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Contributing writer reflects on the 
joy of the Hot Rod Super Nationals. 
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by the Seattle Mariners. 
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Dean Larry Johnson said first-year results of the Youngstown Early College program were "encouraging" 
By Bil l Rodgers 
Neil's )'id:w 

fter its first year of oper­
ation, representatives 

.from the Youngstown 
Early College program reported 
that 43 of the high school fresh­

man students who attended the 
program earned a combined 75 
credits in college courses. 

The students earned a com­
bined 2.9 GPA in college classes 
ranging from HPES, basic 
English and math, and criminal 
justice. 

Larry Johnson, dean of the 
Y E C , said the results were 
"encouraging" and that most of 
the students adapted well to 
campus life. 

"These students were taken 
away from their cluster of 
friends and moved into a new 

environment, but they made a 
good adjustment to campus," 
Johnson said. 

Richard Bretz, assistant to 
the provost, worked with the 
program. He said the Y E C stu-

pieose see YEC, Page 2 

"These students were taken 
away from their cluster of 
friend^ and^moved into a n e w 
envir£nin|nt, but they made a 

i t m e n t to campus."' 

Larry Johnson, dean of the YEC 

By Bi l l (lodgers 
IVes-J Yiditor 

The Student Affairs com­
mittee reviewed an enrollment 
update and an overview of the 
financial aid plan for fiscal 
years 2007 to 2009 at last 
Thursday's Youngstown State 
University Board of Trustees 
meeting. The committee also 
gave an update on YSU's con­
ditional admissions policy, 
which goes 
into a trial 
implementa­
tion begin­
ning fall 
s e m e s t e r 
2005. 

Cynthia 
A n d e r s o n , 
vice presi- ANDERSON 

please sec ENROLLMENT, Page 3 

By Cheryl Thompson 
Contributing .vriiier 

Youngstown State 
University is applying to 
receive the Weed and Seed 
grant, a program that will help 
with improving the neighbor­
hoods around campus. 
According to the U.S. 
Department of Justice, the goal 
is to not only weed out the 
criminals by working with 
agencies such as the FBI and 
the APA, but to plant the seeds 
of positive community involve­
ment. 

please see GRANT, Page 2 

Workers survey progress on the Andrews Student Recreation and Wellness Center Wednesday outside Becghly Center.. The 
center is set to open this fall and will feature a variety of fitness, recreation and wellness services. (fambarphoto by B.J. Usho) 
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Targeting marijuana saps 
anti-drug effort critics say 
By Stevenson Swanson 
Chicago Tribune (KRT) 

new government anti-
marijuana, campaign 

-has reighited a long-
smoldering debate over how 
dangerous the most widely used 
illegal drug in America really is 
and whether it should be the 
central focus of the nation's war 
on drugs. 

Headlined "Marijuana and 
your teen's mental health," an 
advertisement appearing in 
newspapers and magazines 
nationwide cites scientific stud­
ies in the last seven years that 
have found that regular use of 
marijuana in the teenage years 
can put users at risk of depres­
sion, suicidal impulses and 
schizophrenia later in life. 

"Still think marijuana's no 

big deal?" the ad asks parents. 
Yes, responds one leading 

advocate of decriminalizing 
marijuana. 

"If you want to focus on 
problem drugs in the U.S., mar­
ijuana is the last drug you would 
focus on," said Ethan 
Nadelmann, executive director 
of the Drug Policy Alliance, 
which favors treating marijuana 
like alcohol: a legal product that 
is regulated, taxed and illegal 
for minors to use. 

"We have methamphcta-
mine out there, we have heroin, 
we have OxyContin, we have 
booze, we have cigarettes. To 
make statements that marijuana 
in the hands of teenagers is this 
dangerous threat, it's ludi­
crous." 
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YSU 

draws more 

The seminar 
targeted women 

who want to 
make more 

informed financial 
decisions 

By Eric Grosso 
Contributing ivriter 

More than 400 women — 
and a handful of men — gath­
ered on the Youngstown State 
University campus Friday for 
the annual Women & Money 
seminar, the free financial plan­
ning seminar for women who 
desire financial training and 
knowledge to make more 
informed financial decisions. 

The 2005 tour of the semi­
nar, started in 2000 by former 
Ohio Treasurer of State Joe 
Deters, used the Y S U campus 
as a launching point for.a 
schedule that has stops in 
Toledo, Cincinnati, Columbus, 
Marietta, Akron, Dayton and 
Cleveland. 

The seminar, presented by 
Ohio Treasurer of State 
Jennette B. Bradley, has been 
held in cities throughout Ohio 
since 2000 and in Youngstown 
since 2001. The program was 
initiated to give women more 
financial balance. Women 
make 76 cents to every dollar 
earned by men and 33 percent 
of working women have 
optional retirements plans at 
their jobs, while more than 55 
percent of men have the option 
of retirement plans. 

Pam Palumbo, assistant 
director of university develop­
ment, said the free seminar 
held in Kilcawley Center 
served a good cause. 

"It helps a Jot of women 
become financially independ­
ent ana* stable i f they need it," 
Palumbo said. "It's free with 
registration, so anyone can 

please see , Page 2 
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> "DownBeat" recognizes 
YSU ensemble 

In the June 2005 issue of 
"DownBeat" magazine, the 
Youngstown State University 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
received a 2004 Student Music 
Award in the "classical sym­
phonic band" category. 

The ensemble, which con­
sists of 57 members and has 

performed at Carnegie Hall in 
New York, earned the second 
recognition by "DownBeat" for 
YSU. in 2000, The YSU Jazz 
Ensemble won jazz ensemble 
recording of the year with its 
CD,"Biddle de Bop." 

• Money to be allotted 
for parking 

Nearly $9,000 to be 
received from the Ohio House 

of Representatives will be used 
to purchase land located at 258 
Carlton Street, where an expan­
sion of parking spaces will be 
made in the future. 

Rep. Sylvester Patton (D-
Youngstown) announced 
Monday that the $8,900 will buy 
.15 acres of land near campus 
for parking, a continuation of 
the state's support of 
Youngstown State University's 

Master Plan. 

> Graduation numbers 
tops for past ten years 

With 2,025 students receiv­
ing diplomas during the summer, 
fell and spring graduation cere­
monies, Youngstown State 
University had its most gradu­
ates since 1995-96, when 2,068 
students earned their degrees.. 

E-mail us@thejombar@gmaii.com 
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Idling? 

Today's 
question 
Should the government legalize 
medical marijuana? 
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YEC, continued from page 1 

dents who attended college 
courses fit in well in class. 

"The faculty response to 
the students has been posi­
tive," Bretz said. "They say 
the early college students are 
just as motivated as the other 
class members." 

Johnson and Bretz also 
cited a good daily attendance 
record. 

The attendance average 
for the early college program 
was about 96 percent. Area 
schools averaged at 90 percent 
attendance. 

Bretz said the program's 
first year had a lot of success­
es, and there were fewer prob­

lems with bringing high school 
students to campus than were 
anticipated. 

"People who weren't in 
favor of the program had any 
number of reasons why bring­
ing 14 and 15-year-olds to 
campus would be a bad thing," 
Bretz said. 

"To the students* credit we 
didn't have many disciplinary 
problems. They acted like 
young ladies and gentlemen." 

Johnson said he had 
expected some discipline 
issues with the students. He 
said problems with the stu­
dents during the year were 
"nothing major." 

"The snags we encoun­
tered were not snags that we 
didn't see coming " Johnson 
said. 

"These were ninth graders 
without any upper-classmen to 
look up to. We were expecting 
some maturity issues, but other 
than a few minor incidences 
everything went well." 

Y E C opened in August 
with 75 ninth-graders. At the 
end of the year, 68 remained. 
Johnson said this was because 
some students were let go due 
to disciplinary concerns and 
others decided they would pre­
fer a traditional high school 
environment. 

Bretz said 68 students had 
signed up for the program for 
coming academic year. The 
number is short of YEC's goal 
of 100 new students per year. 
Bretz said the program needed 
better promotion to market it 
to students. 

Johnson said h6 wants 
Y E C students to take on a dif­
ferent attitude toward educa­
tion in the coming year. 

"We.want them to make 
the transition to being inde­
pendent thinkers and learn­
ers," Johnson said. 

Johnson said he wants stu­
dents to view staff members as 
part of a learning relationship, 

rather than in terms of student-
teacher roles. He said he 
would also like students to use 
learning resources such as 
campus tutors more in the next 
year. 

Y S U President David 
Sweet said he was "very 
pleased" with the results from 
YEC's first year. 

"We will build on this year 
and work further with the 
Youngstown City School 
District to make [the YEC] 
another Y S U success story," 
Sweet said. 

The Y E C is a partnership 
between Y S U and the 
Youngstown City School 

MONEY, continued from page 

attend if they want help." 
The event holds smaller 

sessions followed by group 
discussions throughout the day 
on debt management, home 
ownership, basic and advanced 
investments, budgeting and 
other topics. 

Financial professionals 
from Bank One, National City 
Bank, Fifth-Third Bank, 
Huntington Bank and other 
businesses headed the ses­
sions. These institutions, 
including the Vindicator, each 
donated time and resources to 
the event. Each institution also 
set up an information table in 
the Chestnut Room of 
Kilcawley Center. 

Erin Gata, an Ohio State 
University graduate currently 
working toward a master's 
degree in business administra­
tion headed one of the ses­
sions. Gata, whose session was 
on mutual funds, said she orig­
inally started doing seminars 

like this one for degree 
requirements, but the seminars 
eventually took on more 
meaning for her. 

"Knowing that you are 
actually informing and helping 
other women close the finan­
cial gap overshadows [fulfill­
ing degree requirements]," 
Gata said. 

This year, Helen Paes of 
the Vindicator was the keynote 
speaker. She spoke briefly to 
the crowd on the goals of the 
program. 

"We hope that each and 
every one of you can use today 
as a tool of empowerment to 
become financially stable," 
Paes said. 

Participants were able to 
choose as many as four out of 
the ten separate sessions to 
attend based on their interests. 

Attendee Marcy Winlam 
said the format of letting par­
ticipants choose which ses­
sions to attend let her focus on 

the topics she was interested in 
learning more about. 

Other participants com­
mented on the usefulness of 
the material, saying a majority 
of it could be used immediate­
ly in real-life situations. 

"It was nice the presenters 
didn't go over our heads," 
Maureen Williams of 
Youngstown said. "They used 
examples of how to organize 
our home budget, and how to 
budget everything according 
to income." 

"The investment speaker 
told us of small, low-risk stuff 
we can get into now with very 
little. It may have been simple 
stuff, but I've never had any 
education on it," Williams 
said. 

Every participant was able 
to enter a free raffle with 
prizes including financial 
planning supplies and other 
donated items from program 
sponsors. The participants also 

GRANT continued from page 

Ricky George, associate 
director of the Y S U Center for 
Human Services Development 
said the urban renewal pro-, 
gram brings money to pay for 
extra police protection, more 
patrols and tougher drug law 
enforcement. It also provides 
money for social services such 
as after school activities and 
senior citizen programs. 

The program, which has 
been in place on the city's 
south side since 1999, will 
expire next year. 

"Because of the Weed and 
Seed program, there has been 
a reduction in crime in the tar­
geted area," George said. 

In 1999, Y S U served as an 
evaluator to the project. 
George said that while the 

program could be renewed in 
the same city, it could not take 
place in the same neighbor­
hood. 

This time he hopes Weed 
and Seed will be able to bene­
fit the North Side. George 
stressed that not all of the 
money is going directly to 
Y S U or his department. 

" Y S U is a small factor, 
this is a larger community 
effort," he said. 

The Y S U Center for 
Human Services Development 
is holding a meeting Tuesday, 
June 14, in McKay 
Auditorium in Beeghly Hall to 
outline the process of apply­
ing for the grant, a process 
that could take up to two years 
to complete. 

"First we have to write a 
proposal and send it to the 
U.S. Department of Justice," 
George said. "Then we have to 
wait for a letter of official 
recognition. Then we write the 
grant and even men it's not a 
sure thing; we have to wait for 
approval'for the grant." 

After submitting a prelim­
inary proposal by August, the 
university would be notified 
in the fall i f they were to be 
selected to begin the official 
application stage. 

Weed and Seed programs 
include more than 200 sites 
nationwide, and according to 
reports by the U.S. 
Department of Justice, the 
cities with the program have 
shown decreasing crime rates. 

MARIJUANA, continued from page 1 

And last week, Nobel 
Prize-winning economist 
Milton Friedman and more 
than 500 other economists 
endorsed a report that said 
state and federal coffers could 
reap a net gain of $13.9 bil­
lion if marijuana were legal­
ized. 

The study by Harvard 
University economist Jeffrey 
Miron estimated that law 
enforcement would save S7.7 
billion, while taxes on the 
drug could amount to S6.2 bil­
lion. Miron's study was large­
ly funded by the Marijuana 
Policy Project, a Washington, 
D.C., lobbying group that 

Help Wanted 

Join The Jambar 
Immediately - Distributor posi-
lion available beginning June 2. 
Must be available between 7-8 
A.M. every Thursday morning to 
distribute The Jambar. Must be 
dependable. For more informa­
tion, contact Olga at 330-941-
3094, Monday through Thursday, 
8A .M. to 2 P.M.. You can also 
stop in at The Jambar for an 
application. 

Kegelles a women's clothing bou­
tique is seeking a fashion con­
scious and creative individual for 
.3 part-time sales/merchandising 
position. Experience preferred in 
fashion retail and/or marketing. 
Send resume to: 14 North Main 
St., Poland, OH, 44514 or call 
330-757-0218. 

supports liberalizing marijua­
na laws. 

The renewed war of 
words regarding a drug that 
has been prevalent in 
American society for some 40 
years erupted in early May 
when John Walters, the Bush 
administration's drug czar, 
launched the government's 
latest print and broadcast ad 
campaign. 

" A growing body of evi­
dence now demonstrates that 
smoking marijuana can 
increase the risk of serious 
mental health problems," said 
Walters, whose official title is 
director of the Office of 

Classified 
necessary-flexible hours, apply in 
person between 11:00 am to 1:00 
pm at: Giacchetta's, 3310 
Mahoning Avenue, Youngstown 

Baby Sitter Wanted-Baby sitter 
wanted in Boardman for 1 year 
old. Monday-Thursday starting 
July, few hours in the morning 
and/or evening. Own transport 
preferred. Call 330-965-9010 

< 

S U M M E R W O R K - G R E A T 
PAY-Immediate openings, start 
now or after finals, customer 
sales/svc, no exp. nee, conditions 
apply, all ages 17+, 330-965-9560 
Apartment for rent 1 or 2 bedroom 
$250.00 plus utilities. Stove-refrig­
erator, clean and quiet. Off street 
parking. More information call 330-
743-3887 

National Drug Control Policy. 
One recent report, by the 

Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services 
Administration, found that 
adults who had used marijua­
na before age 12 were twice 
as likely to have experienced 
a serious mental illness in the 
past year as those who began 
smoking it after 18. 

Among early users, 21 
percent reported suffering a 
serious mental health prob­
lem, compared with 10.5 per­
cent among those who started 
smoking marijuana later. The 
study was based on interviews 
with almost 90,000 adults. 

one block from YSU. 330-549-5518 
Townhouses & apartments from 
S429,1-4 BR available. Many styles 
available. We have all utilities paid 
packages too. Special YSU offers! • 
Call 330-759-9478 

1-4 bedroom apartments and hous­
es. Five blocks from YSU, includes 
stove and refrigerator. 330-743-7111 

Services 

Housing 

Resume Service! Professional 
resumes for the college graduate or 
professional. Reasonable prices. 
Call 330-779-0559 

Student Tutoring—One on One 
with certified teachers. Close to 
YSU, call ACI.D Learning Center-
330-746-0604 

received reference manual for 
use in the sessions and at 
home. 

Even though the event is 
targeted towards women, a 
small number of men attended 
the session. 

Joel Netlin of Struthers 
attended the event and said the 
information being presented 

was useful for all people. 
"Being in the business 

world, you need as much 
information as you can get," 
Netlin said. 

"This is good stuff, not 
just for women." 

Call Eric Grosso at (330) 
941-1913. 

to SAVE 20% 
on Invitations 
for All Occasions 

330-965-2380 
8570 Foxwood Court 
(off Western Reserve Road in Boardman) 

T h e G r i s t M i l l L o u n g e 

Inside Wedgewood Lanes 
1741S. Raccoon RcL, (Wedgewood Plaza) 

Austintown 
Live Bands eveiy Friday and Saturday 

Saturday, June llth-"No Ctae" 
** 1/8 price admission with college ID** 

D£ #oey K every Wei/Thar. 9pm 
wvm.wedffewoodlanes.com 

District. The program was 
designed to help students with 
academic potential^ make a 
transition from city schools 
into a college learning envi­
ronment. 

In the Y E C , students who 
pass a certification checklist 
are given the opportunity to 
take college courses for acade­
mic credit. 

Call Bill Rodgersat (330) 
941-1989. 

$250 
SIGN ON 

BONUS FOR 
. YSU 
STUDENTS 

Reese Teleservices is 
looking for motivated 
YSU students who are 
searching for a 

Advancement 
Opportunities 
Casual Dress 
Code 
Average person 
makes $12-$ 15 
per hour 

F U L L - T I M E 
Day & Evening Shifts 

L O C A T I O N 

3711 Youngstown-
Warren R d 

Call Today 
330-369-3218 

T E L C S C R V i C E S 

wohrecl@rccseleleservices.com 
RO.E. m/f/cl/v 

^OBHffiNT 
W i c k N e i g h b o r C h u r c h e s 

New Beginnings Outreach Ministry, First Presbyterian, 
Butler Memorial Presbyterian & St. John's Episcopal 

invite 

all children, 4 years old through grade 6, to 

St. John's Episcopal Church, 
323 Wick Avenue 

Monday through Friday, 6/20-6/24 
9 am - Noon 

Please register by June 13:330-743-3175 orstjohn@fiboss.com 

Sar help needed, no experience One and three bedroom apartments 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN-Plant 
Operator, Youngstown Waste Water Treatment Plant-Salary: 

$41,567.76 or $43,049.76 with a Class I Operator Waste Water 
Works License, which must be obtained within two>(2) years of 
appointment to the position. Will perform a variety of operating, 
maintenance, and clean-up duties at the wastewater treatment 
plant and pumping stations. Must be a resident of Youngstown 

when appointed or must become a resident within 120 days 
following appointment to the position. Applications accepted at the 
Youngstown Civil Service Commission Office, 7th floor, City Hall, 
Youngstown, Ohio from June 6, 2005, through June 15, 2005. If 

you are a veteran and wish to claim the military preference credit, 
bring a XEROX copy of.FORM DD-214 showing proof of 

honorable discharge. Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Examination 
will be given on Saturday, June 18, 2005, at Greater Mill Creek 

Inc., 496 Glenwood Avenue, Youngstown, Ohio, starting at 10:00 
a.m. 

http://wvm.wedffewoodlanes.com
mailto:wohrecl@rccseleleservices.com
mailto:orstjohn@fiboss.com
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OUR SIDE 

Public sector 
unions must be 
more flexible 

ith August deadlines looming for both 
the faculty and staff unions at 
Youngstown State University to reach 

new contract agreements with university nego­
tiators, convincing grumblings from both unions 
have indicated a stronger willingness to strike 
than in years past. 

A strike by The Ohio Education Association 
(OEA), YSU's faculty union, and the 
Association of Classified Employees (ACE), 
YSU's staff union, right before the start of the 
fall semester could prove costly to students. 

Of course, the threat of a strike always has 
to be in the realm of possibility for a union to be 
effective, so such talk is understandable. Unions 
are vital to society and it's a shame they have 
grown increasingly irrelevant over the last 40 
years. Unions, at least ideally, help working peo­
ple earn decent wages and good benefits and 
help prevent ovcrzealous companies from run­
ning roughshod on worker's rights. 

However, public sector unions need to be 
more flexible than private sector ones. 
Specifically, at Y S U in 2005, with tuition con­
stantly on the rise while state support continual­
ly declines, the campus unions should not 
scratch and claw for more, more, more. 

The average salary for an A C E employee is 
roughly $40,000 a year, according to John 
Habat, YSU's vice president for administration 
and one of YSU's chief negotiators. The average 
salary for a faculty member in the OEA is 
around $65,000 a year, Habat said. Employees 
earning that kind of money can live quite com­
fortably in the Mahoning Valley, where the cost 
of living is much lower than other part of the 
country. 

To further complicate matters, it is difficult 
to know the specific demands the unions and the 
administration arc battling over. Officials on 
both sides are hesitant to talk on the record and 
the OEA talks are under a mutually agreed-upon 
media blackout. A l l parties would be happy to 
quibble among themselves, but since staff and 
faculty salaries and benefits make up by far the 
largest portion of YSU's annual operating bud­
get (read: a main determinant when deciding 
tuition rates), it seems only fair that contract 
offers and decisions be open to public scrutiny 
before they are officially agreed to. 

But if administration officials want to credi­
bly make the argument that times are financially 
tough, they need to take a spoonful of their own 
medicine. Automatic pay raises for Y S U 
President David Sweet for the duration of his 
contract do not a convincing argument make. 
And moves like firing A C E president Christine 
Domhoff right before contract negotiations only 
add flames to the fire. 

Just ten years ago, tuition at Y S U cost about 
SI,500 per semester. This fall, tuition is expect­
ed to reach almost 3,200 per semester, more than 
double the cost to attend Y S U during the 1995-
96 school year. While there are many factors that 
go into the cost of tuition, the question needs to 
be asked: if tuition is twice as expensive as it 
was 10 years ago, has the quality of YSU's edu­
cation also doubled in that time span? Has the 
prestige of a Y S U diploma doubled in that time? 
Has the earning power of graduates doubled in 
that time? Has the quality in staff, faculty or 
administrators doubled in that time? 

The answer to all is "not likely." The unions 
would be keen to remember that while negotiat­
ing their contracts this summer. 

Tile Jambar editorials reflect the opinion.1; of The Jambar and in 
Fjiitorial Board members. Those wishing to schedule meetings with the 
Editorial Board should call the editor in chief. 

Letters must be typed a/ul should not exceed 400 words. Each let­
ter must include a name and telephone number for verification purposes. 
Submissions are subject to editing for spelling and grammar. Letters must 
be received by noon Friday for Tuesday's edition and by noon Tuesday for . 
Thursday's edition. 

The Jambar will not print letters ihm libel others or threaten harm. 
The editor in chief rvsenes the right to reject letters that do not follow 
polity. Hie -.•/('»'.< and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those 
of Vie Jambar staff or YSU faculty, staff or administration. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Administration, Trustees fail to 
make things better at university 

Editor: 
For generations immigrants and refugees have 

come to this nation with the economic faith that next 
year they will be a little better off than the previous 
year. That is a faith and a reality lost on the 
Youngstown State University administration and Board 
of Trustees. The economic package the administration 
wishes to impose on our classified employees has 
nothing of the American faith in it. Under that pack­
age, classified employees (secretaries, maintenance, 
groundskeepers, and others) will be worse off in real 
dollars next year and for the duration of the contract, 
possibly for their entire tenure at YSU. Meantime, 
David Sweet will be better off next year than this one, 
and possibly for every year for the duration of his 
tenure at YSU. Sweet and the Board of Trustees 
should learn a little about the meaning of America 
from the generations of immigrants and refugees who 
built this nation: we're not gluttons, not greedy, not 
selfish — we just want to be a little better off. 

Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez, Ph.D. 
Director, Dr. James Dale Ethics Center 
Professor, Philosophy and Religious Studies 

Thank you for the support 

Editor: 
I am one of the three YSU students who lived in 

the mattress factory warehouse. My boyfriend, our two 
cats and I had been living in a beautiful loft apartment 
on the first floor for two years. The purpose of this let­
ter is to express my deepest gratitude for all of the 
help that we have received since the fire. Thank you 
all so much for coming out to Cedars and showing 
.your-support; it means the world to us. It was amazing 
to see how many people were at Cedars on May 27. It 
was also very refreshing to see President Sweet in 
attendance. Thank you to him, all of the people who 
came out to help, our great friends who planned the 
event and Cedars who was wonderful to help us out 
in anyway, even holding our hands as we watched the 
building burn (Mara, thank you) and the people who 
have been thinking of us and praying for us. Even 
though this has been an extremely difficult time in our 
lives, all of the help and the benefit will always be -
remembered as a good time. Thank you all so much • 

ENROLLMENT, continued from page 1 

once again. 

Lindsey Irvine 
Senior, Political Science 

Air conditioning needs to be fixed 

Editor: 
For the third straight summer it looks like the 

employees of the Phelps Building will be betting on 
whether we have air conditioning each day. Let's see, 
in 2003 the entire building went without air as the uni­
versity dragged its feet in getting a replacement sys­
tem. At times the temperature on the second floor of 
the building reached 93 degrees. {By the way, the 
windows do not open in the Phelps Building) 

As we sweltered, University Facilities told us to 
"go buy some fans." In fact, one wisecrack trying to be 
the next Jay Leno recommended we "throw a chair 
through the window", in order to let fresh air in. 

In 2004 we got an air conditioning system by the 
end of June, Now comes the summer of 2005. The 
second floor has a temperature of over 85 degrees 
while the basement is about 68 degrees. I sure wish 
Bill Hyden and the University facilities department 
would be kind enough to get this fixed because it is 
very difficult to type on my computer while sweat is' 
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rolling down my face. 
If they can't get us air conditioning on the second 

floor, I may take them up on that offer of "throwing a 
chair through the window." But I'm sending the bill to 
fix the window to University Facilities. 

Ricky S. George 
Associate Director 
Center for Human Services Development 

Lawn project is bad idea 

Editor 
I am senior at YSU and I have just read the' 

recent news about the possible changes to campus. I 
think it would be a big mistake to tear down all the 
beautiful trees and replace them with grass. The look 
of the campus is a great tool to recruit students to. 
YSU; they like the homely look. Changing our campus 
into a grass field would hurt the university. Not only 
that, 1 have seen some of the campus lawns suffer 
from.lack of care and lack of people. How can they 
afford to make more work when they can't cut the 
grass that is already there? 

Josh Zarlenga 
Senior 

dent of student affairs, gave an 
update regarding enrollment. She 
said the number of students contin­
uing their education at Y S U went 
down for the 2005 summer and fall 
semesters. Anderson said that the 
numbers for the fall semester 
dropped by 94 students. 

Anderson attributes the 
change to large numbers of stu­
dents graduating from Y S U ; 1,688 
undergraduate students graduated 
in the 2004-2005 academic year. 

Anderson said that smaller 
number of continuing students 
could be from students being slow 
to register for the upcoming year. 

"It's no longer critical to regis­
ter on one day," Anderson said. 
"Students can register any time. 
This happens every year; many 
wait until the last minute to sign 
up." 

To encourage these last-
minute students to register, 
Anderson said academic advisors 
were attempting to contact stu­
dents who have not graduated and 
have not registered for the coming 
semester. 

Anderson said she expects to 
see an increase in graduating high 
school students entering Y S U . She 
said there was an increase in stu­
dents sending applications to Y S U . 

"Traditionally, the number of 
incoming students begins to go up 
over the summer, then we have 
more students entering the contin­
uing student pipeline," Anderson 
said. 

President David Sweet said 

• A vehicle belonging to an YSU stu­
dent employee was damaged June 1 when 
a pipe broke causing water and debris to 
fall onto the vehicle. The pipes were being 
serviced by Adam and Eve Drain Service. 
Damage was minimal", including nicks to the 
paint on tine hood, top, and trunk lid. There 
also appeared to be a brownish stain on the 
front windshield. The student was advised 
to contact the Environmental and 
Occupational Health and Safety Department 
about the incident. 

Y S U would "keep its eye on the 
target" of putting more students in 
the continuing enrollment catego­
ry-

"We have our work cut out for 
us after the record-breaking gradu­
ation levels we've had," Sweet 
said., 

Sweet said that Y S U would be 
reaching out to potential students 
outside of the immediate Y S U area 
with an information campaign. 
Sweet said Y S U would go forward 
with newspaper, radio and bill­
board messages targeting students 
in areas such as Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Sweet said that the messages 
would advertise YSU's financial 
aid packages. 

Financial Aid Plan 
Thomas Maraffa, assistant to 

the president, gave an update 
regarding financial aid and schol­
arships. 

Maraffa said that the board 
approved a six percent tuition 
increase with an additional one 
percent increase to cover financial 
aid. He said the state legislature 
disallowed the extra one percent 
for financial aid, but the university 
would maintain its financial aid 
commitment for potential students 
who were thinking of attending 
Y S U . 

Maraffa announced changes to 
some financial aid scholarships at 
the trustees meeting. 

The Martin Luther King 
Achievement scholarship, which is 
awarded to graduates of 

Youngstown, Warren and other 
inner-city schools who demon­
strate financial need, wil l be 
increased from $700 to $1,500 per 
student. 

The P H E A A Grant Match, a 
need-based award given to Y S U 
students who qualify for a PHEAA 
grant will be increased from $600 
to $1,200. 

Another need-based award, 
Housing Grants, will be changed 
from a SI,500 one-time award to a 
$2,000 renewable award. 

Housing Grants are given to 
students who live in University 
Housing or the Courtyard 
Apartments. 

Maraffa also announced the 
creation of a new scholarship at 
the meeting, the Mid Level A C T 
scholarship. The award would go 
into effect for 2006, it can be given 
to students who enter the universi­
ty with a 22-24 score on the A C T 
and a 3.0 or higher high school 
GPA. 

The ACT award is $ 1,500 and 
is renewable. Maraffa said it 
wouW eventually replace depart­
ment scholarships, which are 
$ 1,500 awards given to university 
students with a 3.5 or higher GPA 
in their college courses. 

Maraffa said the reason for the 
change was to attract new students 
to Y S U with the A C T scholarship. 

"We can give students money 
for college as soon as they enter 
with the A C T scholarship, rather 
than wait a year for them to earn 
the department scholarship. 

POLICE BLOTTER 
• On June 1 at 8:30 p.m., an officer 

was called to the M-2 parking deck in 
regards to a stolen vehicle. After returning 
from class, a male student noticed his car 
was missing. There was no broken glass or 
any other parts of the vehicle found at the 
scene. The student stated that the driver 
side door did not lock, and that he left the 
keys under the seat. The officer took the 
student around the parking deck twice look­
ing' for the vehicle. The officer searched 
other parking decks and Lincoln Avenue 

with no results. 
When asked why he put (he keys 

under the seat, the student said, 'The car is 
a piece of shit. I didn't think anyone would 
steal it." 

• Campus Book and Supply 
employees notified campus police that a 
man attempted to sell a stolen book to them 
Tuesday. 

They also reported the same man sold 
them stolen books the day before. 

Lt. Mark Adovasio found the subject, 

Conditional Admissions 
Policy 

The trial run of the YSU's new 
conditional admissions policy 
begins this coming fall semester. 
Maraffa announced at the trustees 
meeting that the goal of the policy 
was to maximize the chance of 
success for the most at-risk stu­
dents. 

A student is conditionally 
admitted to Y S U i f he or she grad­
uated high school with a GPA 
lower than 2.0 or had an A C T 
score lower than 18. Marafa said in 
a class of 1,250 first-year students, 
75-100 were conditionally admit­
ted. 

The policy contains a set of 
restrictions for conditionally 
admitted students that may be 
removed when a student completes 
requirements including maintain­
ing good academic standing, ful­
filling a Center for Student 
Progress contract and completing 
developmental courses. 

Some of the restrictions 
include 14 or fewer semester 
hours, developmental courses for 
the student's first 20 semester 
hours and advisor approval on any. 
scheduling changes. 

Conditional students'will be 
informed of their status by mail, 
they will have advisement from 
college advisors and will have 
evaluation to continue or adjust 
their status as conditional students. 

Call Bill Rodgers at (330) 
941-1989. 

identified as Joshua West, 25, of 
Youngstown, shortly after in Williamson Hall. 
Upon searching his bag, Adovasio found a 
Physics textbook that had been reported 
stolen with another textbook on Monday 
from Ward Beecher. 

=West admitted to stealing two books 
from Ward Beecher and was later positively 
identified by a Ward Beecher employee. 

• West was charged with criminal 
trespassing and receiving stolen property 
and transported to Mahoning County Jail. 

http://www.theiambDr.com/theiambar@hotmail.com/330-941-3095
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The glory of state Route 224 and the Hot Rod Super Nationals 
By Bob Mackey 
Contributing Writer 

'hen my friends started living in 
Boardman a few years ago, they were 
completely unaware of the Hot Rod 

Super Nationals. I don't blame them, as they 
were used to living the dorm life and usually 
returned home to Michigan every summer, a 
state that is decidedly Hot Rod Super National-
free, as far as I know. When Memorial Day 
weekend loomed closer during their first summer 
in Boardman, I had to warn them of the impend­
ing doom of the Hot Rod Super Nationals. "What 
the heck is that?" they asked in a conversation 
that I don't completely remember. I could only 
answer them in a scries of screams. 

Being the auto-ignoramus that 1 am, I could­
n't really give them a good explanation. "People 
take folding chairs out of their garage and ... 
well, they sit next to the street and look at cars." 
They couldn't believe what I was saying, and I 
could tell because I am a master at reading 
incredulity. "Seriously, guys, this goes on all 
weekend." Just as they were about to have me 
carried away by caring mental heath profession­
als, I pointed out of the window (in my version 
of the story their window overlooks state Route 
224) at the havoc that was beginning to develop 
in the streets. 

Yes, this is what happens every year around 
Memorial Day on 224. I ' ll admit, the first time I 
went to the "event" — wait; you can hardly call 
it an event; it's more of an occurrence — the first 
time I went to the occurrence I was with a friend 
whose dad was very much into cars. He was 
Hank Hill before Hank Hill even existed. He 
seemed to have a good time, but my childhood 
friend and I feigned interest until we could 
escape to the nearby arcade (oh Fun and Pizza, 
how I miss thee) and spend countless quarters on 
racing digitized vehicles that also had machine 
guns. I have the same feelings about the Super 
Nats (which is what the cool people call it) now 
as I did when I was a kid: disinterest and confu­
sion. 

This disinterest and confusion is often met 
with anger, though, because every trip on 224 
during this event turns into an impromptu parade 
in which one is given no baton to twirl. Some of 
us are lucky to avoid this road, but for others, it's 
a necessity. Having to travel down this route a 
few years ago on a Memorial Day weekend night 
was a nightmare I won't soon forget. It was less 
of a parade and more of a museum of wasted 
life. A l l around me were doughy, sunburned guys 
with mullets, swilling beer and shouting out 
things in a strange unintelligible language. I'm 
sure there are kind, honest people that enjoy the 
event, but at night it seems they're scared away 
by the rednecks and trust-fund teenagers who 
spend so much money on their cars you would 
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expect their vehicles to turn into murderous 
robots. I do feel a brief bit of consolation in the 
fact that while driving down 224 during this 
event, people had to look at my car, which is nei­
ther hot nor rod. That's fine mid-90s Chevrolet 
craftsmanship, jerks! 

Now, I actually decided to do research on the 
Super Nats, because I wanted my rant to have at 
least some basis in reality. At first I thought it 
started in the 1950s, since its headquarters seems 
to be A&W, a restaurant so deeply entrenched in 
the 50s that you almost expect to see a "colored" 
section. But no, the Super Nats actually moved 
to Canfield in the late 1980s, a time far past the 
age of people hitting jukeboxes and saying, 

"Aaay!" Really, people should have stopped 
being fascinated by cars after, let's say, the 
1940s. It just doesn't make sense to me. The only 
car show I'd be interested in seeing would 
involve cars that could fly. have computer brains 
that wouldn't rum on the human race, and not 
use gasoline for fuel. But that's just a pipe 
dream. Not using gasoline? Get out of town! 

AH in all, it's a very all-American event, and 
like many-things that are all-American, I just 
don't understand it. 

Maybe someday in the future people will do 
something more constructive and less traffic-
clogging during Memorial Day weekend, like lay 
in the street and look at clouds. 

Information taken from the 
YSU Sports Information 

Web site (ysu.edu/sports) 
and wire reports 

Justin Thomas drafted 
in fourth round by 
Seattle Mariners 

Youngstown State junior 
pitcher Justin Thomas was drafted 
by the Seattle Mariners in the 
fourth round as the 113th overall 
pick in Tuesday's Major League 
Baseball First-Year Player Draft. 

Thomas, a 6-foot-3-inch lefty 
frcm Oregon, Ohio, was the third 
pick in the fourth round and is the 
first Penguin chosen in the draft 
since Matt Brumit was selected by 
the New York Yankees in the 44th 
round in 2002. His fourth round 
selection is afso the third-highest 
m school history behind Brad 

Hennessey (first round, 2001) and 
Chris Durkin (third round, 1991). 

In just three years at YSU, 
Thomas set himself apart as one ' 
of the top pitchers in school histo-, 
ry. He leaves ranked second all-
time in career strikeouts with 250 
— one behind former Major 

. Leaguer Dave Dravecky — and 
third in career starts with 36 and 
career innings pitched with 253 
1/3. He is also ranked sixth all-
time in career victories with 19, 
and he was the first pitcher in 
school history to earn seven wins 
in consecutive seasons. 

As a junior, he was named 
the Horizon League's Pitcher of 
the Year after posting a 7-5 record 
with a 3.42 ERA and a career-high 
88 strikeouts. 

Deadline to sign up for 
summer camps 
extended to Friday 

The men's basketball staff is 

still accepting registration forms 
for their 2005 day camps, which 
begin June 13 at the Beeghly 
Center. The deadline was previ­
ously set for May 27, but individu­
als wishing to participate in the 
camp can enroll up until Friday, 
June 10. 

The Week One Camp will be 
held June 13:16 while the Week 
Two Camp will be June 20-23. 
The cost per session is $85 and 
run from 8:30 a.m. to noon each 
day. For more information, please -
call Assistant Coach Brian DePaoli 
at (330) 941-7207 or the men's 
basketball office at (330) 941-
3004. 

Penguins Women's 
Basketball releases 
challenging 2005-06 
slate 

Seven 20-game winners, five 
teams qualifying for the NCAA or 

WNIT Tournaments and a Big Ten 
squad coupled with six home dou-
bleheaders make a challenging 
and stirring slate for the 
Youngstown State women's bas­
ketball team during the 2005-06 
campaign, Head Coach Tisha Hill 
announced on Thursday. 

Coach Hill will face her alma 
mater, Indiana, for the first time as 
a head coach when YSU visits the 
Hoosiers for the first time since 
1996 on Nov. 25. 

The Penguins close out non-
league play at Akron on Dec. 19 
and host 2005 NCAA Tournament 
participant Coppin State on Dec. 
21. 

Like the start of the season, 
the Penguins open Horizon 
League play on the road as well' 
with a match up against Butler on-
Dec. 29 and a New Year's Eve 
contest against Wright State. 

E-mail sports briefs to' 
thejambar@gmail.com 
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Y S U junior pitcher Justin Thomas was selected by the 
Seattle Mariners in the fourth round of the Major League 
Baseball First-Ycar-PIayer draft. (Photo courtesy of 
Sports Information} Ron Stevens) 
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