
 
  
 

E v al u ati n g Hi g h S c h o ol Pri n ci p als’ P er c e pti o ns of B arri ers t o Bl a c k St u d e nts’ E nr oll m e nt i n 

A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) A c a d e mi c C o urs e w or k i n N ort h e ast O hi o  

 
 
 
 

b y  
 

Bri a n Z ell er  
 
 
 

S u b mitt e d i n P arti al F ulfill m e nt of t h e R e q uir e m e nts  
 

f or t h e D e gr e e of  
 

D o ct or of E d u c ati o n  
 

i n t h e 
 

E d u c ati o n al L e a d ers hi p  
 

Pr o gr a m  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Y O U N G S T O W N S T A T E U NI V E R SI T Y  

 
M ar c h 3 0 , 2 0 2 4  

 
 
  



ii 
 

 
 

E v al u ati n g Hi g h S c h o ol Pri n ci p als’ P er c e pti o ns of B arri ers t o Bl a c k St u d e nts’ E nr oll m e nt i n 

A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) A c a d e mi c C o urs e w or k i n N ort h e ast O hi o  

Bri a n Z ell er  
 
 

I h er e b y r el e as e t his diss ert ati o n  t o t h e p u bli c.  I u n d erst a n d t h at t his diss ert ati o n  will b e m a d e 
a v ail a bl e fr o m t h e O hi o LI N K E T D C e nt er a n d t h e M a a g Li br ar y Cir c ul ati o n D es k f or p u bli c 
a c c ess.  I als o a ut h ori z e t h e U ni v ersit y or ot h er i n di vi d u als t o m a k e c o pi es of t his t h esis as 
n e e d e d f or s c h ol arl y r es e ar c h.  
 
 
Si g n at ur e:  
     
  Bri a n Z ell er , St u d e nt   D at e  
 
 
 
 
A p pr o v als:  
      
  J a n e A. B e es e, E d D , C o m mitt e e C h air  D at e  
 
 
 
      
  P atri c k S p e ar m a n , P h D , C o m mitt e e M e m b er  D at e  
 
 
 
      
  K at hl e e n Cri p e , P h D , C o m mitt e e M e m b e r D at e  
 
 
 
      
  Ri c h ar d R o g ers, P h D , C o m mitt e e M e m b e r D at e  
 
 
 
      
 S al v at or e A. S a n d ers, P h D, D e a n , C oll e g e of Gr a d u at e St u di es D at e  
 



iii 
 

A B S T R A C T  

 
Bl a c k st u d e nts i n hi g h s c h o ols d o n ot m atri c ul at e i n a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k, s u c h as 

a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt ( A P) cl ass es, at t h e s a m e r at e as t h eir W hit e p e ers. T h e o p p ort u nit y t o 

p arti ci p at e i n A P i n hi g h s c h o ol h as b e e n s h o w n t o i nfl u e n c e e nr oll m e nt i n c oll e g e, e ar ni n g 

hi g h er o v er all gr a d es, a n d b ett er p erf or m a n c e o n hi g h st a k es ass ess m e nts s u c h as t h e A C T. A 

q u a ntit ati v e s ur v e y t o ol w as a d mi nist er e d t o hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors fr o m t h e Cl e v el a n d Ar e a 

Mi n orit y E d u c at ors R e cr uit m e nt Ass o ci ati o n ( C A M E R A) c o ns orti u m, w h os e m ai n o bj e cti v e w as 

t h e r e cr uit m e nt a n d r et e nti o n of mi n orit y e d u c at or c a n di d at es t hr o u g h n et w or ki n g o p p ort u niti es, 

hiri n g, s u p p orti n g mi n orit y e d u c at ors, a n d pr o m oti n g m ulti c ult ur al a n d m ultir a ci al r el ati o ns. T h e 

st u d y e x pl or e d t h e r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n t h e  f a ct ors of p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n, t e a c h er a n d 

s c h o ol c o u ns el or e x p e ct ati o ns, Bl a c k t e a c h er e x p os ur e, a n d p e er i nfl u e n c e a n d e nr oll m e nt i n 

a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt c o urs e w or k. A d diti o n al i nfl u e n c es w er e e x a mi n e d t o d et er mi n e if a 

c orr el ati o n c o ul d b e dr a w n b et w e e n t h e d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n of b uil di n g a d mi nistr ati o n a n d 

A P e nr oll m e nt. T h e st u d y s h o w e d c ertifi e d st aff a n d p ers o n al/f a mili al f a ct ors as h a vi n g t h e 

gr e at est i nfl u e n c e o n Bl a c k st u d e nt A P e nr oll m e nt.  L e v er a gi n g c urr e nt st aff, r e cr uiti n g, a n d 

r et ai ni n g a m or e di v ers e st aff, a n d r e m o vi n g a n y fi n a n ci al b arri ers f or mi n orit y st u d e nts w er e all 

p ossi bl e s ol uti o ns off er e d t o i m pr o v e A P e nr oll m e nt. T h e o ut c o m es of t his st u d y b e n efitt e d 

s c h o ol pri n ci p als, ot h er s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, t e a c h ers, s c h o ol c o u ns el ors, a n d c o m m u nit y 

m e m b ers t o miti g at e t h e n e g ati v e i m p a ct of t h es e b arri ers. I n t ur n, a d dr essi n g t h es e iss u es will 

h el p t o s hri n k t h e c urr e nt o p p ort u nit y g a p f o u n d b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d W hit e st u d e nts i n A P 

c o urs es.  

 
 K e y w or ds: a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt, Bl a c k st u d e nts, e nr oll m e nt b arri ers  
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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S  

First, I w o ul d li k e t o t h a n k m y wif e, t h e r e al d o ct or of t h e f a mil y, Ir e n e M. Z ell er, O. D., 

f or h er l o v e, e n c o ur a g e m e nt, a n d s u p p ort t hr o u g h o ut t his j o ur n e y. T his d o es n ot h a p p e n wit h o ut 

y o ur criti c al e y e a n d willi n g n ess t o t hi n k diff er e ntl y. W h o k n e w t h at  t w e nt y y e ars aft er a f at ef ul 

g a m e of mi ni g olf t h at t h er e r e all y ar e t w o D o ct or Z ell ers. I l o v e y o u.    

T o m y c hil dr e n, E d w ar d a n d Willi a m, t h a n k y o u f or bri n gi n g a j o y i nt o m y lif e li k e n o 

ot h er. I a p pr e ci at e y o ur u ni q u e a n d v er y diff er e nt p ers o n aliti es. I als o a p pr e ci at e y o ur p ati e n c e 

a n d u n d erst a n di n g as I w or k e d t o a c c o m plis h t his lif el o n g g o al. It is m y h o p e t h at wit h t his y o u 

s e e t h at t hr o u g h h ar d w or k y o u c a n a c c o m plis h a n yt hi n g. W h e n y o u n e e d it, I will b e t h er e t o 

pi c k y o u u p, j ust as y o u w er e t h er e f or m e.   

T o m y p ar e nts, T h o m as,  a n d t h e l at e K ar e n ( B o ws er) Z ell er, t h a n k y o u f or r aisi n g m e i n a 

h o m e w h er e e d u c ati o n w as v al u e d. Y o ur s u p p ort a n d b eli ef i n m e w er e oft e n gr e at er t h a n t h e 

b eli ef I h a d i n m ys elf. Lif e cir c u mst a n c es t o o k y o u b ot h d o w n a diff er e nt p at h, b ut y o ur 

e n c o ur a g e m e nt t o p urs u e e d u c ati o n h as dri v e n m e t o t his t er mi n al d e gr e e.   

I a m gr at ef ul t o Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y f or t h e o p p ort u nit y t o p arti ci p at e i n t h e 

d o ct or al pr o gr a m. I a m es p e ci all y gr at ef ul t o m y c o m mitt e e c h air, Dr. J a n e B e es e. T h a n k y o u f or 

t h e n u m er o us c o n v ers ati o ns a n d e n c o ur a g e m e nt t hr o u g h o ut t his pr o c ess. E arl y o n I w as n ot  s ur e 

t h er e w as a s p a c e f or m e t o e x pl or e t his t o pi c, b ut y o u e n c o ur a g e d m e t o c arr y o n a n d I 

a p pr e ci at e t h at v er y m u c h.   

 T o t h e st u d e nts a n d st aff of Fr e m o nt R oss Hi g h S c h o ol, es p e ci all y T.I., t h a n k y o u f or 

t e a c hi n g m e m or e t h a n I e v er t a u g ht y o u. I w as a b eli e v er i n t h e i d e a of m erit o cr a c y, b ut y o u 

o p e n e d m y e y es t o t h e i n e q uit y t h at e xists wit hi n o ur s o ci et y. Y o u c h all e n g e d m e t o gr o w as a 

p ers o n a n d a n e d u c at or. Y o u as k e d m e, “ W h y d o I c ar e ? ” I h o p e t h at I h a v e s h o w n y o u t h at I d o.   
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C H A P T E R I :  I N T R O D U C TI O N  

Bl a c k st u d e nts i n pr e d o mi n a ntl y W hit e s c h o ols w er e c o nsist e ntl y d et er mi n e d t o b e u n d er -

e nr oll e d i n A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) c o urs es e v e n w h e n a c c ess t o s u c h c o urs es w as pr es e nt 

(J effri es & Sil v er n ail, 2 0 1 7; P atri c k et. al, 2 0 2 0; Ri c ci ar di  & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1). U n d erst a n di n g t h e 

r e as o ns w h y Bl a c k st u d e nts d o n ot e nr oll i n t h es e c o urs es is i m p ort a nt s o t h at w a ys t o i m pr o v e 

m atri c ul ati o n c a n b e d et er mi n e d a n d i m pl e m e nt e d. Hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als ar e i nstr u m e nt al i n 

bri n gi n g a b o ut eff e cti v e c h a n g e wit h t his iss u e b e c a us e of t h eir i n v ol v e m e nt i n s c h e d uli n g, 

st affi n g, a n d s u p p orti n g st u d e nts. I d e all y all st u d e nts, b ut es p e ci all y t h os e fr o m m ar gi n ali z e d 

p o p ul ati o ns , s h o ul d b e i n v ol v e d i n A P l e v el c o urs e w or k b e c a us e of t h e a d v a nt a g es t h at t h es e 

t y p es of cl ass es off er t h e m. St u d e nts w h o p arti ci p at e d i n A P c o urs e w or k w er e m or e li k el y t o g o 

t o c oll e g e, e ar n hi g h er gr a d es, a n d p erf or m b ett er o n hi g h-st a k es t ests li k e t h e  A C T ( At a h u e n e, 

2 0 2 1; C oll e g e B o ar d, n. d.; M c Killi p & R a wls, 2 0 1 3; Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1).  

B a c k g r o u n d of t h e P r o bl e m  

T h e A P pr o gr a m w as i niti all y i ntr o d u c e d i n t h e 1 9 5 0s as A m eri c a’s r es p o ns e t o 

w orl d wi d e e v e nts t hr e at e ni n g o ur st at us as t h e o nl y s u p er p o w er ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9). T h e C ol d 

W ar a n d K or e a n W ar c o n vi n c e d m a n y t h at r ef or ms i n t h e A m eri c a n e d u c ati o n al s yst e m w er e  

n e c ess ar y t o s h o w t h at A m eri c a n d e m o cr a c y w as b ett er t h a n C o m m u nis m. T h er e w as a d e m a n d 

f or t al e nt e d e n gi n e ers a n d s ci e ntists i n t h e U nit e d St at es b e c a us e t h e n ati o n h o p e d t o e x p a n d its 

i nfl u e n c e o n t h e gl o b al s c e n e ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9). At t h e o ns et, t h e A P pr o gr a m w as d esi g n e d t o 

c at er t o elit e st u d e nts as e vi d e n c e d b y a p ass a g e fr o m t h e G e n er al E d u c ati o n i n S c h o ol a n d 

C oll e g e c o m mitt e e r e p ort w hi c h st at e d, “ w hil e w e h a v e tri e d t o o utli n e a pr o gr a m of st u d y w hi c h 

w o ul d off er all st u d e nts of c oll e g e c ali b er  a b ett er e d u c ati o n, w e h a v e b e e n p arti c ul arl y 

c o n c er n e d a b o ut t h e s u p eri or st u d e nts ” ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9, p. 1 7 7). S e v er al d e c a d es aft er t h e 
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i n c e pti o n of t h e A P pr o gr a m, t h e first c o m m e nt ar y a b o ut r a ci al dis p arit y i n t h e A P pr o gr a m w as 

m e nti o n e d. Pr of ess or Willi a m R. H o c h m a n of C ol or a d o St at e U ni v ersit y i n 1 9 7 0 n ot e d, 

“ B e c a us e t h er e h a v e n ot b e e n m a n y Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es, s o m e p e o pl e r e g ar d t h e 

pr o gr a m as t o u c h e d wit h …‘i nstit uti o n al r a cis m’, t h at is, t h e v er y str u ct ur e of t h e pr o gr a m r es ults 

i n a n u ni nt e n d e d e x cl usi o n of Bl a c ks ” ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9, p. 1 8 6). Hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors 

m ust a c k n o wl e d g e p ast r a cis m i n t h e A P pr o gr a m a n d s h o ul d w or k p assi o n at el y wit h st u d e nts, 

p ar e nts, a n d t h e c o m m u nit y t o br e a k d o w n t h e r a ci al b arri ers f or Bl a c ks w h o d o n ot e nr oll i n A P 

c o urs es.  

W hil e t h er e h as b e e n s o m e i m pr o v e m e nt o v er t h e p ast t w o d e c a d es f or i n cr e as e d 

p arti ci p ati o n i n A P c o urs es b y Bl a c k st u d e nts, h ur dl es r e m ai n f or w h y t h e y ar e u n d err e pr es e nt e d 

i n t h es e cl ass es. R es e ar c h h as alr e a d y i d e ntifi e d s o m e of t h es e dis a d v a nt a g es, w hic h i n cl u d e d: 

p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n al l e v els, c o u ns el or r el ati o ns hi ps, t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns, a n d a l a c k of 

mi n orit y t e a c h ers ( Fl a n a g a n et. al, 2 0 2 0 ; Griss o m et. al, 2 0 2 0;  H o ust o n & X u, 2 0 1 6;  J effri es & 

Sil v er n ail, 2 0 1 7; M o n a g h a n et. al, 2 0 2 0;  Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1 ). W hil e Bl a c k st u d e nts h a v e 

t h e s a m e a c a d e mi c g o als as ot h er s u b gr o u ps, t h e y ar e n e g ati v el y i m p a ct e d b y t h e p er c e pti o n of 

p o or a c a d e mi c m oti v ati o n, w hi c h m a y b e a pr o d u ct of a n e n vir o n m e nt t h at pri oriti z es t h e W hit e, 

A m eri c a n, mi d dl e -cl ass as t h e n or m b y w hi c h all ot h er gr o u ps ar e j u d g e d ( R ust, 2 0 1 9).    

T h e C oll e g e B o ar d, w h o o v ers e es S A T e x a ms a n d A P e x a ms f or t h e s u c c essf ul tr a nsiti o n 

fr o m hi g h s c h o ol t o c oll e g e, h as d e v el o p e d r e c e nt pr o gr a ms t o m a k e A P c o urs es a c c essi bl e f or 

l o w-i n c o m e st u d e nts, m a n y of w h o m ar e Bl a c k a n d L ati n o, b e c a us e t h e y ar e a w ar e of t h e “ e q uit y 

g a p ” t h at e xists (J as c hi k, 2 0 1 9). D at a r e p ort e d fr o m J as c hi k ( 2 0 1 9) s h o w e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts 

r e pr es e nt e d 8. 8 % of e x a m t a k ers a n d 4. 3 % of e x a m t a k ers w h o e ar n e d a t hr e e or hi g h er o n at 

l e ast o n e e x a m, w h er e as W hit e st u d e nts r e pr es e nt e d 4 9.5 % of e x a m t a k ers a n d 5 4 % of e x a m 
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t a k ers w h o e ar n e d a t hr e e or hi g h er o n at l e ast o n e e x a m. T his st u d y will cl arif y, b y d es cri bi n g 

pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns, t h e b arri ers aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs e w or k. T h e 

hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als s el e ct e d f or p arti ci p ati o n i n t h e st u d y  w er e all m e m b ers of t h e Cl e v el a n d 

Ar e a Mi n orit y E d u c at ors R e cr uit m e nt Ass o ci ati o n ( C A M E R A) c o ns orti u m, w hi c h f o c us e d o n 

t h e r e cr uit m e nt a n d r et e nti o n of mi n orit y e d u c at or c a n di d at es. T h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m ai ms 

t o i n cr e as e t h e n u m b er of mi n orit y e d u c at ors t hr o u g h n et w or ki n g o p p ort u niti es, hiri n g, a n d 

s u p p orti n g mi n orit y e d u c at ors, pr o m oti n g m ulti c ult ur al a n d m ultir a ci al r el ati o ns, a n d s u p p orti n g 

t h e F ut ur e E d u c at ors of A m eri c a Cl u b. R e pr es e nti n g a wi d e arr a y of distri cts fr o m l ar g e ur b a n t o 

s u b ur b a n, wit h v ari e d l e v els of Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt a n d s o ci o e c o n o mi c st at us, t his st u d y, 

t hr o u g h s ur v e y of hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als, will o utli n e s e v er al pr a cti c al s ol uti o ns t o i m pr o v e 

Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es.    

St at e m e nt of t h e P r o bl e m  

A dis pr o p orti o n at e n u m b er of Bl a c k st u d e nts h a v e b e e n e x cl u d e d fr o m p arti ci p ati n g i n 

A P  c o urs es d u e t o i nstit uti o n al a n d e n vir o n m e nt al b arri ers (J as c hi k, 2 0 1 9; J effri es & Sil v er n ail, 

2 0 1 7; R o bi ns o n, 2 0 1 8). D at a fr o m t h e 2 0 1 5 -2 0 1 6 s c h o ol y e ar r e v e al e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts i n 

O hi o r e pr es e nt e d o nl y 4. 8 % of st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs e w or k a n d  o nl y 1 % r e c ei v e d a 

p assi n g s c or e ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1). N ati o n all y, t h er e w as a si g nifi c a nt dis cr e p a n c y b et w e e n 

W hit e a n d Bl a c k st u d e nt p erf or m a n c e o n A P e x a ms; 5 5 % of W hit e st u d e nts c o m p ar e d t o o nl y 

4. 3 % of Bl a c k st u d e nts p ass e d t h e A P e x a m ( At a h u e n e, 2 0 2 1; Ki m, 2 0 2 1). I n a n eff ort t o 

m ai nt ai n A P’s r e p ut ati o n as a c oll e g e -li k e e x p eri e n c e f or hi g h a c hi e vi n g st u d e nts, hi g h s c h o ols 

a cr oss t h e c o u ntr y h a v e r estri ct e d a c c ess t o A P c o urs es b y r e q uiri n g c ert ai n gr a d e p oi nt a v er a g es, 

st a n d ar di z e d t est s c or es, or r e c o m m e n d ati o ns fr o m s p e cifi c t e a c h ers ( St arr, 2 0 1 7). T his h as l e d t o 

u n e q u al a c c ess t o A P c o urs e w or k f or Bl a c k st u d e nts. R ot e n b er g ( 2 0 2 0 ) n ot e d t h at m a n y Bl a c k 
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st u d e nts att e n d e d hi g h s c h o ols wit h f e w t o n o A P c o urs es off er e d a n d s o m e c h os e t o n ot e nr oll 

e v e n w h e n t h er e w as a n o p p ort u nit y t o d o s o. St arr r el a y e d,  

t h e C oll e g e B o ar d, w hi c h a d mi nist ers t h e A P pr o gr a m, h as a c k n o wl e d g e d t h at 

si g nifi c a nt n u m b ers of Bl a c k a n d His p a ni c st u d e nts w h o h a v e t h e p ot e nti al t o 

s u c c e e d i n A P n e v er t a k e t h os e cl ass es, eit h er b e c a us e t h eir s c h o ols d o n’t off er 

t h e m or b e c a us e t h e y are n’t pl a c e d i nt o t h e m. ( 2 0 1 7, p. 7 2)  

C urr e nt r es e ar c h ers f elt f urt h er i n v esti g ati o n i nt o t h e e x p a nsi o n of s c h o ol -b as e d f a ct ors 

i nfl u e n ci n g A P c o urs e s el e cti o n w as w arr a nt e d t o hi g hli g ht t h e r es o ur c e a n d o p p ort u nit y g a p 

b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d W hit e st u d e nts ( Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1). K oll uri ( 2 0 1 8) c o nt e n d e d t h at 

r es e ar c h e x a mi ni n g s c h o ol pr a cti c es at t h e r o ot l e v el w as n e e d e d t o b ett er u n d erst a n d h o w t h e 

A P pr o gr a m i m p a ct e d hi g hs c h o ol ers t o d a y. S h o ul d Bl a c k st u d e nts c o nti n u e t o u n d er -e nr oll i n 

A P c o urs e w or k, f ar -r a n gi n g c o ns e q u e n c es will i n e vit a bl y aris e. St u d e nts w h o w er e n ot b ei n g 

pr o vi d e d t h e c h all e n g e of A P c o urs e w or k h a d b e e n s h o w n t o s uff er fr o m l o w er A C T s c or es, 

l o w er gr a d es, a n d w er e l ess li k el y t o e nr oll or b e s u c c essf ul i n c oll e g e pr o gr a ms (J effri es & 

Sil v er n ail, 2 0 1 7; K oll uri, 2 0 1 8; Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1).  

P u r p os e St at e m e nt  

 T h e p ur p os e of t his q u a ntit ati v e st u d y w as t o u n d erst a n d t h e p er c ei v e d r o a d bl o c ks t h at 

Bl a c k st u d e nts e x p eri e n c e d w h e n t h e y c h os e t o eit h er e nr oll or f or g o t h e o p p ort u nit y t o t a k e A P 

c o urs es fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als. A n e x a mi n ati o n of v ari a bl es s u c h as 

s o ci o e c o n o mi cs, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n al l e v els, e d u c at or a n d s c h o ol c o u ns el or r el ati o ns hi ps, p e er 

i nfl u e n c e, a n d a c c ess t o t e a c h ers of t h e s a m e r a c e will f a cilit at e f urt h er u n d erst a n di n g of t h e 

e d u c ati o n al c h oi c es m a d e b y Bl a c k st u d e nts, wit h t h e e n d g o al b ei n g s hri n k a g e of t h e 

o p p ort u nit y g a p t h at c urr e ntl y e xists i n A P c o urs es t o d a y. T his st u d y di d n ot pr o vi d e tr e at m e nts 
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or r e m e di es, b ut s o u g ht t o i d e ntif y t h e e xt er n al a n d i nstit uti o n al b arri ers i n hi biti n g Bl a c k st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt i n A P. O n c e hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors p oss ess e d t h e e vi d e n c e a b o ut w hi c h b arri ers 

w er e m ost i m p a ctf ul, t h e y c o ul d t h e n i m pl e m e nt miti g ati o n str at e gi es t o b ett er s er v e t h eir Bl a c k 

st u d e nts i n t h e A P e n vir o n m e nt.  

R ati o n al e a n d Si g nifi c a n c e of t h e St u d y  

T h e p ur p os e of t his st u d y w as t o cl arif y, b y d es cri bi n g pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns, t h e 

b arri ers aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs e w or k. U n d erst a n di n g t h e b eli efs a n d 

p er c e pti o ns of t h e hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m off er e d i n si g ht a b o ut 

w hi c h b arri ers w er e m ost i m p a ctf ul. W hil e Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es h as s h o w n 

i m pr o v e m e nt, t h e y still m atri c ul at e d i nt o t h es e c o urs es at a dis pr o p orti o n at el y l o w er r at e i n 

c o m p aris o n t o t h eir W hit e p e ers ( D arli n g -A d u a n a & H ei nri c h,  2 0 2 0; J effri es & Sil v er n ail, 2 0 1 7;  

K oll uri, 2 0 1 8;  P atri c k et al., 2 0 2 0; Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1).  E xisti n g lit er at ur e h as e x a mi n e d 

s e v er al pr e v al e nt b arri ers i n cl u di n g p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n l e v els, l a c k of mi n orit y 

t e a c h ers, a n d e d u c at or e x p e ct ati o ns ; h o w e v er, t his st u d y w as c o n d u ct e d wit h a s p e cifi c e m p h asis 

o n distri cts w h o f o c us t h eir c ertifi c at e d r e cr uit m e nt eff orts o n hiri n g a di v ers e st aff. T his 

distri ct wi d e f o c us e x pli citl y a d dr ess e d o n e of t h e i nstit uti o n al b arri ers f o u n d wit hi n e xisti n g 

lit er at ur e. T his st u d y w as d esi g n e d t o dis c o v er e x cl usi o n ar y a cts li miti n g Bl a c k st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es a n d t o d et er mi n e m or e i n cl usi v e pr a cti c es f or f ut ur e p ot e nti al e nr oll e es.  

T h e g o al of t his r es e ar c h w as t o pr o vi d e a b e n efit t o s o ci et y t hr o u g h t h e a ct of i m pr o vi n g 

o n e d u c ati o n al pr a cti c es t h at c a us e d a n o p p ort u nit y g a p b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d W hit e st u d e nts. 

Br e a ki n g d o w n t h e b arri ers w hi c h k e pt Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m A P c o urs e w or k wil l i n cr e as e 

a c a d e mi c o p p ort u nit y f or t his u n d err e pr es e nt e d p o p ul ati o n. Gr e at er a c c ess t o A P c o urs es will 

pr o vi d e a l e ar ni n g b e n efit t h at e xt e n ds i nt o p ost -s e c o n d ar y e nr oll m e nt a n d will m a k e it m or e 
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li k el y t h at a st u d e nt gr a d u at es fr o m c oll e g e. T his r es e ar c h will als o all o w hi g h s c h o ol 

a d mi nistr at ors t o b ett er i d e ntif y pr a cti c es t h at li mit Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es a n d 

a d dr ess t h os e iss u es wit hi n t h eir b uil di n gs or distri cts. T h e hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als c o ul d t h e n 

s h ar e w h at i nf or m ati o n t h e y u n c o v er e d wit h hi g h s c h o ol g ui d a n c e c o u ns el ors a n d hi g h s c h o ol 

t e a c h ers. T h e st u d y will b e n efit Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d t h eir f a mili es m ost dir e ctl y b ut will als o 

i m pr o v e t h e n ati o n b y cr e ati n g a hi g h er e d u cat e d w or kf or c e i n t h e T e c h n ol o g y A g e.  

T h e r es e ar c h st u d y will b e n efit e d u c ati o n b y e x a mi ni n g s c h o ol distri cts w h o pri oriti z e 

hiri n g mi n orit y c a n di d at es. W hil e a c k n o wl e d g e d as a c o ntri b uti n g f a ct or i n t h e r es e ar c h, littl e 

h as b e e n d o n e t o a d dr ess t his ar e a, e v e n t h o u g h t h e iss u e h as b e e n i d e nti fi e d. T h e di v ers e distri ct 

r e pr es e nt ati o n f o u n d wit hi n t h e st u d y will h el p t o b uil d c o nt e xt f or h o w pr a cti c es ar e si mil ar a n d 

diff er e nt wit hi n t h e distri cts. R e c o g ni zi n g pr a cti c es s h ar e d  c o m m o n aliti es d es pit e g e o gr a p hi c a n d 

d e m o gr a p hi c diff er e n c es will all o w t h e st u d y r es ults t o b e g e n er ali z e d a n d r e pli c at e d i n ot h er 

r e gi o ns f or f ut ur e i n v esti g ati o ns.  

R es e a r c h Q u esti o ns  

T h er e w er e f o ur q u esti o ns d esi g n e d t o l e ar n a b o ut hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns of 

b arri ers li miti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs e w or k. T h e r es e ar c h q u esti o ns w er e:  

1.  W h at is t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P  c o urs es i n hi g h s c h o ols wit hi n 

t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m as r e p ort e d b y pri n ci p als ? 

2.  A c c or di n g t o C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e s c h o ol -r el at e d f a ct ors t h at 

li mit Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es ?  

3.  Fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e p ers o n al a n d 

f a mili al f a ct ors t h at s er v e as b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es ?  
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4.  Is t h er e a st atisti c al diff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es 

a n d t h e d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs of s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, s u c h as r a c e, y e ars of 

e x p eri e n c e, or g e n d er ?  

O v e r vi e w of M et h o d ol o g y  

  T h e r es e ar c h st u d y us e d a q u a ntit ati v e, d es cri pti v e 2 5 -q u esti o n s ur v e y t o e x a mi n e t h e 

hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors’ p er c e pti o ns of b arri ers aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P 

c o urs es. T h e s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt c oll e ct e d i nf or m ati o n fr o m a gr o u p of pri n ci p als w h o w er e 

C A M E R A c o ns orti u m m e m b ers. T h e y w er e d e di c at e d t o c ult ur al r es p o nsi v e n ess b y a cti v el y 

att e m pti n g t o r e cr uit m or e mi n oriti es i nt o t h e e d u c ati o n pr of essi o n. T h e c e ns us s ur v e y 

i nstr u m e nt cr e at e d b y m e  w as d esi g n e d, c o m pl et e d, a n d diss e mi n at e d usi n g t h e S ur v e y M o n k e y 

pl atf or m. E a c h s e cti o n of t h e c e ns us s ur v e y w as t et h er e d t o s p e cifi c r es e ar c h q u esti o ns e x pl or e d 

i n t h e st u d y. T h e st u d y v ari a bl es i n cl u d e d hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns of Bl a c k st u d e nt 

r e pr es e nt ati o n i n A P, s c h o ol a n d p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors, a n d diff er e n c es b et w e e n a d mi nistr ati v e 

d e m o gr a p hi cs a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P.  

A p pr o xi m at el y 1 0 9  hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m s atisfi e d t h e 

crit eri a f or p arti ci p ati o n. C A M E R A c o nsist e d of 2 0 p u bli c s c h o ol distri cts wit h t y p ol o gi es 

r a n gi n g b et w e e n T y p ol o g y C o d e 4- S m all T o w n –  Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & A v er a g e St u d e nt 

P o p ul ati o n Si z e t o T y p ol o g y C o d e 8 - Ur b a n –  V er y Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & V er y L ar g e St u d e nt 

P o p ul ati o n as i d e ntifi e d b y t h e O hi o D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n’s 2 0 1 3 S c h o ol Distri ct T y p ol o g y 

r e p ort. T h e st u d y utili z e d n o n -pr o b a bilit y s a m pli n g, m e a ni n g t h at it di d n ot i n v ol v e r a n d o m 

s el e cti o n of p arti ci p a nts. T h e s a m pl e p arti ci p a nts w er e i nt e nti o n all y s el e ct e d t o g ai n t h eir 

p ers p e cti v e o n t h e st u d y q u esti o ns ( Tr o c hi m  et al ., 2 0 1 6). C o n v e ni e n c e s a m pli n g w as als o us e d 
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b e c a us e I a m e m pl o y e d i n a p arti ci p ati n g C A M E R A distri ct, w hi c h i n cr e as e d t h e a c c ess t o t h e 

s a m pl e p o p ul ati o n ( K ot h ari, 2 0 0 4).  

T h e o n e -ti m e s ur v e y w as di vi d e d i nt o f o ur s e p ar at e p arts t o c oll e ct t h e d at a n e c ess ar y t o 

e x pl or e t h e c e ntr al q u esti o n of t h e st u d y: W h at ar e hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns of b arri ers 

aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es ? T h e c orr el ati o n al r es e ar c h c o n d u ct e d wit hi n 

t h e st u d y w as d esi g n e d t o b e n o n-e x p eri m e nt al b e c a us e t h er e w as n o c o ntr ol gr o u p or r e m e d y 

a p pli e d t o s u bj e cts ( Fi el d, 2 0 1 8). T h e s el e ct e d it e ms ass ess e d t h e hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ 

p er c e pti o n o n s c h o ol f a ct ors a n d p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors t h at i nfl u e n c e Bl a c k e nr oll m e nt i n A P. 

A d diti o n all y, t h e i nstr u m e nt g at h er e d d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n o n t h e r es p o n d e nt a n d t h eir 

s c h o ol distri ct t o d et er mi n e w h et h er t h er e w er e diff er e n c es i n t h e d at a. T h e s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt 

ali g n e d t o t h e t h e m es e m er gi n g fr o m t h e t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or k a n d pr e vi o us lit er at ur e r e g ar di n g 

li miti n g f a ct ors f or Bl a c k st u d e nts i n a c c essi n g A P c o urs e w or k.  

U p o n a p pr o v al fr o m t h e I nt er n al R e vi e w B o ar d (I R B) at Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y t o 

st u d y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, a pr e vi o usl y d e v el o p e d c a n di d at e list w as us e d t o d eli v er t h e s ur v e y 

i nstr u m e nt. T h e d at a c oll e cti o n pl atf or m utili z e d b y m e  w as S ur v e y M o n k e y, w h er e e a c h 

p ot e nti al r es p o n d e nt c o ul d h a v e t h e s ur v e y d eli v er e d vi a e m ail. T h e c oll e ct e d i nf or m ati o n w as 

t h e n d o w nl o a d e d a n d tr a nsf err e d t o Mi cr os oft E x c el, v ersi o n 1 6. 7 1 t o or g a ni z e a n d r e vi e w w h at 

w as s u b mitt e d b y t h e r es p o n d e nts. O n c e  t h e d at a w as s cr ee n e d wit hi n E x c el, t h e i nf or m ati o n w as 

l o a d e d i nt o t h e I B M S P S S St atisti cs pr o gr a m. I us e d S P S S v ersi o n 2 9. 0. 0. 0 ( 2 4 1) pr o vi d e d b y 

t h e Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y a p p st or e. D es cri pti v e a n d i nf er e nti al st atisti cs w er e t h e n us e d 

t o or g a ni z e t h e d at a i n a w a y t h at w o ul d s h o w c o m m o n c h ar a ct eristi cs of t h e hi g h s c h o ol 

pri n ci p als a n d t h e distri cts wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m.  
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Li mit ati o ns of t h e St u d y  

I n t his st u d y, a q u a ntit ati v e t o ol w as us e d t o c oll e ct d at a fr o m N ort h e ast er n O hi o s c h o ol 

distri cts w h o p arti ci p at e i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m. T h e st u d y di d n ot c o v er all b arri ers b ut 

s o u g ht t o d et er mi n e w hi c h w er e m ost pr e v al e nt. S e v er al ot h er b arri ers w er e o mitt e d fr o m t h e 

s ur v e y t o m a k e it m or e m a n a g e a bl e. E x a m pl es of t h e o mitt e d b arri ers i n cl u d e d: gift e d 

i d e ntifi c ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts, a n ex a mi n ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es i n r ur al s c h o ol 

distri cts, a n d Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n h o n ors or a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs es. W hil e e a c h of t h es e 

iss u es m erit f urt h er i n v esti g ati o n, t h e y w er e b e y o n d t h e s c o p e of w h at t his r es e ar c h st u d y 

e x a mi n e d.  

M y  p ers o n al bi as pr es e nt e d a li mit ati o n of t h e st u d y. I h a v e p ers o n all y o bs er v e d t h e 

li mit e d e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es t h at h a d cr e at e d a b eli ef s yst e m t h at t his 

pr a cti c e w as p er v asi v e i n m ost e d u c ati o n al e n vir o n m e nts. T h e st u d y di d n ot i ntr o d u c e a r e m e d y, 

tr e at m e nt, or pr o gr a m t o i n cr e as e e nr oll m e nt, r at h er it pri oriti z e d w hi c h s c h o ol a n d 

p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors w er e b arri ers  t h at w arr a nt e d f o c us. W hil e o n e c o ul d ar g u e t h at t h e 

b arri ers i n t his st u d y c o ul d b e e x a mi n e d fr o m t h e t e a c hi n g st a ff, st u d e nt, a n d p ar e nt p ers p e cti v e, 

t his st u d y f o c us e d o n a d mi nistr at ors. T his w as d u e t o t h eir a bilit y t o m a k e d e cisi o ns w hi c h 

i m p a ct e d c urri c ul u m d e v el o p m e nt a n d cl ass e nr oll m e nt wit hi n a c o ns orti u m hi g h s c h o ol. B y 

i d e ntif yi n g t h e m ost pr e v al e nt b arri ers, a d mi nistr at ors c o ul d str at e gi c all y pl a n t o h el p t h eir Bl a c k 

st u d e nts o v er c o m e t h e iss u e a n d s hri n k t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p c urr e ntl y e xisti n g b et w e e n W hit e a n d 

Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P. F ut ur e r es e ar c h c o ul d o v er c o m e t h e li mit ati o ns b y i n cr e asi n g s a m pl e si z e 

t o i n cl u d e ot h er a d mi nistr at ors, g ui d a n c e c o u ns el ors, a n d A P t e a c h ers or b y i nt er vi e wi n g 

st u d e nts a n d/ or t h eir p ar e nts t o d et er mi n e w h at t h e y f elt w er e b arri ers t o A P c o urs e w or k.  
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D efi niti o n of Te r ms  

 T h e f oll o wi n g s e cti o n pr o vi d es t h e o p er ati o n al d efi niti o ns of v er bi a g e f o u n d a n d 

c o nt e xt u all y us e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e st u d y.  

A c c ess/ A c c essi bilit y: B ei n g a bl e t o r e c ei v e t h e s a m e o p p ort u nit y f or r es o ur c es i n t h e s a m e  

m a n n er as n o n -mi n oriti z e d p e ers ( Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1).  

A cti n g W hit e: A l a b el pl a c e d o n hi g h a c hi e vi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts b y ot h er Bl a c k st u d e nts t h at is  

p er c ei v e d t o b e n e g ati v e wit hi n t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y. Wit hi n t h e W hit e c o m m u nit y hi g h 

a c hi e vi n g st u d e nts ar e c all e d n er ds b ut t h e a cti n g w hit e l a b el is ass o ci at e d wit h r a c e 

(C o o k & L u d wi g, 1 9 9 8; P et ers o n -L e wis & Br att o n, 2 0 0 4; T at u m, 2 0 1 7).  

A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P): A pr o gr a m d e v el o p e d i n t h e 1 9 5 0s w h er e c oll e g e -l e v el c o urs es ar e  

off er e d at t h e hi g h s c h o ol l e v el. Wit h t h e p ass a g e of a n e n d -of -c o urs e e x a m, st u d e nts m a y 

e ar n c oll e g e cr e dit. As of 2 0 2 0, 2. 6 milli o n st u d e nts w er e i n v ol v e d i n 3 8 diff er e nt A P 

c o urs es ( Ki m, 2 0 2 1; K oll uri, 2 0 1 8; R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9).  

Affir m ati v e A cti o n: E x e c uti v e Or d ers si g n e d b y b ot h Pr esi d e nt K e n n e d y a n d Pr esi d e nt   

 J o h ns o n, w hi c h est a blis h e d l a ws pr o hi biti n g dis cri mi n ati o n i n e m pl o y m e nt pr a cti c es      

b as e d o n r a c e, c ol or, cr e e d, or n ati o n al ori gi n. Pr esi d e nt J o h ns o n l at er a m e n d e d t h e  

 Or d er t o i n cl u d e s e x ( L a ds o n -Billi n gs, 2 0 2 1; M orris, 2 0 0 1).  

Cl e v el a n d Ar e a Mi n orit y E d u c at or R e cr uit m e nt Ass o ci ati o n ( C A M E R A): A c o ns orti u m of 2 0  

s c h o ol distri cts i n N ort h e ast O hi o w h o s h ar e a c o m m o n g o al of d e v el o pi n g m or e mi n orit y 

e d u c at ors t o b ett er s er v e t h e n e e ds of a di v ers e st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n.  

C ertifi c at e d: T h es e ar e p ositi o ns wit hi n a s c h o ol distri ct t h at r e q uir e a p ers o n t o h a v e a  

pr of essi o n al c ertifi c at e or li c e ns e as a m et h o d t o pr o v e t h eir q u alifi c ati o ns f or t h e 

p ositi o n. E x a m pl es of c ertifi c at e d st aff ar e t e a c h ers, a d mi nistr at ors, g ui d a n c e c o u ns el ors, 
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a n d t h os e o p er ati n g i n r el at e d s er vi c es ( S p e e c h L a n g u a g e P at h ol o gists, O c c u p ati o n al 

T h er a pists, P h ysi c al T h er a pists).  

Criti c al R a c e T h e or y ( C R T): A fr a m e w or k us e d t o e x a mi n e r a c e i n s c h o ols a n d i n s o ci et y.   

Ori gi n all y d e v el o p e d t o e x a mi n e r a cis m wit hi n t h e l e g al s yst e m, C R T i n e d u c ati o n is 

b as e d o n fi v e t e n ets: 1) R a cis m is n or m al; 2) I nt er est C o n v er g e n c e (s e e I nt er est 

C o n v er g e n c e; 3) R a c e as a s o ci al c o nstr u cti o n; 4) I nt ers e cti o n alit y a n d A nti -Ess e nti alis m; 

a n d 5) V oi c e or C o u nt er -N arr ati v e.  T h e l e a d ers of C R T a gr e e t h at r a cis m is a n 

est a blis h e d pr a cti c e i n t h e U nit e d St at es ( D el g a d o & St ef a n ci c, 2 01 2 ; H o c hs c hil d, 1 9 8 4; 

L a ds o n -Billi n gs, 2 0 2 1).  

Ess e nti alis m: A b eli ef t h at all p e o pl e p er c ei v e d t o b e i n a si n gl e gr o u p t hi n k, a ct, a n d b eli e v e 

 t h e s a m e t hi n gs ( L a ds o n-Billi n gs, 2 0 2 1).  

I nt er est C o n v er g e n c e T h e or y: T h e i d e a t h at t h e m aj orit y will o nl y s u p p ort t h e mi n orit y gr o u p if  

t h er e is s o m et hi n g of b e n efit f or t h e m aj orit y gr o u p.  Criti c al R a c e T h e orists p oi nt t o 

 m a n y of t h e Ci vil Ri g hts l a ws of t h e 1 9 6 0s as e x a m pl es of i nt er est c o n v er g e n c e t h e or y.  

 W hil e t h es e l a ws b e n efitt e d Bl a c k citi z e ns, t h e y als o b e n efitt e d W hit e citi z e ns,   

 p arti c ul arl y W hit e w o m e n i n gr e at er n u m b ers ( L a ds o n -Billi n gs, 2 0 2 1; M orris, 2 0 0 1).  

O p p ort u nit y G a p: T h e g a p f o u n d b et w e e n W hit e st u d e nts a n d mi n orit y st u d e nts, p arti c ul arl y  

Bl a c k st u d e nts, li miti n g a c c ess t o hi g h er l e v el c o urs e w or k ( K oll uri, 2 0 1 8).  

R a ci al O p p ort u nit y C ost: Hi g h -p erf or mi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts i d e ntif y r a ci al o p p ort u nit y c ost as  

s o m et hi n g t h e y m ust c o nsi d er b ef or e e nr olli n g i n hi g h er -l e v el c o urs e w or k. B y e nr olli n g 

i n hi g h er-l e v el c o urs es, t h e y c a n b e ali e n at e d b y t h eir Bl a c k p e ers b e c a us e t h e y ar e a cti n g 

W hit e ( C h a m b ers & H u g gi ns, 2 0 1 4).  

R a cis m: C ult ur all y s a n cti o n e d b eli efs w hi c h, r e g ar dl ess of t h e i nt e nti o ns i n v ol v e d, d ef e n d e d t h e  
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a d v a nt a g es W hit es h a v e b e c a us e of t h e s u b or di n at e d p ositi o ns of r a ci al mi n oriti es 

( W ell m a n, 1 9 7 7). 

S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e or y ( SI T): T h e c at e g ori z ati o n of t h e w orl d i nt o i n gr o u p a n d o ut gr o u p  

s u b c at e g ori es all o wi n g p e o pl e t o c o nstr u ct a s o ci al i d e ntit y of w h er e t h e y b el o n g b as e d 

o n t h eir s h ar e d t h o u g hts a n d f e eli n gs ( T ajf el, 1 9 7 2 ; W or c h el et al., 2 0 0 0 ). 

Tr a c ki n g: T h e e d u c ati o n al pr a cti c e of pl a ci n g st u d e nts i n c o h orts b as e d o n a c hi e v e m e nt.    

 T esti n g f or t h es e tr a c ks c a n b e gi n as e arl y as s e c o n d gr a d e. St u d e nts w h o miss b ei n g   

pl a c e d o n a hi g h er a c a d e mi c tr a c k h a v e t h eir a bilit y t o a c c ess hi g h er l e v el c o urs es   

 li mit e d, eff e cti v el y cr e ati n g a n e d u c ati o n al c ast e s yst e m ( A n d ers o n, 2 0 2 0; M or g a n, 2 0 2 0; 

 Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1; R o e g m a n & H at c h, 2 0 1 6) .   

V o u c h ers: A s yst e m w h er e p ar e nts c a n t a k e t h e e d u c ati o n al d oll ars all o c at e d f or t h eir st u d e nt a n d 

 utili z e t h e m o n e y t o p a y t uiti o n at a n o n -p u bli c s c h o ol (J o h ns o n & L ar wi n, 2 0 2 0).  

S u m m a r y  

  T his st u d y w as d esi g n e d t o cl arif y, b y d es cri bi n g pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns, t h e b arri ers 

aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) c o urs e w or k.  E x a mi ni n g t h e 

lit er at ur e s urr o u n di n g t h e t o pi c of Bl a c k st u d e nt a c c ess t o A P c o urs e w or k, t h e m es of t h e i m p a ct 

of p o v ert y, t e a c h er a n d c o u ns el or e x p e ct ati o ns, a n d c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n l e v els e m er g e d, w hi c h 

will b e f urt h er el a b or at e d i n C h a pt er II. T h e st u d y  w as f urt h er s u p p ort e d i n e x a mi ni n g t h e 

t h e or eti c al lit er at ur e of h o w r a cis m, Criti c al R a c e T h e or y a n d S o ci al I d e ntit y t h e or y h a v e pl a y e d 

r ol es i n t h e e d u c ati o n al e x p eri e n c es of Bl a c k st u d e nts, w hi c h will b e d et ail e d i n C h a pt er II. T h e 

d e e p -r o ot e d i nstit uti o n al r a cis m f o u n d wit hi n o ur s o ci et y h as i m p a ct e d Bl a c k st u d e nt a c c ess t o 

e d u c ati o n al o p p o rt u nit y a n d h as l e d t o m a n y Bl a c k st u d e nts t o b ei n g u n d ers er v e d a n d l ess 

pr e p ar e d f or p ost -s e c o n d ar y s u c c ess.  



1 3  
 

 T h e p ur p os e of t his q u a ntit ati v e st u d y w as t o u n d erst a n d t h e b arri ers Bl a c k st u d e nts f a c e d 

w h e n att e m pti n g t o g ai n a c c ess t o A P c o urs e w or k. T h e o ut c o m e of t h e st u d y w as t o i d e ntif y t h e 

r o a d bl o c ks a n d c o nsi d er w a ys t o a d dr ess t h os e b arri ers t o d e v el o p m or e e q uit a bl e a n d 

pr o p orti o n at e l e ar ni n g e n vir o n m e nts wit hi n A P cl assr o o ms. B y pr o vi di n g s c h o ols wit h r el e v a nt 

d at a, I i nt e n d e d t o h el p hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als i d e ntif y e x cl usi o n ar y pr a cti c es wit hi n t h eir A P 

pr o gr a ms a n d t o d e v el o p pr o c ess es t h at will all o w f or  s hri n k a g e of t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p wit h 

Bl a c k st u d e nts w h e n c o m p ar e d wit h t h eir W hit e p e ers.  
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C H A P T E R II :  LI T E R A T U R E R E VI E W  

E d u c ati o n i n e q u alit y i n t h e U nit e d St at es i n s e v er al diff er e nt f or ms h as e xist e d f or 

c e nt uri es. T his i n e q u alit y h as b e e n wit n ess e d i n s c h o ol distri ct f u n di n g all o c ati o n, i n t h e q u alit y 

of e d u c ati o n, a n d i n t h e a c c ess t o st u d e nt r es o ur c es ( A ys c u e & Orfi el d, 2 0 14 ; Wi c k h a m & 

M ull e n, 2 0 2 1) . W hil e o v ert pr a cti c es of dis cri mi n ati o n h a v e b e e n eli mi n at e d b y c as e l a w, m a n y 

mi n orit y st u d e nts ar e still u n a bl e t o a c c ess e d u c ati o n i n t h e s a m e m a n n er as t h eir W hit e p e ers . As 

r e p ort e d fr o m t h e N o wi c ki & U.S . G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e ( 2 0 1 8), t h er e w er e 4 8 0 

ci vil ri g hts c o m pl ai nts r e g ar di n g a c c essi bilit y a n d r es o ur c e iss u es f or mi n orit y st u d e nts b et w e e n 

Fis c al Y e ar 2 0 1 1 -2 0 1 7 ( p. 6 2). Mi n orit y st u d e nts, w h e n c o m p ar e d t o t h eir W hit e p e ers, h a v e 

e x p eri e n c e d li mit e d a c c ess t o a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k. J effri es & Sil v er n ail ( 2 0 1 7), P atri c k et 

al. ( 2 0 2 0), a n d Ri c c ar di & Wi nsl er ( 2 0 2 1) s h e d li g ht o n t his n ati o n wi d e pr o bl e m w h e n t h e y 

i d e ntifie d dis cr e p a n ci es b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d L ati n x st u d e nts i n s c h o ol a n d i n t h os e w h o t a k e 

A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) l e v el c o urs e w or k . W hil e Bl a c k st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n i n A P 

c o urs e w or k e x p a n d e d b y o v er 2 0 0 % fr o m 1 9 9 4 -2 0 1 3, Bl a c k st u d e nts s c or e d c o nsi d er a bl y l o w er 

t h a n t h eir p e ers ( D arli n g-A d u a n a & H ei nri c h, 2 0 2 0; K oll uri, 2 0 1 8). A c c or di n g t o C h att erji et al. 

( 2 0 2 1), f or e v er y 1, 0 0 0 Bl ac k O hi o st u d e nts d uri n g t h e 2 0 1 5 -2 0 1 6 s c h o ol y e ar: 4 8 w o ul d t a k e a n 

A P c o urs e; 3 6 w o ul d t a k e a n A P t est; a n d o nl y 1 0 w o ul d r e c ei v e a t hr e e or hi g h er ( p. 2 1). K oll uri 

( 2 0 1 8) n ot e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e u n d er-e nr oll e d  i n e v er y a v ail a bl e A P c o urs e w h e n 

c o m p ar e d t o ot h er r a ci al gr o u ps . T h e C oll e g e B o ar d i n its R e p ort t o t h e N ati o n ( 2 0 1 4) als o n ot e d 

t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e u n d err e pr es e nt e d i n A P c o urs es b y 5. 3 % i n c o m p aris o n t o t h e t ot al 

n u m b er of Bl a c k st u d e nt gr a d u at es ( 1 4. 5 %) a n d t o t h os e w h o t o o k a n A P t est ( 9. 2 %) ( p. 3 0).  

R ot e n b er g ( 2 0 2 0 ) st at e d t h at s e gr e g ati o n c a us e d Bl a c k, L ati n x, a n d l o w-i n c o m e st u d e nts 

t o e nt er s c h o ol b e hi n d t h eir p e ers a n d t h at t h e y w er e off er e d  f e w er r es o ur c es. A d diti o n all y, w h e n 
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d at a fr o m t h e U. S. D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n Offi c e f or Ci vil Ri g hts ( 2 0 1 4) w as e v al u at e d, 

mi n oriti es s u c h as Bl a c k a n d L ati n x, w er e f o u n d t o c o m pris e o nl y 2 7 % of st u d e nts t a ki n g A P 

cl ass es, y et t h e y m a d e u p 3 7 % of st u d e nts i n hi g h s c h o ols. A c c or di n g t o R ot e n b er g ( 2 0 2 0 ), m a n y 

of t h es e st u d e nts att e n d e d hi g h s c h o ols t h at di d n ot off er A P cl ass es, a n d e v e n w h e n off er e d, t h e y 

di d n ot m atri c ul at e i n t h es e c o urs es. W hil e e x pl or ati o n of L ati n x u n d er e nr oll m e nt i n A P 

w arr a nt e d f urt h er c o nsi d er ati o n, t h e f o c us of t hi s lit er at ur e r e vi e w p ert ai n e d t o t h e Bl a c k 

e x p eri e n c e wit hi n A P c o urs e w or k.  

W h e n t h e iss u es t h at c a us e d t h e e x cl usi o n of mi n orit y st u d e nts fr o m A P l e v el c o urs e w or k 

w er e e x a mi n e d, it b e c a m e a p p ar e nt t h at m ulti pl e f a ct ors c o ntri b ut e d t o t h e pr o bl e m. T h es e 

i n cl u d e d: p o v ert y, c o u ns el or r el ati o ns hi ps, t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns, a n d a l a c k of mi n orit y t e a c h ers. 

T h es e iss u es c ul mi n at e d at hi g h s c h o ol b ut w er e f or m e d at t h e e arli est st a g es of a c hil d’s 

e d u c ati o n al e x p eri e n c e. It w as e vi d e nt t h at st u d e nts w h o p arti ci p at e d i n A P c o urs e w or k w er e 

m or e li k el y t o g o t o c oll e g e, e ar n hi g h er o v er all gr a d es, a n d p erf or m b ett er o n hi g h -st a k es t ests , 

li k e t h e A C T ( At a h u e n e, 2 0 2 1; C oll e g e B o ar d, n. d.; M c Killi p & R a wls, 2 0 1 3; Ri c ci ar di & 

Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1). C o ntr aril y, V el a et al. ( 2 0 2 0) f o u n d t h at t h os e st u d e nts w h o w er e n ot i n 

a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs es c arri e d a p er c e pti o n t h at t h eir s c h o ols c ar e d l ess a b o ut  t h e m as st u d e nts 

a n d p e o pl e. T h es e dis p ar at e e x p eri e n c es i nfl u e n c e d t h e p ost -s e c o n d ar y o p p ort u niti es of st u d e nts.   

 A P c o urs e w or k w as d e v el o p e d t o pr o vi d e a r o b ust, c oll e g e -li k e e x p eri e n c e f or elit e 

st u d e nts i n hi g h s c h o ol, m ost of w h o m w er e W hit e. W h e n t h e m or e r e c e nt t est s c or es of st u d e nts 

i n A P w er e e x a mi n e d, Bl a c k st u d e nts r e pr es e nt e d o nl y 4. 3 % of A P e x a m t a k ers s c ori n g a t hr e e 

or hi g h er. I n c o m p aris o n, 5 5 % of W hit e st u d e nts r e c ei v e d a s c or e of t hr e e  or hi g h er. T his 

dis p arit y cr e at e d a b arri er t o Bl a c k st u d e nt s u c c ess i n c oll e g e b e c a us e Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e t h e n 

u n d er pr e p ar e d f or t h e ri g or of c oll e g e w or k ( At a h u e n e,  2 0 2 1; Ki m, 2 0 2 1). M ars h & N o g u er a 
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( 2 0 1 7) a n d R ust ( 2 0 1 9) i n di c at e d t h at w hil e mi n orit y st u d e nts h a d t h e s a m e a c a d e mi c g o als of 

ot h er s u b gr o u ps, t h e y w er e n e g ati v el y i m p a ct e d b y t h e p er c e pti o n of p o or a c a d e mi c m oti v ati o n, 

w hi c h m a y h a v e b e e n a pr o d u ct of a n e n vir o n m e nt t h at pri oriti z e d t h e W hit e, A m eri c a n, mi d dl e -

cl ass as t h e n or m b y w hi c h all ot h er gr o u ps w er e j u d g e d.  

Hist o ri c al C o nt e xt  
T h e p er v asi v e eff e cts of s e gr e g ati o n h a v e p ersist e d i n s c h o ols t o d a y, wit h t h e a c c ess t o 

A P c o urs e w or k f or Bl a c k st u d e nts b ei n g o n e s u c h c or oll ar y. U n d erst a n di n g t h e hist or y of 

s e gr e g ati o n, t h e l a n d m ar k c o urt c as es, t h e g o v er n m e nt o v ersi g ht i nt o e d u c ati o n,  a n d t h e cr e ati o n 

of a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt c o urs e w or k c o ntri b ut es t o o n e’s c o m pr e h e nsi o n of t h e s c o p e of t o d a y’s 

si g nifi c a nt iss u es. Fr eir e ( 1 9 7 0) d es cri b e d h o w b ot h t h e o p pr ess or a n d t h e o p pr ess e d h a v e 

dist ort e d r e aliti es. T h e hist or y of A m eri c a s h o w e d W hit e  e x pl oit ati o n a n d o p pr essi o n of Bl a c ks 

t hr o u g h o ut ti m e. Pr of o u n d c h a n g es m a nif est e d i n t h e 2 0-y e ar p eri o d b et w e e n 1 9 5 0 -1 9 7 0. W hil e 

t h es e c h a n g es m a d e stri d es i n cl osi n g t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p t h at e xist e d b et w e e n Bl a c ks a n d 

W hit es, t h e g a p r e m ai n e d fir ml y i n pl a c e. D uri n g t h e Ci vil Ri g hts Er a, t h e l a ws p er c ei v e d t o 

e m p o w er Bl a c k citi z e ns w er e p ass e d f or t h e b e n efit of k e e pi n g W hit es i n p o w er. Fr eir e  ( 1 9 7 0) 

n ot e d t h at t h e attit u d e of “ h a vi n g m or e ” w as vi e w e d as a n i n ali e n a bl e ri g ht b y t h e r uli n g cl ass 

( W hit es) a n d if t h e o p pr ess e d ( Bl a c ks) di d n ot h a v e m or e, it w as b e c a us e t h e y n e e d e d t o b e m or e 

i n d ustri o us. T his vi e w, r es e ar c h s h o w e d, est a blis h e d b arri ers t h at n e g ati v el y i m p a ct e d Bl a c k 

st u d e nts i n s c h o ols wit h i n cr e as e d dis ci pli n e r at es a n d l o w er a c hi e v e m e nt f o r st u d e nts of c ol or.   
S e p a r at e b ut E q u al  
 I n 1 8 9 6, Pl ess y v. F er g us o n  “ u p h el d t h e c o nstit uti o n alit y of s e gr e g ati o n b as e d o n r a c e f or 

p u bli c f a ciliti es, s o l o n g as ‘s e p ar at e b ut e q u al’ f a ciliti es w er e i n pl a c e ” ( M arti n & Br o o ks, 

2 0 2 0). A c c or di n g t o Cr e ns h a w  et al.  ( 1 9 9 5), t h e c o urt’s r uli n g i g n or e d t h e hist ori c al str atifi c ati o n 
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of t h e W hit e a n d Bl a c k r a c es i n A m eri c a at t h at ti m e. T his ‘ c ol or -bli n d n ess’ of t h e C o nstit uti o n 

r es ult e d i n h ars h r es ults f or Bl a c ks. I n his diss e nt, J usti c e H arl a n ar g u e d:  

E v er y o n e k n o ws t h at t h e st at ut e i n q u esti o n h a d its ori gi n i n t h e p ur p os e, n ot s o 

m u c h t o e x cl u d e a W hit e p ers o n fr o m r ailr o a d c ars o c c u pi e d b y Bl a c ks, as t o 

e x cl u d e c ol or e d p e o pl e fr o m c o a c h es o c c u pi e d b y or assi g n e d t o W hit e p ers o ns. 

T h e t hi n g t o a c c o m pl is h w as, u n d er t h e g uis e of gi vi n g e q u al a c c o m m o d ati o n f or 

W hit es a n d Bl a c ks, t o c o m p el t h e l att er t o k e e p t o t h e ms el v es w hil e tr a v eli n g i n 

r ailr o a d p ass e n g er c o a c h es. ( Pl ess y v. F er g us o n, 1 8 9 6, 1 6 3 U. S. 5 5 7)  

W hil e H arl a n w as cit e d as a c o nt e m p or ar y f or his pr o cl a m ati o n t h at Bl a c ks d es er v e d e q u alit y 

u n d er t h e l a w, e v e n i n his diss e nt h e affir m e d t h at,  

T h e W hit e r a c e d e e ms its elf t o b e t h e d o mi n a nt r a c e i n t his c o u ntr y. A n d s o it is i n 

pr esti g e, i n a c hi e v e m e nts, i n e d u c ati o n, i n w e alt h a n d i n p o w er. S o, I d o u bt n ot, it 

will c o nti n u e t o b e f or all ti m e if it r e m ai ns tr u e t o its gr e at h erit a g e a n d h ol ds f a st 

t o t h e pri n ci pl es of c o nstit uti o n al li b ert y. (Pl ess y v. F er g us o n , 1 8 9 6, 1 6 3 U. S. 

5 5 9)  

T his a c k n o wl e d g e m e nt t h at W hit es w er e t h e d o mi n a nt r a c e f urt h er e ntr e n c h e d l o n g -st a n di n g 

o v ert pr a cti c es of r a cis m t h at w er e pr es e nt b ef or e t h e f o u n di n g of t h e c o u ntr y. T h e m ost n ot a bl e 

a ct w as t h e C o nstit uti o n al C o n v e nti o n, w h er e t h e iss u e of sl a v er y w as h otl y c o nt est e d. 

E v e nt u all y, a n a gr e e m e nt w as r e a c h e d w h e r e b y t h e e nsl a v e d p ers o n w o ul d b e c o nsi d er e d 3/ 5t hs 

of a p ers o n f or t a x ati o n a n d r e pr es e nt ati o n p ur p os es ( U. S. C o nst. Art. I, § 2). L e gisl ati o n 

d e v el o p e d b y W hit e m e n, w h o d et er mi n e d h o w m u c h of a p e rs o n a Bl a c k sl a v e c o m pris e d, w as 

o nl y t h e b e gi n ni n g of t h e l e gisl at e d r a cis m t h at w o ul d d efi n e lif e f or Bl a c k A m eri c a ns.   
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 T h es e pr a cti c es w er e n ot li mit e d t o s o ut h of t h e M as o n -Di x o n li n e. W hil e hist or y p ai nt e d 

a pi ct ur e of t h e S o ut h b ei n g t h e o p pr ess or a n d t h e N ort h b ei n g a b asti o n of fr e e d o m f or Bl a c ks, a 

m or e dis c er ni n g a n al ysis of c as e l a w s h o w e d t h at Bl a c ks f a c e d j ust a s m u c h o p pr essi o n a n d o v ert 

a cts of r a cis m i n t h e a b oliti o nist N ort h. A c c or di n g t o Br o o ks et al.  ( 2 0 2 1), w hil e W hit e 

n ort h er n ers b a n n e d sl a v er y, t h e y w er e f er v e nt i n t h eir b eli efs t h at Bl a c ks w er e i nf eri or a n d s o 

t h e y d e v el o p e d l a ws t o e ns ur e t h e y w o ul d n ot li v e a m o n gst t h e m. P u bli c s c h o ol a cts i n t h e st at e 

of O hi o e x pr essl y f or b a d e t h e t a x ati o n of Bl a c k a n d m ul att os f or t h e p ur p os e of e d u c ati o n 

st ati n g:   

Pr o vi d e d, t h at n ot hi n g i n t his a ct s h all b e c o nstr u e d t o p er mit Bl a c k or m ul att o 

p ers o ns t o att e n d s c h o ols h er e b y est a blis h e d, or c o m p el t h e m t o p a y a n y t a x f or 

s u p p ort of s u c h s c h o ols; b ut all t a x es ass ess e d o n t h eir pr o p ert y f or s c h o ol 

p ur p os es, i n t h e s e v er al c o u nti es of t his St at e, s h all b e a p pr o pri at e d as t h e tr ust e es 

of s ai d t o w ns hi p m a y dir e ct, f or t h e e d u c ati o n of s ai d p ers o ns. ( T a p p a n, 1 8 7 6, p. 

7 5)   

It w o ul d n ot b e u ntil 1 8 4 8 t h at O hi o p er mitt e d t h e est a blis h m e nt of s c h o ols f or Bl a c k st u d e nts. 

S e gr e g at e d s c h o oli n g r e m ai n e d p ersist e nt i n O hi o e v e n aft er t h e l a n d m ar k Br o w n v. B o ar d of 

E d u c ati o n  ( 1 9 5 4) d e cisi o n.  

Br o w n v. B o ar d of E d u c ati o n  
 I n 1 9 5 4, Br o w n v. B o ar d of E d u c ati o n  r e v ers e d t h e d o ctri n e a n d f o u n d “s e p ar at e b ut 

e q u al ” t o b e u n c o nstit uti o n al i n e d u c ati o n al f a ciliti es ( M arti n & Br o o ks, 2 0 2 0). As s h o w n i n 

T a bl e 1, m a n y a d diti o n al c o urt c as es c h all e n gi n g s e gr e g ati o nist pr a cti c es w er e pr es e nt e d pri or t o 

Br o w n v. B o ar d . W h at m a d e Br o w n v. B o ar d  diff er e nt w as t h at it s o u g ht t o s ol v e t h e pr o bl e m of 

r a ci al s e gr e g ati o n wit hi n p u bli c s c h o ols ( M arti n & Br o o ks, 2 0 2 0). 
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 T h e l e g al str at e g y b e hi n d Br o w n b e g a n i n t h e 1 9 3 0s w h e n t h e N A A C P b e g a n t o 

str at e gi z e t h at att a c ki n g s e gr e g ati o n i n t h e S o ut h m a y b e a w a y t o bri n g d o w n t h e str u ct ur e. 

C h arl es H a milt o n H o ust o n, as l e a d er of H o w ar d L a w S c h o ol, d e vis e d pl a ns t o att a c k s e gr e g ati o n 

at t h e f e d er al l e v el a n d m o bili z e d a f or c e of y o u n g er att or n e ys, i n cl u di n g f ut ur e S u pr e m e C o urt 

J usti c e a n d Br o w n liti g a nt, T h ur g o o d M ars h all. As d es cri b e d b y E d ds ( 2 0 1 8), as t h e N A A C P 

w as wi n ni n g m or e c as es, t h e y w er e s oli dif yi n g w h at a cti o ns w er e c o nsi d er e d a vi ol ati o n of t h e 

1 4 t h A m e n d m e nt. T his br o u g ht o ut t h e e n mit y of W hit es w h o w er e l osi n g c as es t o “ a bl e a n d 

s o p histi c at e d N e gr o l a w y ers … vi ol ati n g t h e tr a diti o n al r a ci al fit n ess of t hi n gs ” ( M us e, 1 9 6 4, p. 

3 9). T h e ir o n y of A m eri c a tr yi n g G er m a n w ar cri mi n als f or t h eir a cti o ns a g a i nst J e ws i n W orl d 

W ar II w as n ot l ost o n Bl a c k A m eri c a. A c c or di n g t o Ifill ( 2 0 2 1), t his w as “ At t h e s a m e ti m e st at e 

offi ci als a cr oss t h e A m eri c a n S o ut h w er e e nf or ci n g s e gr e g ati o nist p oli ci es, pr a cti c es, a n d l a ws 

t h at a d v an c e d a t h e or y of w hit e s u pr e m a c y a n d t h e r a ci al i nf eri orit y of Afri c a n A m eri c a ns, 

u n dist ur b e d b y t h e f e d er al g o v er n m e nt ” ( p. 3 5 1). A c c or di n g t o E d ds ( 2 0 1 8), aft er s e c uri n g 

S u pr e m e C o urt vi ct ori es i n S w e att v. P ai nt er a n d M c L a uri n v. O kl a h o m a B o ar d of R e g e nts of 

Hi g h er E d u c ati o n  t h e di e h a d b e e n c ast t o st o p s e e ki n g e q u ali z ati o n. T h e g o al w as n o w e n di n g 

s e gr e g ati o n.  

T a bl e 1     

C o urt C as es C h all e n gi n g S e gr e g ati o n  

C as e  Y e ar  D es cri pti o n  

Miss o uri e x r el 
G ai n es v. C a n a d a  

1 9 3 8  A Bl a c k st u d e nt a p pli e d t o t h e U ni v ersit y of Miss o uri l a w s c h o ol a n d 
w as n ot a d mitt e d b as e d o n r a c e.  T h e st u d e nt w as off er e d t h e 
o p p ort u nit y t o att e n d a l a w s c h o ol i n a n a dj oi ni n g st at e wit h t uiti o n 
p ai d.  T h e S u pr e m e C o urt r ul e d t his a vi ol ati o n of t h e 1 4t h A m e n d m e nt 
u n d er t h e e q u al pr ot e cti o n cl a us e.  T his r uli n g est a blis h e d t h at w h e n a 
st at e h as o nl y o n e i nstit uti o n, b ot h W hit es a n d Bl a c k s h all b e 
a d mitt e d.  T his d e cisi o n s er v es as a f or er u n n er t o t h e Br o w n v. B o ar d  
d e cisi o n ( 3 0 5 U. S. 3 3 7).  
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C as e  Y e ar  D es cri pti o n  

S w e att v. P ai nt er  1 9 5 0  S w e att fil e d s uit aft er b ei n g r ej e ct e d fr o m t h e U ni v ersit y of T e x as L a w 
S c h o ol o n t h e b asis of r a c e.  H e f elt t his w as a vi ol ati o n of t h e 1 4t h 
A m e n d m e nt’s e q u al pr ot e cti o n cl a us e. T h e s c h o ol att e m pt e d t o d e v el o p 
a l a w s c h o ol f or Bl a c ks, b ut t h e C o urt h el d t h at e v e n wit h t h e cr e ati o n 
of t h e n e w s c h o ol, t h e l a c k of e q u alit y b et w e e n t h e pr o gr a ms -a c c ess t o 
m at eri als, est e e m e d f a c ult y, a n d p e ers, t h e st a n d ar d of “s e p ar at e, b ut 
e q u al ” w as n ot s atisfi e d ( 3 3 9 U. S. 6 2 9).   

M c L a uri n v. 
O kl a h o m a B o ar d 
of R e g e nts of 
Hi g h er E d u c ati o n  

1 9 5 0  T h e l o w er c o urt si d e d wit h M c L a uri n’s i niti al s uit t h at h e c o ul d n ot b e 
k e pt fr o m att e n di n g s c h o ol at t h e U ni v ersit y.  T his c as e a d dr ess e d t h e 
diff er e nti al tr e at m e nt h e w as gi v e n w hil e o n c a m p us.  T h e c as e si g n al e d 
a c h a n g e i n w h at t h e c o urt w o ul d t ol er at e r e g ar di n g r a ci al 
dis cri mi n ati o n ( 3 3 9 U. S. 6 3 7).  

 

 T h e ti mi n g of t h e Br o w n v. B o ar d d e cisi o n o c c urr e d d uri n g a p arti c ul arl y c h all e n gi n g 

ti m e i n o ur c o u ntr y’s hist or y. Bri k er & Dri v er ( 2 0 2 2) c o nt e n d e d t h at Br o w n v. B o ar d  s h o ul d b e 

e v al u at e d as a r es ult of t h e C ol d W ar. Aft er t h e d ef e at of t h e J a p a n es e a n d t h e e n d of W orl d W ar 

II, t h e U nit e d St at es e m er g e d as t h e d o mi n a nt s u p er p o w er i n t h e w orl d. T h e S o vi et U ni o n 

pr es e nt e d a c h all e n g e o n t h e w orl d st a g e w h e n t h e y e x pl oit e d  A m eri c a n r a cis m t o hi g hli g ht t h e 

virt u es of C o m m u nis m. M a n y n ati o ns ar o u n d t h e w orl d s tr u g gl e d t o r e c o n cil e h o w A m eri c a 

c o ul d cl ai m t h e m or al hi g h gr o u n d wit h d e m o cr a c y y et e m br a c e r a ci al s e gr e g ati o n. D u d zi a k 

( 2 0 0 4) cit e d bri efs fr o m t h e n S e cr et ar y of St at e, D e a n A c h es o n, w h o l a m e nt e d t h at r a ci al 

dis cri mi n ati o n w as a n e m b arr ass m e nt f or t h e c o u ntr y, es p e ci all y i n t h e n ati o n’s att e m pt t o b e 

c o nsi d er e d a w orl d l e a d er. As hf or d -H a ns er d et al. ( 2 0 2 0 ) e x pl ai n e d t h at t h e U nit e d St at es w as 

c o n c er n e d a b o ut h o w t h e y a p p e ar e d o n a gl o b al s c al e a n d t h at t h e c o u ntr y w a nt e d t o p ai nt its 

d e m o cr ati c st at us b y n ot s pr e a di n g C o m m u nis m t o ot h er c o u ntri es. As s ol di ers r et ur n e d fr o m 

W orl d W ar II, m a n y of w h o m w er e Bl a c k, t h e y w er e s a d d e n e d t o s e e t h at r a cis m at h o m e w as 

still ali v e e v e n aft er t h e y h a d e x p eri e n c e d b ett er tr e at m e nt o v ers e as fr o m ot h er c o u ntri es ( C ol e, 

2 0 0 9; M arti n & Br o o ks, 2 0 2 0). T h e dil e m m a o ur n ati o n f a c e d w as o ur i n a bilit y t o s ol v e ci vil 

ri g hts iss u es a n d t h e U nit e d St at es w as dis cr e dit e d b y t h e r est of t h e w orl d. T h er ef or e, 
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a c k n o wl e d g e m e nt of ci vil ri g hts f or Bl a c k A m eri c a ns b e c a m e a pri orit y i n o ur att e m pt t o s q u el c h 

c o m m u nis m ( Bri k er & Dri v er, 2 0 2 2; D u d zi a k, 2 0 0 4; Fi n n & S c a nl a n, 2 0 1 9; R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9).  

B ell ( 1 9 8 0) ar g u e d “t h e i nt er ests of Bl a c ks i n a c hi e vi n g r a ci al e q u alit y will b e 

a c c o m m o d at e d o nl y w h e n it c o n v er g e d wit h t h e i nt er ests of W hit es ” a n d t h at t h e C ol d W ar 

pl a y e d a n i n dis p e ns a bl e r ol e i n m oti v ati n g W hit e A m eri c a ns t o s e e k t h e e n d of s e gr e g ati o n ( p. 

5 2 3). Eli mi n ati n g s e p ar at e b ut e q u al w as n ot j ust a m or al e di ct b ut w as n e c ess ar y f or A m eri c a n 

f or ei g n r el ati o ns as it pr o vi d e d t h e U nit e d St at es m or e cr e di bilit y o n c e w e w er e a bl e t o eli mi n at e 

t his m or al li a bilit y ( Bri k er & Dri v er, 2 0 2 2: D u d zi a k, 20 0 4). T h e d eft g e o p oliti c al m a n e u v eri n g 

b y t h e U nit e d St at es d uri n g t his p eri o d s oli difi e d t h e c o u ntr y’s p ositi o n as t h e w orl d’s 

pr e e mi n e nt s u p er p o w er, b ut d es e gr e g ati o n, w hil e c el e br at e d b y o ur alli es, w as m et wit h fi er c e 

r esist a n c e b y s e gr e g ati o nists, w ho f elt t h e d e cisi o n w as a n at h e m a t o r a ci al h ar m o n y a n d a 

C o m m u nist pl o y t o d est a bili z e t h e n ati o n ( Bri k er & Dri v er, 2 0 2 2). M arti n & Br o o ks ( 2 0 2 0) cit e d 

T h e S o ut h er n M a nif est o as t h e m ost o v ert a cti o n b y l e gisl at ors t o c o m m u ni c at e t h eir dis pl e as ur e 

wit h t h e  C o urt’s r uli n g. O v er 1 0 0 C o n gr ess m e n si g n e d t h e d o c u m e nt t h at st at e d,   

T h e S u pr e m e C o urt of t h e U nit e d St at es, wit h n o l e g al b asis f or s u c h a cti o n,   

u n d ert o o k t o e x er cis e t h eir n a k e d j u di ci al p o w er a n d s u bstit ut e d t h eir p ers o n al   

p oliti c al a n d s o ci al i d e as f or t h e est a blis h e d l a w of t h e l a n d a n d pr o mis e d t o us e   

all l a wf ul m e a ns t o bri n g a b o ut a r e v ers al of t his d e cisi o n w hi c h is c o ntr ar y t o 

 t h e C o nstit uti o n. ( p. 6)    

As d et ail e d i n C orri g a n ( 2 0 1 8 ), w h e n Br o w n  o v ert ur n e d Pl ess y , t h e dir e cti v e t o i nt e gr at e 

W hit e a n d Bl a c k c hil dr e n i n t h e s a m e s c h o ols e n c o u nt er e d m u c h r esist a n c e a n d s c h o ol l e a d ers 

t o o k a d v a nt a g e of t h e v a g u e l a n g u a g e t o p ost p o n e a n y a cti o n. T h e o ut cr y a g ai nst Br o w n v. B o ar d  

l e d m a n y c o m m u niti es a n d st at es t o s u b v ert t h e r uli n g t o d el a y i nt e gr ati o n. W hil e t h e r e as o ns 
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m a y h a v e diff er e d b et w e e n st at es, t h e g o al w as t o d el a y, or a v oi d alt o g et h er, s c h o ol i nt e gr ati o n. 

N ort h C ar oli n a ar g u e d t h at i nt e gr ati o n s h o ul d b e d el a y e d b e c a us e it w o ul d disr u pt t h e s o ci al 

h ar m o n y t h at e xist e d b et w e e n W hit e a n d Bl a c k N ort h C ar oli ni a ns ( B ri k er & Dri v er, 2 0 2 2). 

G e or gi a, i n a n att e m pt t o bl o c k d es e gr e g ati o n, p ass e d l e gisl ati o n t o r e v o k e t h e t e a c hi n g li c e ns e 

of a n y o n e w h o t a u g ht a mi x e d cl ass ( F ult z, 2 0 0 4). T h es e d el a ys r es ult e d i n t h e N A A C P r et ur ni n g 

t o t h e S u pr e m e C o urt t o e ns ur e d es e gr e g ati o n w o ul d n ot b e st all e d. F ult z ( 2 0 0 4) n ot e d t h at m a n y 

st at es p ass e d l e gisl ati o n t ar g eti n g d es e gr e g at e d distri cts i n cl u di n g f u n di n g r e d u cti o ns a n d 

r e p e ali n g c o m p uls or y e d u c ati o n l a ws s o W hit e st u d e nts c o ul d r ef us e t o att e n d mi x e d cl ass 

s etti n gs. T h e r ef us a l t o i nt e gr at e “ wit h all d eli b er at e s p e e d” ( 3 4 9 U. S. 2 9 4)  w as n ot u ni q u e t o 

S o ut h er n st at es. A c c or di n g t o Br o o ks et al. ( 2 0 2 1), s o m e O hi o distri cts cr e at e d s e gr e g at e d z o n es 

b y d e v el o pi n g g err y m a n d er e d distri ct b o u n d ari es r efl e cti n g r a ci all y s e gr e g at e d n ei g h b or h o o ds. 

W hil e a n ar g u m e nt c a n b e m a d e t h at Br o w n v. B o ar d  m a y b e t h e m ost tr a nsf or m ati v e pi e c e of 

l e gisl ati o n i n o ur hist or y, t h e a m bi g uit y of t h e r e m e d y i n Br o w n II all o w e d s e gr e g at e d s yst e ms t o 

st a y i n pl a c e u ntil m or e dir e ct l e gisl ati o n w as p ass e d d uri n g t h e Ci vil Ri g hts A cts. W hil e t h e 

i m p a ct of Br o w n  o n Bl a c k st u d e nts w as pr of o u n d, w h at w e nt u n n oti c e d w as t h e n e g ati v e i m p a ct 

Br o w n  h a d o n e d u c at ors.   

T h e I m p a ct of Br o w n v. B o ar d  o n Bl a c k E d u c at o rs  
A c c or di n g t o Will ( 2 0 2 2), b ef or e Br o w n , Bl a c k e d u c at ors i n 1 7 s e gr e g at e d st at es 

c o nstit ut e d 3 5 % -5 0 % of t h e w or kf or c e. A c c or di n g t o F ult z ( 2 0 0 4), c o n c er n o v er t h e i m p a ct of 

d es e gr e g ati o n f or Bl a c k e d u c at ors w as st at e d w ell b ef or e t h e Br o w n  d e cisi o n. T h o m ps o n ( 1 9 5 1) 

st at e d, “ L ast s u m m er I w as i n Alt o n, Illi n ois …t h e f a ct t h at t h e N e gr o c o m m u nit y h as b e e n 

w ar n e d t h at if t h e y i nsist e d u p o n eli mi n ati o n of s e gr e g ati o n i n t h e n e w N e gr o j u ni or hi g h s c h o ol, 

all N e gr o t e a c h ers t h e n t e a c hi n g i n t h os e gr a d es w o ul d b e r e pl a c e d b y W hit e t e a c h ers ” ( p. 1 3 6). 
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F urt h er s u p p orti n g t h e w orr y of Bl a c k e d u c at ors a cr oss t h e n ati o n, pri or t o Br o w n , w er e l ett ers 

li k e t h e o n e r e c ei v e d b y D arl a B u c h a n a n, b y T o p e k a s c h o ol s u p eri nt e n d e nt W e n d ell G o d wi n, 

w hi c h st at e d:  

 D e ar Miss B u c h a n a n:  

 D u e t o t h e pr es e nt u n c ert ai nt y a b o ut e nr oll m e nt i n s c h o ols n e xt y e ar f or n e gr o  

c hil dr e n, it is n ot p ossi bl e at t his ti m e t o off er y o u e m pl o y m e nt f or n e xt y e ar.  If 

t h e S u pr e m e C o urt s h o ul d r ul e t h at s e gr e g ati o n i n el e m e nt ar y gr a d es is 

u n c o nstit uti o n al, o ur B o ar d will pr o c e e d o n t h e ass u m pti o n t h at t h e m aj orit y of 

p e o pl e i n T o p e k a wil l n ot w a nt t o e m pl o y n e gr o t e a c h ers n e xt y e ar f or w hit e 

c hil dr e n …If it t ur ns o ut t h at s e gr e g ati o n is n ot t er mi n at e d t h er e will b e n ot hi n g t o 

pr e v e nt us fr o m n e g oti ati n g a c o ntr a ct wit h y o u at s o m e l at er d at e i n t h e s pri n g. 

( G o d wi n, 1 9 4 7) 

G a y ( 2 0 0 4) arti c ul at e d t h at t h e pr o c ess of d es e gr e g ati o n w as ar d u o us f or b ot h Bl a c k t e a c h ers a n d 

st u d e nts a n d n o o n e w as r e a d y f or t h e c o n v ersi o n. A c c or di n g t o M arti n & Br o o ks ( 2 0 2 1), o n c e 

s c h o ols b e c a m e i nt e gr at e d, Bl a c k t e a c h ers w er e n o l o n g er a pr es e n c e  i n t h eir s c h o ols, c a usi n g 

st u d e nts t o b e t a u g ht b y i n e x p eri e n c e d W hit e t e a c h ers. Pri or t o Br o w n v. B o ar d , Bl a c k st u d e nts 

w er e e d u c at e d b y t e a c h ers w h o w er e hi g hl y q u alifi e d, w h o u n d erst o o d t h eir st u d e nts’ c ult ur e, 

a n d w h o w er e a bl e t o s h ar e t h eir tri b ul at i o ns wit h r a cis m ( G a y, 2 0 0 4; M arti n & Br o o ks, 2 0 2 0). 

W h at G a y ( 2 0 0 4) r e p ort e d as e v e n m or e i m p ort a nt t h a n t h e a c a d e mi c k n o wl e d g e t h es e t e a c h ers 

t a u g ht w as “s ur vi v al s kills, c ult ur al h erit a g e, a n d et h ni c affir m ati o n ” ( p. 1 4).  T h es e t e a c h ers w er e 

r ol e m o d els a n d w er e hi g hl y r es p e ct e d i n t h eir c o m m u niti es. M arti n & Br o o ks ( 2 0 2 0) u n c o v er e d 

t h at a p pr o xi m at el y 3 8, 0 0 0 Bl a c k t e a c h ers a n d a d mi nistr at ors i n s o ut h er n st at es w er e u pr o ot e d 

aft er Br o w n . A c c or di n g t o O a kl e y et al. ( 2 0 0 9), “i n N ort h C ar oli n a i n 1 9 6 3 t h er e w er e 2 2 7 Bl a c k 
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hi g h -s c h o ol pri n ci p als, b ut i n 1 9 7 0 t h er e w er e o nl y ei g ht. D es pit e o v er w h el mi n g e vi d e n c e, n o 

l e gisl ati o n w as e n a ct e d t o pr ot e ct Bl a c k e d u c at ors fr o m f urt h er dis pl a c e m e nt ” ( p. 1 5 7 9). Bl a c k 

e d u c at ors w er e f or c e d o ut b y n o n -r e n e w al of c o ntr a cts, t h e y w er e r e assi g n e d t o W hit e s c h o ols 

wit h o ut b ei n g gi v e n a c h oi c e, a n d t h e y w er e h ar ass e d t o t h e p oi nt t h at t h e y l eft o n t h eir o w n 

a c c or d. T h er e w er e m a n y l o n g -t er m r e p er c ussi o ns t o t h e dis pl a c em e nt of s o m a n y t e a c h ers of 

c ol or a n d t h e aft er m at h c a n still b e o bs er v e d t o d a y, wit h o v er 8 0 % of t h e t e a c h er w or kf or c e 

b ei n g W hit e a n d o nl y 2 % of t h e w or kf or c e b ei n g Bl a c k m al es  n ati o n all y  (U. S. B ur e a u of L a b or 

St atisti cs, 2 0 2 1; D a vis et al., 2 0 1 9).  I n O hi o, t h e n u m b ers w er e as e q u all y al ar mi n g wit h o nl y 

4. 3 % of t h e e d u c at or w or kf or c e b ei n g c o m pris e d  of Bl a c k t e a c h ers ( O hi o D e p art m e nt of 

E d u c ati o n, 2 0 2 2) . As a c c ess t o Bl a c k t e a c h ers d e cr e as e d, t h e b o n d a n d s h ar e d e x p eri e n c e 

b et w e e n Bl a c k t e a c h ers a n d st u d e nts w as l ost , l e a vi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts t o b e t a u g ht b y 

pr e d o mi n at el y W hit e t e a c h ers ( G a y, 2 0 0 4). T h e l a c k of c ult ur al c o n n e cti o n r es ult e d i n W hit e 

t e a c h ers n ot k n o wi n g h o w t o b est e n g a g e t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h e cl assr o o m.   

Ulti m at el y, Br o w n vs. B o ar d  di d n ot e n d s e gr e g ati o n i n s c h o ols.  A c c or di n g t o G a y ( 2 0 0 4) 

t h e Br o w n  r uli n g c o nt ai n e d f als e ass u m pti o ns t h at W hit e s c h o ols w er e s u p eri or t o Bl a c k s c h o ols 

a n d r e q uire d  t h e p h ysi c al r el o c ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts w hil e W hit e st u d e nts c o nti n u e d  i n t h eir 

st u di es r el ati v el y u n dist ur b e d. B e c a us e t h er e w as a dir e cti v e t o b e gi n d es e gr e g ati o n i m m e di at el y, 

t h er e w er e n o c o n cr et e pl a ns of a cti o n. As a r es ult, as d es cri b e d b y J o h ns o n & L ar wi n ( 2 0 2 0), a 

n e w s yst e m of v o u c h ers, s c h o ol s el e cti o n, a n d w ors e ni n g of s e gr e g at i o n o c c urr e d. S c h o ol 

s yst e ms b e c a m e m or e h ostil e a n d u n a bl e t o r es p o n d t o h o w Bl a c k st u d e nts l e ar n e d. L ut z ( 2 0 1 7) 

n ot e d t h at Bl a c k t e a c h ers w er e a d v ers el y i m p a ct e d b y Br o w n v. B o ar d , m e a n w hil e, t h e r uli n g 

e n a bl e d st u d e nts of all r a c es t o h a v e b ett er a c c ess t o e d u c ati o n. T h e r e m o v al of Bl a c k r ol e 

m o d els n e g ati v el y i m p a ct e d t h os e st u d e nts w h o n e e d e d t h e m t h e m ost.  T h e r es ulti n g i m p a ct of 
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Br o w n  w as  t h e u ni nt e nti o n al b arri er of Bl a c k st u d e nts pr o gr essi n g t hr o u g h t h eir e d u c ati o n 

wit h o ut e v er h a vi n g a t e a c h er w h o l o o k e d  li k e t h e m ( F or d & Ki n g, 2 0 1 4). Bl a c k c hil dr e n n o  

l o n g er h a d t h e p e o pl e w h o u n d erst o o d t h e m, t h eir c o m m u niti es, a n d t h eir s h ar e d c ult ur e. 

T h e Fi g ht f o r I nt e g r ati o n  
C orri g a n ( 2 0 1 8 ) ill ustr at e d t h at n ot l o n g aft er Br o w n v. B o ar d , i n 1 9 5 7, C e ntr al Hi g h 

S c h o ol i n Littl e R o c k, Ar k a ns as, b e c a m e f a m o us f or its r ol e i n t h e b attl e of r a ci al i nt e gr ati o n. As 

r el a y e d b y N o g u er a ( 2 0 1 6), Ar k a ns as G o v er n or Or v al F a u b us r esist e d f e d er al d es e gr e g ati o n 

or d ers b y n ot all o wi n g a gr o u p of ni n e Bl a c k st u d e nts t o e nt er t h e s c h o ol. T h e b attl e w as i nt e ns e, 

a n d Pr esi d e nt D wi g ht D. Eis e n h o w er w as f or c e d t o d e pl o y U. S. tr o o ps t o e nf or c e his i nt e gr ati o n 

or d er. As M arti n & Br o o ks ( 2 0 2 0) a c c o u nt e d, t h e ni n e st u d e nts w er e y ell e d at, s pit o n, a n d 

t hr e at e n e d as t he y att e m pt e d t o e nt er t h e s c h o ol as t h e N ati o n al G u ar d st o o d b y. W hil e t his e v e nt 

w as c o nsi d er e d as a s e mi n al m o m e nt f or d es e gr e g ati o n, F a u b us w as n ot d o n e c h all e n gi n g f e d er al 

l a w. I n a nti ci p ati o n t h at t h e S u pr e m e C o urt w o ul d r ej e ct a pr o p os al t o d el a y i nte gr ati o n, F a u b us 

dr aft e d l e gisl ati o n t h at w o ul d cl os e i nt e gr at e d s c h o ols ( C o p e, 2 0 1 9). S h utt eri n g t h e i nt e gr at e d 

p u bli c hi g h s c h o ols a n d cr e ati n g pri v at e, s e gr e g at e d s c h o ols all o w e d s o m e st u d e nts t o c o nti n u e 

t h eir e d u c ati o n. I n Littl e R o c k, T h o m as R a n e y Hig h S c h o ol o p e n e d wit h a s e gr e g at e d st u d e nt 

b o d y. C o p e ( 2 0 1 9) n ot e d t h at a s eri es of c o urt r uli n gs a n d l a c k of a c c ess t o p u bli c m o n e y d e ni e d 

t h e s c h o ol a c h a n c e t o o p er at e b e y o n d o n e y e ar. T his e x p eri m e nt at a v oi di n g d es e gr e g ati o n s e nt a 

cl e ar m ess a g e t o t h e s e gr e g ati o nist S o ut h t h at p u bli c s c h o ols w o ul d n e e d t o i nt e gr at e. T h e r es ult 

of t his c o nfli ct w as t h at m a n y W hit e f a mili es r el o c at e d or d e ci d e d t o m atri c ul at e i n pri v at e 

s c h o ols t o a v oi d f or c e d s e gr e g ati o n ( Griff e n, 2 0 1 9; H o w ar d & N o g u er a, 2 0 2 0; M arti n &  Br o o ks, 

2 0 2 0). A r e vi e w of pri v at e s c h o ol e nr oll m e nt i n t h e S o ut h s h o w e d a hi g h er r at e of gr o wt h t h a n i n 
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t h e N ort h, d u e t o m or e S o ut h er n f a mili es fi g hti n g i nt e gr ati o n ( B a u m-S n o w & L ut z, 2 0 1 1 ; 

M ot y k a, 2 0 1 7).   

 T h e m o m e nt u m b uilt t hr o u g h t h e Br o w n d e cisi o n a n d Eis e n h o w er’s us e of f e d er al tr o o ps 

t o f or c e i nt e gr ati o n l a u n c h e d t h e U nit e d St at es i nt o t h e Ci vil Ri g hts Er a. T h e n e xt f e w d e c a d es 

w o ul d fi n d l a ws p ass e d a n d s o ci al j usti c e m o v e m e nts i nt e n d e d t o s hri n k t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p 

b et w e e n t h e r a c es. A m eri c a’s fi g ht a g ai nst t h e s pr e a d of c o m m u nis m cr e at e d e q uit y 

o p p ort u niti es. B ell ( 1 9 8 0) ar g u e d t h at t h es e o p p ort u niti es, vi e w e d t hr o u g h t h e i nt er est 

c o n v er g e n c e t h e or y, e xist e d b e c a us e t h e y b e n efit e d t h e W hit e p o p ul ati o n as w ell. T h e i nt er est 

c o n v er g e n c e t h e or y p osit e d t h at t h e m aj orit y will o nl y s u p p ort t h e mi n orit y gr o u p if t h er e is 

s o m et hi n g of b e n efit f or t h e m aj orit y gr o u p. Criti c al R a c e T h e orists p oi nt e d t o m a n y of t h e Ci vil 

Ri g hts l a ws of t h e 1 9 6 0s as e x a m pl es of i nt er est c o n v er g e n c e t h e or y. L a ds o n -Billi n gs ( 2 0 2 1) 

cit e d t h e E x e c uti v e Or d ers si g n e d b y b ot h Pr esi d e nt K e n n e d y a n d Pr esi d e nt J o h ns o n, w hi c h 

est a blis h e d affir m ati v e a cti o n l a ws pr o hi biti n g dis cri mi n ati o n i n e m pl o y m e nt pr a cti c es b as e d o n 

r a c e, c ol or, cr e e d, or n ati o n al ori gi n. D e v el o p ed as a p oli c y t h at w o ul d a d dr ess r a c e i n e q uit y, 

J o h ns o n a m e n d e d t h e Or d er t o a d d s e x. T his i nt er est -c o n v er g e n c e all o w e d affir m ati v e a cti o n t o 

b e n efit b ot h Bl a c k a n d W hit e citi z e ns, wit h W hit e w o m e n b e n efitti n g i n gr e at er n u m b ers 

( L a ds o n-Billi n gs, 2 0 2 1; M orris, 2 0 0 1).  

T h e ci vil ri g hts m o v e m e nt g at h er e d s u p p ort i n t h e 1 9 6 0s as s e gr e g ati o nists w or k e d t o 

u n d er mi n e i nt e gr ati o n. Bri k er & Dri v er ( 2 0 2 2) e x pl ai n e d t h at c o m m u nis m w as i ntri nsi c all y ti e d 

t o s e gr e g ati o n a n d t h at t h er e w as a p er v asi v e b eli ef t h at S o ut h er n ers w er e m ani p ul at e d b y a 

S o vi et s c h e m e. T h e n oti o n t h at c o m m u nists w er e r es p o nsi bl e f or u p h e a v al w as a c o m m o n pl a c e 

ass erti o n b y st u d e nt pr ot est ers, p oliti ci a ns, a n d j o ur n alists. U n a h & Bl al o c k ( 2 0 1 9) r e v e al e d t h at 

if a n i n di vi d u al s u e d a s c h o ol distri ct, a f e d er al co urt or d er w o ul d b e iss u e d t o d es e gr e g at e. T h e 
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p ass a g e of t h e 1 9 6 4 Ci vil Ri g hts A ct t h e n pr o vi d e d a m e a ns of r e ali z ati o n b e c a us e if a s c h o ol 

distri ct a c q ui es c e d, t h e y r eli n q uis h e d f e d er al f u n di n g. T h e a nti -C o m m u nis m a n gl e w as us e d 

fr e q u e ntl y o v er t h e c o urs e of t h e 1 9 6 0s b y s e gr e g ati o nists as t h e y c o ntin u e d t o att a c k ci vil ri g hts 

u ntil t h e s c h e m e l ost eff e cti v e n ess ( Bri k er & Dri v er, 2 0 2 2).   

T at u m ( 2 0 1 7) c o nt e n d e d t h at W hit e r esist a n c e w as e v o k e d w h e n t h e Ci vil Ri g hts A ct of 

1 9 6 4 a n d t h e V oti n g Ri g hts A ct of 1 9 6 5 w er e p ass e d. P ass a g e of t h es e a cts pr o v o k e d p e o pl e of 

t h e S o ut h i n w h at w as l a b el e d t h e “s o ut h er n str at e g y ” eff ort b y p oliti ci a ns t o wi n o v er W hit es i n 

t h e N ort h a n d S o ut h ( p. 1 4). T his eff ort t ar g et e d W hit e v ot ers w h o w er e u n willi n g t o all o w Bl a c k 

p e o pl e t o m a k e stri d es a n d utili z e d k e y t er ms s u c h as “l a w a n d or d er ” a n d “s c h o ol c h oi c e ” t o 

g ar n er v ot es ( T at u m, 2 0 1 7). T h e ci vil ri g hts m o v e m e nt m a d e a d diti o n al pr o gr ess i n t h e 1 9 6 0s 

a n d 1 9 7 0s, h o w e v er, n o f urt h er c o urt c as es o n d es e gr e g ati o n o c c urr e d si n c e 1 9 7 3 a n d n o f e d er al 

f u n di n g f or d es e gr e g ati o n r es e ar c h w as pr o vi d e d si n c e 1 9 8 1 ( N o g u er a, 2 0 1 6). 

E d u c ati o n c o nti n u e d t o b e a ci vil ri g hts iss u e as wit n ess e d b y e x a m pl es i n r a ci al 

i n e q u aliti es i n o ur s c h o ols t o d a y, i n cl u di n g s us p e nsi o ns of Bl a c k c hil dr e n a n d l a c k of a c c ess t o 

A P c o urs es ( N o g u er a, 2 0 1 6). A criti c al e x a m pl e of t h e dis ci pli n ar y iss u e w as d et ail e d i n t h e D e ar 

C oll e a g u e L ett er of 2 0 1 4, i n w hi c h st u d e nts miss e d i nstr u cti o n al ti m e d u e t o e x c essi v e 

e x cl usi o n ar y dis ci pli n e. T h e l ett er e x p o u n d e d t h at,  

T h e i n cr e asi n g us e of dis ci pli n ar y s a n cti o ns s u c h as i n -s c h o ol a n d o ut -of -s c h o ol  

s us p e nsi o ns, e x p ulsi o ns, or r ef err als t o l a w e nf or c e m e nt a ut h oriti es cr e at es t h e  

p ot e nti al f or si g nifi c a nt, n e g ati v e e d u c ati o n al a n d l o n g -t er m o ut c o m es, a n d c a n  

c o ntri b ut e t o w h at h as b e e n t er m e d t h e ‘s c h o ol t o pris o n pi p eli n e.’ ( U. S. 

D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 1 4)  
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A N ati o n at Ris k  

I n 1 9 8 1, t h e n S e cr et ar y of E d u c ati o n, T. H. B ell, w as c o n c er n e d a b o ut t h e q u alit y of 

e d u c ati o n i n t h e U nit e d St at es a n d ass e m bl e d t h e N ati o n al C o m missi o n o n E x c ell e n c e i n 

E d u c ati o n. His dir e cti v e t o t h e C o m missi o n w as t o “ e x a mi n e t h e q u alit y of e d u c ati o n i n t h e 

U nit e d St at es a n d t o m a k e a r e p ort t o t h e N ati o n a n d t o hi m wit hi n 1 8 m o nt hs of its first 

m e eti n g ” ( U nit e d St at es D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n N ati o n al C o m missi o n o n E x c ell e n c e i n 

E d u c ati o n, 1 9 8 3). A c c or di n g t o A N ati o n A c c o u nt a bl e: T w e nt y -Fi v e Y e ars aft er a N ati o n at Ris k 

(U. S. D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 0 8 ), “ of 2 0 c hil dr e n b or n i n 1 9 8 3, si x di d n ot gr a d u at e fr o m 

hi g h s c h o ol o n ti m e i n 2 0 0 1. Of t h e 1 4 w h o di d, 1 0 st art e d c oll e g e t h at f all, b ut o nl y fi v e e ar n e d 

a b a c h el or’s d e gr e e b y s pri n g 2 0 0 7 ” ( p. 1). T h e r e p ort pr o vi d e d r e c o m m e n d ati o ns f or 

e d u c ati o n al i m pr o v e m e nt i n s e v er al k e y ar e as w hi c h i n cl u d e d c urri c ul u m c o nt e nt, st a n d ar ds a n d 

e x p e ct ati o ns, ti m e s p e nt i n s c h o ol, t e a c h er q u alit y, t e a c h er p a y, a n d l e a d ers hi p q u aliti es. T h e 

C o m missi o n w a nt e d t h e A m eri c a n p e o pl e t o u n d erst a n d t h e st at e of e d u c ati o n i n t h e U nit e d 

St at es at t h e ti m e, a n d s h ar e d t his p ers p e cti v e i n t h e 1 9 8 3 U nit e d St at es D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n 

N ati o n al C o m missi o n o n E x c ell e n c e i n E d u c ati o n:  

All, r e g ar dl ess of r a c e or cl ass or e c o n o mi c st at us, ar e e ntitl e d t o a f air c h a n c e a n d 

t o t h e t o ols f or d e v el o pi n g t h eir i n di vi d u al p o w ers of mi n d a n d s pirit t o t h e 

ut m ost. T his pr o mis e m e a ns t h at all c hil dr e n b y virt u e of t h eir o w n eff orts, 

c o m p et e ntl y g u i d e d, c a n h o p e t o att ai n t h e m at ur e a n d i nf or m e d j u d g m e nt n e e d e d 

t o s e c ur e g ai nf ul e m pl o y m e nt, a n d t o m a n a g e t h eir o w n li v es, t h er e b y s er vi n g n ot 

o nl y t h eir o w n i nt er ests b ut als o t h e pr o gr ess of s o ci et y its elf.  

T h e c urri c ul u m c o nt e nt c o ns e q u e n c es of A N ati o n at Ris k  cr e at e d t h e mi ni m u m st at e a n d 

l o c al hi g h s c h o ol gr a d u ati o n r e q uir e m e nts a n d e m p h asi z e d E n glis h, m at h, s ci e n c e, a n d s o ci al 
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st u di es c o urs e w or k f or all st u d e nts ( U. S. D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 0 8 ). T h e st a n d ar ds a n d 

e x p e ct ati o ns of s c h o ols h a v e b e c o m e m or e ri g or o us si n c e A N ati o n at Ris k . T h e 1 9 8 0s a n d 1 9 9 0s 

i ntr o d u c e d t h e er a of st at e a n d l o c al a c a d e mi c st a n d ar ds a n d st a n d ar ds-b as e d t esti n g, w h er e 

f e d er al l e gisl ati o n r e q uir e d t h at st at es r e c ei vi n g f e d er al ai d f or e d u c ati o n h a v e s u c h a c a d e mi c 

st a n d ar ds a n d t ests i n c ert ai n gr a d es ( U. S. D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 0 8 ). I n 1 9 8 3, t h e 

C o m missi o n r e c o m m e n d e d “t h at s c h o ols, c oll e g es, a n d u ni v ersiti es a d o pt m or e ri g or o us a n d 

m e as ur a bl e st a n d ar ds, a n d hi g h er e x p e ct ati o ns, f or a c a d e mi c p erf or m a n c e ... a n d t h at 4 -y e ar 

c oll e g es a n d u ni v ersiti es r ais e t h eir r e q uir e m e nts f or a d missi o n ” ( U. S. D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 

2 0 0 8 , p. 5). T h e C o m missi o n r e p ort e d t h at A m eri c a n c hil dr e n s p e nt l ess ti m e i n s c h o ol t h a n 

c hil dr e n i n ot h er c o u ntri es a n d e n c o ur a g e d t h at m or e ti m e b e d e di c at e d t o l e ar ni n g eit h er i n t h e 

f or m of “ m or e eff e cti v e us e of t h e e xisti n g s c h o ol d a y, a l o n g er s c h o ol da y, or a l e n gt h e n e d 

s c h o ol y e ar ” ( U. S. D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 0 8 , p. 6).  

A N ati o n at Ris k  als o p oi nt e d o ut t h at m a n y t e a c h ers l a c k e d t h e k n o wl e d g e, s kills, a n d 

tr ai ni n g t h at w as n e c ess ar y a n d p us h e d f or b ett er t e a c h er pr e p ar ati o n b y e m p h asi zi n g cl assr o o m-

t e a c hi n g p hil os o p h y r at h er t h a n j ust l e ar ni n g c o nt e nt. A d diti o n all y, A N ati o n at Ris k  a d dr ess e d 

h o w t e a c h ers w er e c o m p e ns at e d a n d r e c o m m e n d e d, “ S al ari es f or t h e t e a c hi n g pr of essi o n s h o ul d 

b e i n cr e as e d a n d s h o ul d b e pr of essi o n all y c o m p etiti v e, m ar k et -s e nsiti v e, a n d p erf or m a n c e -

b as e d ” ( U. S. D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 0 8 , p. 6). It als o s u g g est e d t h at t e a c h er p a y s h o ul d b e 

li n k e d t o a n eff e cti v e e v al u ati o n s yst e m. Fi n all y, t h e C o m missi o n r e c o m m e n d e d t h at pri n ci p als 

a n d s u p eri nt e n d e nts a c q uir e t h e l e a d ers hi p s kills of p ers u asi o n, g o al s etti n g, a n d d e v el o pi n g 

c o m m u nit y c o ns e ns us t o b e m or e eff e cti v e.  

Aft er A N ati o n at Ris k  w as p u blis h e d, t h e 1 9 9 0s us h er e d i n t h e er a of hi g h st a k es t esti n g 

a n d a c c o u nt a bilit y. L ar g e -s c al e t ests w er e us e d i n t h e 1 9 7 0s t o pr o vi d e t e a c h ers wit h i nf or m ati o n 
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a b o ut t h eir st u d e nts a n d t h es e t ests w er e n ot li n k e d t o p erf or m a n c e. A c c or di n g t o “ T h e 

U ni nt e n d e d C o ns e q u e n c es of Hi g h -St a k es T esti n g ” ( 2 0 0 4), p oli c y m a k ers b e g a n utili zi n g “t est 

r es ults t o m a k e d e cisi o ns a b o ut i n di vi d u al st u d e nts d uri n g t h e mi ni m u m c o m p et en c y t esti n g 

m o v e m e nt of t h e 1 9 7 0s ” ( p. 2). T h e 1 9 9 0s s a w t h e d e v el o p m e nt of f or m al a c c o u nt a bilit y s yst e ms, 

w hi c h l e a d t o t esti n g pr o gr a ms t h at w o ul d i n c e nti vi z e or s a n cti o n s c h o ols b as e d o n t est 

p erf or m a n c e. W h e n t h e N o C hil d L eft B e hi n d A ct of 2 0 0 1 w as p as s e d, st at es st art e d t o pl a c e 

e v e n hi g h er st a k es o n t esti n g r es ults ( T h e U ni nt e n d e d C o ns e q u e n c es of Hi g h -St a k es T esti n g, 

2 0 0 4). S a dl y, t h e m ess a g e t h at t h e C o m missi o n r el a y e d i n 1 9 8 3 t h at “ w e m ust d e di c at e o urs el v es 

t o t h e r ef or m of o ur e d u c ati o n al s yst e m for t h e b e n efit of all --ol d a n d y o u n g ali k e, affl u e nt a n d 

p o or, m aj orit y a n d mi n orit y ” ( U nit e d St at es D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n N ati o n al C o m missi o n o n 

E x c ell e n c e i n E d u c ati o n, 1 9 8 3) c o nti n u es t o b e r el e v a nt t w e nt y y e ars l at er. A gr e at er 

c o m mit m e nt t o e q uit y i n e d u c ati o n, p arti c ul arl y i n a c c ess t o a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k is 

n e e d e d.  

N o C hil d L eft B e hi n d  
 T h e f e d er al g o v er n m e nt t y pi c all y w as n ot i n v ol v e d i n p u bli c e d u c ati o n. U n a h & Bl al o c k 

( 2 0 1 9) e x pl ai n e d t h at st at e a n d l o c al g o v er n m e nts tr a diti o n all y o v ers a w t h e pr o c ess of e d u c ati n g 

c hil dr e n i n t h e U nit e d St at es. As Wils o n ( 2 0 1 1) n ot e d, t his c h a n g e d w h e n Pr esi d e nt L y n d o n B. 

J o h ns o n att e m pt e d t o e n d p o v ert y a n d m e et t h e e d u c ati o n al n e e ds of p o or c hil dr e n b y p assi n g t h e 

El e m e nt ar y a n d S e c o n d ar y E d u c ati o n A ct ( E S E A) of 1 9 6 5. L at er i n 1 9 9 4, C o n gr ess r eiss u e d 

E S E A a n d r e n a m e d it t h e I m pr o vi n g A m eri c a’s S c h o ols  A ct (I A S A). I nst e a d of f u n di n g f or p o or 

c hil dr e n, t h e f o c us b e c a m e st a n d ar ds i n e d u c ati o n. I A S A f or c e d s c h o ol distri cts t o i d e ntif y 

s c h o ols t h at w er e n ot m a ki n g A d e q u at e Y e arl y Pr o gr ess or A Y P ( Wils o n, 2 0 1 1).    
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I n 2 0 0 1, E S E A w as r e a ut h ori z e d as t h e N o C hil d L eft B e hi n d A ct ( N C L B). T h e a ct’s 

st at e d g o al w as “ e ns uri n g t h at all c hil dr e n h a v e f air, e q u al a n d si g nifi c a nt o p p ort u niti es t o o bt ai n 

a hi g h -q u alit y e d u c ati o n ” ( El e m e nt ar y a n d S e c o n d ar y E d u c ati o n A ct, 2 0 0 6). D e e & J a c o b ( 2 0 1 1) 

r e p ort e d t h at f e d er al i nfl u e n c e o v er 9 0, 0 0 0 p u bli c s c h o ols o c c urr e d w h e n Pr esi d e nt B us h si g n e d 

t h e a ct i n J a n u ar y of 2 0 0 2. T h e y f urt h er r el a y e d t h at st at es a d mi nist er e d a n n u al ass ess m e nts t o 

st u d e nts t o d et er mi n e A Y P, wit h t h e e n d g o al o f all st u d e nts r e a c hi n g effi ci e n c y i n m at h a n d 

r e a di n g b y t h e y e ar 2 0 1 3-2 0 1 4. S c h o ols w er e eit h er r e w ar d e d or s a n cti o n e d b as e d o n t h eir 

p erf or m a n c e i n t h e ass ess m e nts a n d w er e p ot e nti all y at ris k f or t h e l oss of f e d er al f u n di n g.    

N as h ( 2 0 0 2) p oi nt e d o ut t h at N C L B h ei g ht e n e d a w ar e n ess of s o m e of t h e iss u es wit h 

st a n d ar di z e d t esti n g i n t his c o u ntr y. T h e a ct d e v el o p e d a n u nf air s yst e m of i n c e nti v es f or st at es t o 

d e v el o p l ess c h all e n gi n g c o nt e nt a n d t ests. N as h e x pl ai n e d t h at t h er e w er e u nr e alisti c 

e x p e ct ati o ns f or i n di vi d u al st u d e nts a n d st u d e nts o v er all t o s u c c e e d, s o m a n y st at es w er e 

s u bj e ct e d t o s a n cti o ns f or f ail ur e t o r e a c h A Y P. A d diti o n all y, h e e x pl ai n e d t h at N C L B w ors e n e d 

a c hi e v e m e nt g a ps b e c a us e it c a us e d t e a c h ers a n d e d u c at ors  t o li mit t h e c urri c ul u m, t e a c h l o w er-

l e v el c o nt e nt, a n d i m p os e a n i nf eri or e d u c ati o n o n m a n y mi n orit y a n d dis a d v a nt a g e d st u d e nts. 

N o C hil d L eft B e hi n d w as diffi c ult f or ur b a n t e a c h ers t o i m pl e m e nt. H arris ( 2 0 1 2) 

r e p ort e d t h at “t h e pr ess ur e fr o m hi g h st a k es t esti n g i m p ell e d m a n y t o n arr o w t h e c urri c ul u m b y 

f o c usi n g o n b asi c s kills or c a us e d t h e fr a g m e nt ati o n of c urri c ul u m t o m e et t h e d e m a n ds of t h e 

st a n d ar di z e d ass ess m e nts ” ( p. 2 0 5). S h e f urt h er all u d e d t h at t e a c h er p er c e pti o ns i m p a ct e d 

w h et h er l o w er p erf or mi n g st u d e nts c o ul d b e s u c c essf ul wit h st a n d ar di z e d t ests. D e e p -r o ot e d 

n e g ati v e b eli efs a b o ut a c a d e mi c all y di v ers e st u d e nts a n d t h e ir a biliti es c a us e d s o m e t e a c h ers t o 

l o w er t h eir e x p e ct ati o ns, t o diff er e nti at e t h eir i nstr u cti o n, a n d t o li mit t h e m at eri al 

c o v er e d.   T h er e w er e t w o p ar all els t h at N C L B a n d l a c k of a c c ess t o A P h a d i n c o m m o n. B ot h 
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cr e at e d dis p ariti es i n t h e a c hi e v e m e nt g a p w hi c h l e a d t o f urt h er g a ps a n d b ot h e x p eri e n c e d 

dis pl e as ur e fr o m t e a c h ers d u e t o t h e n e e d t o p ot e nti all y dil ut e c o nt e nt or c urt ail s p e e d ( R o e g m a n 

& H at c h, 2 0 1 6).         

T h e o r eti c al F r a m e w o r k   
Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A m eri c a’s cl assr o o ms w er e a n d c o nti n u e t o b e n e g ati v el y i m p a ct e d b y 

t h e l e g all y e ntr e n c h e d s e p ar ati o n of Bl a c k a n d W hit e st u d e nts i n A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) 

c o urs es. W hil e mi n orit y p arti ci p ati o n i n a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k h as s h o w n i m pr o v e m e nt, 

Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n t h es e c o urs es s c or e d c o nsi d er a bl y l o w er t h a n t h eir p e ers ( D arli n g -

A d u a n a & H e nri c h, 2 0 2 0). T hr e e s ali e nt e d u c ati o n al t h e ori es s u p p ort e d t h e di vi d e f o u n d i n 

A m eri c a n s c h o ols: R a cis m, Criti c al R a c e T h e or y ( C R T), a n d S o ci al  I d e ntit y T h e or y ( SI T). 

R a cis m  
 G a y ( 2 0 0 4) el o q u e ntl y c o nt e n d e d, “ R a cis m is s o d e e pl y w o v e n i nt o t h e e ntir e f a bri c of 

s o ci et y t h at n o si n gl e p oli c y or str at e g y, h o w e v er p o w erf ul, is s uffi ci e nt t o er a di c at e it ” ( p. 

1 3).   Fr o m o ur n ati o n’s f o u n di n g t o t h e pr es e nt, t h e gr o wt h a n d mi g ht of  t h e U nit e d St at es h as 

o c c urr e d as t h e r es ult of s u bj u g ati o n of p e o pl e w h o l o o k e d diff er e nt fr o m W hit e E ur o p e a n 

tr a v el ers. T his b e g a n wit h t h e n ati v e p o p ul ati o n a n d c o nti n u e d wit h t h e sl a v e tr a d e a n d 

s u bj u g ati o n of Bl a c ks i n t h e U nit e d St at es. R a cis m w as c o nsi d er e d f ull bl o w n w h e n Afri c a ns 

w er e e nsl a v e d i n t h e tri a n gl e tr a d e i n t h e 1 8t h a n d 1 9t h c e nt uri es. Sl a v es w er e n ot tr e at e d as 

h u m a ns a n d w er e s u bj e ct t o e nsl a v e m e nt, tr a d e, o w n ers hi p, a n d d e at h ( Gr a v es & G o o d m a n, 

2 0 2 2). Gr a v es & G o o d m a n ( 2 0 2 2) d efi n e d r a cis m as, “s yst e m ati c dis cri mi n ati o n b y a p o w erf ul 

i n di vi d u al or i nstit uti o n a g ai nst i n di vi d u als b as e d o n t h eir p er c ei v e d m e m b ers i n a s o ci al d efi n e d 

r a ci al gr o u p ” ( p. 1 8). Pl a c e d i n t h e c o nt e xt of Bl a c k a n d W hit e, W ell m a n ( 1 9 7 7) d efi n e d r a cis m 
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as, “ c ult ur all y s a n cti o n e d b eli efs w hi c h, r e g ar dl ess of t h e i nt e nti o ns i n v ol v e d, d ef e n d e d t h e 

a d v a nt a g es W hit es h a v e b e c a us e of t h e s u b or di n at e d p ositi o ns of r a ci al mi n oriti es ” ( p. 4 2).  

Pr a g er ( 1 9 7 2) ar g u e d t h at t h e r a cist f o u n d ati o n of o ur c o u ntr y cr e at e d c ol o ni al r a cis m, a 

s yst e m w h er e t h e c ol o ni z er a n d c ol o ni z e d d e v el o p e d a r el ati o ns hi p t h at li v e d i n p er p et uit y u ntil 

t h e c ol o ni z e d o v ert hr e w t h e c ol o ni z er. H o c hs c hil d ( 1 9 8 4) s u p p ort e d t he n oti o n of t h e hist ori c al 

f o u n d ati o n of A m eri c a n s o ci et y b ei n g d e v el o p e d t hr o u g h sl a v e l a b or a n d t h e r eli a n c e o n t his 

r a ci al di c h ot o m y f or t h e c o u ntr y t o t hri v e. 

N o g u er a ( 2 0 1 6) r e as o n e d t h at r a c e a n d r a cis m will p ersist i n A m eri c a n s c h o ols b e c a us e 

t h e n u m b er of c hil dr e n of c ol or c o nti n u es t o i n cr e as e, a n d t his ris e will c a us e i n e q u alit y i n 

o p p ort u niti es a n d r es ults. C hrist o p h er ( 2 0 1 6) r el a y e d t h at,   

Y o u n g a cti vists, c oll e g e st u d e nts, a n d hi g h er e d u c ati o n i nstit uti o ns h a v e pl a y e d   

pr o mi n e nt r ol es i n t h e str u g gl e f or r a ci al e q uit y.   St u d e nts a n d c oll e g es a n d 

u ni v ersiti es w er e t h e b a c k b o n e of t h e ci vil ri g hts m o v e m e nt, as W hit es j oi n e d 

wit h Bl a c ks t o pr ot est t h e r e m n a nts of t h e Ji m Cr o w er a a n d p a v e t h e w a y t o t h e 

e n d of l e g ali z e d p u b li c dis cri mi n ati o n. ( p. 8)  

T h e pli g ht t o er a di c at e r a cis m will r e q uir e s ol e m n u n d ert a ki n g as t h e p at h will b e l o n g a n d 

p ai nf ul.    

C riti c al R a c e T h e o r y     
Wit hi n t h e fi el d of e d u c ati o n, C R T b e c a m e o n e of t h e m ost e mi n e nt fr a m e w or ks w h e n 

e x a mi ni n g r a c e i n s c h o ols a n d i n s o ci et y. Ir b y & Dr a m e ( 2 0 1 6) r e p ort e d t h at D erri c k B ell 

s y nt h esi z e d t h e t e n ets of C R T as a m e a ns of e x pl ai ni n g r a cis m wit hi n t h e l e g al s yst e m . B ell 

r e ali z e d t h at n e w t h e ori es a n d m et h o ds w o ul d b e r e q uir e d t o d ef y r a cis m a n d h e di d n ot s u p p ort 

t h e li b er al i nt er pr et ati o n of t h e Ci vil Ri g hts M o v e m e nt ( D el g a d o & St ef a n ci c, 2 0 1 2). Ir b y & 
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Dr a m e ( 2 0 1 6) a d diti o n all y c o m m u ni c at e d t h at, “s c h ol ars h a v e a p pli e d t h e t h e or y a n d its t e n ets t o 

u n d erst a n d hist ori c al e v e nts a n d t o c o n c ei v e of w a ys t o i m pr o v e a wi d e r a n g e of p oli c y -r el at e d 

dis ci pli n es, i n cl u di n g e d u c ati o n ” ( p. 1 0). A p pli e d t o t h e e d u c at i o n fi el d, L a ds o n-Billi n gs ( 2 0 2 1) 

d es cri b e d t h e k e ys t o C R T as:   

•  R a cis m is n or m al  

•  I nt er est-c o n v er g e n c e  

•  R a c e as a s o ci al c o nstr u cti o n  

•  I nt ers e cti o n alit y a n d a nti -e ss e nti alis m  

•  V oi c e or c o u nt er -n arr ati v e ( p. 4 2)  

Wit hi n t h e c o nt e xt of t h e t e n et t h at r a cis m w as n or m al, r es e ar c h ers of C R T a gr e e d t h at 

r a cis m i n t h e U nit e d St at es w as t h e est a blis h e d pr a cti c e, a n d t h at p e o pl e of c ol or e x p eri e n c e d t his 

s yst e m d ail y ( D el g a d o & St ef a n ci c, 2 0 1 2 ; H o c hs c hil d, 1 9 8 4; L a ds o n-Billi n gs, 2 0 2 1). R a cis m 

w as “s o e n m es h e d i n t h e f a bri c of o ur s o ci al or d er, it a p p e ar e d n or m al ” ( L a ds o n -Billi n gs, 1 9 9 8, 

p. 1 1). A n ot h er t e n et, k n o w n as t h e i nt er est -c o n v er g e n c e t h e or y, w as i ntr o d u c e d i n a n e arli er 

s e cti o n. T h e t h e or y, w hi c h att e m pt e d t o e x pl ai n t h e hist ori c al b a c k gr o u n d of r a cis m, w as 

h y p ot h esi z e d b y D erri c k B ell i n 1 9 8 0 a n d d el v e d i nt o t h e p us h f or r a ci al e q u alit y.   T h e c o n c e pt 

w as t h at l e g al s et b a c ks f or Bl a c k A m eri c a ns t e n d e d t o s er v e t h e i nt er ests of d o mi n a nt W hit es. 

T h e i d e a of r a c e as a s o ci al c o nstr u ct all u d e d t o t h e t e n et t h at r a c e w as n ot bi ol o gi c al. A c c or di n g 

t o Gr a v es & G o o d m a n ( 2 0 2 2), t h e H u m a n G e n o m e pr oj e ct, aft er 1 3 y e ars of m a p pi n g t h e g e n eti c 

c o d e, a n n o u n c e d i n 2 0 0 3 t h at r a c e, i n bi ol o gi c al t er ms, w as a m yt h. S m e dl e y  & S m e dl e y  (1 9 9 3), 

wit hi n t h e c o nstr u ct of C R T, p osit e d t h at t h er e w as a d e e p p ar a d o x b et w e e n t h e s ci e ntifi c n oti o n 

of “ n o -r a c e ” a n d t h e “s o ci al p ar a m et ers of r a c e b y w hi c h w e c o n d u ct e d o ur li v es a n d str u ct ur e d 

o ur i nstit uti o ns ” ( p. 1 9). L a ds o n -Billi n gs ( 2 0 2 1) o pi n e d t h at C R T s c h ol ars u n d erst o o d t h at t h er e 
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w er e m ulti pl e f a ct ors t h at f a ct or e d i n h o w p e o pl e ar e tr e at e d. G e n d er, s o ci o e c o n o mi cs, s e x u al 

i d e ntit y a n d ot h er cl assifi c ati o ns c o ntri b ut e d t o t h e tr e at m e nt of i n di vi d u als. L a ds o n-Billi n gs 

( 2 02 1) wr ot e, “ Criti c al r a c e t h e or y s c h ol ars hi p d e cri es ess e nti alis m. Ess e nti alis m is a b eli ef t h at 

all p e o pl e p er c ei v e d t o b e i n a si n gl e gr o u p t hi n k, a ct, a n d b eli e v e t h e s a m e t hi n gs ” ( p. 4 7). T h e 

fi n al t e n a nt e x pl or e d w as t h e d e v el o p m e nt of a v oi c e or c o u nt er-n arr ati v e. C al m or e ( 1 9 9 5 ) 

dis c uss e d t h e d e v el o p m e nt of c o u nt er -n arr ati v e t hr o u g h j a z z m usi c. H e pr o p os e d t h at t h e 

m aj orit y cl ass will r el y o n st er e ot y pi c al bi as es t o c o nti n u e t o o p pr ess. T his w as w h e n t h e 

s u b or di n at e gr o u p n e e d e d t o m a k e t h eir v oi c e h e ar d.    

S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e o r y  
S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e or y ( SI T) r el a y e d t h at p e o pl e c o nstr u ct e d t h eir s o ci al i d e ntiti es t o 

cr e at e a fr a m e of r ef er e n c e t o s h o w b el o n gi n g i n c ert ai n gr o u ps a c c or di n g t o t h eir s h ar e d 

t h o u g hts or f e eli n gs ( T ajf el, 1 9 7 2). W or c h el et al. ( 2 0 0 0) d efi n e d s o ci al i d e ntit y as “t h e 

c at e g ori z ati o n of t h e w orl d i nt o i n gr o u p a n d o ut gr o u p a n d t h e l a b eli n g of o n es elf as a m e m b er of 

t h e i n gr o u p. T his s p a w n e d i d e ntifi c ati o n, w hi c h eli cit e d c o m p aris o n a n d i nt er gr o u p 

dis cri mi n ati o n ” ( p. 1 7). W h e n c o nsi d eri n g t h e b asis of A m eri c a n  s o ci et y, t h e m aj orit y i n gr o u p 

w as C a u c asi a n ( W hit e). T his r el e g at e d all ot h er gr o u ps -His p a ni cs, Bl a c ks, Asi a ns, et c. t o t h e 

o ut gr o u p. E a c h i n gr o u p p oss ess e d t h eir o w n i d e ntiti es, w hi c h s h o ul d h a v e cr e at e d e m p at h y 

wit hi n t h e s u b gr o u ps. T e nsi o n b et w e e n t h e s m all er i n gr o u ps all o w e d t h e m aj orit y t o di vi d e a n d 

c o n q u er t o m ai nt ai n t h e s o ci et al n or m ( W or c h el et al., 2 0 0 0). Fr eir e  ( 1 9 7 0) e x p a n d e d o n t his 

c o n c e pt b y d es cri bi n g t h e i m p ort a n c e of di vi di n g t h e m ar gi n ali z e d gr o u ps a n d is ol ati n g t h e m 

fr o m e a c h ot h er. T o m ai nt ai n c o ntr ol, t h e p o w er gr o u p n e e d e d t o a v oi d h a vi n g t h e s u b gr o u ps 

u nif y o n a c o m m o n c a us e.    
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T h e o r y A p pli e d t o E d u c ati o n  
C R T a n d SI T c a n b e a p pli e d t o o ur e d u c ati o n al s yst e m t o m e et t h e m a n d at e of pr o vi di n g 

e q u al o p p ort u niti es t o all st u d e nts a n d t o a d dr ess t h e a c c ess g a p f or Bl a c k st u d e nts a c c essi n g A P 

c o urs es. Gi v e n t h at m ost e d u c at ors i n t h e w or kf or c e w er e W hit e, m a n y Bl a c k st u d e nts i nt er a ct e d 

wit h a n a d ult w h o, b as e d o n t h e c ol or of t h eir s ki n, w as p art of t h eir o ut gr o u p. As W hit a k er 

( 2 0 1 9) n ot e d, m a n y of t h es e t e a c h ers pr es e nt e d t o t h e cl assr o o m ill-pr e p ar e d t o eff e cti v el y t e a c h 

Bl a c k st u d e nts, a n d t h e y r eli e d o n i n a c c ur at e c o nstr u cts of Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d h o w t h e y l e ar n e d. 

F urt h er c o n n e cti n g SI T a n d C R T t o g et h er w as t h e t h o u g ht of r a c e a n d pr o p ert y. L a ds o n -Billi n gs 

( 2 0 2 1) st at e d t h at s o ci al j usti c e mist a k e nl y a p p e al e d t o h u m a n a n d ci vil ri g hts w h e n c a pit alist 

A m eri c a h a d  al w a ys sl a nt e d t o w ar d pr o p ert y ri g hts. H arris ( 1 9 9 3) d es cri b e d w hit e n ess as 

pr o p ert y a n d pr o vi d e d t h e W hit e t e a c h ers of Bl a c k st u d e nts ri g hts i n cl u di n g t h e ri g ht t o c o ntr ol 

a n d t h e ri g ht t o e x cl u d e. T his e x pl ai n e d t h e u n d err e pr es e nt ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts  i n A P c o urs es 

( Bl a k e et. al., 2 0 1 6; W hit a k er, 2 0 1 9).  

A n ot h er li miti n g f a ct or f or Bl a c k st u d e nts wit hi n SI T w as t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” h y p ot h esis. 

Bl a c k st u d e nts pl a c e d t his l a b el o n hi g h a c hi e vi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d t his l a b el w as p er c ei v e d as 

n e g ati v e wit hi n t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y. Wit hi n t h e w hit e c o m m u nit y, hi g h a c hi e vi n g st u d e nts ar e 

c all e d “ n er ds, ” b ut t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” l a b el is ass o ci at e d wit h r a c e ( C o o k & L u d wi g, 1 9 9 8; 

P et ers o n -L e wis & Br att o n, 2 0 0 4; T at u m, 2 0 1 7).  P et ers o n -L e wis & Br att o n ( 2 0 0 4) e x a mi n e d h o w 

Bl a c k y o ut hs w h o dis pl a y e d hi g h a c a d e mi c a c hi e v e m e nt e x p eri e n c e d a n a c hi e v e m e nt 

diss o n a n c e, w h er e t h e y f elt dis c o n n e ct e d t o t h eir i n gr o u p n or ms. T his als o a c c o u nt e d f or t h os e 

w h o u n d er a c hi e v e d as f e eli n g t h e y w er e b ei n g l o y al t o t h eir r a c e or i n gr o u p. C olli ns -E a gli n & 

K ar a b e ni c k ( 1 9 9 3) affir m e d t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” h y p ot h esis b y i d e ntif yi n g t h at s o m e Bl a c k y o ut hs 

w er e c o m p ell e d t o a v oi d as ki n g f or h el p i n a c a d e mi c ar e as w h er e t h e y w er e c h all e n g e d. T his w as 
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d o n e f or t h e f e ar of t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” l a b el b ei n g pl a c e d o n t h e m. W hil e a c a d e mi c all y a bl e, 

t h es e st u d e nts i n cr e as e d t h eir c h a n c es of a c a d e mi c f ail ur e t o s atisf y i n gr o u p pr ess ur es. F urt h er 

b olst eri n g i n gr o u p d y n a mi cs P et ers o n -L e wis & Br att o n ( 2 0 0 4) e x pl or e d t h e i d e a of w h at “ a cti n g 

Bl a c k ” m e a nt. T h e y t h e ori z e d t his i n gr o u p w as oft e n p ortr a y e d as b ei n g ali g n e d t o pr o bl e m ati c 

t o r es p e ct a bl e a c hi e v e m e nt. T his i d e a w as pr o m ul g at e d b y e x a mi ni n g p o p ul ar c ult ur e w h er e hi g h 

a c hi e vi n g (i. e., w e alt h y) Bl a c ks w er e of t e n f o u n d i n e nt ert ai n m e nt w h er e t h e y pr ofit e d b y 

pr o m oti n g a n e x pl oit ati v e v ersi o n of Bl a c k c ult ur e. C h all e n gi n g t his n arr ati v e c o n n e ct e d C R T 

a n d SI T s o a c o u nt er n arr ati v e c o ul d b e c o nstr u ct e d, o n e n ot c o nfi n e d t o n e g ati v e st er e ot y pi n g of 

Bl a c k y o ut hs i n a c a d e mi a.    

  T h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” h y p ot h esis h as b e e n q u esti o n e d b y ot h er r es e ar c h ers li k e C o o k & 

L u d wi g ( 1 9 9 8) w h o st at e d b ot h Bl a c k a n d W hit e st u d e nts f a c e i n a p pr o pri at e l a b eli n g w h e n t h e y 

w er e hi g h a c hi e vi n g. S p e n c er et al. ( 2 0 0 1) c h all e n g e d t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” h y p ot h esis b as e d o n 

t h e i d e a t h at o p p ositi o n t o or c o m pli a n c e of a c hi e v e m e nt w as n ot ti e d t o r a c e. C o o k & L u d wi g 

( 1 9 9 8) f urt h er e d t h eir c h all e n g e of t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” h y p ot h esis b y st ati n g t h at W hit e hi g h 

a c hi e v ers w er e s a d dl e d wit h n e g ati v e l a b els - “ n er ds ” j ust as hi g h a c hi e vi n g Bl a c ks.   P et ers o n -

L e wis & Br att o n ( 2 0 0 4) c o u nt er e d t his b y e x p osi n g t h e W hit e l a b el of “ n er d ” is pl a c e d i n a 

s o ci al c o nt e xt. T h e Bl a c k l a b el of “ a cti n g W hit e ” c o n n e ct e d t o r a c e. T his c o n n e cti o n c a us e d a 

r a ci al i d e ntit y iss u e f or hi g h a c hi e vi n g Bl a c ks. Di d t h e y c o nti n u e t h eir a c a d e mi c p urs uits at t h e 

ris k of s e v eri n g t h eir ti es t o t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y ? T h e d e v el o p m e nt of r a c e-c o ns ci o us n ess w as 

criti c al t o c o m b at t h e E ur o c e ntri c n or ms i n A m eri c a n s o ci et y. B y i n c ul c ati n g Bl a c k y o ut h wit h 

p ositi v e c ult ur al i m a g es, Bl a c k y o ut h c o ul d l ess e n t h e i m p a ct of w h at “ a cti n g W hit e ” a n d “ a cti n g 

Bl a c k ” m e a nt ( T at u m, 2 0 1 7).    
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O ur n ati o n w as d e v el o p e d wit h t h e e m p o w er m e nt of o n e r a ci al gr o u p ( W hit es) 

s u bj u g ati n g a n ot h er r a ci al gr o u p ( Bl a c ks). W hil e a c k n o wl e d gi n g t h e r a ci al g a p, w o ul d hi n dsi g ht 

s h o w att e m pts at r a ci al e q u alit y f urt h er e ntr e n c h e d r a cis m f o u n d i n e d u c ati o n ? H o c hs c h il d 

( 1 9 8 4) st at e d t h at r a cis m- w hi c h h as b e e n i n e xist e n c e b e y o n d sl a v er y, W orl d W ars , a n d Br o w n 

v. B o ar d - w as w h at s h a p e d A m eri c a n s o ci et y. C R T w o ul d s u p p ort t h e i d e a t h at r a cis m w as 

pr es e nt i n t h e f a bri c of d ail y A m eri c a n lif e. Wit hi n t his c o nstr u ct, L a d s o n -Billi n gs st at e d, “t h e 

i d e a of r a c e w as a w a y t o c at e g ori z e b as e d o n ar bitr ar y g e n eti c diff er e n c es li k e s ki n c ol or, h air 

t e xt ur e, e y e s h a p e, a n d li p si z e ” ( L a ds o n-Billi n gs, 2 0 2 1, p. 4 5). W hil e C R T r e q uir e d s c h ol ars t o 

l o o k at i nt ers e cti o n alit y c o nsi d eri n g all f a c ets of t h e s oci al d y n a mi c (r a c e, g e n d er, cl ass), Bl a c k 

st u d e nts w er e u n d er -e nr oll e d i n A P b y as m u c h as 5 0 p er c e nt a g e p oi nts, e v e n w h e n t h e s c h o ol 

t h e y att e n d e d h a d t h e c o urs es ( Ki m, 2 0 2 1). W hil e e q uit y w as t h e g o al i n o ur d e m o cr a c y, L a ds o n -

Billi n gs ( 2 0 2 1) ar g u e d t h at o ur n ati o n’s d e m o cr a c y w as cr e at e d t hr o u g h a c a pit alisti c s yst e m of 

pr o p ert y o w n ers hi p b e c o mi n g p o w er. O ur e c o n o mi c s yst e m a n d p hil os o p hi c al b eli ef s yst e ms di d 

n ot ali g n b e c a us e A m eri c a n p o w er r esi d e d fr o m c a pit alis m.   

 R o e g m a n & H at c h ( 2 0 1 6) r e v e al e d h o w c ert ai n gr o u ps of st u d e nts, p arti c ul arl y st u d e nts 

of c ol or, w er e m or e li k el y t o b e u n d er pr e p ar e d a n d h o w pl a ci n g t h e m o n a tr a c k cr e at e d a 

str u ct ur al b arri er t o w ar d a c a d e mi c o p p ort u nit y. T h es e st u d e nts, as m e m b ers of t hi s gr o u p, 

s u p p ort e d h o w SI T a n d t h e s u bs et of s o ci al c at e g ori z ati o n i m p a ct e d l e ar ni n g f or Bl a c k st u d e nts. 

“I n 2 0 1 9, Bl a c k st u d e nts m a d e u p 1 5 p er c e nt of all p u bli c -s c h o ol st u d e nts, b ut t o o k j ust 6. 3 % of 

all A P e x a ms ” ( Ki m, 2 0 2 1, p. 3 3). Bl a c k st u d e nts f a c e d s e v er al iss u es t o g ai n a c c ess t o A P l e v el 

c o urs e w or k. A m o n g t h es e w er e l o w t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n al l e v els, p o v ert y, 

a n d l a c k of Bl a c k t e a c h ers. T h e s o ci al i d e ntiti es of ur b a n t e a c h ers cr e at e d a n arr ati v e of w h at a n 

ur b a n st u d e nt l o o k e d li k e. T his i nfl u e n c e d t h e t e a c h er’s p er c e pti o n of t h e st u d e nt a n d t h e 
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e x p e ct ati o ns t h at t h e y h a d of t h e c hil d as a l e ar n er. T his s o ci al c at e g ori z ati o n c a n l e a d t o ur b a n 

st u d e nts b ei n g m ar gi n ali z e d i n t h eir cl assr o o ms ( W hit a k er, 2 0 1 9).  

 I n W o o ds o n’s ( 1 9 3 3) T h e Mis e d u c ati o n of t h e N e gr o , h e dis c uss e d h o w t h e Bl a c k s c h o ol, 

as c o nstr u ct e d at t h e ti m e, d e m oti v at e d Afri c a n A m eri c a n st u d e nts b y cr us hi n g t h eir s p ar k of 

g e ni us. T h e s yst e m r e q uir e d bl a c k c o nf or mit y of l e ar ni n g t hr o u g h a n e d u c ati o n al l e ns t h at 

pr o p a g at e d W hit e s u c c ess a n d sti m ul a ti o n w hi c h d e v al u e d Bl a c k i d e ntit y. Wit h o ut 

a c k n o wl e d gi n g t h at r a cis m e xist e d as a d ail y o c c urr e n c e i n o ur c o u ntr y, w e c a n n ot b e gi n t o 

a d dr ess t h e b arri er t h at e xist e d f or Bl a c k st u d e nts att e m pti n g t o a c c es s A P c o urs e w or k. Fl o w ers 

& B a n d a ( 2 0 1 9) a d v o c at e d f or A P pr o gr a ms t o b e e x p a n d e d b y i nt e nti o n all y r e cr uiti n g mi n orit y 

st u d e nts. T h e e x p a nsi o n of A P pr o gr a ms pr o vi d e d e n c o ur a g e m e nt t o mi n orit y st u d e nts a n d 

s er v e d as a c o nfi d e n c e b uil d er, w hi c h alt er e d mi n or it y st u d e nts’ mi n ds et w h e n t a ki n g a d diti o n al 

a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. T his w as ti e d t o t h e c o u nt er -n arr ati v e c o nstr u cti o n f o u n d wit hi n C R T a n d 

t o t h e d e v el o p m e nt of n e w p ar a m et ers wit hi n y o ur s o ci al c at e g ori z ati o n gr o u p. C o n n e cti n g t h es e 

t w o t h e ori es, L a ds o n-Billi n gs & T at e ( 1 9 9 5) dis c uss e d h o w s c h o ols o p er at e d t o f urt h er 

A m eri c a’s s o ci al d y n a mi c, w h er e  Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e n ot pr o vi d e d t h e n e c ess ar y o p p ort u niti es 

t o c at c h u p wit h t h eir W hit e p e ers. A c k n o wl e d gi n g t h at r a c e as a s o ci al c o nstr u ct e xist e d 

s u p p ort e d t h e n oti o n t h at C R T a n d SI T as e d u c ati o n al t h e ori es c o ul d b e t est e d a n d c o ul d b e us e d 

t o b olster i m pr o v e d o ut c o m es f or Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es.  

D e v el o p m e nt of A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt P r o g r a m mi n g  
 I n t h e 1 8 0 0s, c oll e g e st u d e nts l e ar n e d at t h eir o w n p a c e a n d t h er e w as n o str atifi c ati o n of 

pl a c e m e nt. E v e nt u all y, o n e’s c o urs e w or k w as d esi g n at e d b as e d u p o n o n e’s a g e. A c c or di n g t o 

Fi n n & S c a nl o n ( 2 0 1 9), i n di vi d u al st at es als o m a n d at e d t h at c hil dr e n att e n d s c h o ols a n d t h e i d e a 

of “ c o m p uls or y att e n d a n c e l a ws ” w as e n a ct e d. As R ot hs c hil d ( 1 9 9 9) r e p ort e d, i n J u n e of 1 9 5 0, 
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d u e t o t h e C ol d W ar a n d e v e nt u al K or e a n W ar, e d u c at ors i n t h e U nit e d St at es d e ci d e d t h at 

c h a n g es i n t h e A m eri c a n e d u c ati o n s yst e m w er e n e c ess ar y. T h er e w as a n e e d a n d a dri v e f or 

m or e e n gi n e ers, s ci e ntists, a n d t al e nt e d s c h ol ars, a n d t h er e w as als o a d esir e t o s p e e d u p t h e r at e 

at w hi c h m at eri als w er e pr es e nt e d i n s c h o ol. O n e of t h e v er y first i niti ati v es w as c all e d t h e F u n d 

f or t h e A d v a n c e m e nt of E d u c ati o n ( F A E) b y t h e F or d F o u n d ati o n, w hi c h st art e d i n 1 9 5 1. T h e y 

cr e at e d s c h ol ars hi ps f or hi g h s c h o ol s o p h o m or es a n d s e nt t h e m t o eit h er t h e U ni v ersit y of 

C hi c a g o, C ol u m bi a, Wis c o nsi n, or Y al e. T h e y r e c ei v e d t w o y e ars of c oll e g e e d u c ati o n pri or t o 

b e c o mi n g eli gi bl e f or t h e dr aft. T h e i d e a of t a ki n g t h e b est st u d e nts a w a y u ps et s o m e s c h o ol 

a d mi nistr at ors. T h e i ni ti ati v e t h e n d e ci d e d t o s hift its f o c us ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9). 

 T h e n e xt a p pr o a c h t o a c c el er at e l e ar ni n g w as b y all o wi n g c ert ai n st u d e nts t o m o v e a h e a d 

o n c e t h e y w er e i n c oll e g e. A pr o mi n e nt s c h o ol h e a d m ast er wr ot e t o t h e F A E e x pl ai ni n g,   

B o ys fr o m t h e b est i n d e p e n d e nt s c h o ols oft e n r e p ort e d t h at t h eir e arl y c o urs es i n 

c oll e g e w er e r e p etiti o us a n d d ull. W e ar e m u c h c o n c er n e d t h at s o m e of o ur b est 

b o ys s e e m t o l os e i nt er est d uri n g t h eir first a n d s e c o n d y e ars of c oll e g e. 

( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9, p. 1 7 8)  

I n 1 9 5 2, a fi n al c o m mitt e e r e p ort b e c a m e a vit al d o c u m e nt i n t h e a d v e nt of A P, a n d it w as t h e 

first ti m e t h e t er mi n ol o g y “ a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt ” w as us e d. T h e y als o s u g g est e d t h e c o n c e pt of 

a n a c hi e v e m e nt e x a m, w h er e cr e dit f or t h e pr er e q uisit e c o ul d b e gi v e n.  

 I n M a y of 1 9 5 4, j ust as Br o w n v. B o ar d  w as b ei n g r ul e d o n, t h e first c o m m o n A P e x a ms 

w er e a d mi nist er e d t o st u d e nts i n 2 7 p arti ci p ati n g s c h o ols ( Fi n n & S c a nl a n, 2 0 1 9; R ot hs c hil d, 

1 9 9 9). T h e r es ults pr o v e d t h e hi g h s c h o ol ers gr as p e d t h e m at eri al a n d t h e pr o gr a m c o ul d 

c o nti n u e. T e n s u bj e ct m att er s w er e i niti all y c h os e n: Bi ol o g y, C h e mistr y, E n glis h C o m p ositi o n, 

Fr e n c h, G er m a n, L ati n, Lit er at ur e, M at h e m ati cs, P h ysi cs, a n d S p a nis h. T h e C oll e g e B o ar d w as 
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e v e nt u all y gi v e n t h e r es p o nsi bilit y of A P. T h e e x a ms w er e t o l ast t hr e e h o urs a n d c ost $ 1 0. T h e 

s c or es of “fi v e ” as “ hi g h h o n ors ” t o “ o n e ” as “f ail ” w er e assi g n e d. T his s c ori n g s yst e m c o nti n u es 

t o b e us e d t o d at e.  W h e n t h e p erf or m a n c e of t h e st u d e nts fr o m  t h e f all of 1 9 5 4 w er e e v al u at e d 

aft er t h eir first y e ar of c oll e g e, 3 2 % w er e i n t h e t o p 1/ 6 of t h eir cl ass, w hi c h w as t o ut e d as a 

tr e m e n d o us s u c c ess ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9). 

 T h e l at e 1 9 6 0s w as a ti m e of p oliti c al a n d s o ci al t ur m oil a n d e d u c ati o n w as aff e ct e d as 

e vi d e n c e d b y d e cr e as e d S A T s c or es i n t h e n ati o n. T h e er a br o u g ht wit h it c h all e n g es t o 

tr a diti o n al gr a di n g a n d st u d e nts d e m a n d e d i n di vi d u ali z e d i nstr u cti o n. A c c or di n g t o K oll uri 

( 2 0 1 8), d uri n g t h e mi d dl e t o l at er 1 9 6 0s, t h e A P pr o gr a m fi n all y b e g a n t o m o v e a w a y fr o m its 

p er c e pti o n of elitis m t o b ei n g m or e a c c essi bl e t o all st u d e nts. T his w as us h er e d i n d u e t o 

Pr esi d e nt L y n d o n J o h ns o n’s Gr e at S o ci et y  b eli efs, w h er e h e “ e n a ct e d m assi v e e d u c ati o n r ef or ms 

b y f usi n g e d u c ati o n wit h t h e l ar g er a nti p o v ert y eff ort ” ( St e u d m a n, 2 0 1 4, p. 4 8 0). As R ot hs c hil d 

( 1 9 9 9) e x p o u n d e d, t h e n u m b er of st u d e nts t a ki n g A P cl ass es b e g a n t o s h ar pl y i n cr e as e d u e t o t h e 

mis u n d erst a n di n g t h at A P c o urs e s w er e j ust f or hi g h s c h o ol s e ni ors. O n c e u n d er gr a d u at es w er e 

m a d e a w ar e t h at t h e y w er e eli gi bl e f or A P cl ass es, t h e e nr oll m e nt n u m b ers r os e. I n 1 9 7 0, it w as 

n ot e d, “ b e c a us e t h er e h a v e n ot b e e n as m a n y Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es, s o m e p e o pl e r e g ar d 

t h e pr o gr a m as t o u c h e d wit h 'i nstit uti o n al r a cis m’ ” ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9, p. 1 8 6). D o c u m e nt e d 

c h e ati n g o n A P e x a ms o c c urr e d f or t h e first ti m e i n 1 9 7 3. R e d u c e d f e es f or st u d e nts w h o c o ul d 

n ot aff or d t h e A P t est b e g a n i n 1 9 7 5. T h e C oll e g e B o ar d f a c e d c o nst a nt fi n a n ci al str u g gl es f or 

f u n di n g.   

 Gr o wt h i n A P p arti ci p ati o n c o nti n u e d fr o m 1 9 7 5 -1 9 8 5 d u e t o it b e c o mi n g a n ati o n al 

pr o gr a m a n d e v e n t h o u g h e d u c ati o n i n t h e U nit e d St at es w as f a lli n g s h ort as ri v als o n t h e gl o b al 

s c al e w er e t a ki n g o v er i n d ustri es s u c h as s ci e n c e a n d t e c h n ol o g y ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9). As d et ail e d 
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i n his c o m pr e h e nsi v e hist or y of A P, R ot hs c hil d ( 1 9 9 9) e x pl ai n e d, “I n 1 9 7 6, 3, 9 3 7 s c h o ols 

p arti ci p at e d i n A P; b y 1 9 8 5, t h er e w er e 6, 7 2 0. I n 1 9 7 6, 7 5, 6 5 1 st u d e nts t o o k 9 8, 8 9 8 

e x a mi n ati o ns; i n 1 9 8 5, a t ot al of 2 0 5, 6 5 0 st u d e nts t o o k 2 8 0, 9 7 2 e x a mi n ati o ns ” ( p. 1 8 5). T h e 

1 9 8 0s br o u g ht e x p a nsi o n of c o urs e off eri n gs i n cl u di n g Dr a wi n g a n d C o m p ut er S ci e n c e. A P 

c o urs es b e g a n t o b e off er e d t o m or e st u d e nts fr o m all b a c k gr o u n ds, i n cl u di n g i n r ur al a n d ur b a n 

s etti n gs. T h e sti g m a of A P o nl y b ei n g f or t h e elit e h a d dis a p p e a r e d. St u d e nts of t h e 1 9 8 0s 

a p pr e ci at e d t h e m erit of w h at A P off er e d a n d f elt t h at t h e y n e e d e d t h e e d g e t h at A P c o urs es 

off er e d b e c a us e of f e ars of p a yi n g f or c oll e g e e d u c ati o ns ( R ot hs c hil d, 1 9 9 9).  

 A c c or di n g t o R ot hs c hil d ( 1 9 9 9), t h e n e xt d e c a d e c o nti n u e d t o s h o w n ati o n al i nt er est i n 

st a n d ar ds a n d t esti n g. I n t h e 1 9 9 0s, t h e A P pr o gr a m w as d e e m e d a s u c c ess, wit h e v er i n cr e asi n g 

v ol u m es of st u d e nts t a ki n g t h e t ests a n d of s c h o ols off eri n g t h e m. I n 2 0 0 2, N o C hil d L eft B e hi n d 

r ef or m pr o vi d e d f u n di n g f or A P pr o gr a ms t o e x p a n d. T his e x p a nsi o n i n cl u d e d ot h er c o u ntri es 

ar o u n d t h e w orl d s u c h as C a n a d a a n d G er m a n y. T h er e w as als o c oll e g e s c h ol ars hi p m o n e y ti e d 

t o t est p erf or m a n c e o n A P e x a ms. T h e n u m b er of mi norit y st u d e nts t a ki n g A P c o urs e w or k 

c o nti n u e d t o i n cr e as e i n t h e 1 9 9 0s a n d 2 0 0 0s.  

 Ki m ( 2 0 2 1) r e p ort e d t h at st at e a n d f e d er al p oli c y m a k ers h a v e s u p p ort e d t h e e x p a nsi o n of 

t h e A P pr o gr a m o v er t h e p ast t w e nt y y e ars. T h e d at a r e v e al e d t h at a p pr o xi m at el y 7 0 % of all 

U nit e d St at es p u bli c hi g h s c h o ols off er e d A P. I n 2 0 2 0, 2. 6 milli o n st u d e nts  w er e i n v ol v e d i n 

A P.   Bl a c k st u d e nts c o m pris e d 1 5 % of all p u bli c -s c h o ol st u d e nts, y et o nl y t o o k 6. 3 % of all A P 

e x a ms ( Ki m, 2 0 2 1). M a n y i nstit uti o ns c o nsi d er e d A P d at a s c or es i n t h eir a d missi o ns s el e cti o n 

pr o c ess a n d t his d at a c o ul d p ot e nti all y b e a f a ct or  i n f ut ur e c oll e g e s u c c ess. K oll uri ( 2 0 1 8) 

r e p ort e d 3 8 diff er e nt c o urs e off eri n gs f or A P cl ass es. Gr a nt m o n e y a n d p a n d e mi c r eli ef m o n e y 
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fr o m t h e C A R E S a ct all o w e d t h e A P pr o gr a m t o p a y e x a m f e es f or l o w er i n c o m e st u d e nts ( Ki m, 

2 0 2 1).    

 Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e c o nsist e ntl y d et er mi n e d t o b e u n d er -e nr oll e d i n A P e v e n w h e n t h e 

a v ail a bilit y w as pr es e nt (J effri es & Sil v er n ail, 2 0 1 7; P atri c k et al., 2 0 2 0; Ri c c ar di & Wi nsl er, 

2 0 2 1). K oll uri ( 2 0 1 8) e x pl ai n e d t h at tr a c ki n g p att er ns c o ntri b ut e d t o w h y Bl a c k st u d e nts s hi e d 

a w a y fr o m W hit e cl ass es a n d t h at it  c a us e d t h e m t o b e u n c o mf ort a bl e. I n 2 0 1 9, 3. 9 % of Bl a c k 

st u d e nts e x a mi n e d i n A P s c or e d a “fi v e ” as c o m p ar e d t o 1 4. 4 % of W hit e st u d e nts, 2 3. 8 % of 

Asi a n st u d e nts, a n d 8. 3 % of L ati n x st u d e nts. P art of t h e r e as o n t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e n ot 

s u c c e e di n g i n A P c o urs es w as d u e t o l a c k of r es o ur c es a n d s u p p ort ( Ki m, 2 0 2 1).  A c c or di n g t o 

K oll uri ( 2 0 1 8), s c h o ols t h at s er v e d l o w -i n c o m e st u d e nts t e n d e d t o b e d efi ci e nt i n q u alit y 

t e a c h ers. T e a c h ers i n l o w-i n c o m e s c h o ols g e n er all y w er e n ot e x p eri e n c e d i n t h e s u bj e ct m atter, 

di d n ot p oss ess hi g h er d e gr e es, a n d e n c o u nt er e d el e v at e d l e v els of t e a c h er t ur n o v er ( A ys c u e & 

Orfi el d, 2 0 1 4 ). Mi n orit y st u d e nts a d mitt e d t h at s o ci al is ol ati o n c a us e d t h e m t o a v oi d t a ki n g A P 

c o urs es. As d es cri b e d i n J eff eri es & Sil v er n ail ( 2 0 1 7), s o m e B l a c k st u d e nts b eli e v e d t h e y w o ul d 

b e d o u bl y r ej e ct e d b y cl ass m at es. T h e y di d n ot wis h t o b e c o nsi d er e d “ c ult ur al tr ait ors ” b y t h eir 

Bl a c k p e ers, a n d t h e y r e c o g ni z e d t h e p ot e nti al f or r ej e cti o n b y t h eir W hit e p e ers, w h o t e n d e d t o 

m a k e u p m ost of t h e cl ass ( p. 7 4).  

 T h e M ultif a c et e d C a us es of D e c r e as e d Mi n o rit y R e p r es e nt ati o n  
S e v er al s ali e nt c a us es f or d e cr e as e d mi n orit y e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es w er e i d e ntifi e d 

w h e n t h e lit er at ur e w as r e vi e w e d. W hil e t h e f oll o wi n g c a us es w er e n ot all i n cl usi v e, t h e fi v e 

b arri ers pr es e nt e d w er e hi g hl y i nfl u e nti al a n d r e q uir e d f urt h er i n v esti g ati o n.  
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P o v e rt y  
T h e n e g ati v e eff e cts of p o v ert y o n st u d e nt l e ar ni n g w er e w ell d o c u m e nt e d i n a n 

a b u n d a n c e of lit er at ur e. P o v ert y b e g a n i n e arl y c hil d h o o d a n d c o nti n u e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e c hil d’s 

a c a d e mi c c ar e er.  I n r e c e nt y e ars, t h e p o p ul ati o n of A m eri c a n st u d e nts w h o gr e w u p i n p o v ert y 

h as i n cr e as e d a n d o v er fi v e milli o n st u d e nts att e n d e d s c h o ols w h er e at l e ast h alf of t h e st u d e nt 

p o p ul ati o n e x p eri e n c e d p o v ert y ( N o wi c ki & U .S . G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e, 2 0 1 8). T h e 

e m b e d d e d c h all e n g e of p o v ert y r e ar e d its elf as t h e n ati o n’s st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n tr e n d e d t o w ar d 

m or e c hil dr e n b ei n g eli gi bl e f or fr e e a n d r e d u c e d l u n c h es. A c c or di n g t o J e ns e n ( 2 0 0 9), st u d e nts 

r ais e d i n p o v ert y f a c e d iss u es i n br ai n d e v el o p m e nt d u e t o t h e c o nst a nt st at e of str ess t h e e xtr e m e 

p o v ert y e n vir o n m e nts c r e at e d. T his g e n er at e d a n e g ati v e i m p a ct o n s c h o ol p erf or m a n c e d u e t o 

di mi nis h e d att e nti o n s p a n, l o w er t est s c or es, a n d a dr asti c i n cr e as e i n a bs e nt e eis m. I n a d diti o n, 

st u d e nts i n s c h o ols wit h hi g h p o v ert y e x hi bit e d hi g h er r at es of s us p e nsi o n/ e x p ulsi o n, m o r e a cts 

of s c h o ol vi ol e n c e, a n d hi g h er tr u a n c y r at es ( R ust, 2 0 1 9). T h es e f or e n a m e d c h all e n g es 

j e o p ar di z e d l e ar ni n g f or t h os e li vi n g i n p o v ert y a n d t h eir n o n-p o v ert y p e ers, w h o m a y h a v e h a d 

t h e e d u c ati o n al e n vir o n m e nt a d a pt e d t o m e et t h e n e e ds pr es e nt i n t he cl assr o o m. T his p ot e nti all y 

cr e at e d a n e n vir o n m e nt w h er e st u d e nts w er e l ess li k el y t o e n g a g e i n a d v a n c e d l e v el 

c o urs e w or k.    

Ur b a n distri cts w er e oft e n c h ar a ct eri z e d as hi g h p o v ert y, r a ci all y di v ers e s c h o ols, wit h 

l o w a c hi e vi n g st u d e nts. T h e l a c k of f u n di n g fr o m wit hi n t h e distri ct d e v el o p e d a n e n vir o n m e nt 

w h er e c oll e g e -pr e p ar at or y o p p ort u niti es w er e li mit e d b e c a us e f e w st u d e nts  p urs u e d t h at p at h w a y 

( D u n c h e o n, 2 0 2 1; R ust, 2 0 1 9). Griss o m et al. ( 2 0 2 0) r e p ort e d t h at Bl a c k a n d His p a ni c st u d e nts 

w er e u n d err e pr es e nt e d i n u p p er -l e v el m at h c o urs es. T his l a c k of r e pr es e nt ati o n e x a c er b at e d t h e 

l e ar ni n g g a p alr e a d y f o u n d b et w e e n mi n orit y st u d e nts a n d W hit e st u d e nts. F urt h er m or e, mi n orit y 
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st u d e nts of p o v ert y w er e d e e pl y a w ar e of t h e i n e q uit y t h at e xist e d b et w e e n t h e m a n d t h eir W hit e 

p e ers. R ust ( 2 0 1 9) b eli e v e d t his cr e at e d a s yst e m w h er e t h es e st u d e nts b e g a n t o p er c ei v e 

t h e ms el v es as “l ess t h a n ” t h eir m or e affl u e nt p e ers; t h at t h e y s h o ul d ha v e l o w er a c a d e mi c 

e x p e ct ati o ns a n d l o w er I Q s c or es. I n a d diti o n t o t h e s elf -p er c e pti o n of b ei n g “l ess t h a n ” t h eir 

affl u e nt p e ers, mi n orit y st u d e nts i n p o v ert y oft e n h a d f e w er e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es aff or d e d t o 

t h e m i n t h eir s c h o ols. T his est a blis h e d a s yst e m w hi c h pr e c o ntri v e d a g ai nst mi n orit y st u d e nts i n 

p o v ert y b e c a us e t h eir c o urs e o pti o ns w er e u n a v ail a bl e or li mit e d c o m p ar e d t o t h eir p e ers.    

T h e N o wi c ki & U .S . G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e ( 2 0 1 8) r e p ort hi g hli g ht e d t his 

iss u e w h e n r e v e ali n g t h at as p o v ert y l e v els gr e w, a d v a n c e d c o urs e off eri n gs b e c a m e 

li mit e d. F u n d a m e nt al c o urs es, s u c h as al g e br a I a n d g e o m etr y w er e off er e d t o n e arl y all st u d e nts 

i n p o v ert y, h o w e v er, m or e a d v a n c e d c o urs es, s u c h as c al c ul us a n d p h ysi cs w er e n ot. T h e offi c e 

n ot e d t h at 8 5 % of l o w -p o v ert y s c h o ols off er e d c al c ul us a n d 9 0 % off er e d p h ysi cs. T h es e n u m b ers 

w er e dr asti c all y r e d u c e d t o 5 0 % i n c al c ul us a n d 6 2 % i n p h ysi c s i n hi g h -p o v ert y s c h o ols ( p p. 1 3 -

1 4). If e d u c ati o n of c hil dr e n w as t h e or eti c all y t h e gr e at e q u ali z er f or st u d e nts of all r a c es, 

et h ni citi es, a n d b a c k gr o u n ds, t his gl ari n g l a c k of o p p ort u nit y r a n c o ntr ar y t o t h e 

missi o n.  Mi n orit y st u d e nts i n s c h o ols of p o v ert y h a d l ess e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es t h a n t h eir 

W hit e, n o n -p o v ert y p e ers. R e g ar dl ess of t h eir a bilit y t o c o m pl et e c o urs es or t h eir t al e nt, if a 

s c h o ol di d n ot off er t h e c o urs e w or k t o c h all e n g e st u d e nts, t h e y c o ul d n ot m a xi mi z e t h eir 

p ot e nti al. M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) st at e d t h at hi g h -a bilit y st u d e nts of c ol or w er e l ess li k el y t o b e e nr oll e d 

i n ri g or o us c o urs es a n d pl a c e d i n gift e d e d u c ati o n pr o gr a ms, w hi c h w as oft e n a g at e w a y t o m or e 

a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. T his c o urs e w or k w as n e e d e d b e c a us e it b e c a m e a pr e di ct or of f ut ur e 

s u c c ess f or st u d e nts. T h es e st u d e nts als o t e n d e d t o s c or e b ett er o n st a n d ar di z e d t ests li k e t h e 

A C T a n d e ar n e d hi g h er gr a d es ( Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1). T h e st u d e nts w h o h a d a c c ess t o 
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t h es e c o urs es w er e m or e li k el y t o a p pl y, b e a c c e pt e d, a n d att e n d c oll e g e. U nf ort u n at el y, f or t h os e 

mi n orit y st u d e nts of p o v ert y w h o o v er c a m e t h e l a c k of a c c ess b arri er a n d p ersist e d i n att e n di n g 

c oll e g e or u ni v ersiti es, still f a c e d n u m er o us c h all e n g es. Att e n di n g c oll e g e w as o n e t hi n g, b ut 

gr a d u ati n g w as m u c h m or e diffi c ult. T h e l a c k of a c c ess t o a ri g or o us hi g h s c h o ol c urri c ul u m 

i m p a ct e d c oll e g e gr a d u ati o n r at es. D u n c h e o n ( 2 0 2 1) f o u n d t h at Bl a c k m al es w h o att e n d e d hi g h 

p o v ert y s c h o ols f a c e d 8 2 % l o w er o d ds o f o bt ai ni n g a b a c h el or's d e gr e e.  

C a r e gi v e r E d u c ati o n al L e v els  
A n ot h er f a c et i m p a cti n g st u d e nts e nr olli n g i n a d v a n c e d c o urs es r el at e d t o t h e e d u c ati o n 

l e v el of t h eir p ar e nts. J e ns e n ( 2 0 0 9) es p o us e d t h at i n m a n y l o w-i n c o m e h o us e h ol ds t h e p ar e nt al 

e d u c ati o n l e v el w as s u bst a n d ar d. Pri or st u di es b y H o ust o n & X u ( 2 0 1 6) f o u n d t h at w h e n t h e 

p ar e nt w as i n v ol v e d a n d t o o k a n a cti v e r ol e i n t h e c hil d’s e d u c ati o n, t h er e w as hi g h er st u d e nt 

s u c c ess. B ei n g t h at p o v ert y tr e n d e d al o n g g e n er ati o n al li n es, o n e c o ul d s ur mis e t h at t h e 

e d u c ati o n al e x p eri e n c e of t h e p ar e nt m a y n ot h a v e b e e n a p ositi v e e x p eri e n c e. T his c o ul d f a ct or 

i nt o p ar e nt al dis e n g a g e m e nt fr o m t h e c o urs e s el e cti o n pr o c ess. Wit h o ut a w ell-d e v el o p e d s e ns e 

of i ntri nsi c m oti v ati o n, t h es e st u d e nts w er e l eft wit h littl e g ui d a n c e as t o w hi c h cl ass es w o ul d 

m ost b e n efit t h e m w hil e i n hi g h s c h o ol. H o ust o n & X u ( 2 0 1 6) st at e d, “st u d e nts fr o m l o w er 

e d u c at e d h o us e h ol ds d o n ot n e c ess aril y h a v e t h e e x p eri e n c e of p ar e nt al g ui d a n c e i n t h e c oll e g e 

e x p eri e n c e as p ar e nts h a v e n o e x p eri e n c e t h e ms el v es ” ( p. 2 2). F urt h er s u p p orti n g t his c o n c e pt, 

K oll uri ( 2 0 2 0 ) st at e d, “ 2 9. 1 % of st u d e nts w h os e p ar e nts di d n ot fi nis h hi g h s c h o ol t o o k at l e ast 

o n e A P cl ass b y gr a d u ati o n, c o m p ar e d wit h 5 4. 4 % of t h os e w h os e p ar e nts e ar n e d a c oll e g e 

d e gr e e ” ( p. 3 1).    

P ar e nts fr o m p o v ert y r ei nf or c e d l o w e x p e ct ati o ns b e c a us e t h e y oft e n di d n ot p urs u e 

a d v a n c e d e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es or dr o p p e d o ut t h e ms el v es. If t h e st u d e nt w as a first -



4 7  
 

g e n er ati o n hi g h s c h o ol gr a d u at e, t h er e t y pi c all y w as a s e ns e of a c c o m plis h m e nt i n t h at f e at, s o 

t h er e w as n o e x p e ct ati o n t o att e n d c oll e g e or t o t a k e m or e ri g or o us c o urs e w or k w hil e i n hi g h 

s c h o ol ( N o wi c ki & U .S . G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e, 2 0 1 8). W hil e p ar e nts of l o w 

s o ci o e c o n o mi c st at us w er e oft e n st er e ot y p e d as b ei n g u ni nt er est e d or u ni n v ol v e d i n t h eir c hil d’s 

e d u c ati o n, P arr ett & B u d g e ( 2 0 2 0) ar g u e d t h at t h es e p ar e nts v al u e d e d u c ati o n as a m e a ns t o 

s o ci a l m o bilit y b ut l a c k e d t h e k n o wl e d g e of h o w t o a c c ess t h e s yst e m. W h e n e v al u ati n g w h at 

m a k es mi n orit y st u d e nts m or e s u c c essf ul i n a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt c o urs es, t h e t h e m e of p ar e nt al 

s u p p ort w as fr e q u e ntl y m e nti o n e d. S h a u n ess y -D e dri c k et al. ( 2 0 1 4) s u m m ari z e d it w ell b y 

st ati n g, “ p ar e nts’ u n d erst a n di n g of t h e pr o gr a m e x p e ct ati o ns a n d t h e w a ys t h eir c hil d’s lif e w as 

aff e ct e d -fr o m t h e ti m e c o m mit m e nt f or c o urs e pr e p ar ati o n t o i nt e nsit y of t h e pr o gr a m e x p eri e n c e 

o n t h e c hil d’s a c a d e mi c a n d s o ci al -e m oti o n al w orl d -w er e p ossi bl y c o n diti o ns t h at aff e ct e d 

st u d e nt s u c c ess ” ( p. 1 2).  

T e a c h e r E x p e ct ati o ns  
T e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns pl a y e d o n e of t h e l ar g est r ol es i n Bl a c k st u d e nt a c c ess t o a d v a n c e d 

l e v el c o urs e w or k. T hr o u g h o ut t h eir e d u c ati o n al c ar e ers, mi n orit y st u d e nts w er e g ui d e d b y m a n y 

t e a c h ers w h o pr e p ar e d, a n d i n s o m e c as es, r e c o m m e n d e d eli gi bl e st u d e nts to e nt er t h e a d v a n c e d 

a c a d e mi c p at h w a y. Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er ( 2 0 2 1) dis c uss e d t his i m p a ct w h e n citi n g tr a c ki n g a n d 

t h e eff e ct it h a d o n st u d e nts of c ol or. Pl a ci n g st u d e nts o n p at h w a ys t o o e arl y p ossi bl y h a d a 

n e g ati v e i m p a ct a n d d el a y e d o p p ort u nit y or d e ni e d  a c c ess t o u p p er -l e v el c o urs e w or k. S c h o ols 

i niti at e d t esti n g f or s u p eri or c o g niti v e gift e d n ess b y t h e s e c o n d gr a d e. O n c e i d e ntifi e d, t h es e 

st u d e nts w er e pl a c e d i n a c o h ort t h at all o w e d t h e m a c c ess t o a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k e arli er, 

i n cl u di n g t h e a bilit y t o t a k e hi g h s c h o ol cr e dit c o urs es i n mi d dl e s c h o ol. If a st u d e nt “ miss e d ” 

t his tr a c k, t h er e w as li mit e d a bilit y t o es c a p e t h e e d u c ati o n al c ast e. R o e g m a n & H at c h ( 2 0 1 6) 
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r e v e al e d h o w c ert ai n gr o u ps of st u d e nts, p arti c ul arl y st u d e nts of c ol or, w er e m or e li k el y t o b e 

u n d er pr e p ar e d a n d h o w pl a ci n g t h e m o n a tr a c k cr e at e d a str u ct ur al b arri er t o w ar d a c a d e mi c 

o p p ort u nit y. M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) cit e d h o w l o w t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns w er e li n k e d t o t h e 

u n d err e pr es e nt ati o n of mi n orit y st u d e nts i n gift e d pr o gr a m mi n g. A n d ers o n ( 2 0 2 0) s u p p ort e d t his 

vi e w p oi nt citi n g t e a c h er bi as i n t h e n o mi n ati o n of gift e d Bl a c k girls f or a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. 

T e a c h ers wit h l o w e x p e ct ati o ns of t h e a c a d e mi c a ptit u d e of t h es e Bl a c k girls oft e n d es cri b e d 

t h e m as o p p ositi o n al a n d b oss y.   

V el a et al. ( 2 0 2 0) e x a mi n e d t e a c h er s u p p ort i n A P a n d n o n -A P c o urs es a n d f o u n d t h at 

diff er e n c es w er e n ot e d b y t h e st u d e nts, n a m el y t h at t e a c h ers h a d l o w e x p e ct ati o ns, l ess 

m e nt ori n g, a n d l ess c oll e g e o p p ort u niti es f or n o n -A P st u d e nts. T h e i n v est m e nt a t e a c h er m a d e i n 

pr o vi di n g ai d a n d s u p p ort t o st u d e nts i m p a ct e d t h e st u d e nt’s p er c e pti o n of t h e ms el v es as a 

l e ar n er a n d i n t h eir e nr oll m e nt i n a d v a n c e d cl ass es. T his p ot e nti all y c o ul d b e c o m e pr o bl e m ati c, 

as J effri es & Sil v er n ail ( 2 0 1 7) cit e d 5 8. 8 % of A P e nr oll m e nts w er e b as e d o n t e a c h er r ef err als. 

T h es e r ef err als b e c a m e t ai nt e d b y bi as pr es e nt w h e n m ost cl assr o o m t e a c h ers w er e W hit e a n d 

n ot tr ai n e d o n t h e c ult ur al diff er e n c es i n mi n orit y st u d e nts.  Mi n orit y st u d e nts w h o att e m pt e d t o 

a c c ess a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w o r k r e q uir e d t h e s u p p ort of t h eir t e a c h ers. Wit e n k o et al. ( 2 0 1 7) 

n ot e d t h at t e a c h er s u p p ort h el p e d t o r e d u c e st u d e nt a bs e nt e eis m. St u d e nts w h o w er e pr es e nt i n 

t h e cl assr o o m h a d b ett er o ut c o m es a n d dr o p o ut r at es w er e r e d u c e d. T e a c h er s u p p ort als o pl a y e d 

a p i v ot al r ol e i n st u d e nts' e nj o y m e nt w hil e at s c h o ol.    

T h e R ol e of S c h o ol C o u ns el o rs  
T h e n e xt c ertifi c at e d gr o u p t h at i m p a ct e d mi n orit y st u d e nt a c c ess t o a d v a n c e d l e v el 

c o urs e w or k w er e s c h o ol c o u ns el ors. S c h o ol c o u ns el ors w er e u ni q u e i n t h at t h eir r ol e bri d g e d t h e 

g a p b et w e e n t e a c h er a n d a d mi nistr at or. T his all o w e d t h e m t o b e pri n ci p all y i n v ol v e d i n t h e 
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d e v el o p m e nt of pr o c e d ur es t o b ett er s er v e mi n orit y st u d e nts w h o w er e att e m pti n g t o a c c ess 

a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k. T h e s c h o ol c o u ns el or oft e n c o nstr u ct e d c o urs e s c h e d ul es f or all 

st u d e nts. R ust ( 2 0 1 9) st at e d t h at s c h o ol c o u ns el ors s er v e d i n t h e r ol e of a n a d v o c at e f or mi n orit y 

st u d e nts b y e d u c ati n g t h eir t e a c h er c oll e a g u es h o w t o b uil d c ult ur all y r es p o nsi v e r el ati o ns hi ps 

wit h t h e st u d e nts, n ot j ust t e a c h t h e c o nt e nt. Wit e n k o et al. ( 2 0 1 7) a d dr ess e d h o w t h e s c h o ol 

c o u ns el or w as us u all y r es p o nsi bl e f or p ost -s e c o n d ar y pl a n ni n g a n d w or k e d wit h st u d e nts t o 

d et er mi n e w h et h er t h e y w o ul d e nr oll i n h o n ors or A P c o urs es. T h es e d e cisi o ns h a d p ost -hi g h 

s c h o ol r a mifi c ati o ns r e g ar di n g c oll e g e a c c e pt a n c e.   

M a n y distri cts w er e m et wit h t h e c h all e n g e of h o w b est t o all o c at e t h e s c h o ol c o u ns el or’s 

ti m e. T his pr o v e d t o b e a n ar d u o us t as k, as o n a gi v e n d a y, t h e c o u ns el or att e n d e d t o m ulti pl e 

d uti es. I n a d diti o n t o ti m e s p e nt wit h st u d e nts w h o m a y h a v e n e e d e d d e -es c al ati o n s er vi c es, 

c o u ns el ors w er e di v ert e d t o s e v er al “ ot h er ” d uti es, w hi c h pr e v e nt e d dir e ct c o u ns eli n g. M o n a g h a n 

et al. ( 2 0 2 0) dis c uss e d b arri ers t h at c a us e d i n eff e cti v e n ess w hil e c o u ns eli n g st u d e nts. T h e 

c as el o a ds i n t h es e e n vir o n m e nts w er e l ar g e, w hi c h cr e at e d diffi c ult y f or t h e c o u ns el or t o i nt er a ct 

wit h st u d e nts i n di vi d u all y. Gr o u p c o u ns eli n g a n d s u p p ort w er e t h e n off er e d b ut di d n ot all o w f or 

a p ers o n al c o n n e cti o n w h e n w al ki n g t hr o u g h t h e s c h e d uli n g pr o c ess. T h e l a c k of f a mili arit y wit h 

a st u d e nt o ft e n c a us e d h ast y d e cisi o ns a b o ut a c c ess t o m or e ri g or o us c o urs es. R o e g m a n & H at c h 

( 2 0 1 6) c o m m u ni c at e d t his i nstit uti o n al iss u e w h e n t h e y st at e d, “ g ui d a n c e c o u ns el ors oft e n 

e x pr ess e d c o n c er ns t h at Bl a c k, L ati n o, a n d p o or st u d e nts w er e u n pr e p ar e d a n d t h at e nr olli n g 

t h e m i n a d v a n c e d c o urs es w o ul d l e a d t o f ail ur e ” ( p. 2 5). T his w ell-i nt e n d e d b ut mis g ui d e d 

pr o c ess d e ni e d st u d e nts t h e o p p ort u nit y t o e nr oll i n m or e a d v a n c e d c o urs es. Fl o w ers & B a n d a 

( 2 0 1 9) a d v o c at e d f or A P pr o gr a ms t o b e e x p a n d e d b y i nt e nti o n all y r e cr uiti n g mi n orit y st u d e nts. 

T h e e x p a nsi o n of A P pr o gr a ms pr o vi d e d e n c o ur a g e m e nt t o mi n orit y st u d e nts a n d s er v e d as a 
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c o nfi d e n c e b uil d er t h at alt er e d mi n orit y st u d e nts' mi n ds et w h e n t a ki n g a d diti o n al a d v a n c e d 

c o urs e w or k.   

L a c k of Mi n o rit y T e a c h e rs  
 M u c h r es e ar c h w as d e di c at e d t o t h e c o n c e pt t h at mi n orit y st u d e nts r es p o n d e d b ett er 

a c a d e mi c all y w h e n t a u g ht b y e d u c at ors w h o h a d si mil ar b a c k gr o u n ds. T his c o n c e pt w as 

e x p a n d e d f urt h er t o d et er mi n e w h et h er st u d e nts p urs u e d a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k b as e d o n t h e 

t e a c h er’s b a c k gr o u n d. Griss o m et al. ( 2 0 2 0) f o u n d t h at h a vi n g a d e m o gr a p hi c all y si mil ar t e a c h er 

w as als o ass o ci at e d wit h m o v e m e nt i n t o h o n ors a n d A P c o urs es. M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) el a b or at e d o n 

t h e s h ort a g e of Afri c a n A m eri c a n t e a c h ers a n d e x pl ai n e d t h at t e a c h ers of t h e s a m e r a c e t e n d e d t o 

b eli e v e t h eir st u d e nts w er e gift e d m or e oft e n t h a n t e a c h ers of a diff er e nt r a c e. E x p a n di n g t his 

f urt h er, M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) r e p ort e d t h at i n s c h o ols wit h hi g h er mi n orit y t e a c h ers, m or e mi n orit y 

st u d e nts w er e r e c o m m e n d e d f or gift e d a n d a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. T e a c h ers w h o h a d si mil ar 

b a c k gr o u n ds as t h eir st u d e nts w er e b ett er e q ui p p e d t o u n d erst a n d c ult ur al i nfl u e n c es t h a n 

t e a c h ers of a diff er e nt r a c e. El -M e k ki ( 2 0 2 1) n ot e d h o w Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e 3 2 p er c e nt m or e 

li k el y t o att e n d c oll e g e if t h e y h a v e h a d a Bl a c k t e a c h er. R ot e n b ur g ( 2 0 2 1) hi g hli g ht e d h o w 

Bl a c k -i m m ersi o n s c h o ols h a v e s e e n gr o wt h i n N e w Y or k Cit y b e c a us e t he y e m pl o y 

pr e d o mi n at el y Bl a c k st affs, s p e cifi c all y Bl a c k m al es, w h o f ost er e d  hi g h e x p e ct ati o ns a n d 

e m p h asi z e d  r a ci al pri d e m or e t h a n t h eir tr a diti o n al s c h o ol c o u nt er p arts.  T h e c ult ur al c o m p o n e nt 

c a n n ot b e d o w n pl a y e d.   K oll uri ( 2 0 2 0 ) e x pl ai n e d t h at i n m ost A P cl ass es, t h e st ori es a n d c ult ur al 

k n o wl e d g e of Bl a c k a n d L ati n/ x st u d e nts w er e l ar g el y i n visi bl e, a n d f or m a n y, t his w as o n e 

r e as o n f or n ot p urs ui n g t h e c o urs e w or k.  

 H ar b at ki n ( 2 0 2 1) cit e d t h at t e a c h er p er c e pti o n w as e v e n str o n g er f or Bl a c k st u d e nts t h a n 

f or W hit e st u d e nts. T h er e w er e l o n g-t er m r a mifi c ati o ns of t e a c h er p er c e pti o n t h at i nfl u e n c e d 
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st u d e nt G P As, c oll e g e r e c o m m e n d ati o ns, b e h a vi or al i n ci d e nts, a n d c oll e g e m atri c ul ati o n i n t h e 

f ut ur e. If t e a c h ers ass ess e d diff er e nt-r a c e st u d e nts l ess f a v or a bl y, t h e n e g ati v e c o ns e q u e n c es 

dis pr o p orti o n at el y aff e ct e d mi n orit y st u d e nts b e c a us e m ost p u bli c -sc h o ol t e a c h ers w er e 

C a u c asi a n ( H ar b at ki n, 2 0 2 1, p. 1). Fi n all y, K oll uri ( 2 0 2 0 ) r e p ort e d t h at st u d e nts w h o o pt e d t o 

t a k e a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k oft e n r e p ort e d a c o n n e cti o n wit h t h e t e a c h er as a r e as o n f or 

d oi n g s o.  

R e vi e w of B a r ri e rs t o A P  
 T h e b arri ers f or Bl a c k st u d e nts n e e d e d t o b e lift e d t o i m pr o v e a c c ess, e nr oll m e nt r at es, 

a n d o ut c o m es f or m ar gi n ali z e d p o p ul ati o ns i n O hi o. T h er e w er e m a n y s yst e mi c b arri ers 

i d e ntifi e d t h at c a us e d Bl a c k st u d e nts t o miss cr u ci al e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es. Th e f oll o wi n g 

s e cti o ns hi g hli g ht e d s e v er al of t h e m ost s ali e nt c a us es.  

E a rl y C hil d h o o d E d u c ati o n I n e q uiti es a n d A c c ess t o Gift e d P r o g r a m mi n g  

T h e pr e c urs ors f or l o n g -t er m a c a d e mi c s u c c ess m ust b e a d dr ess e d e arl y i n a st u d e nt’s 

e d u c ati o n al e x p eri e n c e. If t h e e d u c ati o n s yst e m r e p air e d e arl y c hil d h o o d h ur dl es, st u d e nts w o ul d 

arri v e i n hi g h s c h o ol b ett er pr e p ar e d f or a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. “ Dis p ariti e s i n l e ar ni n g 

o p p ort u niti es t h at o c c urr e d t hr o u g h o ut c hil d h o o d i nfl u e n c e lif el o n g o ut c o m es ” ( R o bi ns o n, 2 0 1 8, 

p. 9 6 1). K ot o k ( 2 0 1 7) e x pl ai n e d t h at s o ci al, e n vir o n m e nt al, a n d ps y c h ol o gi c al f a ct ors 

c o ntri b ut e d t o g a ps a m o n gst st u d e nts at diff er e nt a c hi e v e m e nt  l e v els. Mi n orit y st u d e nts r e c ei v e d 

t h eir e d u c ati o n i n i nf eri or q u alit y s c h o ols wit h f e w er i nstr u cti o n al m at eri als a n d l ess a c c ess t o 

t e c h n ol o g y ( R o bi ns o n, 2 0 1 8). T h e i n e q uiti es i n e arl y c hil d h o o d e d u c ati o n a m o n g Bl a c k c hil dr e n 

c o nti n u e d t hr o u g h o ut t h eir e l e m e nt ar y a n d s e c o n d ar y e d u c ati o n ( R o bi ns o n, 2 0 1 8).    

Gift e d a n d t al e nt e d pr o gr a ms w er e o n e of t h e first i n di c at ors of f ut ur e st u d e nt s u c c ess. 

Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o e n c o u nt er e d hi g h -q u alit y e arl y e d u c ati o n c o ul d b e i d e ntifi e d f or gift e d n ess 
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e arli er, p utti n g t h e m o n tr a c k f or a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k i n t h e f ut ur e ( P atri c k et al., 2 0 2 0). 

A c c or di n g t o P atri c k et al. ( 2 0 2 0), w hil e Bl a c k c hil dr e n m a d e u p 1 6 % of t h e el e m e nt ar y s c h o ol 

p o p ul ati o n, t h e y o nl y m a d e u p 9 % of gift e d a n d t al e nt e d pr o gr a m mi n g ( p. 8).  T his s e nt a n e arl y 

m ess a g e t o y o u n g Bl a c k st u d e nts t h at t h e y w er e n ot s m art e n o u g h t o b e s u c c essf ul i n a d v a n c e d 

w or k.  P atri c k et al. ( 2 0 2 0) n ot e d t h at if Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e gi v e n pr o p orti o n at e r e pr es e nt ati o n 

wit hi n gift e d a n d t al e nt e d pr o gr a m s t h er e w o ul d h a v e b e e n m or e t h a n 7 5, 0 0 0 a d diti o n al Bl a c k 

st u d e nts i n t h e pr o gr a m ( p. 6 2).  A c c or di n g t o J o h ns o n & L ar wi n ( 2 0 2 0) w hil e gr ossl y 

u n d err e pr es e nt e d i n gift e d a n d t al e nt e d pr o gr a m mi n g, Bl a c k st u d e nts, p arti c ul arl y m al es, w er e 

o v err e pr es e nt e d i n s p e ci al e d u c ati o n pr o gr a m mi n g.  “ W h e n Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e e nr oll e d i n 

gift e d a n d t al e nt e d pr o gr a ms, e d u c at ors w er e m or e li k el y t o vi e w t h e m as c a p a bl e or 

a d v a n c e d.   T his p er c e pti o n s u bs e q u e ntl y o p e n e d t h e d o or f or a d v a n c e d c o urs e o p p ort u niti es, li k e 

A d v a n c e d  Pl a c e m e nt, i n t h e f ut ur e ” ( P atri c k et al., 2 0 2 0, p. 8).  

E n vi r o n m e nt al I nfl u e n c es  

E arl y o ut -of -s c h o ol f a ct ors w er e s h o w n t o h a v e a p o w erf ul i m p a ct o n a c hil d’s 

d e v el o p m e nt.   M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) r el a y e d:  

  t h at a c hil d’s h ars h li vi n g c o n diti o ns c o ntri b ut e t o t h eir e n vir o n m e nt, w hi c h is  

l ess sti m ul ati n g. H o w s o m e p ar e nts f ail t o r e a d t o t h eir c hil dr e n r es ults i n w e a k er 

lit er a c y s kills. H a vi n g i n a d e q u at e n utriti o n d o es n ot gi v e t h eir mi n ds e n o u g h 

e n er g y t o l e ar n pr o p erl y. T h e li mit e d a c c ess t o l e ar ni n g m at eri als at a y o u n g a g e 

a n d t o w or d e x p os ur e c a us es t h es e st u d e nts t o b e b e hi n d t h eir p e ers u p o n e nt eri n g 

s c h o ol. T h e y c o nti n u e t o b e b e hi n d as t h e y c o nti n u e o n t hr o u g h s c h o ol b e c a us e 

t h e s c h o ols t h e y att e n d ar e of l o w er q u alit y. ( p. 2 1 0) 
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Ri c c ar di & Wi nsl er ( 2 0 2 1) s ur mis e d t h at h a vi n g r e d u c e d a c c ess t o b o o ks, c o m p ut ers, a n d 

e d u c ati o n al t o ys as w ell as f e w er c h a n c es t o e x p eri e n c e di v ers e e d u c ati o n al s etti n gs w er e ot h er 

f a c ets t h at di mi nis h e d e arl y l e ar ni n g. M a n y ot h er a d v ers e c o n diti o ns w er e r e vi e w e d b y N o wi c ki 

& U .S . G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e ( 2 0 1 8) as s o ur c es of s c h o ol c h all e n g es, i n cl u di n g 

h u n g er, h o m el ess n ess, li vi n g i n f ost er c ar e, or e x p eri e n ci n g vi ol e n c e or a b us e.  A d v ers e h o m e 

c o n diti o ns t h at n e g ati v el y i m p a ct e d s c h o ol p erf or m a n c e a n d c a us e d str ess f or st u d e nts i n cl u d e d 

f a mil y fi g hti n g, n ois y or distr a cti n g e n vir o n m e nts, l a c k of c hil d c ar e f or y o u n g er si bli n gs, a n d 

o v er all l o w p ar e nt s u p p ort f or l e ar ni n g ( S h a u n ess y -D e dri c k et al., 2 0 1 4 ).  

 K oll uri ( 2 0 2 0 ) m e nti o n e d t h at t e a c h ers i n his st u d y a c k n o wl e d g e d t h at t h e mi n orit y 

st u d e nts, es p e ci all y t h e m al e st u d e nts, str u g gl e d t o m o v e p ast t h e s o ci al r a mifi c ati o ns of t a ki n g 

a d v a n c e d c o urs es a n d d oi n g w ell. J effri es & Sil v er n ail ( 2 0 1 7) r ef ut e d t h e i d e a t h at “ a ct i n g 

W hit e ” w as a b arri er f or mi n orit y st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n i n a d v a n c e d c o urs es. T h e y cl ai m e d t h at 

dis cr e p a n ci es b et w e e n t h e s o ci o e c o n o mi cs of W hit es a n d Bl a c ks w as t h e l e a di n g c a us e f or 

u n d err e pr es e nt ati o n f or mi n orit y st u d e nts. W hil e t h e m y t h of t h e A m eri c a n m erit o cr a c y is 

dis h e art e ni n g, a p pr o pri at e e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es c a n h el p t o miti g at e t h e e ntr e n c h e d r a cis m 

f o u n d i n o ur s o ci et y.  

 T h e i nfl u e n c e of h a vi n g a r eli a bl e a n d c o m pr e h e nsi v e s u p p ort s yst e m a n d t h e i nfl u e n c e 

of p e ers d uri n g t h e a d ol es c e nt y e ars w as f o u n d t o h a v e a pr of o u n d eff e ct o n s c h o ol p erf or m a n c e 

( S h a u n ess y-D e dri c k et al., 2 0 1 4 ). K ot o k ( 2 0 1 7) e x pl ai n e d t h at p e er attit u d es w er e w h e n s c h o ol 

lif e a n d h o m e lif e c o al es c e d, a n d t h at t h es e attit u d es s h a p e d a st u d e nt’s a c a d e mi c a n d s o ci al 

lif e. Pri or t o Br o w n, t h er e e xist e d a Bl a c k mi d dl e-cl ass of e d u c at ors a n d pri n ci p als t o s u p p ort t h e 

c hil dr e n i n t h eir c o m m u nit y. A c c or di n g t o F e n wi c k ( 2 0 2 2) t h e p ur gi n g of t h e Bl a c k e d u c at or 

aft er Br o w n  h as “l eft Bl a c k st u d e nts wit h o ut t e a c h ers w h o c o ul d or w o ul d t e a c h s elf -est e e m ti e d 
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t o a n a p pr o pri at e pri d e i n r a ci al hist or y a n d c ult ur al a c c o m plis h m e nts ” ( p. 1 4 0). P e er s u p p ort i n 

t h e f or m of st u d y gr o u ps a n d p e er t ut ori n g w er e f o u n d t o b e b e n efi ci al, as w as s urr o u n di n g 

o n es elf wit h fri e n ds w h o w er e e q u all y e d u c ati o n all y m oti v at e d ( S h a u n ess y -D e dri c k et al., 2 0 1 4 ). 

St u di es i d e ntifi e d t h e “r a ci al o p p ort u nit y c ost ” t h at hi g h p erf or mi n g Bl a c k hi g h s c h o ol st u d e nts 

c o nsi d er e d w h e n e nr olli n g i n A P cl ass es, w hi c h c a us e d f e eli n gs of ali e n ati o n b y ot h er Bl a c k 

st u d e nts b e c a us e t h e y p urs u e d A P cl ass e s ( C h a m b ers & H u g gi ns, 2 0 1 4).   

E d u c at o r Bi as   

O n e of t h e m ost i m p ort a nt r ol es t h at s c h o ols pl a y e d i n s u c c ess w as s urr o u n di n g all 

st u d e nts, es p e ci all y mi n orit y st u d e nts, wit h t h e b est p ossi bl e t e a c hi n g a n d a d mi nistr ati v e st aff. 

W hil e n ot al w a ys d eli b er at e, e d u c at or bi as, i n t h e f or m of t e a c h er a n d g ui d a n c e c o u ns el or 

r e c o m m e n d ati o ns, d e ni e d m a n y Bl a c k st u d e nts e ntr a n c e i nt o A P c o urs e w or k. T h e r eli a n c e o n 

r e c o m m e n d ati o ns fr o m t e a c h ers w h os e d e cisi o ns m a y b e i nfl u e n c e d b y i m pli cit or e x pli cit r a ci al 

bi as r o uti n el y bl o c k e d a c c ess f or Bl a c k st u d e nts (J o h ns o n  & L ar wi n, 2 0 2 0; P atri c k et al., 2 0 2 0). 

T e a c h ers e v al u at e d mi n orit y st u d e nts m or e n e g ati v el y a n d e x p e ct e d l ess fr o m t h e m d u e t o t h eir 

l a c k of e x p os ur e t o c ult ur al di v ersit y, oft e n c o nsi d eri n g t h e m t o b e m or e disr u pti v e a n d of l o w er 

a c a d e mi c p erf or m a n c e ( Gl o c k et al., 2 0 1 9). J o h ns o n & L ar wi n ( 2 0 2 0) p osit e d t h at Bl a c k 

st u d e nts, es p e ci all y m al es, w er e pl a c e d i n a d efi cit p ositi o n d u e t o b ei n g s u bj e ct e d t o ill e q ui p p e d 

st aff w h o f ail e d t o i d e ntif y a n d n urt ur e t h eir hi g h er -l e v el t hi n ki n g s kills. W hil e T h e C oll e ge 

B o ar d ( 2 0 1 9) h a d pr o m ot e d i n cr e as e d eff orts t o pr o m ot e e q uit y wit hi n A P c o urs e w or k, O hi o 

s c h o ols w er e still ei g ht ti m es m or e li k el y t o pl a c e a W hit e st u d e nt i n A P t h a n a Bl a c k o n e.   

L a c k of Di v e rs e E d u c at o rs  

T h e l a c k of a c c ess t o di v ers e e d u c at ors c a us e d Bl a c k st u d e nts t o b e u n a bl e t o t a k e 

a d v a nt a g e of t h e b e n efits of h a vi n g a s a m e r a c e t e a c h er ( P atri c k et al., 2 0 2 0). F e n wi c k ( 2 0 2 2) 
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n ot e d t h at q u a ntit ati v e d at a s u p p ort e d t h e i d e a t h at s a m e r a c e e d u c at ors h a d hi g h er e x p e ct ati o ns 

b ot h a c a d e mi c all y a n d s o ci all y. As s h o w n i n T a bl e 2, t h er e w as a l ar g e dis cr e p a n c y i d e ntifi e d i n 

t h e di v ersit y of O hi o’s st u d e nt b o d y a n d its t e a c hi n g st aff ( Ohi o D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 2 2 ). 

T a bl e 2     

Di v ersit y of O hi o St u d e nt’s B o d y C o m p ar e d t o T e a c hi n g St aff  

R a c e a n d Et h ni cit y  % of St u d e nt E nr oll m e nt *  % of T e a c hi n g St aff * *  

A m eri c a n I n di a n or Al as k a n N ati v e  1. 0  < 1. 0  

Asi a n/ P a cifi c Isl a n d er  2. 9  < 1. 0  

Bl a c k, N o n -His p a ni c  1 7. 1  4. 3  

His p a ni c  7. 1  < 1. 0  

W hit e, N o n -His p a ni c  6 6. 9  9 1. 0  

M ultir a ci al  6. 0  < 1. 0  

 

N ot e : * S o ur c e O hi o D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, A d v a n c e d R e p orts  ( S Y 2 0 2 1-2 2).  

* *  S o ur c e: D at a O hi o, E d u c ati o n E m pl o y e e P ositi o ns a n d D e m o gr a p hi cs — P u bli c  ( S Y 

 2 0 2 1 -2 2).  

Bl a c k t e a c h ers h a d hi g h er t ur n o v er r at es a n d w er e u n d err e pr es e nt e d i n t h e pr of essi o n f or 

a m ultit u d e of r e as o ns, s e v er al of w hi c h w er e dis cri mi n at or y hiri n g pr a cti c es, i ns uffi ci e nt 

r es o ur c es, a n d p o or l e a d ers hi p a n d s u p p ort i n t h e s c h o ols ( Griss o m et al., 2 0 2 0). As M arti n & 

Br o o ks ( 2 0 2 0) n ot e d , “ o n c e Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e assi mil at e d i nt o s c h o ols t h at di d n ot h a v e s a m e 

https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/report-card-data-state-enrollment-by-student-demographic
https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/ode-education-staff-demographics-and-jobs-report-public
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r a c e t e a c h ers w h o c ar e d f or t h e m o n a c o m m u nit y l e v el, it s h o ul d n ot b e s ur prisi n g t h at Bl a c k 

st u d e nts w o ul d n ot h a v e a n i nt er est i n e nt eri n g t h e pr of essi o n ” ( p. 1 1). C o nsi d er ati o n of t h e 

t e a c h er’s r a c e a n d u p bri n gi n g, br e a ki n g t h e st er e ot y p es of n o n-mi n orit y t e a c h ers a n d st aff, a n d 

e x a mi ni n g t h e d at a wit hi n t h e s c h o ol t o fi n d d efi ci e n ci es all s h o w e d p ositi v e i nfl u e n c es o n 

mi n orit y st u d e nts. F e n wi c k ( 2 0 2 2) n ot e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts, w h o w er e e nr oll e d i n s c h o ols wit h  

a m or e di v ers e st aff , f a c e n u m er o us p ositi v e o ut c o m es. M c C all ( 2 0 1 8) b eli e v e d t h er e w as n o 

m or e si g nifi c a nt r es o ur c e t h a n a c ari n g a n d p assi o n at e e d u c at or u p -t o-d at e o n c urr e nt b est 

pr a cti c es.  St u d e nts i n t h es e r o o ms fl o uris h e d a n d e x p eri e n c e d b ett er e d u c ati o n al o ut c o m es. As 

t h e d at a fr o m T a bl e 2 ill ustr at e d, e v e n if c ari n g mi n orit y t e a c h ers w er e a v ail a bl e, t h er e w er e n ot 

e n o u g h t o m e et t h e d e m a n d f or o ur i n cr e asi n gl y di v ers e st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n.      

Eli mi n ati o n of B a r ri e rs t o A P  

 A cr oss t h e n ati o n a n d i n O hi o, Bl a c ks st u d e nts i n s c h o ols t h at s er v e d m ostl y W hit e 

st u d e nts w er e n ot m atri c ul ati n g i n A P c o urs es.  S e v er al s ol uti o ns d et ail e d b el o w m a y er as e 

b arri ers f or st u d e nts a n d i n cr e as e r e pr es e nt ati o n.   

E x p a n d A c c ess a n d Eli gi bilit y   

W hil e a c c ess t o a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k h as i n cr e as e d, mi n orit y st u d e nts still t a k e 

t h es e c o urs es at l o w er r at es t h a n t h eir W hit e p e ers ( D arli n g-A d u a n a & H ei nri c h, 2 0 2 0 ; Fl o w ers 

& B a n d a, 2 0 1 9 ). F or first g e n er ati o n st u d e nts, s u c c ess i n A P c o ul d b e d efi n e d as b ei n g a bl e t o 

p ass t h e c o urs e, n ot n e c ess aril y t h e e x a m. T h e vi e w of e ar ni n g c oll e g e cr e dit a n d b ei n g a bl e t o 

pr o c ess w h at t h at m e a ns w as t h e or eti c al f or t h e st u d e nts. D u n c h e o n ( 2 0 2 1) r e p o rt e d i n h er st u d y 

h o w mi n orit y st u d e nts w er e s u p p ort e d i n A P c o urs es. St u d e nts w er e e n c o ur a g e d t o g et g o o d 

gr a d es i n t h e a d v a n c e d cl ass es t h o u g h m or e t h a n h alf of t h e m di d n ot p ass t h e a ct u al A P 

t ests. T his r es ult e d i n t h e st u d e nts l a m e nti n g t h at t h e y w er e n ot pr o p erl y pr e p ar e d, b ut t h e y w er e 
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h a p p y t o h a v e a c c ess. D u n c h e o n ( 2 0 2 1) l at er n ot e d t h at t h e s c h o ol i n h er st u d y c el e br at e d t h e 

c o urs e gr a d e o v er t h e o ut c o m e o n t h e A P e x a m.  

K oll uri ( 2 0 1 8) e x pl ai n e d t h at t a ki n g a n A P c o urs e h a d t h e b e n efit of e x hi biti n g t o 

c oll e g es t h at a st u d e nt w as willi n g t o t a k e c o urs es of ri g or a n d t his w o ul d b e vi e w e d f a v or a bl y i n 

t h e c oll e g e a p pli c ati o n pr o c ess. T h es e p oi nts w er e s u p p ort e d b y w h at h as be e n o bs er v e d at t h e 

l o c al l e v el hi g h s c h o ol. St u d e nts w er e m or e c o n c er n e d a b o ut t h eir cl assr o o m gr a d e t h a n t h eir 

p erf or m a n c e o n t h e A P e x a ms. I n s o m e c as es, st u d e nts eit h er r ef us e d t o sit f or t h e e x a m or p ut i n 

mi ni m al eff ort. C el e br ati n g c o urs e gr a d e o v er  e x a m p erf or m a n c e c a us e d a f als e n arr ati v e t o b e 

c o nstr u ct e d. T h es e st u d e nts f elt t h e y w er e m or e a c a d e mi c all y a c c o m plis h e d t h a n t h e y tr ul y 

w er e.  T his c o ul d h a v e s eri o us r a mifi c ati o ns o n c e t h e st u d e nts e nt er e d t h eir p ost -s e c o n d ar y 

l e ar ni n g e n vir o n m e nt. M o n ag h a n et al. ( 2 0 2 0) l a b el e d t his t h o u g ht as “ mis ali g n e d a m biti o ns ”. 

As d es cri b e d b y H or o wit z et al. ( 2 0 2 3), a n a m al g a m ati o n of o v er b e ari n g p ar e nts, st u d e nts 

willi n g t o p us h b a c k a n d e x p e ct g o o d gr a d es f or t a ki n g a c o urs e, a n d f a c ult y w h o ar e a v ers e t o 

r e c eivi n g n e g ati v e f e e d b a c k cr e at e d a n e n vir o n m e nt t h at v al u es gr a d es o v er d e e p u n d erst a n di n g 

of m at eri al. T h e a ut h ors n ot e d t h at w hil e it w as gr e at t o e x p os e t h e st u d e nts t o o p p ort u nit y, t h e 

c o u ns el ors i n t h e st u d y t h e n h a d t o e m b ar k o n “ dr e a m a dj usti n g ” f or t h eir st u d e nts, s o t h e y di d 

n ot i n d ul g e n o n -r e alisti c o pti o ns t h e st u d e nt m a y w a nt t o p urs u e.    

If a c c ess t o A P l e v el c o urs e w or k w as t h e pri m ar y b arri er m a n y st u d e nts f a c e d, eff orts 

w er e m a d e t o r e m o v e t h at c h all e n g e. M a n y s c h o ols a d o pt e d “ a v ail a bl e t o all'' t y p e pr a cti c es t o 

i n cr e as e t h eir e nr oll m e nt. I n t h e or y, t his t y p e of pr o gr a m m ati c c h a n g e w as a p ositi v e o n e 

b e c a us e it m a d e all c o urs es a c c essi bl e f or a n y st u d e nt w h o c h os e t o e nr oll. T h e u ni nt e n d e d 

c o ns e q u e n c e of t his a cti o n w as t h at m a n y mi n orit y st u d e nts, p arti c ul arl y t h os e fr o m pr e v al e nt 

p o v ert y distri cts, w er e ill pr e p ar e d f or t h e a c a d e mi c c h all e n g e t h at a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k br o u g ht 
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( K oll uri, 2 0 1 8). A b ett er pr o c ess f or h o w st u d e nts w er e pl a c e d i nt o A P c o urs es a n d t h e r ol e of 

mi n orit y st u d e nts h a vi n g m or e s a m e -r a c e p e ers i n t h e c o urs es c o ul d i m pr o v e e nr oll m e nt r at es 

( K ot o k, 2 0 1 7). 

A c c or di n g t o t h e C oll e g e B o ar d, i n 2 0 2 3, t h e c ost f or A P e x a ms will b e $ 9 7 a n d $ 3 5 f or 

f e e r e d u cti o n st at us st u d e nts. P atri c k et al., ( 2 0 2 0) r e c o m m e n d e d t h at st at es utili z e g o v er n m e nt 

s u bsi di es t o assist s c h o ols i n di v ersif yi n g t h eir a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt c o u rs e off eri n gs a n d t o assist 

l o w-i n c o m e st u d e nts fi n a n ci all y. F u n di n g w o ul d p a y f or f e es, c urri c ul ar m at eri als a n d b o o ks, 

e x a ms, a n d tr a ns p ort ati o n t o t ests.       

C h att erji et al. ( 2 0 2 1) st at e d t h at s c h o ol distri cts e m pl o y e d t hr e e str at e gi es t o i m pr o v e 

a c c ess t o A P c o urs es: t h e y d e v el o p e d st at e wi d e p art n ers hi ps f o c us e d o n e q uit y; t h e y o pti mi z e d 

s c h o ol -wi d e m ast er s c h e d ul es t o r e d u c e c o nfli cts a n d cr e at e m or e sl ots f or st u d e nts; a n d t h e y 

l e v er a g e d t e c h n ol o g y t o e x p a n d off eri n gs, s u c h as virt u al c o urs e w or k. S e v er al s c h o ols a d o pt e d 

a ut o m ati c e nr oll m e nt p oli ci es, w h er e st u d e nts t h at w er e eli gi bl e f or A P c o urs es w er e dir e ctl y 

pl a c e d i n t h e cl ass es, u nl ess t h e f a mili es o pt e d t h e m o ut ( P atri c k et al., 2 0 2 0). St u d e nts c o ul d 

t h e n b e gi v e n t h e o pti o n of tr a nsf erri n g o ut of t h e cl ass if it di d n ot w or k f or t h e m. T h e 

i m p ort a n c e of c o m m u ni c ati o n wit h f a mil y m e m b ers i n cl u d e d k n o wi n g a b o ut c o urs e off eri n gs, 

f e es, b e n efits of e nr oll me nt, a n d t esti n g all i n t h e f a mil y’s pr ef err e d l a n g u a g e ( P atri c k et al., 

2 0 2 0).        

T e a c h e r T r ai ni n g  

F or st u d e nts t o e x p eri e n c e s u c c ess, t h e y n e e d e d t o b e pl a c e d i n fr o nt of e d u c at ors w h o 

e m br a c e d t e a c hi n g mi n orit y st u d e nts . Pr es er vi c e t e a c h ers s h o ul d b e i ntr o d u c e d t o “ p ositi v e 

c o nt a ct e x p eri e n c es d uri n g t h eir pr a cti c e p h as es w hi c h m a y s u p p ort t h e m i n d e v el o pi n g m or e 

p ositi v e i m pli cit a n d e x pli cit attit u d es t o w ar ds c ult ur al di v ersit y, w hi c h c o ul d c o ntri b ut e t o 
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est a blis hi n g m or e e q uit a bl e e d u c ati o n al s yst e ms ” ( Gl o c k et al., 2 0 1 9, p. 6 2 8).  S u c c ess i n 

a d v a n c e d c o urs es st e m m e d fr o m t h e t e a c h er’s l e v el of e x p eri e n c e. F or i m pr o v e m e nts i n A P 

t esti n g a c hi e v e m e nt, t h e c ali b er of t e a c h ers hir e d w as i nstr u m e nt al. As e x pl ai n e d b y H o ust o n & 

X u ( 2 0 1 6), m or e e x p eri e n c e d t e a c h ers t e n d e d t o t e a c h i n distr i cts wit h l ess p o v ert y, w hil e 

s c h o ols wit h l o w er s o ci o e c o n o mi c st at us e m pl o y e d a hi g h er n u m b er of n e w a n d l ess e x p eri e n c e d 

t e a c h ers a n d t his aff e ct e d p erf or m a n c e. P atri c k et al. ( 2 0 2 0) b eli e v e d t h at st at es a n d s c h o ol 

distri cts c o ul d s u p p ort Bl a c k st u d e nts b y h a vi n g t e a c h ers b e c o m e e x p erts i n t h e s u bj e ct m att er 

w h e n t h e y t e a c h A P c o urs es.       

S e v er al s c h o ol distri cts f o u n d s u c c ess i n A P e nr oll m e nt o n c e t h e y h el p e d t h eir e d u c at ors 

vi a e d u c ati o n al or pr of essi o n al d e v el o p m e nt str at e gi es t o i n cr e as e t h e q u alit y of t e a c hi n g a n d 

a d visi n g ( R o e g m a n & H at c h, 2 0 1 6). I n a d diti o n, t e a c h ers att e n d e d C oll e g e  B o ar d w or ks h o ps t o 

b ett er u n d erst a n d A P w hil e ot h er t e a c h ers w er e s e nt t o ot h er w or ks h o ps g e ar e d t o w ar d e q uit y 

a n d a c c ess.  Fi n a n ci al s u p p ort f or A P t e a c h ers’ pr of essi o n al d e v el o p m e nt c o ul d b e g ar n er e d wit h 

f e d er al s u p p ort t o t h e st at es a n d distri cts t hr o ug h Titl e II -A of t h e E v er y St u d e nt S u c c e e ds A ct 

( E S S A).  Distri cts c o ul d als o us e t h eir Titl e III E S S A d oll ars t o pr o vi d e pr of essi o n al 

d e v el o p m e nt i n a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k f or t e a c h ers w h o s er v e d E n glis h -l e ar n er ( E L) st u d e nt 

p o p ul ati o ns ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1).  

C o n cl usi o n   

T h e g o al of t his lit er at ur e r e vi e w o n t h e e x a mi n ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nt a c c ess t o A d v a n c e d 

Pl a c e m e nt i n O hi o w as t o pr o vi d e a hist ori c al b a c k gr o u n d, a t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or k, a n d a 

pl atf or m f or w a ys t o i m pr o v e e ntr y t o a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. E x a mi n ati o n of t h e  lit er at ur e 

c o n v e y e d t h at l e g al dis cri mi n ati o n st art e d t o b e er a di c at e d wit h t h e p ass a g e of Br o w n v. B o ar d  

a n d w as f urt h er dis m a ntl e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e Ci vil Ri g hts Er a. As t h e eff e cts of t h e C ol d W ar 
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w a n e d, o ur n ati o n n o l o n g er h a d a “ c o m m o n e n e m y ” as t h e C o m m u nist s yst e m b e g a n t o 

f alt er. T his sl o w e d t h e m o m e nt u m t h at t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y b e n efit e d fr o m w hil e est a blis hi n g 

l e g al pr e c e d e nts t o e n d s e gr e g ati o n a n d r a cist pr a cti c es.   

S cr uti ni zi n g t h e o p er ati o n of o ur p u bli c s c h o ols t hr o u g h a C R T a n d SI T l e ns hi g hli g ht e d 

t h at s c h o ol pr a cti c es c o nti n u e d t o s u p pr ess Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m a c c essi n g all of w h at w as 

a v ail a bl e i n s c h o ols; p arti c ul arl y i n A P c o urs e w or k. Dis cri mi n at or y dis ci pli n e  pr a cti c es a n d 

dis pr o p orti o n at e s us p e nsi o ns a n d e x p ulsi o ns f or Bl a c k st u d e nts cr e at e d a n o p p ort u nit y g a p 

b et w e e n W hit e st u d e nts a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es. As t h e mi n orit y st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n 

gr o ws i n t h e f ut ur e, hi g h -q u alit y e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns m ust b e m a d e a v ail a bl e a n d a c c essi bl e t o 

st u d e nts. U nf ort u n at el y, d e e p i n e q uiti es i n e d u c ati o n al att ai n m e nt b y r a c e a n d s o ci al cl ass 

r e m ai n, a n d m u c h w or k i n A P a n d b e y o n d h as f o c us e d o n t h es e g a ps i n a c a d e mi c o p p ort u nit y 

( K oll uri, 2 0 1 8). 

C h a pt er III will e x pl ai n t h e q u a ntit ati v e r es e ar c h st u d y t h at cl arifi e d, b y d es cri bi n g hi g h 

s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns, t h e b arri ers aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A d v a n c e d 

Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) c o urs e w or k.  T h e c h a pt er will o utli n e t h e m et h o d ol o g y , r es e ar c h q u esti o ns, 

v ari a bl es, a n d r es e ar c h d esi g n.  
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C H A P T E R III :  M E T H O D O L O G Y  

T h e p ur p os e of t his st u d y w as t o cl arif y, b y d es cri bi n g pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns, t h e 

b arri ers aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) c o urs e w or k. 

U n d erst a n di n g t h e b eli efs a n d p er c e pti o ns of t h e hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als i n t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m off er e d i nsi g ht a b o ut w hi c h b arri ers w er e m ost i m p a ctf ul. T h e st u d y e m pl o y e d a 

q u a ntit ati v e s ur v e y d esi g n e d t o ass ess hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ i m pr essi o ns of w h at Bl a c k st u d e nt 

r e pr es e nt ati o n l o o k e d li k e i n A P c o urs es. T h e st u d y als o e x pl or e d h o w hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als 

r e c o g ni z e d s c h o ol a n d p ers o n al f a ct ors t h at i nfl u e n c e d Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es. 

L astl y, t h e st u d y e x pl or e d if t h er e w er e diff er e n c es i n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es 

d e p e n di n g o n t h e d e m o gr a p hi cs ( a g e, e x p eri e n c e, a n d r a c e) of t h e s c h o ol a d mi nistr ati o n. T his 

st u d y will a d d t o t h e lit er at ur e s urr o u n di n g Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P b y e x a mi ni n g t h e 

p er c e pti o ns of hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m i n N ort h e ast O hi o.  

T h e m et h o d ol o g y of t h e st u d y c o nt ai n e d t h e r es e ar c h q u esti o ns, v ari a bl es, r es e ar c h 

d esi g n, p arti ci p a nts, s a m pli n g fr a m e, s a m pli n g m et h o d, i nstr u m e nt ati o n a n d pr o c e d ur es, d at a 

c oll e cti o n pr o c ess, d at a a n al ysis, d eli mit ati o ns/li mit ati o ns a n d ass u m pti o ns of t h e st u d y, a n d a 

s u m m ar y. T h e r es e ar c h c oll e ct e d f or t h e st u d y w as p erf or m e d t o d es cri b e t h e d at a s et, n ot t o 

d es cri b e t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n t h e v ari a bl es, t h er ef or e, t h e st u d y di d n ot r e q uir e a h y p ot h esis. 

T h e st u d y w as g ui d e d b y t h e r es e ar c h q u esti o ns list e d b el o w.  

R es e a r c h Q u esti o ns  

 T h er e w er e f o ur q u esti o ns d esi g n e d t o l e ar n a b o ut hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns of 

b arri ers li miti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs e w or k. T h e r es e ar c h q u esti o ns w er e:  

1.  W h at is t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt c o urs es i n hi g h 

s c h o ols wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m as r e p ort e d b y pri n ci p als ?  
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2.  A c c or di n g t o C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e s c h o ol -r el at e d f a ct ors t h at 

li mit Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es ?  

3.  Fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e p ers o n al a n d 

f a mili al f a ct ors t h at s er v e as b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es ?  

4.  Is t h er e a st atisti c al diff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es 

a n d t h e d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs of s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, s u c h as r a c e, y e ars of 

e x p eri e n c e, or g e n d er ?  

V a ri a bl es  

 T h e st u d y v ari a bl es i n cl u d e d hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns of Bl a c k st u d e nt 

r e pr es e nt ati o n i n A P, s c h o ol a n d p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors, a n d diff er e n c es b et w e e n a d mi nistr ati v e 

d e m o gr a p hi cs a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P. D e v el o p e d i n 1 9 5 4, A P c o urs e pr o gr a m mi n g 

w as c o nstr u ct e d as a r es p o ns e  t o t h e C ol d W ar a n d t h e c all f or c h a n g es t o t h e A m eri c a n 

e d u c ati o n al s yst e m. I niti all y d e v el o p e d f or t h os e w h o att e n d e d elit e pri v at e s c h o ols, t h e pr o gr a m 

w as b eli e v e d t o b e t o u c h e d wit h i nstit uti o n al r a cis m b e c a us e of t h e l a c k of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h e 

c o urs es a n d t his p er c e pti o n r e m ai ns i n pl a c e t o d a y ( R ot hs c hil d , 1 9 9 9). Bl a c k st u d e nts c o m pris e d 

1 5 % of all p u bli c -s c h o ol st u d e nts, y et o nl y t o o k 6. 3 % of all A P e x a ms ( Ki m, 2 0 2 1).  

 T e a c h er a n d s c h o ol c o u ns el or e x p e ct ati o ns, t h e l a c k of s a m e r a c e t e a c h ers, a n d n ot 

h a vi n g t h e pr e -r e q uisit e r e q uir e m e nts ar e all s c h o ol f a ct ors w hi c h c o ul d p ot e nti all y li mit Bl a c k 

st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs e w or k. M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) cit e d h o w l o w e x p e ct ati o ns w er e li n k e d t o 

t h e u n d err e pr es e nt ati o n of mi n orit y st u d e nts i n gift e d pr o gr a m mi n g. T h e i d e ntifi c ati o n of t h os e 

i n gift e d pr o gr a ms us u all y b e g an  i n el e m e nt ar y s c h o ol. T h e dis cr e p a n c y f o u n d b et w e e n W hit e 

a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h es e pr o gr a ms c o ul d l e a d t o Bl a c k c hil dr e n b ei n g ill -pr e p ar e d f or t h e 

ri g ors of A P c o urs e w or k. J effri es & Sil v er n ail ( 2 0 1 7) cit e d 5 8. 8 % of A P e nr oll m e nts w er e b as e d 
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o n t e a c h er r ef err als. T h es e r ef err als b e c a m e t ai nt e d b y bi as t h at w as pr es e nt w h e n m ost 

cl assr o o m t e a c h ers w er e W hit e, a n d t h e y h a d n ot b e e n tr ai n e d o n t h e c ult ur al diff er e n c es i n 

mi n orit y st u d e nts. Griss o m et al. ( 2 0 2 0) f o u n d t h at h a vi n g a d e m o gr a p hi c all y  si mil ar t e a c h er w as 

als o ass o ci at e d wit h m o v e m e nt i nt o h o n ors a n d A P c o urs es.  

 T h e p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors t o b e c o nsi d er e d w h e n e x a mi ni n g Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt 

i n A P i n cl u d e d p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n l e v els, a n d e n vir o n m e nt al i nfl u e n c es. St u d e nts fr o m 

p o v ert y d e m o nstr at e d iss u es wit h br ai n d e v el o p m e nt a n d l o w er s c h o ol p erf or m a n c e (J e ns e n, 

2 0 0 9; R ust, 2 0 1 9). Asi d e fr o m t h e p h ysi ol o gi c al i m p a ct of p o v ert y, st u d e nts fr o m t his t y p e of 

e n vir o n m e nt h a d f e w er e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es off er e d t o t h e m. K oll uri ( 2 0 2 0 ) st at e d, “ 2 9. 1 % 

of st u d e nts w h os e p ar e nts di d n ot fi nis h hi g h s c h o ol  t o o k at l e ast o n e A P cl ass b y gr a d u ati o n, 

c o m p ar e d wit h 5 4. 4 % of t h os e w h os e p ar e nts e ar n e d a c oll e g e d e gr e e ” ( p. 3 1).  W hil e p ar e nts 

wit h l o w e d u c ati o n al l e v els m a y h a v e v al u e d e d u c ati o n, t h e y m a y n ot h a v e b e e n v ers e d i n h o w 

t o a c c ess t h e s yst e m, p er h a ps b e c a us e t h e y w er e n ot p arti ci p a nts w h e n t h e y att e n d e d s c h o ol. 

St u di es i d e ntifi e d t h e “r a ci al o p p ort u nit y c ost ” t h at hi g h p erf or mi n g Bl a c k hi g h s c h o ol st u d e nts 

c o nsi d er e d w h e n e nr olli n g i n A P cl ass es, w hi c h c a us e d f e eli n gs of ali e n ati o n b y ot h er Bl a c k 

st u d e nts b e c a us e t h e y p urs u e d A P cl ass es ( C h a m b ers & H u g gi ns, 2 0 1 4).  
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T a bl e 3     

S u m m ar y of R es e ar c h Q u esti o ns, T y p e of V ari a bl e, a n d I nstr u m e nt It e ms  

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n  T y p e of V ari a bl e  I nstr u m e nt It e ms 

1.  W h at is t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts 
e nr oll e d i n a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt c o urs es 
i n hi g h s c h o ols wit hi n t h e C A M E R A 
c o ns orti u m as r e p ort e d b y pri n ci p als ?  

R e pr es e nt ati o n  Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P 
c o urs es -                      
It e ms 1-6 ( 6 it e ms)  

2.  A c c or di n g t o C A M E R A c o ns orti u m 
pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e s c h o ol -r el at e d 
f a ct ors t h at li mit Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m 
e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es ?  

S c h o ol  A d mi nistr ati v e 
p er c e pti o ns of s c h o ol 
f a ct ors as b arri ers-        
It e ms 7-1 0 ( 4 it e ms)  

3.  Fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of C A M E R A 
c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e 
p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors t h at s er v e 
as b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt 
i n A P c o urs es ?  

P ers o n al  A d mi nistr ati v e 
p er c e pti o ns of 
p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors as 
b arri ers -                              
It e ms 1 1-1 5 ( 5 it e ms)  

4.  Is t h er e a st atisti c al diff er e n c e b et w e e n 
t h e e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P 
c o urs es a n d t h e d e m o gr a p hi c 
c h ar a ct eristi cs of s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, 
s u c h as r a c e, y e ars of e x p eri e n c e, or 
g e n d er ?  

Diff er e n c es  D e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n 
a n d diff er e n c es -                    
It e ms 1 6-2 5 ( 1 0 it e ms)  

 
R es e a r c h D esi g n  

T h e s a m pl e p o p ul ati o n c o nsist e d of hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors fr o m t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m, w h o w er e c o m mitt e d t o pr o m oti n g di v ersit y a n d i n cl usi vit y i n t h e e d u c ati o n s yst e m. 

T h e s ur v e y c o nsist e d of f o ur s e cti o ns, e a c h a d dr essi n g diff er e nt r es e ar c h q u esti o ns r el at e d t o t h e 

st u d y. T h e first s e cti o n f o c us e d o n t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es wit hi n t h e 

c o ns orti u m. T h e s e c o n d s e cti o n e x pl or e d  s c h o ol f a ct ors t h at m a y i n hi bit Bl a c k st u d e nts’ 

e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es, s u c h as t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns a n d l a c k of e n c o ur a g e m e nt. T h e t hir d 

s e cti o n a d dr ess e d p ers o n al a n d f a mil y f a ct ors, s u c h as p o v ert y a n d p e er i nfl u e n c es. T h e f o urt h 
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s e cti o n d e alt wit h d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n a b o ut t h e r es p o n d e nts a n d t h eir s c h o ols, as w ell as 

diff er e n c es b et w e e n a d mi nistr at ors a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P c o urs es.  

T h e s ur v e y i n c or p or at e d a Li k ert s c al e r ati n g r es p o ns e s yst e m r a n gi n g fr o m 1 -5 t o g at h er 

d at a o n e a c h v ari a bl e. T h e r es p o ns es w er e t h e n a n al y z e d c o nsi d eri n g t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or ks 

s u c h as Criti c al R a c e T h e or y, S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e or y, a n d r a cis m. T h e d at a w as s e c ur e d t hr o u g h 

p ass w or d -pr ot e ct e d el e ctr o ni c fil es a n d d estr o y e d aft er t h e c o m pl eti o n of t h e st u d y. P arti ci p a nts 

w er e i nf or m e d of t h eir ri g hts a n d c o ul d r e q u est t h eir d at a at a n y ti m e.  

 W hil e t h e o nli n e s ur v e y m et h o d m a d e d at a c oll e cti o n m or e a c c essi bl e, t h e r es p o ns e r at e 

r e m ai n e d a c o n c er n d u e t o t h e r el ati v el y s m all s a m pl e si z e of 1 0 9 hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors. 

O v er all, t h e s ur v e y pr o vi d e d v al u a bl e i nsi g hts i nt o t h e p er c e pti o ns of hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors 

r e g ar di n g t h e c h all e n g es Bl a c k st u d e nts f a c e w h e n e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es.   

S a m pl e  

T h e st u d y us e d a s p e cifi c gr o u p of s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors fr o m t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m 

i n N ort h e ast O hi o. I h a d t o c o nsi d er m ulti pl e f a ct ors w h e n d esi g ni n g t h e d at a c oll e cti o n t o ol d u e 

t o t h e u ni q u e s a m pl e gr o u p. Pr e vi o us r es e ar c h s u g g est e d t h at s c h o ol a n d p ers o n al f a mil y f a ct ors 

n e g ati v el y i m p a ct Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m p urs ui n g A P c o urs e w or k, b ut e xisti n g t o ols d i d n ot 

s p e cifi c all y a d dr ess h o w p o v ert y i nfl u e n c e d A P e nr oll m e nt. T h er ef or e, I cr e at e d a t ail or e d 

s ur v e y wit h 2 5 q u esti o ns di vi d e d i nt o f o ur p arts t o c o ll e ct n e c ess ar y d at a. T h e s ur v e y f o c us e d o n 

li miti n g f a ct ors f or Bl a c k st u d e nts i n a c c essi n g A P c o urs e w or k b as e d o n pr e vi o us lit er at ur e. T h e 

i nstr u m e nt w as r e vi e w e d b y e x p erts i n t h e fi el d t o e ns ur e v ali dit y. T h e s a m pl e p o p ul ati o n f or t h e 

st u d y w as s o ur c e d  fr o m t h e hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors w h o w er e p art of t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m, w hi c h c o nsist e d of 2 0 distri cts i n N ort h e ast O hi o  wit h  distri ct cl assifi c ati o ns or 

t y p ol o gi es of s u b ur b a n or ur b a n. T h e t y p ol o g y r ef err e d t o t h e c o nsist e nt w a y t h at s c h o ol distri cts 
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w er e cl assifi e d f or r es e ar c h p ur p os es b y str atif yi n g si mil ar distri cts t o g et h er a n d is d et ail e d i n 

T a bl e 4.  T h e st u d y w as n o n -e x p eri m e nt al i n n at ur e as t h er e w as n o c o ntr ol gr o u p or r e m e d y 

a p pli e d t o t h e s u bj e cts.  

P a rti ci p a nts  

 T h e o bj e cti v e of t his st u d y w as t o i n v esti g at e t h e p er c ei v e d b arri ers f a c e d b y Bl a c k 

st u d e nts i n e nr olli n g i n A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) c o urs e w or k a c c or di n g t o hi g h s c h o ol 

pri n ci p als i n a N ort h e ast O hi o c o ns orti u m of s c h o ol distri cts c all e d C A M E R A. T h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m ai ms t o i n cr e as e t h e n u m b er of mi n orit y e d u c at ors t hr o u g h n et w or ki n g o p p ort u niti es, 

hiri n g a n d s u p p orti n g mi n orit y e d u c at ors, pr o m oti n g m ulti c ult ur al a n d m ultir a ci al r el ati o ns, a n d 

s u p p orti n g F ut ur e E d u c at ors of A m eri c a Cl u bs. T h e st u d y e x a mi n e d a di v ers e s a m pl e of distri cts 

r a n gi n g fr o m pr e d o mi n a ntl y w hit e i nstit uti o ns t o t h os e wit h a m aj orit y BI P O C st u d e nt 

p o p ul ati o n t o b ett er u n d erst a n d t h e iss u e. Pri m ar y r es e ar c h w as c o n d u ct e d t o c oll e ct d at a fr o m 

hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als of m e m b er s c h o ols, f o c usi n g o n f a ct ors s u c h as p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er 

e d u c ati o n, t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns, s c h o ol c o u ns el ors, e x p os ur e t o Bl a c k t e a c h ers, a n d p e er 

i nfl u e n c e. 

 T o b e i n cl u d e d, r es p o n d e nts h a d t o b e hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als or assist a nt pri n ci p als fr o m 

a C A M E R A c o ns orti u m m e m b er distri ct. A p pr o xi m at el y 1 0 9 hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors m et t h e 

crit eri a f or p arti ci p ati o n. P arti ci p a nts w er e i n vit e d t o c o m pl et e a 2 0 -mi n ut e s ur v e y vi a 

S ur v e y M o n k e y a n d w er e ass ur e d of a n o n y mit y. D e m o gr a p hi c q u esti o ns w er e i n cl u d e d t o 

u n d erst a n d diff er e n c es b et w e e n Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d distri ct a d mi nistr at ors. F o wl er’s S a m pl e 

T a bl e w as us e d t o est a blis h a c o nfi d e n c e l e v el of 9 5 % wit h a ± 5 % m ar gi n of err or, a n d a t ot al of 

4 6 r es p o n d e nts c o m pl et e d t h e s ur v e y b y t h e d e a dli n e. T h e s m all p o p ul ati o n si z e w as t a k e n i nt o 

a c c o u nt w h e n c o nsi d eri n g t h e g e n er ali z a bilit y of t h e fi n di n g t o ot h er s etti n gs.  
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S a m pli n g F r a m e  

N ort h e ast er n O hi o hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m w er e t h e 

t ar g et p o p ul ati o n of t his st u d y. C A M E R A c o nsists of 2 0 p u bli c s c h o ol distri cts wit h t y p ol o gi es 

r a n gi n g b et w e e n T y p ol o g y C o d e 4- S m all T o w n –  Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & A v er a g e St u d e nt 

P o p ul ati o n Si z e t o T y p ol o g y C o d e 8 - Ur b a n –  V er y Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & V er y L ar g e St u d e nt 

P o p ul ati o n as i d e ntifi e d b y t h e O hi o D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n’s 2 0 1 3 S c h o ol Distri ct T y p ol o g y 

r e p ort ( T a bl e 4 ).  

T a bl e 4     

2 0 1 3 S c h o ol Distri cts T y p ol o g y  

2 0 1 3 T y p ol o g y C o d e  M aj or Gr o u pi n g  F ull D es cri pt or  

  1  R ur al  R ur al - Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & S m all St u d e nt 
P o p ul ati o n  

2  R ur al  R ur al - A v er a g e St u d e nt P o v ert y & V er y S m all 
St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n  

3  S m all T o w n  S m all T o w n - L o w St u d e nt P o v ert y & S m all 
St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n  

4  S m all T o w n  S m all T o w n - Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & A v er a g e 
St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n Si z e  

5  S u b ur b a n  S u b ur b a n - L o w St u d e nt P o v ert y & A v er a g e 
St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n Si z e  

6  S u b ur b a n  S u b ur b a n - V er y L o w St u d e nt P o v ert y & L ar g e 
St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n  

7  Ur b a n  Ur b a n - Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & A v er a g e 
St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n  

8  Ur b a n  Ur b a n - Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & A v er a g e 
St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n  

N ot e . O hi o D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 1 9  

Of t h e 2 0 distri cts wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m , 5 % of t h e distri cts w er e c o nsi d er e d S m all T o w n, 5 0 % 

w er e S u b ur b a n gr o u pi n g , a n d 4 5 % w er e d esi g n at e d as Ur b a n. T h e distri cts w er e i n t h e 
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N ort h e ast er n O hi o c o u nti es of As ht a b ul a, C u y a h o g a, L a k e, P ort a g e, St ar k, a n d S u m mit 

C o u nti es. C u y a h o g a C o u nt y r e pr es e nt e d 5 5 % of t h e c o ns orti u m distri cts w hil e S u m mit C o u nt y 

c o nt ai n e d 2 5 % of t h e distri cts. Gi v e n t h eir pr o xi mit y t o t h e l ar g e p o p ul ati o n c e nt ers f o u n d i n t h e 

Cl e v el a n d a n d A kr o n ar e as, t his w as n ot e w ort h y. T a bl e 5  s u m m ari z es t h e C A M E R A c o u nti es 

r el e v a nt p o p ul ati o n, p er c e nt Bl a c k, a n d p ers o ns i n p o v ert y d at a.  

T a bl e 5     

P o p ul ati o n C h ar a ct eristi cs of C A M E R A c o u nti es  

C o u nt y  
P o p ul ati o n Esti m at es 

fr o m  
J ul y 1, 2 0 2 2 *  

% Bl a c k  P ers o ns i n P o v ert y  

As ht a b ul a  9 7, 0 1 4  4. 1 %  1 5. 7 %  

C u y a h o g a  1, 2 3 6, 0 4 1  3 0. 5 %  1 6. 2 %  

L a k e  2 3 1, 8 4 2  5. 6 %  7. 0 %  

P ort a g e  1 6 1, 7 4 5  5. 3 %  1 2. 4 %  

St ar k  3 7 2, 6 5 7  8. 1 %  1 2. 8 %  

S u m mit  5 3 2, 8 8 2  1 5. 3 %  1 2. 5 %  

N ot e . *st atisti cs f o u n d o n c e ns us. g o v, 2 0 2 2  

 T h e c o ns orti u m distri cts als o p oss ess e d v ari e d e nr oll m e nts, m e di a n i n c o m es, st u d e nt 

p o v ert y r at es a n d mi n orit y st u d e nt p o p ul ati o ns a c c or di n g t o t h e O hi o D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n 

T y p ol o g y r e p ort fr o m 2 0 1 9. St u d e nt e nr oll m e nt r a n g e d fr o m 2, 5 0 0 –  2 2, 5 0 0 st u d e nts i n t h e 

distri cts, wit h a n a v er a g e of 5, 7 9 2 st u d e nts.  T h e c o ns orti u m distri cts s er v e d  a t ot al of 1 1 5, 8 3 1 

st u d e nts i n N ort h e ast O hi o , w hi c h e q u at e d  t o 7 % of t h e t ot al st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n i n t h e st at e of 

O hi o. It w as  criti c al  t o u n d erst a n d t h e s o ci o e c o n o mi cs of t h e c o ns orti u m distri cts d u e t o t h e 

st u d y’s e x pl or ati o n of  p o v ert y as a p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct or w hi c h m a y h a v e i m p a ct e d  st u d e nt 
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e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es. As a c o ns orti u m , t h e st u d e nt p o v ert y r at e w as 4 7 % wit h a m e di a n 

i n c o m e of $ 3 4, 3 6 2. T h es e st atisti cs w er e c o nstr u e d as p ot e nti all y  misl e a di n g d u e t o t h e wi d e 

r a n g e of p o v ert y r at es wit hi n  t h e distri cts. T h e l o w est p o v ert y r at e  w as 9 % a n d t h e hi g h est 

a m o u nt w as  8 5 %. W hil e t h e m e di a n st u d e nt p o v ert y w as 4 7 %, it w as  w ort h m e nti o ni n g  t h at ni n e 

distri cts h a d a p o v ert y r at e of 6 1 % or hi g h er. T h es e distri cts a c c o u nt e d f or 6 2, 0 0 0 of t h e 1 1 5, 8 3 1 

st u d e nts , or 5 3. 5 % of t h e c o ns orti u m st u d e nt b o d y. T h e p er c e nt a g e of mi n orit y st u d e nts 

c o nt ai n e d a m e di a n of 4 2 % wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m. Li k e  t h e wi d e r a n g es f o u n d i n t h e p o v ert y 

st atisti c, distri cts’  mi n orit y st u d e nt p o p ul ati o ns r a n g e d fr o m a 6 % l o w t o a 9 6 % hi g h . W hil e 

t h es e st atisti cs w er e i n cl usi v e of all mi n orit y st u d e nt p o p ul ati o ns a n d n ot j ust Bl a c k st u d e nts, 

t h es e n u m b ers w er e  i n cl u d e d t o b ett er d es cri b e t h e p o p ul ati o n us e d t o d eri v e t h e st u d y d at a.  

S a m pli n g M et h o d  

 T his q u a ntit ati v e, d es cri pti v e st u d y c o nt ai n e d a 2 5 -q u esti o n c e ns us s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt 

c o nstr u ct e d t o c oll e ct q u a ntit ati v e i nf or m ati o n fr o m hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als wit hi n t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m. G at h eri n g d at a o n t h e r es e ar c h q u esti o ns fr o m t his s a m pl e of dis tri cts pr o vi d e d 

v ari e d i nsi g ht i nt o t h e b arri ers f a c e d b y Bl a c k st u d e nts i n a c c essi n g A P c o urs es. T h e st u d y 

utili z e d n o n -pr o b a bilit y s a m pli n g, m e a ni n g t h at it di d n ot i n v ol v e r a n d o m s el e cti o n of 

p arti ci p a nts. T h e s a m pl e p arti ci p a nts w er e i nt e nti o n all y s el e ct e d t o g ai n t h eir p ers p e cti v e o n t h e 

st u d y q u esti o ns ( Tr o c hi m  et al. , 2 0 1 6). C o n v e ni e n c e s a m pli n g w as als o us e d b e c a us e I a m 

e m pl o y e d i n a p arti ci p ati n g C A M E R A distri ct, w hi c h i n cr e as e d t h e a c c ess t o t h e s a m pl e 

p o p ul ati o n ( K ot h ari, 2 0 0 4). W hil e t his s a m pli n g m et h o d m a y h a v e e x p os e d t h e st u d y t o bi as, t h e 

diff er e n c es f o u n d i n t h e c o ns orti u m distri cts pr o vi d e d br e a dt h i n t h e s a m p l e a n d w as 

r e pr es e nt ati v e of w h at w o ul d b e f o u n d i n m etr o p olit a n ar e as t hr o u g h o ut O hi o. T his i n cr e as e d t h e 

g e n er ali z ati o n of t h e s t u d y’s fi n di n gs i n O hi o distri cts w h o h a d a T y p ol o g y c o di n g r a n g e of 5-8.  
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T h e c e ns us s a m pl e w as d eri v e d fr o m t h e a p pr o xi m at el y 1 0 9  s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol 

a d mi nistr at ors i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m. A c c or di n g t o T a h er d o ost ( 2 0 1 7), l ar g er s a m pl e 

si z es w er e pr ef err e d t o pr e v e nt bi as a n d err ors, y et t h er e w er e ti m es w h e n a s m all er s a m pl e w as 

a c c e pt a bl e. T h es e a d mi nistr at ors w er e t ar g et e d d u e t o t h eir p ositi o ns wit hi n t h e s c h o ol distri cts 

a n d h o w t h eir pr of essi o n al r ol es i m p a ct e d s c h e d uli n g a n d st affi n g wit hi n t h e s c h o ol s yst e m; 

pr o p orti o n alit y w as n ot a c o n c er n f or m e  ( Tr o c hi m et al. , 2 0 1 6). I, as a m e m b er of t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m, c o ns ult e d m y  pr of essi o n al c oll e a g u es t o e ns ur e t h e c o nt a ct list of n a m es a n d e m ails 

w as a c c ur at e a n d t o e ns ur e t h e s ur v e y r e a c h e d t h e i nt e n d e d p o p ul ati o n. I s el e ct e d i n di vi d u als a n d 

sit es f or st u d y b e c a us e of t h eir c o m mit m e nt t o c ult ur al r es p o nsi v e n ess a n d t h e y c o ul d i nf or m a n 

u n d erst a n di n g of t h e r es e ar c h pr o bl e m i n t h e st u d y ( Cr es w ell, 2 0 1 2 ). T h e s a m pl e si z e f or t his 

st u d y w as i nt e nti o n all y s el e ct e d t o u n d erst a n d t h e b eli efs a n d p er c e pti o ns of s c h o ol pri n ci p als; 

li miti n g t h e a bilit y f or t h e r es ults t o b e g e n er ali z e d d u e t o l o w er l e v els of e xt er n al v ali dit y. 

W hi c h p arti ci p a nts c h os e t o r es p o n d f r o m t h e s a m pl e w as b e y o n d t h e c o ntr ol of m e . B as e d o n 

t h e st atisti c al m o d el d e v el o p e d b y F o wl er f or d et er mi ni n g t h e a p pr o pri at e n u m b er of r es p o n d e nts 

n e e d e d, wit h 1 0 9 p e o pl e a v ail a bl e t o r es p o n d, t h e st u d y r e q uir e d 8 8  r es p o n d e nts t o m ai nt ai n a 

9 5 % c o nfi d e n c e l e v el wit h a m ar gi n of err or of 5 % ( F o wl er, 2 0 1 4 ).  

I nst r u m e nt ati o n a n d P r o c e d u r es  

T h e st u d y e m pl o y e d a r es e ar c h er -d e v el o p e d s elf -s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt ( A p p e n di x B ) w hi c h 

c o nt ai n e d 2 5 q u esti o ns. T h e o n e -ti m e s ur v e y w as di vi d e d i nt o f o ur s e p ar at e p arts t o c oll e ct t h e 

d at a n e c ess ar y t o e x pl or e t h e c e ntr al q u esti o n of t h e st u d y: W h at ar e hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ 

p er c e pti o ns of b arri ers aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es ? T h e c orr el ati o n al 

r es e ar c h c o n d u ct e d wit hi n t h e st u d y w as d esi g n e d t o b e n o n-e x p eri m e nt al b e c a us e t h er e w as n o 

c o ntr ol gr o u p or r e m e d y a p pli e d t o s u bj e cts ( Fi el d,  2 0 1 8). T h e s el e ct e d it e ms ass ess e d t h e hi g h 



7 1  
 

s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o n o n s c h o ol f a ct ors a n d p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors t h at i nfl u e n c e d Bl a c k 

e nr oll m e nt i n A P. A d diti o n all y, t h e i nstr u m e nt g at h er e d d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n o n t h e 

r es p o n d e nt a n d t h eir s c h o ol distri ct t o d et er mi n e w h et h er t h er e w er e diff er e n c es i n t h e d at a. T h e 

s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt ali g n e d t o t h e t h e m es e m er gi n g fr o m t h e t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or k a n d pr e vi o us 

lit er at ur e r e g ar di n g li miti n g f a ct ors f or Bl a c k st u d e nts i n a c c essi n g A P c o urs e w or k. All it e ms 

w er e r e vi e w e d b y c o nt e nt e x p erts a n d fi el d pr of essi o n als t o i m pr o v e t h e v ali dit y of t h e 

i nstr u m e nt. 

S e cti o n I of t h e s ur v e y i n cl u d e d 6 str u ct ur e d q u esti o ns w hi c h gl e a n e d t h e u ni q u e 

p er c e pti o ns of s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors r e g ar di n g A P e nr oll m e nt t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts 

f a c e d wit hi n s c h o ol. T his s e cti o n a d dr ess e d t h e first r es e ar c h q u esti o n e x pl or e d i n t h e st u d y- 

W h at is t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n hi g h s c h o ol a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt cl ass es ? T h e 

q u esti o ns wit hi n t his s e cti o n of t h e i nstr u m e nt c oll e ct e d i nf or m ati o n i n t hr e e w a ys. O n e q u esti o n 

c o nt ai n e d a bi n ar y ( y es/ n o) r es p o ns e s yst e m. A n ot h er q u esti o n r e q uir e d t h e a d mi nistr at or t o 

pr o vi d e a s p e cifi c n u m b er r e g ar di n g st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n i n A P c o urs es. T hr e e q u esti o ns 

r e q uir e d t h e r es p o n d e nt t o a ns w er wit h a n a p pr o xi m at e p er c e nt a g e r e g ar di n g Bl a c k st u d e nt 

p arti ci p ati o n i n A P a n d t h eir p erf or m a n c e  o n t h e e n d of c o urs e e x a m. T h e l ast it e m ass ess e d t h e 

pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o n as t o w h et h er Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P cl ass es i n 

t h eir s c h o ol wit h a Li k ert s c al e, 1-5 r ati n g s yst e m ( Str o n gl y A gr e e, A gr e e, N eit h er A gr e e n or 

Dis a gr e e, Dis a gr e e, Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e). As d es cri b e d b y Tr o c hi m et al. ( 2 0 1 6), t h e us a g e of t his 

s yst e m all o w e d f or r es p o n d e nts t o s h o w t h eir a gr e e m e nt of a n i d e a. T his s e cti o n of t h e 

i nstr u m e nt ali g n e d t o t h e t h e m es d et ail e d wit hi n t h e lit er at ur e r e vi e w. W hil e a c c ess t o a d v a n c e d 

l e v el c o urs e w or k h as i n cr e as e d, mi n orit y st u d e nts still t a k e t h es e c o urs es at l o w er r at es t h a n t h eir 

W hit e p e ers ( D arli n g -A d u a n a & H ei nri c h, 2 0 2 0 ; Fl o w ers & B a n d a, 2 0 1 9 ). F or first g e n er ati o n 
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st u d e nts, s u c c ess i n A P c o ul d b e d efi n e d as b ei n g a bl e t o p ass t h e c o urs e, n ot n e c ess aril y t h e 

e x a m.  If a c c ess t o A P l e v el c o urs e w or k w as t h e pri m ar y b arri er m a n y st u d e nts f a c e d, eff orts 

w er e m a d e t o r e m o v e t h at c h all e n g e. M a n y s c h o ols a d o pt e d “ a v ail a bl e t o all'' t y p e pr a cti c es t o 

i n cr e as e t h eir e nr oll m e nt. T h e u ni nt e n d e d c o ns e q u e n c e of t his a cti o n w as th at m a n y mi n orit y 

st u d e nts, p arti c ul arl y t h os e fr o m pr e v al e nt p o v ert y distri cts, w er e ill pr e p ar e d f or t h e a c a d e mi c 

c h all e n g e t h at a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k br o u g ht ( K oll uri, 2 0 1 8 ). 

S e cti o n II of t h e s ur v e y i n cl u d e d f o ur str u ct ur e d q u esti o ns w hi c h a d dr ess e d r es e ar c h 

q u esti o n 2 i n t h e st u d y - Fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of a s e c o n d ar y b uil di n g a d mi nistr at or, w h at s c h o ol 

f a ct ors a ct as b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es ? T h e q u esti o ns wit hi n t his 

s e cti o n of t h e i nstr u m e nt w er e c o nstr u ct e d wit h a Li k ert s c al e, 1 -5 r ati n g s yst e m ( Str o n gl y 

A gr e e, A gr e e, N eit h er A gr e e n or Dis a gr e e, Dis a gr e e, Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e) t o ass ess t h e v ari a bl es 

wit hi n t h e st u d y. T h es e it e ms als o c o n n e ct e d t h e t h e ori es dis c uss e d i n t h e lit er at ur e. “ R a cis m is 

s o d e e pl y w o v e n i nt o t h e e ntir e f a bri c of s o ci et y t h at n o si n gl e p oli c y or str at e g y, h o w e v er 

p o w erf ul, is s uffi ci e nt t o er a di c at e it ” ( G a y, 2 0 0 4, p. 1 3). W ell m a n ( 1 9 7 7) d efi n e d r a cis m as, 

“ c ult ur all y s a n cti o n e d b eli efs w hi c h, r e g ar dl ess of t h e i nt e nti o ns i n v ol v e d, d ef e n d e d t h e 

a d v a nt a g es W hit es h a v e b e c a us e of t h e s u b or di n at e d p ositi o ns of r a ci al mi n oriti es ” ( p. 4 2). 

R a cis m w as e x pl or e d wit hi n t h e s e cti o n b y s cr uti ni zi n g h o w t h e r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n Bl a c k 

st ud e nts a n d t h eir t e a c h ers a n d g ui d a n c e c o u ns el ors p ot e nti all y aff e ct e d c o urs e s el e cti o n. S o ci al 

I d e ntit y T h e or y a n d r a cis m w er e a n al y z e d t hr o u g h q u esti o n it e ms r el ati n g t o t e a c h ers b ei n g of 

t h e s a m e r a c e as st u d e nts. Criti c al R a c e T h e or y w as e x a mi n e d b y li nki n g it e ms t o t h e t e n ets of 

t h e t h e or y, s p e cifi c all y t h at r a cis m e xists wit hi n o ur c o u ntr y.  

S e cti o n III of t h e s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt d el v e d i nt o t h e t hir d r es e ar c h q u esti o n - Fr o m t h e 

p ers p e cti v e of a s e c o n d ar y b uil di n g a d mi nistr at or, w h at p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors a ct as b arri ers t o 
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Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es ? T h e fi v e Li k ert r es p o ns e it e ms i n t his s e cti o n pr o b e d 

t h e i nt ers e cti o n alit y t e n ets of C R T w h e n c o nsi d eri n g t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d 

t h e p ot e nti al f or li vi n g i n p o v ert y wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m. SI T w as e x pl or e d t hr o u g h 

t h e e x a mi n ati o n of n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es a n d p arti ci p ati o n i n t h e “ o ut gr o u p ” i n p urs uit of 

i n cr e as e d e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es. T his w as w h er e t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” h y p ot h esis w as 

i n v esti g at e d a n d w h et h er it w as a b arri er f or Bl a ck st u d e nts e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs e w or k. 

C ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n al l e v els a p pli e d t o t h e t h e ori es of C R T a n d r a cis m a n d w arr a nt e d f urt h er 

e x pl or ati o n. L a ds o n -Billi n gs ( 2 0 2 1) o pi n e d t h at C R T s c h ol ars u n d erst o o d t h at t h er e w er e 

m ulti pl e d et er mi n a nts t h at f a ct or e d i n h o w p e o pl e ar e tr e at e d. G e n d er, s o ci o e c o n o mi cs, s e x u al 

i d e ntit y, a n d ot h er cl assifi c ati o ns c o ntri b ut e d t o t h e tr e at m e nt of i n di vi d u als. 

S e cti o n I V g at h er e d p ers o n al a n d s c h o ol d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n fr o m t h e r es p o n d e nt. 

T h e t e n q u esti o ns wit hi n t his s e cti o n as k e d t h e r es p o n d e nts t h eir a g e, r a c e, a n d y e ars of 

e x p eri e n c e i n t h eir r ol e, w hi c h h el p e d t h e r es p o ns e of t h e st u d y’s f o urt h r es e ar c h q u esti o n - Ar e 

t h er e diff er e n c es b et w e e n Bl a c k e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es a n d s c h o ol a d mi nistr at or 

d e m o gr a p hi cs ? T h e d e m o gr a p hi c q u esti o ns ali g n e d t o t h e t hr e e t h e ori es dis c uss e d i n t h e st u d y - 

r a cis m, C R T, a n d SI T b y c o nt e m pl ati n g t h e diff er e n c es f o u n d b et we e n t h e r es p o n d e nts’ a ns w ers 

a n d t h e a c c u m ul at e d i nf or m ati o n. T h e c oll e cti o n of t his s e nsiti v e d at a m a y h a v e c a us e d 

a p pr e h e nsi o n a m o n gst t h e r es p o n d e nts. P arti ci p a nts w er e n otifi e d t h at i d e ntif yi n g i nf or m ati o n 

w o ul d n ot b e c oll e ct e d, b ut t h at it w as c o n c ei v a bl e t h at i d e ntif yi n g d at a c o ul d b e d e d u c e d b as e d 

o n r es p o n d e nt r es p o ns es.  
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T a bl e 6     

S ur v e y I nstr u m e nt a n d R es e ar c h Q u esti o n Ali g n m e nt  

P art I - A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt C o urs es  

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 1  - W h at is t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n a d v a n c e d 
pl a c e m e nt c o urs es i n hi g h s c h o ols wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m as r e p ort e d b y pri n ci p als ?  

S ur v e y Q u esti o n  Ali g n m e nt wit h T h e or y/ Lit er at ur e  

§  T h e hi g h s c h o ol(s) i n m y distri ct h a v e A d v a n c e d 
Pl a c e m e nt c o urs es a v ail a bl e.  Y E S or N O  

C R T, R a cis m  

§  H o w m a n y st u d e nts p arti ci p at e i n A P c o urs e w or k i n 
y o ur s c h o ol ?  

SI T  

§  Bl a c k st u d e nts m a k e u p a p pr o xi m at el y _ _ _ _ _ % of 
o ur A P c o urs e e nr oll m e nt.  

SI T/ C R T  

§  A p pr o xi m at el y _ _ _ _ _ % of o ur Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o 
t a k e A P c o urs es p arti ci p at e i n t h e E n d of C o urs e 
e x a m.  

SI T  

§  A p pr o xi m at el y _ _ _ _ _ % of o ur Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o 
t a k e t h e E n d of C o urs e e x a m s c or e 3 or hi g h er. 

SI T  

§  Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P cl ass es 
i n m y hi g h s c h o ol ?  
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

 

R a cis m, C R T  

P art II - S c h o ol F a ct ors as B arri ers  

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 2  - A c c or di n g t o C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e s c h o ol -
r el at e d f a ct ors t h at li mit Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es ?  

S ur v e y Q u esti o n  Ali g n m e nt wit h T h e or y/ Lit er at ur e  

§  W h e n c o m p ar e d t o W hit e st u d e nts, t e a c h ers h a v e 
l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns f or Bl a c k st u d e nts ?  
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

C R T, R a cis m, SI T  
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S ur v e y Q u esti o n  Ali g n m e nt wit h T h e or y/ Lit er at ur e  

§  T h e l a c k of t e a c h ers fr o m t h e s a m e r a ci al b a c k gr o u n d 
n e g ati v el y i m p a cts Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n 
A P c o urs es.   
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

SI T, R a cis m  

§  Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e m or e li k el y t o n ot m e et c o urs e 
r e q uir e m e nts ( E x p e ct ati o ns, C o u ns eli n g, F e es) f or 
e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es t h a n t h eir w hit e p e ers.  
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

R a cis m, C R T  

§  As a w h ol e, Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e l ess li k el y t o b e 
e n c o ur a g e d t o e nr oll i n A P c o urs es b y s c h o ol 
c o u ns el ors t h a n t h eir w hit e p e ers.  
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

R a cis m, SI T  
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P art III - S c h o ol F a ct ors as B arri ers  

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 3 - Fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e 
p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors t h at s er v e as b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P 
c o urs es ?  

S ur v e y Q u esti o n  Ali g n m e nt wit h T h e or y/ Lit er at ur e  

§  Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y ar e l ess li k el y t o 
e nr oll i n A P c o urs e w or k i n m y distri ct.  
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

C R T  

§  Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y h a v e f e w er 
e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns, i n cl u di n g A P c o urs es, a v ail a bl e 
t o t h e m.  
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

C R T, R a cis m  

§  P ar e nts wit h l o w f or m al e d u c ati o n l e v els r ei nf or c e 
l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns of t h eir c hil dr e n.  
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

C R T, R a cis m  

§  N e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es ar e m or e li k el y t o k e e p 
Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es t h a n 
W hit e st u d e nts.   
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

SI T  
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S ur v e y Q u esti o n  Ali g n m e nt wit h T h e or y/ Lit er at ur e  

§  F e ari n g b ei n g l a b el e d as “ a cti n g W hit e ”, s o m e hi g h 
a c hi e vi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts r efr ai n fr o m t a ki n g A P 
c o urs e w or k t o r e m ai n ti e d t o t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y.   
•  Str o n gl y A gr e e  
•  A gr e e  
•  N eit h er a gr e e, n or Dis a gr e e  
•  Dis a gr e e  
•  Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  
 

 

SI T  

P art I V( a) - P arti ci p a nt D e m o gr a p hi cs  

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 4 –  Is t h er e a st atisti c al diff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts 
i n A P c o urs es a n d t h e d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs of s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, s u c h as r a c e, 
y e ars of e x p eri e n c e, or g e n d er ?  

S ur v e y Q u esti o n  Ali g n m e nt wit h T h e or y/ Lit er at ur e  

§  G e n d er: H o w d o y o u i d e ntif y ?  
•  F e m al e  
•  M al e  
•  N o n -Bi n ar y  
•  Pr ef er t o n ot r es p o n d  

 

§  W h at is y o ur a g e r a n g e ?  
•  2 5 -3 4  
•  3 5 -4 4  
•  4 5 -5 4  
•  5 5 -6 4  
•  6 5 +  

 

§  H o w l o n g h a v e y o u w or k e d i n e d u c ati o n ?  
•  < 1 0 y e ars  
•  1 0 -1 9 y e ars  
•  2 0 -2 9 y e ars  
•  3 0 + y e ars  

 

§  H o w l o n g h a v e y o u w or k e d as a hi g h s c h o ol 
a d mi nistr at or ?  
•  L ess t h a n 5 y e ars  
•  5 -1 0 y e ars  
•  1 1 -1 5 y e ars  
•  1 6 -2 0 y e ars  
•  2 1 + y e ars  
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S ur v e y Q u esti o n  Ali g n m e nt wit h T h e or y/ Lit er at ur e  

§  W hi c h r a c e/ et h ni cit y b est d es cri b es y o u ?  
•  A m eri c a n I n di a n or Al as k a n N ati v e  
•  Asi a n/ P a cifi c Isl a n d er  
•  Bl a c k or Afri c a n  
•  His p a ni c  
•  W hit e/ C a u c asi a n  
•  M ulti pl e et h ni cit y/ Ot h er ( pl e as e s p e cif y)  

 

 

P art I V( b) - S c h o ol D e m o gr a p hi cs  

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 4 –  Is t h er e a st atisti c al diff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts 
i n A P c o urs es a n d t h e d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs of s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, s u c h as r a c e, 
y e ars of e x p eri e n c e, or g e n d er ?  

S ur v e y Q u esti o n  Ali g n m e nt wit h T h e or y/ Lit er at ur e  

§  M y distri ct w o ul d b e b est d es cri b e d as a 
_ _ _ _ _ _ distri ct.  
•  Ur b a n  
•  S u b ur b a n  

R a cis m, SI T, C R T  

§  A p pr o xi m at el y _ _ _ _ _ % of o ur st u d e nts i d e ntif y as 
W hit e.  

SI T  

§  A p pr o xi m at el y _ _ _ _ _ % of o ur st u d e nts i d e ntif y as 
Bl a c k/ Afri c a n A m eri c a n.  

SI T  

§  A p pr o xi m at el y _ _ _ _ _ % of o ur st u d e nts ar e 
e c o n o mi c all y dis a d v a nt a g e d.  

SI T, R a cis m  

§  A p pr o xi m at el y _ _ _ _ _ % of o ur st aff i d e ntif y as Bl a c k.  SI T, R a cis m  

 

E x p e rt R e vi e w of I nst r u m e nt  

 T h e i nstr u m e nt us e d i n t his d es cri pti v e st u d y w as cr e at e d b y m e . T his n e c essit at e d r e vi e w 

of t h e i nstr u m e nt t o i m pr o v e t h e it e ms' v ali dit y a n d r eli a bilit y. I utili z e d f o ur e x p erts t o e v al u at e 

t h e i nstr u m e nt d esi g n t o i ns ur e t h e it e ms m e as ur e d t h e v ari a bl es wit hi n t h e st u d y. T h e e x p erts 

i n cl u d e d u ni v ersit y pr of ess ors wit h e x p ertis e i n c ult ur al r es p o nsi v e n ess, m et h o d ol o g y, a n d 

p ers p e cti v es of ur b a n s c h o ols. T h e pr of ess ors pr o vi d e d f e e d b a c k o n t h e it e ms a n d h o w t h e y 

ali g n e d t o t h e lit er at ur e a n d t h e ori es e x pl o r e d wit hi n t h e st u d y.  
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 I als o e m pl o y e d pil ot t esti n g fr o m s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors i n t h e fi el d. T hr e e distri cts w er e 

c h os e n d u e t o t h eir r el e v a nt t y p ol o gi es t o pil ot t h e i nstr u m e nt a n d pr o vi d e f e e d b a c k. Of t h e t hr e e 

distri cts pil ot t est e d, t h er e w as o n e e a c h wit h a ty p ol o g y of:  

 4    S m all T o w n    S m all T o w n - Hi g h St u d e nt P o v ert y & A v er a g e St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n Si z e  

 5    S u b ur b a n        S u b ur b a n - L o w St u d e nt P o v ert y & A v er a g e St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n Si z e  

 6    S u b ur b a n        S u b ur b a n - V er y L o w St u d e nt P o v ert y & L ar g e St u d e nt P o p ul ati o n  

 
Wit hi n t h e i n vit ati o n t o pil ot t est t h e i nstr u m e nt , t h e a d mi nistr at ors c o m pl eti n g t h e s ur v e y w er e 

as k e d t o pr o vi d e f e e d b a c k r e g ar di n g t h e i nstr u m e nt a n d h o w t h e it e ms c o ul d b e i m pr o v e d f or t h e 

p o p ul ati o n. A d diti o n all y, t h e pil ot distri cts w er e as k e d f or f e e d b a c k f or s ur v e y cl arit y a n d 

w h et h er t h e s ur v e y c o m pl eti o n ti m e w as a c c ur at e as d es cri b e d i n t h e i nstr u cti o ns. Aft er t his 

r e vi e w, o n e distri ct pr o vi d e d f e e d b a c k r e g ar di n g o p e n e n d e d q u esti o ns t h at w er e i n a pr e vi o us 

it er ati o n of t h e s ur v e y a n d if t h e y s h o ul d b e pl a c e d at t h e b e gi n ni n g ( A p p e n di x B ). T h es e  it e ms 

w er e e v e nt u all y r e m o v e d fr o m t h e d at a c oll e cti o n aft er b ei n g d et er mi n e d t h e y w er e b e y o n d t h e 

st u d y's s c o p e . I r efl e ct e d o n r e q uiri n g f or c e d c h oi c es wit hi n t h e Li k ert it e ms aft er a dis c ussi o n 

wit h o n e pil ot distri ct. It a p p e ar e d t hr o u g h t h e pil ot t esti n g t h at m a n y it e ms w er e f alli n g i n t h e 

“ N eit h er A gr e e  n or Dis a gr e e ” c at e g or y. T h e dis c ussi o n c e nt er e d o n w h et h er t his w as a “s af e ” 

c h oi c e b e c a us e t h e a d mi nistr at or m a y h a v e n ot w a nt e d  t o pr o vi d e d at a t h at w o ul d a p p e ar 

dis p ar a gi n g t o t h eir distri ct of e m pl o y m e nt. B y eli mi n ati n g t h e n e utr al o pti o n, t h e r es p o n d e nt 

w o ul d b e f or c e d t o c h o os e a n it e m wit h a m or e d efi niti v e p ositi o n. It w as d e ci d e d t o k e e p  t h e 

n e utr al o pti o n b e c a us e t h e st u d y w as e x a mi ni n g pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns of b arri ers a n d t h at t h e y 

m a y h a v e a n e utr al r es p o ns e t o t h e s ur v e y it e ms.  
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I nst r u m e nt V ali dit y  

 I n t his st u d y, t h e n o n-p ur p osi v e s a m pli n g of s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol pri n ci p als i m p a ct e d t h e 

e xt er n al v ali dit y. T h e li mit ati o n of g at h eri n g d at a fr o m N ort h e ast O hi o c o ns orti u m distri cts als o 

i m p a ct e d t h e e xt er n al v ali dit y of t h e st u d y. A c c or di n g t o Tr o c hi m et al. ( 2 0 1 6), “ e xt er n al v ali dit y 

is t h e d e gr e e t o w hi c h t h e c o n cl usi o ns i n t h e st u d y w o ul d h ol d f or ot h er p ers o ns i n ot h er pl a c es 

a n d at ot h er ti m es ” ( p. 8 3). T h e st u d y's li mit e d s c o p e ( 2 0 s c h o ol distri cts a n d 1 0 9 r es p o n d e nts) 

r es ult e d i n a l o w g e n er ali z a bility. T h e br e a dt h of d e m o gr a p hi c diff er e n c es b et w e e n t h e distri cts 

a n d t h e v ari e d t y p ol o g y of t h e distri ct m a y h a v e all o w e d f or g e n er ali z a bilit y t o o c c ur wit h ot h er 

ur b a n a n d i n n er a n d o ut er ri n g s u b ur b a n distri cts i n m etr o p olit a n ar e as. Tr o c hi m et al. ( 2 0 1 6)  

n ot e d t hr e ats t o t h e e xt er n al v ali dit y of a st u d y c a m e fr o m t h e p e o pl e, pl a c es, a n d ti m e ( p. 1 0 3). 

T h es e t hr e ats w er e pr es e nt i n t h e st u d y, b ut t h e st u d y c o ul d e asil y b e r e pli c at e d t o d et er mi n e 

b arri ers Bl a c k st u d e nts m a y f a c e i n e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es i n ot h er r e gi o ns of t h e c o u ntr y.  

 M y  p ers o n al bi as pr es e nt e d a n ot h er li mit ati o n of t h e st u d y. B ei n g a m e m b er of t h e 

c o ns orti u m all o w e d m e  t o s h ar e t h eir vi e ws wit h a li mit e d n u m b er of p e o pl e w h o w er e s el e ct e d 

as r es p o n d e nts. T h es e vi e ws, or t h e p er c e pti o ns of t h e m e m b ers r e g ar di n g m e  c o ul d i nfl u e n c e 

r es p o n d e nt attit u d es a n d b eli efs. I h a d p ers o n all y o bs er v e d t h e li mit e d e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k 

st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es, w hi c h cr e at e d a b eli ef s yst e m t h at t his pr a cti c e w as p er v asi v e i n m ost 

e d u c ati o n al e n vir o n m e nts. D es pit e t h e li mit ati o ns pr es e nt , t his st u d y will c o ntri b ut e t o t h e g a p i n 

r es e ar c h r e g ar di n g Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d t h e b arri ers t h e y f a c e i n e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es. 

 T o est a blis h str o n g er i nt er n al v ali dit y wit h t h e i nstr u m e nt, pil ot t esti n g of t h e i nstr u m e nt 

w as c o n d u ct e d. T his w as t o e ns ur e t h at t h e i nstr u m e nt c o nstr u ct e d w as cl e ar t o all r es p o n d e nts 

b ef or e t h e st u d y w as l a u n c h e d. A d mi nistr at ors fr o m t hr e e N ort h er n O hi o s c h o ol distri cts w er e 

c o nt a ct e d  t o c o m pl et e t h e s ur v e y a n d pr o vi d e f e e d b a c k o n t h e i nstr u m e nt d esi g n/ q u esti o ns. O n e 
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of t h e t hr e e distri cts  r es p o n d e d ( A p p e n di x C). T h es e distri cts, li k e t h os e i n t h e st u d y, w er e 

s el e ct e d b e c a us e t h e y mirr or e d t h e s o ci o e c o n o mi c a n d r a ci al c o m p ositi o n of t h e c o ns orti u m 

distri cts. F e e d b a c k fr o m t h e pil ot t esti n g w as us e d t o a d dr ess a n y q u esti o ns t h at c a us e d 

a m bi g uit y wit h t h e i nstr u m e nt . T his str e n gt h e n e d t h e i nt er n al v ali dit y f o u n d wit hi n t h e st u d y.  

 T h e i nstr u m e nt ati o n of t his st u d y w as cr e at e d b y m e . W hil e pil ot t esti n g h el p e d t o 

str e n gt h e n t h e i nt er n al v ali dit y, it w as als o i m p ort a nt t o e ns ur e t h e c o nt e nt v ali dit y of t h e 

i nstr u m e nt w as a p pr o pri at e. T o as c ert ai n w h et h er t h e c o nstr u ct m e as ur e d w h at it w as i nt e n d e d 

t o, t h e it e ms cr e at e d w er e r e vi e w e d by c o nt e nt ar e a e x p erts ( Fi el d, 2 0 1 8). F e e d b a c k r e g ar di n g 

t h e s ur v e y it e ms w as c o nsi d er e d a n d q u esti o ns w er e alt er e d t o i m pr o v e u p o n t h e c o nt e nt v ali dit y 

of t h e it e ms. T h e s ur v e y e x pl or e d t h e i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es s urr o u n di n g t h e s c h o ol a n d 

p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors t h at i m p a ct Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es. T o str e n gt h e n 

c o nt e nt v ali dit y, it e m r e visi o ns w er e m a d e t o r e m o v e or r e w or d q u esti o n st e ms t h at e x pl or e d 

v ari a bl es b e y o n d t h e s c o p e of t h e st u d y.  

 T h e p ur p os e of t his st u d y w as t o i d e ntif y hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns of b arri ers 

aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P b y e x a mi ni n g s c h o ol a n d p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors t h at 

h a d t h e gr e at est i m p a ct. T h e st u d y di d n ot i ntr o d u c e a r e m e d y, tr e at m e nt, or pr o gr a m t o i n cr e as e 

e nr oll m e nt, r at h er it pri oriti z e d w hi c h f a ct ors w arr a nt e d f o c us t o miti g at e t h e p ot e nti al 

o p p ort u nit y g a p b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d W hit e st u d e nts.  

D at a C oll e cti o n  

U p o n a p pr o v al fr o m t h e I nt er n al R e vi e w B o ar d (I R B) at Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y t o 

st u d y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors  a n d  CI TI C ertifi c ati o n  ( A p p e n dic es  D  a n d E ), a pr e vi o usl y 

d e v el o p e d c a n di d at e list w as us e d t o d eli v er t h e s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt usi n g t h e f oll o wi n g crit eri a:   

•  T h e c a n di d at e m ust c o m e fr o m a C A M E R A c o ns orti u m distri ct.   
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•  T h e c a n di d at e m ust b e e m pl o y e d as a s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at or.  

E a c h C A M E R A c o ns orti u m distri ct l e a d er w as c o nt a ct e d ( A p p e n di x E ) a n d pr o vi d e d a G o o gl e 

s h e et c o nt ai ni n g t h e n a m es a n d r ol es of e a c h p ers o n i n t h e t ar g et e d p o p ul ati o n. O n c e t h e m e m b er 

distri cts c o nfir m e d t h e n a m es a n d e m ail a d dr ess es of t h e t ar g et e d p arti ci p a nts, a n d aft er 

Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y I R B A p pr o v al, a n e m ail i n vit ati o n t o c o m pl et e t h e s ur v e y 

( A p p e n di x F ) w as s e nt t o e a c h c a n di d at e wit hi n t h e s a m pl e. T h e d at a c oll e cti o n pl atf or m utili z e d 

b y m e  w as S ur v e y M o n k e y, w h er e e a c h p ot e nti al r es p o n d e nt c o ul d h a v e t h e s ur v e y d eli v er e d vi a 

e m ail. W hil e t his m et h o d all o w e d f or ti m el y r es p o ns es, m e m b ers of t h e s a m pl e c o ul d b e l ess 

li k el y t o r es p o n d t o t h e s ur v e y t h a n i n a m or e p ers o n al s etti n g ( M erri a m & Tis d al e , 2 0 1 6). T h e 

i ntr o d u cti o n of t h e s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt c o nt ai n e d a n e m b e d d e d c o ns e nt f or m ( A p p e n di x G ) 

d et aili n g t h e f oll o wi n g i nf or m ati o n: a st at e m e nt t h at t h e i nstr u m e nt will b e us e d i n e d u c ati o n al 

r es e ar c h, a p ur p os e st at e m e nt of t h e st u d y, t h e p arti ci p a nts e x p e ct e d d ur ati o n of p arti ci p ati o n i n 

t h e st u d y, a st at e m e nt of c o nfi d e nti alit y, t h e ri g ht t o wit h dr a w fr o m t h e st u d y at a n y ti m e wit h o ut 

p e n alt y, m y c o nt a ct i nf or m ati o n  a n d Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y’s c o nt a ct i nf or m ati o n f or 

q u esti o ns r e g ar di n g t h e st u d y, a n d a st at e m e nt t h at n o r e m u n er ati o n f or i n v ol v e m e nt i n t h e st u d y 

w as pr o vi d e d a n d t h at r es p o n d e nt p arti ci p ati o n is e ntir el y v ol u nt ar y.   

T h e s ur v e y’s c o m pl eti o n i n di c at e d t h e r es p o n d e nt’s willi n g n ess t o p arti ci p at e i n t h e 

st u d y’s d at a g at h eri n g.   I n cl u d e d i n t h e i n vit ati o n f or p arti ci p ati o n w as t h e ti m e fr a m e f or w hi c h 

t h e st u d y i nstr u m e nt w o ul d b e a v ail a bl e a n d t h e fi n al d at e t o c o m pl et e th e s ur v e y.  A n e m ail 

r e mi n d er t o c o m pl et e t h e s ur v e y w as s e nt t o t h e p o p ul ati o n w e e kl y a n d t w o d a ys pri or t o t h e 

s ur v e y cl osi n g t o e n c o ur a g e r es p o ns es t o it.  
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D at a A n al ysis  

T h e d at a c oll e cti o n p eri o d f or t h e st u d y c o n cl u d e d o n J ul y 5, 2 0 2 3. U p o n c o m pl eti o n of 

t h e s ur v e y, t h e i nstr u m e nt g at h er e d t h e a d mi nistr ati v e p er c e pti o ns of t h eir distri ct r e g ar di n g t h e 

r e pr es e nt ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts wit hi n t h eir A P c o urs es wit hi n t h e S ur v e y M o n k e y s e c ur e 

pl atf or m. T h e c oll e ct e d i nf or m ati o n w as t h e n d o w nl o a d e d a n d tr a nsf err e d t o Mi cr os oft E x c el, 

v ersi o n 1 6. 7 1, t o or g a ni z e a n d r e vi e w w h at w as s u b mitt e d b y t h e r es p o n d e nts. T h e d at a w er e 

s cr e e n e d t o l o o k f or missi n g i nf or m ati o n or e m pt y c ells  wit hi n t h e s pr e a ds h e et. If d at a w er e 

missi n g, I h a d t o c o nsi d er p ossi bl e r e as o ns as t o w h y t h e r es p o n d e nt m a y h a v e l eft t h e s ur v e y 

bl a n k. O n e p ossi bilit y w as t h at a “ n o ” r es p o ns e w as e nt er e d o n it e m # 2 of t h e s ur v e y. T his 

q u esti o n as k e d w h et h er t h e r es p o n d e nt’s s c h o ol h a d A P c o urs es. If t h e a ns w er e nt e r e d w as a 

“ n o, ” t h e r es p o n d e nt w as t a k e n t o t h e e n d of t h e s ur v e y b e c a us e t h e y w o ul d n ot n e e d t o a ns w er 

t h e r e m ai ni n g q u esti o ns i n t h e s ur v e y.  

O n c e t h e d at a w as s cr e e n e d wit hi n E x c el, t h e i nf or m ati o n w as l o a d e d i nt o t h e I B M S P S S 

St atisti cs pr o gr a m. I us e d S P S S v ersi o n 2 9. 0. 0. 0 ( 2 4 1) pr o vi d e d b y t h e Y o u n gst o w n St at e 

U ni v ersit y a p p st or e. D es cri pti v e a n d i nf er e nti al st atisti cs w er e t h e n us e d t o or g a ni z e t h e d at a i n 

a w a y t h at w o ul d s h o w c o m m o n c h ar a ct eristi cs of t h e hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als a n d t h e distri cts 

wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m. A c c or di n g t o Tr o c hi m et al. ( 2 0 1 6), d es cri pti v e st atisti cs c a n b e us e d t o 

all o w s a m pl e s u m m ari es t o b e d o n e o n t h e c oll e ct e d d at a. T h es e st atisti cs c a n b e us e d t o 

e xtr a p ol at e t h e diff er e n c es b et w e e n a d mi nistr at or p er c e pti o ns b as e d o n s c h o ol t y p ol o g y, 

r es p o n d e nt r a c e, or g e n d er. T h e d es cri pti v e st atisti cs all o w e d f or t h e c e ntr al t e n d e n c y of v ari o us 

distri b uti o ns t o b e e x pl or e d . T h e us e of t h e i nf er e nti al st atisti cs wit hi n t h e st u d y p er mitt e d m e  t o 

g e n er ali z e b as e d o n t h e c oll e ct e d r es p o n d e nt d at a ( Tr o c hi m et al., 2 0 1 6). I nf er e nti al st atisti cs 
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e n a bl e d m e t o e x a mi n e t h e diff er e n c es b et w e e n hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o ns of s c h o ol a n d 

p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors a cti n g as b arri ers t o A P e nr oll m e nt.  

F a ct or a n al ysis of t h e d at a w as c o m pl et e d t o c o m p ar e t h e eff e cts of m ulti pl e i n d e p e n d e nt 

v ari a bl es o n t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e. A c c or di n g t o Fi el d ( 2 0 1 8), f a ct or a n al ysis h as t hr e e m ai n 

us es: “ 1) t o u n d erst a n d t h e str u ct ur e of a s et of v ari a bl es; 2) t o c o nst r u ct a q u esti o n n air e t o 

m e as ur e a n u n d erl yi n g v ari a bl e; a n d 3) t o r e d u c e a d at a s et t o a m or e m a n a g e a bl e si z e w hil e 

r et ai ni n g as m u c h of t h e ori gi n al i nf or m ati o n as p ossi bl e ” ( p. 5 7 1). T h e st u d y w a nt e d t o m e as ur e 

h o w t h e i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es - S c h o ol F a ct o rs ( S C H L), P ers o n al/ F a mil y F a ct ors ( P E R), a n d 

Diff er e n c es b et w e e n Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d t h e pri n ci p al/s c h o ol ( DI F F) - i m p a ct e d t h e d e p e n d e nt 

v ari a bl e of Bl a c k st u d e nt A P r e pr es e nt ati o n ( A P R E P). T h e f a ct or a n al ysis all o w e d t h e 

r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n t h e v ari a bl es t o b e e x pl or e d a n d c orr el at e d wit h t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n of 

Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es.    

 A n O L S r e gr essi o n st atisti c al m o d el w as a p pli e d t o t h e d at a s et wit h t h e g o al of 

d et er mi ni n g t h e g o o d n ess of fit f or t h e m o d el ( Fi el d, 2 0 1 8). T h e us e of t his m o d el p er mitt e d m e  

t o d et er mi n e t h e diff er e n c es b et w e e n t h e o bs er v e d v al u es wit hi n t h e d at a s et a n d t h e pr e di ct e d 

v al u es ( Fi el d, 2 0 1 8). T his st atisti c al m et h o d w as t h e  o n e  m ost us e d w h e n att e m pti n g t o g at h er 

esti m ati o ns wit hi n t h e m o d el. A p pli e d t o t h e st u d y, I utili z e d t h e O L S r e gr essi o n t o d et er mi n e 

h o w A P e nr oll m e nt wit h Bl a c k st u d e nts i n cr e as e d or  d e cr e as e d b as e d o n t h e i n d e p e n d e nt 

v ari a bl es. T h e h et er os k e d asti cit y of t h e m o d el w as r e vi e w e d t o e ns ur e t h e m o d el esti m at es w er e 

a c c ur at e a n d err or li mit e d. B y usi n g a n O L S r e gr essi o n, I w as a bl e t o m a k e a c c ur at e pr e di cti o ns 

as t o w hi c h b arri ers w er e m ost i m p a ctf ul o n Bl a c k st u d e nts. T h e d at a w er e pr o c ess e d wit h t h e 

st atisti c al m o d els d es cri b e d i n t h e s e cti o n a n d w er e pr es e nt e d i n s u m m ar y t a bl es f o u n d i n 

C h a pt er I V of t h e st u d y.  
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V a ri a bl e List  

 T h e s a m pl e i n cl u d e d 1 0 9 s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors fr o m t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m wit h 4 6 c o m pl eti n g t h e s ur v e y. D es cri pti v e st atisti cs w er e g at h er e d o n t h e r es p o n d e nt 

a n d s c h o ol d e m o gr a p hi c s e cti o ns of t h e s ur v e y. T his all o w e d f or c o m m o n aliti es t o b e e x p l or e d t o 

b ett er u n d erst a n d t h e p er c e pti o ns of t h e a d mi nistr at ors. T h e i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es e x a mi n e d 

w er e S c h o ol F a ct ors ( S C H L), P ers o n al/ F a mil y F a ct ors ( P E R), a n d Diff er e n c es b et w e e n Bl a c k 

st u d e nts a n d t h e pri n ci p al/s c h o ol ( DI F F). T h es e v ari a bl es w er e e x a mi n e d t o i m pr o v e a w ar e n ess 

of t h e p er c e pti o ns of hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als a n d t h e b arri ers b eli e v e d t o i n hi bit Bl a c k st u d e nts 

fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es. T h es e v ari a bl es w er e e v al u at e d usi n g t h e 1-5 Li k ert s c al e s yst e m 

f or m ost s ur v e y it e ms.  

T h e it e ms w er e r at e d as:  

1 = Str o n gl y A gr e e  
2 = A gr e e  
3 = N eit h er A gr e e n or Dis a gr e e  
4 = Dis a gr e e  
5 = Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e  

 
As Tr o c hi m et al. ( 2 0 1 6) n ot e d, t h e us e of t his r a n ki n g s yst e m w as b uilt wit h t h e c o nstr u ct of 

u n d erst a n di n g t h e r es p o n d e nts’ b eli efs, n ot t h e r es e ar c h er’s. T h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e i n t h e st u d y 

w as Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es.  

 T h e c o di n g s yst e m us e d f or t h e i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es all o w e d f or a n al ysis t o b e d o n e 

d et aili n g w hi c h b arri ers, as p er c ei v e d b y N ort h e ast O hi o a d mi nistr at ors, h a d t h e gr e at est i m p a ct 

o n i m p a cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es.  

 T h e c o di n g f or P art I of t h e s ur v e y w as as f oll o ws:  

A P c o urs es a v ail a bl e ( 1 = Y es, 2 = N o)  
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It e ms dis c ussi n g t h e n u m b er of st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P, Bl a c k st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n i n A P, t h os e 

t a ki n g t h e E O C e x a m, a n d s c ori n g 3 or hi g h er r e q uir e d a s p e cifi c n u m b er v al u e fr o m t h e 

r es p o n d e nt. T h e l ast it e m i n P art I w as a Li k ert q u esti o n r e g ar di n g e q u al r e pr es e nt ati o n i n A P f or 

Bl a c k st u d e nts. P arts II a n d III w er e all Li k ert s c al e it e ms.  

 T h e c o di n g f or P art I V( a) a n d I V( b), t h e d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n, w as as f oll o ws:  

 G e n d er ( M a n = 1, N o n -Bi n ar y = 2, W o m a n = 3, Pr ef er t o n ot r es p o n d = 4, S elf - 

D es cri b e = 5)  

A g e ( 2 5 -3 4 = 1, 3 5 -4 4 = 2, 4 5 -5 4 = 3, 5 5 -6 4 = 4. 6 5 + = 5)  

C ar e er L e n gt h ( > 3 5 yrs. = 1, 3 0 -3 5 yrs. = 2, 2 0 -2 9 yrs. = 3, 1 0 -1 9 yrs. = 4, < 1 0 yrs. = 5)  

C urr e nt P ositi o n ( > 5 yrs. = 1, 5 -1 0 yrs. = 2, 1 1 -1 5 yrs. = 3, 1 6 -2 0 yrs. = 4, 2 1 + yrs. = 5)  

Et h ni cit y ( A m eri c a n I n di a n or Al as k a n N ati v e = 1, Asi a n/ P a cifi c Isl a n d er = 2, Bl a c k or  

Afri c a n A m eri c a n = 3, His p a ni c = 4, W hit e/ C a u c asi a n = 5, M ultir a ci al/ Ot h er = 6)  

E d u c ati o n l e v el ( B a c h el ors = 1, S o m e Gr a d u at e = 2, M ast ers = 3, S o m e D o ct or al = 4 

D o ct or at e = 5)  

S c h o ol t y p ol o g y ( Ur b a n = 1, S u b ur b a n = 2)  

T h e r e m ai ni n g d e m o gr a p hi c q u esti o ns c e nt er e d o n t h e r a ci al pr ofil e of t h e s c h o ol f or W hit e a n d 

Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d st aff, as w ell as t h e p er c e nt a g e of e c o n o mi c all y dis a d v a nt a g e d st u d e nts. 

T h es e it e ms r e q uir e d a s p e cifi c n u m eri c al v al u e fr o m t h e r es p o n d e nts.  T his all o w e d t h e st u d y t o 

e x a mi n e t h e diff er e n c es b et w e e n Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P a n d t h e pri n ci p als’ d e m o gr a p hi c 

i nf or m ati o n. 

Ass u m pti o ns a n d Li mit ati o ns  

T his st u d y ai m e d t o d et er mi n e w hi c h b arri ers w er e p er c ei v e d b y s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol 

a d mi nistr at ors as t h e r e as o n Bl a c k st u d e nts d e ci d e d n ot t o e nr oll i n A P c o urs e w or k. T h e b arri ers 
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t h at w er e c h os e n f or t h e st u d y, s c h o ol f a ct ors a n d p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors, c o nt ai n e d s u bf a ct ors 

wit hi n t h os e t w o m ai n f o ci ar e as. Pri or r es e ar c h st u di es h a v e i d e ntifi e d t h e s u bf a ct ors as r e as o ns 

t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d W hit e st u d e nts r e m ai ns i n pl a c e. E x a mi ni n g t h e s c h o ol 

f a ct ors of t e a c h er/ c o u ns el or e x p e ct ati o ns, l a c k of e x p os ur e t o Bl a c k t e a c h ers, a n d n ot m e eti n g 

c o urs e r e q uir e m e nts pr o vi d e d k e y i nf or m ati o n as t o h o w t h e pr es e n c e of t h es e i nfl u e n c es c o ul d 

pr e cl u d e Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr oll i n g i n A P c o urs e w or k. O utsi d e of s c h o ol Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e 

als o e x p os e d t o p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors t h at c o ul d i m p a ct t h eir A P e nr oll m e nt. T h e s u bf a ct ors 

e x pl or e d wit hi n t his v ari a bl e w er e p o v ert y, c ar e gi v ers’ e d u c ati o n, a n d n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es.  

W hil e t h e list w as n ot all i n cl usi v e, p arti ci p a nts i n t h e st u d y i d e ntifi e d w hi c h b arri ers w er e 

s p e cifi c t o t h eir s c h o ol or distri ct. T h e d at a w as a g gr e g at e d fr o m s c h o ol distri cts i n t h e 

C A M E R A c o ns orti u m i n N ort h e ast O hi o. T h e s ur v e ys w er e s e nt t o 1 0 9  p arti ci p a nts o n J u n e 7, 

2 0 2 3, a n d t h e y h a d f o ur w e e ks t o r et ur n t h e s ur v e y r es p o ns es. O n c e t h e s ur v e ys w er e r et ur n e d, 

t h e d at a w as e v al u at e d t o d et er mi n e w hi c h b arri ers t o A P c o urs e w or k w er e m ost li k el y t o h a v e a 

si g nifi c a nt eff e ct o n w h y Bl a c k st u d e nts d i d not e nr oll i n A P cl ass es.  T h e br e a dt h of 

d e m o gr a p hi c diff er e n c es b et w e e n t h e distri cts a n d t h e v ari e d t y p ol o g y of t h e distri ct all o w e d f or 

g e n er ali z a bilit y t o o c c ur wit h ot h er ur b a n a n d i n n er/ o ut er ri n g s u b ur b a n distri cts i n m etr o p olit a n 

ar e as.  

T h e st u d y di d n ot c o v er all p ossi bl e b arri ers b ut s o u g ht t o d et er mi n e w hi c h w er e m ost 

pr e v al e nt. S e v er al ot h er b arri ers w er e o mitt e d fr o m t h e s ur v e y d u e t o m a ki n g t h e s ur v e y m or e 

m a n a g e a bl e. E x a m pl es of t h e o mitt e d b arri ers i n cl u d e d: gift e d i d e ntifi c ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts, 

a n e x a mi n ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es i n r ur al s c h o ol distri cts, a n d Bl a c k st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt i n h o n ors or a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs es. W hil e e a c h of t h es e iss u es m erit e d f urt h er 

i n v esti g ati o n, t h e y w er e b e y o n d t h e s c o p e of w h at t his r es e ar c h st u d y e x a mi n e d.  
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M y  p ers o n al bi as pr es e nt e d a li mit ati o n of t h e st u d y. I h a d p ers o n all y o bs er v e d t h e 

li mit e d e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es w hi c h h a d cr e at e d a b eli ef s yst e m t h at t his 

pr a cti c e w as p er v asi v e i n m ost e d u c ati o n al e n vir o n m e nts. A d diti o n all y, t his st u d y w as li mit e d t o 

s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors. T h e st u d y di d n ot i ntr o d u c e a r e m e d y, tr e at m e nt, or pr o gr a m t o 

i n cr e as e e nr oll m e nt, r at h er it pri oriti z e d w hi c h s c h o ol a n d p ers o n al/f a mil y f a ct ors w er e b arri ers 

t h at w arr a nt e d f o c us. W hil e o n e c o ul d ar g ue t h at t h e b arri ers i n t his st u d y c o ul d b e e x a mi n e d 

fr o m t h e t e a c hi n g st aff, st u d e nt, a n d p ar e nt p ers p e cti v e, t his st u d y f o c us e d o n a d mi nistr at ors. 

T his w as d u e t o t h eir a bilit y t o m a k e d e cisi o ns w hi c h i m p a ct e d c urri c ul u m d e v el o p m e nt a n d 

cl ass e nr oll m e nt w it hi n a c o ns orti u m hi g h s c h o ol. B y i d e ntif yi n g t h e m ost pr e v al e nt b arri ers, 

a d mi nistr at ors c o ul d str at e gi c all y pl a n t o h el p t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts o v er c o m e t h e iss u e a n d s hri n k 

t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p c urr e ntl y e xisti n g b et w e e n W hit e a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P. F urt h er 

i n v esti g ati o n of t h e b arri ers f or Bl a c k st u d e nts i n e d u c ati o n fr o m t h e af or e m e nti o n e d st aff, 

st u d e nt, a n d p ar e nt p ers p e cti v e w o ul d pr o vi d e f urt h er i nsi g ht t o e xisti n g r es e ar c h r e g ar di n g 

Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d a c c ess t o hi g h er l e v el c o urs es.  

 W h e n d esi g ni n g a r es e ar c h st u d y, t h er e w er e t hi n gs t h at t h e r es e ar c h er t o o k f or gr a nt e d or 

ass u m e d t o b e tr u e a n d t h es e w er e k n o w n as ass u m pti o ns. T h e first ass u m pti o n w as t h e 

o nt ol o gi c al ass u m pti o n, w hi c h st at e d “ T h er e is o n e d efi n e d r e alit y, fi x e d, m e as ur a bl e, a n d 

o bs er v a bl e ” ( R es e ar c h P hil os o p h y a n d Ass u m pti o ns –  S O E, n. d.) . T his st u d y’s o nt ol o gi c al 

ass u m pti o n w as t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts f a ci n g b arri ers t o e nr olli n g i n A P w as a r e al e ntit y. T h e 

e pist e m ol o gi c al ass u m pti o n w as t h at “ g e n ui n e k n o wl e d g e w as o bj e cti v e a n d q u a ntifi a bl e ” 

( R es e ar c h P hil os o p h y a n d Ass u m pti o ns –  S O E, n. d. ). I n t his c as e, it r ef err e d t o t h e s ur v e y 

s h o wi n g t h e m ost i m p a ctf ul b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt. T h e a xi ol o gi c al ass u m pti o n 

a d dr ess e d t h e n oti o n t h at it w as t a k e n f or gr a nt e d t h at l e ar ni n g a b o ut t h e b arri ers t h at Bl a c ks 
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st u d e nts e n c o u nt er e d w o ul d b e b e n efi ci al a n d t h at b y a d dr essi n g t h es e iss u es, t h e o p p ort u nit y 

g a p c o ul d b e n arr o w e d. L astl y, t h e r es e ar c h str at e gi es or m et h o d ol o gi c al ass u m pti o ns w er e w h e n 

o n e “ ass u m es t h at t h er e ar e s o m e m et h o ds of i n q uir y t h at ar e w or k a b l e a n d ot h ers t h at will n ot 

b e ” ( R es e ar c h P hil os o p h y a n d Ass u m pti o ns –  S O E, n. d. ). I n t his st u d y, t h e m et h o d ol o gi c al 

ass u m pti o n w as t h at t h e s ur v e y w o ul d g e n er at e i n cr e as e d k n o wl e d g e a n d t h at t h e fi n di n gs a b o ut 

t h e b arri ers t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts f a c e d w o ul d b e d et er mi n e d b as e d o n t h e s ur v e y r es ults.  

R es e a r c h Et hi cs  

T h e q u a ntit ati v e, d es cri pti v e st u d y c o n d u ct e d b y m e  e x a mi n e d t h e hi g h s c h o ol 

a d mi nistr at ors’ p er c e pti o ns of b arri ers aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P a n d w as 

c o m pl et e d i n a n et hi c al m a n n er, m e eti n g t h e st a n d ar ds s et f ort h b y t h e Y o u n gst o w n St at e 

U ni v ersit y I n d e p e n d e nt R e vi e w B o ar d. I w as a w ar e of m y  o w n p ot e nti al bi as as a m e m b er of t h e 

c o ns orti u m i n w hi c h t h e st u d y d at a w as d eri v e d. T his p ot e nti al f or a c o nfli ct of i nt er est w as 

l ess e n e d b y s e v er al f a ct ors. I di d n ot c o m pl et e t h e s ur v e y i nstr u m e nt  t o b e i n cl u d e d i n t h e d at a 

s et. A d diti o n all y, I w as f ort h c o mi n g wit h all st a k e h ol d ers wit hi n t h e st u d y. I s elf -i d e ntifi e d t h at I 

a m  a m e m b er of C A M E R A a n d m y  i nt er est i n t his t o pi c b e g a n pri or t o m y  c urr e nt distri ct 

e m pl o y m e nt.   

Tr o c hi m et al. ( 2 0 1 6) o pi n e d t h at r es e ar c h et hi cs c e nt ers o n d oi n g t h e ri g ht t hi n g wit h all 

s u bj e cts wit hi n a st u d y.   T h e p ur p os e of t his st u d y w as t o h el p d et er mi n e w h at b arri ers w er e 

k e e pi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es.   I d e ntif yi n g t h es e b arri ers a n d w or ki n g 

t o w ar d a d dr essi n g t h e iss u e will o p e n p at h w a ys f or Bl a c k st u d e nts t h at m a y n ot h a v e pr e vi o usl y 

b e e n t h er e. I als o c o nsi d er e d t h e et hi cs of m y  i nstr u m e nt ati o n b y c o n d u cti n g pil ot s a m pli n g t o 

i m pr o v e t h e i nt er n al v ali dit y of t h e i nstr u m e nt.  I utili z e d c o nt e nt e x p erts t o pr o vi d e f e e d b a c k 

a n d t o i m pr o v e o n t h e c o nt e nt v ali dit y, e ns uri n g t h e it e ms i nt e n d e d t o b e m e as ur e d w er e b ei n g 
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m e as ur e d. Gr o u n d e d i n t h e i d e as of t h e B el m o nt R e p ort I t o o k c ar e t o pr o vi d e r es p e ct f or p e o pl e, 

t h e pri n ci pl es of j usti c e a n d t h e i d e a of b e n efi c e n c e ( Tr o c hi m et al., 2 0 1 6).  

H u m a n S u bj e cts  

 T h e r es p o n d e nts i n t his st u d y, as h u m a n s u bj e cts, d es er v e d a n d w er e s u bj e ct e d t o t h e 

“r es p e ct f or p ers o ns ” pri n ci pl e c o nt ai n e d wit hi n t h e B el m o nt R e p ort. I pr o vi d e d all i n di vi d u als 

wit hi n t h e st u d y a n i nf or m e d c o ns e nt f or m, w h er e t h e y w er e a p pris e d of t h eir a bilit y t o wit h dr a w 

fr o m t h e st u d y at a n y ti m e. R es p o n d e nts w er e als o i nf or m e d t h at t h eir p arti ci p ati o n w as 

v ol u nt ar y a n d t h at t h e y w er e t o r e c ei v e n o r e m u n er ati o n or c o m p e ns ati o n f or t h eir 

p arti ci p ati o n.   T h es e it e ms m et t h e el e m e nts f or a “ w ell i nf or m e d c o ns e nt: I nf or m ati o n, 

C o m pr e h e nsi o n, a n d V ol u nt ari n ess ” ( Tr o c hi m et al., 2 0 1 6).    

 T h e pri n ci pl e of b e n efi c e n c e w as c o nsi d er e d wit hi n t h e r es e ar c h st u d y as w ell. Tr o c hi m 

et al. ( 2 0 1 6) d efi n e d t his as “t h e e x p e ct e d i m p a ct o n a p ers o n’s w ell -b ei n g t h at m a y r es ult fr o m 

p arti ci p ati o n i n t h e r es e ar c h ” ( p. 4 1). T h e ris k ass o ci at e d wit h t his q u a ntit ati v e r es e ar c h st u d y 

w as l o w. N o r e m e d y or tr e at m e nt w as b ei n g pr o vi d e d f or t h e iss u e, r at h er t h e st u d y w as b as e d o n 

i d e ntif yi n g t h e b arri ers t h at h a d t h e gr e at est i m p a ct o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt. T h e o n e pi e c e 

of t h e st u d y t h at c o ul d c a us e a n i m p a ct w as c o nfr o nti n g t h e i n e q uit y p er p etr at e d o n t h e Bl a c k 

st u d e nt c o m m u nit y si n c e t h e c o n c urr e nt Br o w n v. B o ar d d e cisi o n a n d t h e cr e ati o n of t h e A P 

pr o gr a m. W hil e t his c o ul d c a us e dis c o mf ort f or s o m e wit hi n t h e st u d y, t h e ris k l e v el ass o ci at e d 

wit h t h e st u d y w as mi ni m al.   

 T h e s a m pl e w as s o ur c e d fr o m t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m, w h o h a v e a g o al of i m pr o vi n g 

t h e di v ersit y of t h e e d u c at or w or kf or c e. R e pr es e nti n g v ari o us distri cts i n t h e N ort h e ast O hi o 

r e gi o n, t h e r es e ar c h st u d y di d n ot t a k e a d v a nt a g e of v ul n er a bl e p o p ul ati o ns. T h e res p o n d e nts di d 

s o of t h eir o w n v oliti o n. T his s atisfi e d t h e pri n ci pl e of j usti c e. A criti cis m of t h e st u d y c o ul d b e 
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t h at I a m a c urr e nt m e m b er of t h e c o ns orti u m w h er e t h e st u d y d at a w as d eri v e d.   As a n e w 

e m pl o y e e i n t h e distri ct a n d a n e w m e m b er of t h e c o ns orti u m, t h e s a m pl e s o ur c e w as s el e ct e d 

b e c a us e of t h eir missi o n a n d t h e v ari e d distri cts c o nt ai n e d wit hi n. B ei n g a bl e t o s o u r c e distri cts 

fr o m a v ari et y of s o ci o e c o n o mi c a n d r a ci al d e m o gr a p hi c vi e ws pr o vi d e d d e pt h t o t h e st u d y.  

 St e ps w er e t a k e n t o i ns ur e t h e a n o n y mit y of t h e r es p o n d e nts i n t h e st u d y.   Aft er 

c o ns ulti n g c o nt e nt e x p erts, it w as d et er mi n e d t h at t h e st u d y c o ul d n a m e t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m w h er e t h e d at a w o ul d b e g at h er e d. All r es p o n d e nts w er e i nf or m e d t h at t h eir 

a n o n y m it y w as of t h e gr e at est i m p ort a n c e w h e n d e v el o pi n g t h e st u d y. T h e y w er e als o i nf or m e d 

t h at w hil e t h eir a n o n y mit y w as pr ot e ct e d, it w as c o n c ei v a bl e t h at o n e c o ul d d e d u c e w hi c h 

distri cts r es p o n d e d b as e d o n s o m e of t h e d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n c oll e ct e d. Mi ni m al ris k w as 

i n v ol v e d i n t h e p arti ci p ati o n of t h e r es p o n d e nt f or t his q u a ntit ati v e st u d y.  

S e c u r e D at a M a n a g e m e nt  

 D at a g at h er e d b y m e  w as k e pt i n a s e c ur e l o c ati o n. If t h e fil es utili z e d w er e di git al, t h os e 

fil es w er e e n cr y pt e d t o pr o vi d e a d diti o n al pr ot e cti o n. U p o n c o m pl eti o n of t h e st u d y, t h e d at a w as 

d estr o y e d t o pr ot e ct t h e r es p o n d e nt’s pri v a c y. I f oll o w e d all est a blis h e d d at a m a n a g e m e nt 

pr ot o c ols est a blis h e d b y Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y B e e g hl y C oll e g e of E d u c ati o n.  

S u m m a r y  

T his c h a pt er r e vi e w e d t h e st u d y’s r es e ar c h q u esti o ns c e nt er e d o n hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ 

p er c e pti o ns of b arri ers aff e cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs e w or k. C o n d u cti n g a 

q u a ntit ati v e, d es cri pti v e r es e ar c h st u d y of N ort h e ast O hi o hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als wit hi n t h e 

C A M E R A c o ns orti u m d eli v er e d i nsi g ht as t o w hi c h b arri ers c a us e d t h e gr e at est i m p a ct i n A P 

e nr oll m e nt a n d w o ul d h el p distri cts str at e gi c all y pl a n t o miti g at e t h eir n e g ati v e eff e ct. T h e 

c h a pt er d es cri b e d t h e st u d y v ari a bl es a n d dis c uss e d t h e r es e ar c h d esi g n a p pli e d t o t h e st u d y 
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t o pi c. I als o d et ail e d t h e p arti ci p a nts, s a m pli n g fr a m e a n d s a m pli n g m et h o d. T h e i nstr u m e nt ati o n 

of t h e r es e ar c h er cr e at e d s ur v e y w as e x a mi n e d a n d e x p ert r e vi e w of t h e i nstr u m e nt w as d et ail e d. 

I t h e n dis c uss e d t h e d at a c oll e cti o n a n d d at a a n al ysis pr o c e d ur es us e d i n t h e st u d y w hil e d et aili n g 

t h e v ari a bl e c o di n g a p pli e d t o t h e d at a s et. T h e c h a pt er e n d e d wit h a r e vi e w of t h e st u d y 

li mit ati o ns, d eli mit ati o ns, ass u m pti o ns, a n d t h e r es e ar c h et hi cs us ed w hil e w or ki n g wit h h u m a n 

s u bj e cts. C h a pt er I V will pr es e nt t h e st u d y's r es ults a n d i n cl u d e a dis c ussi o n of t h e m. 
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C H A P T E R I V:  FI N DI N G S  

I nt r o d u cti o n  

            T his q u a ntit ati v e st u d y w as d esi g n e d t o ill u mi n at e t h e b arri ers f a c e d b y Bl a c k st u d e nts 

w h e n e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs e w or k b y e x a mi ni n g v ari a bl e d at a as r e p ort e d b y pri n ci p als w h o w er e 

m e m b ers of t h e Cl e v el a n d Ar e a Mi n orit y E d u c at ors R e cr uit m e nt Ass o ci ati o n ( C A M E R A) 

c o ns orti u m. T h er e ar e 2 0 s c h o ol distri cts i n N ort h e ast O hi o w h o affili at e wit h t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m. C A M E R A’s m ai n o bj e cti v e is t o f o c us o n t h e r e cr uit m e nt a n d r et e nti o n of mi n orit y 

e d u c at or c a n di d at es, a n d t h e y ai m t o i n cr e as e t h e n u m b er of mi n orit y e d u c at ors t hr o u g h 

n et w or ki n g o p p ort u niti es, hiri n g, a n d s u p p orti n g mi n orit y e d u c at ors, pr o m oti n g m ulti c ult ur al a n d 

m ultir a ci al r el ati o ns, a n d s u p p orti n g t h e F ut ur e E d u c at ors of A m eri c a Cl u b. T hr o u g h a 

q u a ntit ati v e s ur v e y m et h o d ol o g y, t h e st u d y e x pl or e d t h e r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n f a ct ors s u c h as 

p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n, t e a c h er a n d s c h o ol c o u ns el or e x p e ct ati o ns, Bl a c k t e a c h er e x p os ur e, 

a n d p e er i nfl u e n c e. A d diti o n al i nfl u e n c es w er e e x pl or e d  b y a n al y zi n g t h e d es cri pti v e d at a of t h e 

p arti ci p a nts t o d et er mi n e if a c orr el ati o n c o ul d b e dr a w n b et w e e n t h e d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n 

of b uil di n g a d mi nistr ati o n a n d A P e nr oll m e nt. T h e e x a mi n ati o n of t h e d at a a n d s u bs e q u e nt 

fi n di n gs w er e a n al y z e d i n r el ati o n t o t h e r es e ar c h q u esti o ns:  

1.  W h at is t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt ( A P) c o urs es i n 

hi g h s c h o ols wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m as r e p ort e d b y pri n ci p als ?   

2.  A c c or di n g t o C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e s c h o ol -r el at e d f a ct ors t h at 

li mit Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es ? 

3.  Fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e p ers o n al a n d 

f a mili al f a ct ors t h at s er v e as b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es ? 
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4.  Is t h er e a st atisti c al diff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es 

a n d t h e d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs of s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, s u c h as r a c e, y e ars of 

e x p eri e n c e, or g e n d er ?   

I, aft er r e c ei vi n g a p pr o v al fr o m t h e Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y I nt er n al R e vi e w B o ar d, 

c oll e ct e d d at a t hr o u g h a r es e ar c h er d e v el o p e d s ur v e y t o ol a n d d eli v er e d it t hr o u g h t h e 

S ur v e y M o n k e y pl atf or m. T h e st u d y’s ai m w as t o s oli cit i nf or m ati o n fr o m t h e s e c o n d a r y s c h o ol 

a d mi nistr at ors of t h e 2 0 s c h o ol distri cts wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m. A r e vi e w of r es p o ns es 

i n di c at e d t h at at l e ast o n e s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at or fr o m e a c h of t h e 2 0 distri cts r es p o n d e d 

t o t h e s ur v e y.  

T his c h a pt er i n cl u d es a n al ysis of t h e g at h er e d d at a a n d is di vi d e d i nt o f o ur s e cti o ns. T h e 

first s e cti o n d es cri b es t h e d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n of t h e r es p o n d e nt a n d t h e distri ct t h e y 

r e pr es e nt. T his d at a d o es n ot i n cl u d e s p e cifi c distri ct n a m es t o pr ot e ct t h e a n o n y mit y of t h e 

r es p o n d e nt. T h e r e m ai ni n g s e cti o ns s u m m ari z e t h e st u d y's fi n di n gs i n r el ati o n t o t h e f o ur 

r es e ar c h q u esti o ns. D at a a n al ysis of t h e s ur v e y fi n di n gs will b e us e d t o hi g hli g ht t h os e b arri ers 

w hi c h C A M E R A pri n ci p als p er c ei v e d t o h a v e t h e g r e at est i m p a ct o n t h eir st u d e nts.  

D e m o g r a p hi c C h a r a ct e risti cs  

            T h e st u d y p o p ul ati o n c o nsist e d of 1 0 9 s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors ( pri n ci p als a n d 

assist a nt pri n ci p als) fr o m t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m. T o  r e a c h a c o nfi d e n c e l e v el of 9 5 % wit h a 

± 5 % m ar gi n of err or as o utli n e d i n t h e st atisti c al m o d el d e v el o p e d b y F o wl er, t his st u d y w o ul d 

h a v e r e q uir e d 8 8 of t h e 1 0 9 a d mi nistr at ors t o r es p o n d t o t h e s ur v e y ( F o wl er , 2 0 1 4 ). T h er e w er e 

4 6 r es p o n d e nts t o t h e st u d y, w hi c h e q u at e d t o a 4 2. 2 % r es p o ns e r at e t o t h e s ur v e y. T h e d at a s et 

w as r e vi e w e d a n d s c a n n e d f or a c c ur a c y, a n d it w as i d e ntifi e d t h at t h er e w as missi n g d at a 

c o nt ai n e d wit hi n t h e r es ults. Of t h e 4 6 r es p o n d e nts, t hr e e ( 6. 5 2 %) di d n ot h a v e A P c o urs es i n 
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t h eir s c h o ol. T his e n d e d t h e d at a c oll e cti o n f or t h os e t hr e e r es p o n d e nts. Ni n e r es p o n d e nts 

( 1 9. 5 6 %) c o ns e nt e d t o p arti ci p at e i n t h e s ur v e y a n d t h e n di d n ot r es p o n d t o a n y q u esti o ns, w hi c h 

r es ult e d i n missi n g d at a. T hr e e r es p o n d e nts ( 6. 5 2 %) di d n ot pr o vi d e a n a ns w er t o t h e q u esti o n 

as ki n g h o w m a n y st u d e nts p arti ci p at e i n A P i n t h eir s c h o ol. T h es e r es p o n d e nts t h e n a ns w er e d t h e 

r e m ai ni n g q u esti o ns i n t h e s ur v e y. T h e l a c k of a r es p o ns e t o t his q u esti o n m a d e it diffi c ult t o 

d et er mi n e t h e n u m b er of Bl a c k st u d e nts  p arti ci p ati n g i n A P c o urs es i n t h eir r es p e cti v e s c h o ols, 

h o w e v er, t h eir d at a w as i n cl u d e d i n t h e o v er all a n al ysis of t h e st u d y b e c a us e t h e g o al w as t o 

e v al u at e t h e p er c e pti o ns of pri n ci p als.   

S e v er al q u esti o ns w er e p os e d t o r es p o n d e nts r e g ar di n g t h e d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n of 

t h e a d mi nistr at or a n d t h e distri ct t h e y r e pr es e nt. M al es m a d e u p 6 2. 5 % of t h e s ur v e y r es p o ns es, 

w hil e f e m al e r es p o n d e nts c o m pris e d 3 1. 2 5 % of t h e s ur v e y. S o m e r es p o n d e nts p r ef err e d n ot t o 

i d e ntif y t h eir g e n d er, w hi c h a c c o u nt e d f or 6. 2 5 % of t h e r es p o ns es wit hi n t h e g e n d er s e cti o n of 

t h e s ur v e y. R es p o n d e nts i d e ntifi e d t h eir a g e o n a s c al e of a g e r a n g es. Al m ost h alf of t h e 

r es p o n d e nts ( 4 8. 4 8 %) i d e ntifi e d as b ei n g b et w e e n t h e a ges of 3 5 -4 4. As p art of t h e d e m o gr a p hi c 

c oll e cti o n, st u d y p arti ci p a nts w er e als o as k e d a b o ut t h eir y e ars i n e d u c ati o n a n d h o w l o n g t h e y 

h a d w or k e d as a hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at or. T h es e distri b uti o ns dis pl a y e d a wi d er s pr e a d, wit h a 

hi g h of 3 6. 3 6 % p arti ci p a nts b ei n g i n e d u c ati o n f or 1 0 -1 9 y e ars a n d 3 3. 3 3 % of r es p o n d e nts 

s er vi n g 5 -1 0 y e ars as a hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at or. O n e of t h e f a ct ors e x pl or e d wit hi n t h e st u d y 

w as t h e i m p a ct of t e a c h ers of t h e s a m e r a c e. T h e fi n al p arti ci p a nt d e m o gr a p hi c q u esti o n as k e d 

p arti ci p a nts t o i d e ntif y t h e r a c e/ et h ni cit y t h at b est d es cri b e d t h e m. M ost of t h e r es p o n d e nts 

i d e ntifi e d as W hit e/ C a u c asi a n ( 6 8. 7 5 %), wit h 2 8. 1 3 % of r es p o n d e nts i d e ntif yi n g as Bl a c k or 

Afri c a n A m eri c a n. O n e r es p o n d e nt ( 3. 1 3 %) i d e ntifi e d as m ulti -r a ci al/ m ulti-et h ni c. T a bl e 7  

d et ails t h e d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n g at h er e d f or t h e st u d y.   
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T a bl e 7     

D e m o gr a p hi c C h ar a ct eristi cs of C A M E R A S e c o n d ar y S c h o ol A d mi nistr at ors  

 C h ar a ct eristi c   Fr e q u e n c y   P er c e nt  

  
G e n d er  

    
 

  

  F e m al e    1 0  
 

3 1. 2 5  
  M al e    2 0  

 
6 2. 5 0  

  Pr ef er N ot t o I d e ntif y    2  
 

6. 2 5  
  A g e R a n g e      

 
  

  2 5 -3 4    1  
 

3. 0 3  
  3 5 -4 4    1 6  

 
4 8. 4 8  

  4 5 -5 4    9  
 

2 7. 2 7  
  5 5 -6 4    6  

 
1 8. 1 8  

  6 5 +    1  
 

3. 0 3  
  Y e ars W or k e d i n E d u c ati o n      

 
  

  < 1 0    4  
 

1 2. 1 2  
  1 0 -1 9    1 2  

 
3 6. 3 6  

  2 0 -2 9    1 0  
 

3 0. 3 0  
  3 0 +    7  

 
2 1. 2 1  

  Y e ars as a H S A d mi nistr at or      
 

  
  < 5    7  

 
2 1. 2 1  

  5 -1 0    1 1  
 

3 3. 3 3  
  1 1 -1 5    7  

 
2 1. 2 1  

  1 6 -2 0    5  
 

1 5. 1 5  
  2 1 +    3  

 
9. 0 9  

  R a ci al/ Et h ni c I d e ntit y      
 

  
  Bl a c k or Afri c a n A m eri c a n    9  

 
2 8. 1 3  

  W hit e/ C a u c asi a n    2 2  
 

6 8. 7 5  
  M ultir a ci al/ M ulti et h ni c    1  

 
3. 1 3  

       

W h e n as k e d h o w t h eir distri ct w as b est d es cri b e d, 4 8. 4 8 % of pri n ci p als n ot e d t h at t h e y 

w er e fr o m a n ur b a n distri ct a n d 5 1. 5 2 % r e p ort e d b ei n g a p art of a s u b ur b a n distri ct. C A M E R A 

distri cts r e p ort e d o n a v er a g e t h at 5 2 % of t h eir st u d e nt b o d y w as W hit e, w hil e 4 0 % w as Bl a c k. 

T h e r es p o n d e nts h a d a n a v er a g e dis a d v a nt a g e d  r at e of 5 1 %. C o ns orti u m s c h o ols w er e as k e d 

w h at p er c e nt a g e of t h eir t e a c hi n g st aff i d e ntifi e d as Bl a c k/ Afri c a n A m eri c a n a n d 8 % w as t h e 

a v er a g e. T a bl e 8  d es cri b es t h e s c h o ol d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs as r e p ort e d b y C A M E R A 
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a d mi nistr at ors.  T h e C A M E R A distri cts e m pl o y e d n e arl y d o u bl e t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k t e a c hi n g 

st aff c o m p ar e d t o all of O hi o. C o m p ar e d t o t h e n ati o n al a v er a g e, C A M E R A distri cts s ur p ass e d  

t h eir m e a n at 8. 3 3 % c o m p ar e d t o 6 % n ati o n all y. T h e hi g h er p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k t e a c hi n g st aff i n 

C A M E R A distri cts c o m p ar e d t o O hi o a n d t h e n ati o n al a v er a g e w as p ossi bl y attri b ut e d t o t h e 

hi g h er p er c e nt a g e of mi n oriti z e d p o p ul ati o ns f o u n d wit hi n t h e Cl e v el a n d m etr o p olit a n ar e a.     

T a bl e 8     

D e m o gr a p hi cs of C A M E R A S e c o n d ar y S c h o ol B uil di n gs  c o m p ar e d t o O hi o a n d t h e N ati o n  

 

C h ar a ct eristi c  
C A M E R A 

M e a n  ( %) 

   O hi o    

M e a n  ( %)*  

N ati o n al 

M e a n  ( %)* *  

  Bl a c k St u d e nt E nr oll m e nt  3 9. 6 1  1 7. 1 0  1 5  

  W hit e St u d e nt E nr oll m e nt  5 1. 5 2  6 6. 9 0  4 6  

  E c o n o mi c all y Dis a d v a nt a g e d  5 0. 7 0  4 4. 9 4  4 3  

  Bl a c k T e a c hi n g St aff  8. 3 3  4. 3 0  6  

N ot e : * S o ur c e: O hi o D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, A d v a n c e d R e p orts  ( S Y 2 0 2 1-2 2).  

          * *  S o ur c e: N ati o n al C e nt er f or E d u c ati o n St atisti cs  ( 2 0 2 3).  

R es e a r c h Q u esti o n 1  

W h at is t h e p e r c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts e n r oll e d i n a d v a n c e d pl a c e m e nt c o u rs es i n hi g h 

s c h o ols wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns o rti u m as r e p o rt e d b y p ri n ci p als ?  

 R es e ar c h p oi nt e d t o a dis cr e p a n c y b et w e e n t h e n u m b er of Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o m a d e u p 

t h e st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n a n d t h os e w h o t o o k E n d of C o urs e ( E O C) e x a ms i n A P c o urs es ( K oll uri, 

2 0 1 8). G at h eri n g d at a o n r es e ar c h q u esti o n 1 all o w e d m e t o u n d erst a n d t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n of 

Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m. T h e st u d y r es ults i n di c at e d t h at 

o n a v er a g e, C A M E R A distri cts h a d 2 0 8. 9 7 st u d e nts p arti ci p ati n g i n A P c o urs e w or k. Of t h es e 

st u d e nts, 3 4. 1 2 % or 7 1. 3 0, w er e Bl a c k.  Gi v e n t h e d e m o gr a p hi c v a ri a n c e b et w e e n t h e distri cts 

https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/report-card-data-state-enrollment-by-student-demographic
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wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m, e x a mi n ati o n of t h e mi ni m u m a n d m a xi m u m p arti ci p ati o n n u m b ers 

b et w e e n A P p arti ci p a nts a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts p arti ci p ati n g i n A P w as n e e d e d t o b ett er u n d erst a n d 

t h e d at a. Pri or r es e ar c h n ot e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts c o m pris e d 1 5 % of all p u bli c -s c h o ol st u d e nts, 

y et o nl y t o o k 6. 3 % of all A P e x a ms ( Ki m, 2 0 2 1).  T a bl e 9  d et ails Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt a n d 

A P c o urs e e nr oll m e nt i n C A M E R A distri cts.  

T a bl e 9     

Bl a c k St u d e nt E nr oll m e nt & R e pr es e nt ati o n i n A P C o urs es  - C A M E R A C o ns orti u m S c h o ols  

 C A M E R A E nr oll m e nt ( %)  A P P arti ci p ati o n  

 
 W hit e ( %) 
E nr oll m e nt 
( n = 3 3) 

 Bl a c k ( %) 
E nr oll m e nt 
( n = 3 3) 

T ot al A P 
St u d e nts 
( n = 3 0) 

Bl a c k A P 
E nr oll m e nt 
( n = 3 0) 

Bl a c k A P 
E nr oll m e nt 
( %) ( n = 3 3) 

M e a n  5 1. 5 2  3 9. 6 1  2 0 8. 9 7  7 1. 3 0  3 4. 1 2  

M e di a n   5 2. 0 0  2 1. 0 0  1 4 1. 0 0  2 2. 4 1  1 9. 0 0  

Mi ni m u m  5. 0 0  2. 0 0  1 0. 0 0  0. 0 0  2. 0 0  

M a xi m u m  9 6. 0 0  9 4. 0 0  8 0 0. 0 0  1 0 0. 0 0  1 0 0. 0 0  

  

 T h e n e xt a n al ysis of Bl a c k st u d e nt r e pr es e nt ati o n i n A P c o urs es e v al u at e d Bl a c k st u d e nts 

i n A P c o urs es w h o s at f or t h e E n d of C o urs e e x a ms a n d t h os e w h o s c or e d a 3 or hi g h er o n t h e 

ass ess m e nt. D at a r e p ort e d fr o m J as c hi k ( 2 0 1 9) s h o w e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts r e pr es e nt e d 8. 8 % of 

e x a m t a k ers a n d 4. 3 % of e x a m t a k ers w h o e ar n e d a t hr e e or hi g h er o n at l e ast o n e e x a m, w h er e as 

W hit e st u d e nts r e pr es e nt e d 4 9. 5 % of e x a m t a k ers a n d 5 4 % of e x a m t a k ers w h o e ar n e d a t hr e e or 

hi g h er o n at l e ast o n e e x a m. T h e d at a r e v e al e d t h a t Bl a c k st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n a n d s c ori n g a 

t hr e e or hi g h er o n A P e n d of c o urs e e x a ms i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m o ut p a c e d t h e n ati o n al 

d at a wit h a n a v er a g e of 6 7. 2 8 % of t h e st u d e nts e nr oll e d sitti n g f or t h e e x a m. W h er e as t h e 

n ati o n al a v er a g e w as 4. 3 % f or Bl a c k st u d e nts g etti n g a 3 or hi g h er o n t h e e x a m, C A M E R A 
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st u d e nts m et t his s c or e wit h a n a v er a g e of 4 1. 8 8 % p assi n g. T a bl e 1 0  dis pl a ys t h e p er c e nt a g e of 

Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P c o urs es i n C A M E R A distri cts w h o s at f or t h e e n d of c o urs e e x a m 

a n d t h e p er c e nt a g e of t h os e st u d e nts w h o s c or e d a 3 or hi g h er.    

T a bl e 1 0    

C A M E R A C o ns orti u m Bl a c k St u d e nt A P E O C P arti ci p ati o n a n d S c or es of 3 or Hi g h er  

  
P er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k S t u d e nts W h o 

T a k e t h e E O C ( n = 3 2)  
P er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts W h o S c or e 

3 or H i g h er ( n = 3 2) 

M e a n  6 7. 2 8  4 1. 8 8  

M e di a n  8 2. 5 0  2 7. 5 0  

M o d e  1 0 0. 0 0  1 0. 0 0  

Mi ni m u m  0. 0 0  0. 0 0  

M a xi m u m  1 0 0. 0 0  1 0 0. 0 0  

 F urt h er a n al ysis of t h e Bl a c k st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n a n d s c or e att ai n m e nt o n A P E O C e x a ms 

s h o w e d t h at of t h e r es p o n d e nts, f o ur st at e d t h at t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts sitti n g f or t h e 

E O C e x a m w as b el o w t h e n ati o n al a v er a g e of 8. 8 %. T h e f o ur r es p o n d e nts a c c o u nt e d f or 1 2. 5 % 

of t h e c u m ul ati v e p er c e nt f or t h e c o ns orti u m r es p o ns es. O n e r es p o n d e nt r e p ort e d t h eir st u d e nts 

w er e b el o w  t h e n ati o n al a v er a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts s c ori n g 3 or hi g h er o n t h e A P E O C e x a m. 

T his a c c o u nt e d f or 3. 1 % of t h e c u m ul ati v e p er c e nt.   

 T h e n e xt a n al ysis s urr o u n d e d t h e q u esti o n of w h et h er C A M E R A pri n ci p als f elt t h eir 

st u d e nts w er e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P c o urs es i n t h eir s c h o ol. T h e it e m w as pr es e nt e d as a 5 -

p oi nt Li k ert S c al e r ati n g s yst e m q u esti o n w h er e 1 = Str o n gl y A gr e e, 2 = A gr e e, 3 = N eit h er A gr e e 

n or Dis a gr e e, 4 = Dis a gr e e, a n d 5 = Str o n gl y Dis a gr e e. As d es cri b e d b y Tr o c hi m  et al.  ( 2 0 1 6), t h e 

us a g e of t his s yst e m all o w e d f or r es p o n d e nts t o s h o w t h eir a gr e e m e nt of a n i d e a. R es p o n d e nts 
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( n = 3 3) r e p ort e d a m e a n of 3. 4 5 or N eit h er A gr e e n or Dis a gr e e i n r es p o ns e t o t h e q u esti o n. B ot h 

t h e m e di a n a n d m o d e f or t h e it e m s c or e d a 4. 0 0 a n d 4 or Dis a gr e e. W h e n dis a g gr e g at e d b et w e e n 

t h e r es p o ns es of ur b a n v ers us s u b ur b a n C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors, ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors ( n = 1 6) 

r e gist er e d a m e a n of 2. 4 4 or A gr e e a n d s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors ( n = 1 7) r e p ort e d a m e a n of 4. 1 8 

or Dis a gr e e. T a bl e 1 1  dis pl a ys h o w C A M E R A pri n ci p als r es p o n d e d t o t h e q u esti o n of w h et h er 

Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P c o urs es i n t h eir hi g h s c h o ols.  

T a bl e 1 1    

C A M E R A Pri n ci p al R es p o ns es t o - Bl a c k St u d e nts ar e E q u all y R e pr es e nt e d i n t h eir Hi g h S c h o ol  

 

O v er all R es p o ns es 
( n = 3 3) 

Ur b a n A d mi nistr at ors 
( n = 1 6) 

S u b ur b a n A d mi nistr at ors 
( n = 1 7) 

M e a n  3. 4 5  2. 4 4  4. 1 8  

Li k ert 
R ati n g  

N eit h er A gr e e n or 
Dis a gr e e  

A gr e e  Dis a gr e e  

C orr el ati o n al d at a w as g at h er e d fr o m  t h e r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n t h e v ari a bl es wit hi n t h e 

r e pr es e nt ati o n c at e g or y. Usi n g P e ars o n’s r all o w e d m e t o n oti c e t h e str e n gt h of t h e r el ati o ns hi p 

b et w e e n a d mi nistr ati v e p er c e pti o ns a n d a ct u al st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt. Wit hi n t his d at a s et t h er e w as 

a r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P c o urs es ( d e p e n d e nt 

v ari a bl e) a n d t h eir p arti ci p ati o n i n E n d of C o urs e ( E O C) e x a ms. I als o e x a mi n e d t h e r el ati o ns hi p 

b et w e e n t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts s c ori n g a b o v e a 3 o n t h e E O C a n d w h et h er 

Bl a c k st u d e nts w e r e r e pr es e nt e d e q u all y. T h e r es ults of t h e r e gr essi o n s h o w e d a w e a k, p ositi v e 

c orr el ati o n (. 2 6 2) b et w e e n e nr oll m e nt a n d t a ki n g t h e E O C. A m o d er at e, n e g ati v e c orr el ati o n ( -

. 3 8 2) w as f o u n d b et w e e n e nr oll m e nt a n d s c ori n g a 3 or hi g h er o n t h e E O C. T h e c orr el ati o n 

b et w e e n e nr oll m e nt a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts b ei n g e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P  s h o w e d a str o n g, 
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n e g ati v e c orr el ati o n ( -. 7 28 ). T a bl e 1 2  d et ails h o w t h e v ari a bl es c orr el at e d wit h t h e d e p e n d e nt 

v ari a bl e a n d wit h e a c h ot h er. Utili zi n g P e ars o n’s r, t h e r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n t h e v ari a bl es w er e 

s h o w n t o b e b et w e e n m o d er at e -p ositi v e, m o d er at e -n e g ati v e, a n d w e a k -p ositi v e wit h st atisti c al 

si g nifi c a n c e f o u n d i n t w o of t h e m e as ur es. T h e s m all s a m pl e si z e of t h e st u d y c o ntri b ut e d t o t h e 

l a c k of st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e r e p ort e d i n t h e a d diti o n al m e as ur es.  

T a bl e 1 2    

C orr el ati o ns of R e pr es e nt ati o n V ari a bl es  

  
Bl a c k 
S t u d e nts' 
E nr oll m e nt i n 
A P  

Bl a c k 
S t u d e nts 
W h o T a k e 
A P, E O C  

Bl a c k 
S t u d e nts 
W h o T a k e 
A P, E O C w/ 
3 +  

Bl a c k S t u d e nts 
ar e E q u all y 
R e pr es e nt e d i n 
A P  

P e ars o n 
C orr el ati o n   

Bl a c k St u d e nts' 
E nr oll m e nt in 
A P  

1. 0 0 0  . 2 6 2 -. 3 8 2*  -. 7 2 8* *  

 
Bl a c k St u d e nts 
W h o T a k e A P, 
E O C  

. 2 6 2 1. 0 0 0  . 3 1 3 -. 3 1 3 

 
Bl a c k St u d e nts 
W h o T a k e A P, 
E O C w/ 3 +  

-. 3 8 2*  . 3 1 3 1. 0 0 0  . 1 7 7 

 
Bl a c k St u d e nts 
a r e E q u all y 
R e pr es e nt e d i n 
A P  

-. 7 2 8* *  -. 3 1 3 . 1 7 7 1. 0 0 0  

 
N ot e . * = C orr el ati o n is si g nifi c a nt at t h e 0. 0 5 l e v el; * * = C orr el ati o n is si g nifi c a nt at t h e 0. 0 1 l e v el  

 Aft er p erf or mi n g a n O L S r e gr essi o n, t h e m o d el s u m m ar y w as r e vi e w e d t o e v al u at e t h e 

c orr el ati o n c o effi ci e nt or R s c or e f or t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n v ari a bl es. T hr e e m o d els w er e cr e at e d 

wit hi n t h e r e gr essi o n. E a c h m o d el w as s el e ct e d t o s h o w t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e  w h e n a n al y z e d 

v ers us t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es. T h e first m o d el m e as ur e d a si n gl e i n d e p e n d e nt 
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v ari a bl e. T h e s e c o n d m o d el pr o gr ess e d t o t w o i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es fr o m t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n 

c at e g or y. T h e t hir d m o d el a c c o u nt e d f or t h e p erf or m a n c e of t h e t hr e e i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es 

a g ai nst t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e. T h es e m o d els w er e c h os e n t o d et er mi n e t h e i m p a ct of m ulti pl e 

v ari a bl es b ei n g m e as ur e d a g ai nst t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e. B as e d o n t his pr e mis e, M o d el 2 

p erf or m e d t h e b est b e c a us e t his m o d el d e m o nstr at e d t h at t h e c o effi ci e nt st a n d ar d err or d e cr e as e d 

fr o m 1 1. 5 6 4 i n M o d el 1 t o 1 0. 7 1 7 i n M o d el 2. M o d el 3 s a w a n i n cr e as e i n st a n d ar d err or t o 

1 4. 7 1 7. T his m o d el i n cl u d e d t h e e q u al r e pr es e nt ati o n v ari a bl e, w hi c h diff er e d fr o m t h e ot h er t w o 

v ari a bl es t h at e x pl or e d E O C p arti ci p ati o n a n d p erf or m a n c e. T h e c o effi ci e nts f o u n d i n T a bl e 1 3  

d es cri b e t h e m o d els a n d t h eir sl o p e b y s h o wi n g t h e i n cr e as e i n u nst a n d ar di z e d ß. T h e 

st a n d ar di z e d ß c o nti n u e d t o s u p p ort t h at t h e str o n g est r el ati o ns hi p f o u n d i n t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n 

v ari a bl e w as wit h e nr oll m e nt a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts g etti n g a 3 or hi g h er o n t h e E O C. T h e d at a 

s h o w e d t h at  t his w as a str o n g, n e g ati v e r el ati o ns hi p wit h a -. 5 1 5 i n m o d el 2 a n d -. 3 3 0 i n m o d el 3.  

T a bl e 1 3    

C o effi ci e nts f or R e pr es e nt ati o n V ari a bl es  
       

M o d el   U nst a n d ar di z e d 
B  

C o effi ci e nt 
St d. Err or  

St a n d ar di z e d 
C o effi ci e nts B et a  

t Si g.  

1  ( C o nst a nt) 1 9. 8 9 6  1 1. 5 6 4   1. 7 2 0  . 0 9 6 
 P arti ci p ati n g i n t h e A P 

E O C *  
. 2 2 4 . 1 5 1 . 2 6 2 1. 4 8 8  . 1 4 7 

2  ( C o nst a nt) 3 0. 8 6 0  1 0. 7 1 7   2. 8 7 9  . 0 0 7 
 P arti ci p ati n g i n t h e A P 

E O C *  
 

. 3 6 1 . 1 3 9 . 4 2 3 2. 6 0 1  . 0 1 4 

 E O C w/ 3 or hi g h er *  -. 4 8 3 . 1 5 3 -. 5 1 5 -3. 1 6 4  . 0 0 4 

3  ( C o nst a nt) 8 7. 7 3 0  1 4. 7 1 7   5. 9 6 1  <. 0 0 1  
 P arti ci p ati n g i n t h e A P 

E O C *  
 

. 1 5 0 . 1 1 6 . 1 7 5 1. 2 9 4  . 2 0 6 

 E O C w/ 3 or hi g h er *  
 

-. 3 0 9 . 1 2 2 -. 3 3 0 -2. 5 2 6  . 0 1 7 

 E q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P *  -1 4. 9 1 6  3. 2 0 7  -. 6 0 7 -4. 6 5 2  <. 0 0 1  

N ot e : * = T h e v ari a bl e d at a w as e v al u at e d usi n g t h e m e a n c oll e ct e d fr o m t h e c o ns orti u m.  
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T a bl e 1 4  d et ails t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n t h e d e p e n d e nt a n d i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es i n t h e 

r e gr essi o n b y e v al u ati n g t h e R, R S q u ar e, F C h a n g e a n d Si g. F C h a n g e. R a n gi n g fr o m . 2 6 2 

( m o d er at e, p ositi v e) t o . 7 8 1 (str o n g, p ositi v e), I n ot e d h o w t h e v ari a bl es c orr el at e d wit h o n e 

a n ot h er. T his s u p p ositi o n w as s u p p ort e d b y t h e fi n di n gs wit h t h e R S q u ar e of . 6 0 9 f or m o d el 

t hr e e of t h e r e gr essi o n, w hi c h a c c o u nt e d f or all t hr e e r e pr es e nt ati o n i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es. T his 

m e a nt t h at 6 1 % of t h e  v ari a n c e w as a c c o u nt e d f or w it hi n t h e m o d el. T his o v er all m e as ur e of t h e 

str e n gt h of ass o ci ati o n di d n ot s h o w h o w t h e v ari a bl es r e a ct e d i n di vi d u all y. M o d els 2 ( p =. 0 0 4) 

a n d 3 ( p = <. 0 0 1) w er e d et er mi n e d t o b e st atisti c all y si g nifi c a nt. I n ot e d t h e l ar g e v ari a n c e f o u n d 

i n t h e F C h a n g e. W hil e all t h e v ari a bl es h a d a n i m p a ct, t h e e q u al r e pr es e nt ati o n v ari a bl e h a d t h e 

gr e at est i m p a ct o n i nfl u e n ci n g b e h a vi or wit hi n t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n v ari a bl e.   

T a bl e 1 4    

S P S S M o d el S u m m ar y of R e pr es e nt ati o n V ari a bl es  

M o d el  R  R S q u ar e  F C h a n g e  Si g. F C h a n g e  

1  . 2 6 2a . 0 6 9 2. 2 1 4  . 1 4 7 

2  . 5 5 5b . 3 0 8 1 0. 0 0 8  . 0 0 4 

3  . 7 8 1c . 6 0 9 2 1. 6 3 7  <. 0 0 1  

N ot e .  a. Pr e di ct ors: ( C o nst a nt), M e a n of Bl a c k st u d e nts p arti ci p at e i n A P E O C.  

b.  Pr e di ct ors: ( C o nst a nt), M e a n of Bl a c k st u d e nts p arti ci p at e i n A P E O C,  M e a n of  Bl a c k 

st u d e nts  t a ki n g E O C s c ori n g >/ = 3.  

c. Pr e di ct ors: ( C o nst a nt), M e a n of Bl a c k st u d e nts p arti ci p at e i n A P E O C,  M e a n of  Bl a c k 

st u d e nts t a ki n g  E O C s c ori n g >/ = 3, M e a n of Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d.  

d. D e p e n d e nt V ari a bl e: M e a n of Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P.   
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T h e d at a r ei nf or c e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m p arti ci p at e d i n A P 

c o urs es at a hi g h er p er c e nt a g e t h a n t h e n ati o n al a v er a g e. Bl a c k C A M E R A st u d e nts als o 

p erf or m e d b ett er t h a n t h e n ati o n al a v er a g e o n t h e A P E O C e x a ms. Gi v e n t h e si mil arit y i n  t h e 

r es p o ns e si z es b et w e e n ur b a n a n d s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors, t h e d at a s u p p ort e d t h at a d mi nistr at ors 

h a d diff er e nt p er c e pti o ns as t o w h et h er Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n t h eir hi g h 

s c h o ols wit h ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors e x pr essi n g a gr e e m e nt wit h t h e st at e m e nt a n d s u b ur b a n 

pri n ci p als dis a gr e ei n g. T h e r e gr essi o n a n al ysis als o s h o w e d t h at t h er e w as a st atisti c all y 

si g nifi c a nt r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n v ari a bl es a n d Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P 

wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m. A Br e us c h -P a g a n t est w as r u n o n t h e d at a t o d et er mi n e if 

h et er os k e d asti cit y w as f o u n d wit hi n t h e v ari a bl es. T h e C hi -S q u ar e r es ult of 1 3. 8 4 9 wit h a p -

v al u e = <. 0 0 1 i n di c at e d t h er e w as a si g nifi c a nt a m o u nt of h et er os k e d asti cit y f o u n d wit hi n t h e 

m o d el. T his i n di c at e d t h at  a n O L S a n al ysis w as p ot e nti all y n ot o pti m al b e c a us e of t h e l ar g e 

v ari a n c e f o u n d a n d t his m a y h a v e dist ort e d t h e m e a ni n g f o u n d wit hi n t h e v ari a bl es.  T h e 

r e gr essi o n t est di d hi g hli g ht t h e c orr el ati o n b et w e e n Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P a n d Bl a c k 

st u d e nts b ei n g e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n t h eir r es p e cti v e s c h o ols. T his, c o u pl e d wit h t h e d at a 

s u p p orti n g t h at C A M E R A Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll i n A P at hi g h er r at es a n d p erf or m b ett er o n t h e 

E O C e x a ms, f urt h er s u p p ort e d t h e r el ati o ns hi p dis c o v er e d i n t h e st u d y.    

S c att er pl ot d at a f or t h e t hr e e f a ct ors e x pl or e d wit hi n t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n v ari a bl e ar e 

dis pl a y e d i n Fi g ur es 1 -3 . T h e first t w o fi g ur es dis pl a y o utli er i nfl u e n c es o n t h e d at a s et, w hil e 

Fi g ur e 3 s h o ws a ti g ht er cl ust er of r es ults m a ki n g it e asi er t o r ei nf or c e t h e str o n g, n e g ati v e 

r el ati o ns hi p f o u n d wit h t his s ur v e y it e m. 
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Fi g u r e 1     

P arti al R e gr essi o n Pl ot  
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Fi g u r e 2     

P arti al R e gr essi o n Pl ot  
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Fi g u r e 3     

P arti al R e gr essi o n Pl ot  

 

 R es e a r c h Q u esti o n 2  

A c c o r di n g t o C A M E R A c o ns o rti u m p ri n ci p als, w h at a r e t h e s c h o ol -r el at e d f a ct o rs t h at 

li mit Bl a c k st u d e nts f r o m e n r olli n g i n A P C o u rs es ?   

 T h e fi n di n gs r e v e al e d t h at C A M E R A pri n ci p als b eli e v e d t h eir c ertifi c at e d st aff, t e a c h ers, 

a n d c o u ns el ors h a d t h e l ar g est i m p a ct i n li miti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es. 

M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) cit e d h o w l o w t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns w er e li n k e d t o t h e u n d err e pr es e nt ati o n of 

mi n orit y st u d e nts i n gift e d pr o gr a m mi n g. A n d ers o n ( 2 0 2 0) s u p p ort e d t his vi e w p oi nt citi n g 

t e a c h er bi as i n t h e n o mi n ati o n of gift e d Bl a c k girls f or a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. V el a et al. ( 2 0 2 0) 

e x a mi n e d t e a c h er s u p p ort i n A P a n d n o n -A P c o urs es a n d f o u n d t h at diff er e n c es w er e n ot e d b y 

t h e st u d e nts, n a m el y t h at t e a c h ers h a d l o w e x p e ct ati o ns, l ess m e nt ori n g, a n d l ess c oll e g e 

o p p ort u niti es f or n o n -A P st u d e nts.  T hr o u g h f a ct or a n al ysis, I c orr o b or at e d t h e est a blis h e d 
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r es e ar c h b y dis c o v eri n g str o n g l o a di n g f a ct ors wit h all it e ms r el at e d t o t e a c h ers a n d s c h o ol 

c o u ns el ors. A m o n g t h e f a ct ors e x pl or e d w er e t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns f or Bl a c ks st u d e nts, t h e l a c k 

of t e a c h ers fr o m t h e s a m e r a ci al b a c k gr o u n d, w h et h er Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e m or e li k el y t o n ot h a v e 

m et t h e c o urs e r e q uir e m e nts t o t a k e A P, a n d s c h o ol c o u ns el ors b ei n g l ess li k el y t o e n c o ur a g e 

Bl a c k st u d e nts t o t a k e A P. I n a d diti o n t o t h e f a ct or a n al ysis, a n O L S r e gr essi o n w as als o 

c o n d u ct e d.  

T h e r es ults of t h e f a ct or a n al ysis i n di c at e d l ar g e p ositi v e l o a di n gs o n c o m p o n e nt 1 f or t h e 

f oll o wi n g v ari a bl es: W h e n c o m p ar e d t o W hit e st u d e nts, t e a c h ers h a v e l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns f or 

Bl a c k st u d e nts (. 8 3 9); T h e l a c k of t e a c h ers fr o m t h e s a m e r a ci al b a c k gr o u n d n e g ati v el y i m p a cts 

Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es (. 6 0 3); a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e l ess li k el y t o b e 

e n c o ur a g e d t o e nr oll i n A P c o urs es b y s c h o ol c o u ns el or t h a n t h eir W hit e p e ers (. 8 7 1). T his 

i n di c at e d t h at C o m p o n e nt 1, wit h a n ei g e n v al u e of 1. 8 5 4, cr e at e d a l at e nt v ari a bl e s urr o u n di n g 

c ertifi e d st aff a n d t h eir i m p a ct o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. C o m p o n e nt 2 h a d a n 

ei g e n v al u e of 1. 0 2 5, cr e ati n g a c urri c ul u m -b as e d l at e nt v ari a bl e. T his dis pl a y e d a p ositi v e 

l o a di n g wit h Bl a c k st u d e nts m or e li k el y t o n ot m e et c o urs e r e q uir e m e nts f or e nr oll m e nt i n A P 

c o urs es t h a n t h eir W hit e p e ers (. 9 5 1). T h e r es ults i n di c at e d t h at t h e gr o u p dis a gr e e d wit h t h e 

t h o u g ht as pr es e nt e d. E v al u ati n g t h e f a ct or l o a ds i n di c at e d t h at v ari a bl es i n v ol vi n g c ertifi c at e d 

staff wit hi n t h e b uil di n g h a d a hi g h c orr el ati o n wit h o n e a n ot h er. T h e r es ults u p h el d t h e fi n di n gs 

t h at t h er e w as a r a ci al g a p f o u n d i n C A M E R A s c h o ols. H o c hs c hil d ( 1 9 8 4) b eli e v e d t h at r a cis m 

w as w o v e n i n t h e f a bri c of A m eri c a n s o ci et y. Ki m ( 2 0 2 1) n ot e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e u n d er - 

e nr oll e d i n A P b y as m u c h as 5 0 p er c e nt a g e p oi nts. W hit a k er ( 2 0 1 9) b eli e v e d t h at t h e t e a c h er’s 

p er c e pti o n of t h e st u d e nt cr e at e d a n arr ati v e of w h at a n ur b a n st u d e nt l o o k e d li k e a n d h o w t h e y 

c o ul d p erf or m i n cl ass. T his c at e g ori z ati o n m a y l e a d t o st u d e nts b ei n g m ar gi n ali z e d i n t h eir 
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cl assr o o ms. T h e f a ct or l o a di n g i n T a bl e 1 5  s h o ws h o w str o n g t h e c orr el ati o n b et w e e n s c h o ol 

r el at e d v ari a bl es i n v ol vi n g st aff is.  

T a bl e 1 5    

F a ct or A n al ysis of S c h o ol V ari a bl es  

 
C o m p o n e nt 
1 - C ertifi e d 
St aff  

C o m p o n e nt 2 - 
C urri c ul u m -
B as e d  

W h e n c o m p ar e d t o W hit e st u d e nts, t e a c h ers h a v e l o w er 
e x p e ct ati o ns f or Bl a c k st u d e nts.   

. 8 3 9 . 2 1 6 

T h e l a c k of t e a c h ers fr o m t h e s a m e r a ci al b a c k gr o u n d 
n e g ati v el y i m p a cts Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P 
c o urs es.  

. 6 0 3 -. 3 8 8 

Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e m or e li k el y t o n ot m e et c o urs e r e q uir e m e nts 
f or e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es t h a n t h eir W hit e p e ers. 

. 1 0 9 . 9 1 5 

As a w h ol e, Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e l ess li k el y t o b e e n c o ur a g e d t o 
e nr oll i n A P c o urs es t h a n t h eir W hit e p e ers.  

. 8 7 1 . 0 8 0 

 
 
 Aft er t h e f a ct or a n al ysis w as c o m pl et e d, t h e d at a w as r e d u c e d t o t h e t w o l at e nt v ari a bl es - 

c ertifi e d st aff a n d c urri c ul u m -b as e d, a n d s u bs e q u e ntl y a n O L S r e gr essi o n w as p erf or m e d t o 

d et er mi n e t h e g o o d n ess of fit of t h e d at a. T his w as us e d t o d et er mi n e if e n r oll m e nt w o ul d 

i n cr e as e or d e cr e as e d e p e n di n g o n t h e t w o v ari a bl es. T h e r e gr essi o n w as p erf or m e d wit h b ot h 

v ari a bl es gr o u p e d t o g et h er. Utili zi n g P e ars o n’s r, I w as a bl e t o o bs er v e t h at n eit h er v ari a bl e 

r el ati o ns hi p h a d a m e a ni n gf ul c orr el ati o n al r el ati o ns hi p. N eit h er v ari a bl e a c hi e v e d a s c or e hi g h 

e n o u g h t o dis pl a y e v e n a w e a k c orr el ati o n al r el ati o ns hi p as s h o w n i n T a bl e 1 6 . T h e v ari a bl es 

als o l a c k e d st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e wit h c ertifi e d st aff d e m o nstr ati n g t h e l o w est st atisti c al 

si g nifi c a n c e s c or e of . 3 9 8.  
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C orr el ati o ns of S c h o ol V ari a bl es wit h St atisti c al Si g nifi c a n c e  

P e ars o n 
C orr el ati o n  

 
Bl a c k St u d e nts' 
E nr oll m e nt i n 
A P ( n = 3 3)  

C ertifi e d St aff  
 
( n = 3 3) _ 

C urri c ul u m -B as e d  
 
( n = 3 3) 

 Bl a c k St u d e nts' 
E nr oll m e nt i n A P  

1. 0 0 0  . 0 4 7 . 0 1 3 

 C ertifi e d St aff  . 0 4 7 1. 0 0 0  -. 0 2 2 

 C urri c ul u m -B as e d  . 0 1 3 -. 0 2 2 1. 0 0 0  

Si g.  
( 1-t ail e d) 

Bl a c k St u d e nts' 
E nr oll m e nt i n A P  

. . 3 9 8 . 4 7 2 

 C ertifi e d St aff  . 3 9 8 . . 4 5 3 

 C urri c ul u m -B as e d  . 4 7 2 . 4 5 3 . 

 
T h e l a c k of c orr el ati o n al str e n gt h w as u n e x p e ct e d b y m e , w h o a nti ci p at e d a str o n g er 

c orr el ati o n of t h e v ari a bl es b as e d o n t h e r es ults of t h e f a ct or a n al ysis, w hi c h dis pl a y e d str o n g 

r es ults wit h t h os e v ari a bl es i n v ol vi n g c ertifi c at e d st aff. A r e vi e w of t h e m o d el s u m m ar y a n d 

A N O V A, as s h o w n i n T a bl e 1 7 , f urt h er s u p p ort e d t h e l a c k of str o n g r el ati o ns hi ps wit hi n t h e 

s c h o ol v ari a bl e. T h e fi n di n gs of t h e r e gr essi o n r es ult e d i n a n R s c or e of . 0 4 9 a n d a n R S q u ar e 

s c or e of . 0 0 2. A d diti o n all y, t h e m o d el s u m m ar y s h o w e d a n a dj ust e d R -S q u ar e of -. 0 6 4. T h e 

n e g ati v e R -S q u ar e i n di c at e d t h at t h e m o d el w as n ot a g o o d fit. T h e m o d el s u m m ar y als o r e v e al e d 

a l ar g e st a n d ar d err or of t h e esti m at e at 3 3. 0 5 8. T h e A N O V A w as t h e n r e vi e w e d wit h s p e cifi c 

e v al u ati o n of t h e F st atisti c, w hi c h w as . 0 3 6 a n d h a d a si g nifi c a n c e s c or e of . 9 6 5. T h e l o w F 

st atisti c i n di c at e d t h at t h e c ertifi e d st aff a n d c urri c ul u m -b as e d v ari a bl es d o n ot h a v e a si g nifi c a nt 

eff e ct o n t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e. T his, c o m bi n e d wit h a p -v al u e of . 9 6 5, i n di c at e d t h e l a c k of 

st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e f o u n d i n t h e m o d el.  
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T a bl e 1 7    

M o d el S u m m ar y a n d A N O V A of S c h o ol V ari a bl es  

M o d el S u m m ar y  St atisti c  V al u e  

 R  . 0 4 9 

 R S q u ar e  . 0 0 2 

 A dj ust e d R S q u ar e  -. 0 6 4 

 St d. Err or of t h e Esti m at e  3 3. 0 5 8  

A N O V A  F St atisti c  . 0 3 6 

 Si g nifi c a n c e  . 9 6 5 

N e xt, t h e c o effi ci e nts of t h e v ari a bl es w er e e x pl or e d. T his r e v e al e d t h e c ertifi e d st aff 

v ari a bl e h a d a n u nst a n d ar di z e d B of 1. 5 0 6 a n d t h e c urri c ul u m -b as e d v ari a bl e h a d a . 4 3 9. B ot h 

v ari a bl es p oss ess e d l o w t -s c or es a n d l a c k e d st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e as s h o w n i n T a bl e 1 8 . T h es e 

r es ults i n di c at e d t h at b ot h t h e c ertifi e d st aff a n d c urri c ul u m-b as e d v ari a bl es w er e n ot st atisti c all y 

si g nifi c a nt i n pr e di cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es.  

T a bl e 1 8    

C o effi ci e nts f or t h e C ertifi e d St aff a n d C urri c ul u m -B as e d V ari a bl es  

 
 

U n st a n d ar di z e d B  

 

t 

 

Si g.  

( C o nst a nt) 3 4. 1 6 8  5. 9 3 4  <. 0 0 1  

C ertifi e d St aff  1. 5 0 6  . 2 5 9 . 7 9 7 

C urri c ul u m -B as e d  . 4 3 9 . 0 7 5 . 9 4 0 
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T h e fi n di n gs of t h e st u d y s h o w e d t h at wit hi n t h e s c h o ol v ari a bl e, it e ms i n v ol vi n g 

c ertifi c at e d st aff h a d t h e str o n g est p erf or m a n c e i n t h e f a ct or a n al ysis e v e n t h o u g h t his t est l a c k e d 

st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e. Gi v e n t h e s m all s a m pl e si z e, t h e l a c k of st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e f o u n d 

wit hi n t h e A N O V A a n d t h e c o effi ci e nts w as e x p e c t e d. T his d o es n ot n e g at e t h e i m p ort a n c e of 

t h e t e a c h er a n d s c h o ol c o u ns el or as i nfl u e n c es o n st u d e nt s u c c ess. T h e r es e ar c h s urr o u n di n g t h e 

i m p a ct of t e a c h ers is pl e ntif ul. T h e r es ults of t his st u d y s u p p ort e d t h e i m p a ct e d u c at ors c a n h a v e 

o n Bl a c k st u d e nts  e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m.     

R es e a r c h Q u esti o n 3  

F r o m t h e p e rs p e cti v e of C A M E R A c o ns o rti u m p ri n ci p als, w h at a r e t h e p e rs o n al a n d 

f a mili al f a ct o rs t h at s e r v e as b a r ri e rs t o Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e n r oll m e nt i n A P c o u rs es ?  

 T h e fi n di n gs of t his st u d y r e v e al e d t h e p er c e pti o ns C A M E R A s e c o n d ar y pri n ci p als h el d 

r e g ar di n g t h e p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors i m p a cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es. I n 

e x a mi ni n g t h e p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors, I utili z e d 5 -p oi nt Li k ert s c al e q u esti o ns t h at 

e v al u at e d st u d e nt p o v ert y, p ar e nt e d u c ati o n l e v els, n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es, a n d t h e “ a cti n g 

W hit e ” l a b el as r e as o ns w h y Bl a c k st u d e nts d o n ot e nr oll i n A P c o urs es.  

P o v e rt y  

T h e st u d y fi n di n gs r e v e al e d t h at C A M E R A pri n ci p als p er c ei v e d p o v ert y t o b e a li miti n g 

f a ct or i n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt. W h e n as k e d if Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y ar e l ess li k el y 

t o e nr oll i n A P i n t h eir distri ct, t h e pri n ci p als o v er w h el mi n gl y a gr e e d wit h 3 3. 3 % str o n gl y 

a gr e ei n g a n d 3 9. 4 % a gr e ei n g wit h t h e st at e m e nt. T his a c c o u nt e d f or 7 2. 7 % of r es p o n d e nt 

a ns w ers. O nl y 6. 1 % or t w o r es p o n d e nts dis a gr e e d wit h t h e st at e m e nt. T h e m e a n f or t h e q u esti o n 

w as 2. 0 0 or A gr e e. T his it e m h a d t h e l o w est m e a n a v er a g e of a n y Li k ert it e m wit hi n t h e s ur v e y.  



1 1 3  
 

As t h e mi n orit y st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n gr o ws i n t h e f ut ur e, hi g h -q u alit y e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns 

m ust b e m a d e a v ail a bl e a n d a c c essi bl e t o st u d e nts, r e g ar dl ess of s o ci o e c o n o mi c cir c u mst a n c e. 

T h e r es e ar c h s u p p ort e d t h at p o v ert y w as a li miti n g f a ct or f or Bl a c k st u d e n ts a n d A P a c c ess s u c h 

as w h e n J e ns e n ( 2 0 0 9) n ot e d st u d e nts r ais e d i n p o v ert y f a c e d iss u es wit h br ai n d e v el o p m e nt d u e 

t o t h e str ess e xtr e m e p o v ert y e n vir o n m e nts cr e at e. St u d e nts fr o m t h es e e n vir o n m e nts t e n d t o 

e x hi bit di mi nis h e d att e nti o n s p a n, l o w er t est s c or es, a n d a dr asti c i n cr e as e i n a bs e nt e eis m. I n 

a d diti o n, st u d e nts i n s c h o ols wit h pr e v al e nt p o v ert y e x hi bit e d hi g h er r at es of 

s us p e nsi o n/ e x p ulsi o n, m or e a cts of s c h o ol vi ol e n c e, a n d hi g h er tr u a n c y r at es ( R ust, 2 0 1 9). T h es e 

c h all e n g es j e o p ar di z e d l e ar ni n g  f or t h os e li vi n g i n p o v ert y a n d t h eir n o n-p o v ert y p e ers, w h o m a y 

h a v e h a d t h e e d u c ati o n al e n vir o n m e nt a d a pt e d t o m e et t h e n e e ds pr es e nt i n t h e cl assr o o m.  

T h e s e c o n d s ur v e y it e m e x pl ori n g p o v ert y as a n i n hi bit or of Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n 

A P c o urs es i n v ol v e d t h e e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns a v ail a bl e t o Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y. Q u er y 

of t h e C A M E R A s e c o n d ar y pri n ci p als r e v e al e d t h at a d mi nistr at ors o n a v er a g e a gr e e d t h at Bl a c k 

st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y h a d f e w er e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u niti es wit h a m e a n s c or e of 2. 7 9 or 

A gr e e. W h e n e v al u ati n g t h e fr e q u e n ci es of t h e r es p o ns es, t h e d at a  s h o w e d t h at 1 4. 7 % of 

r es p o n d e nts str o n gl y a gr e e d a n d 4 1. 2 % a gr e e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y h a d f e w er 

e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns a v ail a bl e t o t h e m. T h e r es e ar c h s u p p ort e d t h e i d e a t h at st u d e nts li vi n g i n 

p o v ert y h a d f e w er e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns. K oll uri ( 2 0 1 8) n ot e d t h at d e e p i n e q uiti es i n e d u c ati o n al 

att ai n m e nt b y r a c e a n d s o ci al cl ass r e m ai n, a n d m u c h w or k i n A P a n d b e y o n d h as f o c us e d o n 

t h es e g a ps i n a c a d e mi c o p p ort u nit y.   

T a bl e 1 9  d et ails t h e d es cri pti v e st atisti cs of t h e t w o st u d y q u esti o ns f o c us e d o n p o v ert y as 

a li miti n g f a ct or f or Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr olli n g i n A P. T h e t a bl e d e m o nstr at es t h at C A M E R A 

a d mi nistr at ors a gr e e d t o t h e i d e a of p o v ert y b ei n g a li miti n g f a ct or f or t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts. 
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W h e n r es p o n di n g t o w h et h er Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y ar e l ess li k el y t o e nr oll i n A P, 2 4 

of t h e 3 3 r es p o n d e nts s el e ct e d t h at t h e y str o n gl y a gr e e ( n = 1 1) or a gr e e ( n = 1 3), w hi c h a c c o u nt e d 

f or 7 2. 7 % p er c e nt of t h e r es p o ns es. O nl y t w o r es p o n d e nts dis a gr ee d wit h t his st at e m e nt, 

i n di c ati n g t h e a d mi nistr at or’s p er c e pti o ns of p o v ert y h a d c o nsi d er a bl e i nfl u e n c e i n Bl a c k st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt. T h e n e xt it e m e x pl or e d w h et h er Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y h a d f e w er 

e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns. T his st at e m e nt r es ult e d i n fi v e a d mi nistr at ors ( 1 4. 7 %) str o n gl y a gr e ei n g a n d 

1 4 a gr e ei n g ( 4 1. 2 %). T his m e a nt t h at o v er h alf of t h e r es p o n d e nts r es p o n d e d t h at t h eir Bl a c k 

st u d e nts fr o m p o v ert y h a d f e w er e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns. T his it e m h a d m or e r es p o n d e nts dis a gr e e 

or str o n gl y dis a gr e e , wit h s e v e n dis a gr e ei n g ( 2 0. 6 %) a n d fi v e str o n gl y dis a gr e ei n g ( 1 4. 7 %). 

C u m ul ati v el y t h e it e ms a c k n o wl e d g e d p o v ert y as a li miti n g f a ct or, b ut t h e C A M E R A 

a d mi nistr at ors h el d str o n g er f e eli n gs i n r el ati o n t o t h e e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns a v ail a bl e t o st u d e nts 

wit h  f e w er p e o pl e- t hr e e, s el e cti n g t h e N eit h er A gr e e, N or Dis a gr e e o pti o n i n t h e s ur v e y.   
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T a bl e 1 9    

P o v ert y as a Li miti n g F a ct or f or Bl a c k St u d e nt A P E nr oll m e nt  

  
Bl a c k St u d e nts Li vi n g in P o v ert y 
a r e L ess Li k el y to E nr oll in A P 
C o urs e w or k in M y Distri ct ( n = 3 3)  

 
Bl a c k St u d e nts Li vi n g in P o v ert y 
H a v e F e w er E d u c ati o n al O pti o ns, 
I n cl u di n g A P C o urs es, A v ail a bl e to 
T h e m ( n = 3 4)  

 

M e a n  
 

2. 0 0  
 

2. 7 9  
 

M e di a n  
 

2. 0 0  
 

2. 0 0  
 

M o d e  
 

2  
 

2  
 

Str o n gl y 
A gr e e  

 1 1 ( 3 3. 3 %)   5 ( 1 4. 7 %)  

A gr e e   1 3 ( 3 9. 4 %)   1 4 ( 4 1. 2 %)   

N eit h er 
A gr e e, N or 
Dis a gr e e  

 7 ( 2 1. 2 %)   3 ( 8. 8 %)   

Dis a gr e e   2 ( 6. 1 %   7 ( 2 0. 6 %)   

Str o n gl y 
A gr e e  

 0 ( 0 %)   5 ( 1 4. 7 %)   

 
P a r e nt E d u c ati o n L e v el  

W h e n C A M E R A pri n ci p als w er e q u esti o n e d as t o w h et h er p ar e nts wit h l o w f or m al 

e d u c ati o n al l e v els r ei nf or c e d l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns of t h eir c hil dr e n, cr e ati n g a n e xt er n al b arri er f or 

A P e nr oll m e nt, t h e a d mi nistr at ors dis pl a y e d a m e a n of 2. 6 2, w hi c h f ell i n t h e A gr e e c at e g or y of 

t h e st at e m e nt. T h e m e di a n a n d m o d e w er e b ot h 2. 0 0 a n d 2 r ei nf or ci n g t h e d at a f o u n d i n t h e 

m e a n. T h e r e p ort e d r es ults fr o m t h e C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors s u p p ort e d t h e r es e ar c h t h at p ar e nts 

wit h l o w e d u c ati o n al l e v els c a n cr e at e a n e xt er n al b ar ri er k e e pi n g t h eir st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n 

A P c o urs e w or k.      
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Pr e vi o us r es e ar c h i n di c at e d t h at st u d e nts w h o h a d p ar e nts fi nis h hi g h s c h o ol c o m pl et e d at 

l e ast o n e A P c o urs e at al m ost h alf t h e r at e of t h os e w h o h a d p ar e nts wit h a c oll e g e d e gr e e 

( K oll uri, 2 0 20 ). N o wi c ki & t h e U.S . G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e ( 2 0 1 8) st at e d t h at first -

g e n er ati o n hi g h s c h o ol gr a d u at es t y pi c all y h a v e a s e ns e of a c c o m plis h m e nt f or c o m pl eti n g hi g h 

s c h o ol w h e n t h e p ar e nt di d n ot. B e c a us e of t his, t h er e w as littl e e x p e ct ati o n i n p urs ui n g a m or e 

a d v a n c e d c o urs e l o a d i n cl u di n g A P c o urs es. S h a u n ess y -D e dri c k et al. ( 2 01 4) n ot e d t h at m a n y 

p ar e nts l a c k e d t h e u n d erst a n di n g of w h at t h e pr o gr a m e x p e ct ati o ns f or A P w er e. T his r a n g e d 

fr o m t h e ti m e c o m mit m e nt r e q uir e d, t h e i nt e nsit y of A P pr o gr a m mi n g, a n d t h e i m p a ct t his c o ul d 

h a v e o n t h eir c hil d’s s o ci al -e m oti o n al w ell -b ei n g. A  l a c k of cl e ar u n d erst a n di n g m a y l e a d t o 

p ar e nt al a p at h y w h e n it c o m es t o c o urs e s c h e d uli n g f or t h os e w h o d o n ot k n o w h o w t o a c c ess t h e 

s yst e m.  

N e g ati v e P e e r I nfl u e n c es  

C A M E R A s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors r e p ort e d a m e a n of 2. 7 6 or A gr e e t o t h e 

q u esti o n of w h et h er n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es ar e m or e li k el y t o k e e p Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m 

e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es t h a n W hit e st u d e nts. Of n ot e i n t h es e fi n di n gs is t h at t h e m e di a n a n d 

m o d e f or t his q u esti o n w er e 3. 0 0 a n d 3 r es p e cti v el y, i n di c ati n g t h at t h e l ar g est p er c e nt a g e of 

r es p o n d e nts N eit h er A gr e e N or Dis a gr e e wit h t h e i d e a t h at n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es i m p a ct e d 

Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt m or e t h a n W hit e st u d e nts. Fi g ur e 4 s h o ws t h e e v e n distri b uti o n 

b et w e e n A gr e e, N eit h er A gr e e N or Dis a gr e e, a n d Dis a gr e e, i n di c ati n g a m e as ur e of a m bi v al e n c e 

t o w ar d t his v ari a bl e w h e n c o m p ar e d t o t h e a d mi nistr at ors' str o n g er t h o u g hts o n p o v ert y.  

St u di es i d e ntifi e d t h e “r a ci al o p p ort u nit y c ost ” t h at hi g h p erf or mi n g Bl a c k hi g h s c h o ol 

st u d e nts c o nsi d er e d w h e n e nr olli n g i n A P cl ass es, w hi c h c a us e d f e eli n gs of ali e n ati o n b y ot h er 

Bl a c k st u d e nts b e c a us e t h e y p urs u e d A P cl ass es ( C h a m b ers & H u g gi ns, 2 0 1 4) . K oll uri ( 2 0 20 ) 
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s h ar e d i n his st u d y t h at mi n orit y st u d e nts, es p e ci all y m al es, str u g gl e d t o m o v e p ast t h e s o ci al 

r a mifi c ati o ns of t a ki n g a d v a n c e d c o urs es a n d d oi n g w ell. P et ers o n -L e wis & Br att o n ( 2 0 0 4) 

c o u nt er e d t his b y e x p osi n g t h at t h e W hit e l a b el “ n er d ” is pl a c e d i n a s o ci al c o nt e xt. T h e Bl a c k 

l a b el of “ a cti n g W hit e ” c o n n e ct e d t o r a c e, w hi c h e m p h asi z e d it m or e. T his c o n n e cti o n c a us e d a 

r a ci al i d e ntit y iss u e f or hi g h a c hi e vi n g Bl a c ks. Di d t h e y c o nti n u e t h eir a c a d e mi c p urs uits at t h e 

ris k of s e v eri n g t h eir ti es t o t h e Bl a ck c o m m u nit y ?  

Fi g u r e 4     

Fr e q u e n c y C o m p aris o n B et w e e n P o v ert y & N e g ati v e P e er I nfl u e n c e  

 

“ A cti n g W hit e ”  

C A M E R A pri n ci p als w er e as k e d if f e ari n g b ei n g l a b el e d as “ a cti n g W hit e ” w o ul d c a us e 

Bl a c k st u d e nts t o r efr ai n fr o m t a ki n g A P c o urs e w or k t o r e m ai n ti e d t o t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y.  T h e 

st u d y r e v e al e d t h at C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors a gr e e d wit h t h e st at e m e nt wit h a m e a n of 2. 9 1. T h e 

m e di a n f or t his q u esti o n w as 3. 0 0 a n d t h e m o d e w as 2. T his i n di c at e d t h at t h e p er c e pti o ns of t h e 

pri n ci p als t o w ar d t his q u esti o n v ari e d m or e t h a n t h e y di d wit h t h e n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c e 

q u esti o n. F o urt e e n r es p o n d e nts s el e ct e d t h at t h e y a g r e e d wit h b ei n g l a b el e d as “ a cti n g W hit e ” as 
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a li miti n g f a ct or f or Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr olli n g i n A P. T his a c c o u nt e d f or 4 1. 2 % of t h e r es p o ns es. 

S e v e n r es p o n d e nts r es p o n d e d e q u all y t o N eit h er A gr e e N or Dis a gr e e ( 2 0. 6 %) a n d Dis a gr e e 

( 2 0. 6 %). F o ur r es p o n d e nts ( 1 1. 8 %) str o n gl y dis a gr e e d wit h t his st at e m e nt, d o u bli n g t h os e w h o 

str o n gl y a gr e e d ( 5. 9 %).     

T h e i m pli c ati o ns of t his q u esti o n ar e li n k e d dir e ctl y t o t h e t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or k a n d h o w 

S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e or y i m p a ct e d t h e a cti o ns of p e o pl e. T at u m ( 2 0 1 7) n ot e d t h at b y i n c ul c ati n g 

Bl a c k y o ut h wit h p ositi v e c ult ur al i m a g es, t h e i m p a ct of t h e l a b els “ a c ti n g W hit e ” a n d “ a cti n g 

Bl a c k ” c a n b e miti g at e d. Bl a c k st u d e nts wit h o ut t h e w orr y of t h es e r a c e -b as e d l a b els w o ul d n o 

l o n g er h a v e t o s a crifi c e t h eir c ult ur al i d e ntit y wit hi n t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y t o p urs u e a c a d e mi c 

a c hi e v e m e nt.  

Aft er r e vi e wi n g t h e d at a, a f a ct or a n al ysis of t h e p ers o n al f a ct ors w as c o m pl et e d t o s e e 

h o w w ell t h e i n d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl es c orr el at e d t o e a c h ot h er. Li k e t h e f a ct or a n al ysis  c o m pl et e d 

wit h s c h o ol f a ct ors, a r ot at e d c o m p o n e nt m atri x w as att e m pt e d. U p o n c o m pl eti n g t h e a n al ysis, 

o nl y o n e c o m p o n e nt h a d a n ei g e n v al u e a b o v e 1. 0 0 wit h t h e c o m p o n e nt l o a di n g at 2. 3 8, w hi c h 

r es ult e d i n t h e f a ct or a n al ysis b ei n g u n a bl e t o b e r ot at e d a n d t h e cr e ati o n of t h e “ P ers o n al ” l at e nt 

v ari a bl e. T h e c o m p o n e nt m atri x f o u n d i n T a b l e 2 0  s h o ws t h at e a c h of t h e v ari a bl es r el ati n g t o 

p ers o n al f a ct ors all h a d str o n g r el ati o ns hi ps wit h s c or es r a n gi n g fr o m . 5 9 4 t o . 8 0 8. T h e f a ct or 

a n al ysis i n di c at e d t h at C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors b eli e v e d t h e p ers o n al f a ct ors of p o v ert y, 

c ar e gi v er l o w e d u c ati o n l e v els, n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es, a n d t h e f e ar of b ei n g l a b el e d as “ a cti n g 

W hit e ” all h a d str o n g c o n n e cti o ns t o w ar d i n hi biti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P 

c o urs e w or k.   
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T a bl e 2 0    

C o m p o n e nt M atri x of P ers o n al V ari a bl es  

V ari a bl e  

 
C o m p. 1 - 
P ers o n al  

Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y ar e l ess li k el y t o e nr oll i n A P c o urs e w or k i n m y 
distri ct  

 
. 6 5 6 

Bl a c k st u d e nts li vi n g i n p o v ert y h a v e f e w er e d u c ati o n al o pti o ns, i n cl u di n g A P 
c o urs es, a v ail a bl e t o t h e m  

 
. 6 5 0 

P ar e nts wit h l o w f or m al e d u c ati o n l e v els r ei nf or c e l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns of t h eir 
c hil dr e n, cr e ati n g a n e xt er n al b arri er f or e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es  

 
. 5 9 4 

N e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es ar e m or e li k el y t o k e e p Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g 
A P c o urs es t h a n W hit e st u d e nts  

 
. 7 2 0 

F e ari n g b ei n g l a b el e d as “ a cti n g W hit e ”, s o m e hi g h a c hi e vi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts 
r efr ai n fr o m t a ki n g A P c o urs e w or k t o r e m ai n ti e d t o t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y  

 
. 8 0 8 

A r e gr essi o n a n al ysis w as t h e n c o m pl et e d o n t h e “ P ers o n al ” l at e nt v ari a bl e cr e at e d fr o m 

t h e f a ct or a n al ysis.  T his w as d o n e t o d et er mi n e t h e r el ati o ns hi p t h at e xist e d a n d t o as c ert ai n t h e 

g o o d n ess of fit f or t his m o d el. T h e r es ults of t h e r e gr essi o n dis pl a y e d a c orr el ati o n al v al u e t h at 

f ell b el o w t h e . 1 t hr es h ol d f or a w e a k r el ati o ns hi p at . 0 8 6. T o o bt ai n st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e 

wit hi n t his m o d el, t h e p s c or e w o ul d h a v e n e e d e d t o b e e q u al t o . 0 5 or l o w er. T h e m o d el h a d a 

si g nifi c a n c e of . 3 1 9, w hi c h di d n ot  m e et t h e t hr es h ol d f or t his t est. T a bl e 2 1  d et ails t h e 

c orr el ati o n al s c or es a n d p s c or e f or t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e.  
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T a bl e 2 1    

C orr el ati o n of P ers o n al V ari a bl e wit h St atisti c al Si g nifi c a n c e  

  
Bl a c k St u d e nts' E nr oll m e nt i n A P 
( n = 3 2) 

P ers o n al ( n = 3 2)  

P e ars o n 
C orr el ati o n  

Bl a c k St u d e nts' 
E nr oll m e nt i n A P 
 

1. 0 0 0  . 0 8 6 

 P ers o n al  
 

. 0 8 6 1. 0 0 0  

Si g. ( 1 -
t ail e d) 

Bl a c k St u d e nts' 
E nr oll m e nt i n A P  

. . 3 1 9 

  
P ers o n al  
 

 
. 3 1 9 

 
. 

A r e vi e w of t h e m o d el s u m m ar y a n d A N O V A st atisti cs of t h e l at e nt v ari a bl e “ P ers o n al ” 

w as c o n d u ct e d t o f urt h er e x pl or e t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n t his f a ct or a n d t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e. 

T h e c orr el ati o n c o effi ci e nt i n t his r e gr essi o n w as . 0 8 6, i n di c ati n g l ess t h a n a w e a k-p ositi v e li n e ar 

r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n t h e l at e nt v ari a bl e pr e di ct or a n d t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e. C o nti n ui n g wit h 

m o d el s u m m ar y t h e R S q u ar e r es ult e d i n a . 0 0 7, m e a ni n g t h at it a c c o u nt e d f or . 7 % of t h e 

v ari a n c e i n t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e w h e n usi n g  t h e pr e di ct or i n t h e m o d el. Wit h a st a n d ar d err or 

of esti m at e of 3 2. 9 6 5, t h er e w as a l ar g e v ari a n c e b et w e e n w h at w as o bs er v e d i n t h e m o d el a n d 

w h at v al u es w er e pr e di ct e d i n t h e m o d el. T h e A N O V A st atisti c i n t his r e gr essi o n s h o w e d a n F 

st atisti c v al u e of . 2 2 5. Us e d t o t est t h e o v er all si g nifi c a n c e of t h e m o d el, t his s c or e, c o m bi n e d 

wit h a st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e of . 6 3 8, i n di c at e d t h at t h e F -v al u e w as n ot si g nifi c a nt at t h e 

t y pi c all y a c c e pt e d l e v el of . 0 5 as s h o w n i n T a bl e 2 2 . T h es e fi n di n gs r e v e al e d t h at t h e m o d el’s 

pr e di ct ors ar e n ot pr o vi di n g a st atisti c all y si g nifi c a nt e x pl a n ati o n f or t h e v ari ati o n f o u n d i n Bl a c k 

st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P.  
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T a bl e 2 2    

M o d el S u m m ar y a n d A N O V A R es ults of t h e “ P ers o n al ” L at e nt V ari a bl e  

 
M o d el S u m m ar y  A N O V A  

M o d el 1  R  R S q u ar e  St d. Err or of t h e 
Esti m at e  

F  Si g.  

 
. 0 8 6 . 0 0 7 3 2. 9 6 5  . 2 2 5 . 6 3 8 

 

I t h e n e x pl or e d t h e c o effi ci e nts f o u n d wit h t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e b y e x a mi ni n g t h e 

u nst a n d ar di z e d B, t s c or e, a n d si g nifi c a n c e r es ults as s h o w n i n T a bl e 2 3 . T his r e v e al e d t h e 

p ers o n al v ari a bl e h a d a n u nst a n d ar di z e d B of 2. 8 8 5 a n d t s c or e of . 4 7 5. T h e v ari a bl e h a d a 

si g nifi c a n c e s c or e of . 6 3 8 i n di c ati n g t h e m o d el w as n ot st atisti c all y si g nifi c a nt i n h o w Bl a c k 

st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P w as i m p a ct e d b y t his f a ct or .  

T a bl e 2 3    

C o effi ci e nts f or t h e P ers o n al V ari a bl e  

 
 

U n st a n d ar di z e d B  

 

t 

 

Si g.  

( C o nst a nt) 3 4. 3 9 2  5. 8 9 4  <. 0 0 1  

P ers o n al  2. 8 8 5  . 4 7 5 . 6 3 8 

T h e st u d y s h e d li g ht o n t h e p er c e pti o ns of C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als. T h e f a ct or 

a n al ysis i n di c at e d t h at t h e it e ms wit hi n t his s e cti o n b o u n d t o g et h er wit h a str o n g r el ati o ns hi p. 

T h e pri n ci p als r e c o g ni z e d t h e i m p a ct p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n l e v els, n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c e 

a n d “ a cti n g W hit e ” c a n h a v e o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. T h es e it e ms ar e w ell 
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est a blis h e d wit hi n pri or st u di es a n d t h e C A M E R A a d mi nistr ati o n c o nti n u e d t o s u p p ort t h at t h es e 

p ers o n al f a ct ors h a v e a d etri m e nt al i m p a ct o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. T h e r e gr essi o n 

a n al ysis i n di c at e d t h at t h es e p ers o n al f a ct ors, w h e n c o m bi n e d i nt o o n e v ari a bl e, di d n ot pr o d u c e 

a st atisti c all y si g nifi c a nt m o d el. T h e p o or m o d el fit f o u n d wit hi n t h e r e gr essi o n w as a n 

u n e x p e ct e d r es ult b y m e gi v e n t h e str e n gt h of t h e r es p o ns es fr o m t h e r es p o n d e nts. T h e s m all 

s a m pl e si z e of t h e st u d y r es ult e d i n a l a c k st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e. T h e m o d el als o di d n ot e x pl ai n 

h o w t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e i m p a ct e d Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P . W hil e t his will li mit t h e 

g e n er ali z a bilit y of t h e fi n di n gs wit hi n t his v ari a bl e, t h e f a ct t h at t h e f a ct or a n al ysis s h o w e d t h e 

str o n g r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n t h e it e ms t o cr e at e a l at e nt v ari a bl e di d s u p p ort t h e r es e ar c h 

r e g ar di n g t h e n e g ati v e i m p a ct t h at t h es e it e ms c a n h a v e o n A P e nr oll m e nt.  

R es e a r c h Q u esti o n 4  

Is t h e r e a st atisti c al diff e r e n c e b et w e e n t h e e n r oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o u rs es a n d 

t h e d e m o g r a p hi c c h a r a ct e risti cs of s c h o ol a d mi nist r at o rs, s u c h as r a c e, y e a rs of e x p e ri e n c e, 

o r g e n d e r ?      

T h e l ast c o m p o n e nt of t h e d at a a n al ysis e x pl or e d w h et h er t h er e w er e st atisti c al 

diff er e n c es b et w e e n t h e s a m pl e r es p o n d e nts b as e d o n t h eir d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs. It w as 

i m p ort a nt t o dis c er n w h et h er m al e a n d f e m al e a d mi nistr at ors h a d diff er e nt p er c e ptio ns r e g ar di n g 

w hi c h it e ms s er v e d as i n hi bit ors t o w ar d Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es. I n a d diti o n t o 

g e n d er, ot h er f a ct ors e x pl or e d w er e t h e r a c e of t h e r es p o n d e nts, t h eir distri ct t y p ol o g y 

(s u b ur b a n/ ur b a n), a n d t h eir y e ars of hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistrati v e e x p eri e n c e. E a c h of t h es e 

c o m p o n e nts w er e i m p ort a nt t o est a blis h w h et h er t h er e w er e f a ct ors t h at tr a ns c e n d e d 

d e m o gr a p hi cs as gl o b al i n hi bit ors of A P e nr oll m e nt f or Bl a c k st u d e nts. T a bl e 2 4  d et ails m e a ns 

g at h er e d f or e a c h v ari a bl e a n d d e m o gr a p hi c s u b gr o u p i n t h e st u d y. A r e vi e w of t h e d es cri pti v e 
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st atisti cs of t h es e gr o u ps ill u mi n at e d t h at w h e n e x pl ori n g w h et h er Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e e q u all y 

r e pr es e nt e d i n t h eir s c h o ols, o nl y u r b a n a d mi nistr at ors ( 2. 8 0-A gr e e) a n d t h os e wit h l ess t h a n fi v e 

y e ars of e x p eri e n c e ( 2. 6 7 -A gr e e) a gr e e d wit h t h e q u esti o n. Al m ost all ot h er gr o u ps n eit h er 

a gr e e d, n or dis a gr e e d. I nt er esti n gl y, s u b ur b a n pri n ci p als dis a gr e e d wit h t h e st at e m e nt ( 4. 0 -

Dis a gr e e),  r es ulti n g i n o n e of t h e l ar g est v ari a n c es wit hi n t h e e ntir e d e m o gr a p hi c a n al ysis. It m a y 

b e p ossi bl e t h at ur b a n a d mi nistr at o rs a ns w er e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n 

t h eir s c h o ols b e c a us e t h e y h a d a l ar g er p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h eir s c h o ol p o p ul ati o n 

t h a n t h e s u b ur b a n s c h o ols. F e m al es dis a gr e e d ( 4. 4 0) wit h t h e st at e m e nt at t h e hi g h est m e a n.  

Aft er e v al u ati n g t h e m e a ns r e g ar di n g w h et h er or n ot Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e r e pr es e nt e d 

e q u all y i n C A M E R A hi g h s c h o ols, t h e eff e ct si z es w er e e v al u at e d b et w e e n t h e diff er e nt 

s u b gr o u ps usi n g C o h e n’s d. T h e eff e ct si z e f or t his c o m p aris o n b et w e e n m al es a n d f e m al es w as -

. 8 8 4 6 i n di c ati n g t h at o n a v er a g e f e m al es h a d a hi g h er m e a n r es p o ns e t h a n m al es a n d t h at t h e 

m a g nit u d e of t h e diff er e n c e w as c o nsi d er e d l ar g e. T h e n e xt s u b gr o u p e v al u at e d w as r a c e t o 

d et er mi n e t h e m a g nit u d e b et w e e n t h e r es p o ns es of Bl a c k a n d W hit e a d mi nistr at ors. T his 

m e as ur e s h o w e d a n eff e ct si z e of . 3 8 4 8 i n di c ati n g a s m all eff e ct si z e.  

 T h e diff er e n c es b et w e e n t h e l at e nt v ari a bl es c ertifi e d, c urri c ul u m -b as e d, a n d p ers o n al 

w er e t h e n e x pl or e d b et w e e n t h e s u b gr o u ps. T h e c ertifi e d v ari a bl e e x pl or e d t h e i m p a ct of 

c ertifi e d st aff a n d t h eir i m p a ct o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. All gr o u ps w it hi n t h e c ertifi e d 

v ari a bl e eit h er f ell i n t h e A gr e e or N eit h er A gr e e, N or Dis a gr e e wit h t h eir m e a n r es p o ns es. 

Al m ost all gr o u ps wit hi n t h e e x p eri e n c e s u b gr o u p a gr e e d, wit h o nl y t h os e w h o h a d 1 6 or m or e 

y e ars of e x p eri e n c e r es p o n di n g i n t h e N eit h er A gr e e,  N or Dis a gr e e gr o u p. O n e ar e a of n ot e 

f o u n d wit hi n t h e s u b gr o u p d at a w as t h e diff er e n c e b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d W hit e C A M E R A 

a d mi nistr at ors i n r ef er e n c e t o t h e c ertifi e d st aff v ari a bl e. T h e a d mi nistr at ors s h o w e d t h e bi g g est 
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dis cr e p a n c y b et w e e n s u b gr o u p d at a wit h Bl a c k a d mi nistr at ors h a vi n g a m e a n of 2. 1 3 ( A gr e e) 

a n d W hit e a d mi nistr at ors h a vi n g a m e a n of 3. 1 5 ( N eit h er A gr e e, N or Dis a gr e e). T his w as t h e 

o nl y s u b gr o u p t o h a v e a 1. 0 + diff er e n c e i n m e a n a v er a g es wit hi n t h e c ertifi e d v ari a bl e. N oti ci n g 

t his s c or e, t h e eff e ct si z e w as e v al u at e d usi n g C o h e n’s d wit h a s c or e of -1. 1 2. T his n e g ati v e 

v al u e i n di c at e d t h at Bl a c k a d mi nistr at ors h a d a l o w er m e a n r es p o ns e w h e n c o m p ar e d t o W hit e 

a d mi nistr at ors, w hi c h w as s u p p ort e d b y T a bl e 2 4 . T h e m a g nit u d e of t h e diff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e 

t w o gr o u ps is c o nsi d er e d l ar g e. 

 T h e c urri c ul u m -b as e d l at e nt v ari a bl e f o u n d al m ost all s u b gr o u ps i n t h e N eit h er A gr e e, 

N or Dis a gr e e c at e g or y. O nl y Bl a c k a d mi nistr at ors a n d t h os e a d mi nistr at ors wit h 1 0 or m or e 

y e ars of e x p eri e n c e f ell i n t h e A gr e e c at e g or y wit h m e a n a v er a g es of 2. 7 5 a n d 2 . 6 4. T hr e e 

s u b gr o u ps - F e m al es, Ur b a n, a n d t h os e wit h l ess t h a n fi v e y e ars of e x p eri e n c e h a d a 3. 0 m e a n 

a v er a g e, j ust pl a ci n g t h e m i n t h e N eit h er A gr e e, N or Dis a gr e e c at e g or y. A c o m m o n t h e m e 

i d e ntifi e d i n t h e m e a n a v er a g es w as n ot e d i n t h os e wit h 1 6 + y e ars of e x p eri e n c e as a hi g h s c h o ol 

a d mi nistr at or h a vi n g t h e hi g h est m e a n s c or e. Wit h a m e a n s c or e of 3. 5 0, t h es e a d mi nistr at ors h a d 

t h e hi g h est a v er a g e, j ust as t h e y di d wit h t h e c ertifi e d st aff v ari a bl e a n d t h e e q u al r e pr es e nt ati o n 

v ari a bl e. T his v ari a bl e e x p l or e d w h et h er st u d e nts w er e m e eti n g t h e c urri c ul ar e x p e ct ati o ns t o b e 

a bl e t o t a k e A P c o urs es. T his l e d m e  t o e x pl or e t h e m a g nit u d e of t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n 

s u b ur b a n s c h o ols a n d ur b a n s c h o ols wit h t h e c urri c ul u m -b as e d v ari a bl e. C o h e n’s d f or t h e 

c o m p ari s o n b et w e e n a d mi nistr at ors i n s u b ur b a n a n d ur b a n s c h o ols wit h t h e c urri c ul u m v ari a bl e 

w as . 0 8 2 8. T his i n di c at e d a m a g nit u d e t h at w as v er y s m all, w hi c h s ur pris e d m e  gi v e n h o w s o m e 

p er c ei v e s u b ur b a n s c h o ols t o pr o vi d e m or e c urri c ul ar o p p ort u nit y t h a n ur b a n s c h o ols.  

 T h e l ast v ari a bl e e x pl or e d w as t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e. T his v ari a bl e w as d eri v e d fr o m t h e 

str o n g f a ct or l o a di n g c o n d u ct e d r es ulti n g i n str o n g r el ati o ns hi ps a m o n gst t h e s ur v e y it e ms 
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e x pl ori n g p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e x p e ct ati o ns a n d t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” h y p ot h esis. U nli k e t h e 

c urri c ul u m -b as e d v ari a bl e, t his v ari a bl e f o u n d al m ost all gr o u ps wit hi n t h e A gr e e c at e g or y wit h 

a d mi nistr at ors wit h 1 1 -1 5 y e ars  of  e x p eri e n c e h a vi n g t h e l o w est m e a n a v er a g e at 2. 3 5 ( A gr e e). 

M ai nt ai ni n g t h e hi g h est m e a n a v er a g e w as t h e a d mi nistr ati v e gr o u p wit h 1 6 + y e ars  of  e x p eri e n c e 

wit h a 3. 2 5 ( N eit h er A gr e e, N or Dis a gr e e). T h e m e a n s c or es f o u n d wit hi n t his v ari a bl e i n di c at e d 

t h e str o n g b eli efs t h e a d mi nistr at ors h a d in a gr e ei n g t h at t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e h a d t h e gr e at est 

i m p a ct o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. T his d at a s h o w e d h o w t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e 

tr a ns c e n d e d t h e s u b gr o u ps t o a c hi e v e al m ost u ni v ers al a gr e e m e nt i n h o w t his h as a n a d v ers e 

i m p a ct o n st u d e nts.  

I c h os e t o e x pl or e t h e m a g nit u d e of t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n b ot h G e n d er a n d R a ci al 

s u b gr o u ps t o b ett er u n d erst a n d t h e m a g nit u d e of t h e r el ati o ns hi ps f or t h es e s u b gr o u ps. C o h e n’s d 

r e v e al e d a n e gli gi bl e eff e ct si z e of . 0 0 7 6 f or Bl a c k m al es. T h e eff e ct si z e f or W hit e m al es w as 

t h e n c o nsi d er e d a n d t his r es ult e d i n a n e gli gi bl e m a g nit u d e of -0. 0 9 9 1. T h e Bl a c k f e m al e eff e ct 

si z e w as t h e n e x a mi n e d a n d r es ult e d wit h a w e a k s c or e of . 4 7 6. L astl y t h e W hit e f e m al e eff e ct 

si z e w as c o nsi d er e d wit h C o h e n’s d b ei n g c al c u l at e d at . 3 8 7 or w e a k eff e ct. T h es e eff e ct si z es 

w er e i m p ort a nt t o c o nsi d er t o b ett er u n d erst a n d t h e p er c e pti o ns of t h e a d mi nistr at ors b as e d o n 

t h eir r a c e a n d g e n d er. Gi v e n t h eir d ail y i nt er a cti o ns wit h t h e st u d e nts i n t h eir s c h o ols, t h eir 

r es p o ns es s h e d li g ht o n w h at is i n hi biti n g Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt wit h t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e 

h a vi n g t h e gr e at est i m p a ct.  
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T a bl e 2 4    

M e a n R es p o ns es b y D e m o gr a p hi c S u b gr o u p  

 G e n d er  R a c e  T y p e  E x p eri e n c e  

 M  
n = 2 0  

F  
n = 9  

 

B  
n = 8  

 

W  
n = 2 2  

 

S  
n = 1 7  

 

U  
n = 1 5  

 

< 5 
n = 6  

 

1 0  
n = 1 1  

 

1 5 
n = 7  

 

1 6 + 
n = 8  

 
Bl a c k St u d e nts -E q u all y 
R e pr es e nt e d i n A P C l ass 
i n M y Hi g h S c h o ol  
 

3. 2 5  4. 4 0  3. 7 5  3. 3 2  4. 0 0  2. 8 0  2. 6 7  3. 3 6  3. 7 1  3. 8 8  

C ertifi e d St aff  
 

2. 8 8  3. 1 8  2. 1 3  3. 1 5  2. 7 0  3. 2 7  2. 7 8  2. 9 1  2. 7 2  3. 4 2  

C urri c ul u m -B as e d  
 

3. 1 5  3. 0 0  2. 7 5  3. 0 5  3. 1 2  3. 0 0  3. 0 0  2. 6 4  3. 2 9  3. 5 0  

P ers o n al  
 

2. 4 9  3. 0 7  2. 4 8  2. 6 0  2. 4 5  2. 8 7  2. 7 3  2. 3 9  2. 3 5  3. 2 5  

 
  C o n cl usi o ns  

T h e a n al ysis of t h e st u d y fi n di n gs d e m o nstr at e d t hr o u g h f a ct or a n al ysis t h at t h os e 

c o m p o n e nts c o nt ai n e d wit hi n t h e c ertifi e d st aff a n d p ers o n al v ari a bl e w er e t h e m ost p o w erf ul i n 

e x pl ori n g w h at i n hi bit e d Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs e w or k. T h e r e gr essi o n d at a, 

w hil e h et er os k e d asti c, s h o w e d t h e c orr el ati o ns b et w e e n e nr oll m e nt a n d s c h o ol c orr el ati o ns. T h e 

st u d y fi n di n gs als o r e v e al e d t h e pri n ci p als’ p er c e pti o n o n t h e i m p a ct of p o v ert y o n t h eir st u d e nts 

wit hi n t h e p ers o n al l at e nt v ari a bl e. T h e d at a  p oi nts r ei nf or c e d t h e str e n gt h of t h es e r el ati o ns hi ps 

a n d h o w t h e y c orr el at e d wit h ot h er c o m p o n e nts of t h e st u d y. T h e s m all s a m pl e of t h e st u d y 

pl a g u e d t h e r es e ar c h b e c a us e it oft e n r es ult e d i n m a n y of t h e t ests b ei n g c o m pl et e d wit h o ut 

st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e. T h e r es ults of t h e st u d y oft e n s u p p ort e d r es e ar c h r e g ar di n g t h e i m p a ct of 

t h e t e a c h er o n st u d e nt l e ar ni n g a n d t h e n e g ati v e i m p a ct of p o v ert y. T his w as b a c k e d b y t h e 

C A M E R A pri n ci p als a n d t h eir r es p o ns es t o t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e, w h er e m a n y of t h e s u b gr o u ps 

st at e d t h at t h e y a gr e e d t h at st u d e nts fr o m t his b a c k gr o u n d ar e l ess li k el y t o t a k e A P. T h e 

diff er e n c es i n Bl a c k a n d W hit e a d mi nistr at ors i n b ot h t h e c ertifi e d st aff a n d c urri c ul u m -b as e d 

v ari a bl e hi g hli g ht e d c ult ur al diff er e n c es t h at W hit e e d u c at ors  str u g gl e d t o r e c o g ni z e d u e t o t h eir 
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l a c k of a s h ar e d e x p eri e n c e. W hil e g e n d er di d n ot pr o v e t o b e t o o i nfl u e nti al, f e m al es, b ot h Bl a c k 

a n d W hit e, p ost e d w e a k eff e ct si z es t h at w er e a p pr o a c hi n g m o d er at e o n t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e. 

M al es o nl y h a d a v er y s m all eff e ct o n t h e v ari a bl es e x pl or e d. F u rt h er e x pl or ati o n m a y l e a d t o 

b ett er u n d erst a n di n g a b o ut h o w g e n d er a n d r a ci al diff er e n c es r es ult i n diff er e nt e x p eri e n c es f or 

Bl a c k st u d e nts att e m pti n g t o e nr oll i n A P c o urs es. L astl y, f urt h er e x pl or ati o n of pri n ci p als wit h 

v ar yi n g y e ars of e x p eri e n c e c o u l d b e j ustifi e d d u e t o t h e diff er e n c es f o u n d i n t h e d at a b et w e e n 

t h e a d mi nistr at ors wit h 0-1 5 y e ars a n d t h os e wit h 1 6 + y e ars.  
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C H A P T E R V :  C O N C L U SI O N S, DI S C U S SI O N, A N D  

S U G G E S TI O N S F O R F U T U R E R E S E A R C H  

 “ W h y d o y o u c ar e ? ” s ai d  t h e hi g h s c h o ol st u d e nt w h e n I as k e d hi m t h e q u esti o n t h at h a d 

b e e n b ot h eri n g m e - “ W h y d o n’t o ur Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll i n A P ? ” I w as c o n d u cti n g r o u n ds i n 

m y hi g h s c h o ol b uil di n g, a n d I w al k e d i nt o A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) c al c ul us. I l o o k e d ar o u n d 

t h e r o o m a n d m a d e a gl ari n g o bs er v ati o n; n o n e of t h e st u d e nts r e pr es e nt e d a n y mi n oriti es, y et 

o ur s c h o ol w as hi g hl y di v ers e. Si mil ar r es ults w er e e vi d e nt i n visits t o ot h er A P c o urs es a n d 

hi g h er -l e v el c o urs es t h at w er e off er e d. I i nt e nti o n all y as k e d t his st u d e nt m y q u esti o n b e c a us e I 

k n e w h e w o ul d gi v e m e a n h o n est r es p o ns e, b ut I w as u n pr e p ar e d f or t h e g ut p u n c h his r es p o ns e 

g a v e m e. M y r es p o ns e t o his q u er y w as, “ F air q u esti o n, l et's t al k a b o ut it. ” I w a nt e d t o t ell hi m 

t h at I c ar e d v er y m u c h b e c a us e I k n e w t h e st u d e nts w h o w er e e nr oll e d i n A P c o urs e w or k h a d 

m or e a d v a nt a g es p ost hi g h s c h o ol, b ut t h e r e alit y w as, it w e nt d e e p er t h a n t h at. T h es e iss u es 

w er e l o n g e m b e d d e d a n d r o ot e d i n l a c k of tr ust, u n d erst a n di n g, a n d p ers p e cti v e. W h er e w as t h e 

br e a k d o w n t h at k e pt o ur Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P ? I w a nt e d t o fi n d o ut w h y t his 

pr o bl e m e xist e d i n m y b uil di n g ( a n d li k el y m a n y ot h ers) a n d I w as o n a missi o n t o fi x it.  

 
I nt r o d u cti o n  

 
T his st u d y s o u g ht t o u n d erst a n d t h e p er c ei v e d r o a d bl o c ks t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts e x p eri e n c e d 

w h e n t h e y c h os e t o eit h er e nr oll or f or g o t h e o p p ort u nit y t o t a k e A P c o urs es. T h e i nsi g hts i nt o 

t h e pr o bl e m w er e pr o vi d e d b y pri n ci p als fr o m t h e Cl e v el a n d Ar e a Mi n ority E d u c at or 

R e cr uit m e nt Ass o ci ati o n ( C A M E R A), w hi c h is c o m pris e d of m e m b er s c h o ol distri cts w h o s h ar e 

i n t h e or g a ni z ati o n’s missi o n t o i d e ntif y, r e cr uit a n d s u p p ort mi n orit y e d u c ati o n al pr of essi o n als 

s o t h at distri cts c a n m ai nt ai n di v ersit y i n t h eir f a c ult y . A d diti o n all y, C A M E R A s e e ks t o hir e 
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t e a c h ers w h o ar e s e nsiti v e a n d r es p o nsi v e t o st u d e nt n e e ds i n a c ult ur all y di v ers e s c h o ol 

e n vir o n m e nt (C A M E R A , 2 0 2 2). T h er e w er e 1 09  s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors s el e ct e d t o 

p arti ci p at e i n t h e st u d y s ur v e y d u e t o t h eir c o m mit m e nt t o c ult ur al r es p o nsi v e n ess a n d d u e t o 

t h eir p ositi o ns wit hi n t h e s c h o ol s yst e m aff e cti n g s c h e d uli n g a n d st affi n g. T h e st u d y e m pl o y e d a 

q u a ntit ati v e s ur v e y d esi g n e d t o ass ess hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als’ i m pr essi o ns of w h at Bl a c k st u d e nt 

r e pr es e nt ati o n l o o k e d li k e i n A P c o urs es. T h e st u d y als o e x pl or e d h o w hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p als 

r e c o g ni z e d s c h o ol a n d p ers o n al f a ct ors t h at i nfl u e n c e d Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es. 

L astl y, t h e st u d y e x a mi n e d w h et h er t h er e w er e diff er e n c es i n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P 

c o urs es d e p e n di n g o n t h e d e m o gr a p hi cs ( a g e, e x p eri e n c e, a n d r a c e) of t h e s c h o ol a d mi nistr ati o n.  

T his c h a pt er pr o vi d es a r e vi e w a n d dis c ussi o n of t h e m ost pr o mi n e nt fi n di n gs pr es e nt e d 

i n t h e pr e vi o us c h a pt er. T h e d e m o gr a p hi cs a n d v ari a bl es ar e m or e f ull y e x pl or e d, t h e r es e ar c h 

q u esti o ns ar e r est at e d, a n d t h e i m pli c ati o ns f or pr a cti c e i n e d u c ati o n ar e r e vi e w e d. T h e 

r es p o n d e nts t o t h e st u d y s ur v e y w er e all hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors fr o m t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m. Gi v e n t h e r es p o n d e nt’s distri ct c o m mit m e nts t o di v ersit y, e q uit y, a n d i n cl usi o n, 

t h es e a d mi nistr at ors w er e w ell p ositi o n e d t o s h ar e w h at t h e y f elt w er e i n hi biti n g f a ct ors t o w ar d 

Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. T h eir i nsi g hts will pr o vi d e t h e n e c ess ar y d at a t o h el p f or m ul at e 

str at e gi es t o miti g at e t h e i m p a ct of u n d er e nr olli n g Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P.   

 T h e c h a pt er h as b e e n or g a ni z e d t o a d dr ess t h e f oll o wi n g: S u m m ar y of Fi n di n gs, 

C o n cl usi o ns, Dis c ussi o n, I m pli c ati o ns f or t h e F ut ur e R es e ar c h , a n d a S u m m ar y. T h e d at a 

pr es e nt e d i n t h e s u m m ar y of fi n di n gs s e cti o n ar e c o n n e ct e d t o t h e r es e ar c h c o nt ai n e d wit hi n t h e 

lit er at ur e r e vi e w. Li n ki n g t h es e fi n di n gs wit h pr e vi o us r es e ar c h will e ntr e n c h t h e st u d y’s 

i m p ort a n c e f or t h e fi el d of e d u c ati o n p arti cul arl y f or a d mi nistr at ors, s c h o ol c o u ns el ors, a n d 

t e a c h ers. T h e st u d y s u p p orts pr e vi o usl y est a blis h e d r es e ar c h s urro u n di n g dis a d v a nt a g es f a c e d b y 
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Bl a c k st u d e nts att e m pti n g t o e nr oll i n A P w hi c h i n cl u d e d p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n al l e v els, 

c o u ns el or r el ati o ns hi ps, t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns, a n d a l a c k of mi n orit y t e a c h ers ( Fl a n a g a n et. al, 

2 0 2 0 ; Griss o m et. al, 2 0 2 0;  H o ust o n & X u, 2 0 1 6; J effri es & Sil v er n ail, 2 0 1 7 ; M o n a g h a n et. al, 

2 0 2 0;  Ri c ci ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1 ). Est a blis hi n g a n a d mi nistr ati v e p ers p e cti v e a b o ut w h at is 

k e e pi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts o ut of A P c o urs es will e n a bl e f ut ur e r es e ar c h t o e x pl or e m et h o ds t o 

e m b ol d e n t his st u d e nt gr o u p t o e m br a c e t h e c h all e n g e pr es e nt e d b y t h e c o urs e w or k. T h e c h a pt er 

will c o n cl u d e wit h a s u m m ar y of t h e st u d y.   

S u m m a r y of Fi n di n gs  

 T h e r es ults of t h e st u d y all o w e d a v ari et y of fi n di n gs t o e m er g e fr o m t h e c oll e ct e d d at a. 

T his s e cti o n is d e v ot e d t o dis c ussi n g t h e i m p ort a nt fi n di n gs a n d ill u mi n ati n g w h at C A M E R A 

pri n ci p als h ol d as t h e m aj or i n hi bit ors t o w ar d Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. As t h e fi n di n gs 

e m er g e, t h eir li n k t o pr e vi o us r es e ar c h a n d t h e t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or k will b e e x pl or e d a n d 

dis c uss e d.   

 T h e s ur v e y t o ol w as iss u e d t o 1 0 9 p ot e nti al r es p o n d e nts fr o m a c o ns orti u m of 2 0 s c h o ols 

l o c at e d i n N ort h e ast O hi o. Of t h e 4 6 r es p o n d e nts, t hr e e ( 6. 5 2 %) di d n ot h a v e A P c o urs es i n t h eir 

s c h o ol. T his e n d e d t h e d at a c oll e cti o n f or t h os e t hr e e r es p o n d e nts. Ni n e r es p o n d e nts ( 1 9. 5 6 %) 

c o ns e nt e d t o p arti ci p at e i n t h e s ur v e y a n d t h e n di d n ot r es p o n d t o a n y q u esti o ns, w hi c h r es ult e d 

i n missi n g d at a. T hr e e r es p o n d e nts ( 6. 5 2 %) di d n ot pr o vi d e a n a ns w er t o t h e q u esti o n as ki n g 

h o w m a n y st u d e nts p arti ci p at e i n A P i n t h ei r s c h o ol. T h e d e m o gr a p hi c i nf or m ati o n s h o w e d t h at 

6 2. 5 % of t h e s ur v e ys w er e c o m pl et e d b y m al es a n d 3 1. 2 5 % of t h e r es p o n d e nts w er e f e m al e. 

S o m e r es p o n d e nts pr ef err e d t o n ot i d e ntif y t h eir g e n d er, a c c o u nti n g f or 6. 2 5 % of r es p o n d e nts. 

W hil e m ost of t h e r es p o n d e nts i d e ntifi e d as W hit e ( 6 8. 7 5 %), 2 8. 1 3 % of r es p o n d e nts i d e ntifi e d as 

Bl a c k or Afri c a n A m eri c a n. C o ns orti u m r es p o n d e nts i d e ntifi e d t h at t h eir t e a c hi n g st aff c o nt ai n e d 
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8 % Bl a c k t e a c h ers. T h e gr a n ul ar d at a s h o w e d t h at t h e mi ni m u m p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k t e a c h ers i n 

t h e c o ns orti u m w as 0 % Bl a c k t e a c h ers a n d a m a xi m u m Bl a c k t e a c hi n g st aff of 2 5 %. 

C o m p ar ati v el y, w hil e W hit e t e a c h ers i n t h e c o ns orti u m o ut n u m b er e d Bl a c k e d u c at ors, 

C A M E R A h a d hi g h er p er c e nt a g es of Bl a c k t e a c h ers t h a n t h eir st at e a n d n ati o n al p e ers. T his w as 

q uit e pr o n o u n c e d w h e n e v al u ati n g t h e c o ns orti u m t o O hi o b e c a us e C A M E R A h a d al m o st t w o 

ti m es as m a n y Bl a c k t e a c h ers ( 8. 3 3 %), o n a v er a g e, t h a n f o u n d i n t h e st at e ( 4. 3 0 %). Gi v e n t h e 

r es e ar c h s u p p orti n g t h e i m p ort a n c e of h a vi n g a s a m e r a c e t e a c h er o n e c o ul d s ur mis e w h y Bl a c k 

st u d e nt i n t h e c o ns orti u m o ut p erf or m e d t h eir st at e a n d n ati o n al p e ers o n A P E O C e x a ms. T his 

t h o u g ht is s u p p ort e d b y J o h ns o n & L ar wi n ( 2 0 2 0), w h o n ot e d  t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts, p arti c ul arl y 

m al es, b e n efit e d  fr o m e n vir o n m e nts c o nt ai ni n g p ositi v e r ei nf or c e m e nt a n d s u p p ort t o e x c el w h e n 

c h all e n g e d a c a d e mi c all y. M arti n & Br o o ks ( 2 0 2 0) r el a y e d t h at Bl a c k t e a c h ers ar e 

u n d err e pr es e nt e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e n ati o n. W hil e t his w as  tr u e i n C A M E R A, t h e hi g h er pr o p orti o n 

of Bl a c k e d u c at ors a p p e ar e d  t o h el p pr o vi d e b ett er o ut c o m es f or Bl a c k st u d e nts wit hi n A P 

c o urs es.    

 O n c e t h e c o ns orti u m t e a c hi n g a n d a d mi nistr ati v e st aff d e m o gr a p hi cs w er e g at h er e d, 

att e nti o n w as gi v e n t o t h e st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n. T his i nf or m ati o n s h o w e d t h at distri cts wit hi n t h e 

c o ns orti u m a v er a g e d 5 1. 5 2 % W hit e st u d e nt b o di es a n d 3 9. 6 1 % Bl a c k. T h er e w as a l ar g e 

v ari a n c e wit hi n c o ns orti u m distri cts as t h e mi ni m u m Bl a c k st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n i n a c o ns orti u m 

s c h o ol w as 2 % a n d t h e m a xi m u m w as 9 4 %. T h e distri cts r e p ort e d t h at o n a v er a g e 5 0. 7 0 % of 

t h eir st u d e nts w er e e c o n o mi c all y dis a d v a nt a g e d. T his d e m o gr a p hi c al s o h a d a wi d e v ari a n c e 

w h er e o n e distri ct r e p ort e d 8 % ( mi n.) of t h eir st u d e nt b o d y w as e c o n o mi c all y dis a d v a nt a g e d, 

w hil e a n ot h er r e p ort e d 1 0 0 % ( m a x.) e c o n o mi c dis a d v a nt a g e . T h e v ari a n c e f o u n d f urt h er 

ill ustr at es t h e di v ers e distri ct m a k e u p of t h e c o ns orti u m s c h o ols. As e x p e ct e d, t h e d at a s h o w e d 
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t h at ur b a n s c h o ols e x p eri e n c e d hi g h er r at es of p o v ert y c o m p ar e d t o t h e s u b ur b a n ri n g of s c h o ols 

s urr o u n di n g t h e m.    

 T h e d e m o gr a p hi cs of t h e distri cts a n d t h eir r es p o n d e nts s h e d li g ht o n h o w t h e c o ns orti u m 

s c h o ols a d dr ess e d t h e r es e ar c h q u esti o ns f o u n d wit hi n t h e st u d y. R es p o n d e nt d at a r e v e al e d a 

s u bst a nti all y l ar g er p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k a d mi nistr at ors t h a n Bl a c k t e a c h er s wit hi n t h e st u d y. 

Gi v e n t h at t h e st u d y r es p o n d e nt d at a dis cl os e d h a vi n g a t e a c h er of t h e s a m e r a c e as b ei n g a n 

i m p ort a nt i nfl u e n c e o n A P e nr oll m e nt t h e e vi d e n c e p oi nts t o t h e n e e d t o m a k e t h e t e a c hi n g st affs 

of c o ns orti u m s c h o ols m or e pr o p orti o n al wit h t h e a d mi nistr ati v e r a n ks of t h e gr o u p.   

T h e st u d y s ur v e y c o nsist e d of f o ur s e cti o ns, e a c h a d dr essi n g diff er e nt r es e ar c h q u esti o ns 

r el at e d t o t h e st u d y. T h e first s e cti o n f o c us e d o n t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P 

c o urs es wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m. T h e s e c o n d s e cti o n e x pl or e d s c h o ol f a ct or s t h at m a y i n hi bit Bl a c k 

st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs es, s u c h as t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns a n d l a c k of e n c o ur a g e m e nt. T h e 

t hir d s e cti o n a d dr ess e d p ers o n al a n d f a mil y f a ct ors, s u c h as p o v ert y a n d p e er i nfl u e n c es. T h e 

f o urt h s e cti o n d e alt wit h d e m o gr a p hi c i nfor m ati o n a b o ut t h e r es p o n d e nts a n d t h eir s c h o ols, as 

w ell as diff er e n c es b et w e e n a d mi nistr at ors a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P c o urs es. E a c h 

r es e ar c h q u esti o n a n d t h e r el e v a nt fi n di n gs ar e d et ail e d b el o w. 

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 1: W h at is t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n a d v a n c e d 

pl a c e m e nt c o urs es i n hi g h s c h o ols wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m as r e p ort e d b y pri n ci p als ?  

 U p o n c o m pl eti n g t h e d e m o gr a p hi c q u esti o ns o n t h e s ur v e y, t h e r es p o n d e nts w er e as k e d 

t o r e pl y t o q u esti o ns s urr o u n di n g t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs es wit hi n t h eir 

s c h o ols. R es e ar c h p oi nts t o t h e dis p arit y f o u n d b et w e e n W hit e st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P a n d 

Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n t h es e c o urs es (J effri es & Sil v er n ail, 2 0 1 7; P atri c k et. al, 2 0 2 0; 

Ri c c ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1). T h e C oll e g e B o ar d, w h o o v ers e es t h e A P pr o gr a m n ati o n all y, h as 
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a c k n o wl e d g e d t h e “ e q uit y g a p ” t h at c urr e ntl y e xists i n t h e pr o gr a m a n d h as t a k e n st e ps t o 

a d dr ess it b y e x p a n di n g a c c ess (J as c hi k, 2 0 1 9). T h e s ur v e y it e ms e x pl or e d s c h o ol e nr oll m e nt i n 

A P a n d st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n a n d p erf or m a n c e o n t h e A P e x a m. L astl y, t h e a d mi nistr at ors w er e 

as k e d w h et h er t h eir st u d e nts w er e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P i n t h eir s c h o ols.   

 D at a r e p ort e d fr o m J as c hi k ( 2 0 1 9) s h o w e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts r e pr es e nt e d 8. 8 % of e x a m 

t a k ers a n d 4. 3 % of e x a m t a k ers w h o e ar n e d a t hr e e or hi g h er o n at l e ast o n e e x a m, w h er e as 

W hit e st u d e nts r e pr es e nt e d 4 9. 5 % of e x a m t a k ers a n d 5 4 % of e x a m t a k ers w h o e ar n e d a t hr e e or 

hi g h er o n at l e ast o n e e x a m. D at a fr o m t h e 2 0 1 5 -2 0 1 6 s c h o ol y e ar r e v e al e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts i n 

O hi o r e pr es e nt e d o nl y 4. 8 % of st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P c o urs e w or k a n d o nl y 1 % r e c ei v e d a 

p assi n g s c or e ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1). N ati o n all y, t h er e w as a si g nifi c a nt dis cr e p a n c y b et w e e n 

W hit e a n d Bl a c k st u d e nt p erf or m a n c e o n A P e x a ms; 5 5 % of W hit e st u d e nts c o m p ar e d t o o nl y 

4. 3 % of Bl a c k st u d e nts p ass e d t h e A P e x a m ( At a h u e n e, 2 0 2 1; Ki m, 2 0 2 1).  

T h e first si g nifi c a nt fi n di n g of t h e st u d y w as t h at Bl a c k st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n i n A P 

o ut p a c e d w h at h as b e e n o bs er v e d n ati o n all y. T h e st u d y r es ults i n di c at e d t h at o n a v er a g e, 

C A M E R A distri cts h a d 2 0 8. 9 7 st u d e nts p arti ci p ati n g i n A P c o urs e w or k. Of t h es e st u d e nts, 

3 4. 1 2 % or 7 1. 3 0, w er e Bl a c k. T h e d at a r e v e al e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n a n d s c ori n g a 3 

or hi g h er o n A P e n d of c o urs e e x a ms i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m o ut p a c e d t h e n ati o n al d at a 

wit h a n a v er a g e of 6 7. 2 8 % of t h e st u d e nts e nr oll e d sitti n g f or t h e e x a m a n d 4 1. 8 8 % s c ori n g a 3 

or hi g h er o n t h e e x a m. A c c o u nti n g f or t h e v ari a n c e i n distri cts, r e vi e wi n g t h e m o d e of t h e d at a 

c oll e ct e d s urr o u n di n g Bl a c k st u d e nts s c ori n g a 3 or hi g h er w as 1 0 %. W hil e t his n u m b er w as 

cl os er t o t h e n ati o n al a v er a g e as r e p ort e d b y At a h u e n e ( 2 0 2 1) a n d Ki m ( 2 0 2 1), Bl a c k st u d e nts 

wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m p erf or m e d b ett er o n t h e A P e x a m t h a n t h eir p e ers. T his p erf or m a n c e is 
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e v e n m or e n ot a bl e w h e n c o m p ar e d t o t h e d at a pr es e nt e d b y C h att erji et al. ( 2 0 2 1) st ati n g t h at 

o nl y 1 % of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n O hi o s c or e d a 3 or hi g h er o n A P e x a ms.   

T h e s u c c ess of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m als o c o ntri b ut e d t o t h e i d e as 

es p o us e d i n t h e t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or k ti e d t o S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e or y. S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e or y 

( SI T) r el a y e d t h at p e o pl e c o nstr u ct e d t h eir s o ci al i d e ntiti es t o cr e at e a fr a me of r ef er e n c e t o s h o w 

b el o n gi n g i n c ert ai n gr o u ps a c c or di n g t o t h eir s h ar e d t h o u g hts or f e eli n gs ( T ajf el, 1 9 7 2). 

P et ers o n -L e wis & Br att o n ( 2 0 0 4) e x a mi n e d h o w Bl a c k y o ut hs w h o dis pl a y e d hi g h a c a d e mi c 

a c hi e v e m e nt e x p eri e n c e d a n a c hi e v e m e nt diss o n a n c e, w h er e  t h e y f elt dis c o n n e ct e d t o t h eir 

i n gr o u p n or ms. T h e s u c c ess of t h e Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m 

r ef ut e d t h e i d e a t h at t his gr o u p of st u d e nts b e c a m e dis c o n n e ct e d; r at h er t h e y c o n n e ct e d wit h t h eir 

p e ers, Bl a c k a n d W hit e, t o p erf or m i n a m a n n er t h at w as f ar s u p eri or t o n ati o n al a n d st at e 

a v er a g es. I n t his m a n n er, t h e Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o p arti ci p at e d i n A P w er e p art of a n i n gr o u p t h at 

s o u g ht o ut t h e c h all e n g e of A P c o urs e w or k.   

 D et er mi ni n g if Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P i n C A M E R A s c h o ols w as 

a n i m p ort a nt p er c e pti o n of t h e a d mi nistr ati o n t o e v al u at e. I nt er esti n gl y, t h er e w as a dis cr e p a n c y 

b et w e e n ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors a n d s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors wit h t his it e m. U r b a n a d mi nistr at ors 

a gr e e d t h at t h eir st u d e nts w er e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d w hil e s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors dis a gr e e d. It 

w as pl a usi bl e t h at ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors r es p o n d e d t his w a y b e c a us e t h eir s c h o ols h a v e hi g h er 

p er c e nt a g es of b ot h Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d st aff, h o w e v er, t h es e r es p o ns es di d n ot m at c h t h e 

c orr el ati o n al d at a f o u n d i n t h e st u d y. T h e c orr el ati o n al d at a s urr o u n di n g Bl a c k st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt i n A P b ei n g e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d s h o w e d a str o n g -n e g ati v e c orr el ati o n i n t his 

r el ati o ns hi p. T his fi n di n g i n di c at e d th at as Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n cr e as e d t h er e t e n d e d t o b e 

a d e cr e as e i n t h e li k eli h o o d t h at t h e y w er e e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P c o urs es. T h e i nt er pr et ati o n 
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of t his st atisti c s h o ul d b e c ar ef ull y c o nsi d er e d b e c a us e c orr el ati o n di d n ot i m pl y c a us ati o n. Gi v e n 

t h e dis a gr e e m e nt b et w e e n ur b a n a n d s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors a n d t h e c orr el ati o n al s c or e b et w e e n 

e nr oll m e nt a n d e q u al r e pr es e nt ati o n, a d diti o n al r es e ar c h w o ul d b e n e e d e d t o as c ert ai n w h y Bl a c k 

r e pr es e nt ati o n i n A P d e cr e as es as t h e Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n cr e as es. 

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 2:  A c c or di n g t o C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e s c h o ol -

r el at e d f a ct ors t h at li mit Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es ?   

 C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors n e xt a d dr ess e d h o w s c h o ol -r el at e d f a ct ors i m p a ct e d Bl a c k 

st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. Ar e as t h at w er e e x pl or e d c o nsist e d of t e a c h er e x p e ct ati o ns, t h e l a c k of 

s a m e -r a c e t e a c h ers, t h e i m p a ct of s c h o ol c o u ns el ors r e c o m m e n di n g Bl a c k st u d e nts f or A P 

c o urs es, a n d m e eti n g t h e pr e -r e q uisit e r e q uir e m e nts t o t a k e t h e c o urs es. U n d erl yi n g all of t h es e 

f a ct ors w as t h e i m p a ct of r a cis m i n o ur s c h o ols. G a y ( 2 0 0 4) el o q u e ntl y c o nt e n d e d, “ R a cis m is s o 

d e e pl y w o v e n i nt o t h e e ntir e f a bri c of s o ci et y t h at n o si n gl e p oli c y or str at e g y, h o w e v er 

p o w erf ul, is s uffi ci e nt t o er a di c at e it ” ( p. 1 3). M ars h & N o g u er a ( 2 0 1 7) a n d R ust ( 2 0 1 9) 

i n di c at e d t h at w hile mi n orit y st u d e nts h a d t h e s a m e a c a d e mi c g o als of ot h er s u b gr o u ps, t h e y 

w er e n e g ati v el y i m p a ct e d b y t h e p er c e pti o n of p o or a c a d e mi c m oti v ati o n, w hi c h m a y h a v e b e e n 

a pr o d u ct of a n e n vir o n m e nt t h at pri oriti z e d t h e W hit e, A m eri c a n, mi d dl e -cl ass as t h e n or m b y 

w hi c h all ot h er gr o u ps w er e j u d g e d.  

 T h e st u d y r e v e al e d t h at c ertifi e d st aff h a d t h e bi g g est i m p a ct o n t h eir st u d e nts’ 

e nr oll m e nt i n A P. J effri es & Sil v er n ail ( 2 0 1 7) cit e d 5 8. 8 % of A P e nr oll m e nts w er e b as e d o n 

t e a c h er r ef err als. T h es e r ef err als b e c a m e t ai nt e d b y bi as pr es e nt w h e n m ost cl assr o o m t e a c h ers 

w er e W hit e a n d n ot tr ai n e d o n t h e c ult ur al diff er e n c es i n mi n orit y st u d e nts. I niti all y vi e w e d 

t hr o u g h i n di vi d u al it e ms, a f a ct or a n al ysis w as c o m pl et e d t o s e e if a n y of t h e s ur v e y it e ms w o ul d 

bi n d  t o g et h er t o cr e at e a l at e nt v ari a bl e. U p o n c o m pl eti n g t h e f a ct or a n al ysis, t w o l at e nt v ari a bl es 
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w er e cr e at e d -c ertifi e d st aff a n d c urri c ul u m -b as e d. E v al u ati n g t h e f a ct or l o a ds i n di c at e d t h at 

v ari a bl es i n v ol vi n g c ertifi c at e d st aff wit hi n t h e b uil di n g h a d a hi g h c orr el ati o n wit h o n e a n ot h er. 

T h e r es ults u p h el d t h e fi n di n gs t h at t h er e w as a r a ci al g a p f o u n d i n C A M E R A s c h o ols. Utili zi n g 

P e ars o n’s r, I w as a bl e t o o bs er v e t h at n eit h er v ari a bl e r el ati o ns hi p h a d a m e a ni n gf ul 

c orr el ati o n al r el ati o ns hi p. N eit h er v ari a bl e a c hi e v e d a s c or e hi g h e n o u g h t o dis pl a y a w e a k 

c orr el ati o n al r el ati o ns hi p. T h e v ari a bl es al s o l a c k e d st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e. T h es e r es ults w er e 

u n e x p e ct e d gi v e n t h e r es e ar c h t h at s u p p ort e d t h e i d e as b o u n d t o g et h er t o cr e at e t h e c ertifi e d st aff 

v ari a bl e. T h e s m all s a m pl e si z e i m p a ct e d t h e r es ults of t h e st u d y a n d t h e m o d el s u m m ar y 

i n di c at e d t h at t h e m o d el, ulti m at el y, w as n ot a g o o d fit. T h e fi n di n g r es ults di d n ot di mi nis h t h e 

i m p a ct of c ertifi e d p ers o n n el o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P, it j ust hi g hli g ht e d t h e l a c k of 

si g nifi c a n c e as a n i n hi biti n g f a ct or wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m.   

T h e s e c o n d l at e nt v ari a bl e c e nt er e d o n c urri c ul u m -b as e d v ari a bl es i n hi biti n g Bl a c k 

st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) st at e d t h at hi g h -a bilit y st u d e nts of c ol or w er e l ess 

li k el y t o b e e nr oll e d i n ri g or o us c o urs es a n d pl a c e d i n gift e d e d u c ati o n pr o gr a ms, w hi c h w as 

oft e n a g at e w a y t o m or e a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. T his c o urs e w or k w as n e e d e d b e c a us e it b e c a m e a 

pr e di ct or of f ut ur e s u c c ess f or st u d e nts. W hil e T h e C oll e g e B o ar d ( 2 0 1 9) h a d pr o m ot e d 

i n cr e as e d eff orts t o pr o m ot e e q uit y wit hi n A P c o urs e w or k, O hi o s ch o ols w er e still ei g ht ti m es 

m or e li k el y t o pl a c e a W hit e st u d e nt i n A P t h a n a Bl a c k o n e. Si mil ar t o t h e c ertifi e d p ers o n n el 

v ari a bl e, t h e c urri c ul u m -b as e d v ari a bl e di d n ot m e et t h e t hr es h ol ds f or st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e a n d 

di d n ot h a v e a si g nifi c a nt i m p a ct o n t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e of Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. 

W hil e t h e f a ct or a n al ysis cr e at e d t h e t w o l at e nt v ari a bl es, t h e d at a s u p p ort e d t h e t h o u g ht t h at 

c ertifi e d p ers o n n el h a d a gr e at er i m p a ct t h a n t h e c urri c ul u m -b as e d v ari a bl e o n Bl a c k st u d e nts 

e nr olli n g i n A P. Gi v e n t h at m a n y s c h o ols r e q uir e d t e a c h er r e c o m m e n d ati o ns f or A P e nr oll m e nt, 
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t h e b arri er f or Bl a c k e nr oll m e nt i n v ol vi n g m e eti n g c o urs e pr er e q uisit es m a y n ot b e as m u c h a 

hi g h s c h o ol  iss u e as it is a n el e m e nt ar y s c h o ol iss u e w h e n st u d e nts ar e i d e ntifi e d a n d pl a c e d o n 

e d u c ati o n al tr a c ks t h at d e n y Bl a c k st u d e nts a c c ess t o c o urs e w or k t h at w o ul d l at er pr e p ar e t h e m 

f or A P-l e v el c o urs es (J o h ns o n & L ar wi n, 2 0 2 0; P atri c k et al., 2 0 2 0).    

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 3: Fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of C A M E R A c o ns orti u m pri n ci p als, w h at ar e t h e 

p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors t h at s er v e as b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nts’ e nr oll m e nt i n A P 

c o urs es ?   

T h e fi n di n gs of t his st u d y r e v e al e d t h e p er c e pti o ns C A M E R A s e c o n d ar y pri n ci p als h el d 

r e g ar di n g t h e p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors s u c h as p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n l e v els, n e g ati v e 

p e er i nfl u e n c e a n d “ a cti n g W hit e ” l a b el i m p a cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e n t i n A P c o urs es. T h e 

C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors w er e e x pli cit i n b eli e vi n g t h at p o v ert y w as a n i n hi biti n g f a ct or wit h 

7 2. 7 % of t h e a d mi nistr at ors eit h er str o n gl y a gr e ei n g or a gr e ei n g wit h t h e st at e m e nt. J e ns e n 

( 2 0 0 9) o pi n e d t h at st u d e nts r ais e d i n p o v ert y f a c e d iss u es i n br ai n d e v el o p m e nt d u e t o t h e 

c o nst a nt st at e of str ess t h e e xtr e m e p o v ert y e n vir o n m e nts cr e at e d. R es e ar c h f urt h er s u p p orti n g 

t h e b eli efs of t h e C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors t h at p o v ert y is a n i n hi biti n g f a ct or of Bl a c k st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt pr o p os es t h at t h es e st u d e nts ar e k e e nl y a w ar e of t h e i n e q uit y w hi c h e xists b et w e e n 

t h e m a n d t h eir m or e affl u e nt W hit e p e ers ( R ust, 2 0 1 9).  

Pr e vi o us r es e ar c h i n di c at e d t h at st u d e nts w h os e p ar e nts fi nis h e d hi g h s c h o ol c o m pl et e d  

at l e ast o n e A P c o urs e at al m ost h alf t h e r at e of t h os e w h o h a d p ar e nts wit h a c oll e g e d e gr e e 

( K oll uri, 2 0 20 ). P arr ett & B u d g e ( 2 0 2 0) ar g u e d t h at p ar e nts fr o m p o v ert y v al u e d e d u c ati o n as a 

m e a ns t o i m pr o v e s o ci al m o bilit y b ut l a c k e d t h e k n o wl e d g e of h o w t o a c c ess t h e s yst e m. T his 

ti es t o t h e SI T c o n c e pts of t h e “i n a n d o ut gr o u p ”. W hil e t h es e p ar e nts b eli e v e e d uc ati o n c a n h el p 

t h eir c hil d b e m or e s u c c essf ul, t h e y l a c k t h e a bilit y t o n a vi g at e t h e s yst e m. T h e y d o n ot k n o w t h e 
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q u esti o ns t o as k t o p ut t h eir c hil d i n t h e b est p ositi o n. S h a u n ess y -D e dri c k et al. ( 2 0 1 4) 

s u m m ari z e d it w ell b y st ati n g, “ p ar e nts’ u n d erst a n di n g of t h e pr o gr a m e x p e ct ati o ns a n d t h e w a ys 

t h eir c hil d’s lif e w as aff e ct e d-fr o m t h e ti m e c o m mit m e nt f or c o urs e pre p ar ati o n t o i nt e nsit y of 

t h e pr o gr a m e x p eri e n c e o n t h e c hil d’s a c a d e mi c a n d s o ci al-e m oti o n al w orl d -w er e p ossi bl y 

c o n diti o ns t h at aff e ct e d st u d e nt s u c c ess ” ( p. 1 2). T h e r e p ort e d r es ults fr o m t h e C A M E R A 

a d mi nistr at ors s u p p ort e d t h e r es e ar c h t h at p ar e nts wit h l o w e d u c ati o n al l e v els c a n cr e at e a n 

e xt er n al b arri er k e e pi n g t h eir st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs e w or k wit h t h e pri n ci p als 

dis pl a yi n g a m e a n of 2. 6 2 ( A gr e e).  

 C A M E R A pri n ci p als w er e t h e n as k e d h o w n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es a n d t h e s o ci al 

c o nstr u ct of   “ a cti n g W hit e ” c o ul d pr es e nt as a b arri er t o A P e nr oll m e nt. T h e a d mi nistr at ors 

a gr e e d wit h b ot h st at e m e nts. T h e i m pli c ati o ns of t his q u esti o n ar e li n k e d dir e ctl y t o t h e 

t h e or eti c al fr a m e w or k a n d h o w S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e or y i m p a ct e d t h e a cti o ns of p e o pl e. T at u m 

( 2 0 1 7) n ot e d t h at b y i n c ul c ati n g Bl a c k y o ut h wit h p ositi v e c ult ur al i m a g es, t h e i m p a ct of t h e 

l a b els “ a cti n g W hit e ” a n d “ a cti n g Bl a c k ” c a n b e miti g at e d. Bl a c k st u d e nts wit h o ut t h e w orr y of 

t h es e r a c e-b as e d l a b els w o ul d n o l o n g er h a v e t o s a crifi c e t h eir c ult ur al i d e ntit y wit hi n t h e Bl a c k 

c o m m u nit y t o p urs u e a c a d e mi c a c hi e v e m e nt.  

A f a ct or a n al ysis of all p ers o n al f a ct ors r es ult e d i n str o n g f a ct or l o a ds f or all it e ms  

all o wi n g a l at e nt v ari a bl e - p ers o n al, t o b e cr e at e d a n d e v al u at e d f or t h e st u d y. All v ari a bl es 

c o nt ai n e d str o n g l o a di n g s c or es t o cr e at e t h e l at e nt v ari a bl e. A r e gr essi o n w as c o m pl et e d t o 

d et er mi n e t h e g o o d n ess of fit a n d t h er e w as a n e gli gi bl e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n t h e p ers o n al 

v ari a bl e a n d t h e d e p e n d e nt v ari a bl e of Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. A d diti o n all y, t h e fi n di n gs 

w er e n ot st atisti c all y si g nifi c a nt wit h a p v al u e of . 6 3 8. T h e p o or m o d el fit f o u n d wit hi n t h e 

r e gr essi o n w as a n u n e x p e ct e d r es ult b y m e  gi v e n t h e str e n gt h of t h e r es p o ns es fr o m t h e 
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r es p o n d e nts. T h e s m all s a m pl e si z e of t h e st u d y r es ult e d i n a l a c k of st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e. T h e 

m o d el als o di d n ot e x pl ai n h o w t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e i m p a ct e d Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. 

W hil e t his will li mit t h e g e n er ali z a bilit y of t h e fi n di n gs wit hi n t his v ari a bl e, t h e f a ct t h at t h e 

f a ct or a n al ysis s h o w e d t h e str o n g r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n t h e it e ms t o cr e at e a l at e nt v ari a bl e 

s u p p or ts th e r es e ar c h r e g ar di n g t h e n e g ati v e i m p a ct t h es e it e ms c a n h a v e o n A P e nr oll m e nt.   

R es e ar c h Q u esti o n 4: Is t h er e a st atisti c al diff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts 

i n A P c o urs es a n d t h e d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs of s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, s u c h as r a c e, 

y e ars of e x p eri e n c e, or g e n d er ?   

 E x pl ori n g h o w t h e a d mi nistr at or’s d e m o gr a p hi c diff er e n c es i m p a ct e d t h eir r es p o ns e w as 

i m p ort a nt t o d et er mi n e if c h ar a ct eristi cs li k e r a c e, g e n d er, distri ct t y p ol o g y or pr of essi o n al 

e x p eri e n c e i m p a ct e d t h e r es p o n d e nt's a ns w ers. L a ds o n -Billi n gs ( 2 0 2 1) o pi n e d  t h at C R T s c h ol ars 

u n d erst o o d t h at t h er e w er e m ulti pl e f a ct ors t h at f a ct or e d i n h o w p e o pl e ar e tr e at e d. G e n d er, 

s o ci o e c o n o mi cs, s e x u al i d e ntit y, a n d ot h er cl assifi c ati o ns c o ntri b ut e d t o t h e tr e at m e nt of 

i n di vi d u als. L a ds o n-Billi n gs ( 2 0 2 1) wr ot e, “ Criti c al r a c e t h e or y s c h ol ars hi p d e cri es ess e nti alis m. 

Ess e nti alis m is a b eli ef t h at all p e o pl e p er c ei v e d t o b e i n a si n gl e gr o u p t hi n k, a ct, a n d b eli e v e t h e 

s a m e t hi n gs ” ( p. 4 7).  W hil e c oll e cti v el y t h e a d mi nistr at ors h el d m a n y si mil ar vi e ws t h e st u d y 

d at a s h o w e d di v er g e nt p ers p e cti v es o n s e v er al k e y it e ms.   

  O n e of t h e l ar g est dis cr e p a n ci es i n t h e d at a w as o bs er v e d b et w e e n ur b a n a n d s u b ur b a n 

a d mi nistr at ors r e g ar di n g t h e t h o u g ht of w h et h er or n ot t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e e q u all y 

r e pr es e nt e d i n A P c o urs es. Ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors a gr e e d wit h a m e a n of 2. 8 0, w hile s u b ur b a n 

a d mi nistr at ors dis a gr e e d wit h a m e a n of 4. 0. Ur b a n s c h o ols t e n d e d t o h a v e l ar g er pr o p orti o ns of 

a Bl a c k st u d e nt b o d y w hi c h w as a pl a usi bl e e x pl a n ati o n f or t his r es ult. F e m al e a d mi nistr at ors 
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als o dis a gr e e d wit h t h e st at e m e nt wit h t h e hi g h est m e a n of 4. 4 0 ( dis a gr e e). W h e n c o m p ar e d t o 

t h eir m al e c o u nt er p arts, t h e m a g nit u d e of diff er e n c e w as l ar g e.  

 A n ot h er ar e a of n ot e f o u n d wit hi n t h e s u b gr o u p d at a w as t h e diff er e n c e b et w e e n Bl a c k 

a n d W hit e C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors i n r ef er e n c e t o t h e c ertifi e d st aff v ari a bl e. T h e 

a d mi nistr at ors s h o w e d t h e bi g g est dis cr e p a n c y b et w e e n s u b gr o u p d at a wit h Bl a c k a d mi nistr at ors 

h a vi n g a m e a n of 2. 1 3 ( A gr e e) a n d W hit e a d mi nistr at ors h a vi n g a m e a n of 3. 1 5 ( N eit h er A gr e e, 

N or Dis a gr e e). T his w as t h e o nl y s u b gr o u p t o h a v e a 1. 0 + diff er e n c e i n m e a n a v er a g es wit hi n t h e 

c ertifi e d v ari a bl e. T his d at a s u p p ort e d t h e r es e ar c h fr o m Gri ss o m et al. ( 2 0 2 0), w h o f o u n d t h at 

h a vi n g a d e m o gr a p hi c all y si mil ar t e a c h er w as als o ass o ci at e d wit h m o v e m e nt i nt o h o n ors a n d 

A P c o urs es. M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) el a b or at e d o n t h e s h ort a g e of Afri c a n A m eri c a n t e a c h ers a n d 

e x pl ai n e d t h at t e a c h ers of t h e s a m e r a c e t e n d e d t o b eli e v e t h eir st u d e nts w er e gift e d m or e oft e n 

t h a n t e a c h ers of a diff er e nt r a c e. T his fi n di n g w as i m p ort a nt b e c a us e Bl a c k a d mi nistr at ors 

a c k n o wl e d g e d t h e i m p ort a n c e of h a vi n g t e a c h ers of t h e s a m e r a c e f or t h eir st u d e nts at a hi g h er 

r at e t h a n t h eir Whit e c o u nt er p arts. T his m a y b e b e c a us e W hit e a d mi nistr at ors di d n ot h a v e t h e 

li v e d e x p eri e n c e of b ei n g Bl a c k i n A m eri c a, w h er e r a cis m h as b e e n e ntr e n c h e d si n c e t h e 

c o u ntr y’s f o u n di n g.   

T h e l ast i m p ort a nt fi n di n g wit hi n t his s e cti o n w as wit hi n t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e. T his 

v ari a bl e a d dr ess e d p o v ert y a n d e d u c ati o n al o p p ort u nit y f or t h os e w h o li v e i n d e pr ess e d 

s o ci o e c o n o mi c sit u ati o ns. T h e v ari a bl e als o a d dr ess e d c o m p o n e nts li k e t h e “ a cti n g W hit e ” l a b el 

a n d n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es. Wit hi n t his v ari a bl e all s u b gr o u ps, ot h er t h a n f e m al es ( 3. 0 7 -

N eit h er A gr e e, N or Dis a gr e e), a gr e e d t h at t his v ari a bl e h a d t h e gr e at est i m p a ct o n Bl a c k st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt i n A P. O bs er vi n g t h e n e ar -u ni v ers al a gr e e m e nt  a m o n g t h e s u b gr o u ps s h o w e d h o w 

t his v ari a bl e tr a ns c e n d e d r a c e, t y p ol o g y, a n d e x p eri e n c e i n t h e mi n ds of t h e c o ns orti u m 
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r es p o n d e nts. T his w as ali g n e d wit h t h e c o n c e pt of i nt ers e cti o n alit y f o u n d wit hi n C R T, w h er e all 

f a c ets of t h e s o ci al d y n a mi c m ust b e c o nsi d er e d ( Ki m, 2 0 2 1). 

I m pli c ati o ns  

T his r es e ar c h ai m e d t o i d e ntif y p ot e nti al b arri ers Bl a c k st u d e nts f a c e i n e nr olli n g i n A P 

c o urs e w or k. B as e d o n t h e q u a ntit ati v e a n al ysis of t h e p er c e pti o ns of hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors 

wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m, it c a n b e c o n cl u d e d t h at p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors, as w ell 

as c ertifi e d st aff (t e a c h ers a n d s c h o ol c o u ns el ors) h a v e t h e gr e at est i m p a ct o n A P e nr oll m e nt f or 

Bl a c k st u d e nts.   T h e r es e ar c h als o dis c o v er e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts wit hi n t h e C A M E R A 

c o ns orti u m p arti ci p at e d i n a n d s u c c e e d e d at hi g h er  l e v els t h a n t h eir s a m e r a c e p e ers a cr oss O hi o 

a n d t h e n ati o n. W hil e t h e st u d e nts’ o ut c o m es w er e p ositi v e, ur b a n a n d s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors 

dis a gr e e d wit h h o w t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e r e pr es e nt e d i n A P c o urs es. T h e r es e ar c h pr o vi d e d 

e n c o ur a gi n g r es ults r e g ar di n g Bl a c k st u d e nt p arti ci p ati o n a n d p erf or m a n c e i n A P, b ut t h e r es ults 

s h o ul d b e a p pr o a c h e d wit h c a uti o n d u e t o t h e l a c k of st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e f o u n d wit hi n t h e 

d at a.  T h e s m all s a m pl e si z e p ot e nti all y s k e w e d t h e r es ults of t h e d at a c oll e cti o n d u e  t o t h e 

p ossi bilit y of m ulti pl e r es p o n d e nts fr o m o n e distri ct c o m pl eti n g t h e s ur v e y c a usi n g t h at distri ct’s 

i nf or m ati o n t o b e o v err e pr es e nt e d c o m p ar e d t o si n gl e r es p o ns e distri cts. 

T h e first r es e ar c h q u esti o n e x pl or e d t h e p er c e nt a g e of Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P 

c o urs es i n hi g h s c h o ols wit h t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m as r e p ort e d b y pri n ci p als. T o e x pl or e t h e 

o v er ar c hi n g q u esti o n of i d e ntif yi n g b arri ers Bl a c k st u d e nts f a c e d i n e nr olli n g  i n A P, s u b-

q u esti o ns n e e d e d t o b e e x pl or e d t o b uil d a d e e p er u n d erst a n di n g of t his m ultif a c et e d iss u e. T h e 

st u d y i d e ntifi e d t h at 3 4. 1 2 % of A P e nr oll m e nt c o nsist e d of Bl a c k st u d e nts. Of t h es e st u d e nts, 

6 7 % s at f or t h e A P e n d of c o urs e e x a m a n d al m ost 4 2 % o f t h e st u d e nts p ass e d wit h a t hr e e or 

hi g h er.   A r e vi e w of r e c e nt A P t est s c or es n ati o n all y w er e e x a mi n e d, a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts 
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r e pr es e nt e d o nl y 4. 3 % of A P e x a m t a k ers s c ori n g a 3 or hi g h er.  I n c o m p aris o n, 5 5 % of W hit e 

st u d e nts r e c ei v e d a s c or e of 3 or hi g h er. ( At a h u e n e, 2 0 2 1; Ki m, 2 0 2 1). A c c or di n g t o C h att erji et 

al. ( 2 0 2 1), f or e v er y 1, 0 0 0 Bl a c k O hi o st u d e nts d uri n g t h e 2 0 1 5 -2 0 1 6 s c h o ol y e ar: 4 8 w o ul d t a k e 

a n A P c o urs e; 3 6 w o ul d t a k e a n A P t est; a n d o nl y 1 0 w o ul d r e c ei v e a p assi n g s c or e of t hr e e or 

hi g h er ( p. 2 1). T his s h o w e d t h at fr o m a r e pr es e nt ati o n st a n d p oi nt, Bl a c k st u d e nts i n C A M E R A 

o ut p arti ci p at e d a n d o ut p erf or m e d Bl a c k st u d e nts b ot h i n O hi o a n d n ati o n all y. D es pit e t h es e 

p ositi v e st u d e nt o ut c o m es, s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors dis a gr e e d t h at t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e 

r e pr es e nt e d e q u all y, w hil e t h eir ur b a n p e ers a gr e e d. T h es e a d mi nistr ati v e attit u d es d e m o nstr at e d 

c o nfli cti n g b el i efs, w hi c h c all e d i nt o q u esti o n t h e utilit y of t h e m e a n r es ults gi v e n t h e di v ers e 

distri ct d e m o gr a p hi cs a m o n g c o ns orti u m distri cts.   

S u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors w or k e d i n s c h o ols wit h l o w er Bl a c k st u d e nt p o p ul ati o ns t h a n 

t h eir ur b a n c o u nt er p arts. T his d e cr e as e d di v ersit y c o ul d h a v e h ei g ht e n e d t h e a d mi nistr at ors’ 

s e nsiti vit y t o t h e iss u e e v e n if t h eir st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt w as pr o p orti o n al t o t h eir st u d e nt b o d y. It 

w as c o n c ei v a bl e t h at a s u b ur b a n s c h o ol wit h a 4 % Bl a c k st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n c o ul d h a v e o nl y o n e 

or t w o Bl a c k st u d e nts i n a n A P c o urs e. W hil e t his m a y st atisti c all y s h o w t h e distri ct as b ei n g 

pr o p orti o n all y e q uit a bl e, t h e a d mi nistr at or c o ul d h a v e p er c ei v e d t h at t h e s m all n u m b er w as a 

r es ult of i n e q uit y wit hi n t h eir s yst e m. C o n v ers el y, t h e ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors wit h Bl a c k m aj orit y 

p o p ul ati o ns m a y h a v e p er c ei v e d t h eir st u d e nts as b ei n g e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d w h e n pr o p orti o n all y, 

t h e y m a y n ot h av e b e e n.  It is c o n c ei v a bl e wit hi n t h e c o nt e xt of S o ci al I d e ntit y T h e or y ur b a n 

a d mi nistr at ors wit h hi g hl y di v ers e s c h o ol s etti n gs c o nstr u ct e d s o ci al i d e ntiti es f or t h e 

e n vir o n m e nt b as e d o n t h eir d ail y e x p eri e n c e ( T ajf el, 1 9 7 2). T h e d e v el o p m e nt of t his i d e nt it y 

m a y h a v e pr o vi d e d t h e a d mi nistr at or a f als e s e ns e of r e pr es e nt ati o n b e c a us e t h eir A P cl ass es 

mirr or e d t h e g e n er al c urri c ul u m cl ass es d u e t o t h e s c h o ol’s di v ersit y.   
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E v al u ati n g t h e pri n ci p al's p er c e pti o ns of h o w t h eir st u d e nts w er e r e pr es e nt e d wit hi n A P 

w as criti c al f or t h e st u d y b e c a us e t h e pri n ci p al, as t h e a c a d e mi c l e a d er of t h e b uil di n g, c o ul d a ct 

as a c h a n g e a g e nt b y cr e ati n g t h e s c h e d ul e a n d all o c ati n g r es o ur c es t o a d dr ess t h e iss u es wit hi n 

t h eir b uil di n g.  T h e hist ori c al f o u n d ati o n of fir ml y e ntr e n c h e d s yst e mi c r a cis m s e e ps i nt o o ur 

e d u c ati o n s yst e m as w ell ( H o c hs c hil d, 1 9 8 4 ; Pr a g er, 1 9 7 2). I n or d er f or t h e b uil di n g 

a d mi nistr at or t o b e a c h a n g e a g e nt, t h e y m ust a ct wit h i nt e nti o n alit y t o c o nfr o nt a d e e pl y r o ot e d 

s yst e m sl a nt e d a g ai nst t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts ( C hrist o p h er, 2 0 1 6). Fi n di n g t h at t h e C A M E R A 

s c h o ols p oss ess e d m or e Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P a n d t h at t h e y p erf or m e d at a hi g h er r at e t h a n t h e 

st at e a n d n ati o n al a v e r a g es s ur pris e d m e. T h e r es ults i n di c at e d t o m e t h at p er h a ps, d u e t o t h e 

distri cts’ f o c us o n i m pr o vi n g di v ersit y wit hi n t h eir s yst e m,  t h es e s c h o ols w er e m or e r es p o nsi v e 

t o t h e n e e ds of t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts t h a n t h os e w h o di d n ot h a v e t his f o c us. A d diti o n all y, I w as 

s ur pris e d b y t h e r es ults b et w e e n ur b a n a n d s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors. I w o ul d h a v e s ur mis e d t h at 

ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors di d n ot f e el t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e r e pr es e nt e d e q u all y, b ut t his diff er e d 

fr o m t h e a ct u al r es ults. R efl e cti n g o n t his r es ult, I b eli e v e d t his c o ul d h a v e st e m m e d fr o m t h es e 

a d mi nistr at ors h a vi n g hi g h er p er c e nt a g es of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h eir b uil di n gs. S o m e distri cts i n 

t h e c o ns orti u m h a v e a Bl a c k m aj orit y st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n, s o t h e y w er e m or e li k el y t o s e e Bl a c k 

st u d e nts wit hi n t h eir A P c o urs es. I a p pr o a c h e d t h es e r es ults wit h c a uti o n gi v e n t h e l o w 

r es p o n d e nt r at e t o m y s ur v e y a n d t h e l a c k of st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e.  Tr o c hi m et al. ( 2 0 1 6) n ot e d 

t h at e xt er n al v ali dit y t hr e ats o c c urr e d fr o m p e o pl e, pl a c es, a n d ti m e, w hi c h m a y h a v e o c c urr e d 

wit hi n t h e st u d y. W hil e t h e p er c e nt a g e of s ur v e ys t ur n e d i n w as a b o ut w h at is e x p e ct e d ( 4 0 %), 

t h e l o w n u m b er m a y h a v e s k e w e d t h e r es ults. If t h er e w er e m ulti pl e r es p o n d e nts fr o m o n e 

distri ct, t his c o ul d h a v e p us h e d t h e m e a n t o a n artifi ci all y hi g h or l o w n u m b er. T h e c o ns ort i u m is 

c o m p os e d of distri cts t h at h a v e a wi d e arr a y of d e m o gr a p hi c diff er e n c es. T h e distri ct s a m pl e 
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c o nt ai n e d a l ar g e, ur b a n p u bli c s c h o ol distri ct. T h e n u m b er of a d mi nistr at ors w h o c o ul d h a v e 

r es p o n d e d w as l ar g e, b ut if o nl y o n e or t w o r e pli e d, t h e d at a c o ul d b e s k e w e d. T his iss u e c o ul d 

b e e x a c er b at e d if a s m all er, m or e affl u e nt distri ct h a d m ulti pl e a d mi nistr at ors r es p o n d. T h e d at a 

s h o w e d tr e n ds a n d g a v e i nsi g ht i nt o t h e pri n ci p als’ p ers p e cti v e o n r e pr es e nt ati o n i n A P f or t h eir 

Bl a c k st u d e nts, b ut f urt h er i n v esti g ati o n w o ul d b e n e e d e d t o e ns ur e t h e d at a w as a tr u e 

r e pr es e nt ati o n of e a c h distri ct.   

T h e st u d y d at a f or r es e ar c h q u esti o n t w o r e g ar di n g t h e s c h o ol -r el at e d f a ct ors t h at li mit e d 

Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P i n di c at e d t h at c ertifi e d -st aff w er e o n e of t h e t w o bi g g est 

i nfl u e n c es o n m atri c ul ati o n. C o nt ai n e d u n d er t h e u m br ell a of t h e c ertifi e d-st aff v ari a bl e, t h e 

C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors n ot e d h o w t e a c h ers of t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts h a d l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns f or 

t h e m w h e n c o m p ar e d t o t h eir W hit e st u d e nts. T h e st u d y s h o w e d t h at r es p o n d e nts h el d str o n g 

b eli efs a b o ut t e a c h ers h a vi n g l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns f or t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts w h e n c o m p ar e d t o t h eir 

W hit e st u d e nts.  H ar b at ki n ( 2 0 2 1) cit e d t h at t e a c h er p er c e pti o n w as e v e n str o n g er f or Bl a c k 

st u d e nts t h a n f or w hit e st u d e nts.  W hit a k er ( 2 0 1 9) n ot e d t h at m a n y W hit e t e a c h ers w er e ill -

pr e p ar e d t o eff e cti v el y t e a c h er Bl a c ks st u d e nts a n d m a y h a v e ill -c o n c ei v e d c o nstr u cts of h o w 

Bl a c ks st u d e nts l e ar n. I n a d diti o n t o t h es e c o nstr u cts, t h e W hit e t e a c h er h a d t h e p o w er t o e x cl u d e 

st u d e nts  b y wit h h ol di n g r e c o m m e n d ati o ns f or a c c e pt a n c e i nt o A P c o urs e w or k, s er vi n g as a 

p ot e nti al b arri er. J effri es & Sil v er n ail ( 2 0 1 7) cit e d 5 8. 8 % of A P e nr oll m e nts w er e b as e d o n 

t e a c h er r ef err als. R es p o n d e nts als o n ot e d t h e l a c k of s a m e r a c e t e a c h ers a n d t h at t h eir Bl a c k 

st u d e nts w er e l ess li k el y t o b e e n c o ur a g e d t o e nr oll i n A P as iss u es w hi c h i m p a ct e d A P 

e nr oll m e nt.  M arti n & Br o o ks ( 2 0 2 0) c o nt e n d e d  t h at p o or p oli c y aft er t h e Br o w n  r uli n g cr e at e d 

a n e n vir o n m e nt w h er e t h e Bl a c k t e a c hi n g w or kf or c e w as  s e v er el y d a m a g e d. T his iss u e w as  

f urt h er c o m p o u n d e d b y Bl a c k st u d e nts n a vi g ati n g t h e e d u c ati o n al e n vir o n m e nt wit h o ut t e a c h ers 
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w h o l o o k e d li k e t h e m. Bl a c k st u d e nts m a y str u g gl e t o s e e t h e v al u e of b e c o mi n g a n e d u c at or 

w h e n t h e  pr of essi o n is i n a pr e d o mi n at el y W hit e s p a c e.  Griss o m  et al. ( 2 0 2 0) f o u n d t h at h a vi n g a 

d e m o gr a p hi c all y si mil ar t e a c h er w as als o ass o ci at e d wit h m o v e m e nt i nt o h o n ors a n d A P c o urs es. 

M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) el a b or at e d o n t h e s h ort a g e of Afri c a n A m eri c a n t e a c h ers a n d e x pl ai n e d t h at 

t e a c h ers of t h e s a m e r a c e t e n d e d t o b eli e v e t h eir st u d e nts w er e gift e d m or e oft e n t h a n t e a c h ers of 

a diff er e nt r a c e.   

T h e m et h o d ol o g y, i n m y o pi ni o n, i nfl u e n c e d t h e eff e cti v e n ess of t h e st u d y wit h r e g ar d t o 

t h e e x pl or ati o n of t his r es e ar c h q u esti o n. T h e f a ct or a n al ysis r e d u c e d t h es e c o m p o n e nts i nt o o n e 

l at e nt v ari a bl e. T his n e g at e d t h e a bilit y t o e x a mi n e w hi c h i n di vi d u al c o m p o n e nt h a d t h e gr e at est 

i m p a ct as a b arri er. T h e d at a s u p p ort e d w ell-est a blis h e d r es e ar c h s urr o u n di n g t h e i m p a ct t h at 

c ertifi e d -st aff h a v e o n st u d e nts, b ut it w as diffi c ult t o as c ert ai n w hi c h iss u e w as t h e m ost 

i m p a ctf ul o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt. F urt h er a n al ysis of t h e c ertifi e d-st aff v ari a bl e dis pl a y e d a 

l a c k of c orr el ati o n al str e n gt h wit hi n t h e l at e nt v ari a bl e w hi c h w as s ur prisi n g gi v e n t h e str e n gt h of 

t h e f a ct or l o a ds. T h e s a m pl e si z e i m p a ct e d t h e r es ults a n d st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e of t h e v ari a bl e, 

b ut r es p o n d e nt r es p o ns es w er e i n li n e wit h w h at r es e ar c h i n di c at e d t o o k pl a c e i n o ur s c h o ols 

wit h t h e st aff -st u d e nt r el ati o ns hi p, w h er e t h e c o n n e cti o n wit h a t e a c h er w as a r e as o n t h e st u d e nt 

o pt e d t o t a k e a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k ( K oll uri, 2 0 2 0 ).  

 
I nt er esti n gl y, t h e r es p o n d e nts’ r e pli es t o t h e s ur v e y c all e d i nt o q u esti o n t h eir r es p o ns es t o 

t h e r e pr es e nt ati o n i n A P c o urs es. W hil e t h e r es p o n d e nts n ot e d t h at t h e y b eli e v e d t h eir Bl a c k 

st u d e nts h a d l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns fr o m t h eir t e a c h ers a n d w er e l ess li k el y t o b e e n c o ur a g e d t o 

e nr oll i n A P, t h e y p arti ci p at e d a n d p erf or m e d b ett er t h a n t h eir p e ers a cr oss t h e st at e a n d 

n ati o n all y. T h eir a n e c d ot al r es p o ns es t o t h e q u esti o ns di d n ot m at c h t h e d at a. A q u alit ati v e 

m et h o d ol o g y m a y h a v e b e e n b ett er a bl e t o t e as e o ut t his diff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e r es e ar c h 
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q u esti o ns. R e g ar dl ess of t h e st u d y r es ults st atisti c all y, w h at t h e st u d y r e v e al e d w as t h e i m p a ct of 

t h e c ertifi e d-st aff o n st u d e nt m atri c ul ati o n i n A P wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m, s u p p orti n g w h at h as 

b e e n r es e ar c h e d i n ot h er n ati o n al st u di es.  

 T h er e ar e m a n y p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors i m p a cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d w h et h er or 

n ot t h e y e nr oll e d i n A P. T h e st u d y f o u n d t h at t h es e f a ct ors h a d t h e bi g g est i m p a ct o n st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt. T h e f a ct or a n al ysis of t h es e it e ms s h o w e d t h at t h e it e ms c o nt ai n e d h er e gr o u p e d 

t o g et h er t o cr e at e t h e bi g g est i m p e di m e nt f or Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr olli n g i n A P. C o nt ai n e d wit hi n 

t his v ari a bl e w er e t h e i m p a ct of p o v ert y, c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n al l e v els, a n d p e er i nfl u e n c e. T h es e 

r es ults di d n ot s ur pris e m e b e c a us e of t h e w ell-est a blis h e d r es e ar c h s urr o u n di n g p o v ert y, b ut I 

w as a m a z e d t h at all it e ms i n t his ar e a w er e a bl e t o b e r e d u c e d t o o n e l at e nt v ari a bl e. I f elt t his 

c o nstr ai n e d t h e st u d y b e c a us e I w as t h e n u n a bl e t o e xtr a p ol at e w hi c h it e m u n d er t his u m br ell a 

h a d t h e gr e at e st i m p a ct. Gi v e n t his c o nstr ai nt, I f o u n d it i nt er esti n g t h at t his v ari a bl e w as t h e 

m ost i m p a ctf ul. R efl e cti n g u p o n t h e r es p o n d e nts' a ns w ers, I w as l eft wit h t h e q u esti o n t h at I 

b eli e v e c o nf o u n d e d m ost e d u c at ors - “ H o w d o y o u fi x t h e t hi n gs b e y o n d y o ur c o nt r ol ? ” M ost of 

t h e it e ms c o nt ai n e d wit hi n t his v ari a bl e w er e o utsi d e t h e r es p o n d e nts’ s p h er e of i nfl u e n c e. 

N o wi c ki & U .S . G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e ( 2 0 1 8) n ot e d h o w h u n g er a n d   h o m el ess n ess 

w er e s o ur c es of s c h o ol c h all e n g es. M or g a n’s ( 2 0 2 0) r es e ar c h r e v e al e d t h at h ars h li vi n g 

c o n diti o ns c o ul d c a us e c hil dr e n t o b e b e hi n d t h eir p e ers u p o n b e gi n ni n g t h eir e d u c ati o n. T h es e 

st u d e nts w er e t h e n t as k e d wit h c at c hi n g u p t hr o u g h o ut t h e r e m ai n d er of t h eir e d u c ati o n al 

e x p eri e n c e. K oll uri ( 2 0 2 0 ) st at e d, “ 2 9. 1 % of st u d e nts w h os e p ar e nts di d n ot fi nis h hi g h s c h o ol 

t o o k at l e ast o n e A P cl ass b y gr a d u ati o n, c o m p ar e d wit h 5 4. 4 % of t h os e w h os e p ar e nts e ar n e d a 

c oll e g e d e gr e e ” ( p. 3 1). A d mi nistr at ors ar e u n a bl e t o c o ntr ol f or p o v ert y a n d c ar e gi v er 

e d u c ati o n al l e v els. W hil e t h e y c a n b e c o m e i n v ol v e d i n c o m b ati n g n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es, t h er e 
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w er e gr e at er c ult ur al a n d c o m m u nit y f or c es p ulli n g at st u d e nts o utsi d e of t h e w alls of t h e s c h o ol 

t h at c o ul d p ers u a d e d e cisi o n m a ki n g.  

 T his r efl e cti o n g e n er at e d a n ot h er q u esti o n t h at m a y h a v e b e e n b ett er e x pl or e d wit h a 

q u alit ati v e m et h o d ol o g y - D u e t o n ot b ei n g a bl e t o c o ntr ol t h es e f a ct ors, d o e d u c at ors assi g n m or e 

bl a m e t o t h e m as a n e x c us e ? If w e d e n o u n c e t h e t hi n gs w e c a n n ot c o ntr ol,  w e c a n t h e n s hift t h e 

bl a m e t o t h es e f a ct ors a n d n ot o ur pr a cti c es wit hi n t h e b uil di n gs. T h er e m a y h a v e b e e n i m pli cit 

bi as wit hi n t h e r es p o n d e nt a ns w ers t h at c o ul d b e b ett er e x pl or e d wit h a diff er e nt m et h o d ol o g y.    

 T h e l ast c o m p o n e nt of t h e r es e ar c h e x pl or e d w h et h er t h er e w er e st atisti c al diff er e n c es 

b et w e e n t h e s a m pl e r es p o n d e nts b as e d o n t h eir d e m o gr a p hi c c h ar a ct eristi cs. B y e x a mi ni n g t h es e 

r el ati o ns hi ps, t h e g o al w as t o b e a bl e t o i d e ntif y if t h er e w er e diff er e n ces i n t h e p er c e pti o ns of 

a d mi nistr at ors b as e d o n t h eir p ers o n al or distri ct d e m o gr a p hi cs. E x a mi ni n g t h es e diff er e n c es w as 

w h at hi g hli g ht e d t h at ur b a n a n d s u b ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors dis a gr e e d o n h o w t h eir st u d e nts w er e 

r e pr es e nt e d i n A P. A d diti o n all y, t his a n al ysis u n e art h e d diff er e n c es b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d W hit e 

a d mi nistr at ors, wit h Bl a c k a d mi nistr at ors a gr e ei n g t h at c ertifi e d st aff h a v e a l ar g e i m p a ct o n 

st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P, w hil e W hit e a d mi nistr at ors di d n ot a gr e e or dis a gr e e.  T h e W hit e 

a d mi nistr at ors vi e w c o nfli ct e d wit h M or g a n’s ( 2 0 2 0) r es e ar c h, w hi c h n ot e d t h at s c h o ols wit h 

m or e mi n orit y t e a c h ers h a d m or e mi n orit y e nr oll m e nt i n a d v a n c e d cl ass es.  T his r es ult w as 

s ur prisi n g gi v e n t h e str e n gt h of t h e r el ati o ns hi ps w h e n t h e f a ct or a n al ysis w as c o m pl et e d. 

R e c o g niti o n of t his dis cr e p a n c y br o u g ht a b o ut q u esti o ns of h o w bi as m a y h a v e pl a y e d a p art i n 

t h e r es p o n d e nt’s a ns w ers. C o ul d t h e Bl a c k a d mi nistr at or h a v e r es p o n d e d b as e d o n t h eir li v e d 

e x p eri e n c e or w as t h e r es p o ns e r o ot e d i n w h at t h e y e x p eri e n c e d i n t h eir c urr e nt s c h o ol b uil di n g ?   

 T h e r es e ar c h als o s h o w e d str o n g r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n all of t h e d e m o gr a p hi c s u b gr o u ps 

a n d t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e. T h es e gr o u ps w er e ali g n e d i n t h eir r es p o ns es t h at t his v ari a bl e h a d t h e 
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bi g g est i m p a ct o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. Gi v e n t h e s m all s a m pl e si z e a n d t h e 

n e gli gi bl e m a g nit u d e of t h e r el ati o ns hi ps, I a g ai n q u esti o n e d w h et h er t h e q u a ntit ati v e a p pr o a c h 

t o t his r es e ar c h g a v e a c o m pl et e a ns w er t o t h e q u esti o n. A q u alit ati v e m eth o d ol o g y w o ul d h a v e 

all o w e d f or f urt h er i n q uir y as t o w h y t h es e r es ults w er e w h at t h e y w er e. U n d erst a n di n g t h e 

b a c k gr o u n d of t h e r es p o n d e nts a n d h o w t h at p ot e nti all y i nfl u e n c e d t h eir r es p o ns e w o ul d pr o vi d e 

b ett er c o nt e xt t o t h e r es ults of t h e st u d y. S e ei n g  t h at al m ost all d e m o gr a p hi c s u b gr o u ps i d e ntifi e d 

t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e as t h e m ost i m p a ctf ul, it w o ul d h a v e b e e n m or e i nf or m ati v e t o e x pl or e t h e 

it e ms wit hi n t h e v ari a bl e s e p ar at el y, as o p p os e d t o o n e all-e n c o m p assi n g v ari a bl e. W as it p o v ert y 

or t h e c ult u r al a n d c o m m u nit y i m p a ct of “ a cti n g W hit e ” t h at w as k e e pi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m 

e nr olli n g i n A P ?  K oll uri ( 2 0 2 0 ) w o ul d ar g u e t h at mi n orit y st u d e nts str u g gl e t o m o v e b e y o n d t h e 

s o ci al i m p a cts of d oi n g w ell i n a d v a n c e d c o urs es. J effri es & Sil v er n ail ( 2 0 1 7) o p i n e d t h at 

s o ci o e c o n o mi c diff er e n c es c a us e d t h e dis cr e p a n c y b et w e e n W hit es a n d Bl a c ks i n A P. T h e f a ct or 

a n al ysis d et er mi n e d it w as all i m p a ctf ul, b ut l e ar ni n g dir e ctl y fr o m Bl a c k s u b ur b a n v ers us W hit e 

ur b a n a d mi nistr at ors w h y p o v ert y w as a li miti n g f a ct or w o ul d h a v e pr o vi d e d a ri c h er e x p eri e n c e 

f or t h e r es e ar c h.  

Dis c ussi o n  

 Al m ost 2 5 0 y e ars aft er T h o m as J eff ers o n d e cl ar e d t h at “ all m e n ar e e q u al, ” o ur c o u ntr y 

r e m ai ns mir e d i n f or ms of i n e q uit y w hi c h h a v e b e e n i n gr ai n e d t hr o u g h ti m e a n d, i n s o m e c as es, 

l a w. N o w h er e is t his i n e q uit y m or e d a m a gi n g t h a n i n o ur n ati o n’s s c h o ols. Ed u c ati o n is s u p p os e d 

t o b e a v e hi cl e t o w ar d e q uit y a n d t h e pr o vi d er of o p p ort u nit y. E v e n as pr o gr ess h as b e e n m a d e i n 

l e gisl ati n g e q uit y wit hi n o ur s c h o ols, t h er e is still l e g al i n e q uit y f o u n d wit hi n t h e o p p ort u niti es 

f or Bl a c k st u d e nts t o e nr oll i n A P c ours e w or k. T his q u a ntit ati v e st u d y e x pl or e d w h at pri n ci p als 

i n a N ort h e ast O hi o c o ns orti u m b eli e v e d t o b e t h e bi g g est b arri ers k e e pi n g t h eir st u d e nts fr o m 
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e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es. T h e st u d y d et er mi n e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h e c o ns orti u m e nr oll e d a n d 

p erf or m e d at hi g h er r at es t h a n ot h er Bl a c k st u d e nts a cr oss t h e st at e a n d n ati o n. E v e n wit h t his 

e x e m pl ar y d at a, pri n ci p als wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m n ot e d t h at t e a c h ers h a d l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns f or 

t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts w h e n c o m p ar e d t o t h eir W hit e st u d e nts. E x a c er b ati n g t his iss u e w as t h e l a c k 

of Bl a c k e d u c at ors f o u n d i n t h e st u d y, s u p p orti n g w h at w as f o u n d i n c urr e nt lit er at ur e 

s urr o u n di n g t h e t o pi c. T h e y als o n ot e d h o w p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors li k e p o v ert y a n d 

n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es pr es e nt e d pr o bl e ms f or Bl a c k st u d e nts att e m pti n g t o a c c ess A P c o urs es. 

C o m p o n e nts of r a cis m, criti c al r a c e t h e or y, a n d s o ci al -i d e ntit y t h e or y, e x a mi n e d wit hi n t h e 

t h e or eti c al fr a m ew or k, w er e affir m e d wit hi n t h e st u d y; pr es e nti n g a b arri er t o e nr oll m e nt. 

E x a mi ni n g t h e b arri ers i n N ort h e ast O hi o m a y i nfl u e n c e h o w ot h ers a cr oss t h e st at e a n d n ati o n 

e n g a g e t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d h o w t h e y attr a ct a n d r et ai n Bl a c k e d u c at ors t o t h eir dis tri ct.  

Bl a c k st u d e nt e n r oll m e nt i n A P  

T his st u d y d e m o nstr at e d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P m a d e u p 3 4. 1 2 % of t h e st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt. T his w as al m ost e q u al t o t h e t ot al Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt a v er a g e i n t h e 

c o ns orti u m at 3 9. 6 1 %. T h e fi n di n gs wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m c o ntr a di ct e d t h e r es e ar c h w hi c h 

s h o w e d t h at f or e v er y 1, 0 0 0 Bl a c k O hi o st u d e nts d uri n g t h e 2 0 1 5 -2 0 1 6 s c h o ol y e ar, 4 8 w o ul d 

t a k e a n A P c o urs e ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1). T h e c o ns orti u m d at a als o c o ntr a di ct e d t h e r es e ar c h o n 

Bl a c k st u d e nt e n g a g e m e nt a n d p erf or m a n c e o n t h e E O C e x a ms i n A P. I n  t h e c o ns orti u m, Bl a c k 

st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P c o urs es p arti ci p at e d i n t h e E O C 6 7. 2 8 % of t h e ti m e a n d o bt ai n e d a 3  or 

hi g h er o n t h e e x a m 4 1. 8 8 % of t h e ti m e. C h att erji et al. ( 2 0 2 1) c o nti n u e d t o r e p ort t h at o nl y 3 6 o f 

1, 0 0 0 Bl a c k O hi o A P st u d e nts w o ul d sit f or t h e e x a m a n d of t h os e st u d e nts, o nl y 1 0 w o ul d 

r e c ei v e a 3  or hi g h er ( p. 2 1). T h e i n cr e di bl e diff er e n c es f o u n d wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m 

w arr a nt f urt h er st u d y t o d et er mi n e w h at pr a cti c es ar e b ei n g e m pl o y e d t o s h o w s u c h p ositi v e d at a. 
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R e pli c ati n g t his d at a a cr oss t h e n ati o n w o ul d c o nsi d er a bl y r e d u c e t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p d et ail e d b y 

t h e U. S. D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n Offi c e f or Ci vil Ri g hts ( 2 0 1 4), w hi c h r el a y e d t h at mi n oriti es 

s u c h as Bl a c k a n d L ati n x w er e f o u n d t o c o m pris e o nl y 2 7 % of st u d e nts t a ki n g A P cl ass es, y et 

t h e y m a d e u p 3 7 % of st u d e nts i n hi g h s c h o ols.  

 Eff orts t o i n cr e as e Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P h a v e b e e n u n d er w a y. Bl a c k st u d e nt 

p arti ci p ati o n i n A P c o urs e w or k e x p a n d e d b y o v er 2 0 0 % fr o m 1 9 9 4 -2 0 1 3, h o w e v er, Bl a c k 

st u d e nts s c or e d c o nsi d er a bl y l o w er t h a n t h eir p e ers ( D arli n g -A d u a n a & H ei nri c h, 2 0 2 0; K oll uri, 

2 0 1 8). B ell, t hr o u g h a Criti c al R a c e T h e or y l e ns, o pi n e d t h at t his i n vit ati o n f or Bl a c ks i nt o A P 

o nl y s er v es t h e p oliti c al a g e n d a of a W hit e m aj orit y s o ci et y, w h o s o u g ht t o m ai nt ai n its 

t e c h n ol o gi c al a d v a nt a g e o v er a h ar d-c h ar gi n g f or ei g n p o w er  ( 19 8 0) . T o m ai nt ai n o ur t e n u o us 

gri p as t h e w orl d’s pri m ar y s u p er p o w er, t h e n ati o n n e e ds m or e st u d e nts t a ki n g a d v a n c e d 

c o urs e w or k. I n viti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts i nt o t h e c o urs es is n ot e n o u g h t o e ns ur e a s u c c essf ul 

e x p eri e n c e t h o u g h. Bl a c k st u d e nts s h o ul d b e pr o vi d e d wit h t h e f o u n d ati o n al e x p eri e n c es n e e d e d 

t o b e a d e q u at el y pr e p ar e d f or t his l e v el of c o urs e w or k. S c h o ols s h o ul d b e r e q uir e d t o d e v el o p 

pr o gr a m mi n g a n d i d e ntifi c ati o n p oli ci es t h at will m or e e q uit a bl y i d e ntif y a n d e nr oll Bl a c k 

st u d e nts i n a d v a n c e d tr a c k  w or k. M or g a n ( 2 0 2 0) st at e d t h at hi g h -a bilit y st u d e nts of c ol or w er e 

l ess li k el y t o b e e nr oll e d i n ri g or o us c o urs es a n d pl a c e d i n gift e d e d u c ati o n pr o gr a ms, w hi c h w as 

oft e n a g at e w a y t o m or e a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. T his c o urs e w or k w as n e e d e d b e c a us e it b e c a m e  a 

pr e di ct or of f ut ur e s u c c ess f or st u d e nts. M a n y of t h e distri cts wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m h a v e r o b ust 

gift e d pr o gr a m mi n g, w hi c h i d e ntifi es st u d e nts e arl y a n d pr o vi d es s u m m er pr o gr a m mi n g t o 

e n a bl e m or e s u c c essf ul e x p eri e n c es. O n e distri ct wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m d e v el o ps a s u m m er l o n g 

t ut ori al pr o gr a m f or t h os e w h o ar e t a ki n g a d v a n c e d m at h at t h e el e m e nt ar y a n d mi d dl e s c h o ol 

a g es. T his all o ws t h e st u d e nts t o e nt er t h e a d v a n c e d cl assr o o m wit h a ri c h er b a c k gr o u n d t h a n 
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t h os e w h o h a v e h a d n o e x p os ur e t o hi g h er l e v el c o nt e nt. If a c c ess t o gift e d pr o gr a m mi n g is a n 

i n di c at or of A P s u c c ess, a n d t a ki n g A P c o urs es a n d p assi n g t h e E O C is a n i n di c at or of c oll e g e 

s u c c ess, s c h o ols m ust pr o vi d e e q uit a bl e a c c ess t o t h e f o u n d ati o n al s yst e ms a v ail a bl e t o e ns ur e 

st u d e nts  c a n s u c c essf ull y e nr oll i n a n d c o m pl et e A P c o urs es.   

R e c o m m e n d ati o ns f or A cti o n f or I n cr e asi n g Bl a c k St u d e nt E nr oll m e nt  

T h e C e nt er f or A m eri c a n Pr o gr ess r e c o m m e n d e d a s eri es of a cti o ns t h at s c h o ols m a y 

e m pl o y t o i m pr o v e a c c ess f or Bl a c k st u d e nts. W hil e e v er y s c h o ol distri ct m ust a d dr ess t h es e 

a cti o ns o n a i n di vi d u al b asis, t h e f oll o wi n g g ui d eli n es w er e r e c o m m e n d e d. First, “ o n e t hi n g t h at 

p oli c y m a k ers at b ot h t h e f e d er al a n d st at e l e v els c a n d o ri g ht n o w is e ns ur e t h at t h er e ar e cl e ar, 

tr a ns p ar e nt, a n d dis a g gr e g at e d d at a a v ail a bl e o n a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k off eri n gs, p arti ci p ati o n 

l e v els, a n d o ut c o m es f or hi g h s c h o ol st u d e nts ” (C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1). T his v al u a bl e i nf or m ati o n 

w o ul d pr o vi d e s c h o ol distri cts wit h n e c ess ar y d at a a b o ut a n y o p p ort u nit y g a ps t h at e xist e d a n d 

w o ul d all o w st u d e nts t o m a k e i nf or m e d d e cisi o ns a b o ut w h et h er t h e distri cts off er a d v a n c e d 

l e v el c o urs e w or k. In a d diti o n, C h att erji et al., ( 2 0 2 1) b eli e v e d t h at st at es s h o ul d i n cl u d e 

i nf or m ati o n o n all ki n ds of a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k o n t h e st at e r e p ort c ar ds s o t h at 

i nf or m ati o n w as r e a dil y a v ail a bl e t o t h e p u bli c. 

Distri cts n e e d t o b e h el d a c c o u nt a bl e f or t h eir mi n orit y st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n a d v a n c e d 

c o urs e w or k. T his c o ul d b e d o n e b y e x pli citl y r e p orti n g t his d at a o n t h e st at e r e p ort c ar d. Distri cts 

c o ul d r e c ei v e a hi g h er “ e q uit y s c or e ” o n t h e r e p ort c ar d f or o bt ai n i n g b e n c h m ar ks t o w ar d distri ct 

pr o p orti o n alit y. T h er e ar e n e g ati v es t o t his s ort of r e p orti n g b e c a us e t h e h ar d d at a d o es n ot t a k e 

i nt o a c c o u nt t h e d ail y f u n cti o n of t h e s c h o ol. Ess e nti all y, t his w o ul d o nl y s er v e as a d at a p oi nt 

b ut c o ul d i n di c at e t h e eff or ts of t h e l o c al distri ct t o s hri n k t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p f or t h eir st u d e nts. 

T his m et h o d c o ul d als o p ot e nti all y u nf airl y p u nis h or r e w ar d distri cts w h o h a v e s c h o ol 
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d e m o gr a p hi cs wit h v er y hi g h or l o w Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt. I n t h e c as e of A P e nr oll m e nt, 

w h er e m a n y h a v e cit e d t h e b e n efits, t h e ris k m a y b e w ort h t h e r e w ar d t o h el p h ol d s c h o ols t o 

a c c o u nt f or i nt e nti o n all y i d e ntif yi n g t h os e Bl a c k, or a n y mi n oriti z e d gr o u p, st u d e nts w h o c o ul d 

b e s u c c essf ul i n t h e c o urs es. B y d oi n g s o, t h e r es e ar c h s h o ws t h at t h e st u d e nts w o ul d b e b ett er 

pr e p ar e d f or c oll e g e -l e v el c o urs e w or k a n d i n cr e as e t h eir c h a n c es of gr a d u ati n g wit h a b a c h el or's 

d e gr e e.  

T h e n e xt a cti o n t h at st at es c o ul d t a k e w o ul d b e t o s e e k a c c ess t o f e d er al a n d st at e f u n ds 

a n d t o us e t h os e f u n ds t o cr e at e p art n ers hi ps wit h gr o u ps a n d or g a ni z ati o ns t o i n cr e as e a n d 

e x p a n d a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k off eri n gs ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1). F or e x a m pl e, i n t h e st at e of 

K e nt u c k y, t h er e is a p art n ers hi p b et w e e n t h e K e nt u c k y D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n a n d t h e 

N ati o n al M at h a n d S ci e n c e I niti ati v e c all e d A d v a n c e K e nt u c k y. A c c or di n g t o t h e 

A d v a n c e K e nt u c k y w e bsit e, “t h e g o als of t h e pr o gr a m ar e t o i n cr e as e t h e n u m b er of st u d e nts 

e nr olli n g i n A P m at h e m ati cs, s ci e n c e, E n glis h, C a pst o n e, a n d c o m p ut er s ci e n c e c o urs es a n d t o 

str e n gt h e n t h e t e a c hi n g of t h os e c o urs es ” ( w w w. a d v a n c e k e nt u c k y. c o m ). St at es a n d distri cts 

s h o ul d c a pit ali z e o n f e d er al f u n di n g fr o m t h e E v er y St u d e nt S u c c e e ds A ct ( E S S A) a n d t h e 

A m eri c a n R es c u e Pl a n A ct t o a u g m e nt t h eir a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k off eri n gs a n d t o i n cr e as e ri g or 

i n t h eir e ntir e c urri c ul u m ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1). 

O n t h e l o c al l e v el, distri cts n e e d t o c ar ef ull y e x a mi n e t h eir c urr e nt pr a cti c es t o e ns ur e  

t h at all t o ols a n d r es o ur c es us e d ar e e v al u at e d t o e ns ur e t h e y ar e c ult ur all y s e nsiti v e t o t h e n e e ds 

of t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts. T h e distri ct t h e n n e e ds t o cr e at e a p oli c y s urr o u n di n g t h e i d e ntifi c ati o n of 

st u d e nts f or a d v a n c e d -l e v el c o urs e w or k at t h e el e m e ntar y l e v el. T o i m pr o v e Bl a c k st u d e nt a c c ess 

t o a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k, s c h o ols s h o ul d i m pl e m e nt v erti c al ali g n m e nt, or t h e c o n c e pt of 

“ m a p pi n g o ut t h e s kills a n d c o m p et e n ci es st u d e nts i n hi g h er gr a d e l e v els s h o ul d k n o w a n d usi n g 
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t h at as t h e f o u n d ati o n f or d e v el o pi n g c urri c ul a pri oriti es a n d st a n d ar ds all t h e w a y d o w n t o t h e 

ki n d er g art e n l e v el ” ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1).  T his d o es n ot r ef er t o o nl y gift e d pr o gr a m mi n g, 

w hi c h m a n y distri cts alr e a d y h a v e i n pl a c e. T his i n v ol v es pr a cti c es us e d t o i d e ntif y, s el e ct, a n d 

e nr oll st u d e nts i n a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k as a pr e c urs or t o A P.  F u n ds m a y b e us e d t o p a y f or 

pr of essi o n al d e v el o p m e nt f or t e a c h ers, w hi c h w o ul d t h e n assist st u d e nts i n pr e p ar ati o n f or 

a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k.  O n c e st u d e nts ar e i d e ntifi e d, distri cts s h o ul d c o nsi d er s u m m er a c a d e mi es 

t o pr e p ar e st u d e nts f or t h e ri g or of t h e c o urs e w or k. B y cr e ati n g t h es e pr o gr a ms, t h e str ai n of 

b ei n g i n A P l e v el c o urs es is r e d u c e d b e c a us e t h e st u d e nt will n ot b e e n g a gi n g i n s u c h a l ar g e 

tr a nsiti o n fr om g e n er al e d u c ati o n c o urs es t o t h e A P c o urs e w or k. T his s u m m er bri d g e pr o gr a m 

w o ul d l ess e n t his tr a nsiti o n a n d b ett er e n a bl e st u d e nts t o h a n dl e t h e ri g or of t h e c o urs e. Gi v e n t h e 

p ot e nti al fi n a n ci al c ost of t his s ort of pr o gr a m, p er h a ps t h e pr o gr a m w o ul d b e  f or t h os e w h o di d 

n ot h a v e t h e pr er e q uisit e s c or es/s kills t h at w o ul d i n di c at e f ut ur e s u c c ess.  

 A n ot h er a p pr o a c h s c h o ols m a y utili z e t o r e d u c e t h e b arri ers t o e nr oll m e nt i n v ol v e s t h e 

us e of “ a ut o m ati c e nr oll m e nt, ” w h er e  “st u d e nts w h o m e et b e n c h m ar k pr ofi ci e n c y l e v els o n 

st at e wi d e e x a mi n ati o ns or pr er e q uisit e c o urs es ar e a ut o m ati c all y e nr oll e d i n t h e n e xt hi g h est 

a v ail a bl e cl ass, i n cl u di n g a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k o p p ort u niti es ”  ( B arr y, 2 0 1 9). T h os e w h o wis h e d 

t o o pt o ut ar e  t h e n gi v e n t h e o p p ort u nit y, s h o ul d t h e y s o c h o os e. Ot h er s c h o ol distri cts f o u n d 

s u c c ess i n A P e nr oll m e nt n u m b ers w h e n a fr es h m a n st u d e nt w as m e nt or e d b y a n u p p er cl ass m a n 

st u d e nt w h o pr o vi d e d assist a n c e, t ut ori n g, a n d i ntr o d u cti o ns t o A P t e a c h ers. O n c e t h e fr es h m a n 

b e c a m e a s e ni or i n A P c o urs e w or k, t h e y w o ul d b e c o m e a m e nt or t h e ms el v es ( C h att erji et al., 

2 0 2 1).  
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L o w E x p e ct ati o ns f o r Bl a c k St u d e nts a n d a L a c k of Bl a c k T e a c h e rs   

T h e st u d y f o u n d t h at t h e pri n ci p als wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m h el d t h e r es e ar c h -s u p p ort e d 

n oti o n t h at t e a c h ers h a v e l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns f or t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts c o m p ar e d t o t h eir W hit e 

st u d e nts. T his n oti o n of l o w er e d e x p e ct ati o ns is gr o u n d e d i n r a cis m, w hi c h h as b e e n a f u n cti o n 

of o ur s o ci et y si n c e its i n c e pti o n. Fr eir e ( 1 9 7 0) d es cri b e d t h e dist ort e d r e aliti es t h at e xist b et w e e n 

t h e o p pr ess or a n d t h e o p pr ess e d. W hil e t h er e a p p e ar e d t o b e i m pr o v e m e nts f or Bl a c k s o ci et y 

d uri n g t h e ci vil ri g hts m o v e m e nt, m u c h of t h at w or k w as d o n e t o c o m b at t h e g o v er n m e nt’s b attl e 

a g ai nst c o m m u nis m ( Bri k er & Dri v er, 2 0 2 2; D u d zi a k, 2 0 0 4; Fi n n & S c a nl a n, 2 0 1 9; R ot hs c hil d, 

1 9 9 9). T his s u p p ort e d B ell’s ( 1 9 8 0) i nt er est -c o n v er g e n c e t h e or y wit hi n Criti c al R a c e T h e or y t h at 

i m pr o v e m e nts f or Bl a c ks i n s o ci et y is o nl y d o n e w h e n it is i n t h e b est i nt er est of W hit es. T h es e 

c orr el ati o ns h a v e p ersist e d t hr o u g h o ut o ur n ati o n’s d e v el o p m e nt i n s pit e of g ai ns m a d e t o 

all e vi at e t h e di visi v e str atifi c ati o n of W hit es a n d Bl a c ks. T h e st at e of O hi o f or b a d e  t h e e d u c ati o n 

of Bl a c k st u d e nts u ntil 1 8 4 8. T h e c o urt c as es, n a m el y Pl ess y v. F er g us o n  a n d Br o w n v. B o ar d,  

hi g hli g ht e d t h e s e gr e g ati o nist pr a cti c es f o u n d i n o ur c o u ntr y a n d dis c uss e d t h e l at er eff orts t o 

r e d u c e t h es e b arri ers. D uri n g t h e dri v e t o w ar d i nt e gr ati o n, m a n y W hit es w er e e nr a g e d t h at t h e y 

w er e l osi n g c as es t o “ a bl e a n d s o p histi c at e d N e gr o l a w y ers … vi ol ati n g t h e tr a diti o n al r a ci al 

fit n ess of t hi n gs ” ( M us e, 1 9 6 4, p. 3 9). W hil e t h e i nt e nt w as g o o d, it c o ul d b e ar g u e d t h at Br o w n 

v. B o ar d  m a y h a v e c o ntr i b ut e d t o t h e l o w er e d e x p e ct ati o ns f or Bl a c k st u d e nts t h at e xist i n o ur 

c urr e nt e d u c ati o n al cli m at e. Br o w n , w hil e j ustl y c o nsi d er e d a n o v er w h el mi n g s u c c ess, ulti m at el y 

l e d t o t h e d e ci m ati o n of t h e Bl a c k t e a c hi n g w or kf or c e. Attri b uti n g l o w er e d e x p e ct ati o ns s ol el y 

o n t h e Br o w n v. B o ar d d e cisi o n w o ul d o v ersi m plif y t h e c o m pl e xiti es i m p a cti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts i n 

A m eri c a. Bl a mi n g Br o w n  o v erl o o ks t h e d a m a g e c a us e d b y s o ci o e c o n o mi c ills a n d t h e u n e q u al 

distri b uti o n of r es o ur c es i n o ur e d u c ati o n al e n vir o n m e nts. T h e i n a d e q u at e i m pl e m e nt ati o n of t h e 
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l a w l e d t o a d e e p e ni n g of t h e s e gr e g ati o n alr e a d y o c c urri n g i n s c h o ols ar o u n d t h e c o u ntr y 

(J o h ns o n & L ar wi n, 2 0 2 0). Br o w n  ulti m at el y di d l e a d t o t h e d e cli n e of Bl a c k e d u c at ors i n t h e 

n ati o n, b ut t his w as t h e r es ult of e ntr e n c h e d r a cis m eli mi n ati n g j o bs o n c e h el d b y Bl a c k 

e d u c at ors ( U. S. B ur e a u of L a b or St atisti cs, 2 0 2 1; D a vis et al., 2 0 1 9; J o h ns o n & L ar wi n, 2 0 2 0; 

L ut z, 2 0 1 7 ). As M arti n & Br o o ks ( 2 0 2 0) ar g u e d , t h e c o ns e q u e n c e of t h es e ill-c o n c ei v e d p oli ci es 

r es ult e d i n g e n er ati o ns of Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o w er e  l eft tr a u m ati z e d b y t h eir e d u c ati o n al 

e x p eri e n c es a n d w hi c h t h e n d et err e d t h e m fr o m p urs ui n g e nt eri n g t h e pr of essi o n.   

T h e t e a c hi n g st aff wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m c o nsist e d of a n a v er a g e of 8. 3 3 % 

Bl a c k e d u c at ors. C o m p ar e d t o t h e Bl a c k st u d e nt b o d y a v er a g e of 3 9. 6 1 %, t h er e is a l ar g e c h as m 

t h at h as b e e n cr e at e d f or t h e Bl a c k st u d e nts i n C A M E R A s c h o ols. S o ci al-I d e ntit y Th e or y w o ul d 

p osit t h at t h e Bl a c k e d u c at or c o ul d b e c o nsi d er e d as a p art of t h e o ut gr o u p b e c a us e 8 0 % of t h eir 

c oll e a g u es w er e W hit e or p art of t h e i n gr o u p. T h er e is a d a n g er i n t his l a b eli n g of t h e Bl a c k 

e d u c at or b e c a us e as o ut gr o u p  m e m b ers, t h e y ar e oft e n tr e at e d as “l ess t h a n ” t h os e w h o ar e p art 

of t h e i n gr o u p. T his h as t h e p ot e nti al t o cr e at e a str atifi e d w or kf or c e wit h t h e p ot e nti al of 

dis cri mi n at or y w or k pl a c e pr a cti c es. St atisti c all y, it is diffi c ult f or Bl a c k st u d e nts t o s e e a t e a c h er 

w h o l o o ks li k e t h e m a n d c a n s h ar e a c o m m o n c ult ur e a n d u n d erst a n d t h eir li v e d e x p eri e n c es, 

affir mi n g w h o t h e y ar e et h ni c all y a n d p ers o n all y ( G a y, 2 0 0 4). A c c or di n g t o Will ( 2 0 2 2), b ef or e 

Br o w n , Bl a c k e d u c at ors i n 1 7 s e gr e g at e d st at es c o nstit ut e d 3 5 %-5 0 % of t h e w or kf or c e. T o d a y, 

t h at n u m b er h as b e e n r e d u c e d t o l ess t h a n 2 0 % a n d o nl y 2 % of t h os e e d u c at ors ar e Bl a c k m al es 

(U. S. B ur e a u of L a b or St atisti cs, 2 0 2 1; D a vis et al., 2 0 1 9). Wit h o ut t h e Bl a c k e d u c at or as a 

pr es e n c e, s c h o ols h a v e b e e n sl o w t o r es p o n d eff e cti v el y t o h o w Bl a c k st u d e nts l e ar n. T his d o es 

n ot m e a n t h at W hit e t e a c h ers ar e i n eff e cti v e at e d u c ati n g Bl a c k st u d e nts, t h e y j ust d o n ot p oss ess 

t h e s h ar e d e x p eri e n c e, m a ki n g it h ar d er t o r el at e a n d r es p o n d t o t h e n e e ds a st u d e nt m a y pr es e nt. 



1 5 6  
 

W hil e Br o w n  w as i m p a ctf ul i n e x p a n di n g e q uit a bl e a c c ess t o a n e d u c ati o n f or Bl a c k st u d e nts, 

Bl a c k t e a c h ers p ai d t h e pri c e t hr o u g h n o n -r e n e w e d c o ntr a cts, j o b l oss a n d h ar ass m e nt f or ci n g 

t h e m o ut of t h e pr of essi o n. T his h as l eft a l asti n g n e g ati v e i m p a ct fr o m w hi c h t h e fi el d of 

e d u c ati o n h as n e v er r e c o v er e d. As o ur st u d e nt b o di es gr o w m or e di v ers e, t ar g et e d a cti o ns m ust 

b e t a k e n t o a d dr ess t h e l a c k of Bl a c k e d u c at ors i n o ur s o ci et y.   

R e c o m m e n d ati o ns f or A cti o n t o I n cr e as e t h e N u m b er of Bl a c k E d u c at ors   

 J ust as eff orts m ust b e m a d e t o b ett er i d e ntif y Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o c a n b e s u c c essf ul i n 

A P c o urs es, eff orts m ust b e m a d e t o di v ersif y t h e t e a c h er w or kf or c e, p arti c ul arl y a m o n gst Bl a c k 

m al es. As o ur s o ci et y h as a d o pt e d v ari o us s o ci al c a us es i n r e c e nt y e ars,  o n e t o b e c o nsi d er e d is a 

n ati o n al pr o gr a m t o di v ersif y t h e e d u c at or w or kf or c e. L o v e ( 2 0 1 9) s u p p ort e d t h e i d e a of 

i n cr e as e d c o m p e ns ati o n f or t e a c h ers of c ol or. I n cr e as e d c o m p e ns ati o n p a c k a g es c o ul d e n c o ur a g e 

m or e Bl a c k st u d e nts t o p urs u e a fi el d t h at is vi e w e d as p o orl y p ai d.  F u n di n g s h o ul d b e p ut asi d e 

t o pr o vi d e fi n a n ci al assist a n c e f or Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o c h o os e t o e nt er t h e fi el d. W hil e I b eli e v e 

t his fi n a n ci al i n c e nti v e s h o ul d b e gi v e n aft er gr a d u ati o n fr o m a n a c cr e dit e d pr o gr a m, I b eli e v e 

t his s h o ul d b e d o n e i m m e di at el y u po n c o m pl eti o n of t h e u n d er gr a d u at e pr o gr a m. P er h a ps a 

7 5/ 2 5 % pr o gr a m c o ul d b e p ut i n pl a c e, r e q uiri n g t h e st u d e nt t o p a y f or 2 5 % of t h eir t uiti o n c osts 

a n d t h e n h a v e t h at r ei m b urs e d or p ai d u p o n c o m pl eti o n. T his w o ul d b e a w ort h y a n d  j ust us e of 

f u n ds t o cr e at e a m or e e q uit a bl e w or kf or c e i n e d u c ati o n. All st u d e nts d es er v e t e a c h ers w h o l o o k 

li k e t h e m a n d w h o t h e y c o ul d h a v e a s h ar e d e x p eri e n c e wit h.  

 Hi g h er e d u c ati o n als o n e e ds t o c o nsi d er c h a n g es t o t h eir t e a c h er pr e p ar ati o n pr o gr a ms. 

O n e c o m p o n e nt t o b e c o nsi d er e d is t h at all t e a c h er pr e p ar ati o n c a n di d at es m ust c o m pl et e fi el d 

m et h o ds or st u d e nt t e a c hi n g i n di v ers e e n vir o n m e nts. S o m e hi g h er e d u c ati o n i nstit uti o ns h a v e 

m a n d at e d t his pr a cti c e a n d s h o ul d b e i nstit ut e d a cr oss o ur st at e. R e g ar dl ess of t h e s etti n g, a 
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t e a c h er is li k el y t o e n c o u nt er a mi n oriti z e d st u d e nt i n t h eir c ar e er. It is criti c al t h at t h e e d u c at or 

k n o ws h o w t o eff e cti v el y a d dr ess t h e n e e ds of t his st u d e nt. As r e p ort e d b y t h e N o wi c ki & U .S . 

G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e ( 2 0 1 8), t h er e w er e 4 8 0 ci vil ri g hts c o m pl ai nts r e g ar di n g 

a c c essi bilit y a n d r es o ur c e iss u es f or mi n orit y st u d e nts b et w e e n Fis c al Y e ar 2 0 1 1 -2 0 1 7 ( p. 6 2). 

N ot o nl y w o ul d d e v el o pi n g a m or e di v ers e w or kf or c e a d dr ess t h es e i n e q u iti es, b ut d e v el o pi n g a 

c a dr e of m or e c ult ur all y r es p o nsi v e e d u c at ors w o ul d h el p miti g at e t h e bi as f a c e d b y m a n y Bl a c k 

st u d e nts i n o ur s c h o ols.   

 L o c all y, s c h o ols n e e d t o c o n d u ct gr assr o ot eff orts t o i d e ntif y a n d s u p p ort t h eir Bl a c k 

st u d e nts w h o t h e y b eli e v e w o ul d b e g o o d e d u c at ors. T his m e a ns t al ki n g t o t h e st u d e nt a n d t h eir 

p ar e nts a b o ut t h eir f ut ur e pl a ns a n d e x p osi n g t h e st u d e nt t o w h at it m e a ns  t o b e a t e a c h er. S c h o ol 

c o u ns el ors c o ul d h el p t h e st u d e nt c o m pl et e t h e F A F S A, w hi c h is a pr a cti c e m a n y distri cts 

alr e a d y e m pl o y. T h e l ast c o m p o n e nt a distri ct c o ul d e m pl o y is a Gr o w Y o ur O w n pr o gr a m w h er e 

t h e st u d e nt gr a d u at es a n d att e n ds t h e p art n er s c ho ol. T h e st u d e nt t h e n r et ur ns t o t h e distri ct as a 

t e a c h er wit h t h e distri ct h el pi n g eit h er r e d u c e or p a y f or t h eir s c h o oli n g. W or ki n g i n a distri ct 

w hi c h e m pl o y e d t his m o d el, w e h a d s u c c ess wit h t w o t e a c h ers g oi n g t o s c h o ol a n d t h e n r et ur ni n g 

t o t h e distri ct. W e s e c ur e d a c a n di d at e a n d t h e n e w t e a c h er w as n ot s a d dl e d wit h t h e st u d e nt l o a n 

d e bt cr e ati n g a wi n ni n g sit u ati o n f or all i n v ol v e d.   

P e rs o n al a n d F a mili al F a ct o rs I m p a cti n g A P E n r oll m e nt  

 A c c or di n g t o t h e pri n ci p als i n t h e st u d y, p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors w er e t h e bi g g est 

d et err e nt f or a Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs e w or k. P o v ert y w as vi e w e d as t h e m ost 

i m p a ctf ul e x p eri e n c e i n k e e pi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P c o urs es. In a s o ci et y w h er e 

al m ost h alf of t h e st u d e nts i n o ur s c h o ols e x p eri e n c e p o v ert y ( N o wi c ki & U .S . G o v er n m e nt 

A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e, 2 0 1 8), t h er e ar e a m ultit u d e of pr o bl e ms st e m mi n g fr o m t his affli cti o n. 
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J e ns e n ( 2 0 0 9) d o c u m e nt e d t h e n e g ati v e i m p a ct p o v ert y h a d o n st u d e nts b y citi n g t h e i m p a ct o n 

br ai n d e v el o p m e nt w h e n li vi n g i n t his c o n diti o n. T h e str ess fr o m t his e n vir o n m e nt c a n c a us e 

att e nti o n pr o bl e ms a n d i n cr e as e d a bs e nt e eis m. T his cr e at es a c o m p o u n di n g n e g ati v e i m p a ct 

b e c a us e t h es e st u d e nts t h e n f a c e hi g h er r at es of s us p e nsi o n a n d dis ci pli n e ( R ust, 2 0 1 9). As t his 

c y cl e b e gi ns, st u d e nts l os e h o p e a n d c h all e n gi n g t h e m t o t a k e h ar d er c o urs e w or k is t h e l e ast of 

t h eir c o n c er ns. T his est a blis h e d a s yst e m w hic h pr e c o ntri v e d a g ai nst Bl a c k st u d e nts i n p o v ert y 

b e c a us e t h eir c o urs e o pti o ns w er e u n a v ail a bl e, li mit e d, or t h e y w er e n ot a c a d e mi c all y q u alifi e d 

t o e nr oll w h e n c o m p ar e d t o t h eir W hit e p e ers.   

 S c h o ols fr o m p o v ert y distri cts h a v e f e w er a d v a n c e d c o urs e o pti o ns a v ail a bl e. T h e 

N o wi c ki & U .S . G o v er n m e nt A c c o u nt a bilit y Offi c e ( 2 0 1 8) r e p ort hi g hli g ht e d t h at o nl y 5 0 % of 

hi g h -p o v ert y s c h o ols off er e d c al c ul us a n d 6 2 % of hi g h -p o v ert y s c h o ols off er e d p h ysi cs. T his is 

c o nsi d er a bl y l ess t h a n affl u e nt s c h o ols w hi c h s a w 8 5 % of s c h o ols off er c al c ul us a n d 9 0 % off er 

p h ysi cs ( p p. 1 3 -1 4). T his l a c k of o p p ort u nit y cr e at es a n e n vir o n m e nt w h er e e v e n if t h e st u d e nt 

w a nts t h e c h all e n g e, t h e y m a y n ot b e a bl e t o o bt ai n it i n t h eir h o m es c h o ol. T his pr o bl e m 

i n cr e as es w h e n st u d e nts ar e t h e n ass ess e d t h e f e es ass o ci at e d wit h A P c o urs e w or k a n d t h e E O C 

e x a m. T h a n kf ull y, m a n y s c h o ols h a v e a d o pt e d f e e w ai v er pr o gr a ms, b ut m a n y st u d e nts m a y n ot 

q u alif y si m pl y b e c a us e t h e y d o n ot c o m pl et e t h e f e e w ai v er d o c u m e nt ati o n.   

T h e ot h er p ers o n al a n d f a mili ar f a ct or cit e d as a n iss u e b y C A M E R A pri n ci p als i n v ol v e d 

n e g ati v e p e er i nfl u e n c es. W hil e t h er e w er e s o m e dis cr e p a n ci es h er e wit h Bl a c k C A M E R A 

pri n ci p als dis a gr e ei n g, t h e ot h er a d mi nistr at ors f elt t his h a d a n i m p a ct o n st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt. 

T his s u p p orts r es e ar c h b y K oll uri ( 2 0 2 0 ) w h o h as s ai d mi n orit y st u d e nts, p arti c ul arl y m al e 

st u d e nts, str u g gl e t o m o v e b e y o n d t h e s o ci al r a mifi c ati o ns of t a ki n g a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k. T his 

is a n ot h er ar e a w h er e t h e l a c k of Bl a c k e d u c at ors is e x a c er b ati n g t h e iss u e b e c a us e t h e Bl a c k 
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st u d e nt d o es n ot h a v e s o m e o n e t o l o o k t o f or s o ci al r ei nf or c e m e nt a n d pri d e i n t h e 

a c c o m plis h m e nt of b ei n g s u c c essf ul i n A P c o urs e w or k ( F e n wi c k, 2 0 2 2). T h es e st u d e nts als o 

f a c e d t h e p ossi bilit y of b ei n g s o ci all y o ut c ast b y b ei n g ali e n at e d fr o m t h eir Bl a c k p e ers 

( C h a m b ers & H u g gi ns, 2 0 1 4). C o m bi ni n g t h es e s o ci et al pr ess ur es wit h a l a c k of r e pr es e nt ati o n 

b y s a m e r a c e t e a c h ers w h o c o ul d b e a s u p p ort h as cr e at e d a n e n vir o n m e nt wit h  i n a c c ur at e 

c o nstr u cts of Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d w h o t h e y ar e as l e ar n ers ( W hit a k er, 2 0 1 9). C o o k & L u d wi g 

( 1 9 9 8) st at e d b ot h Bl a c k a n d W hit e st u d e nts f a c e d i n a p pr o pri at e l a b eli n g w h e n t h e y w er e hi g h 

a c hi e vi n g. L e v er a gi n g t h e Bl a c k e d u c at or as a p ositi v e c ult ur al i m a g e a n d r ol e -m o d el c o ul d 

l ess e n t h e Bl a c k st u d e nt j e o p ar di zi n g t h eir st a n di ng wit hi n t h e Bl a c k c o m m u nit y.    

R e c o m m e n d ati o ns f or A cti o n o n P ers o n al a n d F a mili al F a ct ors  

 P o v ert y’s n e g ati v e i m p a ct o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e d u c ati o n is j ust o n e of m a n y diffi c ult iss u es 

st e m mi n g fr o m t h e pr o bl e m. S c h o ols e xist t o e d u c at e o ur y o ut h a n d as e d u c at ors, w e h a v e t o 

n a vi g at e t h e diffi c ulti es o ur st u d e nts pr es e nt us wit h as d eftl y a n d c o m p as si o n at el y as p ossi bl e. 

S c h o ols h a v e t o b e willi n g t o f u n d st u d e nts fr o m p o v ert y t a ki n g A P c o urs es a n d t h e E O C e x a ms. 

A c c or di n g t o t h e E d u c ati o n Tr ust, “t h e st at e s h o ul d als o w or k wit h distri cts t o eli mi n at e fi n a n ci al 

b arri ers t o p arti ci p ati o n i n a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k, i n cl u di n g i n v esti n g i n s u bsi di es s o t h at st u d e nts 

fr o m l o w-i n c o m e f a mili es ar e n ot r e q uir e d t o p a y f e es f or b o o ks; p a y t o t a k e e x a ms t o q u alif y 

f or, g et i nt o, or g et cr e dit f or a d v a n c e d c o urs es; or p a y f or tr a ns p ort ati o n t o att e n d a d v a n c e d 

c o ur s es ” ( E d Tr ust, 2 0 1 9). T his n e e ds t o b e e x pli citl y a d v ertis e d a n d e x pl ai n e d t o st a k e h ol d ers t o 

r e m o v e c ost as a b arri er t o e nr oll m e nt. O n c e t h e fi n a n ci al b arri ers ar e r e m o v e d, distri cts m ust 

e ns ur e t h at i nf or m ati o n a b o ut a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k o p p ort u niti es, t esti n g r e gistr ati o n d e a dli n es, 

a n d t esti n g f e e w ai v ers is pr o p erl y c o m m u ni c at e d t o f a mili es i n di g esti bl e l a n g u a g e ( C h att erji et 

al., 2 0 2 1).  
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  A d diti o n all y, t h es e st u d e nts m a y r e q uir e s u p p ort s o i nt e nti o n all y s c h e d uli n g a n A P st u d y 

p eri o d wit hi n t h eir s c h e d ul e is r e c o m m e n d e d. T his w o ul d all o w t h e st u d e nt t o h a v e d e di c at e d 

ti m e t o w or k o n t h eir A P w or k d uri n g s c h o ol h o urs a n d n ot aft er w h e n t h e y ar e p ot e nti all y 

w or ki n g t o h el p s u p p ort t h eir f a mili es. O pti mi z ati o n of t h e m ast er s c h e d ul es w o ul d all o w s c h o ols 

t o r e d u c e c o nfli cts i n st u d e nts’ s c h e d ul es t h er e b y cr e ati n g ti m e f or t h e m t o e nr oll i n A P c o urs es 

t a u g ht b y q u alifi e d t e a c h ers w h o w er e a bl e to c at er t h e c o nt e nt t o t h e m ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1). 

W h e n t h e l o c ati o n of t h e s c h o ol m a d e a c c ess t o A P c o urs e w or k diffi c ult, or w h e n t h er e w er e n ot 

a d e q u at e n u m b ers of A P t e a c h ers, s c h o ols s h o ul d e m pl o y t h e us e of virt u al cl ass es. W hil e n ot 

al w a ys i d e al, virt u al c o urs es t h at ar e h el d t o t h e s a m e ri g or o us st a n d ar ds as i n p ers o n cl ass es a n d 

wit h t h e pr o p er s u p p orts i n pl a c e, m a y s er v e as vi a bl e o pti o ns ( C h att erji et al., 2 0 2 1).  

 Gi v e n t h at m ost e d u c at ors i n t h e w or kf or c e ar e W hit e, m a n y Bl a c k st u d e nts i nt er a ct wit h 

a n a d ult w h o, b as e d o n t h e c ol or of t h eir s ki n, w as p art of t h eir o ut gr o u p. As s e e n i n pr e vi o us 

c alls t o a cti o n, di v ersif yi n g t h e t e a c h er w or kf or c e w o ul d h el p Bl a c k st u d e nts b ett er n a vi g at e t h e 

s o ci al r a mifi c ati o ns t h at e xist w h e n t h e y e x c el a c a d e mi c all y. T h es e t e a c h ers, j ust b y b ei n g 

pr es e nt, s h o w t h e st u d e nts t h at it is O K t o b e e d u c at e d a n d t h at it is O K t o g o t o c oll e g e. It 

c o nstr u cts a c o u nt er -n arr ati v e t o t h e pr o p a g at e d f als e t h o u g ht t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts ar e l ess 

i n cli n e d t o e x c el a c a d e mi c all y. Bl a c k e d u c at ors m a y als o pr o vi d e a c o nfi d e n c e b o ost f or t h eir 

s a m e r a c e st u d e nts, all o wi n g t h e st u d e nt t o c h a n g e t h eir mi n ds et a n d k n o w t h e y c a n b e 

s u c c essf ul i n t h e c o urs e.  

C alli n g All F ut u r e Bl a c k E d u c at o rs  

As pr e vi o usl y dis c uss e d t h e Bl a c k e d u c at or h as l ar g el y dis a p p e ar e d, n ot n e c ess aril y b y 

c h oi c e, fr o m t h e pr of essi o n. T his l oss h as b e e n pr of o u n d as w e e nt er a n ot h er g e n er ati o n of Bl a c k 

st u d e nts w h o m a y b e d e v oi d of a n e d u c ati o n fr o m a t e a c h er w h o l o o ks li k e  t h e m. M c C all ( 2 0 1 8) 
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cl ai m e d a c ari n g a n d p assi o n at e e d u c at or is t h e m ost v al u a bl e r es o ur c e wit hi n a s c h o ol. T his 

t h o u g ht is f urt h er s u p p ort e d w h e n c o nsi d eri n g K oll uri’s ( 2 0 20 ) r es e ar c h n oti n g t h at st u d e nts w h o 

t a k e a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k oft e n d o s o b e c a us e of t h eir c o n n e cti o n wit h t h e t e a c h er. 

T e a c h ers w h o h a v e t h e s a m e r a ci al h erit a g e of t h eir st u d e nts ar e m or e li k el y t o u n d erst a n d t h eir 

c ult ur al b a c k gr o u n ds a n d ar e m or e li k el y t o r e c o m m e n d t h e m f or a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k 

( Griss o m, et al., 2 0 2 0; M or g a n, 2 0 2 0). Al m ost 1 0 0 y e ars a g o W o o ds o n ( 1 9 3 3) dis c uss e d h o w t h e 

Bl a c k s c h o ol d e m oti v at e d Afri c a n A m eri c a n st u d e nts b y cr us hi n g t h eir s p ar k of g e ni us. W h at 

h as c h a n g e d d uri n g t h at ti m e ? O ur st u d e nt b o di es h a v e b e c o m e m or e di v ers e a n d o ur st u d e nts 

i m p a ct e d b y p o v ert y h a v e i n cr e as e d, b ut o ur w or kf or c e h as st a y e d pri m aril y W hit e. Bl a c k 

st u d e nts, f or t h e m ost p art, ar e e x p e ct e d t o c o nf or m t o a n e n vir o n m e nt t h at w as n ot c o nstr u ct e d 

f or or b y t h e m. R a cis m h as b e e n a d ail y o c c urr e n c e t hr o u g h b ot h o v ert a n d c o v ert a cts a n d o v er 

ti m e h as l ed t o a s o ci et y w h er e W hit e s u c c ess h as b e e n pr o p a g at e d a n d Bl a c k a c hi e v e m e nt h as 

b e e n d e v al u e d. Wit h o ut a c k n o wl e d gi n g h o w r a cis m h as i m p a ct e d a n d c o nti n u es t o i m p a ct o ur 

s o ci et y, w e will c o nti n u e t o str u g gl e t o pr o vi d e e q uit a bl e e nr oll m e nt o p p ort u niti es i n  A P f or 

Bl a c k st u d e nts.   O n e w a y t o miti g at e t h e i m p a ct of r a cis m a n d r e c o n cil e t h e p o or d e cisi o ns of o ur 

p ast is t o i d e ntif y f ut ur e Bl a c k e d u c at ors a n d f u n d t h eir tr ai ni n g s o t h e y c a n s er v e f ut ur e 

g e n er ati o ns of Bl a c k st u d e nts a n d b uil d a w or kf or c e w hi c h e xist e d pr e -Br o w n v. B o ar d . 

 It is w ell d o c u m e nt e d i n t h e lit er at ur e t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts d o n ot e nr oll i n A P c o urs es 

n e arl y as m u c h as t h eir W hit e p e ers a n d d et er mi ni n g w hi c h b arri ers e xist f or t h es e Bl a c k 

st u d e nts is ess e nti al t o i m pr o vi n g m atri c ul ati o n r at es. W hil e t h e st u d y f o u n d t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts 

i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m e nr oll e d a n d p erf or m e d at hi g h er r at es t h a n ot h er bl a c k st u d e nts 

a cr oss t h e n ati o n, t h e s a m e c a n n ot b e s ai d f or ot h ers. S e v er al r e c o m m e n d ati o ns w er e pr o p os e d i n 

or d er t o i n cr e as e e nr oll m e nt, t o i n cr e as e t h e n u m b er of Bl a c k e d u c at ors, a n d t o r e m e d y p ers o n al 
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a n d f a mili al f a ct ors. T h er e w er e n u m er o us w a ys pr o p os e d t o i n cr e as e e nr oll m e nt a n d t h es e 

i n cl u d e d: a c q uiri n g a n d s h ari n g d at a o n c o urs e w or k off eri n gs t o i d e ntif y o p p ort u nit y g a ps; 

m a ki n g distri cts r e p ort a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k o n t h e st at e r e p ort c ar d; cr e ati n g p art n ers hi ps 

wit h or g a ni z ati o ns a n d utili zi n g f e d er al f u n ds t o i n cr e as e t h e n u m b er of A P off eri n gs as w ell as 

t o str e n gt h e n t e a c hi n g of t h e c o urs es; i niti ati n g e arli er i d e ntifi c ati o n pr o c ess es of Bl a c k st u d e nts 

eli gi bl e f or f ut ur e A P c o urs e w or k;  a n d  utili zi n g “ a ut o m ati c e nr oll m e nt ” of t h os e Bl a c k st u d e nts 

w h o h a v e m et t h e r e q uir e m e nts f or A P. T h e m et h o ds t o i n cr e as e t h e n u m b er of Bl a c k e d u c at ors 

i n cl u d e d t h e d e v el o p m e nt of a n ati o n al pr o gr a m t o di v ersif y t h e w or kf or c e; b ett er pr e p ar ati o n of 

st u d e nt t e a c h ers t o w or k i n di v ers e w or k pl a c es; a n d gr assr o ot eff orts t o i d e ntif y Bl a c k st u d e nts 

w h o w o ul d b e c o m e g o o d e d u c at ors i n t h e f ut ur e. T h e w a ys t h at p ers o n al a n d f a mili al f a ct ors 

c o ul d b e r es ol v e d i n cl u d e d eli mi n ati o n of all p ot e nti al fi n a n ci al b arri ers f or p arti ci p ati o n i n 

a d v a n c e d l e v el c o urs e w or k a n d o pti mi z ati o n of s c h o ols’ m ast er s c h e d ul es t o r e d u c e st u d e nt 

c o nfli cts a n d t o all o w f or ti m e i n A P e nr oll m e nt. F or t h er e t o b e t a n gi bl e i m pr o v e m e nts i n Bl a c k 

st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt, s c h o ols m ust first i d e ntif y t h e o p p ort u nit y g a ps a n d t h e n t a k e t h e i niti ati v e t o 

i nstit ut e t h e c h a n g es b e c a us e t h e r es o ur c es ar e r e a dil y a v ail a bl e.    

F ut u r e R e c o m m e n d ati o ns  

 B as e d o n t h es e c o n cl usi o ns, e d u c at ors s h o ul d c o nsi d er r e pli c ati n g t h e st u d y t o g ai n 

d e e p er i nsi g ht i nt o t h e n e w q u esti o ns w hi c h e m er g e d fr o m t h e r es e ar c h. T h os e w h o w o ul d 

c o nsi d er a q u a ntit ati v e a p pr o a c h s h o ul d c o nsi d er l a u n c hi n g t h e s ur v e y t o a br o a d er s a m pl e p o ol. 

T his w o ul d h a v e i n cr e as e d t h e c h a n c es of g ai ni n g e n o u g h r es p o n d e nts t o g at h er d at a w hi c h 

w o ul d pr o d u c e st atisti c all y si g nifi c a nt r es ults. T his a p pr o a c h t o t h e m et h o d ol o g y w o ul d als o 

all o w f ut ur e r es e ar c h ers t o a v oi d t h e i m p a ct t h at dis pr o p orti o n at e r es p o ns es c o ul d h a v e o n t h e 

st u d y r es ults. T h e l a c k of st atisti c al si g nifi c a n c e i n t h e a n al ysis r es ult e d i n t h e st u d y c o nt ai ni n g 



1 6 3  
 

p ot e nti al T y p e I err ors, s o a r e pli c ati o n of t h e st u d y s h o ul d i n cl u d e a n  i n cr e as e i n t h e s a m pl e 

si z e.   

A n ot h er o pti o n t o b ett er u n d erst a n d t h e i m pli c ati o ns of t h es e r es ults m a y b e t o r e d u c e t h e 

r es p o n d e nt p o ol t o a p ur p osi v e s a m pl e of o n e a d mi nistr at or p er distri ct. T his w o ul d h a v e all o w e d 

f or e a c h distri ct t o r es p o n d wit h e q u al w ei g ht i n t h eir r es p o ns es. Th e r es e ar c h as c o nstr u ct e d 

c o ul d h a v e b e e n e x p os e d t o s k e w e d r es ults if m ulti pl e a d mi nistr at ors fr o m o n e s c h o ol a ns w er e d 

a n d o nl y o n e a d mi nistr at or r es p o n d e d fr o m a n ot h er distri ct. C o ntr olli n g t h e r es p o n d e nts w o ul d 

h a v e li mit e d t his i m p a ct b ut c o ul d h a v e a ls o e x p os e d t h e st u d y t o bi as. Gi v e n t h at t h e st u d y w as 

c o nfi n e d t o t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m, bi as m a y h a v e b e e n pr es e nt b as e d o n t h e distri ct’s 

p arti ci p ati o n i n t h e gr o u p.   

T o b ett er u n d erst a n d t h e i m pli c ati o ns of t h es e r es ults, t h e st u d y c o ul d h a v e b e e n iss u e d t o 

t e a c h ers wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m. L e ar ni n g t h e p ers p e cti v es of t h os e w h o ar e i n fr o nt of t h e 

st u d e nts m a y pr o vi d e a diff er e nt l e ns f or distri ct c h a n g e a g e nts t o c o nsi d er w h e n m a ki n g 

d e cisi o ns. O n e p ot e nti al ar e a t o e x pl or e w o ul d i n cl u d e u n d erst a n di n g t h e f or m al tr ai ni n g t e a c h ers 

r e c ei v e d i n w or ki n g wit h st u d e nts fr o m di v ers e p o p ul ati o ns. E d u c at ors dr a w fr o m t h eir o w n 

s o ci al i d e ntiti es t o d e v el o p t h e n arr ati v e of w h at a n ur b a n st u d e nt l o o ks li k e. T h es e p er c e pti o ns 

c arr y t h e p ot e nti al c o ns e q u e n c e of st u d e nts b ei n g m ar gi n ali z e d i n t h eir cl assr o o ms ( W hit a k er, 

2 0 1 9). It is i m p ort a nt t o u n d erst a n d t h e e d u c at or’s p ers p e cti v e i n or d er t o pr o vi d e r es e ar c h -b as e d 

tr ai ni n g o n h o w to b est s er v e st u d e nts fr o m di v ers e p o p ul ati o ns. W hil e t h e pi p eli n e of n e w 

t e a c h ers w h o ar e q u alifi e d t o t e a c h A P is l a c ki n g, t hr o u g h o ut t h e hiri n g pr o c ess a d mi nistr at ors 

c a n w or k t o e ns ur e t h eir n e w st aff h as e x p eri e n c e wit h di v ers e p o p ul ati o ns i n t h eir m e t h o ds a n d 

st u d e nt t e a c hi n g e x p eri e n c es. T h e st at e of M ass a c h us etts u n d erst o o d t h e c h all e n g es of f ulfilli n g 

t h eir n e e d f or A P t e a c h ers a n d t h e y “ w or k e d wit h t h e D e p art m e nt of El e m e nt ar y a n d S e c o n d ar y 
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E d u c ati o n t o p art n er wit h distri cts a n d h el p pr o vi d e t e a c h ers wit h t h e i nstr u cti o n al r es o ur c es, 

c o nt e nt tr ai ni n g, a n d o n g oi n g c o a c hi n g s u p p orts t o s u c c essf ull y off er m or e a d v a n c e d c o urs e w or k 

o p p ort u niti es i n t h eir s c h o ols ” (A d v a n c e d A c a d e mi cs, n. d.).  

F ut ur e st u di es c o ul d als o r e pli c at e t h e st u d y b y iss ui n g t h e s ur v e y t o ot h er c o ns orti u ms 

si mil ar t o C A M E R A a cr oss t h e st at e. T h e Di v ersit y R e cr uit m e nt E d u c at ors Ass o ci ati o n f or 

Mi a mi V all e y ( D R E A M) i n t h e D a yt o n ar e a is a c o ns orti u m of distri cts wit h si mil ar g o als as 

C A M E R A. C o n d u cti n g t his r es e ar c h wit hi n t h at c o ns orti u m w o ul d all o w t h e r es ults t o b e 

c o m p ar e d t o e x pl or e w h et h er c o m m o n aliti es e xist e d a m o n g t h e gr o u ps. T h e dis c o v er y of 

c o m m o n aliti es w o ul d i m pr o v e t h e g e n er ali z a bilit y of t h e st u d y a n d w o ul d all o w f or a m or e 

c o m pr e h e nsi v e l o o k at h o w A P e nr oll m e nt f or Bl a c k st u d e nts c o ul d b e i n cr e as e d a cr oss O hi o.   

F urt h er r es e ar c h is n e e d e d t o d et er mi n e, m or e s p e cifi c all y, w hi c h p ers o n al a n d f a mili al 

f a ct ors ar e i m p e di n g Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors a gr e e d t hr o u g h 

t h eir r es p o ns es t h at t h e p ers o n al v ari a bl e p os e d t h e gr e at est i m p e di m e nt t o Bla c k st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt. F urt h er r es e ar c h o n di a g n osi n g w h et h er t his is d u e t o p o v ert y, p e er i nfl u e n c e, or 

c ar e gi v er e d u c ati o n al l e v els s h o ul d b e c o nsi d er e d. T h e i m p ort a n c e of t h e s c h o ol, h o m e, a n d 

c o m m u nit y tri a d o n st u d e nt s u c c ess i n s c h o ol h as b e e n est a b lis h e d i n t h e r es e ar c h, b ut a 

d efi niti v e l o o k at w h at k e e ps Bl a c k st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P is n e e d e d. As c ert ai ni n g w hi c h 

of t h es e v ari a bl es is t h e m ost i m p a ctf ul w o ul d assist e d u c at ors i n d e v el o pi n g pr o gr a m mi n g t o 

c o m b at t h e m ost c o m m o n c o ntri b uti n g f a ct or t o n o n -p arti ci p ati o n i n A P b y Bl a c k st u d e nts.   

T h e st u d y fi n di n gs als o r ais e d t h e q u esti o n as t o w h y Bl a c k st u d e nts i n t h e c o ns orti u m 

o ut p erf or m e d t h eir p e ers. W h at ar e C A M E R A s c h o ols d oi n g diff er e ntl y t o b ett er e n g a g e t h eir 

Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A P c o urs e w or k ? W hil e t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p still e xist e d wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m 

s c h o ols, it w as si g nifi c a ntl y l ess  t h a n i n ot h ers. F ut ur e st u di es c o ul d e x a mi n e i nstr u cti o n al a n d 
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i nstit uti o n al pr a cti c es b ei n g i m pl e m e nt e d t h at h a v e r es ult e d i n hi g h er Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt, 

hi g h er e n d of c o urs e e x a m p arti ci p ati o n, a n d hi g h er p erf or m a n c e o n A P e x a ms t h a n w h at st at e 

a n d n ati o n al a v er a g es ar e. T h es e distri cts h a v e c o m mitt e d t o p arti c i p at e i n a c o ns orti u m 

c o m mitt e d t o di v ersif yi n g t h e e d u c at or w or kf or c e, b ut w o ul d t h at i nt e nti o n alit y a n d f o c us i m p a ct 

h o w d a y t o d a y i nstr u cti o n c o ul d s hri n k t h e o p p ort u nit y a n d a c hi e v e m e nt g a p f o u n d i n n o n -

c o ns orti u m s c h o ols ? T h e Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt  a n d p erf or m a n c e i n A P wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m 

w o ul d i n di c at e t h at f urt h er st u d y b y n o n -c o ns orti u m s c h o ols m a y b e w arr a nt e d.  

C o nt ri b uti o ns t o t h e Fi el d of E d u c ati o n  

 T h e st u d y e n d e a v ors t o a n al y z e a d mi nistr ati v e p ers p e cti v es r e g ar di n g f a ct ors hi n d eri n g 

t h e e nr oll m e nt of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n A d v a n c e d Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) c o urs es. W h at t h e st u d y f o u n d 

w as t h at w hil e s o m e a d mi nistr at ors f elt t h eir st u d e nts w er e n ot e q u all y r e pr es e nt e d i n A P, t h e 

c o ns orti u m o ut p erf or m e d st at e a n d n ati o n al a v er a g es. T h e r es e ar c h i n t h e st u d y s h o w e d t h at 

w hil e t h e c o ns orti u m st u d e nts w er e d oi n g w ell c o m p ar e d t o t h eir n o n -c o ns orti u m p e ers, 

a d mi nistr at ors i d e ntifi e d t h at t h er e w as w or k t o b e d o n e. T h er e w as still a n e x p e ct ati o n a n d 

o p p ort u nit y g a p b et w e e n W hit e a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m as r e p ort e d b y 

C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors. T his c o n n e ct e d wit h t h e dis p arit y f o u n d b et w e e n W hit e st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt i n A P a n d Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n t h es e  c o urs es (J effri es & Sil v er n ail, 2 0 1 7; 

P atri c k et. al, 2 0 2 0; Ri c c ar di & Wi nsl er, 2 0 2 1). W h et h er t his w as pr o of of t h e d e e pl y w o v e n 

f a bri c of r a cis m i n o ur s o ci et y, as G a y ( 2 0 0 4) o pi n e d, w as y et t o b e d et er mi n e d, b ut t h e i n e q uit y 

f o u n d b et w e e n t h e Bl a c k a n d W hit e l e ar n er r e m ai ns a n o bst a cl e i n o ur cl assr o o ms t o d a y 

( K oll uri, 2 0 1 8).  W h at h as b e e n s h o w n w as t h at e v e n w h e n Bl a c k st u d e nts w er e e x p eri e n ci n g 

s u c c ess, it w as d o n e at l o w er r at es t h a n t h eir W hit e p e ers.   
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 Pr e vi o us r es e ar c h h as s h o w n t h e i m p a ct t h at c ertifi e d -st aff h as o n st u d e nt p erf or m a n c e, 

w hi c h s u p p ort e d t h e fi n di n gs of t his st u d y. M c C all ( 2 0 1 8) n ot e d t h er e w as n ot hi n g m or e 

i m p ort a nt t h a n a c ari n g a n d p assi o n at e e d u c at or i n o ur cl assr o o ms t o d a y. I n a d diti o n t o s er vi n g 

as g ui d es a n d m e nt ors, t h es e pr of essi o n als ar e oft e n tr ai n e d i n t h e b est pr a cti c es t o i m pr o v e 

st u d e nt l e ar ni n g f or all of t h eir st u d e nts. T h e r es e ar c h als o s u p p ort e d h o w p ers o n al f a ct ors c a n 

n e g ati v el y i nfl u e n c e Bl a c k st u d e nts. T his st u d y r ei nf or c e d t h es e c o n c e pts wit hi n a N ort h e ast 

O hi o c o ns orti u m of distri cts wit h v ari e d t y p ol o gi es a n d s o ci o e c o n o mi cs. W hil e t h e c o ns orti u m 

st u d e nts di d w ell, t h e a d mi nistr ati v e r es p o n d e nts w er e u nit e d i n h o w t h e p ers o n al f a ct ors a n d 

c ertifi e d -st aff w er e t h e t w o bi g g est i nfl u e n c es o n Bl a c k st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P. I n or d er t o 

a d dr ess t h e e q uit y g a p t h es e c h all e n g es pr es e nt, e d u c at ors m ust c o nti n u e t o c o nfr o nt t h e q u esti o n 

p os e d b y t h e st u d e nt w h o l a u n c h e d m y i nt er est i n t his t o pi c - W h y d o y o u c ar e ?    

S u g g esti o ns f o r F ut u r e R es e a r c h  

 T h e p er c e pti o ns of C A M E R A pri n ci p als i d e ntifi e d h o w s o ci et al iss u es li k e p o v ert y 

cr e at e d b arri ers f or t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts. T h e y als o n ot e d h o w t h eir t e a c h ers h a d l o w er 

e x p e ct ati o ns f or Bl a c k st u d e nts. W hil e p er c e pti o n is oft e n r e alit y, f ut ur e r es e ar c h s h o ul d e x pl or e 

t h e iss u e of Bl a c k st u d e nt A P e nr oll m e nt b y g oi n g dir e ctl y t o t h e s o ur c e a n d v al ui n g t h e v oi c e of 

Bl a c k st u d e nts. R e pli c ati n g t his st u d y a n d g at h eri n g t h e p er c e pti o ns of Bl a c k st u d e nts w o ul d 

all o w f ut ur e r es e ar c h ers t o e x pl or e if t h er e ar e si m il ariti es b et w e e n w h at s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors 

r e p ort a n d w h at t h e st u d e nts s a y. E xt e n di n g t his t o t e a c h ers w o ul d als o b e h el pf ul t o g ai n a b ett er 

u n d erst a n di n g at e v er y e d u c ati o n l e v el. F ut ur e r es e ar c h s h o ul d c o nsi d er c o n d u cti n g t h es e st u di es 

i n eit h er a q ualit ati v e st u d y or mi x e d m et h o ds st u d y. T his w o ul d all o w t h e li v e d e x p eri e n c e of 

Bl a c k st u d e nts t o b e m or e d e e pl y e x pl or e d.   
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 T his st u d y e x pl or e d t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m l o c at e d i n N ort h e ast O hi o. F urt h er 

r es e ar c h c o ul d e x pl or e t his iss u e i n ot h er r e gi o ns of t h e st at e. W o ul d t h e r es ults b e si mil ar or 

diff er e nt i n ot h er c o ns orti u ms l o c at e d t hr o u g h o ut t h e st at e ? E x pl ori n g t h e l ar g est  O hi o ur b a n 

distri cts, k n o w n as t h e “ Bi g 8, ” w o ul d als o yi el d i n v al u a bl e d at a t o b ett er u n d erst a n d t h e li v e d 

e x p eri e n c es of Bl a c k st u d e nts i n O hi o a n d w h at k e e ps t h es e st u d e nts fr o m e nr olli n g i n A P 

c o urs es. T h e i d e a f or t his st u d y c a m e fr o m m y e x p eri e n c es  as a hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p al i n a hi g h -

p o v ert y, hi g hl y di v ers e s c h o ol, b ut m y f or m er distri ct p al es i n si z e c o m p ar e d t o t h e st at e’s l ar g est 

distri cts.   

 L astl y, it w o ul d b e a w ort h y e x pl or ati o n t o c o m pl et e a l o n git u di n al st u d y of Bl a c k 

st u d e nts t hr o u g h o ut t h eir e d u c ati o n al c ar e ers. T h e r es e ar c h e v al u at e d f or t his st u d y i d e ntifi e d t h e 

u n d er i d e ntifi c ati o n of Bl a c k st u d e nts f or gift e d pr o gr a m mi n g as a c o ntri b uti n g f a ct or as t o w h y 

Bl a c k st u d e nts d o n ot e nr oll i n A P. T h e l o n g -t er m eff e cts of t his u n d er i d e ntifi c ati o n c o nti n u es t o 

s u p p ort t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p e xisti n g b et w e e n W hit e st u d e nts a n d Bl a c k st u d e nts. If w e ar e t o 

s hri n k t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p, w e n e e d t o  b ett er u n d erst a n d h o w Bl a c k st u d e nts pr o gr ess t hr o u g h 

t h eir s c h o ol e x p eri e n c e a n d h o w t h os e e x p eri e n c es s h a p e b ot h t h eir s c h o ol-lif e a n d p ost-

s e c o n d ar y lif e.  Ess e nti all y, if distri cts b e g a n e arli er i n t h e st u d e nt’s e d u c ati o n hist or y t o pr e p ar e 

t h e m f or t h e ri g ors of A P c o urs e w or k, st u d e nts w o ul d b e r e a d y w h e n t h e y r e a c h e d t h e hi g h 

s c h o ol l e v el. T his t y p e of l o n g r a n g e pl a n ni n g w o ul d i n v ol v e t e a c h ers fr o m m a n y gr a d es t o w or k 

i n u nis o n wit h l ess o n pl a n ni n g a n d c o m m u ni c ati n g c o nt e nt wit h o n e a n ot h er. F ut ur e r es e ar c h 

s h o ul d f o c us o n w h at tr a ns pir es o n c e t h e Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll i n m or e pr o p orti o n al n u m b ers. 

O p e ni n g t h e d o or t o t h e A P cl assr o o m is o n e t hi n g, s u p p orti n g Bl a c k st u d e nts t o b e s u c c essf ul i n 

t h e c o urs e w or k a n d p assi n g t h e e x a m ar e a n ot h er. C o n d u ctin g st u di es o n t h e b est pr a cti c es f or 

Bl a c k st u d e nt a c hi e v e m e nt i n A P n e e ds t o b e e x pl or e d.   



1 6 8  
 

C o n cl usi o n   

If all of t h e Bl a c k ki ds tr ul y ar e sitti n g t o g et h er i n t h e c af et eri a as T at u m ( 2 0 1 7) s u g g ests, 

w h at c a n b e d o n e t o g et t h e m t o als o sit t o g et h er i n A P c o urs es ? T his st u d y w as d o n e t o dis c o v er 

pr a cti c es distri cts c o ul d e m pl o y t o i m pr o v e t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n i n A P c o urs es. W hil e 

t h e Bl a c k st u d e nt A P d at a i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m s h o ul d b e c o nsi d er e d e n c o ur a gi n g 

c o m p ar e d t o st at e a n d n ati o n al d at a, t his d at a s h o ul d b e a p pr o a c h e d wit h c a uti o n. E v e n wit h t h e 

i m pr essi v e p erf or m a n c e of Bl a c k A P st u d e nts i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m, it is criti c al t o n ot e 

t h at a n o p p ort u nit y g a p still e xists b et w e e n Bl a c k a n d W hit e l e ar n ers w h e n O hi o s c h o ols w er e 

still ei g ht ti m es m or e li k el y t o pl a c e a W hit e st u d e nt i n A P t h a n a Bl a c k o n e ( C oll e g e B o ar d, 

2 0 1 9).   

E xisti n g r es e ar c h h as p oi nt e d t o t h e i m p ort a n c e of t h e e d u c at or i n i nfl u e n ci n g st u d e nt 

e nr oll m e nt i n a c a d e mi c c o urs e w or k a n d t h at W hit e t e a c h ers t e n d e d t o h a v e l o w er e x p e ct ati o ns 

f or t h eir Bl a c k st u d e nts. T h e st u d y fi n di n gs s u p p ort e d t his n oti o n of s c h o ol f a ct ors a d v ers el y 

i m p a cti n g A P e nr oll m e nt. T h er e w er e diff eri n g o pi ni o ns b et w e e n W hit e a n d Bl a c k 

a d mi nistr at ors r e g ar di n g t h e l o w er e d e x p e ct ati o ns of t e a c h ers. T h e st u d y fi n di n gs s u p p ort e d t h at 

C A M E R A a d mi nistr at ors a c k n o wl e d g e d t h at as t h e st u d e nt b o d y b e c a m e m or e di v ers e o ur 

w or kf or c e h as pri m aril y r e m ai n e d W hit e. C o nfr o nti n g t h e d e art h of Bl a c k e d u c at ors a v ail a bl e 

pr o v e d t o b e a c h all e n g e wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m, s u p p orti n g t h e n ati o n al d at a e x a mi n e d.      

T h e st u d y als o s u p p ort e d t h e r es e ar c h o n t h e n e e d t o a d dr ess t h e p ers o n al b arri ers Bl a c k 

st u d e nts e n c o u nt er e d w h e n att e m pti n g t o a c c ess A P. Of t h es e p ers o n al b arri ers, a d dr essi n g 

p o v ert y w as t h e gr e at est o bst a cl e st u d e nts f a c e d. A d dr essi n g t h e p o v ert y pr o b l e m wit hi n o ur 

s c h o ols f e els i ns ur m o u nt a bl e w h e n t h e s o ci o e c o n o mi c g a p b et w e e n W hit e a n d Bl a c k f a mili es 

s h o ws t h e m e di a n W hit e h o us e h ol d e ar ns t hirt e e n ti m es m or e t h a n t h e m e di a n Bl a c k f a mil y 
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( T at u m, 2 0 1 7). D es pit e n u m er o us p oli ci es a n d g o v er n m e nt a cti o ns, p o v ert y i n o ur c o u ntr y h as 

i n cr e as e d, n ot d e cr e as e d. I n cr e m e nt al g ai ns wit hi n t his ar e a c o ul d e x p a n d e nr oll m e nt i n A P f or 

Bl a c k st u d e nts.   

T h e ti m e h as c o m e f or distri cts t o b e h el d a c c o u nt a bl e f or t h eir eff orts i n pr o vi di n g 

e q uit a bl e a c c ess t o A P c o urs e w or k. T h e O hi o St a n d ar ds f or Pri n ci p als fr o m 2 0 1 8 i n cl u d e d 

st a n d ar ds -b as e d r ef or ms a n d i n p arti c ul ar a d dr ess e d e q uit y a n d c ult ur al r es p o nsi v e n ess. T h e 

s u m m ar y st at e d, “ T h e eff e cti v e e d u c ati o n al l e a d er c ulti v at es a n e n vir o n m e nt d efi n e d b y c ult ur al 

r es p o nsi v e n ess, e q uit y a n d c o m mit m e nt t o st u d e nts, st aff a n d st a k e h ol d ers t hr o u g h s ust ai n e d 

p art n ers hi ps r efl e cti v e of t h e u ni q u e pr ofil e of its s urr o u n di n g c o m m u nit y t o pr o m ot e e a c h 

st u d e nt’s w ell -b ei n g a n d a c a d e mi c s u c c ess ” ( O hi o D e p art m e nt of E d u c ati o n, 2 0 1 8). W hil e t h er e 

is a fi n e li n e b et w e e n c o ntri v e d v ers us i nt e nti o n al f o c us, e d u c at ors ar e m a n d at e d t o b e e q uit a bl e 

a n d c ult ur all y r es p o nsi v e t o t h eir st u d e nts.    

T o b est s er v e o ur Bl a c k st u d e nts o ur f o c us n e e ds t o s hift t o t h e r e cr uit m e nt, d e v el o p m e nt, 

a n d r et ai n m e nt of a n e w g e n er ati o n of Bl a c k e d u c at ors. T h e r est or ati o n of t his l ost l a b or f or c e 

c o ul d cr e at e t h e n e c ess ar y c h a n g e n e e d e d i n s c h o ols a n d t h e c o m m u nit y  t o a d e q u at el y s u p p ort 

Bl a c k st u d e nts. It is f air t o as k w h at h as c h a n g e d si n c e 1 9 3 3 w h e n W o o ds o n cl ai m e d s c h o ols 

w er e d e m oti v ati n g t o t h e Bl a c k l e ar n er. As t h e st at e a n d n ati o n c o nfr o nt a t e a c hi n g s h ort a g e, 

gr assr o ots eff orts n e e d t o b e u n d ert a k e n t o i n cr e as e t h e di v ersit y f o u n d wit hi n o ur u n d er gr a d u at e 

e d u c at or pr o gr a ms.  S c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors, li k e t h os e f o u n d i n C A M E R A , n e e d t o b e i nt e nti o n al 

i n i d e ntif yi n g Bl a c k st u d e nts w h o c o ul d p ot e nti all y b e g o o d e d u c at ors a n d r e cr uit t h e m t o t his 

n o bl e pr of essi o n.  F e d er al a n d st at e m o n e y s h o ul d b e e ar m ar k e d t o i n cr e as e t h e di v ersit y of o ur 

t e a c h er w or kf or c e. A d diti o n al f u n ds s h o ul d b e all o c at e d t o s c h o ols w h o u n d ert a k e ri g or o us 

tr ai ni n g i n c ult ur all y r es p o nsi v e t e a c hi n g pr a cti c es. W hil e w e n e e d n e w Bl a c k t e a c h ers, it c a n n ot 
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b e l eft t o t h e c urr e nt Bl a c k t e a c hi n g c o m m u nit y t o d e v el o p t h e n e xt g e n er ati o n of Bl a c k 

e d u c at ors. W hit e e d u c at ors, as m ost of t h e w or kf or c e, n e e d t o b e willi n g t o w or k c oll a b or ati v el y 

wit h t h eir Bl a c k c oll e a g u es t o s u p p ort t h e r e cr uit m e nt, d e v el o p m e nt, a n d r et e nti o n of Bl a c k 

t e a c h ers. A d diti o n all y, w e n e e d t o s u p p ort o ur W hit e m aj orit y w or kf or c e  wit h c ult ur all y 

r es p o nsi v e pr of essi o n al d e v el o p m e nt s o t h e y c a n b ett er s er v e t h eir i n cr e asi n gl y di v ers e 

st u d e nts.     

Est a blis hi n g t h at Bl a c k st u d e nts wit hi n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m c a n b e s u c c essf ul i n 

A P h as a d d e d t o e d u c ati o n al r es e ar c h, b ut d o es n ot s ol v e t h e e xisti n g o p p ort u nit y g a p f a ci n g 

Bl a c k st u d e nt a c c ess t o A P. T h e st u d y h as est a blis h e d t h e n e e d f or gr o wi n g t h e B l a c k t e a c h er 

w or kf or c e, al o n g wit h a m or e c ult ur all y r es p o nsi v e w or kf or c e. I c o nfr o nt e d t his iss u e t hr e e y e ars 

a g o  w h e n c h all e n g e d wit h “ W h y d o I c ar e ” ? I c ar e b e c a us e m y st u d e nts h el p e d o p e n m y e y es t o 

t h e m yt h of e d u c ati o n b ei n g t h e gr e at e q u ali z er. As a s o ci et y a n d as e d u c at ors, it is o ur d ut y t o 

tr a nsf or m t his m yt h t o a r e alit y. As t h e di v ersit y i n t his n ati o n c o nti n u es t o i n cr e as e, o ur s u c c ess 

as a c o u ntr y d e p e n ds o n o ur a d a pt a bilit y. M or e i m p ort a ntl y,  all  st u d e nts d es er v e t o b e gi v e n t h e 

b est o p p ort u nit y t o b e s u c c essf ul.  
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b o ar d -d e ci m at e d -t h e-bl a c k -e d u c at or -pi p eli n e -a -s c h ol ar -e x pl ai ns -h o w/ 2 0 2 2/ 0 5  

Wils o n, E. ( 2 0 1 1). L e v eli n g l o c alis m a n d r a ci al i n e q u alit y i n e d u c ati o n t hr o u g h t h e N o C hil d  

L eft B e hi n d A ct p u bli c c h oi c e pr o visi o n. U ni v ersit y of Mi c hi g a n J o ur n al of L a w R ef or m , 

4 4 ( 4 4. 3), 6 2 5. htt ps:// d oi. or g/1 0. 3 6 6 4 6/ mjlr. 4 4. 3.l e v eli n g  

Wit e n k o, V., Mir el es -Ri os, R., & Ri os, V. M. ( 2 0 1 7 ). N et w or ks of e n c o ur a g e m e nt: W h o’s  

e n c o ur a gi n g L ati n a/ o St u d e nts a n d W hit e st u d e nts t o e nr oll i n h o n ors a n d A d v a n c e d -

Pl a c e m e nt ( A P) C o urs es ? J o ur n al of L ati n os a n d E d u c ati o n , 1 6 ( 3), 1 7 6– 1 9 1. 

htt ps:// d oi. or g/ 1 0. 1 0 8 0/ 1 5 3 4 8 4 3 1. 2 0 1 6. 1 2 2 9 6 1 2   

W o o ds o n , C. G. ( 1 9 3 3). T h e mis -e d u c ati o n of t h e N e gr o . Cr e at es p a c e I n d e p e n d e nt  

P u blis hi n g Pl atf or m.  

W or c h el, S., I u z zi ni, J., C o ut a nt, D., & I v al di, M. ( 2 0 0 0). A m ulti di m e nsi o n al m o d el of i d e ntit y:  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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R el ati n g i n di vi d u al a n d gr o u p i d e ntiti es t o i nt er gr o u p b e h a vi or. I n S o ci al I d e ntit y 

Pr o c ess es . S a g e P u bli c ati o ns I n c. 

  



1 8 8  
 

A P P E N DI X A : I R B A P P R O V A L 

 

 

 

 



b h g

" B B - ) .? e! #C! $ % @ . U! $ @ & P - U!? ) $ % & @ 0 - ) %



b g S



b g b



b g U



b g R



b g V



b g c



b g e



b g f



b g h



b g g

" B B - ) .? e! 'C! B? , * %! % - $ %? ) /! 1 - - . # " ' (

4/ 3/ 2 3, 8 �0 2 P MOl m st e d F all s Ci t y S c h o ol s M ail - S u r v e y

P a g e 1 o f 1h t t p s:// m ail. g o o gl e. c o m/ m ail/ u/ 0/ � i k = e 1 d 8 9 a 8 0 c 4 & vi e w = p t & s e a r c h = al … hi d = t h r e a d -f: 1 7 6 2 1 7 9 0 5 4 8 2 9 3 6 1 5 4 6 & si m pl = m s g -f: 1 7 6 2 1 7 9 0 5 4 8 2 9 3 6 1 5 4 6

B ri a n Z ell er < b z ell er @ of c s. n et >

S u r v e y
1 m e s s a g e

A ar o n Er e dit ari o < a ar o n. er e dit ari o @ b a y s c h o ol s o hi o. or g > M o n, A pr 3, 2 0 2 3 at 2: 0 1 P M
T o: Bri a n Z ell er < b z ell er @ of c s. n et >

Hi Bri a n,

T h a n k y o u f or a s ki n g f or f e e d b a c k a b o ut t h e s ur v e y.

I t h o u g ht t h e d e s cri pti o n of y o ur w or k a n d w h y t h e s ur v e y i s b ei n g s e nt t o C A M E R A a d mi ni str at or s w a s l o gi c al.  T h e fl o w of t h e s ur v e y, br o k e n
i nt o s e cti o n s, w a s al s o l o gi c al. T h e a p p e ar a n c e ( c ol or s, or g a ni z ati o n, et c...) w a s pr of e s si o n al a n d cl e a n.

M y q u e sti o n s ar e ar o u n d t h e o p e n e n d e d q u e sti o n s at t h e e n d of t h e s ur v e y.  H o w will y o u q u a ntif y a n d / or a n al y z e t h e r e s p o n s e s ?  Will t h e
r e s p o n s e s c all f or m or e q u e sti o n s o n  y o ur p art b a c k t o t h e gr o u p ?  D o y o u t hi n k ( or m a y b e y o u h a v e alr e a d y d o n e t hi s) a s ki n g th e o p e n e n d e d
q u e sti o n s pri or t o t h e s ur v e y mi g ht h el p dri v e a d diti o n al or m or e s p e cifi c q u e sti o n s ?  

I h o p e y o ur l a b or i s fr uitf ul a n d m or e bl a c k st u d e nt s ar e r e gi st er e d f or A P c o ur s e w or k i n N E O hi o.

B e st wi s h e s,

A ar o n Er e dit ari o
Dir e ct or of H u m a n R e s o ur c e s & O p er ati o n s
( 4 4 0) 6 1 7- 7 3 9 8

C O N FI D E N TI A LI T Y N O TI C E: T h e c o nt e nt s of t hi s e m ail m e s s a g e a n d a n y att a c h m e nt s ar e i nt e n d e d s ol el y f or t h e a d dr e s s e e( s) a n d m a y
c o nt ai n c o nfi d e nti al a n d/ or pri vil e g e d i nf or m ati o n a n d m a y b e l e g all y pr ot e ct e d fr o m di s cl o s ur e. If y o u ar e n ot t h e i nt e n d e d r e ci pi e nt of t hi s
m e s s a g e or t h eir a g e nt, or if t hi s m e s s a g e h a s b e e n a d dr e s s e d t o y o u i n err or, pl e a s e i m m e di at el y al ert t h e s e n d er b y r e pl y e m ail a n d t h e n
d el et e t hi s m e s s a g e a n d a n y att a c h m e nt s. If y o u ar e n ot t h e i nt e n d e d r e ci pi e nt, y o u ar e h er e b y n otifi e d t h at a n y u s e, di s s e mi n a ti o n, c o p yi n g, or
st or a g e of t hi s m e s s a g e or it s att a c h m e nt s i s stri ctl y pr o hi bit e d. 
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Fr o m: CI TI P r o g r a m N o R e pl y n or e pl y @ citi pr o gr a m. or g S u bj e ct: CI TI Pr o gr a m – C o ur s e C o m pl eti o n f or Bri a n Z ell er 

D at e: O ct o b er 2 6, 2 0 2 2 at 3: 5 5 P M T o: mr b z ell er @ g m ail. c o m 

C o u rs e C o m p le tio n fo r B ria n Z e lle r

C o n gr at ul ati o n s o n y o ur r e c e nt c o ur s e c o m pl eti o n! 

N a m e:
I n stit uti o n:
C o ur s e:
St a g e:
C o m pl eti o n D at e: E x pir ati o n D at e: C o m pl eti o n R e c or d I D: 

B ria n Z e lle r (I D: 1 1 6 9 8 6 3 5)

Y o u n g s to w n S ta te U n iv e rs ity (I D: 2 5 2 0)

S o c ia l & B e h a v io ra l R e s e a rc h – B a s ic /R e fre s h e r 1 – B a s ic C o u rs e
2 6 O c t 2 0 2 2
2 5 O c t 2 0 2 5
5 2 3 2 0 3 2 8
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A P P E N DI X E : E M AI L R E Q U E S T F O R C A M E R A C O N T A C T I N F O R M A TI O N 

I nf o r m ati o n f o r Di s s e rt ati o n 
2 m e s s a g e s  

 
Bri a n Z ell er  < b z ell er @ of c s. n et >  S at, A pr 1, 2 0 2 3 at 1 1: 1 5 P M  
T o: K ell y W a s hi n gt o n < k ell y. w a s hi n gt o n @ a a c s. n et >, A n g el a H ar p er < a h ar p er @ a p sl e ar n s. or g >, J a s o n 
O n dr u s <j o n dr u s @ b ar b ert o n s c h o ol s. or g >, J a Ti n a T hr e at <jt hr e at @ b e df or d s c h o ol s. or g >, Vi n c e n z o 
R u g gi er o < vr u g gi er o @ b er e a s c h o ol s. or g >, " D ei dr e K. St o k e s D a vi s" < st o k e s d a vi s _ d @ c c s di stri ct . or g >, 
P a ul L o m b ar d o < p _l o m b ar d o @ c h u h. or g >, Bri a n Willi a m s < bri a n. willi a m s @ c o pl e y -f airl a w n. or g >, 
J a c q u eli n e St ur m <j st ur m @ e u cli d s c h o ol s. or g >, T o m L ar ki n <tl ar ki n @ k e nt s c h o ol s. n et >, T aj u a n n a 
H u n ni c utt <t aj u a n n a. h u n ni c utt @ m a pl e s c h o ol s. c o m >, s h o n. s mit h @ n or d o ni a s c h o ol s. or g, Bri a n Z ell er 
< b z ell er @ of c s. n et >, " C. P atri c k H o y" < h o y c @ p ar m a cit y s c h o ol s. or g >, " Dr. J o s h u a E n gl e h art" 
<j o s h. e n gl e h art @ p cl s. n et >, " Giff or d, S a m u el" < giff or d. s a m u el @rr c s. or g >, " P att er s o n, Ni c ol e" 
< p att er s o n _ n @ s h a k er. or g >, " Mill er, Willi a m" < mil l er w @ s el. k 1 2. o h. u s >, Mi k e A c o m b 
< mi k e a c o m b @ s ol o n b o e. or g >, B E LI N D A M C KI N N E Y < b m c ki n n e y @t wi n s b ur g c s d. or g >  

H ell o,  
 
A f e w m o nt h s a g o I t al k e d t o o ur gr o u p a b o ut s e n di n g t h e s ur v e y i n str u m e nt f or m y di s s ert ati o n t o 
p e o pl e i n y o ur di stri ct s.   I a s k e d at t h at ti m e if t h e c o n s orti u m w o ul d b e willi n g t o d o u bl e c h e c k w h at I 
h a v e c oll e ct e d o n y o ur di stri ct t h u s f ar, a n d a d d a n yt hi n g t h at m a y b e mi s si n g or i n a c c ur at e.   
 
It i s n o w ti m e f or m e t o b e gi n t h at pr o c e s s i n t h e h o p e s of s e n di n g m y s ur v e y o ut i n 
M a y/ J u n e.   Wit hi n t h e g o o gl e s h e et t h at I will b e s h ari n g I a m l o o ki n g f or t h e f oll o wi n g i nf or m ati o n:   
 
C A M E R A R e pr e s e nt ati v e a n d e m ail  
S u p eri nt e n d e nt  n a m e a n d e m ail  
A s si st a nt S u p eri nt e n d e nt a n d e m ail  
C urri c ul u m Dir e ct or s a n d s u p er vi s or s w h o w o ul d s er v e at t h e H S l e v el a n d e m ail  
H S Pri n ci p al n a m e a n d e m ail  
H S A P( s) n a m e a n d e m ail  
 
T h e li n k f or t h e s h e et i s:  C A M E R A C o nt a ct Li st f or Z ell er St u d y . Y o u all h a v e e dit or a c c e s s (tr u st 
e x er ci s e : -)) t o e dit y o ur di stri ct a s y o u s e e fit.  
 
F or t h e e difi c ati o n of t h e gr o u p, m y st u d y i s o n t h e i n stit uti o n al a n d e xt er n al b arri er s Bl a c k st u d e nt s 
f a c e e nr olli n g i n A P c o ur s e w or k. M y s ur v e y q u e sti o n s will b e c e nt er e d ar o u n d t h o s e b arri er s a n d 
w hi c h ar e t h e m o st i m p a ctf ul.   
 
I w o ul d gr e atl y a p pr e ci at e a n y h el p t h at y o u c a n pr o vi d e a s I w or k o n t hi s st u d y. If y o u h a v e a n y 
q u e sti o n s, pl e a s e l et m e k n o w.  
 
T h a n k s,  
Bri a n   
 
 
 
--  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Yaw8NidR75DV_tnuVzacXqRgAfyqEluUHU9RJmByPy8/edit?usp=sharing
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https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/appointments/schedules/AcZssZ3X-p2lUIe1sEfCes8G9DxG20c7T7-jvBmU50gjbJHvvL6uOBC8vEdmk-cV-0-Cqe_AXLE7pqXR
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A P P E N DI X F: R E Q U E S TI N G Y O U R P A R TI CI P A TI O N I N M Y R E S E A R C H S T U D Y  
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A P P E N DI X G : C O N S E N T F O R M T O C O M P L E T E T H E S U R V E Y  

M y n a m e is Bri a n Z ell er a n d I a m a d o ct or al c a n di d at e i n E d u c ati o n al L e a d ers hi p at 

Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y i n t h e C oll e g e of E d u c ati o n a n d I will b e c o n d u cti n g a mi x e d - 

m et h o ds r es e ar c h st u d y t h at will e x a mi n e t h e b arri ers Bl a c k st u d e nts f a c e i n a c c ess i n g A P 

c o urs e w or k i n a N ort h e ast O hi o C o ns orti u m of 2 0 s c h o ol distri cts, fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of hi g h 

s c h o ol a n d c e ntr al offi c e s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors. Li k e y o u, I s er v e i n a n a d mi nistr ati v e c a p a cit y 

wit hi n t his c o ns orti u m.  M y p assi o n i n e x a mi ni n g t his r es e ar c h t o pi c st e ms fr o m pr e vi o usl y 

s er vi n g as a hi g h s c h o ol pri n ci p al i n a di v ers e distri ct w h o o bs er v e d dis pr o p orti o n at e n u m b ers of 

Bl a c k st u d e nts e nr oll e d i n A P cl ass es w h e n c o m p ar e d t o t h e st u d e nt p o p ul ati o n.  

W hil e c urr e nt r es e ar c h a c k n o wl e d g es t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p b et w e e n W hit e a n d Bl a c k 

st u d e nts, t h er e is a c o nsi d er a bl e r es e ar c h g a p r el at e d t o t h e s p e cifi c b arri ers f o u n d t o li mit Bl a c k 

st u d e nt e nr oll m e nt i n A P l e v el c o urs e w or k. As a s c h o ol a d mi nistr at or y o ur r ol e is t o d e v el o p, 

b uil d, a n d m ai nt ai n s yst e m fr a m e w or ks w hi c h will e m p o w er all st u d e nts t o p urs u e t h e a c a d e mi c 

p at h w a ys of t h eir c h oi c e.  T his st u d y will c oll e ct d at a r el at e d t o e xt er n al a n d i nstit uti o n al b arri ers 

f a ci n g Bl a c k st u d e nts i n p urs ui n g A P l e v el c o urs e w or k i n a n eff ort t o a d dr ess t h es e li miti n g 

f or c es a n d s hri n k t h e o p p ort u nit y g a p f or Bl a c k st u d e nts i n N ort h e ast O hi o.   

T h er e ar e a p pr o xi m at el y 1 0 9 hi g h s c h o ol a d mi nistr at ors i n t h e C A M E R A c o ns orti u m.  

B ei n g a n a d mi nistr at or wit hi n t h e c o ns orti u m is w h y y o u w er e s el e ct e d t o p arti ci p at e i n t his 

st u d y.  

If y o u a gr e e t o b e i n t h e st u d y, t h e f oll o wi n g will o c c ur:  

1.  Wit hi n t h e s ur v e y, pl e as e a ns w er all q u esti o n it e ms.   
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2.  T his o nli n e s ur v e y will as k y o u d e m o gr a p hi c q u esti o ns r el at e d t o y o ur a g e, e d u c ati o n 

l e v el, r a c e a n d s c h o ol p ositi o n.  A d diti o n al q u esti o ns will b e as k e d r e g ar di n g y o ur 

p er c e pti o n of w h at y o u f e el ar e b arri ers t o Bl a c k st u d e nts t a ki n g A P c o urs e w or k.   

T h e s ur v e y will b e c o n d u ct e d t hr o u g h a n o nli n e s ur v e y a n d will t a k e a p pr o xi m at el y 2 0 

mi n ut es t o c o m pl et e. W hil e n o p ers o n al i nf or m ati o n will b e g at h er e d t hr o u g h t h e i nstr u m e nt, it is 

c o n c ei v a bl e t h at i d e ntif yi n g d at a c o ul d b e d e d u c e d t hr o u g h t h e d e m o gr a p hi c q u esti o ns wit hi n t h e 

s ur v e y.  T h e p ur p os e of t h e d e m o gr a p hi c q u esti o ns is t o e v al u at e w h at diff er e n c es, if a n y, ar e 

f o u n d b et w e e n ur b a n a n d s u b ur b a n distri cts.   

N o m o n et ar y i n c e nti v e will b e iss u e d f or y o ur p arti ci p ati o n i n t his st u d y. It is m y h o p e t h at 

y o u s e e t h e v al u e i n i d e ntif yi n g p ot e nti al b arri ers Bl a c k st u d e nts f a c e s o w e c a n b e gi n t o a d dr ess 

t h os e iss u es i n t h e e d u c ati o n c o m m u nit y.  U p o n c o m pl eti o n of t he st u d y, all distri cts wit hi n t h e 

c o ns orti u m will b e pr es e nt e d wit h t h e fi n di n gs.   

Pl e as e c o m pl et e t h e s ur v e y b y J ul y 1.  

If y o u h a v e a n y c o m m e nts or c o n c er ns a b o ut p arti ci p ati o n i n t his st u d y, pl e as e c o nt a ct Bri a n 

Z ell er at 4 1 9 -6 5 4 -0 5 1 6 or b z ell er @st u d e nt. ys u. e d u . If y o u ar e n ot c o mf ort a bl e c o nt a cti n g m e 

dir e ctl y, pl e as e c o nt a ct t h e Offi c e of R es e ar c h S er vi c es at Y o u n gst o w n St at e U ni v ersit y at 3 3 0 -

9 4 1 -2 3 7 8 or r es e ar c h @ ys u. e d u t o r e p ort y o ur c o n c er n.  

Y o ur p arti ci p ati o n i n t his st u d y is V O L U N T A R Y. Y o u ar e fr e e t o d e cli n e t o b e i n t his st u d y, 

or t o wit h dr a w fr o m it at a n y ti m e.  

I h a v e r e a d all of t h e a b o v e i nf or m ati o n a b o ut t h e r es e ar c h st u d y i n a d diti o n t o m y ri g hts as a 

r es e ar c h p arti ci p a nt. I v ol u nt aril y a gr e e t o p arti ci p at e i n t his r es e ar c h st u d y a n d will b e pr o vi d e d 

a c o p y of t his f or m u p o n writt e n r e q u est. If I f e el u n c o mf o rt a bl e at a n y p oi nt i n t h e r es e ar c h 

mailto:bzeller@student.ysu.edu
mailto:research@ysu.edu
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st u d y, I h a v e t h e ri g ht t o r ef us e t o a ns w er a n y q u esti o n a n d m a y als o e n d t h e s ur v e y a n d m y 

p arti ci p ati o n i n t h e st u d y at a n y ti m e.  

    

I c o ns e nt t o p arti ci p at e i n t h e r es e ar c h st u d y. 
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