement. The Ohio sachaa 

aq also h2.ve counted on the Onondaga coim,dl to ma.Tr-, s,1ch adjus ents in 

the treaty a to PN"'fent th..e !mmedia.tt . ettlem.ent ot the ValleJ . The a.ttltll4e 

eeeme to h ':'re prev- 119d ru o t . Ohio I ndians tt.a.t once the po11 t1cal balan• 

el pctwt!!r ha.d bee.n re tored., the English OtJld ~ve p plan fc: setUa,ua11t 

64 
&nil oontin e to lpport the trade. or Tfha.tev rea.eions, the Oh1o "'aoh-

Cllad. tted t em elves d their peopl to the '"":.i po,.,t o:r .!i 

the Ohio. They t!.1d so out of cons11'.era.tion :fo.r.- thelx own . ecurl t y and 

• appiu-ently v:t 11 ttle conddention to !ha.t t . e .,,.eac ion of t ha 

63 
Se Ib1 • , 174, for e, 11s t of' t e Tndi an tlgnatorie~. 

6' 
Jenn.1 °, evol ut io1t" • PP• 29-30. 



'1Ye l&Uona ldgbt be. 

Irotuei• reaotiona to th• Logatewn t.rw.ty ware un1Y--•ally negat.1n. 

Wrl.ting te GoYernor <Xlinten of Kn TRk 1n llarab of 175), WUUu J'obnaon 

noted. that th• Intuola ...-. p&rtlaul&rly u,-t that •t1iey ba4 not reoel•

ed an, part ot the Present ls1•• by Ylrg1n1& to oenamate tbe agr-•~, 
but they heEtl it vu giYm to -• Indiana liYing abeut Ohio, Sb&WDNs &01•. 

65 

He turthar expla1ne4 that the ft•• lat.lens cl14 not att-4 beaauee th• S.m1.ta

t1on had. llff.- been reoe!.Ye4. Thalr protest nnt 'btlyon4 turt pdd.e. Andrew 

Jlentour, reporting te the goY.-nor of ~mnaylftld.a aft.- a tr:l.p to Onondaga 

1n the ... y-.r, noted that th• Iroquois nre .,.,,ndtng that both the ing

liah and l'rmah nan• tbe1r foroea and aettl••t• b-CIII the Ohio Country, 

l•Ying enJ.y tradars u ha4 pr9flouaJ.T bem the .... T-., nnt on to ex

aoriate those who atgnac\ the Legato11D t.rw.ty, o•ll1ng th• •g14q •• a obll

trm. • In etteot, the n.n ll&Uona oomu1ll at Oamtd•ga,.. glYS.ng net.1oe 

tbat it ba4 npu41ate4 u.,y auob aci-NUDt an4 1d.llhe4 to alntaln the atatua 
66 

lllO• At a oodarmoe at Vlnoheatar, Ylrgln1a, later 1n 17.53, s~, 

q11k1.ng now tor the ft•• l&Uona, wamed that they would. not tol.:rate el ther 

Pnnoh or Bngllab ,oats • the Ohle ancl 1IOU14 aalntain the ntutrall ty ot the 

nsl•.6? 

ly the u • e theee warda and wan.1.nge nre BJOkm, the Ohio bu been 

tzu.r-• ecl into a »ot.mt.1&1 'battl~. Vlthln twe 11'Nka of the ooDGluslon 
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of the Lo i:t to co mcil , no:rd aJ. · ved tha,t he 'l'ni twee settlement at i cka-

le , C • a d ' m ylv nia t :ra e ... s 

ed. e f 1 0 1 1 S t ,:, 0 o t the 

C 0 ea: l y .'3 , 00 t ... oo 3 and In a 1a- 1es 1 o x to eGta 11 , 

e ch ominion o er the re~i n t 1.rou m t he co . t_ 1ction of f o .. t from the 

011 

pr o 1ptl y to o nt -r is i nv• ... ·i n ' 

t em_ te to t op -t e e"lC • ile 

·i n he te to u u 11)por t 

ar1n an o~"der ed himt on behalf of 

.- in i -., o:red his threat s t 

lll '.:'i~ l Y i a. t en i r ni , fail t o ct 

on and ca?:ouad.y :f'rantlcally at-

hel d COllllcils a:dL;J..e d 

c> iac 1arl:-on conf'_o ted 

ion·, to leav t e Vall y. 

bal t n, e symbol· cally -1 nifi d that 'J.'a.nac.1ari, n · d o -t van exi.:,t . That 

t ha "Ial ' "' ;position lra.s det io ting 1 e i enc. d ·ty-1 the conci lia,·ory 

11a er i n ·-hie in · s - eete by t 

Ta.nachar 1 on • s r ossage , . .he rr ch 1nva o ha d.:ri ven a i e ;e bet ieen t he 

Ohio I r oq11ois and the people t' ey we e res nsible :::'o . • ;:Jen ,.,. ·U ' t h 

ench · e1:'e ~ai i ns the ' pp r ha d , t h e Ohio Indians egan t o l')U'j; a ::. much dis-

ta.nee bot~een -c.hemsalves the I r oq oi a P9ssible. .oJ: over, the l"ive 

ation con i :ued to r ama.in apart om the crisis, later d1sa.votd.l t he stro 

•ea.sure ta. en ~ ~anaohaxison, hus isolated from his o people, a.nd 

loalng the suppor t of the local Ind1ans, a.n,a.oha.l:'1sc,n • s only hope f or a.s

tance could come from his allies in V inia. That assi'"'ta.nce, 1n the 

fora of a diploma.tic protest, - then a r idiculous expedition to const ruct a.nd 

, 
Donald I . 

T 



a&iiit&ln a •tort• en the Ohl~ -.. 1INfll1q 1na4e11a&te. BJ the •••• of 17,,., 

Vlrgl.nla md been chi.Ten tram the Y&U117, the Delawares an4 Shawnee..,_.. au

ing a aep,.rate peace 111th the rr.n.h, and Tanaahariaen and. s~ had. be

oou JlaU-klnga witt.lt aubjeota. 

1aoecl w1 th the loaa of the OhiO Val.1117 and ,-.rrle4 &bait the ptNlbUl ty 

ot rrmoh aotion alaewbar• 1n Aaci.•• the lngllllb oelonlal gr,C'111181lta aote4 

to induee the Iroqueia to give &id 1n protec,Ung the weatcn u4 ~ · 

trt,nUm.-e of DrlUeb Berth Aallri-. Vbat .... th1a taek cU.fflault, llewffc-1 

was the cletarie:ratlng state of ~ia-J:agliah rel&Uena. Tbia oen41 ti.on 

a1111 be t..nce4 baak te the pei.o4 attar the treaty .r 1101. Slaoe that tlae, 

dur1ng '-ND Anna's an4 King George's Vara,. the :tr.._ueS.a had 'bean pt'Gllpte4 

to aid 1n the defenae of Bn ?Bk's borur against- J'nnob attack. The out

ocae 11&8 &lWIQ's the ... , th• Iroquois 414 the proteot1ng wbU• the oe1.oD¥ 

Ua1tecl lta aotlena to b1an41alllenta, proad.aea and., eoautenall7, aras abl,

lltllta. Kore reomt.ly, tn&ldulent lul4 Nuiua an4 uncatnllecl 11.,.- trad.• 

bg tbreugbout Iroqueia tar.dto.ry had pit the '1Te ll&U.U 1D a leaa .than 

onalliatacy aooc1.69 rr.. the Int.uei• polnt of Vin, the Yorke-a an4 their 

In lnglam parturs ha4 been less than 14-1. tn41ng and. 11111tary auocd.atea. 

The Jrenab oooup,.t1u ef 1'1apr& 1n 1720 ba4 belll ODIUltc.l enq by threats 

U4 the IPisc-able atoaka4e at Oewgo. The oolOJV" of Kn ?erk Mtllecl to be 

a&'ble or umdll1ng to oont.nl land speculat1en that tbreatmed te OVErUll th• 

...... and Oneidas, the -.atcmest of the ftTe latlODaa The only -•,re 

er •ntnl that the Iaquoia ba4 ewer th•• olrmaatanoes •a their relation-



&b1p 111th llSJJtu Jetmaon, ~t. t.n4ar u4 wul.4-be 1an4 baron. 0.

lliuionecl •0o1ona1 • of th• Irocpd.s 4ur1llg the last Anglo-Frenob ~ • John

aon had: tu1akl¥ •••1•414 the poa1t1an et ·1ntamed1•ry betWND tbe fiYe Nat!'.tmii 

and the Rn Yms lffet.._t.. llowffc- 1n l?SO, Jobnaon, disgusted Id.th the 

bandllng ff ID&IS an .tf'alra, nai8Be4 u . Indian ..-aalenc, to · be ~ 

bJ a ft.ri •-~ boazc1 11hDN ~ ul S..,Utwla tart.bar &U .. ted the 

I~••?O 

In rffPOJUHt to what a,..a-... te be a · 1aak f1f lngll:ab lntc:81it ln, ·u4 n-

gucl tar, the ~•• a clelapt!.• of llehawk•, le4 by the ~• •oba 

Rmdriak Pete, arrl.Ye4 1n ._ York in lune et 1?53• Ute Y01c1.ng ' a ripnua 

,ret.eat. aga,Snat repate4 bau4a uat' tallurea on -t.he }1&Tt et the aelan1a1 pyam

aent, BendrlClik proa11tld te annMmOe that •the a.wt Clldn l • llrokm be

tw yell and. ua. So llnthC" you an net te expeet te Mn ~ .. any aore, 

u4 Bzoe'\bar we uaS.n w mar•--.~ yai.•71 That Hendrllk apaketbeae 

wr4a ln the 1111U et 1111 the fl.Ye laU.G118 gan the lngllab aaa&N fR &lam. 

ltllllrlok's -,eeDh an4 tbnat are not uaot.1y 11bat. tlwy appe&re4 te be, blv

..-. In the f'lrst, plaoe, be -44 an have spat• ~ the ftve lat.ions, 'be

bg Mltbc- a aonte4tnei .... nor •lled11Nl 111th uy s,eo1&l ,.,._.. en this 

••• at.en. Furth•• the Omn"ep °"11Mdl., 1lhtn ONltr bead.a pNVaile4, latar 

1i"llpft •t.l bla rub --•t•• TM.• la Mt te ut.raot f'.l.'ea Haadri.ak' s pell ti.cal 

Jets • mt. On the oontraJ.7, be _,. ..U ban • a4a tbla .,..ab 1n me- te 

tan t.be c1epth d Bngllah Ollldtaant to the IreqUOls. If ao, be was net die

llllalated. Word el ble 'br'-,Jdng th• °"9lll!mt Clw.ln IIU ape4 to England. 1lbC"e 

1111 ~ton,. Built.en, mr "1me :i:r,ws Mllf 6Wt:,, m.s-
Vaablngten, In Yorlu lenSJra Preu, 197 , abpta. , ?. 

7'1aeuno1.1 lllalt.ea, June 16, ln l!Peet• Relat1Te, YI, P• 788. 



letter to t-he nel-fl.y appointed. 1'01/al. govm:nor of ev: York, Sir Danv.rs 

Osborne,, the Boa.rd ordered tha ·convan1ng at ·a general oounoU to 1'001.t into 

a.n.d redress all gr1wenoes presented by the. Iroquois. ·At \a t111e .. ot h- . 

~ French aggression on the frcmtle:r, Iroquo1s •.operat..tcm. was es

sential.?~ In partiaulax, Oabom-a a.s ·oaut1ene4 to llmit fllrtha:r land 
' . . ' 7) 

sales and end the fraud 1n Indian la.nd cessi•ns. Osborne ne'l'err had the 

opportunity to carry out ti.i's cr.rd&r:~, ha.Ting ·oomiitted su1o1d.e nthin a 

month .of rea.chil'lg New ?ark. ru.a succesaer, James de Lancey, president of 

the ooloey' s counaS.i, 41d take the neaesmr,r ste'ps 1n arranging for a oon

terence to meet a.t Alba.ey 1n June cd 17.54.\ To this aeeUrig he 1.m1.ted. the 

governors or reprasent&tlves of the colon1es north ot T1rgin1a idloae intareata 

in this atter were s1mU•r to New Yo:rlt's. 

Several gro-11ps and intareste converged. at Alba.Dy in the ewui.er of 17.54. 

De Lane~, representillg his own government as well as the crown, ns prlllar1lt 

ooncerned with colonial seourl. ty and & renewed Iroquois alliance. · Others, 

however, had le.ss abstract goals in mind. · One of the vifd.ble :results of the 

conference nas the compet1t1cm between Olnnectlcut .and ·· PfillDJ1SYlTania ovtxr· 

1eA4s en the upper Susqu-.rma ru.vara · 1an4s that had bNn hel4 for n-.rl.1 a 

oatu:ey b;r the FiYe da.tions as a butter ag&S.nst ·Eng11sh expansion. · In fact, 

'be land issue seaas to ha.ve been the 9118 Olll.1)e1l.1n& re&a0n ~or Connecticut• e 

&t\tn4ana. at the ocnf'flNllloe. Jl'Sna'.IJ:,, othm: aan, plrtlcul&rly lfS1J1u 

llllrl-.,, governor of Mastl&Chusett& ~. saw the oonferanoe as a step to"ll&Z'4 

• 
...,,,_~ ot Trade to S1r 1'1lffars Osberne, Saptaibar, 175), 1n pPguaptarz 

............. LI. II, pp. )2)-211,. 

7lnu. • pp. )24-25. 



a oomprehan-ive plan of colonial union as a defense against the enoh. 

While hirley did not attend. the colony• s Chief Justice. oma utchin

son, did and i n conjunction with enjamin Franklin and others produced 

the famous Albany lan of nion. 

tting the Plan of nion and the Pennsylvania-Connecticut land con

fiict aside, the central th•e throughout the conference continued to be. 

44 

the Iroquois alliance and the strengthening of the Covenant Chain. To these 

ends the Albany Indian Commissioners suggested three points to e taken up 

with the Iroquoi s early in the proceedingsa get the lve ations to reunite 

ln fortified villages and ve up their present "dispersed state"1 work to

ward the return of l arge nuabers of Iroquois who had lately resettled at the 

Franch m1 sion at Oswegatchie under the sp1r1ti18l and politioal. guidance of 

abbe Piquet andr reduce tensions bet -reen traders moving to 0Slfego and the 

Iroquois , particularly the Oneida. 74 As the Iroquoi · del ations slo ly 

&rrived l ate i n June, it became apparent that the negotiations would be long 

and. difficult. ?5 Jealousies and factionalism were evident among the Indians , 

with the · ha ·rlt feeling ablsed by their brethren for their pro- • ish senti

hllta. 76 
As the counoll opened• tbe Iroquois immediately began voio1ng their 

Olaplaints and concerns and• 1n the proce s, took the moral high ground at 

the nting. In order to anaure that their words ere heard and taken account 

et, the Ohal· s invoked the <l>venant Chain, one ot whose provisions t-ra.s that 

"1t there be any uneasiness on either side or any request to be made. that 

74new York Indian Commissioners to de Lancey, June 15. 17.54, in Ibid., 
•• 32.5-3?. 

?SJennings , "Indians ' avolution•, P• J2'7. 
?6. 

eating uith the pper r-ohawks"• June 28 . l?.54, in Doauman;ta.rx 
~~=-;t,, II• PP• 33 .5-37 • 



they ah&ll be oonaldarN with bro'tbc-11 rep,r4.:n Ol •mediate WlOEll 

'11118 the oer1t1nuecl expansion of Engllah sett1£s westward &long the Meba11k 

Rl••• One speaker ftloed the h'oqueie concern wh~ he noted that •n 
78 

aba11 hue mme left mt the vary spet w Uve upon, and haTd1y tbat." 

45 

Land was net the only lsme on whiah the n.ve 1'at1ans voS.094 ocapla1nt. 

Noting that •tts now three Ieare slnoe we have been aallecl to any publlak 

Tr•ty"• Abralll!la, ~ .r Hendrlak Peter, oap1.a1ne4 about the neglect 

sbe1lll thtll by the Albany 011a4 se1..-s. ?9 Te add lnsul t t.o injury• he 

suggested that the reaaon tar this ntgleot as the lnorcU.nate .-wit flt tiu 

the Olald.ssl•n.-s spent talk1ng to an4 tn.41.ng Id.th the "IndJ.ana d Canada", 

1fho were known to be oarr,1ng on & lucmtive contraband trade betVNll Mont

real an4 Al~. Thia sltuat.1.en OIUld be reotin.ed., and the a.Yenant <Jla1n 

resterecl, it V1111all lohneen was restere4 ae the sole agent ~er lnf(uo1s 

80 
affairs. 

'n1e n.nal issue to be debated. at Al~. and the one to wb1ab beth 

Iroqueis and Engl1sbnen l!IMW8d a great deal of aans1t1v1ty1 •s the growing 

pro'bl• ot Frenah expanaton 1nto th• Ohle Valley. In resptnN to the »ig

lleh question ot llheth«r the 1"rench ha4 entend the region w1 th ~els pc

lllNlon, Hendrl.alt Peter answc-e4 1n the negative and etated that 1t was the 

latatten of the ~is to keep both J'renah and ~l!lb toroea out of the 
81 

YaU.-,. Hendrick furthar •tecl that "The Gevarner of V1rgjn1a and. the 

??"h1.ft.te Oouncd.1 with the LoNr Meha•••• June Z7, 1754, 1n Ibld., 
IJe J:,4-35. 

?8Ib1d. 
~ ' 

,. n,. XDd1an reial,y to de LaNNlf'• opming s,•1ah1 July 2, 17.54, 1n I'b1d., 

•nu. 
~ •• :P• ))8. 



Gfflil'W ot O&nada an 'both~ abeut. Landa 11hich belong ta ua. And. 

82 
aua.1 a QuEr-1. as this ~ end in eur cleat.Notion." 

The last sctance wggests e. str011g desire on the part o:t the Iroquois 

te ~ Mit et urs future Anglo-lnnab aenfllot,, ..,..,.,,, 1n new of the 

past ~crcwanoe ef 'tbe1r loyal allies tr. elf York aud ~ ew England. In 

• eking ~a aa•ll t. on Bngl.iab and ll"'rench aotiena, Headrick oenvenientJ,y 

overloeked the faot that tha Ohio a1:tuat.1on bad ba4m 1n part created by th• 

1dJUJ18n•aa of the Iroquo1• -t.e ..U.w li:llgllsh trad8r into the region. 83 
The 

i.11gllah WC'e quiak te point •t this oontradiotien in poll(V, ·ld. th Conrad 

Weise giving a lmgtbJ bara:rlgu• on ·the biato:ry of IxuUan•white :r:ela.t1ona 

1n t.be Obie Country.~ De La.nae;, alao atteaptecl to COWLta:r h"QQ.Uo1s oppo.S.

tJ.on to an iDgllab preaano. in the Valley by c1t11Ji Frencb a.mreaa1on a.nd 

inglan<l's desire to proteot the 1.·~en tar IDdiana and t.ra.ders. This ;iaa 

l.lDUbteGly HendriQk' a point, 'Wba.t c11d the ~1ah Mlilll b,1 "protectian"? 

!bat the Fivo Nat.lens 1rere clear~ e.tteapti.ng te remain above the Ohio con• 

flict 1a furthar 1D4iif&ted by tba1r epl.nion ef anachartson's aotlona of the 

JnVioua year, in ord.aring the freuch to leave the Ohio. Iierub:1ak notoo. 

tat the Hal.t•k.1~ baa acted on bebalf' ef tho "United Nations a.t Ohio" ldth 

• hlnt •f approval fra ODO!Jdap. 85 Ila tw:thea:· net.eel tbo.t the other con-

, ....... &t the tiae, &t Carll.:Le &D4 incbestar, ware also hel.d bf' local 

td.bea 1d.ibout the &&DCtion Ott tbe i'1ve Ra.tiona.86 C:iolaetbiDg' O'! the genaral 

82Ibid. 

s:,_.Jlace., With N¥\ Rfib1E:Wl ff the stPM:• W• lll•lJ. 
B4 • eterr Oaad.saiona:r&' reply to the Iroquois, July 3, 17.54, 1n poguaentsx 

•-•~-Kl• ll, PP• )41-42. 

a5ni._,, ,. J42. 
86 
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attitude et the Iroquo1a toward tbeS.r Ohio ollmts oan be gathn-114 frft 

thiE', exoba:nge. Th• Iroquois accused the ~sh ef a grave d1pl--.t1o 

faux pas in not oonveyirlg pa.rt or· the 17.52 Logstom gift ·t.o 0-aondae;a, as 

reoogn1t1on of the a.n:tedcaey's doa5n1Qn OYE the Ohio. 'nlat the ingl.1ab 

did not da this 1$ evidence of how fa.r their own pol1c1es bad oba.nged 

87 
relative to the INquo1s and the looal. trl.bes en the Ob1o. 

This &c:r.'1mmlious debate continued until the end of the oonference on the 

6th c,f Jul.y. Neith«r side entirely oonvinoed the other of ite since:rity an4 

neither llaS ultimately willing to accept total responsibility for the Ohio 

conflict or mare minor problems sich as the liquc- traffic and trade re

lations at Oswege. In tact, the only area.tive prograa te oame e,1t of the 

ilba.n1 conference RS the pr:-oposed P1a.n of Union, which had little to do 

w1 th ozi:, of the 1 tams on the oonfarmoe agenda. The onq people te proft t 

to any ~--t.ent fro• the proONdings wee the P~lvani.a. and Oonnect1aut lan4-

jobbers who, 1n a oonfusing eC"ies of ala.ndesti."le llleetinge and intrigues, 

' bad. managed to purah&se the same lands rrta t.w ditterent g:rc,ups of IZ'oquda 

moham.a, thus opening the~ to three deoades ef tl11ts and ocaas1mal k111-

1Dgs on the upp«r SUsquahann&. 
' . . 

WhU.e the P.ngll::m did not get the COlllllitmenta the, bad hoped for fraa 

'the Iroquois, eapeo1al.ly 1n tema ~ 111llt&'t7 cooperatien, and though the 

'1n llat1ons returned haoe leaded with gitta and doubts about their Engllah 

llrothc-s, the confsrenoe ~ net as 1noonclus1ve trcm the Indian standpoint 

&a b1stona.ns have made 1t seem. The F11'e Nations retained their fr~ of 

&ot1on, h&Ving u.d.e nothing more t.ha.n V&e."lle plfJdges of ~t>.xre oooparat1on 1t 

an4 When needed. They had avoided be1Dg directly lnvol ved 1n the growing 

8? 
Iroquois reply to the Commissionars , July 4, 1754, in Ib1d., P• Jlt4. 



Anglo-French oonfllet on the Ohio by p:Nteaa1ng n,eutrallty and chargino th• 

English to take s<lllle steps to'wa.?'d acting on the ma.tter, I n gettir. · a pladge 

fro.a de L.~cEJJ tm.t 1ll1am Johuso:a ·would be re:...tored a,~ su.p'lt'itL-te::.ident for 

the Iroquois , tba ""acheme had ... cored a v1oto:ey of S011e sie;n1£1.cance. Of ·.u. 

could. ost direcUy in:f'luenoe an..i trust.. His resto,ra.tion to, office meant 

t r.iat th1S Iroquoi"' had one of their om i n -1-he Bnt1sh councri , both a mout.h

pi0ce ai,.d a. pipeline o:f' infQJ:U.t:lons zo.m~thing tha.t pad been :n0tice0,bly lad:

i r.g during tho previous f our yea:x~. Pen-haps the mo~t e.ignificant gain for 

th& Five l'lation..,, , hoi';eve:r;- 1 ,m.c not ma.tecr1al but pSJchol,ogical. The :p:ro

caed1ngs c!cmonst.J:a.ted• a~ nothing e1se CO!il.d, the illpo:.:-tanoe the En&lish oalo

nies a..,.d r oyal. ·overnaent ::;till placed 1n the Iroqu.ois and their d.ipl.oma:U.c 
. 

a.::d mili tary power. Admit tedly, a,.:, evont on the Ohio had d.emonat:cated1 the 

special pos1 tic •• t hat th~ Iroquo1s had long hel in :1nglish f'l."Outier d.1plom&o7 

lfa.s declining 1n the fa.oe or change in power in t he west. r.onet1. aless, the 

I:i:'Oquo1s still commanded major aven eo into the west, a.v~e ... needed by ll'dt-

1Gh a.rmies. ~ tbe:r • t he Five a'tions oould atill ~xorcise sae in:f'luence 

on the I ndians who lived along the English i"rontier.. Hendrick's gamble 1n 

175:3 sooms to ha.·~e paid off. The Iroquo1s1 for the 1D011ent1 ware secure in 

the knowledge tha".i their English brother,., needed thea &t lea.st az much as the 

i'1ve Nations needed them. 



THB IRCMiJQIS AID '1'111 GOU' VAR J'Oll THI illPIRI, 

1155 ~ 1760 

The Filgl.1sh nMCl fm: an Iroquois all1anoe beoaae 1.nc:reaa1ngl,y appa:r&nt 

as the Franch and English ooloniea rapidl.J approa.ohed a show-down OVfJr the 

fur trade a.nd wastm:.rd. expansion. Evan aa the Iroquois and English delegates 

exchanged views at Albany, Oolenel Gem:ge w'aahington, by a. suooessi\ll ambuab 

in the Ohio Oount:ry, initiated a genaral CODfl.1ot as beth sides ru:shed t.e 

ga1n advantages in the west, along the Cllaap1&in•Hudson imas1.on route, and 

in Nova Scotia. In 1755 the etill largely oolonial dispite 1·as enlarged by 

the almost s1multaneaus &-rrl.ftls 1n ·All&rioa of British troops 1n V1rglm.. 

and Frenah forces at ~•bee• 

The Five ationa ere a Tital pa.Tt e£ the British ailitaJ:-y pllm £or 17.S.S. 

One ~sh offensive wa.s aimed at Niagara and the upp«r st. Lawrence laaln. 

Iroquois coopm:ation was necessary to ensure the safe, rapid JIIOY'mant a£ 

troops, und«r the oornmand of Governor Sh.1.rley, to their objectiva. At the 

other end o the Longhouse, ifUliam Johnson ,as t:ry1ng to blild an &I.'I\Y 1n 

order to take Frenoh ferts on Lake Cbanpl.ain, preparatory to a move cm Mant

r-.i. F1na.J.l.y, ylffleral Ed:Nard Bradmkit, in •ttalpting to foroe the i'renab 

t.rc:. the Ohio, needed awd.11a;ries and diploma.ts. 1'rom the Five Nations to lead 

Id.a~ and negotiate with the Ohio Indians. 

Theso basic mll1 ta:ty plans, which ware to ocauw English and pro'linolal. 

&1:111.es tor the next five years, led to a. furl.ous, expensive effort to 1:uy, 



t ireateJt, or ooeroe t .he Iroquois out of t.heir o:rfic!al neutrali tr and into 

t ot ally e,1cce::;sf'ul 1n t h1 ~ venture, nd r..ot. until l ?c:O a.,.d the Iro u.o1s , 

1n the war 1n the manner anvision.~ by Draddock in 17r.5. · The Five Nations' 

pert1e1pat1.on was, rather, a. hi •acy ~ caroful negotiat ion, deliberate con

n:h'lerat1on of options, mu!. a ma,: ·ed laoJ: of enthut:1iarnn for engaging 1n a war 

that only the I:r.oquoi~ could lose. 

Frm the outset, nezc,t1a.t1on dth the Iroquo1 wej~O 111 .the h.am ,,. of 

tiill1nm Joh GO!! and his su.bordinates. Johnson' s missiOll enaorig t he Five 

rr..tions ·-m.s f'ourf'olda obtain as muc:h active t\111 tary •1uppo t as po ,..ui'Lle 

rt-Mt the I :,oquois r se e.nd give pro .. ection to t , e Iroqu.oi .. ,1 regulate 

land cale 1.n order to e11min~;te any f'r1ct1on tM.t would alienate ·the Indians 

ant!, ,1v . sUl,.,,f'e,ction t comi,la1nts voiced at Albs,ny . 88 t leat;t part or 

John on' s task TaD a.~e e~::1.er by the s1?:Ipl.e tact that th~ • , .. 1ch r ect

ly th:ree.tenoo th ohamc V'ctlley, :pr, -clud, d. l :md speculation and . ettlement . 

·ce:pt1on -r the · o?'i..a · _, Johnoor was seldom able 

to ·m1.~ · , t e ~1c:t:pa.t1on r.,f m~,ny !.'"'.:"oquo1 ::- -w ·1or~ ur t 11 VeJ..y late 1:i.1 the 

ccmfl.1ot. ather, at t he E-"e,,eral enere.l councils a.n numerous i::lllaller meet-

ings 1dth t.h n,re a.t:to s , Johnso ~11"" i,t ,11.t hesitation , ~ icion, a.nd 

1.nsi~ , e o neut:-:-al.1. ty by t e .~chem and i-:oman or t ,e Cenf ed.1Jracy. 

The fir.st of these general conterances was held at Johnson' s home, f'z1lla 

the ~ t of June until the 4th ot July, 1755. This meeting had been oalled 

la erdc- to obtain IrectUoie support. tor Brad.clock's campaign on the Oblo, and 

88 ._ See the 1nstruct.1ens frG!I the :Boaxd ol TL'ade to Govarnor liard1 ef 
tort, 1n Johnaon hlF•• I, PP• 528-:,0. . 
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Shirley' s attempt 011 Ni.egs.ra.. The h1sb].igbt of th oan:rereno• weuld be tb• 

del.1 v«ring of a spe&oh frca Bradd.eek SWIUlloning the Iroqueis to take up the 

hatchet for the king. The council al.so mar ed. Johnson's first aff1c1al a.et 

a s newly appointed arown wz>9r1ntendmt for Ind1an a.tfa.1rs 1n the nerth.89 

In many re""pects , this oonference ambodied many of the eleaents and 

behavior patterns, on bot sides, that weuld &ppem: aga.1n in i'uture meet• 

i s . Jehnson spared no ef'fort. to solio1 t Iroquois mlli tary &id, and did 

not s<Il:'.'uple t o top short of' coerc:ion, ln:.'ibery, and deceit. After asuuriDg 

t e assembled delegates that their intereGt"' had been of primary ooneidaratlon 

a the r ecently 11 eld council of il&r at Alexandria., 'irginia, Johnson proc...i

ed to outline the pz esent conference. 1n order to impress the Five tiona 

wit the ov•~rwhelmi impo tance of JThat was t• follo , John on euggested 

that everyone, even women a.nt children, should attend the preceedings.90 

Such a commtt11t wa well cal.culated to 1mpreS£J the gatharlng. 'l'hroughout the 

council, Johru;on was O&X'eful net to couch J!,'nglish requests and st&t•ents in 

terms tha.t idght 1D1ply tha. t the Ixoquois N"ere a vital element in English plan&. 

In tea.d, he 1n i s ted tha.t the E-nglish nre only asking the J'ive 4i&t1ens to a.ot 

the pa.-rt of good brother & had their foxe£athers 1 and. that the 11&'.I' belt. waa 

being offered a s a s1~ of rl.endship and brot~erhood, not because the Eng• 

11sh a.rmie :c-eally needed Iroquois a.id. 91 bather the a.saaabled sa.ohalas and 

1fa.rr1ors :r.eally belie-,ed or accepted this expl&natien 1a daubtful. eerta.1n-· 

8 add.oak's apeeoh to the Iroque1s, ~. 17.5.5, in JfhnSOn Pap15s, IX, 
•• 111-79. 

1181.mt Johnaon, June 21-July 4, 1n Rl9Pfptp 

91 Ibid. , p. 972. 



l y the expense and effor t that the English are expending on them, and the 

soon~to-b proven ineptitude of British field commanders demonstrated that 

Johnson' s ror ds carried little meani • 

As a further inducement to the Iroquois, Johnson delivered .a speech 

52 

from ca.rouady exhorting his brothers to follow his exuple and join the 

ish.92 inal.ly, Johnson su estad that an:, r eluctance on the part of the 

ive ations «>uld be een by the ritish as a serious breach of faith and 

ro · d signify the breaki · of the venant Chain. 93 

At this point, Johnson R s attempting to app to the martial spirit 

of the ''young men" , in the hope that t hey would cease listening to the peace

ful ·ro de of the sachems , whose traditional role lt&s to l essen the need for 

:fighting. In this respect, Johnson ltas seeking to drive a i-redge between two 

oompeting faction ld thin the nfederaey, hoping that the sachems would 

yield to poP'.ila.r pressure and allow the warriors to deo1de tl?,e issue for 

themselves. As added bit of diplomatic theatrics, Johnson, when offering 

the war belt , deliberately gave it to the haldts of Canajoharie who, as the 

aost pro- i sh, uould be prone to accept the belt publiaall.y. On accepting 

the belt, the Canajoharles would be offering a ohallenge to the other nations 

to do likewi se. 94 ot contant 11th these public exhortations and arm-twist• 

lngs, Johnson resorted to private meeti ngs with seleot sachems, among thElll 

Handrick. Peter, hoping to sollo1t their support in influencing the village 

and clan councils to accept the belt. 95 

92 Ibid., P• 973" 
93J:bid. 

94-xbid., p. 974. ee also ed. Hee.d' s comment to Johnson, p . 

9.5:cbid. 

• 
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Tbeee prooee41ngs took pl.aoe on the 24th and 25th ,<'Jf June. The toxmal 

reply by the &a9alble4 e&Oh•s wae not dellvered. untU th, 28th. Prffious 

te this not all the nation had taken tl-'P the wa.,: belt. 96 fuan the council 

dicl reSU1e, the s&ah•s ma4e a point of ottering an apology fo the umsual 

~. Their rea.son ao the absence of sev9'1'Bl. saatun m1e wer.e dxunk on 

trader's 1thlskey at the time. 97 This mayo,: M"J not have een true. It 

ahOUlcl be noted. that Jehnl!IOll toek spe~ p!"9CBU;t1on on this Jl!attm· :prior 

to the oontRence bf lB911!1fr a procl.uation ba.rming 11g_uor :f'rorll the meeting 

place. 98 In light ~ mbsecp.umt procee41ngs, 1 t may 11ell have been that the 

B&Oh•e nire ha.Ying a diffl.cult tiae ~ng a. oonsenou on the matter~ 

wr. rurtber, 1n thel.T apelegr, the eaobme 1nd.1.01tted thl'.t the "elc\et.' 'tTot h

ere"1 the Mehallft, Seneca, u4 Onenlaga, were reat!J, to sper...'t, but the d.ela.; 

ns OIWsel bf the, Oneida a.n4 Cllyu~, the "fc,!~ffr brot'.'lers". 99 

ror their part, ths I~.ts effll to hsve b en .... 11e11'ha.t la£s than ovc

WMhecl by Johnson• s wrtte. They bad erioue r.es tJrVation abou.t aa.".llprlgn

lng againet ~"'le ll'reneh, lest they be f'o:reed. to kill their cr.m peopl.01 1 

this case the Caughna1'11g& Irequo1s of Jllentrea.1. John O!l gave ast"Era oos that 

he 1191.114 seat their neut:ra.11 ty in the upoord.ng oampa1gns, but this 1ssuo oon-

100 
Unuecl to 0a11se the P1Ye Nations Sllllle 01tnoern ~err th,, next ..,evaral yea:r:s. 

ftnally,, howffsr, Johnson reo4!d.Ye4 the oemnC,.l' reply. On the 29th or June 

l.i Head., an Omndaga ea.oh• reoa11t.l.y won fff«r ~ the French, ta.tad in full 

--------
96rbld. , P• 975. 

9'1lb14., P• 976. 

1 ~s PNcl.mti«m 11&8 1wed. on the U th ot Jnne. ~ee Johgson fa.PEI• 
• •· 580-61. 

99 
op. cit., P• 976. 

lOon.t.ct. • P• 981. 



ODWlCdl. that •v• ~ aonteurate4 B&Uou bare present agree te yeur NtU•t 

an4 will join an4 asslat You ln ,-ur Wlllanaldngs • .).Ol 

Thu• IIOr4a ·tenll te lapl.y a aaJo:r: aid.ft la Iroque1a ,.Uoy fna' nmt.ral.-

1 ty te p&rllaan p&rllcd.,atl• 1n tbe WE. It abmlcl 'be mte4, • ..,._., that 

no apecd.flo Olllll1 tMnta et &lcl er a1ll tary acrU.• ..-. llll4e ·bare. hrtbu-, 

Reel H-4 · as spNJd.ng tor the "0Dteurate4 laUena• aa a llbole. Deolaiona 

r-.ahecl 1n Oonted.ency oouncd.la ••not.~ 'b1114lng on tbe ~ 
- . . 

Iroquo1a Y1llagea. SUah a ucd.aion ~ ..U baTe 'bem reaahet 1n an effort 

to an-a• the -.-rrS..-.,· 1lbo ..-. ~msn41ng MrU.Oll. J'm:thar, tbare la at 

l•at the blnt that this agl'Nllmt te .... uapealt1e4 tam of at.cl w.a ..-. 

th• nml, •t b&akat&lra panuul• than a free ucd.slon lla4e 'b7 all the 

aachas. At a pd.Tate • ..uns on July lat, the a.,up •oonteaa/_'ey that your 

{jotmsoi/ wtfl!M us to take up ·the batobet la - •-bat ..... UJ4 tor whlah 

n ..... n8t JINllll,rN ••• .102L;.Jbaei. tAd.Y Diel nhara _WIii the Irotul• 

Wegatea al.eo tNl •presae4-, In a441 U•, lla.U...tely attar ullT&i.ng 

their~ te Johnson'• W&T •rep, the -.rriera uma,DN4 .. mClb te Jalm

aen•a cblgrln, that their ftrat aot "'11.cl 'be te p bau an4 secure tbe1r taa

Wn bafere, ping te ar. Beld.ua, tbe., aai4, ·th.-e - • • preaa1ng nM4 

te tigbt now, Id.Doe 1t Wll14 take Bradaat, Sh1rl97, an4 Jobuml -• Uae 

te get their troopa lnte the f1elt.103 

The Iroca.uo1s clecd.alon to Olllld.t tbaNl.Tea, blwWu- tenu..aaly, to 1111.,ort 

tile llagllah aq b&Te been tr1gpre4 1n Jet bJ a ua1re to pat the Brit.1.ab on 

101 Ibld., P• 918. 
102 

'.Iblcl. • P• 980 • 

"-
10'xblc1., p. 98). In hi• r-,.zt .r the ••no.1.1 te Braddoak, Jobuoa un

._ that the Irotuol• W ao tar •.....s.t ND41ng ~ aaaiatanoe to yaur Bx• 
j!!!-.Y at preaent.• SM Johnston to Br&Meat, lhlwlt Johnson, July 1.5, 1n 
--•n hpes, IX, P• 204. 
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the cl.renal••• On J~ 3rd, the -.ohaa otttnel a belt and «1 ndecl that &ll 

rua trattio 1n their tarr1 tory be ~. J'urthar, 1n reeponN to r-.,.te,. 

requests that th• J'ive latlena nunlte 1nte larp, t.-tifte4 nl.1agea, the 

saobllla ea1.cl that thla IIOUl.4 be a l'N4 lua lt the 1an4 11a11 aftila'ble, bllt 

that reoent oeasl•s ancl tnwla ba4 left the OIDf'eclanGr Yf!R little nlll · 

tc lal:ge ~~•• It Brotbc' Jebnaen wante4 tbe1r •nart 1n bis -.r with 

the Prenoh, he IIOUlcl baYe to aeet Xntuei~ 4rs::4•• 104 A ft.Dal lllinoll• ·•te 

vaa eounucl "'1~ u the oentannoe - • end1'DC • the 4th ~ Jul.¥. Be4 H-4, 

1n his oh• ing rt?l&DBt .r•d nded tile asaeably that in tile Jl&at, -. the ft Ye 

Rations bad teugbt wlth the D:nglleh, th1nga ba4 •t turne4 aat ..u. R• u

preaae4 the hope that J•mi•on•a 1-4ar•bl• an4 ,onr 1n IIDgliab oounaUa 

would Mk• a cU.ttcenoe tbl• u...10.5 

VS.th ~ aU.abt ftriatlona •• te UM ancl olrawlatuoea, thi• aon• 

tcmoe utabl1•ba4 -etld.ng et a :pattan tar future • -u.Dg• 'betWNII John

BIil and the Ire41Uole. On •• ban4, Jobnaen, using fffll:T poulbl• •-n• at 

JtlE'ID&81on sbart ~ ·outright thc'eata, at~ to acmatmot a aUltcJ a1-

Uanoe "1th tb• ftn lats.ens. Far their pa.-tf -. ~1•• vhll.• at t1JllN 

lltrdn,; to abandon their polioy tit MUtra11ty ln the -.r, beeit&ted te 11•• 
--.,J.YOaal. support, and al11rqa atoppecl sbm:t e:r •tdng any apeaifio oamait-

' 
a.ta ot aen or aations. Further, as 111baequent nenta wuld daaonstrate, 

an all ~ois nre lntaruW c wUlSng te take •• theae 11aited &Otiona. 

Illa remlt et this lntarnal 41Ylld.on - • a Oonfedaracs.r U.t sa•• nwy appear

._ et 41aeeots.on. By late 1756, Jebnalll - • faoe4 with a ISNllingly oontn-

lO't.An Indian a.nt----•· in Dpguupta P•J•Uu, YI, P• 984. 
- -

10 '1b14. • P• 98? • 



41ctery ,attern fd Int;ad• 'beb&Tlor that lecl bill to bell•• that the 'beat 

h• or &ll1'0D• else Olllllcl hope fff frOII the Olmteur&c,y,... &med MUtrallty. 

At 1-..t pa.rt flt the r-.aon fw t.be ab1ft1ng Iretuoia pelioy an4 1aak 

of OGllll1 taent to their llnthnn la te be toun4 1n the -,-a in which the Eng

lish prosecatecl the ar. TM 1nk vu~ 4z7 en the OOllllcd.1 111nutea at 

Haunt .r-..n 1lben wm:,l 'bagan tUwr1ng 1n tm.t -etblng bacl sa• wnng •n 
the Ohio. Aa ~o.raat1on beaa•• avaUable ablut the fate ot Brudeet'a 

&Dl1, 11any :trotu-1a mat baYe W aad.ous ae11n4 tMupts about &t.41ng the 

BngU.ah. Tb-, Jawir, u 414 British ..US.are an4 41,1aats, that th• Ohio 

Qlunt.rJ was now ~ UD4ar rr.ab oet.nl. Thie al tuatl• be4e4 111 tR 

the ~• aa ..U ae fe lagl.lsb Ntt.lars on the i'rontlar. Aa-U t.b1a waa 

Dlt CIIJU8h, the J'S.ye latiena ba4'te ,aope 'Id.th the preu-gang amtallV sf 

ss.r ¥1111.a Shb:ley and. hla agerits, mo....-. maUT .U.atbg wrz1..-. r.r 

Chief .-ng the ebjeote flt Int;ad• oaaplalnt 1n thia rlg&ri waa John 

lary Lydiua ot Oow.Ucut. B• W plar'e4 a lw1:ng role 1n mglnHrlDg 

the 0anneot.1cut 4ee4 tA the Sll~abuma Yallttr 1an4s at Albany .the prffleua 

111.1:. Mn, aot1ng • orura f%9 Sb1r197, he - • reea1 ng &'l'OUJl4 tbe Mella* 

Yallay, bribing, tbrtl&t«tlng and, en eooaalen, tidna,:ping :tnciuns •• te 

...,. wl.th the lfeatarn &T1Q'. Qaplalnta bepn te peur 1nte .Johnaen • • ha4• 

tanara en Lake G~• fna TullCll.1.'0XU, Oneiclaa, an4 Mobaaa abeut their 

NaCb treata.t at the bind• d Shirley'• am.106 
Te wake uttc-a ,_. .. , 1n 

tile reaultant oonf\ud.en, the~• nre atq1Dg awq 1'.rta lohneOn'a auap 

aa ...U. IY14.enoe lndiaatea that the aot1T1t1ea sf Lycllua nre ,a.rt sf a 



l&qm: feud bet1fNII the two genC'&la aenoc:nlng jlri.U.ction Ul4 aen't.Tol d 

Indian attalrs. Jehnson • a oamdsat.en &a eel• aupc1ntend.mt ~ Irepeis 

affairs had oae ~ Braddaak, while Shs.rla;r • a poal tlon as oe-end:«r-ln• 

cb1.t 11&a renep1sc by a~ 0111111..s..n. L,7411111' ..U•na ware i,art d 

Shirl-,' a sah•• to ~ Jehnaon' • authnt ty umig the IDIU.ana.
107 

Ba4 

Shirley uarc1sed more Judg•mt or lntelllgaioe than be 414- be wuld baT• 

real.1H4 that auah h1gb CWNlnl aquabbl.lng wou14 haft d8ne llttJ.e te enbanoe 

th• ~sh rep1tatlon uong alllee wt. ,.... .im apprehma1•• at best. 

Jobnaon, writing to Limtenant Gffernor de Lancey d •• Yark, ~• 

the Irotue111 fN.11ng ln the •ttc: 11ben he 11&14 that "Theh- Saabaa ha•• Milt 

•• down ·111re1 that tbay £• &11 ln uueunt, that the7 oannet oaapNbeD4 11bat 

1s th• Ullll1Dg of th••• epptaite Preoe•S,nge. ~ cleat.re I d1l al.em- up a: 

explain •tt11rs te 'tha, that• their autlu £• tere to piec• wltb cU.eaerd 

l&ctln & rlet &o. &o. ,.108 

Fer all bie a.ot1Y1t1 uong the ft.Ye Nations, Sb1rl91'e &my' b&Te1y 

got to Oswego before the ~ NUOD end.ed. Johnaon • c JIOt.1111' oolleo

t10D .r Nn En&land a1ll U&, bol~ed 111 a geocl nmber ot llohawks. under Rm• 

clr1.ak Petc-1 had its dr1Ve1 on l'oi:>1; st. :Frecle:r1c wt MOr.t when the Baron cle 

Dieskall' s French arq wddenly appeared near Jctbnl!M' s oaap. In the reeul t

ut two daiv' en-.mter, Dleskau'a treops were roundly beaten an4 .Pit .t.e f11cbt. 

0a t.he Ji:Qglish a1.4e, J.am.,n' a raw troops bll4 taken & beat1ng Of their own .&DI 

._ tM dead was pch&ps the beat ~en4 Jobnean _. the lngllah ba4 ..-g 

107a.. 1n partlaular1 •..Journal et IndSau utairs", August 8th, 1n illll.>!9!: IX, PP• 218•19, tor the Indhn Yesi.OJ'l et a at.Er c1Nulate4 'by •u~. 1m1ng that Jehnson was with!wlcU.ng naruitaent wey tr. the 1'1•• 
108 

I Jetmaen te 4e Lu-,, Neunt Jobneon, August. 8th,. 1n J,tme l!REI• 
• ,. 841. 



the Iroquois. Hendrick, old , infirm, and r i ding a horse loaned to him by 

Johnson, ns part of an English scouting party that blundered into an am

bush early in the fight . The loss of this man, a. sachem of Canajoharie and 

a man of much i nfluence w1 th both the Onondaga and colonial. oouncUs, a 

evere blo r. In addition, several other sachems and warriors of the Mohawk, 

Oneida, and squahanna. Iroquois had died in the fight. tevar enthusiasm 

the Iroquois may have shown for the, tra.r i n June and July had lf&ned by 
1
mid

Septambar as the dead were brought home and the condolences performed.l09 

The combined effects of the ra.ddock disaster, Shirley ' s dictatorial 

policies, and the killings a t Lake George had a profound i mpact on the Ira:. 

quois and their attitudes toward the ish and. the wa.r. Johnson's ents 

ware sent out to the several Iroquois vUlages to perform condolences for 

the dead and to recru.1. t men for scouting parties on Lake George. i thout 

exception , they all r eported a sinotJUlar lack of response from the Five at1ons. 

Even the 1oha11k, usually so reliable, were wavering. The evarend •Jr. John 

Ogilvie and ybrant Van cha1ck, sent to the Lower Castle to rec:rui t , re-

ported that the men there rare "averse to joining the Army again. ,.no eir 

rea.son was the fear that the I i,plieh 'W&nted "to swallow all our ters at 

once ••• 11111 he Lo er Castle refused to accept Johnaon's war belt. l'art 

f the reluctance of the MohaT- to take the lish pa.rt may be explained by 

an extrao d1nary message they received from th upper four nations soon after 

l09, eturn o:f illed, ounded a.nd •11ss1ng in attle of Lake eorge" , 
9Ptember 8, 1n Johnson Papers. I X, PP• 2;4-)8. 

llOo llv1e and an chaiok to Johnson, October 1, in Johnson Papers, n, pp. 12.s-26. 

lUibid. 



·the Lake G•rg• battle. Th• aeseage ertated that the upper natims 110ul4 not. 

"1nteraecldle, t th• &,gl.1sh and French bad. & design to Id.11th• aJ.1•1 

th&t 1f the Mohawk wished. to aot they Olll11.4 Q so, 1f they chose to act, 

the other tribes 1"1Ul.4 -rt1ck then troll th..- and. ha•• no•• to sa:y- te 
- • ' : , / .• ,r , 1 

w 
th••• This threat of unction against a mmber of the Conf9dara.cf spe&ka 

I \ ' ' ! ' ~ 1 • 

,rolwnes about the real concern tel;t b;r t~,, Iroquois about the wa:r an~ their 

o-m seCllrl ty. , 

175.5 had b9en a bad .yea.-r. fo-c tile I~uois ucl the English. The two 
• • • • • I • 

f1>llold.!Jg rears were . ..,., wrse. The English sa~ their gateway to ,;th• Great 

~~es, Ol!lf•• . fall 1~ ~ugast c-f 1?.56. .'.l'his. 4et~~ ended ,tor th• , NlleJlt .&11Y 

plan3 tor the ca.pture of Maga:ra. It also ended, pcmanantly , . the Aaariau. 
I • • 'I 

~ear at Wllliu Shirley. :r;n 1757 Drltish lo-• nre OOllpmllde4 by the 

D'renoh capture of fort lft.ll~ Henn, ~ah. ~d guarded the n~.-.i appreaahea 

to the Mohawk Yallay &nc1 Albany. Finally, Pennsylvania and Virgin1a wc:e .

broiled 1n. a frontier oon1'11at . '!1th the Del.ar.~N, Shawnee, and other Ohio In-

d1a.ns, These .people had ~en advantage of Braddock's defeat to sett.le UDY 
'. . 

old soo.res w1 th the ErgL,.sh. 113, ,. 

1.'ox the F1 ve Ua.t1on,s , the tuatlcr.a wa.s oquallr d.isturb1ng. 'l'he loss ot 

Oswt>g0 had .opened the Mohawk Valley to Frenoh inva.8-1.on, and had the potent!.al 

of turning &11 of astern ai-r !~~It into 1i 1:attJ.eground.. British all1tcy 

1nept1 tude was und.areoored by the los$ of Fort ll1111aa Hem"1, whlch SJ.l'.Ten4• 

erect 1thile eevc-al ~san4 troops atoo4 aetien1.eu only a short. aarch. &'"'1 • 

In addition to the usual ~s.tree :tor ln111tary aid plt on th• by John.eon, 

the lnquo1s oounaUs ware al.eo beetege4 with pleas and d•ande f'L'oa Pennsyl-

112ib1.d., PP• 6;5-86. 

U)Janrtlngs, ~41ans• Rff0lut1on•, P• 3.30. 



nn1& to take an act1n part 1n bringing 1 ts front1.- nr te an end. C!l-.rq, 

t.he t!d.tuat1en 414 mt bode ..U tor the Ireq,ud• and, dDrlng the• 1ea.ra, the 

aod~ took steps te ptt e111e 41etanoe betllHll 1t.U and the Engl.lab 

until such tlae as the aU1 t&ry el tuatlon beaaae am:e clearly clet1ne4, and 

DJ.ropeu goals aore apparent. 

In re'br:ua.r,r, 1756, Jehnaa hal.4 the aeoen&l et his major wart1ae ceunoUe 

with the '1Ye R&Uena.114 B1 the UH the NU!lail CNmYmed., the Iretuela ha4 

a1nady bNn giYen a taste of what the year Wlll14 Mlcl. Sh1rl-, had., since 

early J&mW:'1, sollcd.ted. their at.cl ln stepp1ng the raids 1n P~l-nn1&t 

SCDethlng the Irequoie pardstently rtdused to .clo. rurthar, the Seeca• as.r

oulated. a black belt that had been emt by French otftcers warning the '1.Te 

Kat1ens that they- -..J.cl be attacked it they l!ltC'fff9d ln the war.11.S On the 

strength .r this aesl!lllge, the Irequ 1e requeetecl that relnf'orcaenta be amt 
116 

te Osnge as aaon u peuilale. 

Iroqueis concerns are up1y m .ctenoed by the exchanges at the Fart John

son oouncU, helcl tr. the 11th to the 29th et re'llrua.ey. In r-,lylng te Jobn

een•s epening raarka, Reel Heu, •ce again aoUng- ae the pri!lalpll spakar, 

rmncled the superlntenunt et the autual. ebligatlens lnhc-ent in the OoYnut. 

Cbaln, and expreue4 the hope that the English would. haMr tbMr- oomd.tamt• 

te &14 and proteot the I~ls.111 In reepoue to Johnson' s request that 

ll~rley to Jehn.89!1, New Tm.it, Januarr 6, 1n Johpson PaPFf• II, 
ft• -,9-12. 

US .. &xtnot tr.. Indian Pno11tU!P«••, 1n ,lt)mfPP ltW:t• IX, PP• )4)-114. 

ll6ns,c1. 
117•An Incl1an a.nt.--oe", fart Johuml, ·.r•'brl.l&'ry 18-19, ln itlmllD 

-• ?~ •• ,. IX, P• 3.59. 



1 

they take the initiative in di ciplining the Ohio Indians, the ve a.tions 

rema.1.ned non-oommi ttal. They defended this posi tien by deny that they had 

a:n;y special power over these people. They :f'urther wggested. that if Penn

sylvania had acted dth eater circumspection, it would not no be suffer-

i ng f'rom an . Indian tra.r . ll8 s exchange al.so su irests that much 0£ t he Ir-

oq ois' power aver client tribes was metre a &lropean fiction than a reality 

of Indian-Indian elations. Johnson cont1m1ed to press this i ssue, but with

out getting a.ny positive response from the assembled delegation. 

Johnson also pressed the Iroquois for more active military involvement 

111 - the upcoming caJllpa.ign. He cautioned them against "continuing any lo er 

in your past, lethargic, and supine state" and ed. them to honor all their 

commitments heretofore made.119 To the ive ations , however, no commitment 

had been ma.de beyond a vague promise made the previous year to k eep faith 

w1 th the English and consider requests for aid. In response to this speech, 

ed. l ead again prcmised to consider Johnson• s words.120 

'l"he Iroquois . too, made r equests at this meeting. The most recurring and, 

to t h em the most important, was the need for forts 1n their country to p:ro

tect the Villages if and when the young men went out to 'Har . The Five ations 

ware taking no cha.ncesa active participation on their pa.rt meant ad.equate 

protection for families and farms by those llhose work they were do • his 

th•e of forts and demands for protection runs throughout this and subaequent 

GeuncU0 and indioa.tes that the ive Nations were 1n no way convinced of the 

llBibid., p. JOO . ee also P• J68. 

u 9Ib1d., P• 372. Johnson's speech llas delivered on February 23. 

120 
tbl, Ibid., PP• 375-76. Red Head spoke on February 24. The full text of 

8 speech i s found on PP• 37'3-77• 
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1neY1 tabill ty ot English victory. 1.21 

While Johneon ,ma try1.ng to elicit soae favorable resi,onee troa the Ire

quois sache11. , Ene;l1sh mili taJ:'1 oper~.tlons went ahead e.s planned. Shirley 

a.gain ma.de an ascent Of the Mohawk River to 08lrego, but without much a1d 

fi'om the local Indians. Of' perl1oule.r concern to the Iroql,1ois 1f8.3 Penn

sylvania's dec1e1on to declare ,mr on all .those Indianes within the colony 

currently making raids e.ga.1.nct the settl•ents. Apparently unsatll:d'ied with 

the !roquo1s roply to reque,;,ts tor ned.i~t1on, the colony acted alone, with

out oons1:1lti~ other ott1~als. '1'1e result was conf'u ion and ala:rm among 

the Indians , 1:ho r-~.r the act,.o. ao enly tha le.test exam1>le of E:ng11ah double

daal,.ng. Johnson wae partioularly upset a.nd i orried that the Five attons 

would take Penneylva.n1a.'s action as further svidenee ot db'i.ded Eng11 h ceun

dls , and rould be even l e:--<-• Hilling to be drawn !ntn the ..ar.122 

Evan as Johnson t-irote 1n oaaplalnt to Shirley and others, the Il.'Oqttols 

~rere attempting a diplomat1o 1n1tia.t1ve of their mm. At &n u:pcoming Con• 

tedera.~J oou.ncll at Onondaga, the;y planned te treat lrl. th the Ohio and S,1S41ue

hanna Indian in an attempt to end all Indian infflvement in what was, to 

tbea, a white man's 118Z', What 1s curl.ous, · 1n view of their previous beha'Vlor 

en such occasions, was their attitude tol!lll'd Johnson's attendanoe &t this 

atta1:r. Johnson remarked that the Indians, "the Onondagas excepted, a.-re Vf/1:1 
12) 

-.raly ,u;ainat my going to the mo3t1ng at Onondaga," While the Iroquois 

121Prtvate meeting with the Oneic!a, I"eb:ruary 25, in Ibid., pp. 378-79. 
122-

John on to Shirley, l"ot't John.eon, A:,rl.l 24, in Jqhnson EIS!• II, •. -.,-'ta. . 
~JJClbnaon te Shirl.,-, J'ort JOhn•n, ~ 101 1n John.eon bPIEI• IX, 

• -,,,:,-!;(). 
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nwc gave & 4etinite z·eaaon fer t.ha1r inaiatence on Jehnsen's absence, 

their beb&vior p.t'ffeked llllch dieouseS.on, eapeoiall..y between Johnson and bia 

1Dfm.'llants wng the Jlobawk. l1he ()LnaJobarie aaabas suggested Onondap. 

· t.reachary as the reaaon for their approYal. , ot the 1nv1 tatien, and added 
12'1-

that the upper nations -nre not. te be trusted. In Yin ef the reoent 

French raid into the Moh&wk V&Ue1 which had resulted in the deutzucUon of 

Fort Bull at the Oneida Ct.Try, Johnson na prepared to beli-,re the worst 

about the loyal.ties of the four upper nations. 

It may have been that the lroqu.o1s' wua opposition to Johnson's atten4• 

a.nee stemaed from both a fear of French power• made all the more real by the 

Fort Bull raid, and their deaire to avoid ur, fUrtbar prnaure from the lmg

lish to take p the hatchet, Such preaaire •was causing ~ch 1nt.m:-nal d1e

aens1o as warriors and sacheas i1v1cled OVE the advisability of goillg to 

w.r. S1noe the French al.ea.rlJ doll1natecl the f'.rontiar, an attitu~ of dis

tance froa the Iimgllsh. iiigbt have NEllll¢ tho best means of self praaervatlOlle 

Johnaon, howevc-, ref\lsed all warniDga and ottm:e or ccaprollise and eabazk• 

tm:· Onondaga. on schedule. 

The ~ndaga, council, to 'Nhlch Jehnaon's preeenae Ill.lat have been a gr•t 

•barraaaent, did initiate steps toww-4 aattllng Punnsylvania's Indian war. 

The Ohio Indians were given an opportunity" to voice griffllnaes, and tboee llT• 

lns on the Susquehanna agreed to oee.ae f1gbt1ng and follow the advice of their 

uncles at Onondag&. A f1nal resolution at th1s oonfllet did not occur unUl 

th. lae-ton ·r-rea.ty of 17.58, mt the Iroquois initiative d.14 get the prooeu 

at&rted. 

H111ta.r14, 17.56 was Darked b:f Utt.le partio1pat1on by the Iroquois 1n 
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English oparatien.s. Johnson managed to keep sevara.l Mohawk • couting parties 

1n the field• rut f£ the moat, pa.rt the Five Nationo ld.thheld aid. Aside 

· :froa 1 tiiih mil1 ta.-ry rE'IV'erses which c«rtainl.¥ influenced Irequoi poll~, 

·t.he SWUllecr had been marked by a. number of incidents between Engl.1 h tr.eope 

a..'ld. Iroquois wa:rriors and fa.1:,1hJl:·s tha.t resulted 1n arrests, exchanges o£ gun

fire, and a lea.st one unpz·ovoked Ill'Urde:r of an Iroquois near Schenectady •125 

.. uch incidents could no·t have .reinforced. Iroquois feelings of seauri ty at th• 

hands of the English gave nment. In addition to this, la.ck of pa;rtioipot1on 

ma,y- havo been the xesul t of a.n &oonomlc 1s1s among at lea.st sctme of the 

Il.oquois. Uynde Wemp, ant b~· JC)hn60n to the Se.'1eca. as a.n armoxEC and in• 

formant, returned f:roa his :pos:t late 1n AprU oompla1n1ng that "the acara:1ty 

of 126 ov1sions ras uch amo st that that he couldn't e-..ibaist." Johnson 

added y1•·., another rea.soA for . Iroquois 1-.-i-parti~pa.tion when, in a re:porl to 

the oa.rd Gf Trade, he suggested that "the Six Nations a.1:e sensible that tha 

d.epriva.tio of wha.-t, they deem thei.r prope+ty w'"ill be the con eque.nce o · eltbar 

we or the rench presc:ribine; te s to eaoh ctthe:r•-and ence the chief ca.uw 

•f their indiff'e:renoe 1 i OUI. Qua,l: el. ,,l?,7 • aborating fu.rther • he noted that. 

"our indisai.·imina.te a.viflit,[ro_ i.ang}uan.s th6lll 'id.th jealousy a.nd. raises pre-

• di . 128 JU ces against us , which are improved by Lhe ~ aneh"'l." 

In or er to co;mter the ill .£fact.a o:f th& OsiililgO debacle , and to z:14 tb• 

125,,Some Art1ales for Lord Lou~s co-11G1do.rat1on", ilbar.y, Auguat 21 1n 
llbn:m ltPS111 IX, PP• 490-91. 

as 
WT..- •Journal of Indian PJ.oooeed1ng4•, April 29, 1n Dp9:ente RelaUYe, 
•.a..&.1 P»· 100-101. 

"o;rt Jolinso , Septembm.- 10, in 

J'ert Johnalm, Septeaber 10, 1!1 



Five Ifationo ot their indifference, Johnc--on callad. a. council at Fort John• 

no in mid- ,ovem. ·• •.!hl.le not a I!'Ajor satherl.ne-, the council di reveal 

' 
the degree to - hich the Irocri.101"' we:r·e beoom1:ng &1.1enated from the Fng11 .. h. 

The treaty mm.ite · are lleJ.•ked by exchanges that can only b des cr1 ed as 

measured and cold. For their part, the . ive nations cha.rged the ngliah 

w1 th cupid! t y , fo engaging in . talk d. t~ the French w1 thout informing the 

Con1'ederacy1 of " "'t1ngyness" in girtng out treaty gifl.s and trade good, 1 &Del, 

in a stingi attack on Johnson' s judgeaent and cha:racter, they suggested 

that mecsa.ge belts sent by him to the upper nat1on5 had. in faot been hidden 

e.nd. then se t to Canada by John on•s Tn~ian messengaI's .
129 

Johnson , in replying to these charges, could do 11 ttl.e to eoothehurt 

feeli s an •drl.vo a1,ra.y feellngs of distl:u t. e did, however, insist 1n 

trong terms that the l:roquoio give hi a clear, final tatam.ent of their 

position en the ttar, warning the.t anything less would be seen in English 

council a.~ a ign of untriendlines", Tho as"~embled s&ehems declared that 

s1ch a. s tatement could only OOffle f'r01l a full oounoil of the Oenf'edei--aey and 

promised to consider hi~ request and 4el.1Yer an answer as soon as posrd.ble. 

The Iroquois reply, when it came, underscored both the divisions that 

were ber,inning to appee.r within the Longhouae a.nd. a general de"'1re to re-

ll&in ape.rt from the Etiropean cor.tf'llot. At a ""eries ef OMlnails held in 

11&-rab and April of 175'7, the upper threfJ nation.- mr,de their feeliIJ€'S a.nd 

peltey kn • In reply to Jehnson' s questien .r the previous Nove11ber, the 

aahaas said " e are resolved to keep Friends on both Sides as long aE poa&lble 

6 not •ed.dla with the Hatchet, but ende&veur al~s to pacify the White P•pl•• 

129 
11 

Iroqu 1 reply to Joli.neon• s opening remark , in "Indian Pro-
;: ngs", fart J'ehnaon, Nn•bc' 12-21, 1n Doauunt9 R!1ft1••• VII, pp. 230-



130 
Our Arms shall be betwee. you endaavourtng to keep You asundar," After 

nearly tb_ee years of ~li h requests and admonitions, the ea.ahems o'f soae 

of the Fi e at1or, s w e rnak1ne 1h ~-" f'1 st formal deola.ra.t1on of. policy. 

It, 1.s orth notine; t hat these tribes did not vte their posi t1on a::; merely 

6 

one of neutrality. ather, hey 1mr.e es ta.bJ.ishing them elvas as peace-t.118kera, 

in order to k eep the English and F':t'-e.nch ''arunder". tofl a post tion ·would 

accor.d Hell w1 th tradi t1cmal Iroquo1e. policl.eis and goals aB e::::tabl1ahed by 

the proph + D ~ana dda at the time of t.he foundin.1 of the Oonfl"ldm:e.cy. The 

up,ez- t r ibes also tel t th~t t h"Y m,d th~ mil1 ta .. and di u.ooatio pol er to act 

i n oh~ c pa.city . 

Th~ declaration of the O eicla 8Jl Toha'ldf'. e:P..c.- em a.re not eoc,rded in the 

· 1e 11cy of t .~ei'T: este:<:1 . broth • I nd.eed, th e1e two ri.rt1on , with Ollle 

Tusca.ronr.s , provi ed nearly the enti.re Iroquo1 .... mil 1. ta.ry oontingen"' in he 

"P.rl.tish ca.'ll mt11 1759. ..: e rM-raOn"' for a, c. a. C,ivergence in policies 1:, 

hard to det,ermine, e peoiplly since the oha:wk 1 particular ~ are ta..Tdng most 

of tha Indla.n lo ses a. nell 9.A many insult<'! tr.om the English. Johneon' s re-
1 • 

port hint a.t a €,"l.--Owi ~ rlft. between the t,m, lower na.tions &nd the upper 

trtbe~;. The lohawft warned Jelle Fon<la a.n Thoma. utler not. to set out tor 

the 1:ppe:r cotmtry i n January beoat e 1 t t-ra.B not. safe a.!ld tba.t they "wou 'd 
- _, l]l 

stand a ohance to loos9 Hie cal.:p amo05 themlthe upper na.tion~." 

'!'he war was taking it., t,oll ot the Iroquois 1n other way • Thoma"' But.lar 

130troquo1s ~eoh o:t kt:cb 28, in "Jmrrnal ot Indian Atta.i:rs", Fort 
.,..._, Ila.rah 19- 4pril s. 1n OHi.PP blKI• IX, P• 669. 

131.aepen et J.Uea rend& and. Tbaaa .Butl..-, Janu&TY, 1757, ln a!!ll-
Rn Pap~, II, pp. 657, 6?0. . 



r po2: Gd 1n Ja.rBJ&ry of 1?57 on -l.he rrea.t qua.ntityes of 11 brought to" the 

132 Oneidas, a.;i d of their c:onstant sta.te of drunkanesa. Jc,hn on also express• 

ed. hie oonoern at the laxge number of Iioquois who CBJAe to hi.., hora- loo.king 

13'.3 
:f'or rum. ·uch comments becaae more frequent during 17 57 as did oom-

plaints by India.ns of illicit r..Ull d.eel.ar1S. ~ the soc1.al disrupt

ion ca;u.sed by liquo:r· was the shortage of food a.nd. clothing among the ive 

:a.tions.134 f inally, there l-m.s smallpox. Johnson reported 1n JUly tha t "I 

have. &ix of my Peo,ple in t he Swl. pox and several Inds in ye out houses. 

I t :t·agas Vf!IIT'Y much in t his part of the country• a.nd t he Fivo ··ations have 

carried 1 t with t hem. The two young fello ... who t ook it a.t my House d3ed 

at the arJRa.11 latts. vizt ye Bunt• .,..on & l imble Rist • • ,135 The fate ot 

Fim l e i sts nd others must have been on the minds of Iroquois men Hho 

would have otherwi se been 11lllng t o <>erve in the E.'1elish a.unies. 

The ,.ar a.."1d the Iroquois atti tude toward it uere having a decided in

fluence on other I ndian:; who lool.:ed t o the ive !,a t ions for guidal100. In 

liq, John ·on heltl, a brief confer ence with a. dal.egation of fa.nticolces, Oonoys, 

and Aghquaga.s . 'l'hese people expressed l".u.Oh concern o-.rer the behavior of the 

h"Oquois , observing that " lole s~ that the 5 ?~at1ons a.re much divided amongst 

th8I:l~elves" and p:res"'ad Johnson to "'pare oo ef'f'ort.s to keep the Fi ve lifationa 

lOJ&l and fri endly •
136 

132Ibid,, p. 67J. 

13311:L.'ldian Proceedings", :ort Johnson, April 26-27, 1n JOQP§On ~• 
n, •· 694. 

l.J4 btmso Johnson to Petar and. lll•beth Vr&xall, rerl JehnaOn, July 17, 1n 
__ n Pap ~-n, r., , p. 799. 

135rb1 d., p. 800. 

136"---
b AU Indian Congress", Fort, Johnson, .A.pt'U. 29-14.a.Y 1, i n Johnson Firm'•· 
-. ,. ?06. 



68 

Vbet.har large---.1.e Irotal• hftly--t ln the 1757 caapa1gn would. h&Ye 

lla4e the oritloal 41.ffcenoe to lnCJ,lab teroea la unoc:taln. Vbat la oar-

taln 1• that the Britlab alllta.r, oentlmed. to gi.Ye grollD4 ~-- aggl'e•a1Ye 

rrenoh tnops. The relllllt ... Wt.bar HaOIIMSJPC ut•t. at rort YUUu 

HUl"J', one that aonYlnoecl ~ ~1• that naatrallty was the llisest pal.107 

to follow. The loaa ot thla garri•n at.ripped the lngllllh of their 1aat out

peat north ot Albany and. lla4e the nertbC'Jl Kn IC'k rlgl.on aD4 tbe llob&llk Vall-, 

wlDC"&'ble to J'rmoh ra.1.cla. 

Th• alllta-q eperatlona an4 ~1• 41pl.GMC17 1n 1758, •••• 1n ll&D1' ~•• 

npet1 tlena ot the prmeu• year. fll• year bt8an on a sour note aa th• Jloballk 

ot rort. Hunte Olllp1a1ned. a'blut the Ylolent tr•tamt they ha4 reoeiYecl :tJ:a 

tm looal pzrl.aon. hr Jebnaon, this 1Dal4mt-.. are than th• usual oaa

Jl,a1nta ot beatings or bu worcla, a1noe lt ~eot.ly lnYOl.Yed. Abrahaa, a ·saoh• 

et the nll.age.~:31 

Aa ln JUt year•, tbe '1Ye lf&tlona ha4 oalled. a geural oounail at Onon

taga to 41.aauu aattara relative to tu -.r and. otbc ls•••• Jobnaen, b&Y

lng reoeiYed. an lDYltaUen ~ the ~•• plannei to atteil4 and. uae what

war lntluenoe M aU11 W to ga1n Intuoi• mppert tor tba •--- auqaalgn. 
' 

Aa ba4 happened. 1D 1?5?, th• Irequo1a upre••- their 41aa:pJlfflll ot hla go-

bs, lilt this t1ao tb• reuona ant tM MDnar et upnad.Dg tbal nre liore toroe

N. and. 41rect. S1gnlf1oan~, it-.. the nllage ot QanaJoharlo, the ••t 
In-Inglish ot tho Ifttuo1a Y1llapa, that ett.-.4 tboJ •st streDIOII• o'bjeo

U... The--• et that Ylllage ola1ae4 that any inTitatlon to a J:uropeu 

te attend, a full oounaU at 0DOndaga -.., ln a HDM, un•natltutlonal, ainoe 

b 131•Jourm1 ot Indlan Attars•, rert Johnaon, Jamar, 1), 1n :!tbPfOP 
Si, XIII, PP• 104-108. 



l t nelat.l ana1ant msta. TheJ auggest.N that Jobneon ebM&l.4 be oentent 

to reoei.Ye 110r4 et -.ma11 uciaiona by ......... In line vltb W.•, ,U..., 

stated that UT Onelda lDYltat.lon wu 111-1 and. blntecl that the 1.nn.t&U.on 

was, ln tac,t, part of a plot teal.the kUl Johuon _. d1111'1lpt the oeuna11.l:,8 

Johnacn1, la)naM&l no d.ollbt 111th beth the aquuDt an4 the tact tbat tbe ••• 

the trustees of the ,olltlaal syst.a, ,,.. • .,.-Jrt"!C, 4NUJae4 the 1nntaU.on. 

Hanng clecd.4e4 to rmz•n at hlM, Jebnaon turu4 bla ena:glea to oelleot• 

lng Indlana tar Geunl .Abarar•'bl•'• planM4 tld.Ye teaM the 1renoh fort.a 

on Lat• Cbu.pla1n. In 11441 tion, he waa oonCNll'ile4 abeut the. ont1mll111 Ind1an 

war en ih• Penns,rlftnla · f'ronU..-. PaoUJlDg the Dill.a•• bNa•• ••· aore 

lllporlant. DOW tbat & Noen4 Brit1ab &m,J Wlll.4 N llffiJlg through tJMa ool.mQ' 

en lt.s _,. te the Oblo. That Irotueia :tMi Snge te-.1:'4 t.beH OllltPl1 p• ba4 

mt · ab&nge4 mab la mduoed by ·J bnaml'• ~u.w· 111 a lntar to Abar

arabie. H• blue4 l~l• ooeln••• on the ut•u at Oanp u.4 rort vu-. 
lla• Bary, &nil auggene4 tbl.i unleu the Bngllab ..... ..,.. 11111t&ry mooeu, 

the ft.Ye Xatlona wul.4 oent.lm• to be nmt.'ral _.· ..,.., ,j91n ' tbe 1renah.1'9 

Jobuen • • nept1at1ma reaulte4 1n · .... In9,lol• panlc:d.JaU• ln Abar-
. --bl•'• oaa,-tgn. 11• aa al•· able to get the ftye lat1eu te •non a . · 
pura1 P..oe OOUDall at lllutoll, P.iau.,lYUd.a, that . nenta•al'ly led to a rea

elutlen ot 'the ~nu.- wr •. llfO Tbia ~•1• )IIZ'tlc:d.:,atiea ha4 not bMn • •11y 
' ' ' 

•'bta1ne4. Jobnaon, facd.ng a llllltar., U.e-v.ble, lulatel on b&Ylng tbe war-

,I 

l"IA- . 
-1.bld., PP• 111•12• 
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Jobnaon to Gmar:al Jwa Abccrallble, Albu¥, ltq 10, 1n :lW'PfflP 
ISi• II, PP• 901•902. 

1"°rw a U •t et the 111111bar of •• oemrtllllW by -.oh muon to the 
~ GMrge &1.111, - :!tbPMP bllFI• IX, PP• ~5. The Moba11k and Oneida 

4ecl. 2'IC> Of the 3.55 Int;uo1s .-rn.ora. 



riora &aM111ble4 &s tu1,akly u poaalble. TM Iroque1.a ebjeoted., ols1•1ng that 

his "lmrry1Dg le pc:•ptary ••saac•a" Y1olated. au.- an4 v.-. i,atmt.17 rwte. 

The Iroftuo1• wou14 oollld.UE' and 11•• &14 •n their nn teas, they woul.4 mt 

be •41:ff• te -.r • .).41. lohnaon need not haft worrt.114 about &fflYing at the . 

battle. on u.•., s1Doe bi• Intuo1s alllN n9"c get te llitld,n •uaket 1'1111• of 

Fert C&ri.llon at T1oen4arep. Ratbc-, they •t •n the .S.Wln• an4 watobe4 • 

OOlWID dtar oolUllll ot Jmglillh get abot te ---· ln a ftln attapt to at4ml 

the l'Nlnah llnN. Nr the tblr4 tiae, the Iro4(uo1a' t&i tbfu1 a111.e• b&4 been 

After a 

grneJ1Sng s1.x •-th - • JG81l, JebD J'erbe•'• oollaotion d lofta, JilagUah, an4 

oolon1al. ~ ntoek · the f01'k• d the Oblo. llblle the Ohle Oounf.r,r oeul.4 

mt. yet be .Ue4 •Bns]J.eh•, J'erbe• an4 Id.a &nV' bad. .a. .,.,gt, ot an 111-

pre•aloil w 01111• the Dalaware to oau ln tor talk•• Bl• Yinairy on the Ohio 

-, al• ba•• been re.,...S.'ble fR a abuge 1n attitude - the Inciuoi•, 

e•pea5&ll7 the uppm: mtlen•• hr 1lb8ll lebnab apin wet wnc the ft•• 

Uttarmt reoaptlon. At a oowacd.l at QuaJobazi• 1n Aprll, the G••••• S..aa, 

baretotere eo ap..1nat an Bagllah &llSuoe, propaN4 that the Bngllah strike 

at th• J'renah poet at lf1apra. The 1clea waa Obrioualy a gN4 ODO, eo po4 1n 

faot that Johnaon an4 th• ... Aud.an GI s1nd11r, Slr lettr.T Allbent, Yie4 

111.tb eaah othar tor the bonar ef lta autbonbip. Th• ethm:' :cr..uo1• aeon "91n

el the Seneaa 1n propeaS.ng mah an oparaUon. lobnaon, anannt.17 eag11r tor 

Tw 
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"ID41 an Pna11dt ns••, rort lobllaDn, lw 1:1, 1n itbPIPI r,.w,, -. ,. m. . 



another opportunity tar m111ta:cy glory, wrote a. lengthy propoaal for suoh a 

oaapa.1gn. His &Tdour s B011ewhat .lessened when ha learned that Allhcst 
142 

had chosen an English professional to 1-.d the attack. 

The reason for the Seneoa change 1n attitude had !lllch to do with the 

chant,""1:ag m.ture of the r1ar. English forces on the Ohio pve evidence that 

?1 

the Frenahllan·• s days in the west were DWllbcred. The upcoming campa1gn llight 

well be dac!.ai va and 1 t would be well te be on the ld.mdng aide. EooDlaics 

also sM11s to have plqad a part 1n chang1J18 the ll1D4a et th• western Iroquois. 

Jehn•n• 1n his report to Amherst, aentionecl that the a... an4 •9 Nations 

et the sa1d Foreigll Indians• ha4 sent a belt te the Eaglish for the prrp,se 

et opening trade negotiaUons.1,.3 SUah u interest 1n trade wuld make Mnae 

in Yi8" ot the French 1nab111ty to keep a mpply of trade pocla Oft1ng into 

Canada due to th Br1 tiah naval bl.oak&U. Thia ahartage et good.a oaul.4 

account far the sud4a oeolneaa on the i,art fJf the weatern Iroquela tellllrd. 

the Prench and their cooperative attituu th&Z'd the Ji:ngllah, who• goods nre 

both plentiful and ch•P• r.- llhatffar reasons, th• IretUOla eagamesa te 

take an active pa.rt 1n the nr •• umlatatable. John&el\ reJO.CL.-4 that he 

oeul.4 easSl y provide eight lundred warr10rs tor the liapn GUIJl&lgn. :&.'Yen 

allowing for a 41aaount 1n mm'bars, Inquola panio1.pat1• vu nonethalesa 

llqnealve.1114 

Aa f1lla1ly exeou.ted, the Ilagan GUlpa1gn terucl ,art ~ a tour-pnng

el Inglish attadt on ~nva. Vlth aarly nine haD4n4 Ind1•n• 1.n the rank•, 

VW..Uten, Sir MJJ}1y :!tbP,e, P• 24:J. 
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Johneon to Allber•t, CUajehar1.e, Ap:1.1 21, ln i•lmen hlEI• m, 
•• 28-29. 

w. 
Jebnaon to .lab.rat. O&Da.,1th&1:1e, Apdl 22, ln I'b14., P• 31. 
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Gener&l Jet,.n Prl4N11x' s a.rzy moYed up the !lfoba11t Valley to O ego, and fro• 

there to 11.u.an.. After little m-e than two weeks of 'bolll~erit, aga.ra 

eurrenured. ho monthe later, aa .hb.er t J:ras cont,)11<1&t1ng his COftlUNts 

en Lake <lhupl&tn, Jan Voll• tOt'llecl Q!le~ec • . 1'1 Dece,,t.ber of 17.59, the war 

wa1J, ,for all praetioal purpo es, at ai, end. 

The conquest of Prench aa.nada pneentecl the Bnglish with "· treaendou 

opportunity. ror the ftret 'U.a• 1n rrn- a C9!1tu,:y, the Gnat Lakes :-cegi.on 

was open to Inglish trad.C'• anc1. eettlara.· le eeonc ba.4 the last ,lrenoh 

t.Toope 1&14 down their ans at Montnal. in 1760, than lngllah efflo1als on 

beth d4•• of the Atlantic~ plann1ng fer an enlarged WBtC'll t.rad1ng 

api!.'e baeed, not &t Albany or Oawego, but farther west at Detreit and hrt 

Pitt ctn the Ohio. Western tribes such as the Otta11a, lllini, lt;yudet, and 

lf1111aa Johnson, and. scores of othc' opportunists lNkecl te the west as a 

aoarce ot wealth and. 1Mhf91'• 

Par the ftye Nations, the English Y1otory bad a tar 41tterent 119&111:ng. 

11th lnglleb access to the weat &asiredi the Iroquois poll1t1on .as tavared 

lnteraediartes w1 th ••stern trl. bes as pl.aoecl ln jeopa.~. Furthm-, the 

at1re plq-ott systa that had allowed the Irotuo1s to presCC"Ve their au

--., and :POnr ~fir nearly a amtury ,... 111cl4enly umee. vs. tiwut the ll'renoh, 

•ab a policy ll&de no s.nae. In t!bort, the nllGlleh vi~ 1n Canada bad~ 

Nllte4 the Iroquois w1 th a tar grate ad.sis than the war 3',lst mde<l. Vi th 

_.. 11111 ted options, and faoa4 with a nctor19Us, expar11d.on-mn4e4 Inglish 

--•• the F1Ye Nations woul.4 have to wo.rk out a nn acomaaodAtion u ~ 

Jla,-ett systa was ab&nd.oned. 1n tanr rd h&r4 bargaln1!Jg.
14.S 

14.5vauao., P,ath pl Reblrtb rd the Seneof• P• 114. 



CHAPTm IV 

alISIS II Tll1i: WBSTt ml POST • VAR TIARS1 

1760 - 1764 

The oonquest ot Cenai'a, oompletecl 1n the J'all ,ot l?&J, na.rlted the ~ 

ginning of a period of adjustment and transition 1n the relations ot the 

Five at1ons and their Eoglish ne18hbars. The sudden departure et the 1"renah 

£roa 11&1.nland north Amerioa created a ar1s1s tor both Englishman and Iroquois. 

In each oase ·the ar1s1s involTed the neeeueity of adjusting to new 11111tary 

and pall ti cal rea.11 ties on the frontier. '1'h1s adjustment 'm'ought td th 1 t 

oonfliot and a feel.1ng ot une&siness a.nd d1strust on both e1.des. The west

ern uprising ot 176:3, usually associated: with the Ottawa ch1ef, Pontiac, w.s 

only one of the more violent and prolonged episodes in a larger pattern ot 

oenfliota and oonfrontat1ons. 

For the Engllah, the tall ef Canada opened up tor expl.o1tat1en a terrl• 

tory several Uaes larger than th• old uinl.and colonies. · But 1t the eurremar 

ef Montreal brought :prospeats of we&ltb and mapire, it also placed Englan4 1n 

the •moeatertahle ,eai tion ~ the oonquer«r 1n a teetgn, stUl hostile land.. . 

To sa.y that Britain oontrolled Clloada and its west«rn tar.dtort.es ~ 17{,() ·· 

'- 1764 would be to ovarstate th• case. Not unt.11 the Sumlar ot 1761. did. 

»-anent garrisons arrive at Det:r:e1t a.n4 Mtob:IJSu,nldnao and the lesser poets 

l1eag the Great Lakes. Even then the nu.ab£ of treeps, approxillately two oca-

11111• ef infantry, was a token force unable to aa1nta.1n contl:el OYer suob a 

't&at recs.on. The settle4 pane ot Cuada, wbUe eoau.p1e4 by HYm:al British 



regia•ts, held a popil.at1en that had. 1et te be reconciled te the new ngiae. 

On the trcmtlar, Inglish oontrol bad not been reoognlised by the MVC'&l. 

nations Of Indians that. maintained. control ner the la.nde south "1 the Gr•t 

Lakes. •Vhile ·the Otta• and othar Ind.i&ns near Det.re1t welooaed the English 

troops in ·1761, they in no~ ,surrenclere4 their ' awereignty. Rather, they 

hoped that the English would. siap\y rapl.aoe th'elr tOJ.'llar Il'rench' tr&d1ng i-,rt

ner 1n 11&1.nt&lning a favorable business relationship. · 

To the ·Ixoquo1a, the Eaglish Yiotor, 1n A.am• 11&S a 111xe4 bless1.ng. On 

one hand, · the war, whiah hs4 CrJ.'"elLted hare! feeling,s an4 tension w1 thin the an

fede.raa,, was v1rtual.l.y at an ends and td.th it en4i9Cl the· constant dread. that 

had hung •eY'er the Five lfat1ons· oenoerning their· security. ·In the leng l.'IUl, lww

tHer, the English oonquest af OMad& was to· m-ee.te· more probl.•s f'or ·the J'i'Ye" ~· 

Nat!one ;than it eolYed.. The NlllOYa1 of Pren.ch power •~ the oont!.nent u. 
stroyed the diplaMt1o principle upon 11hich the Iroquois had ba8e4 their 1n

clependenoe and power. · WitMUt a second Juropean poffll!'.' · to balanoe against 'the 

English, the Five Nat1<ms taoe4 -a long pedoc:l o'l preseures tor land and a de

allne 1n ~estige 1n t.ne eyes of ·their soaittiae •allies. · 

That Iroquois-Engl!.eh relations we:r.e ta.Idng· a dittarent turn !.a m.d.enoecl 

'by the DWl9rO'Je ex~ee, both prl-n.te and publlo, of the 1•e4iate poat•-.r 

l)arlod. After 17(1) relations between the tw peoples were marked b,y sharp 

41aputaB, •bitterness, and distrust on both sides. Even the Old Agreellent, or 

Gnenant Chain, m.s s1.6Jliftoantly altered. Prior te 17M, treaties and oounoila 

ba4 been held in a splrlt or coop«t;ation, ho1'9W'er torced or contrived. The 

a.gi1sh willlngly aooepted tra.d1 tienal Iroqneis ~ioes and protoOlll u 

ll!r"4 to in the original. CoYenant. After the oc,nquest, the tone and purpeae 

., the oounoUs ohangec!.. Sir William Johnsen more ~ently s,oke 1n. the 
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rmtrr of a st.am tath.- than of a llt"ot.bar. Ria speeahe were -.rtecl by 

thr•ta, tr n,1., tsr ~ation, an4 cont1nual reminders ef the ebllgat1ons 

owed b;r the Pive 1'at10Da to the Great Ung 1n Bngland. Hls unnar .. re1n

tcn:oe4 by tMse ef oth11r royal .ni.olala, •at mt.ably the American COIIM"dara, 

Sir Jettr-r uh.-st an4 Thallas Gage. lfhll• the Irequaia oontimed to 11&1.n

t&in, in oounall, a ap1rl t ot unity &D4 pnc, in N9l.1 t:r their posl tien had 

abanged moh s.1.nce th• ~_.,.a et the Lake George -,a1gn an4 lU.a8ar&• The 

Yflr1 spirit ot the 09llllalle attc ~1f:l:J m4enoea a uol.ln• 1n IfttUl• ,-nr 

an4 pr-estige relative to th• Bngllah &D4 t.he weatarn Tn41Nls 1the bad reomt.1¥ 

bean 1.nntecl into the Oeveaant. 

This ohllnge in atti tua. tea.1.'4 tlw Irequoia en the part -' Brl tish otftolala 

1n general, and Sir lftlllaa Jehllan in parUrul&T, atamel ~ the nature ot 

England's :trcmti«r prebl• 1n 1?60. 'l"8 uneettled ngiena of Canada were 1n

bab1ted by Indians 'llhe, far Wtrr a omtury, h&4 -.1.ntainecl al• ua4a aentaeta 

with the IPrenoh &nd whe, in 11&111 oaaea, ha4 lately ls.n.4 the hatohet ag&lnat 

the English back settl ... ta. These people •• Inglish Yiatery as a thr•t, 

not only te their establlahed eoenoaio pattarna, lut &l• te tbelr lanAs. The 

tra:taent ef the Deluare, Sh&IIDN, an4 othar berdar tribes ha4 gt.Yen I""Sana · 

farther west oause ter al.u:a. DurlDg the 1-.rs • med4 ately followlng the Bag• 

lillh OOnrtUest, the In41anet atd.ppea, Ottawa, v:,.na.t, Sauteura, an4 ll11M1• 

lluda, beeaae oomtnoecl tbat Bng.1and • • u1 tillate gM1. w.a te dispoa•u tblll 

1114 Mallpy the l.an4. 

llngland's probl•, therefore, 1tas to establish and Mintaln IUfflcimU, 

8le4 trade relation!!! with these peeple to gum:'IIDtN a profitable~ in fllrs 

1111 allow tor the wentual aettleaent et the trane-Appalachlan region. Tbla 

11'9ld• was })art1oul.arly a0t1te when the Bngl.1ah 11111 ta:ey and t1nanc1a1 151 tuation 
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i s examined. Those troops still in Amarl.ca had been reduced to mJn1Ml mm.

bars th.--01 ,.. ha.rd campaigning. leaving few men for ga.rrlson duty. ealis

tica.l.ly, if the ·;astern tri s ld.shad to wage war on the back settlements, 
' 

th e ua , , r the mOlllent, 11 tt.le the · 1sh m111 ta.ry could do about 1 t. 

1na.nc1a.lly, the ministry 1n London ra eager to reduce . the normal. and extra

ordinary expense a.qa<>ciated w1 th the Amadoa.n foroes. Chief aaong these 

ware the thousands of pounds d1strl. ted by Johnson and his deputies for fts 

and condolences to tho Iroquois and other Indian &1.11es. The AJlerioa.n command• 

er, Amherst, was convinced that suah practices must wentually step, the soon

er the better. 

The solution to these problems came to be embodied in a number of official 

acts , uno:f'ficial. policies, and stop-gap measures, uh1.oh wentually became 

known a.s the "Plan ot 1 ?64." Its orlginator was •1r lll1am Johnson.146 '110 

lessen the i,roblems outlined above, Johnson proposed a new 1m.par1al Indian 

policy. SUoh a. policy, if aicoessfully oe.rried out, would lessen the causes 

of conflict, thu reduci the need for troop and, hopef'ully, ~or oostJ.y 

gifts to Indian leaders a.nd peoples. s1caJ.ly, Johnson' s sah•e oons1sted 

ot, area.ti a.n enlarged and more powerful Indian apartment mdch would have 
. . 

acaplete poners to n~otiate and control Indian a.ff'airs on the :trontiar, 1n-

Upendent o "' the mlli tar.YI a guarantee to the ,1astsrn nations that the king 

-id protect them 1n their ri tful olaims to lands ly1ng outside the settl-

11 Z'egions of tha colonies, -ands the establishment of ~ well. regulated, fair 

\Ion l46r a.n exoellant summary of Br1Ush Indian policy before the evolu• 

1 • see , Peter shall, "Oolonia.l Protest and Imperial etranchment, 
..,_ Polloy l? 1?6B", Journal of American Stud1ls l (1971), 1-17. Also 

et 'Yalue is Je s , "Indians" 9Y'olut1on" , PP• 33 •39• 



trade Tith the estern tribes 1n the hope of thus maintaining their :f'riend

hip and oopexa.tion. It was in his efforts to bring these measures inte 

ei that Johnson began to ignore the Iroquois and nork for a ne , quite 

different venant Cha.in relationship. 

In John..,on' s schEDe of things, 't,he Iroquois "WOuld play an important, 
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est and most pouerf\ll Indian ally, the Oonfederacy would be use:i:"ul in supporting 

o:rown policies and in influencing other tribes. Johnson would continue to 

support Iroquois cJ aims of control over the h1o Valley in order to facili ta.ta 

negotiations and land transfers. The Five a.tions could also serve as a use

ful counterpoise to the numerous and latently hostile western tribes. All of 

th1 na. to be conducted, however, from a position of superior-subordinate, 

ot 1n the context of "brothers", although that tem continued to be employed 

as a diplomatic nicety thraughout the period. · Iroquois prestige and independ

ence rere also ohallenged, indirectly, from another point. Johnson alearly 

saw the ne •1 political and llil1 tary realities on the f'rontier, one of which was 

the potential power of the western nations . The Great Lakes aud lower Ohio 

Valley were now the oenters of itish interest, not the invasion routes into 

the ew ork- e · England region. As a reau t, Johnson spent much time and 

•argy oourti ng the Ottawa Oonf~era.oy and relatively less time on the Iroquois. 

In his view, the -ive ations, uhose strategic and economic value trere no r 

lh1ted, oould conveniently be subordinated as part of a larger, 1mper1al 

ll&ttern of Indian relations. Thus, the new Iroquois-English relationship 

111Uld be by nature oontraotural.. The English lfOUl.d a1pport the Iroquois and 

the1r al.a1ms onl a.s long as the Five Nations could effectively a.ot as a support 

flit- Br1 ti imperial policies . 



ether the n ve lf"tions owld. adequately tulf.111 their new role lffl.s !!'\ 

open queetion in 17~.. 11-.at the Mohs.wk and One1rfa had suffered heavUy dur

i ng the ra.r can be attested. to by r eJ)ea.t.ed :!'eq_uest~ :f'm:- food ~nd· olothin{P as 

well as by-r'be obeerva.t1ons ot v1 1t:t~ llhle11~~mum.1~7 Thare ims also the 

Tenewed Pl"'Oblem of land speculttt1on 1n the Maha.wk Valley, Tfit~ t,h-, en.d of 

t he ·rar, dozen , of ..«ml.d•be 1!'1'14 ~s, 5.no,1.uding Johnson e.nd the L1e11t,mant. 

Governor. of e~r York, strm-e to h'!Y up la g9 tr.aot of I?:"Oquo1s land. ·Th• 

method w«re often nothing short of robbecy an~. ca,ised the lolfflr Iroquois 1111oh 

concern f(fr the1r f'\lture eeon«do seourl.ty snd sooial. 1ntegctty. 91mllsx 

. ... 1"'8 
soh9!!9· alone; the .1agara .1ver po~ a i;hreat to tha tie8'~ St1nece.. 

F1nally , thero ms the problem of the ellent ribes, e$1)8o1ally those on 

the upper Ohio :Ptver, The t"!tr had ~v~ ti\<, Maws.re a.nd. Sha: 1eo the o:ppo--.r.tunS.ty 

ne'9ded to declare th~r ind~en.o~ frGl'l t,he Iroquois and. oon<!uot their 01'4ll 

di'.Qlme.cy 'Hi th the English and Frenoh. The E:n#r..l1ah ha.cl given· s.tppm."t to this 

IIIOVeaent by negot.1at1:o.g directly td ,h the· Ohio Ind'tan 1n an effort to end 

the costly s.nd en1be.r.1~·ut.1.ne frentiEI'.'." .m:- in PermqlVMia. The Mnso were a.l~ 

taking a 1'llOY."8 independent a.ttttude. Any lor,.s of cooperation with these people 

CN:IUld further unde!irnine Iroquois stand1ne; w1 th the El:iglish, ad.noe the· colonial 

and royal goverrnnents expected the n.ve Nationi:: to control and nEl€,'Ot1ate for 

these people, part1oula:rly 1H tho ratter of land ceesions, 1119 

l47NJour nal of ' a:rnn Johnson, Jun& 29,. 1760-J'ul 3, 176l.,., 1n John.sop 
IEJUi• XIII, PP• 187, 189, 194. . 

uaAaherst to Johnaen., in: Yark, 11q ?, 11~. 1n J9)napn IIPIEI• x, 
,.. 268-?0. 

Inf "9Jennings, "In"1a.n$' 'Revolution", P• 332, See al.sot Wallace, Def:th 
._. 1•¥-rt:b ot thp Stalll, PP• 122•2). 
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tiar and tlu. level o:t Ill. content enc&. ooncern fel·t by a.t lea.st s®e Iroquoia 

can be seen i n the event,, surrounding the Detroit conferanoe •£ 1761., Thia 

-atil1g , :trom Scptem1Jer ' h o 17th, re:presented. Johnson's first a;tt.eapt to 

e a~ ant peace with the rea.t Lakes nations an6. bring · h8111 into an 

enla..---g9d Oovena.nt Chai..l'le Mberein t.hoy would be lin~.ed nth the Five ationa 

t o the English an &1.lianoe t,ha. would ~,;ua:i.'.'antee future aooperat1on ana a 

:-ofit.a.ble tra.do, That Johnson undertNk a long a.nd pc)tent1all.y d2..ne;eroua 

trip f'rom the -tohaldt Vall.ey to the rocently ocoupied etro1 t area sugge:,t • 

the impo.rta.nce that he, and the l~l1sh m.11 ta.r:y 00lllll8Jld, pl.aced in the weat

aru t r i lJes • 

.A.s Johnson moved up the Mohawk toward Osw~o early in July, .e hold Bff• 

era.l meetings with Iz:oquo',,s delegation.s , Jhile tha subject matte- of these 

e11coun-t~ varied, thoy 1l1cluded. a. b.riaf explanation by Johnson o:f' hi• 

In reply he - eooivr--.d a steady st:r.ean o:f' complaints about lad troa.tmoot frell 

soldier a.nd expres sions o:f' oonc«:.."!l our.r the sudden chane-e in Eng.'lis h polled.••• 
. 

At a meetL · with a. group of M1ss1saug&ld living 1n Iroquo1a, Johnson was 1uea-

t1oned olosel.y a.bou·1, the con't.1nued lllOVESen;t of ·'-roop:- into the we :t now that 

the i'ightir. · r.ad. stopped, 1~ The Onomlag-ci. ~e sed concern ovro.: Johnaon • • 

~-ney to etro1t . s1l ce it a.ppearecl ·t.o viola.le custom uid t h:rea;' ened tbe 

oenti-..J. position of · he h ·oquoL., oouncU fire ln , ;ngllsh f'.ronti~c dipl.omaoy •151 

'- 150
1 e til1G of J l 20, i. "1 laga.ra and et:ro1 t P:,"oce ti. · s I July-Sep

• • 1?61•, in Johnson fame, Ill, P• . 441. 

l5la..t1ng •:f July 21, 1n Ibld., P• IM4. 



At this suae 111eeti • the Onon~·~ eom1)].a.1ned abnnt t .. e plttnderln~ or o~e 

of their hunt.ers, Ka.nac!acta, b;y tToo::., movin"' to Os e!':G, l.52 One of ·the Mst 

p~ 1stcnt co (?la.1nt'9 , howev . , , ove::r thf.! sudde ~h.ort~e of arutUn1tion. 

• e ~11 ffer,r gro p ,:, CO'Untered asked. '":fflY the !'t.tpp1 or lead and po1ro.er hai! 

ee &u!denly curta.ilad., and. s!red for enot b to siJ."'~ain h1 1=:, y:trl19::- •153 

oq to1s we:re sae ti.al to Engl.L,h op!!:r.e.tio s , the a.mnmn1 tion ~Ad been fre-,ly 

and plentifully distributed.. ifcrn, as figh";in$ ended, the Enc;lish seemed bent 

on tot~ly d.isa.rmin their all.1es . It mur!:. e.l "o be borne i n mind ~ 1a , ftrr 

many !'oquois hunte:ra. gu.n~m.er had. become n basic nece s1t,y, 11.'thont ·1hich 

a.11.ze h1 p&] icy of l.1!31 ted allotments . e..'1 eco omy aearu ~ an~. on dA-

11; Ad t..o k"8!) t. e Ind.ians t1.ndeT control. 1.ro t Iroq o1s, !!l.lch a~ion 0011ld 

o:n.ly !II.ea?\ an a.tti»..mp by heir brot,1 ers to et ~le then. a:nd ta! e tb.e1r lands 
i 
l• 

Joht111on oou.ld provide no ~ e.JL"'~s to th<11'.e comp1a1nt,s e.nd attempted. t o 

content. 

Having reached Detroit late in Augur;t, Johnson prepa.'t'ed for the coming 

CGUncl.l. A the open.'lng of' tha con:fer.ence on Septm er th. he too P, . tQp 

ot 8011te e1gn1fiCNJ.ce ffl'len, symbolieally taki ·· a .Jrs.nd from the Iroquoi 09Uncll 

ft?."e, he lit a council fue a.t etroit fffr the restsrn natio. s . 1.n so doing, 

3etmMn wa taking the flret, step tOWB..ffl th'! establishment G't ,"113.t lat«- was 

l.52rbi4. , P• 44.5, 

la 
15

3zblc1. •• pp. q45, -..5.5. A1eo1 Johnaen te Alfther~t, Ger.,an na.tte, Juq 7, 
'"'"' hP!EI• , PP• )12-1). 



to become a basic element of 13rl ti h '!l:'fffltier pc,11cyt c!1rtd.1nir the Indiane 

i to •e:parate, rlval eonfederae1e te le~111en the 111':lihood. ~ military oe

o-pera.tion.154 

61 

The bul ~ the oonf'erence wa.. taken up 'lfith the excbl!.n • of good will 

and prmdse on beth side to hold. firm to the Onenant Cha.in and to oooperate 

i n maintd.ni peace. !Per his part, ,Jehnsmi ast!Ltred the aegmbled saeh•s 

and. warriors tha.t the EnP-,).1sb would preY1.de ample true and. preserYe Indian 

lands. Hi peeehes lfere strongly second9d by a d.elegatlon of Mohawks, led. by 

liclms flt Cs.najoharie, whose preeenee was intended to de11onstrate Inq_uo1s 

upport for Johnson's actions.lSS 

The eonfere ee ended ld.th two symbct11c aet • The Ottawa, 1lho dOllinated 

the imn.edlate reg1o , gave a calumet to the Jl!fehawk as & eyDtbol .r union, in 

the M.!lles of all the we-stern nat1o s. This act C011pleted at least one of 

John°on's m1a~1o t the reun1f1oat1on of all the tribes within the Covenant. 

It is 1gnifica.nt that threu out the cenferenee, the, wester!! trlbee were re

:terred to a. 0 1:xretheren" by beth Johnson and. the Mohawk, and not in the in• 

ter1or te:rn of "children". •Jhj_le ::::uch an alliance of tribes fflffll.d. ensure 

greatar effioieney in handling IM!an attairs, Johneen.. was alee a,mre ot 1 ts 

potential hazaxds. Therefore, as his la.st official. act 1n council, he appoint

ed three Wyandot :.achems to lead the so-cal.led •Ottawa Confederacy", to embraoe 

all of the ,~astern nations living near the Great Lakes. Just how moh ~ a 

001lte4eracy it was, or how cooperat1 ve 1 ts members were to1'l8.rd each other 1s 

111lalae:r. To Johnson, hew&Yar, its pirpose was al.ear, 1t was to serve as a 

1
5\eeting of eoaptembar 9, 1n "N1agan. and Detrelt Proceedings, July

leJtcbcr, 176111
, 1:a Job.11§9 fa.PITT• III, P• 47 :. 

lSSlbid., PP• 480. 2. 
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counterpo1 e to Iroquois porer in ho east. oh a oon.federacy could. help 

a su:ra Iroqu.oi coope:ra. ion by 1 t .. coerc.1..ve rse. 'l'h:1 .. con:f'ed ey could el.• 

e to eep ea.'3te:rn and. 1.56 apart. 

lhile Johnso was speak.1.ng t o the Ottawa Oonfede:r-acy, he tta-:: eJ.so ry• 

1 ., t..o P"&thar details oonaarnine a ,..oported plot, involving a nurnbm.:- ot 

t bes, to overt~ row Dr! tish m.1.11taey to. oe 1n the west. !owe of. thi~ plot 

.:1 first made !:now thx1'u~ a dispatoh tr<m the Dotro1t aom.ma...'lde=, :pta.1n 

Campbell, to hi su:pm.o s 1n mr YGrk, wlw then ferwa.rded 1 t to JOhnaon. 

Aecard.lng to Campbell, t.he Indians a.round Detro t were be:tng s t.ix-red up a

eain t t e EnelL by two Seneca mo c.1&.1.med. to speak f'o:r all the Iroquois. 

TheAe two 1100, 0uya.S' t ha a.nd 'l'ahe.1ador1s, displayed belt. wtrl..c , they ela1m• 

ed., h.aA. been e t y the Onondaga eotmoU. The ope.r.at1on, a :-- Campbell nnder

~t ood it, wa t..o con.c;.1.st of systma.tic attacks on t,he ··e ~1te_n post , incl.vd• 

157 
i iaea.-"t'B. a nd Fo.r.t Pit • Onoe d-1.sooveroo., t he plot, if st•ah th'.!'l"e was, 

quickly evaporated. Joh.nson and Amharat, ho1nwer, ·rere mich concaI11ed over 

the •e:.cy idea of an Indian aaeault, particularly one led or even ple,nned. by 

the 11 ve a·c1ons. 

While the nature of the plot, a.nd the identity of the C011Sl)L'V'&-tor.e, 1s 

uncerta..\n, the c:trCU111stances SU.":TOl.u:iding 1 t reiveal. n11oh about Iroquois e.tt1• 

tudfts totffl..'!' the l:mgl.1sh and their. peroeptione t,f what the future held. far 

1
~eet1n of Se tembe~ 10, 1n Ibid.,, pp. 491, 49L•. ee also, Vil.in• 

Wl1cht, 9FlshM· P• 1821 Huilton, Sir !Oll1M Jobe•h P• 294, 
1 ·· 

.), Oaptain Dona.lei c.apbell te Ubllrat, D9tro1 t, Jun• 17, 1n ,Iobne"! 
~7 I rn. :p • 4 ?-3 ' ~ ffl bell to Haj,)r W1111e.m a1te:re, Detroit, J .1 • 

• 1n Johnaop faws, n1, PP• 40~6. 
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t.hem and other Indi s .
1 .58 ~ - t .. o.rr. was indeed .;;ome pl.au to drive the .ll.rJg• 

lish ollt o.Z the west seems e :1.ain, giv the p.:availing riood of t he . eneoa 

aid other Indian a ~ 1·ell a.s info:rma.tio:a provided. · ;y oth ob-sarv u.15 

' he Jn'3 ,~ .ers a:ppea.r o hav b e either fl:: oro t ho vill ,.,e of enesoe 

f'rOlll ,,.h •tpper Ohio. llh!.0..1. ev - t,h.e case, t, • .sy r es ent _ ople uho .1ar• 

t . o lea ·t a ccommodated o;f all he IT.ogµoi s to Ji!ng.1.1. inti:u on int o the west. 
160 

That, the Seneca ad ample ~n for thei hostile feelings tow.rd t h• Engl.il!lh 

i quite clear . n the Ohio, · itieh troops ere bu,sily establishing a. cbain 

of post f: om Fo. t 1 tt to La.ke i e . Along the U.~a,. iv , i the v<n7 

bro.rt of Seneca territo:ey , reoent.ly reti ed Br1t1 .. h officer had been given par

mi.~aion t o e. tabl1sh farm a.nn settJ.81!lent s.
161 

All of thi s seMed to the San• 

er.a t o be cl.ear ola: io:'.:'ls of rep~ted promis " !&de t o the11 oy Johnson du."1.:'-

ing t he ra..-r . he S meai themselves o:f'f ere<l a.a thetr r easons i'or their 8Jlt1• 

.,.lish feell s 'the l1srospact shown to •:;hem by t he ga.rrj.aon·~ and. t ra.dArs, 

the a.& n r eductio , cf azr.m n1 t1.on · ppll.es , and thei:l: strong notion ·::;hat these 

11 attempt, to " cu.t hem oi"f'" and tak e t he land. Tbe 

solution a.. 1)ea,XCd. obvious, et.rtke l >e:fore the .l!J!J - 1 h oottld OOllplete their 

pl,ans.
162 

'l'his explanation wa supported by "lleh ob98J'.'Vet.'S, Johnson wrote 

158,ro n a.sSU!lec thai:. the plott er ,rer f?.'OJU '' el!eeee, ho1-~r, 'uyaeutba, 
at leaet, was Un.ng en the Ohio. SM1 Oupbell to Aaharst, June 17, 1n 
Joh.~son lla.Pez:.., III , P:P• 439-'-IO r a.llace, ;tgs.ir!P§ 1n -~n,~b,a...:]!e;, p, 1 ?J. 

159 . ohol ~ • ra.1.mrrit'I , •ed., ' eorge CrogbP.,n' s Jounlal 1759-1763", 
tenrlJMk "9:zJn• ot Kl,eon: ap4 l!1!S!Pbl ?1 (194?), 40?-408. 

loo 
V&llaoe, Defth g RebJ.rtb ft the bM9f• PP• 39, 114. 

161. 
1 Johnsan to 1-niel Claus, Oaatl• Cllabelr'lan4, ~ 2D, 1n J91m1Pp PaNl"•• 

• pP. 2 -?O. 

162 .. 
• ;op,J o· t Conference s-.,nt, by Capt. Ca.m ! e At a Cbuncil held at the 
~ Town near rort Detroit )4 July 1761 by the Dapaty• a d the alx laU.ou 

.... the O · a"as, 1 • Dt ~, Cf 1nm ci ghs, u Po o t am.'l s", 1n J o M n PaJ?Ff• 

..... ,. 451. 



..:. o arst that "I ti d. o late that a.1.1 tl e Na.t1ol i n Alli ce with us 

o e o might e o, '.;ht 1 t o Hi 1aje- ty~ Int -e,.,·.., , v jeaJ.Qns & 

' ' ea 3J at the coolne~ s ~a..T'J.ce ·/t he: t n~;: is she'l-m to 1a.rd t :lam, an4 

a.bove all a . the · ant of aJnl1l tion, -:mi.ch they look -:!:pon to 1-ie d.01 a Hi .. h a 4--

i -. o1 fa.1J.1 , non them. 11163 

A :pla s 1a1. a D tro1t, on~e tti~coveroo by Cap-ta.in Campbell, ne"'{er 

2.J..eria.lizec 1 t o a eoh ent a.tte111pt to :resi.., "rl ti 1.xmer . Indeed, cir-

n _ nr; t . e ~1hole ncid.EJrit a;_e 1I complete ru i a.t tJ.rne:J contra-

j cto: . e. to he :Pa,rtie i!rrolvcd and the ult imate oa1s err a:ny- attack. The 

Sane nf:!lretr. r e~ponded to Jo _son ' s epeated demands for· an explenation 1n a 

•·~.::r t hat ,rou.ld __ ~ ·~ ill of th. detc lls of plot. . Thi , ho, evf!f. , 1 rel.a.t1ve-

ly unimpor.tn t . l.A i mpo:r.ta~ oo of an: S nee . plo·t, ;.iai,~ 1 t~ emoni~tr: t.ion that, 

i n a lea.s t l :tmi tad :-s;y, many Ind.-t< n trere no mea.1 t'> tdllhw. to accept 

t .e _ r i ti r, dcf1n1 t 1on of frontioo. .. relatione a.nd ·ore '_J11 rr to oontempla.te 

step o act,lvel emove this net-t t ro~Mt r.t-o t-heb t, ·~ t.or y. 

Plot. , d t e J?OMG1.biltty (rf a. . ,ont,1 . m,.r. aftf:'r 1?6o, ha not eall.y 

'm!en e. ma. ,~or.r:icln:ration or t.J A :,:-1 ti Rh q;ove-rmum.t as it d.evelo:pa,..i 1 ts new 

we t.ern polic. • I e:r,.a1 offl_cl.sls OOllplacently elioved tbl-t the In 1 .. ns, of 

~.atevex oi p , roulC,_ be more than happy to become ceco a.-cl.a,..s dt13en"' 1n 

th.eh Oml lend in ex.chan9;e far the eommmat dubiou,s adn.ntae e · ,hat t re.<!e an4 

ll.llance m.th Erw1and cor.ld ve them. e evelat.ion tru,,t a plot l?a indeed 

a l'eal.1 t ·, and t.he.t 1 t i nc.lt:ded larrre um e.1'.'"' of gl · e' po.,..er. y l oyal 

ally •.h !roe, 01, ll!d to W'O:J:'?'.'Y a.rut :rear or. tbti part or military and ci7U 

111tho:rit1en in t e colo. 1 .... . Th ou t '1 _ . .. of. 17,;1, 111j.11tary and I i:'ldun 

16JJohni•""' -~ t o Am.her~ t, o:rt John11'4!m, Jun~ 2J. , i n Johnson Pa.pe:r,:1, X, P• 291. 
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0 f:tc al ' e o ·ed ~ co ,in 01 "' cor:re :90n e ... t o le or rhlc ~-ra.s -· . , "• 

er ·-,hi f 0 e )10. ft --noth il-')1 
,.,. ea]. , 

to "l Ohio. Chi f rtlOl'l/ he, hunt e after con :;iirato. en: Gla4-

·r n, stat on a. a For t ·
11111.,· st ' ne 'ont ea1 . ea:tedl warned. 

of a a 3 ve attempt t 1e ·or e:rn Indiap.s o 1a 7.l.Jl n~. d. e ou the E!ng-

164 
l i . · in J.a • I n his zeal t o root o t rri..1. ch at .. :pt :s, e va: o~ ome-

t 1 ot intelli anco a -·en · , e-mplo i ri-e; Cana.di n I an= a s spias to s ea!t 1.n-

165 om t ei.-r villages . J ohnson, in ord to satisfy hir own ques• 

tion::; a.nd doubts a t , a.d.rin • s 1:ri.±"orma.tiiJn , finally ord r a. his ep.1ty in 

na.d,g, , . ~ ie.l Cl.au~. t o 1nve3t1ga.te the UDor and lffl..m the tribe ot the ~n-

, ,_. 166 
seir..te C , S Of a., 8..'1-la.v .1.0r . 

. l e t ra i. 1.1 tlr;, \Widence to give r:e ence t o •la.tit i !l ' " '"4 epo_. s , 

the:re 1s no do-11 t t , t , a s 176 ope ed. , oonditio· on -=:.he :f'ro t,ler i n eenaral, 

and a.rao~=- the Lroq_u oi ,... in pa."?;ticu.ta."" , etre going orn "lnd t.o O'!"se . Johnsoz:. 

?l,;tnned to hold a conf.e:r.ence at Fa t Jo !"JOn lat · tn t he y · to app-rai e 

the Fiva tation . of the :'J3tro1t cow ell and to fc.re out ha S eca con pix• 

or t ot t meet 1 ho·.fe r , J:i.i·· t .. n -:: taken U 'D in l1ntening to, 

a."ld tr 1 to ans-If , a oonst&"1.t s :eu of complaints and al.legation.') from 

Various parts of t he Lo,&~ - ... s e . A:s earl ~ a.s January, t he Oneida, speaking on 

behalf of the nfedara.cy, a.nnou..11cad that the ~i:.m DUS illlmedia el,y stop all 

further. s ttlement of the oha-wic Va.lley. The speaker offered a ::: the major 

reason the :fa.ct t:.hat "we bet;in alreo.dy to be t';l'.'ea.tly confined. not having suf• 

~----~
64 

e :for exaPlpl e r ajo:r errry Gladwin to Amherst , Fort riJlH am 
~ s, .l.'

1eb:ruary 4, 176~; and Gladwin o AJllharst, "ort n H,am Augt.\stus, 
ah S, 1n J ohnaon • a.;ear£• , PP• 180-81. 

16
~ladw1rl t o Amh~st , Fert tiilliaa Augustus, February 24, 1n Johnson 

A, P• J84. 



icien l e u.., o o ... l t i ' . 0 -i.e Hant o • :. la.in tha: " e ia.ve had 

o · Lande f::om tr..e ~gi u:1llf. of -t e o .ld., ~ .d ;.~ lov o om:· llTea, 

t crcf or e ne hopo ou 'll e s o-r, t o ::i •· e.t 'l.eir t o ~ t l . .a-c r..atu · of the :fU• 

t . ,.167 
ur • t the saJne · 11ne , e 10 i.aw '"' 1 uncheJ. a.n t· a o -LLe ·.J. ck 

anily of· ·Ju:. 'oha.rie !or a. Ya.rlety of ece1·\iv a.ud. mis e e"entati ons con• 

ccrni · 1 :.d ~.a1en and em .. ~ ilrvolvil . · l r ... s.:u~.joha.r1c villa.ee, 

~ e ol~ complaint abot t a o tage of aJ, uni ion we.o al• o 

I "1,h1r:. cont , .o·:-m· 'l. , a.r:.ott ! ·e ::.o • CllleI:'eo 1 1· . I .o _uo.:.. cone n about 

si:.ppl · and theiz feel! s o s.pp···ehensiou e. ut ) i ti ..,h in-t,entions. 

· , i na thi" pe.rtoc. · l ea:. t som- o-~ th Fi . s t:ations , :prinaipa.1.ly ueuecas azul 

O&.yur;a.f, , r.a• r ene ; d t. 1eL ... . 6.di 1on.1 conflict , h t he sou· b~rr1 tribec, pm.·-

t1cul .1 r th e a.r1c C • a:wtes . e.iclin ~ • s a.r..: es' ntial ay fo· young 

o to . ove bo t 1. val.o · a . • U ir 

~h I oquois t o i: oj .. e r..lti out-

:ro:d, 'th , l e"'s nit t h o ·10 tt• nt-ti fo· fl: ictior a t h()l!).e. Fi r!8.lly , ,;.-onsider-

1 +, ie locd sport nature of In 1ian rarfa.re a .. t ell a the i porta.nce oi the 

even e m cb~r.1 . • ! t ia. vi ta.l t ha ~i ,:l s be co dllcte t& make 1:.p losse:s U14 

revenge of choms ad w.-r o lo t i ll e . lie a -tacl:r• , y the 

'lll1ddl of the oi · teenth ce t. t ese ,:.."O l a co 1 .r oi. e.d.eq 12, • el y · be a.ccoa-

.g 1r-se of U"!ket • ' l t o t a :ready suppl y o 2!lllll'.l:ni tion, the 

~1.- ~-v 1t y- r l etive t o · e1 · encrni e~, . Thla, 

1n ,'!.':j , lll'J. ~ t - V led to . eel ir e of OL\TJt ·JOUt . ·• t i s i n ·e i.ti on:: ar.~ -~ 

+ f all vtc 11 o an I a:11s - .e t t'"'e co ~. 

----------
2 - ?9, 17'' 2, in 

16? .. 
I OU . I o-: T fr ·.fi>" , 10 t ohn ... o!. 

""' APEi, x, P• )60. 
i ~-lm.d., 

P• 'J?O. 
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t ~ old b fu:r h ~e · . ~- th I '.,} ,., o 1 re ~ GU"'cep i l e ·.o 

.d ya.nd.ots • 

.t e enera..1. co :.fer cn e ·::.ba t J ol .,_on 1a.d. calle convon on the 21st of , 

il a. J ohn on -faJ.1 . l o soo had tho t a.di t.io .1 · liJ11ina.i::ie bee . 

,jp sad . t than ohnso la.unchad into a. i·ene1 ad ~-t· ' • o t he ei ~.,,ee 

still ·t e , ned a 

L • e wesvcrn r~tions. Jf the li'.'Oquois 

:lonl::i that ·.ho good o1d IUl.iY'<> still 11 "'e:t:ed, Johne,on'Q 

· ,e:red 't.l . • . a . oownent. a.nd tone ,:e:ce ha.rely ,•other• 

l y and ',he t1· ~ 0:i1ded th a starn t-ra.rn1 of aa.ssi\· retaliat ion should 

h I ~ _p.oL., dr. e attacl ·t.ho -~ 11 noo.ghbors.169 Hi -- commente. wm-e im-

HE! 1 tely •ru!)"1xn:ted by hi .. , loyal ch 

d3lla d L:oquot con· inue t o uphold Jd hollOl'.' the OV~..na.l'lt . 

ha.in a.n ... hat the sa.cham maintain o. otr o oon ol over their yo 1-ien • 
1?0 

.. 1e -,enes a spaaJr.13r e llad by off 1ng s. explanation of circumstances 

surroundi ~ the lot. In brief, h c. _ la.ined th&:t e idea ca.me f'ron the y-· 

and.at, d th the ' eneoa del.96-a.tion going wa~t mE:r ... -el to find out if' the ?ya.ndot. 

w e in f ct idlli " to carry out tho pl.an . A aotual Sen"oa camplioity he 

blamed on t e u :Hat er.al actioni, o · ah&iad.oris who, 1 t ·a. said, promi.5ed aid 

1n t _ e na e of' t e e ca: . .0111.ethin ... , :ia ·ra not powered to do. ,uyasu.tha. 

11 _ po te t i c ai , " t-ra.n er" to a y . uc', pledge of 

171 'Dp(> .t . J. s ~ o 1 v ... 10c ad. 1 i n clouding t . e :matte.,.. and. 1 era&$• 

1690
I di - 1 o eedi~s" , Johnson Hall, Auril 21-28, in Jghne;on raPS:f• 

III, PP• 692-93. 

l?Oibid., t:.N ,_ Pl>• vr-95. 

1111~ ..... 
W,Q. PP• 69.5-96. 
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1ng, rathar than 4em.-e&slng 8lleplc1ena. 

The aore intceating th1ng about. the uahulge, boNYc, 11U the tact that 

the Gene ... speakc ,.. not a saah• or Pine TrM <Id.et.,, but a warrior. That 

a W&Trior abould a,-k ln oeunall 1n ttae. of ,_.. 11U b1gbl.y umaual, Id.Doe 

it violated. the tnclttleml eep&T&tlon of~_... ,-oe tunoUone-. Th•~

er axpla1ne4 the sit.uat.to.n by -.yiDg that the aaabtlla ba4 'been 4ela¥ed. by ba4 · 

roads. · But be,Jon4 thla, he expl&1ned that •v• are 1n tact the Peepl.e , ff 0.-· 

sequence tor -,.mgtng Attalrsi, "1" ~ . 1-lng a ,.-roell ,of 014. People who 

say 1111Gb, , but 'Nho aeu 6 act TCJ' 11 tt;i.e, ao that Ve b&Ye both the _power 6 

abUlty te•· eettle •ttc-s • · •• -172 ,In ·th1a puaage .. 11• part ot the~

plan&tion tor the unocta1n, aggrua1Ye bllb&TS.R of aaay ln9aola, at tbl• Uae. 

Apparently, at least -118 the s-.ca. the ID4 ot the ar, lJrlnglag, wltb it an 

u4 to opportmd.ties )tor winnlng ftlor and atatua, -.. aauslM ,the young •-

mah oenoc:n. In ad41 tion, the ocmt1me4 arroganoe ot tbe Bnlllllh, ooup1,e4 111 th 

"he tbr•ts to tbe tribal l&D4 baM, 1111at ·bl.Ye bNn aauld.Jlg •Dld.~bl.• trlo

Uon 111 tb1n Seaeaa aeolet,y. The ,-ng aen, u proteotora et the 1anl and. i ta 

,-pl.e, nr• unhappy at belJlg Natra!ntl4 by the aaab-, -. .. .jeb it waa to 

JnNrY• aoel&l cm1c an4 peaoe. Tb• etat ... t augguta that .... Rfflora 

N11necl the el.clllra nre elthar wabl.e to take ab&'rge flt tbe altu&Uoa, or 

,....., nre 4ellbarately ooopmatlng 111th the lnllillh, ,-rbapa ln ..._. to ll&ln

t&ln their own prestige an4 ,.,._.. In ab8rt, the stat.tlNDt ot the Seneoa war

ders f:rea G• ...... haYe bem a retleotion et a grn1ng mi.ala wltbln Ir

-... aoalety- ar-.te4 by the ablt.Dgea in h'entlc oondlUona an4 Bngliab JOlla;y. 

tllat ..S.•ia 1111¥ 1n turn be redlloecl to a ••Uon et altarnat1Yes1 1lhet.har it 

-. llett.e te aoc,,wllOd&te er realat. Ccta1ll17 the tra41Uonal powv stmo-

112ns., •• pp. 69?-98. 
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ture within the Gmesee oae,nnSt1 was be1ng alt.reel, aa w.rrS.Rs now o.la1•e4 

their right te sit in, an4 ondnot, 0911Dallst SCllething that ues not ftt 

the tradlt1tmal pattarn ot Irecaels :pelit1cs. 

In a441.t1on to this mdenoe et intn-trlbal oonfllot, thc-e was an 

exchange betWND t.he Oner,dap an4 lleha11k that ll!lllggnts a rift betnm tbeee 

peoples. The 0.ndagas expreaeed. t.he1r oonoam that the Mohan: ba4 ._,._. 

attende4 eur ODD:t.-mon, al.tho' ym kMw we ba4 tw p1aon ot ...Ung, Onm

dasa cl rort Johnson, we ho,e fer the future 1911 tdll., agnabl.e te Antimt 

CUstoa, attlll4 t.h• aore cleselr an4 th&t J91111111 not tall be1ng presmt at 

that llhloh we m:e abert1y te baTe at Chemsaio. • '!'be Jlleballk r-,ly waa short 

an4 te t.be peint1 tb9Y dicl not atten4 bNIMlN theJ bacl llffC bean lnYS. tec1.173 ' 

It •ay be that the Meha11ka • eagcneaa tAt rtU1n fattbfal te th• Offeaurt 

Clla1n bad OI.Used tba tAt be 1gnare4 by the uppar nat.lona, er ratbar, 1111s,eot

e4 et be1ng tee 11110b 1n Jelmaen • a int.rest. The exabang11 ~ retlect-

• a OODctll'll hr unlty an4 loyalty-• the :p&Tt et all the Inquela, pctapa 

1n reoognl t.len ot the :rut tbat. only aa a US. tecl ,-,.1.• NUl~ th-., b9pe te 

ld.tbatand BngUsb aggreaalTWA• It al• oenJure4 up i'Nling• ~ Jal,ouq be

tWNll the llehuts and. the ethtlr lroque1a, i'Nl1Dga tbat aurle4 ffc tr. b 

U.. et the 17.54 ilb&IJJ aoat.--oe. VMtbar mab j-1.euai•• nre ~Ir- . 

.... 1B in arig1n eaDDlt. J"Ndj]7-~. llut that tb-., nre agrafttei 

.- tile preeent. state et tr.p)l.-1:ngUllh rel&U- aeaa om.-taln. 

0.Upl.e4 w1 th th•• exah&npa, t.'Mt oedcmoe lnoluclacl ,any Olllpl.a1nte 

"- the NYaral ,-rU.olput.a OODOC1d.ng lucl, tnu, and. oontllota with Ing• 

U t • en the tnnt.lc. The Onondapa 'breqbt. up the..-. subJeot ot the 

• •otlaut. aettl•mt on the su.._uebuma, an4 aakecl that. 1 t 111aedlately aw,. 

l?Jx'blt. • PP• 101, 10.S. 
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'l'b1a 1•••• lt w.a up1•1ne4, - • Yital te Inquola alffiru.174 The 8eMoa 

warriors, .,.,Jd"« through the Onondaga, Olllp].a1ne4 ablut. the flow of liquor 

thrOugh their OOWlt.ry, &114 &IIIIOWlON the1r "reeolutlon mt te a4a1 t of, or UH 

&D1 aore, u •• 41aan ... lt to be 4eat.Not.1Ye te all our people , .• ._~75 

The Onalda ... 0.DOlblulNOB ll&U Olllp].a1nt about the aent1me4 f»iOOllp&tlOD 

of tort.a w1 th1n hoquela &114 the attenunt trlot.lon bet•Nn leoal prrl.eana 

an4 th• llll1'Z"OWl4lD Y111ag••• A• a 111.ll tary aan, be OOlll.4 e• no a4Yllntage 

to oontlmlng th• oooupaUon et the torte, llln~ the lrmob thr•t wu PD•• 

rm:thcr, he r•1nde4 Jebnaon ot pNlli•• _.. to nan• the Iona upon th• 

eD4 ot tile ar.176 

1'1nally, the..._. pres•te4 Jehulm wlth tile -.r 'balt g1Yen te tha 

pdor to tile Klapn ..,.S.gn. By that belt, Johuon bll4 prtldae4 th• a 

ta1r t.mae, security, an4 ta.tr 4-11ngs OY ... _lan4. So fal:, tbe beli appar

el to be juat • IIUQ' ~. 4-el4 ot an_y real, NM!ng. It •s tia• for 

Brother Johnaon t.o ullhOJ.4 bis en4 of~ Offenant <hlln.1n 
The oounail aW on the 28th of April. TM Seneca lurle4 t.he W&T an 

··~ 
&114 }ll'Gll1eect to uJlbol.4 th• acwanant. Johnaon )lt'CllllNll te c1ea1 wl th the 1a

...,,_te p,:obl.1118 of lltuC, tnu, and. the 111.abehanar of the~. Beyon4 

tat, llttl.e was 11&14. That ~ohuon wu mttmng no Uluaiona a.a to wbat be 

W aooaapUshe4 ls rweale4 1n a 1.ttc to Oac'-llad-r Oelun. While•-

'1en1• that the s.n.. bl4 gS.Yen .,-tlat&oto.r1 explan&Uena ot tbe1r put 

l?L-~11114., P• ?O.S. 
l?L-

-.lb1.4., P• ?OO. 
l?L. 

-ild.4., •· ?O?. 
17? 

Ibl4. • PP• ?07-?08 • 
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oonduot, Johnaon spoke of the "umaq• feeling aong the Iroquo1•, ea,ecd.&lly 

OTar the IDgllsb lna'bUlty to stop settl--t of the Su841'leh&nna Y&l191 an4 

th• sudden shortage d powur.178 SC.• Uae late-, Johnson 1•aae4 an offla:1al 

r-i,ort of t.h• aeetlng to tbe Boucl of Trade, In that lettm- he BJIOk• of the 

Iroque1a je&l.ouq of the growlng ponr of the lngllllh aD4 that the Indiana . . . 

ft.Te latlans •w the prriaona u toroea to •lllll'Y• aa obeclka u:,on, an4 at 

l&at aurroun4 tha • ..179 He oonoluucl bJ 1IU'll1ng of an Indian ,mo 1t atapa 

.... not l!IOOD takm to OClllNOt &luNS IID4 br1ng the Ym.OllB tribes un4ar .... 

ftra oontrol,180 

Th• oontarmoe rw-.1114 the pre•-m'N that the ODnted.tncly,... being sub

jeotecl to .. Bngliah peliey abulge4, Omtlme4 1an4 rraud, the 1511414a Ul4 

unexp1a1ne4 rwara&l ot the el.4 pellay gDYarnlng g1.fta an4 •-•Di ~on, the 

aeurU.ng of the watarn tribe• bJ iobnaon all s&"Ye4 te cau• 1ntarna1 td.oU.on 

an4 to 1am:eue tars that their one-Uae allles ...-. nn plettlng to OTar

tbrow the J'iTe latlona, At the -• Uaet the aaall- &Dll ftM TrN Cid.ate 

OIIIUme4 to follow the tlu blnare4 • -t.hDcl• of ODIUlaU and OOll'U.llle4 to 

baat the ingllah clealre an4 a'blllty te noUfJ prebl•a an4 oontlme u 

Rfthara. Thia ,at tarn ll.lgNt,a that 'NbU• SIU ~ 1d. w.n the O.nte4-

..._,, aost notably the S.Na -.rrlen, ~• what th• obupa 1n lng

lla policy 111.gbt aeu, a large part of the ftTe l&Uoa• ·aa al.ow 1n reaotlng 

178
Jobaaon to a.14en, rart JObuoD, - 15, la iebPID IIPF!• nI, --~. 

179 
g Johnson to the load ot Tr&u, J'ert Jobneon, August a>, 1n i!J.m-

les1, III, PP• 865-69, 
180 

Ild.cl., P• 868, 
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to abeng111g cd.rouastanoee, relying on tbe old Upl-oy, and centlmlng to 

mploy their assmaed 4iplaaatlc an4 llilit&'l'J pen:r and usefulness as a lnar 

w1 th the Br1 tish. 

The rest et 1762 11&8 lll&l!'ked b7 exahangea and. inaldftts that Nr.'Yed to 

relnteroe the tMlinge et~ an4 nneudn•as that the Iroquois had ex

presHCl to Johnsen in April. Furlhc, th• bah&Yior el the J'iTe Nations, as 

wall as the Oblo amt western InH an•, 1nd1•te4 that teapera ware rnnn1 ng 

short. ant that Johnson'• explanations an4 thr•ta nre begimd.ng to tall on 

de&t 8U'Be 

The lleha11k Valley wu ln a state ot &lan 1n August when the on-ender 

of rort Stamd.x ~ what at f1rst appearecl to be an attempt en hie post 

bf the ()neida. As 4etalls Cllllle ln, moat ~ tbea euppllecl by the !nd1an• 1n

T01ve4, the 1no1clent _.. lnto pc-speotlve. flle attaak en Stamd.x waa. in taot 

an attack on a whiskey tra41ng sutlar who be4 appanntl.y bNn glnng ar HU

lag llquer to the Oneida warrior•• Th• •ah•a an4 111M1en, aot1ng 1n the only 

N-DDar left to th•, saoked the sutler's st.re and cleatroyed. t.be 11~. Neth

hg ooul.4 ha.Te aore -,ha.ti.Uy un4erllne4 the cletdn ot the Ireque1s to stop 

ill• tlow d rua thnug~ their vUlagea. Jotmaen'• ruponN to th1.• lno1cleat 

la al.• worth noting. Inatelld et a a.TDing er ldl.cl rebuke a• 1n the old dqa, 

Ile mw "-nd• Olllplete restitution et th• clest.royed property on pain et pm

llllainit bJ royal. trNpa.181 

lo eeonc W the Stamd.x attdr 'boen aade u» than the Su191\'ebenn& tro

llle1a, or Aquagaa, oaa• to Jebnaen with the at.roDC 4ms74 that the J:nglillh 

Jina 1n their oountry be "Jull'cl a.a, kiok'cl wt. et the~ 1w .. 1ately 



and tha.t the EDglish begin to ful.t1ll their r.,..tecl prold.eea to the Iro

quois.182 Shartly attar this, a ocnmcll was hald &t Johnson Hall, at the 

Iroquois' request, te settle the Fort Stanwix inolclant. ''JiD.aants of all 

the Five Nations were present to pledge aaa1n their support of the COvtlD&llt. 

The tone of th1a exchansa 1a interesting 1n that tile ~is aesages 111-, 

plied &.strong fe&'t' ot .Qlg].1sb retall&tion.183 ·This t-.r did not, belNffar, 

prevent the sa.ohema f':t'9ll aga.1.n neecll1ng Johnson tor a laak of geed will. 

While apol.oghlng for not. proapUy 'fu1f1lllng their prmd.ses~ priary · 'ot ' 

1r1h1ch was the 1maec11ate exchange et whit.• pr:isours hel.4 since· the war, the 

Iroquois ea.id that such was the CIIU 111 th a ~• wbo could not reoord 1111ah 

agrN11ents. '!be B:nglish, en the· othar band., 111th their written reoerds, 

oould we •• ,,, SN the proad.aes th-., bad ll84e &nd, logioally, oould act 
184 

aore quickly to tu1f1ll tha. The oouno11 eD4ecl. on J1Uoh the ... not.a as 

previous anting•• In a441tion to the gift• and pledges of brotharboocl, 

there were rtllindara ~ ba4 tr-.tamt bJ troops in the X.bawk OIIWl:try, and. et 

Ulapl settl•ents on the ~ebum., all fd wtd.ah Jebnllltn proalaecl to 111-

Teatlgate. 

A• 1762 drew to a Gl.••• 1n41•t1ena et mat. Wt.114 beolll• 0011110n the t.Uow

bg rear began to appar. George Qrogbaa, ln a r-,.rt ftlecl troll J'orl Pitt on 

tile 41Jl,-.tlc 111.saien et ilex:andc 11e1 .. , mtea munoe et a nn effort bJ 

tile Shawnee, Del.aw.re, u4 Senea te wart.brew Br1 tlab ,.,,_. ln the nat. The 

182 
iquagaa to Johnalln, OnotuaP, August 30, ln i9£P !!PIEi• III, P• 87].. 

18311An Indian Cntannoe• Jehnaon Hall s-+-bar 8-10, in Johuon t:::n • • .,.._ --rlli1 X, PP• .502-.,,J. . 
184 

Iblcl. • P• ,504. 



reasons ottared by McKee wee t.11• Indians' dread of i:l'lgl1sh powar a.n4 their 

fear ot being &nnibllated and their lands taken~ trua.185 These feellnge, 

1n turn, ware brought about by the shortage d M•PJn\t1on and., perhaps, th• 

renewed warfare w1 th the southern Tnd.1.ans.
186 

Furthm:, McKee s.1gge,sted that 

the Iroquois and Ohio trl.bes ware mt return1Dg their pd.sonars s.a a~ of 
. . 187 

guaranteeing oont1mad Eng11&m good wlll. Croghan mud. his report by not-

ing how fortunate 1t was that, through Jehnson's attart at Det.roit, the Iro

quois and western nations WC"& still vc:y susp1o1oua of -.oh other, and that 
188 

concerted action seaed remote, 

Just two wffks betw• Cmoghan' e rath£ cn1 Mils repct, an 1naldcmt ocoured 

that, takm 1n the oontext of our.rent Iroquo1s-Englleh relations, SNllB to baYe 

been unavoidable. Jobnaon reported. te Allh•st that 1ntcmlat1on had bNn n

ceS.ved at the aurdm: •t V1ll\u Newkirk, a t;rad.ar, by SOflle Saneoa, ,mppol98dl:, 

tnl1 Ohio vW.aces. 189 L1 ttJ.e ls known frCII the records ot Nekirk or ot th~ 

nents that lad to his death. a.nv.-, given the tansion 1d.th1.n tbe Seneca 

nation, and the k1ncl fl£ beban.ar ~ Iroque1s bad 00ll8 to aaaoo1a.te with aen 

mah as Nnkirk, hia amur ~ not be • 4lffl.au1 t to ratlonallze. For what

.,._. r-..n, h1a cle&th marked the f1rat apUJ ing of blood 1n Ir9qµo1& since the 

tall of Rlagara three 7N.'l'• earllar. That 1 t wu English bl.Nd. ...,..s much fer 

18S<lregban to Johnson. rort Pitt, Deoeab«L- 10, in Jobpftp ru,rg. m, ,. ~-
.__1860rogban te a.lonel Henry Bouquet, rort ft tt, Deoaabc: 10, 1n ltll!ltR 
• ...,_.., X, PP• 596-98. 

l8?Ild.d., P• 597. 
188

Ibl4. 
189 

,.._ Jetmaon te Aahcst, :rert Jobnaon, lloY•'ber 12, 1n Jobn•n l!JS•• ~. ,. 932. 
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how 111ch the relationship between the ingl.1ah and the Five Nat.ions bad dete

ricated over the past two yee.rs. 

The murder of ewkhit and one othu Ebgllsh trader, supposedly by Seneaas 

froa the anestio village near the Ohio, led. to a prelorlged exchange between 

the Iroquois and English. This exchange · offars SOile inaight both into ~

llsh perceptions of their relations 111 th the five Nations, and. \.'hat EDgliah 

actions aea.nt to the Iroquois. 

The aurders could net have occurred at a mN inopportune Uae in view ot 

aurrant Iroqueis-Engliah rel.atiens. The a:1rcul&t1en of the Seneoa wa:r belts 

was stUl f'reah in EQgllsh a1nda and led te 1nar-.ee4 feel 1.ngs ot distrust 

which ware enhanced bJ the aurdm:s. On the other hand, the continued eccup,.t.1en 

of the weDtc'n pests an4 the re4uct1en of gifts an4 UIPlmi ti•n oontriblltecl to 

fealings of Jealousy &D4 suspiat.on uaong the Five Natlens.190 In adcli.t1on, 

the ha.wk we.re beOOll1ng aore and IIC>re ala'aled at the oentlrnitng atta:pta llllde 

on their lands by speoulatara like UJ:J Kloak. Jebnaon was oencerne4 with the 

)laaib111ty of v1olence as it~ m4ent tbat. the saabaa nr• t1nd1ng it 

Ufflcult te oontnl an4 placate thalr yeung arriora.191 

Te these probl-, J•hD-- a44ecl wt.ha- wh& h• MJIOIJUN4 1D OIUD.aU that 

Dllarat wulcl settle fer nothing leas than the aurrendar ot the Kanest.1• mr

-.rs fer trtai. 1D an EDgllsh oourt. Thie request, whlab sNINCl reuonabl.e 

te Inglish authorit.1ea, teok the Iretuo1a by aurprlu a.uddcreatecl a cdsla as 

llslillh intentions beoue al.ear. The Iretwd-• a&CIMII&, part.1aularq those tna 



Ommdap., att-,tecl te stall John.en'• reciueat bJ ask1ng that t1ae be given 

fer th• to reuon with the s.n--. and att.eapt te 1I01'k out a eempr.oai$•• 

96 

In llarob, the saoh~ riturDN 'ml re,-rted tha't th..,- bad DMD Ull8UOONa

ful 1n th-5.r atteapt to :f1m the: aurd.m't9'-"a, In ~J>411l•ti~Jl for. this, th-, 
I • , 1 

suggeste4 that th• Seneoa aak• :PllJMIOt tor the 4-ths, agr...,.bl• to the o14 

austau. . It 11&S as11u11ed that tha ingllah, as . hol~a of the . MlQV~~ Cba1n 

would, ontormable to t.ra41t1on, accept this austoa and. not preaa the is••• 

The 1n1 tlal. shook oau when, 1n ~, Johneon returned the be1 t asaocS.atecl 

with this suggestion and •-new\ that ,the lll.1rdm:.-s be turned 1n ,-..,u,a~.192 

Johnson• s rof'msal. •s a syabellc &DMUncaent that tian had change4. ror the 

lngllsh, the Offanant Chain no longar represented. a. dipl.cmatio nlat1onsh1p 

baaed. on equl.1 ty. In the 1'Uture, ~ Irot,uo1s would have . ~ ~ an 1n

far1or sta.tus, and yial.4 to -~1eh autbarity a.n4 oust.OIi. 
1 

The assembled each•e appealed. i. Johnson to de as he had al-.ya asked. tha 

to c!et uphold the Offenant am 1 ts 'l,oq_ •f'. cust.oa.s, and "cd.p:-oeal •~1gat1ona. 

They underlined this request by stating t.hat ".1 t 1s not 1n eur Po1Nllr to de

liver up the Murd.ar:.-s, ha.Ying ne la,re tor that pirpeme. 11193 . Jehnaon, 1n a 

thr.-eatening manner, again refused t:he .otter .r the oondolmce an4 MANJde4 the 

fttu:rn of tha murderars. 

lPor th& Five atlona, Johnson's sudden, unwarranted. deaand 11Ust have OIIN 

&a a oonpleta surprise. He was asking, 1n •el:tect, that the Iroquois a009pt a 

... , radioally altered, veld.~ ~ the Covenants one that ~4 place the Iro

l'I01a and their soeS.ttty at a marked d1sa4vantage 1n dealing with the Bngllah. 

192
"An Indian Oounoil", Johnson Hall, Ma.rah 16-19, in JobPR9n bPSI• 

le •• 626-30, 630-31. 
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·he requer,t &lso had 1mporta.nt pollticeu raaif1oat1ons. In order to aeet 

Johnaon'B demand a.nd &void t he po ·a1b1ll+J of retallatio11, the sachems bad to 

a.tt•pt S0lll8tb1ng for which there was no preoedent 1n Irequois custom. The 

limited power of a sachem effectively prevented the kind of pollce act.ion the 

Jmg].1sh were deand1Jl€. Onl.y 'With the agretlllent o£ tho people of KanesUo 

could the Village, ox Oonfederac:,, aachems deliver up the llltrde:rere, assu.a11'.g 

thes" could eveu be located. In t1C> doing, the •ah•• would be 1n Violation 

of the independence of the wu:rio:qs who, in the case of th Smeoa, v.m-e ai .. 

rea.dy losing respect for ~ad1t1onel authority. The teinslona that Johneon'e 

reqt~est for justice crea.ted uere sufficient to divide vUl~ea, nations, and 

even the Confederacy itself. 'rbat 1 t, added to the jealou~ many Imquo1e were 

already feeling tomu:d the uiellsh carmo·~ 'be deubted. 

On sevm.-a.l occasions following i;he bd.t1al conf'rontation, the Iroquois 

again ·td.ed to get Johnson to honor th-, ald OoYenant. As before, Johnson's 

and Mherat' s positions rana1n.ed unohanged1 the nmrderers aust be gi•en up. 

Privately, Amh«rst a.nn«moed that he 'NIUld no longar honor the Oevenant, but 

4mandad Iroquois ebedienoe to therwlity ot Brltilh oant.7:ol • the trentier. 

hrtbc-, he told Johnaon that, now that the French war was over, be would 

~ reduce the wpplles of gifts and FOViaions fGrJaEly givm te t.he ID-

4lana.194 

Finally , in Mq, the Five Nations made one final appeal. The speakars 

•••11.1telv took the Mr&l. h1gh grouncl 1n obastlaing tbe iagllsh for break1ug 

Olwenant. An One1tla •ahem, T~t•, apeloghed tor th• neceeslty of 

..,__ te r anind the. mglish of their ancient obl.1&at1ons, but !'el t euch 'HOrda 

1,,. 
bh.-st to Johnaon, HR Yark, April ), 1n ,Ic-9m, faPIEI• X, PP• 6118-'19. 



warrante4 ad.nee the Cbaln •et lat• ..... w oont.n.ct a great 4eal of ruat • ..195 

That 'lib• Irotuo1a •• the Offenant hin aa 1111Gb ..-. than a pelitiaal. u

pedienc:, la ff14enoed by the apeak«r's entnav that the Bngllab b.:L4 tut to 

th• agre•ent lest the Gr•t Sp1rS. \ pud.ab tb• tor Yielatillg suah a sacred 

oath. l96 Reinfarcd.ng anal argua•t 111 tb aoaetb1ng the iDgllsh aaul.4 ..,. 

read1ly undaratancl, the speak.- b1nte4 that fllrthar Yiolati• et tbr• Cffenant 

119Ul4 'be a aauae fer war.197 To Allharat, th..,- expreaN4 1ibelr oeDNrn tear the 

mrd.-a but • .,.s.necl that th..,- •ooulcl not prff&U. en our lat.ions to cln1ate 

troll ye Cllatea, • rulea et our Anoe.tors, ne1 th• waa 1t • 1111Gb 1nslate4 on 

until now.-198 

em oonslatent auppert et the agr--t• _._e4 1nte ftluntarlly by both ald.u. 

In a atat•ent wartb twn,S.ng at length, the -,.k• aa1cl1 

Ve haYe ha4 11a1Q' ot our »-Pl• kllled by y" Bn'lbEen a1DN ye ftrat 
SettJ.•ent .of yr people bare & .. _. aalght te &IV' rwmgo or •t-
1afaotlon (altmuab 1n eur ptnr) an... ye pl,riy ottdlJ bu oolldalo4 
ye cleath flf th• ala1n agreeable to eur austea. fer wh r-..on, wo 
cant help being of ep1n1•• 1911 1111at ••• ... otbar cau• fer pillb-
1ng us • auah ln this atta1r cl that, aa we ha•• reuon to think la 
tor our 1an4e • • • we au bardly bel.lffo he Jl.t.u. George II1] Wlll.4 
desire 1t. We thare!'e.re

1
blK Broth.- yau IUQ' look-b&ak te th• Old 

~t a abide by 1t. 99- . 

IS.th that atarn rad.at.- that agr--t• anc1 abuaoa m\ both a.ya, the Iret.ue1s 

~. &1.lowing J4tbnaon Uao to oonatur •~-- 1t waa wnb JU1"aul.Dg the 

I 
l9.S..An In1111an aont.-.noe•, J'ebnaen Hall, llq 20-28, 1n ,lfbpe, !!IF'!• 

• ,. 6r,. 

l96x1,14., PP• 6?8-79. 
19? 

Ib14., P• 679. 

198zld.ct. 

199 
Ib14., PP• 6?9-8(). 



Iroquois and western nations were £a.cing another unwel.OOlle a.nd mexpooted 

situation. The ar-t,1cles •£ pee.ce between ~land and France, signed late 

in 1762, had recently .0;t.'J."1Ved 1n tbe colonies. Among Johnson' a duties was 

informill8 the va.rious Indi&n nations of the treaty and its me•..IJ~ ri3 ":.o them. 

south of t,he Great Lakes, foinerly part of French Canada, were noH pa;t~, of 

lbg.lish orth America. Thi~ ne-;-1s came &.5 a spac1al blow to the hopes of the 

Ohio Indians . George Croghan, at Fort Pitt, reported that the al.amLres, 

99 

ha.wnee, and Mingo we::e VetrJ unha.P..W at his :reoent announcement o:f' the t.rea. tJ' 

provisiona. He told Johnami ~hat t,,he Indians were of the epinion that the 

l&nds would be roturnad te .l xa.nae, tw.& re-esta.blishing the stat 1s quo and 

ansttrlng the oontinaed ind.i,pendenoe of the lndia.n • 3>0 

In view of nearly three year!:.. o.~ ablss and a rad.1.ce.lly ar.d ra.p1dly cb&Dg• 

1ng system of diploma.tic and political relationships on the trontisr, it 1s 

Jarhap3 not surprising tb&t, in the Spring ot 176.3, many- I~s oho• to re-

111.st. In fact, resistance seaod to be, ter lll&DT, the only altcmat1va re

action to what had been eocm:i!lg en the f'ruticr.-. To sublll:U, aaant deatructian 

fll cult.u.1?e, loss of land, and :,erhapa loss ef lif'e. No middle gramd. ._. 

aa5.lable. The Rngliah demanded ~t the Indians become vas:sals 1n an eight

flrrth C9J'!t ... :ry vm:sien of the old. feudal qst•, nth J•hneon as the local bann 

lad. Geerge m as the Idng•empc:or. 201 This syst• was anathana :tar a people 
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-who Gtlll regarded themselves as independent ot &1.'!3' authority other than that 

which cam.e troo themselves. In a.d11t1on, tor many- Indians, · li:nglish actions, 

particu.1.arly t· e stopping of amoun1 t1on and oontrol of trade, · hinted ot more 

s1n1star plans rhioh lroul.d lead to t heir total deatI.u ation. J.he only reaourN 

for ra:r,rl.o .s and ma.ny sachems alike was war. 
' ' 

e esul. t1ng atrug 1e, hints , o:t ffll1ph ~ a.ppea.:r:ing in dispatches re-

oeivec1 by Amhere1t a s early a.s ~. ultimately involved more than a dozan t:t'i.bea 

and led to ma~si ve destruction of m1li tar:, installa.tions and settlsents on 

t 1e Ohio-Great La..~es frontiar. So complete and mccessful ware the 1nit1al 

assaul ta, tha.t Amhers t f"ound himself' Uil&ble to effectively resist since all 

the posts e-.-,t or Forts Pitt and Detroit had fallen, Th• wa.-r aluo illustrat

ed the dde gap between Alllherst' s 'w&rllke xhetor1c a.nd the real.1 ties of bis 

situation. The British milita.r/ wa.s W.~epa.red t o undartako operctions 1n 

176J. oat r egiments tfe:re in scattered garrisons and so ~ ciop].eted by 

deaths and desertion., that 1 t, was all Amharst aould do to raise f'1 ve hlndred 

ll&l.a.r1.a-r1ddsn Scots for service 1n Pennsylvania. 

Iroquois pe.rt1c1pation ua.s n.ot as 1m-11a:t,e as that of' the weatarn tri'bea, 

nor ware all Iroquois equally involved. Most of the dis&ffected warriors ware 

•atc.-n Seneca. and ~ s . The rea.aono for their bor.tUi ty sea tied to tb• 

lnglioh encroa.chaent on the Ohio, wbc-e the Seneca had particular intareata, 

Md. to the gonsral a.ruse suff ere,1 since the end of th• French wax. 202 In u.

tlt.t.on, the sudden shift 1n Brit.1.sb behavior, &S mdenoed by the demand t~ 

the lanest1o murderars, seems to h&ve played a ujor put in the Seneca c:walaion 

'- 1"eldst.. It 11Ust be noted also that the Senea& and C&yuga pa:rl1c1pation waa 

202Jo"'---n to .. _.,. ,Lt,, 1.1.1.uw Co1den, lohnaon ~, July 13, 1n Johnson Papers, IV, 
~10. 
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not total.. The ea.stern Seneoa vll1ages rGllainad. a.t pea.ca a.nd mdence Ellggeata 

tha.t only sn.all part1e,.., of Cayu,gas be08M8 actively er.gaged. At one 0£ his 

numerous meetingo that, SllJIUler., Johnson inquired o-r the Iroquois the reasons 

ff¥r the Seneoa de:f'ection and the ganeral uprls1r.g. H& i'8.S SUI.'P):1.sed t o learn 

that "the desire o:f the General to bring mrders to pmiahment, with a design 

t o werrl; a enoo:-al qUar.":81, & 8':rr'V'e as an example to others. ~ tOd be 1n the 

least considered as a pretext. for the lnoi ting the Sen•oas to act a s they baYe 

done. ,,2()3 In ad.di +.ion to this , the Iroqllois listed the "dearness of :powder 

& goods'' and "111 t.-r.•tllent, and "9.nt of any &tppll.es troa the garrl.sone" aa 

high on the liet ot r-.ons for the -..st.ve diaoontent. 204 11D&lly, as U th• 

J:nglJ.sh ware not faoed with enougJ.1 prob.leDL.~, -~he •ch•s noted tb,..t one end of 

the Oovenant Cllain, the SeneCf\, bad al.Hady fa.Uen and that the other end, t.he 

Mohawk, might clo likewise 1f' land fie.uda oontinued llllch longer. 8>.5 

'!'hat the English had~• ree.aon to be oonoe.,:ned about the act1one ot th• 

and Kanel!!'tio truck an a.raed oorrvoy on the t,iagara portage :r.op,d. In a quick, 

wt.&l.l.y ~cceest'ul 8-<:51!1Wlt, the 'HIIZT.!O:r~ • a.nnih11a.ted tlflO COffl.J8Dies of light 

ln:f'antr.y a.nd de.st wed wagoM, hOr.sos. d s.tpp11ea. A relief' ooluan froa Fort 

118fffl.'t'8, was d.eel:t wit,h in sillilzir faehion. 206 

203"An Indian Oonference", German natte, July 18•20, in Jot?t--if!'n. PaP5!11 
l, P• 'lSl. · 

20 
'Johnson to Aaherat, J•tmeon Hall, July 24, 1n Johnaon rams, x. 

,,. ?.54-5.5. 

3>5™_d., P• 755. 

--... :1>6s.e the follotd.M oorrespoffllfmoe :ror detalle of this attacks Jean ~•t• de Couagne to Johnaon, Nlag&ra, Septabc 161 Ool•el WUJ1u 
~ to JohnGOrt, Ui~, 3ept,em~ 17r a.nd 0apmin Geonr.e Etherl.ngton 
~• iagara, s.pt.abar 17, 1a ,l•ba•~ l!RE•• X, PP• 8151 816-1?1 
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or Johnson, tha issue was plaina the Senecaa bad to be paolf1ed and 

the astern nations ougM:. -.:.o ta.r-lls. In viaw o:f the limited. lll1llta;ry re

source .. a.va.ila.ble to Amherst., the .;;:uperintenJ.ant turned to the still quiet., 

though not oompletaly ha.ppy, lower Iroquois fer aillta:&.7 a.ad aiplomat1o · ' 

assistance. .Ie asked ~e sachems ot the lowm.· three nations to apply reason 

• th thG ..>aneca OZ' alse Amherst would have no choice but to retaliato. ln · · 
' 

view of the llovil's Hole a.f:ail.•, it 1s doubtful whethar Uw Seneca. would have' 

eeu 1.Jllprecsad by such threats. The sa.obeas agreed, however, to u11e their 

o1'f1cas to pr0111&0te pea.oe. In ~aptaaber, the ch1ets returned with dalagatea 

from all tl,Q Seneoa. villages except ICail.at.1• and Genesee, in order to report 

on thcdr mission. '.l'he Onondaga., speaking for the Sooeoa present at the JIIN't,-

1 , out.J.1ned thQ :r:ea.eons tor: the fighting and thN.r 1nablli ty to pao1f1 th• 

two westEll.--n vlllage • Johnson, un11lpreaeed, again pressod th.ell to br1Dg the 

Seneca to terms, He also stz·ongly requesttd that the Iroquois hold to the 

Covenant and give llil.1 t&'cy' a.id against the western pations, since t-he Iroq,uola 

llllst feel obligod to defend their lleh brethren, This was the l!IIIIM Johnaon 

11ho, aix Ja011ths before, was prepr.recl to abe.wlon the Qovenant and drive the Iro

~s iuto 01.vU wa.r. 207 

l'b• Jllilit&ry' aid was not fortt1ooming that year wt, in Deoeaber, th• 

°"811ee Seneca did 00llft down to nagotiate t0%: an end to tha fighting . Tbe,y 
' 208 

W. not 0011 to surrender. The delegates, led by the venerable SUYer Heel• , 

aan.uncec1. their intention ot endir.g hostU1t1ets and placed the blame for the 

'- equ&rel;y on the Ohio Indian ·• He ent on to eay that the 118.rrlors ot the 
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village uera a cti ona and t out t.he sanction of the cowicils . Johnsml 

t t ~ o t o oo1c te.ke no in e:pendent &c'ion, st a;.,ut 

.m err;t 's _ nst c ion"'. 209 

!' •rotia t i ns bet1 e n -{,' 1e I :eoqv:ois and J ohnson co t i rru. '. i n·' o t he 

17 • c · est.er ,eneca 1,iade cos ~.t .. Tohnson r ill i n a.n a.tt•pt 

ht i and · e-es ta'bl i h:lii ,,. ood 

::- '"'l a :ton• -.ri t 1 t he Jo .f~n · oted a.d.ditional reason f or ·~ 

hos '·111 ..,y of . e p:r iou ., ea; • Amo~ t em eo~e t he f(!j.' - ca~ i ·· t.meut 

cco··de . t h y h a loss ot income deri rc,d fro · t heir 

e ,. J.o el t th enc S OJ ·'- e f1 :V.XV, :por' '; 0o i.le t his i s the 

olll y :. f er ce t o ch em:9loyme .t , 1t. oes o f a.n in ·cre rrti n al t erna.tive ex-

?l an.a-'d .on of Sen ca r: ·• I.• t s a 1 te oi.j ... ible t a t, in ·he heyday of whe 

f.':renol oc ·pa.t o . of i;he ori., e 1 :d es s might ba.ve -provided sub-

stantlal 1, co Er f o .. m y Se:tla ca f ruid.11e ;:-; . A v en lost ' of thin income in the 

i'orm of tl."ade goo<l. , ammun:t t ion, and. food ney- have ca.ur,e an conomic c:risio 

and nrucl r ez.l su:f'Zerl.r ··• The blame fo-r.- hl.s oauld easily be laid at the door 

of the Engl:tsh. gove:rmt1ent who ·e occupat ion oi' t he r ag1oi,. hau. oaueed the d1e

rupt1on. 

lhlle spomdic contacts oontinued with the '::aneca., Johnson sought Il.:'O

quo1s -wa.rrtors to a.cCOJl&pany tho planned expedit ions o:£ that ye&'r against the 
• • • I 

takes a.n Ohio nat ions. I t i s interesting to not e, howev , t ha. he spe· t. 

IIDet of 1~ time and energy oourting what may be termed "fringe group ", :tai.her 

3>9™_d, 

210 
l de Couae;ne t..o Johneien, 1aga.ra, Jarm.ary 4, 1n J•hnson Pap«rs, XI, 
'- ilao see1 "Jaurnal et Inclian Affairs", Jobnaen Hall, Jazuar, 2•31• 
~n PaP9!~, XI, PP• ~.4-25. 
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than the Iroquois proper who, until l ate prl.ng, :remained above the confl.1ot. 

'rhe!':e . ovps ere mainly Oneida and Tuscarora 11 v1ng on t l1e pper "" sque

ha.rula. . The doouments gge. t t a.t most, if not all, were converts to Chr1sti

ani ty. John.-son certa.1n.ly appeal.ad to their religious zeal w en a."" ng them to 

take up the ha.tchet. These oups clearly saw themselves a.s sepa...v-a.te from the 

2ll Five a.t1on proper and disas c1ated themselves :r.r.0111 other "pagan" peoples. 

Their speeches to Johnson reflected. a zealous r ard f'or the faith, a.igeest-

1 that they may have been reoent converts. Johnson u.ndoubtedly hoped to gatu 

from t e eva.ngel.1 tic feelings of these people ·by -ssoc1.a.t1ng pro,P«l' Christiau 

conduct Hi.th loyalty to the arown. In this he s suocessf'ul , and the accul.a 

turated peopl s of Aquaga and other upper squeha:nna setUements went out on 

raids led by officers of the India.n Department. That much of the old l-Ja.Y still 

per sted ng these people 1s 8'11danaed by their continued perfonna.noe of 

the condolence and the formal t:rea.ty protoooi.212 On the other hand,. they were 

be1 served by their otm minister, Isaac, an Oneida from Aquaga.. sere-

4entials a.re uncertain, but 1n oounoll 1d th Johnson he 1 :ft 11 t tle daubt as to 

his total. commi tmant to the nen fa.1th. Thi may hs,ve earl both a spirl. tu.al. 

OOllllitment an a r oel.1zat1on that, a a minister, he could command the respect. 

and obedie. ce of his people. 213 

With t he leso rol1g1ou31.y inclined Iroquois in.-oper, John, n employed 

lffar:al methods of ga1ning aic.1, td. th varftng succes • One, 'Which he u sed often, 

ZU"JournaJ. of Indian Affairs", Johnson Hall, January 2-31, 1n John--- ... ~E[t'~S· • , PP• 27- 35. 

212rb1 • 

213" I n 1a.n 
II, Pl>• 3?-4J. 

nference" , John n HaJ.l, Februa.rJ 1, in Johnson Pa.Pera, 
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was to llake an appeal directly to the -.rd.ors, tlma &YOi~ the trlb&l 
214 

dec1s1on •Jdng prooeea ant weakening the autbarity et the aacbaa. . H• . 

also requested that an Oneicla 1fllZ' pl.'l't,- 'be smt out to take aoalpa 1' ordar . , 

to replace the 1-se of Job!laen's pc-eona1 trl.en4, ,__.. •• Te •~&e , 

the polnt, he ottered •a la.rp l(azrter•e Belt d 3,,00 ...- ~ ex~~ th• 

to wa.r.•215 Soaethlng ,of JehuOn's 111\..S.or Mti.Te la all of tbie oan be 

tound 1n a report subd tt~ to th• n..- Aamou ~. ~e Gage. John

son aentlonecl "llllkeitJg up a large Pa.Tty t. go ~at lan~lo, whloh is a , 

IJLlllC'GllS nest of YiJUus, ooapoeed ohie:tly flt Seneo&s, Sbawan.ese, & a tn 

Delawares, when the Incllana are onoe entared, 1 t wUl 1nmta~ bNolle . ~eir 

ewn quarrel, and etteotu&lly break the union .>.- alone n h&Ye te cb:ell4,.216 . 

In late larch, the western Seneaa, l!llllNrlng Mf'eral lmndre4 •OM11S ~ 

wurl.ors, came to J'ohll•n Hall to neptlate a&aln w1 th Jehnaon, The SUparS.n

tendent hastily d1s]ilatcbe4 a ••e.eage to Gee• aek1ng that any pi.rm.a ret&ll&t

ion against the Seneaa be J10stpcme4 until the napt.S.&Uona oeu141 , 'be o,1nol114e4. 

111.rly 1n April a formal OOUDall, 111 tueae4 b,r el•ente .r &U t.be '1•• Nations, 

OODYened, dm1.ng wbloh the west.rn Seneoa ancl the hosUle Ollyugas tomel17 bur

led the hatchet an4 agreed to reSU11• peaoef'l4 relat1ona 111 th the IDglisb, Jobn

aon accepted on the oonclitlon that the laneaUo lm'Ul'C'a be gl•en up an4 that 

the Seneca allow the BDglleh tree use ot a strip of 1an4 ft•• .Uea wlcla on beth 

aUea of the Niagara Rl••• Te thia t.he Seneoa agree4. !My then MMl•nae4 

214
•Journ&1. of In41an Atta!ra", IUJJ&rf 2-ll, 1n ,lfhpn,u ltP!Ft, XI, 

•• 24-:,.5. 

2l5z'b1.d, , P• 32, 

216 S Jobnaon to Genc:al. Ttw.s Gage, Jobneon Hall, J'ebruary J, 1n i2taa-
ltW111 Xle P• :,6. 
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their "'JJSngneu te go to war with Jehneen aplnat the Ob1o In41M•• 217 
The 

Seneo& ,__ agr-•t g&Te John- the opparlunlty to cd.raulato Nlta to the 

we•tern tr11-a announcd.ng bi• 11'1\lS:np•u te aNt tha that ... _. at Ilagan. 

to negoUate ,-oe. otbarwiM, be warne4, Gage -.il.4 atrllte tha down with a 

force that 1IOU14 nn lncluu a rllllDlto4 Ireque1• a.teuncs,. 

'ftie rw.--.1 ot ,.U.oy en the ,art of the S.eo& ua watetn natlena, f1'III 

bOatlllty to ,-oe, 'baa etta bem upla1ne4 'by bi•to.riana aa th• Indiana• re

oognl tlon ot ut•t at the ban4a of a aapcie ,onr. ~ te to the oontrary, 

nothing 1.n the April treaty, or at Klagara, hl.nta of llllrnDUr. The tact 1.s 

that by the Spring of 1764, th• war waa 4etc1.orat1ng 1.nte a atalaato.218 

llhU• they ba4 4eatnye4 UY.-al ...U t.-t., the IncU.an• ba4 mt up:S.1'e4 th• 

Inglish d a tootbo14 at plaoe• like 11.apra, o..,., Detroit, an4 hn Pitt. 

On the Br1 t111h .U., these fort.a nre d 11 ttl.e use la rift of the taot that 

the any 11&a ln a uareplt state and. unable to 1191111t &111' ~IIUd.Toa uoapt at 

snat oost. Indeed, iii ori£ -te -.UP a.lenel Bn4atnet •• anv at ftapra 1.n 

-• Ga8e had. to etrlp all et b1a lnlan4 poa-ta an4 enllat MY.-.l bm4n4 a..n-

14S.ana whose loyalty he tu•.Uone4. In 1111ah a s1.tuat1.en, with • proapeots d 

,___,,ate T1.otory, Ul4 with no tar ot Snel'1tto ret&Uation, the S.eoaa an4 

liakN tribes 4ecd.4e4 to en4 the expense an4 'bleoqbe4 d the war ancl agree to 

Wbat aauntecl t;O a atatua 1uo ut.t.1 ... t. Hlatort.au baTe pdnte4 to the Seneoa 

loaa of the lflagara ,ortace aa pnot et Jebnaen'• bar4 ratnllllt1en en a ftntulllh

lt ,-ple. It abaul.4 'be mt.ea, honY£, that the tr•ty t4ll.'M4 thla aa "'frM 

1:s 
217•u Incl1an aont.-eoe•, Jotmaon Hall, Jl&rab 211-.lprll 23, 1.n iebPMR 

.. -•••lllli:a1• II, pp. 139-4,1. 
218 

llba. lemd.nga, •IndSana• 1..iut.1••• P• 3:,.5. SN al•• G&rJ Haab, bi, 
fiiiiiii Mf llagkp _ Df1eppl••. ff OOlffl!tJ 6!Fi• (laglnNd. al.ltta, N.J • • 

oe-Ball, Ino., 19741, P.P• 299-Jl>S. 
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use• of the lan4, not 01111cahS.p, .... tblng Jebaaen 414 not dare brS.11& up.219 

The Seneca, aa they hl4 4-natrat. • •.U U. prtm.Olla year, at111 aalntas.n

ed the ald.llt-7 to 1nterdiot the portage llblaffc tb9y falt the nNcl. Aa to 
' 

th• return ot the au:rurtlra, which ha4 bean aaob a sore point for IIOlltha, the 

agl"Nllent 'll'Dt only so f&'r u to •expeot• the Sme• to OOIIP17• le heatac•• 

were tat• to ensure oeapU.anoe. The &tcuaenta u-e not al-.r a• to 1lbetbar the 

au.rdarera we.:-. in f&ot ., .. si•• 1.1,.220 '!bat th-, ~ 1• &Nbt,;tul. GlYm 

the nature et lro4a.uol11 eooi•t.J' an4 100&1 pYCIIIMllt, eD1y the 11111'UrC"a tua

ul••a oaulcl ha•• guuut.. OlllpU.anoe. lt tbe;r ref\lN4 to 1111llllt, tbc"• waa 

little that Ollllcl 'be done. 

At Nlapr&, bet-- July 17th an4 Auguat 4th, Jobuon bal.4 a Nri•• et 

0911DoU• with r••amtat1Yu et the '1•• ll&tieaa an4 the watern trlbea udgn

ecl to brlng an end to the yar-1.eng ar. The gatbarlng waa •at lapreu1.••• 

inalucU.ng .,._. 1;?00 ID41all~ :ma feiirtNn natlona. The oUwu to the GIWloil 

-• on Jul7 31st m• Joblal,q ett.-.4, and. the wat..rn •tlona aooepte4, the 

an.ant Clla1.n. Soon d\C', a.lenel Bnutreet'a aDQ' u,arW tor tile rall.t 

ot Detroit. Vhll• hntlao an4 ..,....:i. 'bul4a et am_.. fra the DUnota u4 

Ula Oblo Vall-, oont1maecl to real.at.• the Ind.lane• attapt. to foroe Br1 tiab 

The 176:3 upriainl ail4 .the Ilagan treaty that..._ lt aame4 a •t.Eab.t. 

la lntuels nlat.1ena w1 tb tu lagliab. hroe ha4 failecl to ran• tle lagllab 

Ina the oountry &114, •• tMugb tile Izoquela &D4 the watcn natlona ore 
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daaagecl little during the aontllot, it 'beoue lnare&1ngl7 appannt that mob 

attapts ooul4 &OOGllpllab little. Anc 17~, the Inqueia CMae to &0001111.-.te 

to the English in the hope ef u1n+.alu1ng their 1n4apeadenoe u4 an1cl1ng bloocl

she4. The full el&bor&Uen d tbia approach aan be see tn the nente a.arrMln4-

ing the lort Stanwlx Treaty ot 1768. In' an effort to lesaen the pressures et 

Engl.lab aettl.•ent, and to aw14 another:' war, the Iroquoia, aoUng on the DOW 

largely a;rth1aal praise ot dOld nan• 9YC' t.he Ohle Qountry, oe4e4 '\hat 1an4 to 

-1an4, Onl7 by &ot1ng as tbe neptiators tor otMr t:d.'bee and aoaowclating 

to English c!...,,da tw land and fr0nt1ar eeaurl.ty ooulcl the nve Xations 11&1n

ta1n a favorable status with the BrlU . oelonlal gw---t.•• The lepoy et 

the stamd.x tre&ty was Lord Dwmere'a V: 1n 1774, as Shawnee, 111.ngo, and. Del

awares u1 tillately rduaed. to be dispe•aea-4 'by ,-ple to 1'hall tlwy owa4 no 
221 

~oi&l 4ai'Eenoe. 

ln Iroquois 41pleaao, 1n the-N.1"1.y years et the ReTOlution. Aoo.pt.1Dg early . 

l'91Uesta that tmy r.a s1n nmt.ral and. &Un the rebels IUi4 king to Nttle · · 

•twra al.one, the ftye Rations dec1arec1 aga1n an ett1alal nmtr&Uty ralnla

.. t et the f1nt ta1t of the oentury. The ·olSux cue wbm, 1n l"rn, British 

u4 Aurioan lMdars ,.... M ·long.- satillflecl with nmtr&Uty, 'but began •ilking 

flir aU1 t&ry aid. Torn 'betWND their rnponal bll1 ty te the OffllD&Dt. Cba1n and 

tlmr cles1re to rmn ! n nmtral, the a.tedan.o;r 'blpn to tall apart. Unable te 

•ooeadull.1 reoonatruot the o14 play-.tf sy•t.a ant pJllecl at. both en4a by 4e

llala, threats, an4 mtre&tiN, the anolmt 09WUd.l ft.re at. Onandap, age-ol.4 
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s oov ed. ov • Co pled rith this ra. a major internal 

from the udden loss of several nf'edera.cy sachem , result-

1 1n a loss of leadership at a critical moment. y the end of 17?7 , the Iro-

q ois t e e ex:porienci a civil 1 of Ohallk i nst Oneida, and eneca against 

sca.rora, t he like of mu.ch had not been seen since the da.ys oft e phet 

222 
ega.na rida.. 

22 
:a ,10nt, he Iroguois 1n the Aae.tlcan tion, P• 2. 



The Iroquois peeple, dur1ng the aldd.l• 4eaMI•• of-. eighteenth cen

tury, u:pari--4 int.rn&l at.nu and. aenf11ot that JIE&).lelled., an4 was 

to SOM ut•t 1nfluenoe4 bJ', the arises taoecl in relatlou with the Eng

lish. At the ... tiae, the lntern&l 1a1111ea that ~ the ftTe Jationa, 

or el••ta et thtll, oon41Une4 the tn»es of NIIJIOIIHB aa4e to these a:rlaea 

ancl, there1'e:re, h-1,-4 aha:pe the 11&ttern et J:~ls-lngliah relations during 

\heae 1...-ra. In arclar to fla11y undantand. tblM responses,_. 1aak of tb•, 
~ nature of Irectuois aoo1ety u4 au1 ture at a14-omtury 1111st be lnT•t1gat.e4 

ln -• 4etall. Tbla la laplrtant Bi.nae, 1n a tribal •aS.ety, the pelit1cal 

flmotiens ot a ,..p1. a&nDDt 'be cl1nroe4 ~ the cultural. •~ u •ld.ly 

aa it can ln a Mr• OIIQlex, netE'll •alety. rurth11r, if the prooeaaee by 

llblob ocrta1n Inqula r•obecl 4eola1ona oonaarning their nlat1ena with the 

llaliah are to be uen as are tbu a11rely reactl na to Inglish aotiou, ...

~ auat be sa14 of the laau• &DI peeple 1lbD Bbape4 the lntC'll&l attaira et 

ta. ft•• Jfatlone. 

Deallng with the lnterml pollt1oa and. prebl.•a et the rt.Te llatlona pres-

-• oan&t.n cl1tt1aul.t1••• In the tlrst plaoe, th11r• ls a ten4_•oy te epeu et 

tllia "InC(ueia• or the "League• as tlwup the IftqUOis theught ancl aote4 as one 

-,. Thls waa no aare true te.r the ft•• Natlens than fer any European •o1•ty 

• the ._ tlae. Historians tend tA speak et Indian people aotlng as "trlNS•, 
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a.nd have givan this ill-defined orpniu.tion a lit• of its own. Recent ethno

graphic and ethnob1stor10&1 stu4 bas dlllonatrated, how.var, that the tribe, 

a.s used or a.bused by novallsta and b1stor1ans, saldoa exletad as ~ IIOra 

than a geographiaal or vague cultural exprassion.22) These studies suggest 

that 1n Eder to identify and. undc-atan4 the people and 1ea1es that atfeoW 

Indian :politiaal patt.-ns, one aust ...,. NYOD4 the tribe to the nllage and 

b&D4 lrtele. This s ... a te be particularly ftlua'bl.e adYioe in the oaae ot the 

Iroquois. While epeakC'e ,.... Mat often identified in tr•ty 111.nutes as 

"Mohawk", "OneicSa", or "Seneaa", they spelt• as aueh en behal1' et pa.rt1oular 

interest grou»s .- v1l1ages as fer the "tribe" aa a whole, nen though tb..,

.rten inVOked the nue et the .t.rl'be tc d1pl.-.t1c reaaena. J"ina,1,ly, thEe 1• 

the probl• of ffi.denoe. At otrt.a1n t1Jlea1 n.sn&Jly am:respending to •jor 

ia1111es oonoarning Iroque1s-Bngl.1sh relat.1.ona, thEe 1s an abundance ot intorll&

tien in oounc11 and tr•ty llinutes oonocning I:roquoia leaders, oon:t11ota, and 

oenoE'!ls. At et.bar Uaes, bowff£1 suah intoru.ti.en is ladd.ng &l.togethar or 

is spotty at beat. Tharetcrre, it ia diffl.mlt to aak• genar&lis&t1ens conoarn

bg the Iroq.uois as a ce11.eation of llffaral nations and Y111ages. 

The effeota et auab. p:o'bl.- au be leaHM4 by appreaoh1.ng Iroqueia at

falra, both int«rnal and ~. ln tcaa of specifto issues and. th•••• &D4 

tile 1ntC"&CUon of arr«ral 41at1nat greupa 1n oonfllat or CNpe"at1on war 

•• 1a1111es. By nuin1ng th• IrequoS.11 ualsio:o-Mld.ng preoesa and the pro'bl.•• 

&Ill iraaues that shaped. that proaes• on an 1ntarest group baals, the p1 ttalls ae-

223ror the prehl•• ot using the "tribe" as an org&niB&t1on&l sah- in 
IIZ'lting Indian h1atery1 SMI wa)]aoe, "P9UU.aal Organ1satien and Land. Tenure =• the Northeaatc-n In4t.•n•, ltioo-18:,0", Netaalt, " o Should ule at Hae", 

Berthotar, ''The Poll t1aal Oontext ot a New Indlan Histcr', 
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noc1ated u1th the "Lea.gue0 or the "tribe" can largely be avoided. In such an 

a.pproa.ch, the village, faction, or sex ~up beoomes dominant . Such gT.OU:l)s 

were very real. a.mo a- the Iroquois and helped shape the political process, just 

as sim1 Jar oups did in English a.nti ench societies. The League and the con

cept of t.~e .i be can be accepte for what they appear to have beens cultural 

ymhols fhich s erved, imperfectly , to trreld people ether and to r educe in-

terna.l conflict. A local.ized approach to Iroquois politics can al.so serve ~ 

ut a leader such as Iendriok Peter or a.naaha.tison ~n his proper position rel

ative to h..t followers and other, competing, men and g:roups. 224 

Tha.t the Iroquois were experl.encing some kind of 1ntarna.1 conflict or 

dislooa.tion can be inferred. from statements ma.de by both Iroquois speaker 

and _ i sh obsa:r:vers concerning the beha.vio.r.- and att1 tudes of Iroquois , people. 

ther, this inte.rnal problem seems to, haye cut a~ss the Five \!ations , 

touchi , to SO!!le extent, parts or all of the aevera.l nations. The most pro

n&.mced evidence o_ 1nterna.1. unrest a.re the abundant references in official 

document to the use of liquor among the Five ations. There are ma.ny ref'

e:r.ences to Irttquois leaders being too drunk to Negotiate at councils , of be

ing, eoa.use of liquor, unable to acoompa...ey milltary expeditions, and of 

achems and women demanding and pleading that the :rum trade be stopped. ·fany 

et these references appear in documents from the war years and f.he years im

aadiatQJ.y f olloui ng the conquest of CB.nada. fuUe liquor h&d lo been present 

ng the ive . ations and, indeed, had often been used as a diplomatic l ub-

22 1 
I a detailed explanation of the interest group approach to native 

wrican hi."tor by a pioneer of this method, eea ce Tri er , recht 
11d ithnohistory" , hnohistoq 22 (1975), .51- ,56. obart Berl'"..hofer tali.es a t11:i. t different appro a,. by pbasiz factionalism and :political con-
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r1oant at treaty councllFl, there efflls to have been •jor concern about its 

effects 1n the middle tleaades of the oen.tuey. 225 

equests that the English do something to stop the rua trade among the 

Iroquois WC'e :f'requently -.de at OCII.Ulcils. By 17,5.5 1'llll, and its ir..f'l.uenoe on 

the Five ations,. had beoo•• a major 1ssue in rel&tions with the ingllsh. In 

that year the Irequo1s listed it, alo!!3 ,with land frauds, as the1r foraoat 

grieY&nce with the oolon1es. These Olllplalnts oont1nued at intervals tbreugh

eut the pariod until, in 1762, l!Otlething of & clinax as r•ched. Oneida wamen, 

apparently fearful of th• aclYerse effects ot liquor on their peepla, attaakecl 

a all1tary sutl.er and 4etrtTored h1.s supply flt rua. 226 

The maber and strength of the conapla.1nts 1n41catee that soae Iroquois, 

usually v111age elders an4 woaen, reoogn1sa4 that, dri!LTd.ng was beoollling a s1g

D1f1cant soa1al probl•• While the m<lence i s not entirely spec!n.o, refar- _ 

ences 1n .council m.nute and reports seem to bur this out. Warren Johnson, un-

4oubtedly reporting llhat he had hnrd trca h1s U?!cle, Sir VUllaa, aentioned 

that the Iroquois "often k1l1 one amther 1n Drunken f'ita.•227 At another point 

ln his l90a8What disoonnected mrrat1Ye, he mentioned that •the Indians drink 

ltua greatly. • 228 At a oouncll 111th the :trequois 1n Deoellber, 1758, OOnoab

lui•aon, the •Ch1et Se.ch•" of the Oneida, requeated that the liquor t:r:&ffto be 

atoppecl because .. it not only disturbs us 1n our Meet1nge & Oonsul tatione whm:e 

2i5r~ exaaples et the use of liquor in the negotiating process ca.n 

1
.,...hund 1n Lawrence H. Led£, eel., "Tbe Liviugston Indian Reoorda, 1666-
r•~•, bnnm;lyapla H1Q1L7 2' (1956), pasaS.11. 

226 
1 "An Tndian Oonteranoe", Jebnflon Ball, August ll•l2, 1.n JobP@on Pai51, 

• pp. 480-s:,. . 

227"JournaJ. of arren Johnson", in Johnson flWM• XIII, P• 186. 

228zb1d., P• 189. 
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t he drunken Peep.\e ooae 1n ~elllng & very oftan haTe Wea.pens 1n th~ 

hands, bit i t like1d se ca.rrys ~f aa.ny ~ our P•pl.e both eld cl young."229 

The impulse to d.:dn.'lr must he.ve been Vf!IL"'J' grea. ·, however. At the sail• meet.

i ng, Johnson observ-ed, i n ans"H'Sr to the a.b4ffe request, that several sachoas 

. id t hat 1£ the liquc- trade was steppe4, their lives NUl.d be 1n dang•• Z:,) 

The nature of the evidence a:lted ,does not permit evan an app:i."0Ximat 1on of 

the quant1t1es of liquor cell8Wlled. or the DUmber of Iroqueis involved. Hewevc-, 

,,:-hen compared to an earlier period, it -.ppea.rs that the Iroqwtia ~ the 1114-

e1ghteenth oentury were expar1ene1ng a liquor probl.• aitticS.ent to aause 

al.am among vUlage leadar1!h 
231 It wUl be suggested hare th&.t the snm1 ngly 

1nareased use of liquor was a man1feetat1on of 1ntcnal challge and clislooation 

among the Iroquois and th&t rum 1f&S being used either &a a ae&11S te uurt. or 

bolster lost or a.~auned status, or aa a 1GQ' of avoiding turaoU and 1aau••• 

There are ot..har- refare..,ces in the axclsngeo bet.WMD Iroqwt1a and Eagllllb

aen that s.iggest internal unrest. The tn emuuiratiens Jlll4a o:f' th• Irotuo1s 

Tillages &."'ld poople during the post-war period reTeal that the '1.ve la\lena 

were undergoing a. procesa of atom1zat.1en. The tr•ty ll1mtas and anuaar&t1ona 

contain u.rr:, references. to "'.Sclwh&r1ea", "Aquagas•, "0swegatah1es", and "JU.age•". 

J'urther, 1)8Xt1cularly 1n the caoe of th• Meha*, V1llagea ware givm separate 

l4entit1es that 1-.d. •n• to aaeuae, nthout further 1nVest1gat1on, that they 

•ee independent entities, nth no oennect1on at all to the aultural unit. "llehawk". 

IL 229•Jou'?'nal. ot Indian Affairs", Fart Johnson, I>ecaabtrr 10, 1n JtbP@ln 
_-:g, X, P• 69. 

2',;> 
Ibid. , P• ,'). 

231By ooa:pa,risen, the LlYiDgsten In•U.M Recerds are rel&U.Tely fr• et 
11W plaints oonoerning the uae ot lllUft• 
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Johnson's emu1eratlon of 176:, rneal.s that the Irequels were living in a l&'rge 

mtlllber ef Ylllages, scatt«red over an area stretching frOII Albaey' to the uppc

Allegheey a.nd into the Susq-c.1eharL,a Valley. Jhile the evidence sa;y little ef 

the status or these scattered oonu1un\tlas in relation to the •1 ive ations propar, 

there is little doubt that Bngliah off1o1&1s treated thell as i.J14ependent ,_... 

mun1 ties, w1 thout regard to pa.1':9Dt v1llage11 Gr nations. 

These spU.nter groups bad a ft:riety of reuons for existing, and ac,me 

appear te have developed as a •Y •t oop1.ng with internal presaures or oon

fUots. '!be Mingos appear to have &Yolved out or bands ot western Iroquois llbo 

Jaigeated to the upper Oh1.o tor pirposea ef mm~ or t.rad.e. On the othar ban4, 

the Aquagas of the upper Suaquabanna Nell to have bad a far different motive 

for braaking w1 th their pa.rant groups, the Oneida an4 'l'uaca.rora. Johnson not

ed 1n 1751 that •th• are a f'laurtahlng & enareas1ng People, as any of our 

Mand Indians uongat the Six at.ions mo &l."e disgusted nth the ruleins pol

itics of their People l•v• their Oast.les and go & settle at Oghquago."
232 

The1r disgust ld.th the "rul.eing X-Utios• 11aJ be expla1ned by the fact that a 

l.&t:ge nwaber O'f the Aquaga settlers ware Christian converts, led by their own 

native 111n1ster. Their wtapoken suppert of th• new faith and ardent ualre to 

protect 1 t may have led. tha to lligrate ~ their pagan as•cl&te• at Onelda 

b llllah the saae ~ u the Ca.ngb;na.wap Mohawks did a century -.rller. 233 Sia• 

lJerlf, the Oswagatchies, &1.ao Oneidas, appear to have MYed t. the alsa1en ef 

that name near Montreal to be n...-rer their French aissionary. 

TY 
232Johnaen to Lord. Loudoun, Albany, Septabc- 3, 1751, 1n iohnftD Pp«ra. 

-. pp. 826-27. 

llln, 233
"Journal of Indian Aff&irsu , Johnson Iall, January 2-Jl, 1764, 1D 

-rn Pa.PS!• XI, PP• 27-35• 
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In a.d.tlit1on to this sca.ttedr~ of the 1"1ve _atioM, there were 1ne14mts 

of Metion betm,en the sevE&l. 11&tiens . At Albauy in 1754, the Koh&llks of 

'!JOth ,r111a0 es coI!IPlained b1 tterly to Johnson or tho avil rumo..:s and derogatory 

lfflSrks ma.dCJ about them by other Iroquois. On two separate occasiQns , ohn

on 'lfa.a wa.i:ned by T.fohal-:k in:tananta aga1net traveling to Onondaga on busineaa 

becaue,e they faa.rod that tha upper nations aould not be trusted. Fu.rthm:, 1n 

some pieces of cor.ra::1p0ndanoe, Johnson 1-.:terred to the Five Nations u the 

•upper" and "lower" Iroquois a£ 1f, 1n his own mind, the t~•ro groups r epresen-r,• 

ed. distinct 1ntfn'est::- and had t o daa.1.t with a.ooor dingl.y. In aost oases the 

f:de-~1on centered on the Mobalfk and &ppe&?"s ~eot.ed to that gnup'a spealal 

i--elat1onship w1 th tho English goverl'.Dllant ot• Netr York. When the Mobe.,J!t oaa

pla1ned. a.t not having been invited to several Oonfeden.c;r oounaUs, the raason 

may have been the laok of osrta.1.uty on the pa.rt ot the upper f'dUr nations that 

the Mcha:t1k oould be trusted w1 th Iroquois business and cenfidence&. 2'4 

11.nally, there is a ret'erer1oe made 117 Sir i illia.m Johnson, in 1712, to 

w1 taharaft .SJllOng the Iroquois. The ref a:renoe was made in reply to inquires about 

the F1ve N!l.tions made by Arthur Lee or Virginia. The reply was. in the natuxe 

.r a genm:al. swm.a.ry of Iroquois poll tica, lifest7les , and customs, w1 thout 

si,eoin.o refEn"ences or dates • . Ttuir.tore, 1t is lapossible f:rOJll thla s1ngle . 

hf.-ence to d.etermin9 ~er w1 tohc:rat't played a.n_y B18n1tlcant role 1n h"o• 

ta-eis life &iring th• Diddle of the century. It muet, bowevm-, h&ve existed 

ln aaae tor111, at leant a few years prior te Johnsen's aention of it. Vitoh-

ll'aft and a. strong belief in auparnatura.1 powers, good. and bad, had been a oerne-

2)4"ln41an ProOMdlngs", Johnalm Hall, April 21-28, 1761, in Johnson 
• III, pp. 701, 70.5. 
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stone of traditional Iroquois belief syste11s. 235 In t his re pact, John~n• s 

observation ~ have been a.n i solated 1na1dsnt or merely h1 .ender1ng of t.ra

d.,1 t1onal rl tes a d belief • On the other hand,, ·;; pre alenoe of w1 tchcra.ft 

~-Y hav bean ymptomatic •f inter nal trauaa ar dissa.t hifs.~tiou. ~ on the 

Iroquois , parsons acaused or found gull ty •t w1 taharaft oould ".48 k illed ld. th 
' • • f 
• ' • l • I • • 

1mpwd. t y with the oompl.ate sanction of the village involved. In a 1?()li tiaal 

conflict. over basio quest.ions ef power and a.utbar1ty within the Iroquois cem

muni tieR, a oharge of w1 tcharaft m1g."1t well have ser.Yed the purposes of one 
' 

~y or another • 

.. everal things could have aoomnted for the aaattC'iDg ef ~pl•• the UH 

and increased ocmccn over the use flf liquor, &Dd the friction. among and bet'Hell 
. ' 

the Five l ations . The Irequois were oontinutng to feel the affoct.s of sustain• 

ed contact with Eln:'opea,ns. Jehnson Mtec!fin 1712 that "those nea:r•~t to Us 
I • • .\ 

Ltavy in a gr•t measure lost their a.nc1ent customs or ~nf'ounded ~- with 
236 · I 

eurs." European culture did net affect all :tr.quois equally or s1nutaDNUa-, 

ly, and th1 111'1 account far aisundc-Ata,n,llngs between those who bac1 a&tptecl 
' ' 

English cust.ODls and economic patterns and-those to llholl suoh austeu were sttll 

allen and u.mrelooae. The eri.dence of change 1n •ter1&l aulture i s aore a'bun-
, I 

dant than •£ changes 1n attitudes and bell.eta uong the five Nations. arren 

lebnaon ebserved that SOiie Iroquois wore "check shirts sae uffles of the 

-e & also Indian shoes sto~ngs & night caps."237 He a.lee untianed sleep-
. ' 

235on the sibject ~ .1d.toharaft uong the l1'0quot.s, seee Va11•••• Pfttb 
ent R ,._,.~'-
•- ll"'MJ:Pt Of t.be Sf9f91:• Cmptc- 4. 

2)6 · 
,_ Johason to Arthur Lee, Johnson Hall, March 28, 1772, 1n ,lthypn raw,, 
"'M.1 p. 9~. 

2)? 
"Journal ot Warren Jo!maon•, P• 191. 
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ing 1n a •straw bed" at Old Brant's 1n Cana.Joharie, an~ that many of the Iro• 

quoio there owned sleighs. 2'8 Abraham, brother of Hendriak F~t et: and. one ot 

.. he sacn~ of eana.-,.hat.•1•, reported that he had been attacked i n January ~ 

17.58 b., ROldiars while pitting h1s horses 1n h1s atah\e aft.er a ·leighr1de 

from John{-.on's halle.2J9 

On the other hand, the Iroquois still ll&intalned many of their trad1t1oml 

practices. Even those whe had oontaot with m sf'liona:ciee and who had, by their 

own :3ta.tements, oonvsrted, still performed the condolence oeremeny. The oon

dolanoe, use of ~. and Gther foms et public address ""'9re ueecl td. thout. 

exception at aeetings with Brlslish ottioials. S.e old weapons and skills p«r

sis ted 1n tha face~ &iropun trade and technelogy. Warren Johnson noted that 

the Indiana iT&re good archare an4 •oan kill anything nth Bew & A-rro-•rs."2110 

While material. oultm-e oentimied to ohange, so did the population. Oon

tapor.a.-ry obe«rTars agrnd that the I?."eqUo1s, while still a p&tent f'oree en th• 

frontier, l~era dea:U.n1ng ln llWllbers. On the ne of the AJlerloan evolution, Sir 

Guy- Johnsen placed Iroquois f'1ghting strength at abollt 2,000 11en. at.l Thi• woulcl 

Id.Te a. total population 1n 1774 ot bet,;reen 8,000 and 10,000 peopl8. TheN fig

ures agree with tho~• Slln1tte4 bf S1r W1lll~ Johnson 1.n the 17f:os.242 Vhll• 

238zb1d., PP• 192, 190. 

239.Jour.na.1 o'f Indi&n Atta1r ,•, P..-t ,Tobnl!!Dn, Ja._"lUAr1 13, 1n ~o,mag 
IMs:&11 XIII, PP• 104-108. 

2AO 
"Journal o£ Warren Johnson", p. 205. 

¼l 
h Guy J ohneon to General. Tbllllas Gage, Guy Pa.rk, Nov•b«r: 24, in J,tmaon 

iPF'3, XIII, ,;,. 69'5. 
242., 

176 
Enume.rat!.on of Indians w1 thin thi, Northern Del)e.J:·tment", ovember 18, 

J, in Do0WD.ents R.:lat1v•, VII, ~• ,582-84. 
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no ace ate popula.tion :f1gui•e exist prior to 17 3, a.rren Johnson noted that 

nhe illia.m came to America. i n 1739 the oha al.one mun er ed 1,4-00 fight-

1 , en. I n 1774 they numb ed ,somelmat lass t.ha.n JOO, if the separate communit y 

24"' of c oha.rie s 11 eluded. J Allo · 

i t appears tat the -oha'Wk :r:re· a 

or inaccuracies in both eets of figures , 

tic decline 1n population in a rel• 

a t ivel short pa of time. he eneca, on the other hand, continued to main-

tain an i essivs be of men , r epresenting over half of all Iroq ois raan• 

pon in 1774. he differences in n · bers bet een the tno nation13 suggests 

that J?Opulation s ta llity or ecli e wa s in :pa.rt i nfl uenced ·by t e :proximity of 

t he ndi to · opean comm n1t1es. a.t t he oha. fk t~ a much mo.re active 

rol i n the a £a1rw of the 11sh colonies than did the eneca. or othar Iro• 

quois ma¥ also account for the differences in po ulation fig ··e~. 

Thi., decline can also e a.ttri tad t<t three other cau es that~ wall 
I 

have af fected t he attitudes a.nd policies o:f' the Iroquois . Of major significance 

was the r oat far f o pire. The · oha ·r prota tad. on oaoa.sion that the war was 

draining t hem of their young ro.en , and other Iroquois ha.d s:lm1l feelings. 244 

This 1a.:c• 1-· rn any other, caused disruption of no:rma..l. liv1 pattern , lo s of 

life, and an brupt increase in feeling.., of dxead o.nd insecurit . s d1 -

ruption may WP,11 have ma.nif osted 1 tsalf ai-•'JJ1kenness , migration to safer areas, 

and conflict between those will1x to fi t and tho e who wished to stay un

lnvol ved. 

The placed Iroquois warriors in direct contact w1 th large numbe.-rs of ng-

24311Journal of ozren J ohnaon" , P• 194. 

l?c 244i evere d John Ogilvie and ybra.nt Van chaick to John ·on, Oatobftt' l, 
..,5. ohn..,on a:pers , II, pp. 12.5-26. 
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11 h oldier. and ciTilian , thus 1narear;in the threat &f epideftio d!eea.se. 

• 1r0pee.n axmies 1n the tlg teenth century were notoriously f1l thy organizations, 

and tho ou e Yo _ •. frontier 1 no exception. recor s speak, albe!.t 

va,.,.mely , o at least two ep1dert1cD amon the 1'1.Ye .at1ons between 175? and 1763. 

The first t1--a.s a.n attack of saa.llpox that atmck in the Swmn.ar O't 1751. John

son ref erred to having several Indians w1 th the d.1.sea..se at his home s.t Fort 

Johnson. 245 At the ~• t1ae, Johnson wa.a aet b:, reque ts from the Iroquois 

-t-ha.t current council business be taken care of qu1ckl.y beoau e, a Li ttl.e Abra.

ham explained, t•of the help.le e OOndi t1on • left our Fud.lies in at home, a&IQ' 

of wom had the Small Pox v~ be.d at the the of our fsroh1ng.•2A6 

Wa_"l'Ton J ohnson recorded that in the fJu1!11'ler of 1761 the Iroquois had bNn 

visited by an "epidemde&.'I. distemper", the symptoms of ·ihioh were "a. Pain 1n 

their Side, attended. w1 th a fever (If ,mioh they gene:ra.lly die 1n 4 Jla¥s •• M'l 

Sir 1111am, then on h1s ~ t.o Det.'!.'91t, reoarded t.he axrtval 1n his camp of 

liioktts of Ca.najoha.r1e. 'l"h1.s Moha1ik reported that evaral. people ot h1 vill.age 

had recently died of a "malignant fever" a.nd tha.t the family of Old Brant was 

particularly ... trlcken by 1 t. 248 A sim11ar Ulness struck the Soneaa v1l.lage 

of Ca:nassacl.aga. 1n the same year. 

Coupled w1 th disease and 'NP.rfare, food J10rtages W8TO also present during 

the period. Myndert Wemp 's report of shortages amng t.he Seneca. has already 

245Johnson to Peter and. Elizabeth l1raxal.l , Fort Johnson, July- 17, 1n 
.Jebw,on fapers, 1 , P• 800 • . 

24f 
" 1 .. , Indian Conference", "'ort Johnson, August 28 , in Johpaop fa.RIEi, 

11, p. 820. 

247 
•Jou:rual of Warren J•hnson•, p. 207. 

21,8 
•Ntagara and Detroit Preceed1nge, July-Septabcr, 17f.a• , 1n ,Iohnsop 

, XU , p. 2J3. 
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249 ' 
been !'.'ef'Grred to. In 1757, .Tohnoon numtion ha.vi · .~pp11ed the Ca.un.joh&rlea 

r1. th prov!.a1ons " rh t•1ay ve<rcy caxoa of. ••250 In t ,he !JS.me yeer • omo ~ 

applied fo- f ood. a. ,lotP . , a.n "a. Pexoon to Plou , o Land i t it: so stiff 

; worn tha.t it 11 not. oth.end;:;e yield any Crop. "2,Sl. At a mt'teti , i n late .De

cemb«:: 17.13, the Oneidao asked or rubsistence f.o-r t ems~l~ s ruld. t he Canajoharie• , 

since ear1y fro s !:-..ad all 
2':2 t destroyed. t~e1r corn crop. ~ 'lbese eho t.ages, 

Cffli ae the did 1n the :midclle of 11. war, could be a efleetion of the genc-al 

disru tion ca.used by- t.he f1ght1 · and the pex-1od1.c a · ence of the mt.rriors. 

~mo carrloo. the e.d.ded. :r.eApOns1b1li ty of alee.i:'lng ne,r f1el~ for aropa. 

of th syntptome of unrest e.nd e.tic;:.mity .. !1th1n the five i'J'a.tions, their effects 

~,:for.the most part, localized, affecting aevex-al. Villages, or perhaps a 

larg~ ~ of thtt Iroquois., The WJreat, holteve:r., see11s to he,v~ been general.,. 

attect1ng nost of the I:-:oquf'1::: on all levels , tr.•om 1Jarrtor gro p ... to the F1r;e 

Jlfat1on a~ a nhole. 

It will bei suggested here that the gene-al Ul'll:est manif e""teo. by Iroquois 

be'h!..T1.or. during and f'ollowing the iar rEJetll te4. f:r:-om wh!i.t can be defined a.a ~ 

political. struggle. Evideno.e suggests that the I1'0qut:>i , b;r l!l.'td•oenturJ, ware 

tn the mid.st o! a. C!dsis o.f authorl..ty. 'l'h1 ar1s1a trtemm.ed 1n part b:om the 

249•Journal of Inell.an PrOoeed.1.ngs", April 29, 1?.56, 1n Documents Rel.a.tt·re, 
VII, pp. 100-101. 

250 
Johnson to Pete and i1.1Mbetb VraxaU, Fort Jehnson, Jult.r17, 1n ii.Im-

p bPF!• IX, P• 799. 

~ 2
.51."lndian Prooe-edings", r.rt J•hnaon, April 23, 1n Johypp 1&fflS, II, ,. 589. · 

252 .. J .la1aar OU of Indian Affairs", For t Johnson, December 9, in Johp;.on 
~~ X, P• 68. 
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natural tr1.ot1on inherent 1n t,he lroc!Uois poll t1oal t:truoture. flewever, 1 t 

appears to have been inten~fted by the pressures placed on the Five at1.ons 

frail the ~utside. in tho fo:r.m of t ,,o ajor crlse" iuvolvi -- relations with 

the English oolonies, These adses teroed the Iroquols to r e-exu.ine their 

tra.dit1onal po11o1es a.nd role vis-a-vis the English, and to adju·et to the 

reality that the r»..uabm.- of options, ava.U.&bl• te th• 1n d-.ling with n91,r poll t• 

ioal o1rcumstanoes was beocm.ng sevm.-ely lbd.te4 &ft«t" 17':A and esp.a1ally 

attar 1700, 

The internal adsle tbla er•ted seas to h&Ye taken two cl1rect1ons. On 

ene band, thare was a. basio oon:t'l.1ot trrflr goals and pal.1o1es, as Iroqueis of 

all levels and aftil1ations sought to create positive responses 1n the face ot 

threats to their serurity and culture f'.roJa without, At the saa9 tiae, there 

was increased dis satlsfaot!.on with the oonteapm:a.ey- leadership group, represent

ed by' the vUlage sachens and Pine Tree Chiefs, These men, normally associated 

with the traditional poUay to1&'.rd the English, wc-e being aalled to a0001mt as 
. . 

that poUay becaae 1noreas1ngl.y untenable. Tms, 1fh11• the Iroquois were at-

tapt.ing to restructure their policies, they wce also attempting to redef1ne 

tba concept et leader at a time llhtn 11ft' lda&s and ar•t1Ye responses ee•ad 

lapnat1ve. 

The ar:1s1s, as it developed, beaau Yc:y oompl.ex and involved a m.uaber fd 

StWps and 1nd1v1.duals npr•aenting speal&l lntereets. The •at visible Olll• 

t11.ot &rose between th• eacbllas, representing traditional authorlty a.n41-4£

lblp, and the 'Wa.trlors, who :, 1 nded a 41.tttlNDt . response to ~sh Jir9saures. 

1• addition, howner, other points of trl.C'U.en d.ffeloped. The Ohio Valley In

llela, led by 'l'anach&rleen and $ca.-reuady, •b&Tlte4 on an independent oourse 1n 

•• ,4 
.._,.._MiDgllC with Engllsh co1on1es u4 t.he i'renob on the Ob1o. Thq 414 this 1n the 
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f a ce o the Onon cou.ncil t:hich shed to ma.1.ntaJ.n the _posit ion, by 17.54 

1 · ely f i c tional , of dominance over tho:.,e rhom they c:onsistentl;r te:i:.ued 

" ntel.'"''r, and th s u.ni'it to con ct sarious bus ine.,.s . 'l'he :1ohaw , especiaJ.ly 

ose o'f Ca.na.joha.rie, found theme.elves G.t odds Hi th the · eate n I r o oi"". 

'I' stemmed in pa.rt from the cooperative a.tti tude di~yod by the , oha1rks to-

uard ho oolonio::; r a.n attitude that uestern Iroquois often felt too co-

o erative. A rr to this aJ.roa.dy complicate s truwe wa.:; the conf'udon tha.t 

must have e"'ul te fi:om the loss during this period of aeveral. important men. 

etl-reen l7L1-9 a.nd 1764, the I r oquoi s lost t.hei services a.nd .uagotia.t ing abilities 

o · a number o:Z sachems and men of ability, such a.s the Oneida aa.chElll inda.-

runte and Sca.rouady of the I· o. eae men, alder at.a.t.esmen , ha.d, in ·~hair time, 

develop :f:r1end.sh1pa and the respect of lilng11sh officials and f ollowings a.11ong 

their o,m people. 
· zr.3 

'Iha loss ef these men S:ia.S in mos t. cases irrepa.ra.bl.e. :, 

t hat had 1-1:·,s r 00t s in t.raditicmal. Iroquoi0 ooltura. By the nature o · tho 1'()11t-

1oal system, nith its division of powers bet ween wa.r l ea.dars and civil chiefs, 

tension and competition were ooramon. e warriors were, 'by definition, concern-

ed prima.rily ri th t he a.ff'airs of war , proteotion of the community , and the 

Hour1:~y of the l and. 'arfa.re , by presenting young men w1. th the means of earn-

prest e a.t home, s an important concern of 't.i'lt1 "young ml.in" of the villaa:es. 

The sachem , ever s1noe the ving of the reat Law by D a.na.wi (,ja, , were concern

• th t he pre arva.tion o ... order and peace. The dominance of one · up nat urally 

2 
~he list. of l!Mi.jor leaders who died during the period includes, Ca.nasatego 

ln l?.SO, Hendrick eter in 1?55, ana.cha.rison 1n 1755, Abra.ham of uanajoha.r1e 
1757, Ki, da.runte, who was, murdered in l?.58, and Red Hea.d of the Ouon~as, 

&pPa.-rentJ.y died of a s t r o e 11 1764. 
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led to · he GU}) .ess1on of tho 1ntere +, • of the other. 'ormally the ;a.rriora 

could not __ rtici!,)ate i n council, a ty . ese:rved. exclusively fo the sachems 

a.nt elder ·romen o the v111 .-:,es. I time of "War, when a. con ensu to f1 _ t had. 

e n ch lea e,~ e to the f ore ; rhil . t e c ems , o -ri.n to ,the 

·11 oft e you . me , ~tood a de. ny too pax t 1n ttle a" OOlllt!lOn 

• a:rrl.ors. Once peace had been r e tored, howev , the warrl.o 

ove t selves . on the pol1 t1ca1 arena.. 

ec ed. to 

ppears to ave hap_pened du.ri . the course of the eighteenth century 

tra.s a ba. ic shift 1n °lead ship . from sache to 1 

nolo o Tar.fare seems to have contri tad to thi • 

leade • e cbangi tech• 

.illia.m Johnson noted 

that t he mili ta....""7 and civil pre t ,.,e of the .sachem ha declined. because "since 

t he · i ntr ct io of f ir,e a.rm they no io er fi t.ht in close odies, t every 

Ia i · hi s o m "' ene :al-I a , i nclined to think thi circumstance he.s . contributed 

to l es en the of th 

ft i n E'n<'"lL . frontier policy al o erve to alt the oontext of the con-

fl1ot eti een th two he ·ra.r and the n i sh policy erved to rd. e 

situation and till fun entaJ. uestions of ho~ est to cope th the cha 

ma.inta.1 t he cultural i nte ·i t y of the Iroq 01$ people. ' he i ;rriors represent-

ede i n l ax e , those o supported an active• even ~ e s1ve attempt to over-
1. 

thro i sh encroachments on the lano. and to ui th ta.nd :i'lglish attempt to over-

thro1-r ro oio J)Ower. 1he sa.ch s , man;y o iom had close connections d th Eng• 

lish offic:tal , and all of whom ,rere pl edged to ~pport a policy of oonc:Uiatian 

Ind peace, 1 e looked upon as at least ineffective 1n withstanding the ish 

254 · Jo son to Arthur Lee, Johnson !all• oh 28. 1772. i n Johnson 
, I , • 9.52. , J ee al.soi Fenton, "The Iroquois in istory11

, P• 148 . 
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t arst, coopara ing with them. The war s erved a a cat alyo~.; f or this con-
' 

f lict by enllanc1 the powe- and presti ~e of the ua.rrloi:c . balde ed. y mili-

a: , '' chl :f "" · .lQ s•• · 

a.ditionaJ. poli ies an lead hi. o t o sa.che s . 

· ... -ho cl be ~ted that , - · e h e a.re hi t s ~ hi co, ... ict among moat 

of tha 1v a t ions, 1 t eem., t o have · en most int en 
. ' a.mo he e s te:r na.t1ena 

tr o ·ar e as yet 11 t t le touched ;y tpe f orces .of .. cha.nge resul t i ll(; om 001 ta.ct 

with the • i sh. 'l'hes e people, less a.ccul t a tecl tha.n wsre he • aha.wk a.nd 

Oneida. to the eas , noo.-e de · m:mi11ed to preserve, their land and. cul. ture . For, ,, 

this reason 1-t. i understa.nda.ble that t he western ~eneoa. should ha.ve aJ.lled th•

selve -wi t the Lakes tribes and ignored t he tradi~onal Iroquois policiei:. to-

ra.rd the i ' • In point of fa.ct, the S.aneca.s ' im,eres·ts were bett.ar ei'Ved 

by joining the s i ·t.ance on the pa.rt of he western r1 bes than by following 

the lea.cl of' he oha.w1t.s . 

id ca of thi i nterna.l truggle over goal and directions began to sur

the war. 'l'he sw:·viv1ng evidence ef thi oon:f11ot serves not only 

to ve ify t ha. 1t exi sted, but also to sugge t the 1 auas at the hea.r-t of t he 

Gtruggle. 

'lho renewal o the A.ngl.o-French oonflia-t in America provided an opportw:11ty 

for r oquois men to engage 1n one of their prim&x1' cultural roles. :Ven before 

01111:pal.gni began on the aw ork fron ·ier, Jehnaon noted t hat the ":young men 

&re all gro ng vary wa.-rm. 1125.5 Th1s apparent eagerness on the pa.rt or come Iro-

ottlcials . eal1zing the inharent f'rioUon bstwND olvU chiefs and warriors, 

255Johnson to Leudoun, r.rt Jotmaan, August .5, 17.56, 1n Jebnson Pa])!Es, 
ll, p. 494. 
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deli e a .val - ecte co 111cll speeches to t e la. r n~. held 1.tp 

i el ts a - off ed 1 e ha.tc 1et, to t e ·oung aen, tru 1 11 t tle o · no e :a. d 

of tho -· chc ..., 1· .o r re l argely re ·po s l e for ... ,he cont n e neu ..,r J.1 ty of the 

· - t i 2 i;6 .J.v 1a on • 

... 11 £', s e se, tho heightened co liiict between the two con en oups ffll.8 

i duce by gli··h o f.icial,· ho ere ee.g,n- t o get warriors into the field e.nd 

e uall:, eager tot. _ the I :roquo1s from t eir avoued policy of. ne·t al1ty. G-r.a4-

, ally, the policy o.P court1 t e wa .rioro · ffO.rked. By enhanc1 .,. their position 

L council, ancl by of':f'm:ing them _ewa:rds and cha.noes fo1. glory, Johnson hel~IJCI 

c:rea.te a. d facto, deci on-maki ng; lx>dy d thin the poli t 1cal r tru.ct· e of many 

e I:i..-oquoi e Uving closes":. to J~he .' 1::;;h and the 

..,cenes o'f ba;'-,' l e 1 ere the fixs•' to .,ho.r the effects , At a council held 1n th4 

·~pr1 , of 17 5, t o?- r~oha,\ik sa. hem ani11.ou.-1ced tha.-t,, hencefort , t.hey would s1. t 

back and do a,s the youn men thollght pro~ • I .. the on- ing stru. e for oon-

t:rol, th9 iors were now do incr.nt. 257 Thi,; a.oq·1e ccnce on the part of the 

oiv11 lead s was a.one to 11t·esarve 1nte:rnal orde: and. avoid t he s ecession of 

la.rge numberP of d.isa.f.foct ed people. This· CJJ.J:TOn• er of aut 0 1 ty ~ra.s cymbollse4 

by the rohli!.wk leader Hendrick ho, a.s a common warrior, followed his roune men 

to his .038.th at Lake ,eorg,e la.ta that yMX. 

a '·h13 ar cont:tmied1 the d1ssa.t1'3fa.ot1on that t he wa..,.-riors f<llt toward 

the mlioi e a.nd leadership of the each•s bega:n to take on a standard, reveal

ing tone. I n 1756, at a. m.eeting n t St;Me:i::-a.l Indian groupi:; , the Seneca warr1or 

Z.56,,Jo ·rnaJ. of India.n Af'tah•s", Fort ,Tohnson, ~ 1,5-June 21, 1 ?55, in 
bh,n,&o l1<i.perSi: • J. 1 pp. 38-J • t t his eetil both ·riors and. sacherilS 
&t.tena:ed. The speaker t7as Ca.na.da 81 a H!.rr1.or. 

25? Ibid., P• 639. 
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in ch 

Johnson to ., - ize au ea.rli ith s peo

et imes keep t e; {~i.he ra.rriory .s ha. i. e I Sache s 
., 

.sr • 
., .... , . ', , o ;11 ,., ~ - e ions he :ce-

• t. J ~• e . ef enc oe,J . .,. re:: ::; the 

s i ·iha. t av ~ aa.n , incl d.irJ6 su t e f . () 1 .o fceep tt e a.r- • 

:cio ~ f o becomi: 1 volv i t he ra.r. Je'mso encour ad s ·.1oh ill ealinga 

y gast i ng t t ox s ne1t lls 9il t o t "ro.lly ·ea.sons,. offer by 

tll "' ahanr fa.r r emal. · .. ng a.t ea.ca, and pra.,.sed them to take he · 'ial 'Wit 1 

l t i ·h troops. 259 .1en he sp> a harshly to a group of. Onondagas and ~ 

a o t t e slo me in Joining t e a.rmy, he -was told that ·I.he fa.ult lay ¥<"1 t.h 

.;hs civil lead - s who, by "their oacI dnes.s11 had pi:evented the yo men f".1.oa 

?60 
lea aa:cliar. Thi kind of a· aba.nge aoaJne a standard :i;ia.rt of the war• 

ime councils a the I r oquois continue to stru8gle with t.he pi.--obl•s present

ad by ha a.r a. d a commitment to peace. 

th - ar ende and :dti h policy rela.t ive ·:;.o th ive Nations be6a,n to 

onou oematr~s of the warriors became DM:Xrfil a.ssarti ve and theiJ. 

at·t.acks on t he ahem JaOre sav a. This sh1f't in tone, coinciding a.a it did 

;Jith the change in Iroquoie-~sh relations, e:,t.amaed :f'L'em the atte11pta id.th

in the Cord'ed.ara.cy to a.dj'1 to new poJ.ioias and to evelop re&:ponses and pro-

grams t o meet ha changes. D1s-t • .1.uat of the enoh &a a Rlilita.r, threat bad given 

258"Indian ProoNC11ngs•, li'ert Johnsen, July-st,ptaber, 17.56, in Docwa,nte 
Apl•+ive, II, p. 17 • 

·5 " GUJ."ll.il. of Indi&n Prooeedinga", 'Et Jehnaen, JaJJU&X'Y l.:,;, 17) , 1n 
itbnre11 Pa:pE!'.s , IX, PP• _586-88. 

2~ 
ilb, "Journal •t Indian Preoeedi.ngs", Jw.t-t Jehne,en, Ma.rah 4-9, 1?57, 1n 
-f!ll h.pers, I , P• 6.32. 
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e tro"yit ~ the eo_. ~. o Iroquoia. this or oing a-t ·e .pt to area.to a 

T 11 17 , the ,; ~r1or , a.:3 ota~to .... ,.. o:f' t la d nd. 1 ts oople, 

oca - in l:t- t . h -J 1ol c , cl. at, , i n i t· of t:1 p i: ~ent t hreat, 

the ·bo./· op ·io. ;. e ::-;1-ztance.. · c 1.'"' :c·i tc:,nce ;o ld moo.n t e 'r 6:plac- ent of 

t sa. ;hams r1 ' h 1 . l ead• • Die; :-u::;t of ths civil ohief0 t emme i n '- a.rt 

from. .,_ e fac that of t iem - ere clo"'aly iad. to mnz].1s' offioiaJ..., and 

some ere i nstrumentoJ. 1· t . M£iµ: ,1ant. o:r Bngli~ policy. 261 ir 1)1iam 

Johnson a. een involved 1 the a.,VI>oi11tmen .. of se·rer-cal. men to 6El.chemsbips dur-

1 : ·'·he previou aca.de. It · ould be f'a.lr to '=IJ:.f that he tried to enutre the 

elevation of men whose intere::;ts lay id th ·he English. hlch Men, 1n ordR..r to 

na.intain o nha.nce t hei r elat1vel• limi ed l?(Jwer or pre tige at. home , could 

be oo:pec vod to i'ollo • Johnson' s lead on oajor. i s ·aa. In enP.ral, t he decade 

fron 17.5:.> t o 176.5 saw a marke decline 111 t he prestige of local chiefs. A-t. 

l ea part of t hi ua.s due t..o ri tish meddling in t he internal a.ff air~ of the 

Confedm aey. Soi othi of the magnitude of this decline 111 sa.ch~ authority 

can be ""een in he d:i.ploms..tic exchanges in the immediat e post•uar period. Again, 

the ension a e 1 ti , shif'J.;s 1r.. pone:r are most evident among the we.stern Iro-

quo1s, who fel J , most thre$3.telled 1,,y Eue;li policies . 

At a. . a.jot< confero?ce with the ~1ve UationB ln 1762, Johnson wa.& conf1'ont

ed by a G es ee ,ra . ior o 2.llnounced t hat he -would procede t o p~ f or hia 

Villaa-e . Ie offered a.s the reason the unfortu:c.ate dal.ay of t he civil del~tion. 

IJts real ot1ve, ho ·ever, a...; revealed when he rent 01 to say ·l:;.hat " re, a.re in 

ft.ct the People o:t Oonseq,leQce for aanaging Attairs, our Sachems be1ng genm:ally 

a Jaz"cel.l of Old People o sa;y much, 'J t h.o mean, & Act vary 11 ttl e , .:;o that .. 

.... _ 261rn Jl6rt1cular, Hendrick and. Niclm , both ot Canajoha.rie, &nd the Onon
~ . ad. .J ·a , r. ere V 8l.7 el .tul i · o· ward:1.Dg J ohnson' pla.na. 



1 29 

t~avo both the poner a.nd ability to settle matters . "262 Thi t 11 GU.rfa.oad again 

at a later 11eet1n t1e sa.ine yea.r: . At that ti.me, the eneca warri.ors t en pres-

ent, spea.kil e Ononda.~ , said that t e ch "' " id :1ot act r i ht 
I 

t t they or.ily ed • • • tha t he :,eneca.s 'said they ha no 1- s e en to lead 

them t s 1-ro.s a cause for ,,263 
• e f eeli "t-he.t the sache could not 

vid effective l eadership du.rl a ti e o.f 1s1s must have led t he warriors to 

a ssume author ity ill aJ.ly in t he hope of dea.11 th the problems a band. In 

fact , thro ghout th period o , 17 t o the end of the wester prising, the 

Senecas , whenever att nding cov.ncil th Jo~son, ere represented by their 

"chief warriors". Under such cir stances , 1 t 1s understand.a. e that the en-

eca wo d h.a.ve :i.esponded to ish t ea.ts a.nd for ce in a l e :rn.a.:nner. At a. 

tim men e f ecti ve lea er 0 p •ta scarce a.n, opt ions limited, for ce seemed ·the 

one wa of defe di the veneca people a.gaj,nsi an a.gg=essive , unfeeling colon• 

ial power. 

e factionalism evident at the villag e level bet1 een n ior s and sachems 

as pa.raJ.lelled by con derabla :fricti on between vil.la.£·es and t • f o the f'ake 

of co veni ence, can I .t e ned. t r i e$. e reasons f or this 1 t ar- : :ni'edera C'J con-

fiict aJ. o i ncluded the ra.J:· and 1 t s a.:ttermath. It mi ght also have had r oots in 

t raditional. culture 1 uch as did tho pow stru.zgle at the village l evel . •lthno

gr&phic i nformation does not perm1 any d~fini tive sta.t em nt on th ·elat1onah1ps, 

llOrma1 o:r ot.:ieJ:·ti. e , betreen tte 1 ive 1ationa. Asa.n ethnic oon:f deracy, t.he Iro-

o1s Lea: 1e allo 1ed i ts member nations a.nd villages the gx ea.t est po esible lat• 

ltwte in ma.ki polio1es and e s tablishing living patterns. his, added to the dis-

262,.An I1 dia.n 
• 697. • 

onf e:renoo 11
, Johnson all, 1762, in Johnson apa:rs, rr1, 

26:,"J 
o:f In - n A ·£'airs " , J ohnson 
, P• 833. 

1, 'epten 1- 2- , 1762, 1n 
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h:i.ve s:pa-wne4 

e;o • ti io o ev n ostil t bet.ween vil1a6ec; , or tribec: 1 a ..: i n· .. ests clash• 

- teve.-: t' e clr cums ,, ce I l oca.11.::;. e a ~ t cy nevn-

e. hiev -Lhe t1 , of tia.--r-n1on;y- ' r..d ni ty of purpose at ·x-ibLte,: to t ~ Ti'rancis 

o.J: :m.a.n or 

1 al. friction ac · ally 1 volved ti;o dj_ ,, t i nct co lict • One 

evolved fro tl differe oe'"' botwee vhe i·oha. c>..nd the so-call.ad pper tiona 

i thei dealing • lri :.h, and att.1 tudas to rar , the , •liGh. T G ·other developed 

a "' t e Iro<:1,UO on the Ohio, the z o, - att6lllptEYl to assert, their independence 

paxJv om the nfecl era.cy 1 01= at least assert tl eir equa.11 ty a a pa.rt of 1 t. 

ln -the la·tt 

of d.ealir 

ca:.: e, -'-he ...i.ngo, !.'& ed d . t1. an i asio of thei lands , sou 1ht 1-/'8¥S 

Fi h the three. • .i.:raili io:u dictat.ed haJc t ey ask for a.id thro1~. the 

Onondaga cou cil anct i'ollow ·the lead o: t.be Five r tion in J.;he mat er. This 

eacl, however , proved t o be ineff P.ciU ve in deal.ii 1ii th a. tlili ta.ry in a. ion and 

the thxeat of Har. By acting and inclepeuclent part , ':'a.naoharieon and ot e Ohio 

leaders , i cooperation d.th the Sha. ee and Dela a e• could ne otJ.ate directly 

wi th ~ glish and_ ench ru..,.ent ... and work_out an .ccommodation uita le o all pci.r

tie~ . ' ., t his did not a.ctuall, ha; pan ::.· o ld not obs cuz:e the fact that Ohio 

leaders and their eople did actively seek to create a policy bec.t GUitod t o their 

01-m needs . I n so doi , howev, , the· fl.ew in the face of I r oquoi3 tra:lition an! 

custom. 1 
• o::;c Iroquois living on the Ohio we· e, by dofini tion ''r tnJ.:;.ars ", unf1 t 

to taJ: e part in council without t e ervi.ces of their elder i n l e Yo k . The:, 

ware, a s s een f:rOlll Onondaga., merely :trontiersaen of a sort, occupy1Dg and making 

IDOd the 'lve -ation • longstanding claim to t e Ohio \'allo · • hrou,,.,ho t. the 

Clti81.s o 1748 to 17.54 in the Ohio Country. the Five ra tions ma1nta.1nod their poai

tt.on tha. t the Mingo bands caul.d not n~ot1ate directly -d. th the r1 val li!t!ropeana. 
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' ll. po::.i io had eCOl!Uil, l:arougll the sta.te ef affair in e · &l.ley and he Ire-

quoi' own la .. or initiative "h..re, untena l a . !lring the "J · ollow1.Dg 'Ule 

o Ii:oquoi co -t.inued · o assert ·c.beir indepen 8l ce until , a the Mingo, 

· ay uo. o ~he airs of' , and ere a.coorded the reoogni tion due , 

of tha i~n:f'adera.cy. 

·iction e-1:.ween ~1e •,oha:wits and their brother~· t o the w s te1111ad. 1n 

lar e part from tha c.losanass of he i ormer to ·t.he English ar,d the resu1t&nt dis-

a.c _-de · hei. by Wi.l Iroquois libo eared or distru ted the • , i sh and their 

de&~ o :i t,h f'i:ontier. be jealo sy of t he upper na ions toward the 1ohawk ap-

pa.reil'Uy pra--da.ted the w'&Z' , al though t he military oonf.liot with 1 ts a ·tendent 

ters a.no. uncertain't,:i.e st have shupened the dis :ute. In 17.54 at Albany, 

-.:.he • ~wks deliberately oaJn.e in l&·t.e so a s to alla.y a.ny su,.,pic1on >-hat., having 

a.rrived ea.rly, they ha.d had a. hand in plannil"l.g the agenda a.nd i'ixi~ the policies 

"(,0 
2 1', 

f ollowed. ...he following year , Johnson noted t.hat, the Frenoh had "werk-

ed p a jealousy in the upper ~a.tions against the l-loba,w · • 112 5 it the bitter 

wo~ d.6 of t.ha Albany me,et11 l e s '.,han a yea:c. old., 1 t is doubt 'ul that ·••! Ii'rench 

ha. o i o . · very ha.rd to s ir up ill f eelings. 

Duri ng the -wa.r, the ohs.wk , espeoiall.y those from Canajot-..arie, we:,:e stcq 

support8l·~ ot English pol1o1es a.11d ooLt:ributed by far the l a:r est number of war

riors until lo.t e i J1 the conflict. Some &f the be.d feelin.$s t o.rard. the result-

lld. tr1'lll the act t. t French a.gertt s were active s.mo the Five a tion .. , especi&Jl7 

----------
Cong:ress 1•f1nutes, June 27-July 6, in Documentary Hi t o!Y, n, 

,,,,._ 
· .:.>John on to Braddock, ~•rt J ohnson, June 2 , 1?55, in Johnson J>a;pers, 

I, p. 664. 
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-ns th• west11n1 Sen••• l'rlotl.en al• result.a 1'.rGII ~ uaire en the part ot 

~ Iroquois, 1nalu41ng the Onondaga an4 Qayuga, te r-.ln neutral ln the oon

tllot. To tba lloba11k part.lalpt.t.i.oa on tb• ingllab Biele Jeopt.riise4 that mutral• 

i ty and thr•ten.4 to 'br1ng tb• ar into :cro.uo1a. In what wu perb&pa the strong

est. tb:re&t -,1.oyed. by the ftTe lat.lens apl118t a ••be of the Oonfeur&OY, the 

upper nat.i.ona MDt. a belt to the lloh&11k an4 tbN&t.ened. to "Idak tha fna th• an4 

b&Te no aere to -, to th•• 1t tb-, •nt.lmed. to partlal,ate in the war. 266 Th• 

Mob&wt, on tb• otm:r ban4, 'beaaae inareebgly- 'IIDbaJP7 at wbat they 8&W aa a 1acit 

of 1111ppart frOII the othar nat.i.ona. Tbla w.e ,a.rt.t.OJlarly- truo attar the aaa,ael +,lea 

tra the Lake George battle bapn to ... ln. 267 

Th• uppar nations of the Oonteur&Oy aQ" w-11 b&Te ba4 ... aauu fer tbeS.r 

eusp1c1on ot the X.b&11k. Tllnuglwut the war, Jehuln'• al.ON usoalatee at cana

Joh&rl.• preYld.94 h1a wltb an unnSng atreaa ot lnfwtion, ot aixe4 quell ty, oen

csn1ng the at.ti tuua an4 palicd.es ot the other Iroquo1a. It 1111oh re,-z t.s are 

take at taoe Yalue, t.he upper nat.i.ona ..-e •nat&ntl.y- on th• Tcge ot eit.har go

lng OTer to the ll'renab or attaald.ng the Bngllsh garrl.aoras. At one point, early 

in 1757, Jell•• J'ond&, an offl.Nr 1n the Ind1M De,-rlaent, waa warned by the cana

jeb&r1.es not to preON4 to the net aa lt •11&a not aat• to go -ns the S1.x Nations, 

Ul1. that he 110U'4 stan4 a abMoe te looN h1s Soalp aaong th•.•268 Fonda ae4e 

the trip ~ en4 - •- baak intact. One poas1.bl• explanat1on ot the Jlohallks' 

Mb&Tlor was a tear that, 1t John•n aamge4 to eatabllsh al•• relations with the 

. 
2~1clsbrow Bany-az to Jobn9Dll, New ?erk, s.ptabar 24, 175.5, in Johnson 

b:IF"'• II, P• 86. 

267
0o11cto1enoe 0.-IIIODY, Ootebar 1, 1755, in ithnft• l!RIF•• II, P• 127. 

li Z68a-,ort ot Oaptaln TbGllas Butl.-'• trl.p to Ollllndega, J~, 11S1, in 
hen Pama, II, ,. 667. 
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weatC'll Inquoia, their taYOr&bl• pos1:Uon would be jeoparclS.sed. 

Thls 1.ntar-t.rll,al oontliot leaaenecl &a the -.r 111d.ed. By then, all Iro

quois, espedally- the Kohan, nr• tNllng the preuures et lngllsh expuud.on 

and the thr•ts 1.aposed. by Eng)and'e new westcn policy. In that r9g&ft, Ing

land's post-wu polio, aCYe4 to x.mite the blakering Irotuo1s. 

H&Ying •va1nl!Ml the h1ator1.oal oontext ot tbe probl•• oonf'.ronting th• Iro

quois an4 their 4eols1on-llM1ng process at a1.4-omtury, lt would. be w.U to 

study- that prooesa in speo1tlo aaaea. Sllab a study- aan nYNl what nl&Ucma 

w1 th the Bngliah IUIUlt to the J'S.Ye H&Uou ln a poll tS.-.1 NDSe. Th• JimopNn 

oonfllot OYer oontrol ot th• Ohio Yal.191 f:rGII 17"8 to 17.54 otters one suoh aase. 

Th• post-w.r ohallge 1n Bngliab trontlc polla, an4 the obanging mture ot the 

:tz,oquo1.a' pl&ce 1n frontier 41:pl-.c,y prcm.clea another. In •ab instance, the 

'1.Ye Nations we:re oontronted. 111th laaed.late, d&n111oant ar1. ... that ultlllately 

atteoted. their relatlou w1 th aoh othar, other In4lana, and. the Br1 ti.ah gne:rn

aent. 
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and the "1 colonia1 ove:rnments. It 1s also to be found in the state of 

inter-Confederacy affair bet ·een 1748 and 1764, 

ov the Ohio alley , that eu, 1 .s , 1 many e ·pect , a:111bi c,,,.1ou • r e Five 

·~tions , early l n the seventeenth ce tury, 1ven the or !Al OCCi pantR Of 

the a1ley a y and had, since th~, maintained their o marship of' 1 t b-J r i t 

of conq_uo t. the s ceeding cent , migrant be.nds from the th\ eat, 

t e ela.wa:re VaJ.ley , and f':ro Iroquoia bad moved into the area. e these bands 

maintained their 0 1 local 1dent1 t.ie"', i..hey appear to have placed thooisel ve under 

Iro oi ~ domin101 or p:r-otoctio • '!'he nature of this ela-tionship 

under tood t e ndians', not Eu:r:opea.n'a, point of view. A 

t Ge clearly 

ently, in re-

turu ior Irog: oi 

to a technical 

te3ct1on an e use of the l and, t he local bands su tted 
j 

tion of fealty uhich i11clu ad their 1nabil1 ty to act the pa.rt 

of o,mer of the land or a.s councilors . : oth of these privileges l<.-ere :reserved 

f -the ·ive 11at1on.,. t 1.1st be enrphasized is that the Irog: 101 did not dom-

iriat these people as a conquerer dominates the conquered, a ther, the domir,..a.i: ce 

was 1.n t e fo:i:m of' reciprocal o 1 ation • In thi · re d , the dominance of the 

Iroquois ov the ·a11ey a...~ due a much to, t e local I d.ianst dll.ingness to be 

controlled a "' it uas to any Iro uois ability to enforce t heir controi. 27 

· eyond th.1.:. reciprocal. rE>J.ationship , any Iroquois pretentiona to do :1.nate 

the Valley were 1a.r ely a. :f\mction of the vena.nt Chain, I deed, it l ould appear 

that 'the ide of total Iroquois co .1trol over the r ion and it people -ra.s develop

by intere ted rr ish varnments, notably Pennsylvania, i n an effort to gain 

e maa.su:r:·a of 1 l uence ov t e a.rea. a.nd its rich land and resources. y support-

2?0 
y....., .. ~ • unte-r, .l!"orts on the Pennsylvania rontier, p . 9-lls Jennings, "' be 
-.q,ans • evolution", :p . 3?.4. 
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i. , a.nd enla-r n~ Iroq 101s clai..111s t o the Ohio ntry, the- • _11 ah hoped t o in• 

n ence· t he r esi dent I ndians and evelo a. claim t o t he l and to CO'l?lte-r any 

n 1o s to do i nate t e on . 

fhe val Lle of' t e Ohio allay t o the I r o~uoi nlll t al"'o · e ce i nto consider-

ation i n. eval, at1 <;$' thei a ction.s aft 1748 . Aside m i ·ts obviou north a s a 

~inti ~ domain, t he l e~ erved a o a bJ.ffer bet een hostile tr1b s an , :'OJ>,-ns 

d the ive i on 0 e of ana n ' i es a ~ t o naintain 

i s · f er an . def n d t e egion a ... in-t a t hro t Valley 

the !a,1.""' i or ' Pat t hat l ed o t he ou .hern t es d th · Qm t he I quois 

wer e er1o i ca.ll.y a t war . Further , t e Valley gave acce ss t o t he o e imnortant 

hunt i ng l an i n t ucky ~1 ic I as the " "loo~v und" , "" als o the 

sc ne o i nt er - t r i con: i cts . I t oes not s eem, however , t hat th I r o uois 

. 
posse s ed ny pla n t o s ett l e i n any y enco orate t he Ohio o nt i nt o their 

lands i n e · 'or · . t he untin~ ban of I r o uoi , s ha - been ested, ettl.ed 

in t he r £.,-rion · t out of i cia.l ction and contin ed t here because of t he greater 

s ec ·. i t y oppor iti es offe e 0 11 the hio. Th afor e , 1 t Va.J.ey 

-had. a y ~eat impor ta ce to t he f.'i ve .a.tions, it wa a e.. bar r ier to outside ag-

e:r.e~~ion an a G ~ot e .tial. ce of' ·ppl y, t a.s an i nte .al part of Ixo oia. 

I nd.ee , t e ea.l cr i sis o t he I oquois , i n tenns of t he Ohio ~ t ry. lay 

l ess i n t he t hr ea t of .i . ossession t han i n the c nge o t hat t he ench activity 

i t e o ma.de 1n Ixoquoi::-..- 1 el a io • e l ack of r esponse on t he part 

ot t e i ve a t io <"' may wall have ' een due to t hei r unw1111 ness1 or inability, 

deal ui· t es e chansi. ci r cum ta.nces . 

e i n i·-e s o c mp t i tion b t een ~land and I a.nee f o control of t he Ohio 

and i s 1 c i ve t 2.a e d. ma ed t ha.-t. e.,,ch si .e y t o gai t ruppor t of 

the ndiann i. that r on . The , ngli sh, r ely on t he ove t n a-



greeaant wit h the Five lat1ons, expected that lJod1 ta actively stop the J'renah 

expansion and aleo to keep the local Ind1ans ta.1 t~ and undar control. Vhc 

the Iroq,uois a.ppe&red unw1W.ng to accept such an aot1ve role in the region, 

1J7 

the Engllsh, f'1rst 1n Pennsylvania, then 1n V11'g1n1a, s1gnif1oantly changed their 

long-standing polloles and bega?l to nesot1ate 1d. th and d1rectly a.14 the ImH •ne 

on the Ohio. llliam A. Hunter has adequataly e 1JDJM1:riaed th• s1 tuation 1v' not-

1~ tha.t •the growing aign1f'1011noe of that region -.de. direct negot1at1ons 'td.th 

the Onondaga oounoll 1n tact the al.Offill" and mere dffloua prooeeclure."211 

The ll'renah alsa al tared the trad1 t1om1 patten Of rel.ationabips 1n the Obie 

Oountry by seeking a 111111:a:ry sal.Qtion t.e the probl.m of a weat.-rd lllff1ng Eng• 

lish fur tradet one that tm:•tened Frenah dcw1n1on OT£ t.he Great Lakes end. the 

Illlno1a region. Convinced that the Five NaUens omld :not., un4c: the alr

aumstanoes , ma.1nt&1n a poli.Uaal status quo 1n the region. the J'reDch gave up the 

idea. of negot1atlons t.hroush Onondaga 11114 toek unilataral st.pa to praaote tbe1r 

interests on the Oblo. In eo doing, tMy negated the ~-oft' 111ata bT 1gaor1ng 

the ir.«iuois &1 togetharr. 272 

The quesUon raaalna, bnffc.-1 1ll)1' the Inq1.11tia beb&ved. as the, 414 tnar4 

the Ohio Oountr.Y end tma gave both lmglieh &D4 rrenoh 1-4ars cause ~ seek new, 

and ult1aa.tely dangm:eus, aalutiona to the oont.lmdng dvalrJ on the t.l'ontlarr. 

lanc1olph Domes, ln hls st.ua¥ of Ind1an-1ib1te rela.tiona on the Obie, bas mggeat.4 

that the Iroqueia sepam.t.4 tbaselvea tra &tt&lrs 1n the V&lley wh• lt beaall• 

lfllarat t.o tba that. the lagliab oeul.4 mt be re11-,. ui,en tar 11111 tary an4 dlp-

1-tio asslstanae. 273 Tbla, ln ens w ... ,. lnYelv.._t 1n a atmggle that. 

2'11iruntarr, r,o, IP !bt r-wr!TM1e bntlrF• ,. 12. 

2?2va1.1aoe, :op.th Ml R,»rth of the SfDRe• PP• 112-13. 

2'13».wn.s, 9Nall nu,. »· 4.5. 
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they assumed the 

and 1 ts peopl 

llsh had little stoma.ch for, the Ii-oquois aba.11doned the a.lley 

com.mitment to defe the r on d i;y a par·t 1nilu ,cing the Five a;Lions 1n 

t he" · actions to, a:r the alloy, .Dotmes' ar ement fail s to OQ • er ot her aspect 

' of' ·the problem. In the first place, such an expla..'1.ation 10Uld pla e an l oquois 

decision on the al.lay i ssue relatively late, a.round 1753 or 17.54, when ·lish 

i ne ti tud.e and disunity had allow the Franch to take control of t he r ion . It 

will be argued , however, that the Iroquois , throughout :the period f:t.'om 17 to 

' 17 54, maintained. a. limited, rathe.r amb ous position to ra.rd the hio try 

that was maxkeo. by a. desire to remain apart from the conflict gro ng there. 

' ttr ther, Delmas vie11s t he Iroquois treat.rnent of the Ohio problem as a. :reaction to -

lie..'1 initiative , or in this cas e, lack ot' them. In addition, this reaction seems 

to have included t he abandonment 0£ people to ·whom the Iroquois owed a measure of 

seouri ty and political support. a.in, the evidence does not bea.:r: this out. ath-

er, the ive l a.t1ons ' r esponse to the conflict 'brewi on the Ohio was based in 
. ' 

pa.rt on t radi t1onal policies to-ward furopea.n expansion and was influenced by a 

wide range of internal. and external events and problem.a. 

At the t ime that the French and English renewed their competition fo. control 

Of the Ohio ountry, IrGQ,uois ralat1.ons 'ff1. th the Engli sh colonial governments were 

&t a lo r ebb, Remembe.":ing pa t British behavior dl.L-ring time· of war , the ive 

la.tions, with the exception of the tohaldt, had largely avoided involvement 1n the 

hcentl.y en ed i ng aor a • s . u. This la.ck of i nvolvement had led the ish, 

IIU:'t1cularl those 1n · e York, to vi~r the Iroquois w1 th suspicion, s1nce they 

flar'ed, t hat t e Indians were leaning tow.rd the :F-rench who had benefited from such 

t:ralit • At t e Game t.imo, tho'"'e Iroquois who had close deaJ.ings Ti t h the -

ent we:r.-e ttxrown i nto constarnation by the resignation of Uliam Johnoon 



u 1'n Ymk'a In41an agent. Hie replaceaent by a panel of land•jobbtlrs and 

pol1t10l!ll. faftrlt.s 414 little to nee Iroquois taus ftn: the future. 

Coupled 1f1 th thffe local 1seues, the Oont'eclm:"aey ta.cad prebl.8118 alseHhare. 

1J9 

The oolon.y ~ Y!rglnla, which had leng anete4 lancls lying beyond the m.ue Ridge, 

'began aot.1.vel.y to praaot. the settleent of the Ohio lands reoentl.y ceded to .the 

Ob16 Ootlpa.lv. It 11118 the Ylrg1niana 1'ho ware met active 1n attempting to get 

In41ans, any Indians, te agrM to land cessions. On this pe1nt the Iroquois· ba4 

long r-.lned •demnta they waated. • settJ.•ent, neithc' English nor P'renob, 1n 

the Oblo Oountry. 2?'t 

Pra Oonneotimt cue a threat .wen aore severe. Speculatars, reviving t.'le 

old"~ to sea" ~ ot the oolon.y, la14 c1a1m. to a large tract ot land 1n the 

upper Suaqueh&nna Yal.191. This tmct would pl.aoe white aettJ.•ent on the v«q 

b&ak dN!' of the Longhlua,e. '!'ha Iroquois !mew fllll well that one settlanent woul.4 

lead to others, 1~ or not, and. began a long, b1 tter canpa.1gn to have the Oon

nectleut schlll9 stc,ppe4. 

1'1nally, thare ,as the preeence 111 the Ohle of large mabars of Engllah tra.4-

c:a, aost trOII Pennsylvania. Vhll• these aen presented few-.,_. probleas 1n ~ 
I 

aonauct, their presenoe. at the ill'lltatlon ot, and nth the snct1on or, the Iro

tuola, a-.nt that the '1Ye l&t1ons 1Nlr9 at l•st partly responsible far tbe1r -.tet.y 

11114c: the tclae d the Oonu.nt agrNBent. T9 protect thell 111ght aean be01111:ag s.n

ftlYed in a oonfllot 111 th tbe l':rencb, Not pretectlng the weu14 risk having . the 

tn4e disappear, l!Gllethlng the nve Nations Ukniae hoped to avoid. One of Tua

eh&rteon•s ad41t1~ hadaohes after 17-'> waa the neceaaS.ty ~ previd.ing a allaate 

la 11h1ah the lngliah OIUld. tn4e fNe1y 111 th the 111.nge am et.ha- real.4mt Indiana. 
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Adud to these pa:el.y extarnal •tt«ra ware othm:a of an. internal. nature. At 

the saae tiae that the Ohio prebl.• n.a growing, the Iroquois wee renewing their 
' ' ' . 

oontllot with the Catawba of the Carolla b&ak oountry. Vblle this oontl.iot uv«r 

iDYolved &11, or even •st, of th• Iroquois• aa.nptwcr:, it did serve to d:raw atten-
. 

tion to the south, where isauea ot pr1senar GXOh&Dges, ralds, retallatozy attaok:a, 

and a.lliances uith other tribes becliae aore 111portant tor~ than the posaib111ty 
• I 

of t.roubl.e on the Ohio. Fln--thm:, the Catawba war cauaed Motion between the Five 

Nat.ions and the Carolinas and Georg1&, wbO WC"e al.1194 with the Iroquois' en.my. 

Thus, the Iroquois bad. aleo to oonten4 with 4--.nda f'.roa the soutbarn colonies that 

llvestoak killed or run off by raiding parties be replaced an4 that the warriors 
I I I I • 

refra.in troa entaring settled. lands. 

'1D&l.ly, at the IIOllent tbat trouble began on the Ohio, the Iroquois loot the . 
sernces of at le&st two lllportant aen. Tm OnDndap orator, Oam.satago, well 

knoun tor his leaderahip in OOW1cll and his abU1ty to out-argue a.nd out-wit h1s 
' 

European advsrsa.rles, died in 17.,,• -z/S His death had been preceded tuo 7-.rs 

ea.rllllt' by that ot Shiatrall~, the Oneida hllt•king on the Susquehanna. While 

not a each• or an eapeo1al.l.y skilled orator, Sh!.olrell ur:J' NrV"ed an equally ia

parta.y:it f\mction. Re had, toz· -.r.\Y yea.rs, aoted as the Iroquois represantat1Ye to 

the Ind1ans 1n ea.s1.ern P~lvan1a. In this pos1t1on h• bad, thrtNgb his trl.end• 
' 

ah1.p with James Logan~ (Jl)nrad Weiser, beoaae an 1,aportant 1ntcaed1a.'ry betwND 

the colony and his O'if!l people. In a real sense, he wa.s the 11rtng •¥1•-nt of 
' ' 

the Covenant Chain in Pennsylvan1.a, since he ha4 helped bring the Quake- oeleny in

t. that relationship. His 4e&th deprived th• 1'1v• Rations o'! a valuable aouroe of 

1ntoru.t1on on colonial. a.tfa.1.rs and Engllah pol.1a1es. That of cam.set.age uprived. 

27.5ror examples of Oanaaetago's oratory skUls, oee Van De-en and Bey'cl, e4s., 
1!!1ap Treaties Printed by BenjMin i'ruklln1 l7l6::l'l62, PP• 1.5-101. 
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th• ot a skllled VC'b&l. warrior. Th• av&ilable aatEi&la do not permit an accurate 

eval.uati n of what their loss meant. Howwar, in view of the power and prestige 

wielded by these two aen, and their relationship to B:ngllsh oounails and 0th£ 

Indians, the loss must have been s1gnifi.cant. These influences, then, added to 

the normal pattern ot Iroquois politics and decision-ll&king as disousaed e&rliE, 

influenced and plaoad liDli ts on the kind of response the F1 ve Nations could u.ke 

to the oonfl.ict that developed on the Ohio after 1748, 

That response, a.s Johnson ••ntioned in his report, was 11111 ted and low-keyed.. 

At no time did the Iroquois even suggest the use ot torce in ordar to clear the 

Valley ot the French and English antagonists, or to ensure the continued fidelity 

of the resident Indians. Rather, their response toek the form of intf!l'llittent, 

and soaewhat amb1.gueus, statements concarn1ng the Valley's relationship to the Iro• 

quois and the Oontedaraoy•s unhappiness at the European imrasion of the region, 

Prior to 1752, the Five Nations contented thmselves with periodic, alld pro• 

testations against the growing European occupation of the Ohio Oountey, but stopped 

short of asserting any special ol.a.1ms to either the land or its inhabitanta. This 

position oh&nged soaewhat in the aftermath of the Logston Tr•ty of 1752, Andrew 

Montour, acting as Pennsylvania's agent to the Iroquois, noted that the Oontedaracy 

was very upset at the proceedings. The Iroquois strongly u.intained their author

ity over the r egion and referred to the Ohio Iroquois and other partici.pants in the 

treaty as "young giddy men & chlldren", who had stepped out of line in negotiating 

with Virginia. 276 This position came from the Onondaga. council, whom Montour bad 

'fi.sited at Ile tiJle, It 1s impossible, from the evidence, to ... sseS3 how the various 

nations of the Conf'edaraey viewed the Ohio situation. Certainly the western Iro

quois would have taken a more serious view of the Virginia and French enaroacbaenta 

276Andrew Montour' s report, 1n Pennqlvania Colonial Records, IV, p. 6.35, 
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than would the Mohawk, who were having serious problma of their own in the Mohawk 

and Schoha.rie va11,ys. Nonetheless, the statement does indicate a shift fro• ei

lence to assertion on the part of the Five lfat1ona~ 

Thia shift in stance over the Ohio 11.lght wall have been triggered by the re

sults of the Logstown meeting. By the pro.vieions ot the treaty, Virginia, through 

the Ohio Company, gained the right .to establiah, a "strong house" somewhere on the 

Ohio. To the I r oquois, mich an establishment nay have represen'ted a step toward 

colonisation, scneth1ng the Con:tede:r&oy wished to avoid tt:tr d1:p].011&tic a.a well as 

security reasons. That this treaty was negotiated by Tanacharlson and his Ohio 

Iroquois may have angered the Seneca and Oayttga, who had. :part1 cular claias to th• 

Val.lay. The Iroquois undoubtedly reallsed, htrther, that any- English establiehllent 

on the Ohio would necessarily be countered bf the l'rench, thus leading to an araa 

race in a region the Iroquois wished to rmain neutral. 

Thia pronounc•ent by the Onondaga council represented the strongest verbal 

stand taken by the Five Nations conoarning the Ohio Country. The only other action 

taken by thm in the Valley was a negative one. In the Sl!Ull8 yea:r as the Logstow 

oounoll, the Twightwees appl1ed tor &id and d1p].omat10 support trom the IT.Oquois 

against the French. 'l'h1s the Five Nations, in eounoil, rehsed to give. 2?7 No 

r•son was given for this retueal., which amounted to the abandonment of a llellbar ot 

the Covenant Ohaln. It is suggested here hat ~e divisions within the Oontecleracy, 

as previously ouUined, CGUpl.ed 1f1 th the consensual and local nature ot d.ec1.aion

lllking, did not, at that tiae, perllit the Iroquois to take steps to aid the M1u1. 

This 1n turn ~ have hinged on the desire et aost Iroquois to avoid. entering a con

tUct over land that did not see1t 1.aportant except in the sense that it be lett. un-

2??Gist's report to the Ohio Oollpany, ln 11.ilkearn, ed., Mercer Papers, 
,. 423. 
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settl ed. by :pea.n '• 

One ot er explanation appears in the oources to a ccount for the Iroq ols re-

fusal t o take any o~i tive ~t eps on the hio. iol ' a - not e t o !chard Peters 

i n 1755 that the I r oquoi y because of' rumors s ent ,1ong t he by • _ ench 

- ants . Those rumor e ot ed tha t e I rl' i sh were , y thei r weste n :policies, 

consp to "des t r oy aJ.l t he I ndian " • includin the Fi e , a. tions . 27 he I r o-

quois had co .e t o :fca:z:· t hat a A lo- i'renc conflic on the hio was actually a 

zham, de i ned t o trap t e ' nf cder acy and othe Indian into a na.r ha t ould re

s ul t i the los~ of l and, freedom , ad perhapG life . I n viel of existin relations 

t ith the coloni es of ew Yoi~ , lvania, and Vir inia , as Hell as tho ench 

nil1ta.ry buil d- up nea.r Ti O :a, ,;his fea.r ·las , to th1:1 ·•1ve ations , 1rell j etified. 

t ias to allay these f .,. that the Albany conference had een conve e t he pre-

vious year at the i struction an insistence of the oard of 'l e . 

•ina.l.ly , it will be a.rcruo he:i:·e that t he roquois response to the g:r.o ·ring 

crisi on the hio na.s, ·l:om the Iroquois pars ective, not a.,.. timi d or neutral. as 

Johnson nad · ostcd. In a.ct, t he I lve ,la t ions' reaction was in eopi ns with 

lo ·- standing ;policies. and reflec-ted the 11 ·· -ts t o wh1c the on ede acy could go 

in ma! i n,g a uni f ied r e ponse to an ext ernal t ircea:t. In the ast, three.t.,, , :pro

nouncements , and claim of author ity o ri ht ha.d al ray ,. succeeded in limiti C7 

i sh and rench advances n t the I r oquoi . • i s 1ra. t e eca oe o the 

centraJ. posi t ion held y t 1e ,ive a.tions i n the diplomatic and mili y chem.es of 

both :powers . :i~y 1754, however , tho s e s chemes had changed, "'0 much i n fact that the 

Iroquois were no lo er accounted an eff ective :for ce on the Ohio. - ther , both 

·Dglish a d 11 ench officials • ega.n , i n earne..,t, t o court he favor o· the local 

2781Jan1e1 Cl.au"' to. icha:rd Peter • February 10, 17 .5 , in J olmson Pa:pors, 
I , p . 61 . 



144 

Indians, pa:rt1oola.rly the Dela.ware a.nd Shawnee. 

In addition, bea.1.'1.ng ·1n mind the nature of the political proces s aaong the 

Iroquois, it would ha.Ve been too auch to expect a aonoc-ted, definitive polia;r ~ 

action related to the Ohio Count.cy. In a eooiety based on and controlled by 

locally. autonomous ~e un1 ts, a Oonfedero.oy "polioy0 would have been 1a

poss1ble, exoept. insofar as all Iroquois :fal:t. some attachment o the Ohio la.:ad 

as pa.rt of their oolleotii.re heritage. This, however, would have been 1nruttic1ent 

to perm.t the Mohawk~ Oneida :rrom joining their western brethren 1n a military 

ca.mpa1gn to clear the Valley of foreign invaders. Inter-Oonf'edero.cy jee.1.ouaies, 

intra-tribal friction,, oonsensus government, and the abiding suap1o1.on of Engl.1.sh 

motives, coupled with a long-standing ambivilance tner the status of the Confederacy 

1n the Ohio Valley, would not h&ve permlt.ted aeyth1ng more than what the Iroquois 

aotual.l.y did. '.l.'hat their stand was ultimately 1neffect1ve shoi'lld not denegrate 

the native politioal process. The probl81ll lay ult1mately with tha Engl.1-m who, 

e:i-.-pecting mo e support than the Iroquois ooul.d give, moved ahea.d with a plan to 

occupy and defend the Ohio Co1.m't.ry 1n o-rdm: to deny that rich land to their ~pean 

rival. 



CIIAPTER VII 

'l'H1il IR()qJOIS IB THE POST - VAR PERIOD1 

AN ANALYSIS 

Event after 176o led to a seoond an.sis for the li'ive Nations that was, 1n 

some respects, similar to the one faced earlier in the Oh1o Country. In both cases, 

the Iroquois were faced with a rapidly ohanging situation that. tended to negate 

traditional policies and actions. Both s1 tuations involved the relat1on&h1p of 

the Iroquois to the English relative to affairs on the :f'rontier. And, as in the 

case of the Ohio Val.lay, the post-war ar1s1s resulted in a lessening of Iroquois 

power, prestige, and authority as they related to both ethar Indians and the Eng

lish governments in America. 

While the two c:eises •rere s1111.lar, the one faced by the Five ations :tollow-

1ng the Great War for lialp1re was far more severe. The end of the war unl•she4 a 

tide of speculation and settlement along the tront1er that had been kept 1n check 

ea.rl1er by the threat oi' French retaliation. The English, now firmly in control 

of New France, looked to the wectc-n regions of that oolo111 as a source of wealth 

and as a strategic center of Engl~d' s new herican eapire. As a result, the Iro

quois lost muc:t: of their former mill tuy significance as the Moha.wk Valley beoaae 

less important as a center for British military and trading activity. Finally, the 

118.r had oreat.a. much hardship and unhappiness among the Iroquois. The Five Nation.-; 

were experiencing a partioularly diff1cult period 1n their intern&l atta1rs as wall 

&s With th 1r relations with the English. Jeal.ou~, bitterne s ·between saohells 

and. warriors, loee of population, and the real.1za.tion that something in their re

lat.1onsh1p w1 th the English lffl.s changing, all caused consternation and apprehension 



within th~ Longhouse. 

As 1n the case of the Oh1o Va11ey conflict a decade earlier, the poat-wa.r 

crisis had less to do ,tdth losses of land than it did with a loss of Iroquois 

power and ability to control their own. tut~e. This is not to say that concern 
' ' I ' , ' 
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for the land base was not &n 1J!1port&nt force in the politics of the ,post-war years. 
' ' 

Indeed, speculation and traudul•nt land sales were a constant source of friction 

between the eastern Iroquois and the New York and royal governments. · Bqend this, 
'' ' 

howeYer, was the realization by some Iroquois that the end of the ar aee.nt 110re 

than & renelral of the traditional ~• to maintain the land in~. The preaenot 
' ' ' 

of Brlti_sh troops in the west, the .sudd~ shortage of allllllnition, and rumors that 

canada would be given permanently to Eng1&nd suggested a tar gr•tar arisls was at 

hand. Th.e issue tor the F1 ve Nations, then, was how best to act once Br1 tish in• 

t~ti.ons on the trentiar became. clear. 

Alternatives were few and probl•s Jl8J'11' after 1760. It will be eaphasised 

here that each of the Iroquois nations attempted to find solutione to its own 

immediate :problems a.nd that a "League" response to the new frontier situation as 

not in evidence. Theo~ unif'yipg factor that Jlight allow one to speak ot an 
' . 

Iroquois "policy" in the years following tha war was the attapt by all Iroquois . ( 

to defend thamselves against ,polloias and aa~ions by the Bngllah that ware h&rlltul 

to theaaelvas or their Indian allies in the wast. 
' ' 

The .range ot alt~tiva reapo~ses 1;,e the l;SUdclen and. hostile changes in Eng• 
' ' 

lieh frontier policy available to the J'iYe lfations ranged troa outright m'bl1sa1on 

to outright resistance. Between th• two extrllllea, the Iroquois oou14 att..pt to 

&oCOllJDOdate, as they had in the i,a.st, te the new o1.rcuastances in the hope O'f ••

t&blishing a new balance et power. ror those who •w the 1.aposslbility of 1111ooeu 

ln any of the aboYe responses, their was the sp1r1 tua.l aYenue. While th.-e la no 
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evidence ttf a. , p1rltu&l rm.tallu.tion among the Five 1'at1ons ~ ~e post

REM>l ·t1ol'J8.1:'Y' p8rl.od, othar 1:ruli.a.ns , especially those on the Ohio, ere expei"ieno

ing a. ep1rl tual ebirth 1.Jllled1ately :rollowing the lf&'re 'l'he source flt th1o re-

v1 ta.1.1~t1on mov81118nt s the Dela.ware prophet eelin. His message, oonsisting 

of a mixture of native beliefs end Ohrlstia.nlty, aimed 11.t astorllig the good life 

:for tho Ohio Ind.\a.na. Tbis ooul be s.ocompl1ahed by a return to a purely na:t1vs 

01ll.t11.re and a. olose adhar -noe to th.a aes sage of the Crea.tor. The result of th1s, 

a.coording to beli<?'ofers, would be a total <llltu.'t'Bl and spirl.tual rebirth of tho In

dia.ns an4 a rec:r.eat1on 0£ life 1rler to th~ white inva 1on. 

eolln' s r.1assage stirred the illag1nations Md feel.1ngs ot many Indian~, 1n th• 

est, and s eem~ to ha.Te 1nf'lne."loed the Otta.,ra le&dcr. Pontiac in hls a.ttE111Pt to r1d 

the Graa.t Lakes of Br1t1sh 't.'t'OOJ>S• While the available md.enoe does not permit 

an. a.esee•ent •at the 1mp!t.ot ~ JfeolL"l's m seage on. the F1Ye Nations, it aan bo 

asauaed th!:t some Iroquo1s, «x:p«demalng the 8/lvm:-se ef'feot flt the English wentern 
' 

invasion and. QJropean aterl.a.1 Cl.llture, may m.•e listened. to and followed his tea.ch• 

i a-- 219 
.::> • 

Thft responses made by each o'f the n ve Nations ie.s the rem t of both 1ntarnal 

oulttrr.al. and po11t!C9.l imperatives and the influence of ~m policy and behaVior. 
'' 

Geogm.phical location alao ~ved an irilpc,rta.nt :pa.'t"t 1n dettmrd.ning ho-,( the Iroquois . 
would deal with tho post•W&T' ar.isi.s. The m.f't«rn Iroquois, to inolud.e the Moha'Hk 

I 
. ' . 

and. Oneida, usre, qr 17M, llrtng d.thin the mt.lad reg1Gns of ~- Yo.rk. At Oana• 

.1oba.rle, Fort Hunter, Stone Arabia, am. the Oneida Clarey, e;rc,Tdng muabers of Eng-

11ah stntl.1£'8 and. soldiers were living side by' side with the Iroquois in an uneu,y

rel.at1onshlp. 

Z'l9Fr,r a SllllllllLey ft! the tee.ohinge of Naol.1n, see al.lace, Dea.th and Beblrth 
.Uthe §eneoe., PP• 117•21. ' 
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A ~e of food due te natural oonditiona w.s aggravated by the &eo1"81ltal c

clel1bcate dest.ruotivmeaa ef th• Id.ng'a troops. In ene euoh 1no14ent, the l-'111:11 

of both lloha:wk vUlagea ooapla1ned that droves of aat.tl.e be1ng Mill. 1io the uppar 

posts bad ru1ne4 their aarn arop. 280 The Oneid& probleas with ld.lltary aut.l.ers 

has~ been dal.t. with at length. 

had had the longest uaoo1&U.on with ·the ingliah. i'urthc, 1n :politioal and au

itary aff&trs, th ... peeple, eapeo1&1.ly t.he Hehawk, h&d clffelaped strong &tt&Gh

aents 1io the oolonial al1ll reyw. goYerraents. Vlllage leada:rs, aaoh as Hendrick 

Petar or Old Brant, aue to rely u lllah on th• mpport, of aen like S1r )ff 2U.u 

Johnson as on the aicl &D4 sipport .t ther ewn ,.epl.e. Hanng lea.nwd over a oen

tury or mare to adjust. and dA1. l!llooeufully wi. th &u:epean aeo1.et,y, the east.en 

Inqueie aont1nue4 to do • throughout the pest--.r period.. 'lbelr muaba·a, t.h• 

ol.039 proxiDi t.y of t:rNps and 1&rge ffllllbere of ettl.era, and thair p.-eonal at.taoh

aent to aen 1n the fmgl.ieh oe11a1nity prealu49Cl the use of toroe in cder te atop 

English enoroaahJHlftt or ohangM in policy. Furthc-, the Keha'Mk and Oneida,,_.. 

ot the Oenfederaey. 

This 1A not to say- that the •stem Iroquois s1ap1.y rolled eve- and ~• 

d.ead 1n the :taee of Brttish polie., eh&nges that threatened. their ~eourity an4 -.y 

•t 11:f'e. Rather, they attempted. t.o uee their oonn.ections to the colonial uul 

Z'Oyal, goyernmente. notably John9Ml, to gain redress of grl.evanee • l"onaost aaong 

these ms.a the contimed encroachllent by settlat"s a.nd spoculators on Iroquois land.a. 

280 Johnson to Gage, 
,. 218~ 

ort Johnson, Aprll 8, 1760, 1n Johnson Papers, III, 
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The Moba 1n pa...-tioulax wsr:e all mt su.rromled. by the new Ens]J..sh ,:;;ettlemeut.. 

The 1.oha~:k approach to this la.nd problem wa.., largely logt,l.i.,rt.1 • Whll~ hinting 

a.t their dis::at1afact1on a.nd ·t.he oonsequanoes of oont1nuad abuse, they proteated 

pr1llarily through the use of the oounoil, petitions ~ and deed.st i s1ng· h'1e;l.1sh 

me-thodp to co:nba.t E:ngliob pra,oticea. 

In one of the first oxahanges in this poet.-tar dispJ.te OYf:!r. land, the li)hawks 

of lx>th villages s ent 11. reqt1est to Johnson tor g, Sl.rrYf¥! of t be lands al.011g ·the· 

f.Iolia~« ivm-. .1. e prcpose ~ to establish a de:~.m:!.·.ive bou.ndary bet't- ee.r.1 the Eng

lish etUers a.nd Iudianr:1. 281 l:'evaral week-a later, the CanajoM.1.1.es age.in met 

:d th Joh11f.lon, ·this time l\bout the :trauduleirt sa.le of Iroqixoie:J la.11ds by ;.;,peoula.tors 

such a.a Ury no • 'rhe apea!Cer on tha;t oocasion, 01d .Brant, did not press the 

111&tta.:r too f'irril.y,. app.,.ren·~J.y e~oting t,m:t. , e.s e. 11a.tter of course, thiiir trielld 

and , pporter., Jo mson, would take M:t·e or tho t!\a.tter. 282 At this . me meet1l~• 

~nt abTted that a m1ss1ona.:cy &..'ld achoolmasta:r e sent t.o the..'ll , t;o match the ones 

alroa.dy at ,,,ork in the ?ort !Ltntro: village. 

Finally, in l? 3, at yet &not.her meet1..ng about land fmu a . the 1oh&v.ks y.:..-o

d toed a deed to verify their clairl:3 to la.nd.s being taT:en up by residents of Soh::>

nectat1,y. After a .,ont -rry or such negot1at10!ls. the Moha~tks had oom,g to app:r.eo1at" 

the special powar o the wr.1 tt8!1 :.ford in •ope.an socdety. 

toh oouncll meetings and legal. oonfront.at1ons rsprasant the e!fact1ve llm1ta 

of Mohawk a;11d On!'Jida reA]>-~ni'3eo to the problem of land and aattlement. The Oneida 

attack on the Fon St&nwix autler caused a t1:r. among Drltish mil.1.tary ottiaials 

F-ec1ssly beoattse 1 t wa · the one s1"p1f.1c,mt, violent. exoept1-on to ths pattern 

281John.ei,,i to Cadwallader Colden, Fort Johnson, Deoamber 29, 1700, 1n ilba
JlOB PPS§• Ill, P• 292. 

282'"Journal .-t Indian Affa1ra", Qanajobarte, P•aru&l."J' 17-l.S, 1761, 1n Jobypn 
'9st,, X, PP• 216-21 • 



of eastern Iroquois response to i sh policies. 

In vietf of the situation faced by the eastern Iroq ois, this relatively 

limited response i s quite understandable. Armed e s tance ,rould have been im-. 

possible by 1760, espec1ally since the ha'ffk Valley wa,.,, then teeming 1-l'ith -

lish troops. The 9.ldden reduction of ammunition sales made suoh a policy doubly 
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difficult. th , the oha1-lk, in particular, were suffering from internal dis-

agreement that s temmed from the land problem itself. Johnson noted 1n 17 J that 

nineteen Ca.na.joharies arrived rho "for two yea.rs before had deserted the1I.· Castle, 

and lived at, and about Ury Klock• ... , on aooount of a dispute with the Chiefs of 

that Castle, concerning the lands, the latter live, and plant on ••• 11283 

It must also be remembered that the hawk, due to their cool relations with the 

western I:roquois, could not expect aid, diplomatic or llilitary, from these people 

1n any a.naed dispute 'Hi th the Engl.lab. Finally, 1 t must be bome in mind that the 

ohawk and Oneida were the most acculturated of the Five ations. Th.air settle

ments and lifes tyle most closely 1m1 tated that of their English neighbors. They 

had grown rich in uterial od.s, including plo1fs, sleighs, ironware, cloth, and 

money, through that aloe a s sociation. Their response to English settlement and 

frontier policy 1n general must be measured in terms of their contact with the 

1t1sh community. A mor e aggressive stand might well have jeopa.rdized the life

style to which these people had gro m accustomed. 

The ;restern Iroquois, particularly the eneca, chose a far different response 

to the pos - ·ra.r changes 1n relat1ons w1 th the Engl1 h. As has al.ready been seen, 

· that response was far more aggressive, including at least one, possibly more, at-

tempts to overthro -1 ish power in the west prior to 1763. What J11Ust be con-

2 311.An Indian OOnference", Johnson Hall, October 2.0, 17 J, 1n Johnson 
Papers, , P• 900. 
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sidered here, however, are the i ssues and oir0W1atances that cased the eneca and 

Cayuga. to r e 1st Engll h policy rather than accommodate to it or develop another 

r esponse. 

In any d1 aussion of Iroquois actions and pol1o1e,.. during th1- period, one 

m st consid the r ole of English post-war program and Iroquois perceptions of 

·1ha.t the e meant. That r1t1sh attit des to ra.rd the Five Nations were chang1 

af'ter l 76o cannot be denied. The 1sh victory in 17 , coupled with the co 
' 

q e t of t he Great Lakes west, made the Iroquois a less c:ri tloal factor 1n r1 tish 

military and diplomatic planning. The tone of Johnson' s messages to the Five 

. ations between 17 and 17 J r eflect a growing feeling that the Confederacy could 

now be treated with no more speoiaJ. consideration than had been ven to other In

dian long associated with the colonies. The t-ra.r had also iapressed upon the • -

lish milita.ey the potential danger of a well-a.med, well-led Indian force to the 

back settlements . sed on th1s experience, General Amherst sought to disarm the 

Indians by placi.ng severe restrictions on the supplies of powder and lead that mov

ed into the west. o further pacify the tribes and further the complete occupation 

of the trontiar region, the i tish also decided to maintain, at least for the mo-

ment, a lar e number of garrisons at strategic locations thro t the Gr eat Lakes 

and Ohio Valley~ hes• garrisons would serve also to regulate the Indian trade 

Which, after 1760 , was to be conducted at a fn designated post s and not, as under 

the French, 1n an open, unrest.rioted manner. 

While suoh policies made sense to Englishmen whose prlmaey concern 1as t he 

occupation and integration of the west into a nen, sprawling empire, these same 

»olicias took on an entirely different meaning 'When viewed from the longho se. To 

the western Iroquois in particular, th3se policies appeared to threaten the tradition~ 

ll patterns of life, trade, and the secur i ty of the Five fations . Further, they 
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eemed to confirm something that many Iroquois had oontinued to believe since the 

Ohio Valley conflict, that every tish action, rega.,,:d1ess of' how innocent 1t 

seeaed, was part of a master plan to dispossess and destroy the Iroquois people. 

What made English actions and programs after 17(i() seem particularly dangerous 

to the Seneca and ~ was the fact that, 1n the first place, the 1 1sh had 

made maey promi es and statements of policy that now, after the war, were not be

ing adhered to. Among these were guarantees of a free and fair trade and the evac

uation of all military posts in the west once the fighting had ended. In the 

second place, the Iroquois nevar considered the possibility that Canada might . 
change masters at the end of this wa.r. In all pr8Yious conflicts the .,.tatus quo 

had been restored at the end of the fighting. The Five ations and, for that 

matter, other Indians on the frontier, had no reason to assume that conditions 

would be any different at the end Of the latest oonfiict. A major pa.rt of the Iro

quois post-war crisis steaaed from an inability to conceive of the strugg]. 1n 

orth Aaarioa in terms other than those that had preva.Ued for over fifty yea.rs. 

This was of pa.rtiaul.ar importance to the western Iroquois who, 'ffith their westward 

orientation, felt most threatened by the continued presence of British garrisons 

at lagara., Detroit, and Fort Pitt. The unfulfUled or broken ish promises 

and the sudden, inconceivable change 1n the power structure on the frontier served 

to warn the Seneoa and Cayuga of the danger of continued acceptance of English 

ll0rd$ and actions. 

2.84George Croghan, at Fort Pitt, noted 1n 1761 that the Iroquois were 
"vfIX';f uneasy" about Amher t'A policies, see Croghan to Johnson, _ ort Pitt, 
July 25, 1761., 1n Johnson Papers, X, P• ,316. A year later, Croghan noted that 
the Da:La.uare and Seneca "say it' s full time for them to prepare to defend them
selYes their Country :rro. Us, who they are convinced design to make tm.r on 
them •• •"I see Croghan to Oolo,1el Henry ouquet, Fort Pitt, December 10, 1762, 
1n Johnson Papars, • P• 597 • 
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' e perceptions of what i sh poliay meant to them was just one element 

t hat led the eneoa and Cayuga to make attacks on the itish a.t Venango, Devil's 

Hole, and els e ere in l ?63. he other element was the nature of politic and 

leadership am. t hese people. e the western Iroquois were experiencing and 

trying to cope th an external ar1s1s , they 1ere al.so experiencing an internal 

ar1s1s of great si fioa.noe. As has been noted earlier, the heart of that crisis 

lay in a dispute over goals and power between two basic political factions in Iro

quois soo1ety I warriors and sachems. 

That dispute, while having its origins in Iroquois society and political 

practices , \18.s ae-.,gra.vated by English policies. The sachems, dedicated to the 

principles of peace as their otfice demanded, sought a non-violent solution to 

the oontimled problems associated with English military activities and western ex

pansion. The uarrlors , battle-oriented, saw the best solution not in accommodation 

b t 1n ag essive resistance to this external threat. Froa the warriors' point of 

view, the English had come to represent a serious threat to the land and 1ts peo

ple and their culture. 'I1rad1 tionally, these ere to be protected by the "young 

men" through m111ta.ry action. Further, it was the warriors who were most hurt by 

ritish frontier policy, espeoially as it related to the sale of ~tion. The 

Iroquois, particularly the western nations, had just renewed their old conflict 1d th 

the Indians of the Carolinas. To be told that unu.n1 tion ffOUld no longer be torth-

com1 s almos t more than the warriors could bear. It seemed just one more ex-

ample of Engli sh treachery, this time involving the use of the southern tribes a s 

a diversion whlle the English delivered the dee.th blo in ew York. This same rea.

soni may :rell have bean stirred by British solicitation of the Great Lakes Indians, 

many of whom had been occasional e emies of the FiYe rations. On mor e than one oc

oas1on, the Iroqu.>is trl.ed to disuade the English from developing a r elationship 



with thes e people, but to no a.va11. 285 

These perceptions of the post-war situation appear to ha.Ve been accurate 

enough. In 1763, 1n a report to the Amerl.oan mll1 taey" command, Johnson offered 

four causes of the present India.n uprising, as given to him by the Iroquois, 
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the war belts sent to the western Indians by the Franaha the ••dearness of powder 

& goodsll1 "Ul treatment, and want of any Supplies · from the ga.rrisons"1 and their 

dislike of "our keeping many of the small posts 1mioh had been promised formerly 

:?13 to be destroyed". Any one or a combination of these provocaticans would have 

been sufficient to lead the Seneca to war with England. At home, the sachem 

were being discredited as ineffective leaders and as men 1n the British interest. 

The Seneca, faced with serious external. threa.ts, sought to redefine leadership to 

fit the occasion. In warrior leaders they found men w1111ng to oppose the Eng

lish and protect the Seneca people. The Seneca and, to a. lesser degree the Cayuga, 

did not mm.-ely follou the lead of the Ottam11 leader Pontiac. They al.lied them

,..elves w1 th the -.rring tribes for spec1f1c reasons 1."'00ted 1n the Iroquois ex

perience u1th the English both before, during, and af'ter the French war. 

The Seneca solution to the crisis did not, hOlHIY'er, f'ull.y succeed. h1le the 

17 3 uprising did temporarily rid the we t of mill tary posts, and while the Eng

lish, unable to take decisive military action, w1l.11ngly agreed to a compromise 

settlement, the war did not drive the English completely out of the rest. Rec

ognizing this tact, and their own 11ml ted resources, the " astern Seneca., w1 th the 
' 

285An Indian infonaant a.t 1agara told one of Johnson' s agents that "it i s 
not ~rxroper for the traders t,0 so fa:r up the LM:es among strange Ind1e.r..s", 
since trouble could result. See De Couagne to Johnson, ie.ga.ra, l 26, 17631 

1n Johnson Papers, , PP• ,5. 

?..86Johnson to Amhorst, Johnoon Ua.ll • July 2 • 17 .3, in Johnson apexs , 
• Pl>• 754-55. 
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prompting of their eas tern brethren, negotiated a. statu quo agreement dth the 

:British military. Thi uprising marked a -watershed in Iroquois-English relations. 

After 1764, the Iroquois settled into a. period of negotiation and a.coo oda.tion. 

ction "as never entirely removed from their dealings d th the • sh a.nd, on 

many occasions, frontier oomma.ndars era seldom certain of the true sentiments of 

the Five tions . lndeod, in 1774 the Seneca, Oa.yuga, and Mingos again took up 

a.ms in an effort to drive Vir nia trontiermen from lands south an 

Ohio, in what became kno1m as Lord n.mmore's War. In the ten year intarrum, the 

Iroquois, in an effort to preserve themselves 1nta.ot Q6a1nst ever-1ncraa.s1ng rmm

bera of Englishmen, negotiated and gave ground when necessa.-ey. The most famous in

stance of this ua.s the Treaty of ort Stanwix in 1768. At that meeting, the Five 

ations, 1n order to lessen the possibility of another war on the Ohio frontier, 

ceded t!'le territory south of that river and east to the Appalachians to the cro 

in exaha.nge for a defined, and hopefully enforced, boundary between English a.nd 

Indian settlements. At that aeeting, the Five fations gave away the very lands :ind 

disinherited the very Indians they had earlier agreoo. to p:!."'Otect. Further, the 

Stanwix treaty represented the bi est loss of Iroquois territory at any time prior 

to the evolution. That land had been lost to the Iroquois' ancient ally, Eng

land. By the time the Iroquois sat 1n counoll at Fort Starudx, the Covenant C2lain 

and much tha.t it represented had ceased to have much m.ea.nir,.g to e1 the:r Iroquoi3 or 

ishma.n. 
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A tudy of Iroquois- Imglish relations dur1 the middle decades of the 

ei ht.eenth century makes clear a number of points concerning both Iroquois 

politic . and power and their relations with the colonies. hese points help 

olar1f'IJ the nature of Iroquoia political processes and intarnal dynamics at 

the t1me as w~l as the br:eak- dolm of the Confederacy during an a.f'tar the 

evolution. 

One of the more striking aspects of Iroquoi - ngliah relations after 1748 

is that that relationship, typJif1ed by the Covenant Chain and the policies 

that supported it, were under ing rapid, significant changes. #hlle these 

changes appear , on the surface, related to the equally rapid and significant 

changes taking place in frontier relations between England and Frances in actu

ality, the perceptions and attitudes that Iroquois and Engl.iahaen held to1ard 

ea.oh other were fundamental 1n infiuencing the direction of their relationship. 

rom the time of King eorge ' s ar through the astern uprising, the analysis 

of o e side' behavior and policies by the other had much to do with the res-

pon es that each made to the major arises of the period. ether i sh per-

ceptions of Iroquois intentions and power on the Ohio or Great Lakes , or Iro

quoi assumptions about lish goals and policies ware in fact correct is less 

important than that each side acted as if they fare. The cumulative effects of 

these actions and ju ements was severe i nternal disruption and poll t1ca.l char e 

f the Iroquoi , and a substantial loss of their former influence and powex- . 
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17 , the Five ations were livi in a orld that they could no longer con• 

trol and one in which the patterns of internal politics and leadership had been 

significantly aJ. tared. 

Throu out the period, changes in ritish policy rked against the Iro

quois and their ability to maintain control over their relations ld.th the col• 

onies. eco nizing in Iroquois inaction on the Ohio an inabUi ty to dea1 ef • 

fectively uith the ng crisis there, English official.a determined to seek 

direct infiuence in the region by n tiating directly lfith the local Indians. 

Such a policy abrogated the time-honored concept of Five ations dominance over 

the so-called "hunters" of the Ohio Country. This dominance had, fo nearly a 

century, enabled the Iroquois to exercise great 1.n:fluence in English and French 

counoUs by their abill ty to manipulate other Indians or police disputed r ions . 

Once the ish dis covered. the advantages of direct negotiations with these In-

dians, however, the sign1f1cance o the Iroquois in ritish plans began to de

cline. Of even eater importance was the conquest of Canada in 17li0. To the 

ah, such an event presented a grand opportunity to re-establish colonial 

and Indian affairs on a more aound, more central.1zed, 1-sis. iii th c011tpleta con-

trol over the lest assured ·by the 17 J Treaty of Paris, the tish overnment 

in America could proceed to reduce the colonies, and the Indians, to a systematic 

level of obedience and order. In the schemes of Sir Jef'tre:, Amherst and 1r 11-

liam Johnson, the Iroquois , 11.ko other Indians, would be subordinated. as merely 

a pa.rt of the ne, empire. 

t the i sh saw as the unw1llingness or inability of the Iroquois to 

properly support the concepts of the Covenant Chain l'B.S in reality a manifesta

tion or changes then taking place within Iroquois society. These cha es, in the 

areas of politics and lea.darship, were the result of both inherently Iroquoian pro

cesses and of Iroquois perceptions of English actions and i ntentions. Fearing 
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toot a new Anglo-French ua.r would lead to their destruction as a people, the 

Five ations tried, rithin the limits imposed on them by their political. system, 

' to lim1 t Franch and 1sh actions on the Ohio. l heir lack of success s due 

primarUy to the fact that the European powers lfe:re no longe:r willing to abide 

by the old rules of the diplomatic game on the frontier. This sudden alteration 

in diplomatic realities on the frontier and the war it produced began to ag

gravate pre-existing friction within Iroquois society. That aggravation climax

ed 1n the period from 1760 to 1764, as maey Iroquois determined to seek ne solu

tion.'3 to the diplomatic revolution that had accompanied the det'eat of France in 

17(,(). That revolution robbed the Iroquois of the ~-off system and severely 

limited the options available to them in dealing th an expansive, increasingly 

dangerous, ish em:;,1re. 

The internal. political oonfllct that mbroUed the Five ations duri and 

after the Great ar for Empire conta.1.ned many elements that had persisted since 

pre-oontact times. The age-old struggle between warrior groups and schems, and 

the jealousies between villages and nations were very 1111ch in evidence. Yhat 

made this situation different, however, was that the new English policies, and 

' the nelf' definition of the Covenant Chain that lmgla.nd as attempting to foroe on 

the Iroquois, ware creating problems such as the ve ·~ations had not heretofore 

experienced. Old solutions oould only deal imperfectly w1 th new three.ts. As a 

result, many Iroquois began to rethink the concepts of leade:rship a.nd prevail

ing responses to English policies in an effort to oonstru.ct a rkable system 

to replace the now defunct play.off system. The degree to which group of Iro

quois r.ttempted to altar their political system and policies towa.:rd England was 

dictated pr1ma.rl.ly by the distance bettreen th9111 and the ish and the degree 

of acoulturat1on of the Iroquois involved. hu the ohawk, with over a oen-

tury of contact experience behind them, and liv close to • sh settlements, 
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developed esponses that differed ea.tly from those area.tad by the western 

ueneca. 

This internal. political oonfllct over oal and leadership reveals some

thing else of e1gn1£ica.nce about the Iroquois. The responses of the ive ations 

to both internal and external ari es were universally l.ocalized and marked by 

considerable factionalism. Whlle speakers in oouncll continued to evoke the 

concept of the League, that concept served prl.marUy as a diplomatic mask to 

cover the growing d1suni ty Ii thin the Confederacy, Indeed, hen compared to 

earlier periods i n r elations with the English, this disunity and local.ism appear 

to have been the norm, not the exception. In this regard, the League appears 

to have been a cultural., not political, expression. At no tie during the period 

under discussion does there appear to have been a unified I r oquois policy or 

respo se to problems of politics at home or relations nth Engl.and. In the face 

of both internal and external arises, the Iroquois· tended to develop responses 

that reflected the imperatives of the village or interest group involved, not 

the Five ations as a whole. This goes fa.r toward expla1n1ng the essentially 

limited actions taken by the Iroquois on the Ohio, and the variety of responses 

to and' s new frontier policy. It also helps expla1n why, after 1777, the Con-

federacy , hich has',been traditionally v18'H'ed by historians as a monolithic 

organization , seems to have collapsed. Actually, the division of the COnfederaoy 

into wa:rr1 factions is not ur1191al when viewed in the oontext of Iroquoi 

internal affairs s1noe the 1740s . Further, the reduction in Iroquoifl power on 

the frontier and the 11m1 tad options avail.able to th• af'ter 1700 made a fractur

i ng even more likely. Unable to suooessfully r ecreate the old play-off system, 

and faced ,d th tm> wa.rrlng groups determined to have the complete support of the 

ive at1ons , the Iroquois did the only thing possible under the oircumstances 1 
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each nation or vUlage ;Jent the way best suited for it. The £:racturing of the 

Confederacy ua.s ma.de more complete due to the loss of leaders and the effects • 

of severe i nternal conflicts over policies and control of the deci 1on-ma.k1 

process that the poat-1760 period had unleashed. 

y 1777, the Iroq ois uere already in a state of decline in terms of t heir 

ability to control event a.nd their own future. Problems t h the ish on 

~c.he frontier had led to internal. unrest and di trust by many people of their 

traditional leader • r i ta1n' s ne :frontier policy reduced the necessity of 

courting the fa.vo of the · ive ation a.nd the need to support them inst out

s ide threato. The I r oquois ablli ty to cope w1 th c ;.gi c1 cumstance ... wa. limit

ed both by· t e de tr ction of thei otm diplomatic ~ystem and their i nability to 

conceive that changes in that system rere in fa.ct posaible.. orced int o a. period 

of ba.rga.ini t;j' from an infer ior po ition, the Iroquois co tinued intact until the 

evolution beca ""e t hey were s till of use to the • i sh a.nd because they were 

willing to compromise, albeit at the expense of other Indians , i n order to fore

stall lish expansion i nto Iroquoia. he end came when t e Five ations un

succes sfully attempted once a.gain to usa the play-off system, this time ·t.h 

l and and her rebellious colonies. T"ne failure of that attempt lad to civil wa.r 

and diSI>Ossession. The evolution' did not bring abou t the collapse of the Con

federacy, it merely culminated a process that had bean in effect for the previous 

forty · ea.rs. 
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