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University
terminates
car-entry
policy
Constitutional
concerns prompt

removal of policy
started in 1970s.

LEONARD CRIST | The Jambar

Youngstown State University
has officially stopped the cam-
pus police practice of entering
unlocked vehicles to secure valu-
able property that could poten-
tially be stolen, Vice President of
Administration John Habat said.

Habat said the university
reviewed the practice with the
Ohto Attorney General's office
and decided 1o stop it because of
constitutional concerns.:  +

“Our concerns were whether
it violated any constimtionai
r:ghts 1o pnmcv Habat said.

“The umvua:t} wants to be cor-
rect in its actions. And there was
a questton. there [in the police
practice]. And that’s why the
action has been stopped.”

YSU suspended the practice
last month and put it under
review. The practice had been in
place since the late 1970s, YSU
Police Chief John Gocala said.

H officers noticed a valuable
item. like & laptop, in plain sight
in an unfocked vehicle, they
would enter the car, take the
item and leave behind a yellow
card that read, “You could have
been ripped off. Please secure
vour property.” The card also
advised the owner to pick up
thetr property at the station.

University officials had said
they were unaware of the prac-
tice unti questions from a local
newspaper brought it to light.

“Apparently, nobody ever
complained,”  Habat  said.
“When it was brought to my
attention, the practice was sus-
pended and a review occurred.”

Swudent Government
President Angela Mavrikis said it
was a wise decision to end the
practice before 1t brought law-
suits 1o the umversity.

She added, “I do hope that
the police continue to monitor
unlocked cars without necessari-
ly going inside now. But I do
hope that we keep the same rel-
atively good record on campus
of car safety.”

Habat echoed her senti-
ments.

“If vou look at the safety
record of the campus compared
10 that of the [other] universi-
tics, we o a pretty good job,” he

saidl.
LLEONARD CRIST | 3309411989

Praxis policy raises questlons

Passage of possibly invalid test required before student teachmg permitted

DANIEL GRIESEMER | The Jambar

“What happens to a dream
deferred? Does it dry up like a
raisin in the sun?”

For Kristin Dota, a secondary :

integrated language arts educa-
tion major in the Beeghly
College of Lducation, these
words by Langston Hughes
describe her fears for the future.

Though Dota said - she has
finished all course work required
for her degree and carries a per-

fect 4.0 grade point average, one
point on the content area of the
Praxis II exam may block her
from fulilling her dream to be
an English teacher. Dota, who
has failed four times to receive
the minimum score needed on
the Praxis IT “English Language,

“Literature and Composition:

Content Knowledge” examina-
tion, is prohibited under current
College of Education regulations
from beginning the semester-
long student teaching assign-

ment required for her degree.
The policy enacted last spring
mandates that education majors
pass all areas of the Praxis exam-
inations applicable to their
degrees before student teaching.

“It's really quite hypocritical
of YSU,” Dota said. “They teach
us again and again in our educa-
tion courses that standardized
tests cannot tell you what a stu-
dent really knows, but then they
turn around and say that they
are going to judge b)r one test

whether or not we are lughly
qualified’ enough to teach in a
classroom. It’s a contradiction,™

Phillip Ginnetti, Dean of the
College of Education, ‘said the
policy is part of a larger attempt

to align the educational system
~with federal “No Child Left
School .

Behind” - mandates.
districts nationwide have been
mstructed to review the qualifi-
cattons of all teachers in the

classroom. Those who have not -

see PRAXIS, page 4

Chuck Rogers | Tha Jambar

. Crispy prepares his sword for swallowing during a performance by the Crispy Family Carnival on Wednesday at
Peaberry's in Kilcawley Center. The group performed a variety of painful-looking acts, including walking on broken
glass, dancing with a bullwhip, and lying on a bed of nails.

MAYSOON ABDELRASUL | The Jambar

Keep vour ears open. A new

form of entertainment will be
heard on campus within the next
few weeks.
A Youngstown State
UHIVC!SI{Y based Internet radio
station, called wYre, is currently
being readied for its first broad-
cast in two weeks.

Student Government Assoc-
lation's Vice President of Fin-
ancial Affairs Bob McGovern
said the project has been in dis-
cussion for three years. SGA
passed a motion at its Aug. 12
retreat to start the station.

McGovern said the station
would have an open format,
allowing the disc jockeys to play
what the students want to hear.
During the preliminary weeks,
the station will be on air from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

McGovern said the new
Internet station is funded entire-
ly by SGA. In preparation, the
organization purchased a $1200
computer and recently spent
S100 on sound equipment.

The new station will aiso
offer new promotional possibili-
ties on campus. Instead of

‘nvestment,”

on campus.

organizations putting fliers all
over YSU, the Internet radio sta-
tion could become a good way to
advertise, McGovern said.

There is a mixed response to
what students would like to hear
on the radio station. Senior
Greg Denovchek said he wants
more music and less talk, adding
that he wants to be more
informed about YSU's athletic
teams.

“If they make it fun and
enteuammg, then it is a good
Dencvchek said.

Senior Carol Dulin said she
would tune in if there are discus-
sions over current events and
university issues such as tuition.
Otherwise she said would not
normally listen to it.

“I only use the Internet for
research,” she said, adding that
she does know people who do
listen to online radio.

Recent surveys showed that
students are interested in listen-
ing to an Internet radio station
Twvo hundred stu-
dent surveys on the subject were
returned to SGA last semester.

The station will get its music
from Broadcast Music

wYre web radio readies for launch

Incorporated (BMI) and
American Society of Composers
and Authors . Publishers
(ASCAP). Because the university
15 allowed to use the songs, it is
unnecessary to report which
songs were played at what time,
McGovern said. )

Combined, BMI and ASCAP
will provide more than one mil-
lion songs.

He added that the main goal
of the radio station is to branch
out on its own and eventually
become separate from SGA. He
also said he hopes to have an FM
station in the future.

YSU already has its own FM
station, WYSU-FM. However,
mostly classical and folk music,
as well as national news is pro-

-vided.

McGovern said he does not
see any conflict between the new
station and WYSU, stating the
Internet station would have a
different audience than WYSU.

Applications for employ-
ment at the wYre will be avail-
able in the SGA office. Any stu-
dent can apply.

MAYSOON ABDELRASUL | 330.041.1913

First SGA
meeting
focused on
mitiatives
CHRISTINA POE | The Jambar .

~The Student Government
Association held their first gen-
eral meeting of the new semester
Monday evening.

Amid a new, professional for-
mat, the members of SGA dis-
cussed past and current issues,
mciudmg computer literacy, a

summit- meeting and .Young-
stown State University football.

Vice President - for Student

Affairs Shivani Jindal brought up
the issue-of student computer
illiteracy on campus.

Jindal -said that the core of
the issue lies in the number of
traditional and nontraditional
students who have expressed

problems in classes due to their

unfamiliarity with computers.

" She suggested that a comput-
er skills assessment test is neces-
sary to ensure that all students
are successfully able to navigate
through college and in their
tutu:e jobs.

“T] h1s is a skill they will need
in college and the real world,”
Jindal said. “We're trying to
spearhead a test that would
assess their program knowledge

and place them in basic comput- .

er classes if they need it
Vice President ].T. Holt

updated the body on the status of -

the Northeast Ohio College and
University Summit.

Holt said the idea for the
summtit originated in June when
President George W. Bush visited
Youngstown.

The event, which will be
open to YSU students, is to raise
awareness of the importance of
the presidential election by pre-
senting the issues to the audi-
ence in an unbiased setting. .

“The timing for this event is
not accidental,” Holt said. “We
want 1o get peopie who are
unsure of the issues or don't care
about them to care and listen
and get excued about the voting
process.”

Holt said invitations were
sent to possible speakers, such as
Congressman Tim Ryan (D-17)

4 see SGA, page 2
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» Poetry, art and

music festival Sept. 7

The Youngstown State
University student group
ADESINA  and  The
Penguin Review will" be
sponsoring an event fea-
turing poetry, art and
music.

On Tuesday, Sept. 7,
the group will provide an

open session for reading
and performance from 8 to
10 p.m in the second floor
lounge of Bliss Hall
Refreshments will follow.

» 2004 Tailgating

passes still available
Tailgate passes for the
M-26 tailgate lot are still
available. The cost is $15.
The M-25 lot is located
at the corner of Lincoln
and Fifth Avenues. For
information, contact the

Youngstowh State Univer-
sity Athletic office at (330)
941-1978.

» Chef’s Secrets
series sponsored by

Sojourner House

The Sojourner House
Domestic Violence
Program will be sponsor-
ing Chefs’ Secrets, a series
of cooking classes, Sunday,
Sept. 12./

The program, which
will be. held at Stambaugh

Auditorium, will feature 16
area chefs who will provide
classes in appetizers, side
dishes, entrees and
desserts to area residents.
Each class will last 30 min-

.utes and the cost for the
-evening is $50. There will

also be a Chinese auction,
a 50-50 raffle and a gas
grille raffle.

Doors open at 4:30
For tickets, - contact-
-Sandy Kessler at (330) 743-

p..
9275.
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_NEWS IN BRIEF
» Butler Institute to

feature artwork of

actress Jane Seymour
The Butler Institute of

American Art will be fea-.

turing ‘the work Golden
Globe and Emmy award
winner Jane Seymour from
Sept. 5 through Oct 3.

On Oct. 2, Seymour
will be the featured guest at
the muscum’s,  85th
" anniversary gala. Seymour,
whose works are mostly
done in pastel and oil
mediums, has * paintings
and drawings in galleries
and museums nation wide.

Selected  works by
Seymour will be available
for purchase and some of
the proceeds will be donat-
ed to the Butler Institute.

Butler members and
their guests are required to
make advance reservations
to attend the event.

For more information
call 830-743-1107 ext. 123.

» YSU to sponsor
tent at Canfield Fair

Youngstown State Uni-
versity will be sponsoring
a tent outside of the
" Canfield Fair Grandstand.

During the week of the
fair, which began
Wednesday, YSU will be
teaturing. a different col-
lege cach day and selling
Penguin Parade merchan-
dise. Raffle tickets will also
be available for the pen-
gUlIIS.

The Rayen College of

Engineering and
Technology will also be fea-
turing  student  projects

such as Robots, a mini-baja
car, a concrete canoe, a
super-mileage car and a
human powered car in the
fair’s technology building.

Gomputor Program
Documentation Internship

Locking for a Computer Science major or refated
fieid that has knowiedge of SOL Language, top
dorrs fiorw charting, & Visio.
Thes position wik review Stored Procedures in a
SQL server evironment & create fow charts
based on tha program design. There 3 a thancs
of some modification of stored procedures if
decumentation is completed i 3 Smely manner,
Must have knaviedge of MS Visen, hasic under-
standing of of programering.ogic, detatled ori-
en'ed, witinghiess o feam, Inferestedin
Detabase & kaoutedge of SOL knguage.
Piease send resums fo;
Hattle Larlham
9772 Diagonal Rd,
Mantua, OH 44255
§88-353-3533
Fax: 330-732-2558
www.hatlielariham.org

“drug-free workplace”

EOE

YSU “budget crunch puts
squeeze on special events

SHANNON DILLINGHAM
CurasTiNa POE
The Jambar

- Tight university budg-
cting is . putting the
squeeze on entertainment
and special events for
Youngstown State Univer-
sity students this semester.

The office of Swudent
Activities has completed its
2004 fall semester calen-
dar of activities, but work-
ing with a small budget will
keep big events from tak-
ing place on campus.

Director of Office of.
Student Diversity William
Blake said on a campus the
size of YSU it is hard to
bring major acts to per-
form because of the lack of
funds they are given to
work with,

In past semestérs, stu-
dents saw acts such as 3
Doors Down and guests’
from the reality show The
Real World come to cam-
pus but Blake said those
special events are few and
far between because. they.
usually cost a minimum of
$5,000.

Blake, who was former-

‘ly the director of student. -

activities, said the $26,000
budget for 32 weeks of
programming makes it dif-
ficult and = sometimes
impossible to secure big

Peaberry’s

name acts to YSU. "

Blake said he works
with acts that carry a high
cost to wait until they are
passing  through.  the
Youngstown area or per-
forming in other locations
in the evenings and books
them for a noon show at
Café - in
Kilcawley Center.

Blake said most of the
acts cost anywhere from
$1,000-%2,500 but some-
times he can find local
artists’ that cost only
around '$150-8§200 for an
hour-long performance.

“It can be a very difhi-
cult budget to work with,
but we make it work for our
campus” said Blake.

Blake said the
Peaberry’s location for
most acts is also a cost issue
because of the need for
secuuty

“We have held pro-
grams in the evening
where security cost is many
times higher then the cost
of the program, conse-
quently many student
groups choose to program
off campus.” Blake said.

In the past, the Student
Programming - Board has
been successful in securing
multiple events, particular-
ly in the evening.

Tony Spano, former

president of SPB and cur-
rent part-time faculty
“member, said the organiza-
tion receives their money
from the SGA's financial
appropriations process.

Spano said the process
is time consuming and
puts a hold on any future
events SPB tries to plan.
The organization receives
no funding from the uni-
versity, attributing it to the
fact that the funds are sim-
ply not there.

“There is' no funding
for anything,” Spano said.
“There is very little money
available for any student
programs.”

- Spano mentioned a

resolution SPB drafted wo
years ago that. he  said
would add a considerable
amount of funding for
events. :
- Spano said the resolu-
tion suggested adding $3
to fall and spring -tuition
for each student that
would go into a fund
specifically for student
programming.

While the resolution
“made it to the YSU Board
of Trustees, he said he has
not heard anything more
about the'idea.

SHANNON DILLINGHAM | 330-941-1913

CHRISTINA POE | 330-941-3523
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GREAT PART TIME JOB!
Applications are now heing accepted at:
. JUST KIDDING
Children’s Clothing Boutique

Flexible scheduling for college students
starting at $6.50 per hour
Call for an application & Appointment Time

813 Boardman-Poland Rd
Boardman, OH, 44512
(330) 7262581

-t
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TVMEIICAN ACADEMY OF DERMATOLOGY
GERM

SE%. 48T www pad.acg

Cleveland Cinemas!

USTINT:

RAU

MOV!EME

All showa before Spm - $5,25

965 (Fri-Sunj | {4:35] {Mon-7hu)

FAHRENHEIT 9/11 (;!j (4:25)

8000 MAHONING AVE, - 330-779-0792

Sundance Winner MARIA FULL OF GRACE (=)
[2 10] Sat-Mon] | [4:30] | 7:00 [ 9:30 (Fri.Sun)

A HOME AT END OF THE WORLD (R; .

Jetf Bridges in THE BOOR IN THE FLOOR
[205] (SatMon} | 7:10 | 9.40 (FriSunj

Kevwm Kiine in DELOVELY (PG13) [2.00] (Sat-Mon} | [4:35} | 7:20
Visit us online @ W.cleve;andclnemaoom/atstlmown

After 6pm - $7.25

5.00

*eStudent Government Association

‘Wants to get YOU in the game!

Register to win $30 worth of foothall fan gear from the

YSU Bookstore, Entries must be dropped off in the
“SGA Giveaway™ box in the Student Government
© Association office (2™ floor Kilcawley Center)
Winners will be drawn the last weekday of cach month.

NAME:

E-MAIL:

STUDENT ID#:

PHONE #{s):

. Good Luck!

Call 1330) 941-3591 with questions

wwwysu.edu/studgov

. ure is essential.
include security patrol pri--

Advertising Manager

This position involves sale and design of ads, organizing the
ads within the paper and meeting strict deadlines. Must be
detail oriented and have good communication skiils. It's a
great opportunity for an advertising/marketing student, or
anyone with & knack for graphic design and journalism!

Interested in advertlslng?
We're interested in

The Jambar is looking to fill two positions in our advertising department for the coming
academic year. Feeling ambitious? If you’re the right person, we may hire one person to fill
both spots. The combined position may pay up to an $8,000 stipend. Take a look at the
descriptions below. This may very well be the job (or jobs) you are looking for - great pay, a
fun staff and excellent experience to prepare you for the workplace.

ou...

Sales Manager

The Sales Manager is responsible for bringing in new
advertisers, assisting the Advertising Manager with ads and
forming new contracts with potential advertisers. Must be a
fuil-time student in good standmg Previous experience in
sales is. helpful but not requnred

Lynn Haug
. Student Services
Kilcawley Center ;
(330) 941-3574

For more information or to apply, contact:

SGA

FROM PAGE } '
as well as representatives
of student governments
from other northeast Ohio
colleges and universities.
Although State
Senator Kevin Coughlin
has confirmed his partici-
pation in the summit, Hoit
said some details were still
vague because certain
issues, such as the event’s
duration, were not yet

- worked out.

Vice President of
Financial Affairs Bob
McGovern gave a report to
the body concerning the
progress of the wYre
Internet radio station.
- McGovern said stu-
dents can expect the sta-
tion to be up.and running
in;the next few weeks.

McGovern added that
President Angela Mavrikis
informed the body that
meetings were set up with
administrators to discuss
-allowing SGA mass e-mail-

-ing, which would allow the

organlzatlon to commum-

cate with the entive stu—'

dent body through YSU
Cue-mail accounts.

“We want to be able to
directly tell students about
our events and what goes
on in the meetings since
we do represent them.”
Mavrikis said.

Holt also mentioned
SGA's tailgating activities
for YSU's first football
-game against Slippery
Rock tonight.

CuRriSTINA POE | 330-941.3523
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POLICE REPORTS

* A man was begging for
money from a YSU student
on Lincoln Avenue in front
of Williamson Hall on Aug.
26 police said. The suspect
Gregory Bankston was pos-
itively identified by the vic-
tim Aaron Title police said.

Bankston persisted asking
Title for a dollar the police
report stated. P_ohg:e issued

Bankston with. a minor’

mlsdemeanor

* A police’ of‘ﬁcer stOpped
and warned a man playing
loud vulgar music leaving

the M-1 deck on Wick the

police report stated. Lidel
Hilson was driving a red
Cadillac when “the " officer
stopped him on Aug 26,
and Hilson could not hear
the officer from six ‘feet

away the police report stat-

ed. Hilson cursed the
police officer loudly in

R

front of other students the'

report stated.

* A recycling bin was

reported destroyed on.

Aug. 30 between Cushwa
and Moser Hall the police

report stated. Director of -

Recycling Jim Petuch said

in the police report the -

recycling bin was deliber-
ately broken.

1* A window 'e'xpioded'at:

Christman Dining on Aug.
29 a police report said. A
glass' sneeze-guard was
shattered but no one was
hurt police said. The unit
was shut down while the
mess was cleaned up the
police report stated.

Help Wanted

Chrystals at FonDerlae, LLC
now hiring banquet servers,
servers and Dbartenders.
Apply in person M-F at 1140
Paulin Road, Poland, OH or
call 330-549-9570

Bar = Help Needed- No
Experience Nescessary.
Apply in Person- Monday
through Friday 11:00 a.m. to

1:00 - pin. ~ati-Gidcehetta’s,
Mahening: - Avenue, .

‘3310
Youngstown.

Alfredo’s Pizzeria & Catermg
1651 South Raccoon Rd.
Austintown - OH. - Counter
Help, Delivery Drivers and
Cooks needed. Day, night
and weekend posmons avail-
able

Resident Director- Uni-
versity Courtyard Apart-
ments seeks a part-time
Resident Director to join our
management team. The ideal
candidate will be an ener-
getic team'player with a pos-
itive attitude and profes-
sional demeanor.
-communicate effectively
with a student clientele to
function as an autherity fig-
Duties will

mary hours will be in the
‘evening, roommate media-
tions and on-call duty for
emergency ‘situations.
Compensation is a free fur-
nished twe bedroom apart-
ment including free water,
electric, basic cable, loeal
telephone and hi-speed
internet. EOE, M/F/V/H.
Drugs Don’t Work. Prefer
Grad student.

Please e-mail resume to ucy-
sumanager@ambling.com or
fax to 330-941-1988.

- Housing

Chelsea Court Apartments
6300 South Avenue. 330-758-
4665, Move-in special $99. 1
and 2 bedrooms. 15 minutes
from YSU. Ranch style apart-
ments. www.rentnet.com

Vacation Certificate! Rent
‘to Qualify! Nice 2-bedroom
apartments & 4-5 bedroom

homes. 1/4 - 1 mile from cam-

pus. John 330-506-5684

6300 South Avenue. 330-758-
4695. Move in Special $99. 1
and 2Bedrooms. 15 ° minutes
from YSU. Ranch-style apart-
ments. www.rentnet.com

University Housing available |

for fall and spring semesters.
Please contact the Housing and
Residence Life office at 330-

941-3547 .

ALL UTILITIES PAID! Very
nice two and three bedroom
apartments or four bedroom

" more!

Ability to-

home. Stove, refrigerator,
washer, dryer, microwave and
From ' $295/person
(330) 743-7368

2 BR apts at 211 Park Ave.
From $300/mo plus gas & elec-
tric. Phone: 330-747-0500

2 BR apts at 211 Park Ave.
From $300/Mo plus gas & elec-
tric. Phone: 330-747-0500

Campbell apartment- 3 miles

from YSU. Two entrances, very
private, clean, secure. Quiet for
studying. One large bedroom.
Full basement. $225.00 plus
utilities. 330-755-2077 )

Sigma Alpha Lambda, a
National Leadership and Honors
Organization with over 40 chap-
ters, is seeking motivated stu-

Miscellaneous

dents to start a new chaptér at
YSU. (3.0 GPA Required).
Contact rminer@sathonors.org

Al YSU employees are invited to
the Employee Bible Study every
Tuesday . beginning - Tuesday,

August 31 from 12:00-12:50. The -
group meets in room 2067 of

Kilcawley and is studying the

book of Romans. For more mfor— _

mation email:
Kathrynpem@aol. com -

YSU- students are mwted to
Campus Ministry Coffee Talk,

starting Sunday, August 29 at -

6:00 p.m. at the Protestant
Campus Ministry office loeated
in First Christian Church next to
the Butler Art Museum. Free
coffee. Afterwards we will tour
the local Habitat for Humanity

“work site. For more information

call 330-743-0430 or email: .
Kathrynpem@aol.com

Spring Break 2005 - Travel
with STS, America’s #1 Student
Tour  Operator. Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas,
Florida. Hiring campus reps.
Call for discounts; 800-648-
4849 or www.ststravel.com

The Ralph Nader Presidential
campaign is underway at YSU.
Contact:ysustudentsfornader@
yahoo.com or call at (440) 547-

3046. The time to break the two .

party stranglehold is now!

(not tooshaly..
309413094
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Thursday, September 1, 2004

- an editorial -

SGA focus must
extend beyond
professmnahsm

n their first general meeting of the academic

already begun to prove that they are going to
see through the promises made in last year's
election. _

Monday evening, SGA officials addressed such
issues as voter awareness, computer literacy and
communication with the student body. They also
addressed the fruition of the long- awaited student
run Internet radio station. The body seems motivat-
ed, aware and eager to address student needs.

It is imperative now that the members of SGA
continue to follow through on their plans for these
issues in order to prove their seriousness regarding
their positions.

SGA Vice President J.T" Holt discussed plans for-
the upcoming Northeast Ohio and University

Summit. This program is intended to bring togeth- -

er state and local political leaders as well as student
leaders from other "Northeast Ohio universities.
Open 1w all YSU students, its focus is on creating
voter awareness and education on the issues.

Participation in and organization of this event is
to be applauded. In an election year with so many
issucs at stake, it is important that young voters
become educated and aware of the issues. Moreover,
it is imperative that they interact with the political
leaders of our area in order to voice their needs.

We support the efforts that Holt and other mem-
bers of SGA have taken to make an event such as this
possible.

The members of SGA also addressed the upcom-
ing launch of the student- run Internet radio sta-
tion, w¥re. After three years of deliberation, SGA
finally has passed a motion to begin it, The dedica-

tion to the project, and the initiative to provide an.

area that allows students creativity and expression is
commendable. It is now necessary that those
involved remain consistent in their work and strive
to maintain the station.

The initiative set by SGA President Angela
Mavrikis to begin mass e-mailing the student body
through the CUE-mail system is another idea that
proves the willingness of the body to better commu-
nicate with students. We hope the administration
works with students to allow this to happen.

As we all know, coramunication is key to under-
standing how the students are being represented
and what students need.

The actions and plans set forth by the first gen-
eral meeting give us hope that SGA will represent
the collective voice of the students, It is important to
recognize that the execution of these: plans dictates

~ how seriously students will take SGA as a group of

student leaders.
In years past, students had grown disillusioned

with the manner in which SGA handled university

issues and student needs. However, faith was rein-
stated through the leadership of former SGA
President Emily Eckman and Vice President Adam
Vukovic. Why? The pair remained focused on and
dedicated to the issues.

We see the same potential in Mavrikis and Holt,
In fact, this duo may even surpass the leadership
skills of their predecessors. Over the next few
months, we will continue to maintain a watchful eye
and look forward to seeing a better working rela-
tionship between SGA and the students of YSU.

The Jambar editorials reflect the opinions of The Jambar end irs Editorial Board members.
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The Jumbar will not print letters that libel others or threaten harm. The editor in chief]
reserves the right 1o reject letters that do not follow policy. The views and opinions expressed do

not necessarily reflect those of The fambar staff or YSU faculry, staff or administration.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Penguin theft article childish

Editor —

This letter is in response to an arucle written in the

Aug. 26, 2004, issue of the Jambar. The article I am
speaking of was entitled "Pilfered Penguin: Waddle We
Do" and it was written by Maysoon Abdelrasul and
Daniel Griesemer. I found this article to be ridiculous
and stupid. To report a theft in this manner was

absurd.

is

The manner in which this story was reported
the same as what 1 would expect an elementary

school teacher to tell a youngster that their posses-
sions have been stolen out of their locker. We are not
clementary students. We are college students and we

deserve to be treated as such.

If the Jambar has to

report the news in a fashion suitable to elementary
children, then maybe they should relocate to an’ ele-
mentary school and we COLLGE STUDENTS can cre-
ate a newspaper suitable for college readers.

the} Mmma'

~Joseph J. PoSchner_
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The war that isn’t really a war

sent the wrong message to the-

DaANEL Gm:ssman ! The Jambar

President Geo‘rge W. Bush finally
got it right, if only for a few minutes.

"When asked about the war on
terrorism during an interview on the
“Today” show Monday, Bush said: “I
don't think you can win it. But T
think you can create conditions so
that those who use terror as a tool
are less acceptable in 1 parts of the
world.”

You could almost hear the collec-
tive groan coming from the presi-
dent’s campaign team as soon as the
comment left his lips. The statement
seemed a glaring contradiction to
‘the image of an optimistic and
unwavering leader the Bush-Cheney
Camp is trying to present to the vot-

- ers. Furthermore,  polling reveals

that “terrorism” is one of the few
policy areas in which Bush holds a
substantial lead over opponent John
Kerry in the eyes of the public. Any
sizeable shift in Bush’s platform on
this issue could greatly diminish or
completely eliminate the treasured
lead the president possesses.

The Bush campaign quickly
went in to damage control mode fol-

lowing Monday’s interview, and.

within a few hours the president was
‘easing back from his statements.
During a phone interview on the
Rush Limbaugh radio show, Bush
stated that he should have been
more articulate in expressing what
he really meant, and that the war on
terrorism is a “different kind of war,”
in which the faceless enemy can
never sit at a' peace table and say, “I
quit.”

These remarks were merely a
prelude to the full turnaround Bush
made Tuesday at the 86th annual
convention of the Amertcan Legion.
“Make no mistake about it: We are
winning and .we will win,” Bush
recanted. “We will win by staying on
the offensive. We will win by spread-
-ing liberty. We believe that liberty
can transform nations from tyranny
into peaceful nations.”

This reversal was exactly’ the
ammunition the Kerry campaign
was looking for to turn the tables on
the president’ after enduring a
relentless attack on Kerry’s war
record. The Kerry-Edwards team
wasted no time in publishing a press
release that. echoed a previous
Republican  attack on  the
-Massachusetts senator — “Bush:

Against Winning the War on Terror .

Before He Was for It.” The flip-flop,

John Edwards later commented,

- a commentary -~

American people, the world and
especially to the terrorists.

The irony in all of this is that.

Bush was dead on the money with
his comments to Matt Lauer on the
“Today” show. We cannot win a war
on terror that does not exist. The

armed. forces of the United States

cannot go to battle against a noun or
a concept.

We may be pursumg mihtary
action against specific terrorist cells,
but to call this haphazard collection

of actions a “war” is a complete bas-

tardization of the term in every
sense.

“We cannot
win a war that
does not exist.

The armed
forces... cannot
go to battle

against a noun

or a concept.”

Both candidates shot themselves
in the foot by committing to the fun-
damentally flawed concept of a “war
on terrorism,” and now that most

Americans believe we are truly

engaged in a war, Bush and Kerry
are caught in an impossible catch-
22. The word “war” carries with it a

list of expected outcomes voters will-

expect their commander in chief to
eventually produce. But there will be
no V-day for the American people.
There will be no treaty signed
between the United States of
America and a non-existent leader
of international terrorist operations.
The very “liberty” that Bush hopes
to spread throughout the globe cre-
ates the opportunity for people to
exercise their free will and carry out
terrorist acts.

How soon we forget that terror-
ism does always not equate to

al-Qaeda. Timothy McVeigh - not
al-Qaeda.” Terry Nichols - not
-al-Qaeda. Ted Kaczynski - not
al-Qaeda. Not all threats' to

American liberty are of foreign ori-
gin ~ at times it is American citizens
who threaten their own liberty. We
cannot go to war against ourselves,
and we will not sacrifice the funda-

mental freedoms that create the
opportunities for terrorist acts to
take place. Democracy and freedom
inherently creates vulnerability. We
have to live with that.

To be blunt, if you truly beheve
that either candidate is going to be
able to live up to their promise to
win the war on terror, you have fall-
en for a preposterous lie. You should

be ashamed of the candidates for
making such a promise and you.

should be ashamed. of yourself for
being ignorant enough to believe it.

Terrorism is a powerful - tactic
that has been utilized since the dawn
of organized government to ¢reate
fear and instability. We cannot un-
invent terrorism. It will always
remain an ace in the hand for
extremist -groups-who wish to yieid
power.

This is not to say that we should .

not continue fighting terrorism.

Certainly domestic security should
remain a high priority and the U.S.
should continue in its attempts to
disarm -terrorist organizations that
threaten harm against American cit- -
izens.

What is needed however is for
both candidates to fess up to the .
truth. Bush’s verbal gaff, a brief
moment of authenticity, should clue
the American public into the reality
that the election year hype over ter-
rorism is not all its cracked up to be.
Fear motivates voters, and both can-
didates are pounding away at the,.
terrorism drum in an attempt to lure
undecided voters info their camp. In

reality, both are adding fuel to the

fire that will ultimately burn them.

Whether Bush is held accountable in

this election, or Kerry in the next,

voters will eventually realize that

even the President of the United -
States is not in a powerful enough

position to defeat an mdeﬁnab!e'
enemy. &

The “war on terrorism’ charade

needs to be canned, and:Americans

need to be presented with a realistic.
projection of how the fight against
terrorism will progress. Yes, there

- will be isolated victories in which ter-
_rorist- attacks will be averted. But
* capturing Osama bin Ladin will.not

end the conflict. Establishing
democracy in Iraq will not end the

conflict. The volume and intensity of .

attempted and successful terrorist
attacks may grow and shrink over
time, but will never disappear.

Damigt. GRIESEMER | 330-941-1807
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PRAXIS

FROM PAGE 1

taken or passed the Praxis
examination series will be
required to take the
applicable Praxis exami-
nations to their subject
area by 2005. Once this
deadline has passed, dis-
tricts will be required to
send a letter to the par-
ents of all students whose
teachers have not
received the “highly qual-
ified” distinction through
passing the Praxis exams.
Parents will then have the
option of removing their
children from these class-
ro0ms.

“Since student teach-
ers are in the classrooms
for half of a year,” noted
Ginnetti, “the faculty felt
that these students need-
ed to be ‘highly qualified’
as well %efore they
entered the classroom.”
Ginnetti said after the
faculty of the Beeghly
College of Education
voted i favor of the poli-
¢y, the opinions of local
school district superin-
tendents were sought out
~ all of them supported
the policy.

Ginnetti also said the
new policy has helped
students recognize the
importance of preparing
for and passing the Praxis
exams.

“Unitil this policy was
put into place, many stu-
dents were not taking the
tests as seriously as they
should have and were
going into the examina-
tions under prepared,”
said Ginnetti.

YSU is one of a hand-
ful of state institutions in
Ohio that mandates all
sections of the Praxis be
passed before a person

Locally, Cleveland State
University is the only

state  institution that
enforces the same policy.
Kent State University

does not require students
to pass either section of
the Praxis examination
before student teaching
or earning a degree in
education. The
University of Akron
requires that the content
area of the Praxis II
examination be passed
before students may stu-
dent teach, but has estab-
lished an appeals process
for cases in which special
clrcumstances may war-
rant admission of non-
passing students to the
student teaching pro-
gram.

Dota said a similar

appeals process would be -

beneficial to the Beeghly
College of Education.

“This black and white
mentality is not accept-
able,” said Dota. “There
should be exceptions
made. The test should
not be the only method of
determining who is fit to
teach.”

Dota also said she
believes mandating the
passage of both sections
of the Praxis before stu-
dents can student teach is
an unfair addition to the
curriculum requirements
if the College of
Education 1s not doing its
Fart to prepare students
or the Praxis examina-
tions. ‘

“If [the College of -

Education is] going to say
that students must pass
both sections before they
are allowed to student
teach, YSU needs to
implement specific cours-
es designed to prepare
students for the Praxis

Dota noted she has
spent over $800 on regis-

tration, processing and.

score reporting fees with

the Educational Testing -

Service, the corporation
that creates and adminis-
ters the exam. Dota said
she was not sure how
many more times she
could afford such costs.
“It blows my mind

ated by the NCTE and
sanctioned by NCATE as
the criteria for evaluating
how programs prepare
‘teachers of English lan-
guage arts. -

According to the final
report of the committee,
released in December of
2000, none of the Praxis
examjinations in English
language arts satisfied the

-“Quiz show tactics to

determine what a

teacher
knows are

never

candidate

. are incredibly
inadequate and can

do the job.”

—Hugh McCracken

Professor Emeritus

how much money I've
spent on an examination
that everyone told me I'd
have no problems with,
and that we’re not even
sure is valid,” she said.
Dota is not alone in
questioning the validity
of the Praxis Il examina-
tions. Hugh McCracken,
professor emeritus in the
English department at
YSU, -served as the pr?—
ect director for a study
that assessed the vahdiy
of the Praxis Il exain
series in the area of lan-
guage arts. The study was
conducted by a joint com-
mittee of the National
Council of Teachers of
English (NCTE) and the
‘National -~ Council for
Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE), and
compared the content
-and structure preserit in

minimal criteria for con-
tent knowledge stan-
dards. Consequently, the
committee declared’ that
the Praxis 1l examina-
tions in English language
arts could not be
endorsed as a “major
indicator of candidate
performance.”

The committee point-
ed to deficiencies in
author diversity as being
one of many areas in
which the tests fall short.

The study reported that,

Caucasian authors wrote
83 percent of the litera-

ture present on the exam--

inations, and males wrote
almost 70 percent. The
study further reported
that only 16 percent of
the literature on the test
was written by authors
who distinctively wrote’
for young adults.
McCracken said that

root of this debate is
whether or not a stan-
dardized test can ascer-
tain what a prospective
teacher knows though
120 multiple-choice ques-
tions.

“Quiz show tactics to
determine what a teacher
candidate knows are
incredibly  inadequate
and can never do the
job,” said McCracken.
“The reason states choose
multiple choice tests is
because they're cheap to
have scored. It has more
to do with finances than
anything.”

McCracken said. he
submitted a letter stating
the findings of the com-
mittee and his concerns
as to the validity of the

Praxis II English lan-

guage arts examinations,
along with a copy of the
report, to Ginnetti last

year.

Ginnetti said he
received the letter from
McCracken, but did not
receive a2 copy of the
report. Though Ginnetu
stated he is interested in
readinzl; the report, the
Beeghly  College of
Education is not in a posi-
tion to react or respond
to the report’s findings
because it is the State
Board of Education that
mandates the ETS exams
be used. ' '

Ginnetti will be meet-
ing today at YSU with
deans from colleges of
education -across the
state. Among the topics
discussed will be the ETS

and the Praxis examina-

tion series.
“We have been moni-
toring the situation with

the ETS closely,” said.

Ginnetti. “We are con-

- cerned about this, and we

students invest in Praxis
study guides and attend
the free Praxis prepara-
tion seminars available
through the Beeghly
College of Education.
Dota said she feels
study guides and semi-
nars are insufficient to
prepare students for the
Praxis examinations.
Students need to be bet-
ter educated in prepara-
tion for the questions on
the exam and exposed to
timed practice tests, she
affirmed, along with bet- -
ter support for students
who may be struggling to
pass. n
She said, “There
needs to be a support sys-
tem put in place, a way
for students to get help
and have people there to
tell them, ‘Here's what
you can do now. Here are
your options. We haven’t
washed our hands of you.
We're not going to leave
you on your own.”” -
Though Dota is con-
tinuing to explore- her
options, she said that at
times it's hard for her to
keep hope. e
‘It's scary. I planned

-and planned, but now I

feel like I'm running
around in circles, and I
don’t know what to do,”
she said. “It’s {rustrating
because the test has no
bearing on how much I
love hterature, or how
much I want to ‘be a
teacher or how qualified T
really am to teach my stu-
dents.” . .
Dota returned to the
words of Hughes to
express her emotions.
“What happens to a
dream  deferred? - ...
Maybe it just sags like a
heavy load,” she said with
a sigh. -

can  student  teach. and help them pass this the Praxis examination to are talking about it.”
test,” she said. " a set of 63 standards cre-  the bigger question at the Ginnetti recommends DANIEL GRIESEMER | 330.941-1989
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DANIEL GRIESEMER | The Jambar

Tonight the speculation ends and the
Penguins will get their first chance to
show what kind of power they’re packing
for the 2004 season.

Youngstown State will host Slippery
Rock University in its season opener. YSU
holds a perfect 8-0 record against the

Rockets, but Head Coach Jon Heacock
said at a Tuesday press conference that
the contest should be a good test for some
of the newer members of the squad.

“They say, ‘You can’t win the champi-
onship in the summer, but you can lose
it,” and that’'s absolutely true,” Heacock
commented. “We had a fall camp. I
wouldn't say we had a great fall camp, but
we had a good one. 'I%is will be our first
chance to see what we've really got.”

Among those under Heacock’s watch-
ful eve will be redshirt freshman quarter-
back Tom Zetts, who played in last year’s
opener but was unable to play for the rest
of thetseason due to a broken coltarbone.
Heacock said that though Zetts is relative-
ly untested, he displays all of the charac-
teristics a coach hopes to see in a quarter-
back. : '

“He’s a leader on and off the field,
he’s enthusiastic, he's in the office all the
time watching game footage- he does al
of the things you expect a quarterback to
do, among which is that he makes good
decisions,” Heacock said.

Senior wide receiver Phil Larmon said
he agrees that Zetts is the man for the job

this season. “He came in very humble,

The Jambar | 5
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cager to learn and excited to be a part of
something great,” Larmon said.

The Penguin defense, acknowledged
by Heacock and players alike as a weak-
ness last season, will'be another area
under close scrutiny. Dana Chambers and
Mike Kolakowski will be teaming up as co-
defensive coordinators. Chambers, for-
merly the defensive coordinator at
Division II Upper Iowa, will also work
with the defensive line while Kolakowski

of Cincinnati will work with the second-

ary.

" Along with a few new defensive strate-
gies, team captain Yancey Marcum said
that the most important change in the
defense for this season involves their
mindset. “I think it’s our attitude - we’re
over on the sidelines juiced,” commented
Marcum. “We may not be the biggest
defense in the conference, but we bring
intensity.”

Tonight will mark the ninth meeting .

between YSU and SRU. In the previous
eight meetings between the teams, the
Penguins have averaged 36 points per
game while the Rockets have averaged
11.9. YSU defeated Slippery Rock 45-12
the last time the two teams met. Heacock
enters his fourth season with a record of
20-14. The Penguins have not lost a sea-

son - opener since 1995,

Kickoff will be at 7:30 p.m. at
Stambaugh Stadium.

DaniiL GRIESEMER | 330-941-1807

—_sports
YSU faces first test against SR

Heacock says the opener will be a chance to 'see where we’re at’

) . R _ Chuck Regers | The Jambar
4 Head Football Coach fon Heacock describes his team's strengths during Tuesday’s press conference.

2004 (jlympic— games
IsappoIinting... again

JUSTIN SMOLKOVICHIThe Jambar

For 14 days the world
sat in awe as Bob Costas
invaded our NBC affiliate
networks,

If you haven’t heard,
the 2004 Olympics
wrapped up their two-
week yvawn fest Sunday
night with the closing cere-
monies.

Now don't get me
wrong, I enjoy the summer.
games,

Wait. Let me rephrase
that.

Every four years I get
excited to watch the
Olympics, hoping that
they will be better than the
last, and like clockwork,
every four years I am dis-
appointed.

It's not that I don't
appreciate the feel good
stories, like the Iraq soccer
team who surprised cvery-
one and nearly won
bronze, or Michael Phelps
who reeled in eight medals
and could have made it
nine but decided to let his
teammate replace him on
a rclay that later set a
world record. Don’t get
me wrong, that is what the
Olympics are about.

The aspect of the
Olympics that leaves me
stumped is how some of
these “sports” get put on
the billing. After taking a
glance at the Olympic line-
up, there are at most five
or six events in which peo-
ple would have any interest
vicwing,

Imagine the Olympics
like a fifth grade birthday
party. All your friends,
track and field, baseball,
soccer, basketball, swim-
ming, wrestling and even
your buddy gymnastics
show up. Then to your
surprise, the guys you real-

ly didn’t know very well or
L —— ——— ]

“For instance,
did you know
that Birgit
Fischer won
gold in kayak-
mg? No? Me
neither. I
doubt she did
either until
they told her
kayaking was
an Olympic
sport.”

didn't even know existed,
like table tennis, handball,
and badminton, all arrive.
Once you see them, your
only response is, “Who let
you in?"

For instance, did you
know that Birgit Fischer
won gold in kayaking?
No? Me neither. 1 doubt
she did either until they
told her kayaking was an
Olympic sport. Maybe it’s

Jjust my American egocen-
tric way of thinking.
QOverall, team USA did
well for-iself, raking in
103 medals, 35 of which
were gold. Included in the
WINDErs Were some surpris-
ing newcomers such as
Justin Gatlin who ran the
100-meter dash, Joanna
Hayes who ran the 100-
meter hurdles and also set
an Olympic record and
Carly Patterson who won
gold in women’s artistic
gymnastics  and  will
inevitably be on every talk
show and Wheaties box
within the month.
Admittedly, the 2004
Summer Olympics went
surprisingly well.  Greece
proved to be an excellent

host and welcomed back |

the games that they creat-

- ed. Despite an undercur-

rent of terror, the games
went on. Most important-
ly, it gave everyone who
watched the games, or the

highlights, something to |

talk about for two weeks.
For example, it isn’t every-
day you see a crazed priest
nearly tackle a marathon
runner, or 2 guy in a polka
dotted tutu sneaking past
the best security in the
world to jump off the high
dive during synchronized
diving.

So to the Olympics I
say, “So long. See you in
Beijing in 2008 and shut
the door on your way out.”

JusSTIN SMOLKOVICH | 330-541-1811

Nhat Mayer | KRT Campus

4 USA's Alison Bartosik and Anna Kozlova perform their routine for the Synchronized Swimming
Duet at the Olympic Aquatic Centre in the 2004 Olympic Games on Wednesday, Aug. 25. They

placed third. The Olympians competed in a mostly empty auditorium. Aparently the Greeks care
for syncronized swimming about as much as Americans do. '

YSU recetves new

'Beede - TFeld at
Stambaugh Stadium has

“a brand new scoreboard.

The scoreboard, at
the north end of the sta-
dium, was installed
Tuesday.

. Additionally, 2 Mitsu-

bishi Diamond Vision
video replay board will be

scoreboard

installed in time for the
Sept. 25 Penguins’ home

“It will just enhance the
game-day atmosphere for
our players, fans and
alumni and also cement
Stambaugh Stadium as
one of the premier
Division I-AA football
venues.”

ame = against
mversny.
“This new scoreboard
and videoboard is a proj-
ect we are all excited
about,” said Ron Strollo,
executive director of
intercollegiate athletics.-
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= A man and woman share chewing-gum bubbles in one part of "Air Hunger," a video installation by Mary Magsaman and Stephen Hillerbeand currently exhibited at the Butler Institute of American Art.

66

BiLL RODGERS | The Jambar

As you round the corner in
the Butler Art Museum, walkin
past the standard paintings an
sculptures, you begin to notice a
strange noise in the ain

It sounds like a really loud
chewing noise. The longer you
listen, the more disturbing it
sounds.

Entering the dark room, you
encounter that inexplicable
sound, as well as a recording of
deep breathing. Meanwhile, a

six-foot projection of two people

blowing bubbles of gum, four
inches away from one another’s
face swretches across the wall.

It is strange, yet oddly mes-
merizing.

The picce is a video installa-
tion ar. exhibit tided “Air-
Hunger” by the husband-and-
wife team of Mary Magsamen
and Stephan Hilerbrand. “Ajr-
Hunger” is showing at the Butler
Art Museum through Sept. 26.

In an installation exhibit, the
audience is immersed in the art-
work surrounding then.

“Air-Hunger” employs vari-
ous forms of media. Pictures,
video and sound are all part of
the artwork. The videcos are
shown in small rooms, so that the
audience is enclosed by the

work.

Magsamen said each video
uses the idea of “Air-Hunger” as
a theme. Air-hunger (scientifical-
ly called Kussmaul Breathing) is
a medical condition where some-
one in a diabetic coma under-
goes deep, labored breathing.

“With the - air-hunger 1dea,
we thought it would be an inter-
esting visual to show
Stephan and I shar-
ing air through bub-
bles of a sugary sub-
stance like bubble
gum,” said
Magsamen.

She said the
piece explores com-
munication, trust,
sexuality and rela-
tionships  through
the metaphor of
blowing bubbles of

m.

The part of the work that
draws the most attention is the
dual }ilrojection on the wall fac-
ing the door. In this video,
Magsamen and Hillerbrand face
each other, blowing bubbles that
occasionally join to form one
bubble. The video ends with the
two biting at the same piece of

m.
In the adjacent projection of
the same piece is a video of

S

*It%ou
didn’t
CO

muc

unger” more

B

f co

Magsamen and Hildebrand by
themselves, blowing bubbles at
the camera in turn. As one fin-
ishes their bubble, the video dis-
torts to show the other blowing
another bubble at the camera.
“We morph in and out of
each other;,” said Magsamen. “As
the video goes on, you see our
identities being obscured.”
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filmed inside of a white-tiled

bathroom. In this video,
Hillerbrand and Magsamen
blow bubbles at the camera. The
audience can see the bathroom
reflected in the surface of the
bubble. As the bubble enlarges,
the reflection becomes distorted,
then is destroyed as the bubble
pops.

Senior Sam
Berresford saw the
exhibit on Tuesday.

“1 {hought it was
pretty creative,” said
Berresford. “I didn’t
know you could say
that much witl)l

m.”

The last video in
the exhibit is ntled
“Earth Hunger” [also

- Sam Berresford caled “The Great

Another piece titled "Gum
Traveling” was the video that
started the series. It shows a
piece of gum stuck to a car win-
dow with traffic moving behind
it. Magsamen had thrown a piece
of gum out of the car when it
became stuck to the window.
Hillerbrand decided the piece
resembled a reclining nude pres-
ent in many pieces of artwork
and decided to filmit.

Another of the videos was

Race”]. The video

.shows the two artists running in

a hazy cornfield, trying to find
each other. ‘

The artists said the piece
drew its' inspiration from the
recent trend of reality television,
where no-name people compete
in pointless competitions.

Magsamen said the video
also deals with fear, loneliness
and security. The arusts are
shown with confused, scared
expressions on their faces. At

n
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sexuality.

one point in the video, the audi-
ence secs Magsamen silently
screaming for Hillerbrand.

Magsamen discussed herand
her husband’s method of shoot-
ing the videos. )

“We do everything ourselves,
and everything’s shot with the
same camera. We work with a ot
of technology but do so on a very
basic, low-tech level”
Magsamen.

Magsamen pointed out that
all of the videos’ effects were cre-
ated in the same video-editing
program. :

YSU senior Marcia
Hunsicker saw the exhibit as part
of an art class, Hunsicker said
her favorite part of the show
were the di?tai photographs,
some of which featured pictures
that appeared to be taken from
inside the bubbles.

“Some of the show was con-
fusing,” Hunsicker said. “I could
tell there was a message they
were tgring to convey, but it just .
seemed gross on the whole.”

Some of the videos in the
exhibit can be seen online at the
artists’ web  site www.lemon-

squared.com.
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Salem based “The Breezeway” excels at upbeat, fun music
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Fans of the Pittsburgh-based
rock band The Clarks may find

they’ll also like the local group

The Breezeway.

Founded in . Salem, The
Breezeway have been playing
together since 1996. They have
since plaved for Jerry Springer
when he stopped by Salem as
part of bis Senate campaign and
they have done extensive tour-
ing of the local club scene.

The band’s fourth studio
CD, "The Red LP” was released
in carly August. It features 13
new songs by the band, all of
which are all-around great rock
‘n’ roll songs.

The music itself is the
strongest selling point of the
CD. While the vocals and lyrics
may be shaky at times, the music

is consistently great. The
Breezeway excels at upbeat, fun
songs, but they don’t offer listen-
ers any nasty surprises when they
decide to tackle slower, more
emotional songs.

St iistically, The Breezeway
sound much like The Clarks.

The songs on this CD cover a
wide-rangg of topics, never pin-
ning the band down to just one
theme.

The CD begins with “My
Cage,” a standard song about
rough times in life and how they
can be overcome. The song
starts slow and then picks up the
tempo with the guitars.

I was once suicidal but now
I see / I'was locked in a cage / but
now I'm free,” the band’s vocalist
Roy Henceroth sings.

One of the better songs on
the album, “The DUI Song”

offers listeners another perspec-
tive on someone who has made
some serious mistakes in their
life.

“The DUI Song” is about a
person who has ruined his Iife
when he was caught driving
drunk: All of the man’s friends
left him and he’s stuck with a
bad job in a crummy downtown
apartment,

The song then moves to
some interesting themes of for-
giveness and hope as Henceroth
sings the chorus, “I believe a bet-
ter life out there exists / I believe
that you are beautiful inside.”

- Keeping up with the drink-
ing theme, “Drink Me A Beer” is
probably the strongest song on
the CD. As the title suggests,
“Drink Me A Beer” is a cut-and-
dry drinking song that The
Breezeway pulis off Hawlessly.

It's a song that's great for

singing along. Henceroth’s voice.

has a bit of swagger to it as he
sings about drinking Pabst Blue
Ribbons, meeting a girl at the
bar, “raising hell” and waking up
the next morning in jail.

“The Red LP” does have its
weak points, most of which lie in
the lyrics. At times, it seems like
Henceroth s trying to force a
rhyme out of his lyrics. It carries
through to the listener and can
sound pretty awful. Otherwise
excellent songs on the CD are
often marred in this way.

For example, in “Senile
Serenity” the majority of the
song is amazingl, ut it begins
with the lines: “Take my hand /

Lead me to some kind of magic
land / Some place beyond the
clouds and stars / On the other
side of Mars.” These lyrics, cou-

led with the dead-serious way

enceroth sings them, sound
ridiculous. It’s the biggest strike
against an otherwise great CD.

The DBreezeway also scts a
standard for themselves within
the CD that they have a hard
time achieving with every song.
Songs like “Drunk Cupid” and
“The DUL Song” are so good
they make other songs on the
CD sound mediocre by compari-
son. Songs like “Okay” are just
that. OK. '

On the whole, though, The
Breezeway has released a great
set of songs with “The Red LR
lts the kind of CD that makes -
you want 1o wrn up the volume
and rock out. K

For CDs and concert infor-
mation on The Breezeway, go to
www.thebreezewayonline.com.
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