New dean
appointed
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The appointment of the
new dean to the Colleges of
Arts and Sciences has stirred
up some controversy among
the committee that chose the
finalists.

One member of the search
committee praised the deci-
sion, another disagreed, and
another .
The committee, made up
of YSU faculty members, stu-
dent representatives and com-
munity members, narrowed
the candidates from the 93 that
applied to four finalists. The
finalists included Dr. Robert
Bolla from St. Louis
University, Dr. Harry Gafney
from City University of New
York, Dr. Harold Omes from
Southern Utah University and
Dr. Carol Blackshire-Belay
from Indiana State University.

According to Dr. Paul
Peterson, search committee
chair, the four finalists were
narrowed down to two top
candidates. These two candi-
dates’ hames were thén passed
on to Dr. Tony Atwater, univer-
sity provost, and Dr. David
Sweet, university president.
These two administrators
chose Bolla. Blackshire-Belay
was the other top candidate.

Peterson said, “Bolla
brings a very strong interdisci-
plinary background to YSU,
with _experience in both
humanities and sciences. This
is important to the College of
Arts and Sciences.”

“Bolla has a breadth of
new experiences to move the
university to a new level,” said
Peterson.

Bolla also has an interest
in general education courses
and is “strongly committed to
the first year student experi-
ence” he added.

Dr. Victor Wan-Tatah,
another search committee
member, disagrees with this
assessment of Bolla. Wan-
Tatah said he thinks
Blackshire-Belay was the more

candidate. 4

“Blackshire-Belay was
more versed with general edu-
cation requirements than Bella.
We missed out on a big oppor-
tunity by letting Blackshire-
Belay go. Her credentials were
more compelling and lumi-
nous than Bolla’s,” said Wan-
Tatah.

Wan-Tatah also said he felt
the odds were stacked against
Blackshire-Belay from the

and one of the rea-
sons for this adversity is that
Blackshire-Belay is a_black
female. Wan-Tatah added that
for a university that claims to
promote diversity it must not

really matter.
According to the affirma-
tive action plan from the office

tl'n best qualified and diverse
administrative-professional
staff.”

However, according to the
office of Equal Opportunity six
of the seven deans of the col-
leges on campus are white. The
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seventh dean is Asian and is
the interim dean until Bolla
starts on July 1, 2002.

Yet other members of the
search committee remain neu-
tral. Dr. Nathan Ritchey said,
“We were very fortunate to
have two great candidates. |

mittee, Bolla received his Ph.D.
in zoology from the University
of Massachusetts in 1967,

Bolla is retired
dean Dr. Barbara Brothers.
Brothers retired last July. Dr.
Ikram Khawaja has been inter-
im dean since July 1, 2001.



