" (Editor’s note: Dr. Richard J.
, director of Library services
it Heidelberg College, was ap-
winted the new head librarian at
YSU last month His appointment
will be effective this November
pon the retirement of Dr.
e Jones, present head librar-
. The following is a Jambar
nterview with Dr. Owen. )

The Jambar: Are you planning
y innovative changes for our
ew library?
- Owen: Certainly! I'll impose
my personality on the library.
m though, I haven’t had the
, to make plans one way or
r. 1 hope any changes we
make will be improvements. As
far as staff is concerned 1 hope to
get more people to supply ser-
_vices. Personally, I’'m in favor of
g more para-professionals.

- The Jambar: Do you see the
‘new library offering new ad-
dltioml sewlces"

{ Owen: .l really don’t know
‘what you offer right now. But I
‘h\ow what I would like. I'd like
o see the library made the center
| of campus. In the past I've had a
[uudent string quartet come into
. the library some evening it’s nor-
- mally closed, or a poetry reading
- and have students come in to sit
-and read enjoying the entertain-
"-hnt. I think there should be
“more places to display art. You
can’t do this all the time, but you
- can investigate the possibility and
see how the students react.
- The Jambar: Do you see the
needs of student - changing with
- respect to the library?
 Owen: Well, you're not going
to do away with the book but
there are other media to be used.
tudents are more gadget minded.
’re not afraid to use micro-
ms. They're not afraid to sit
“vn and look at a small tape
use program learning. You
buy equipment small enough

to carry out and sit under a tree
and use it. You shouldn’t be
restricted to using everything in
the building. We'll also have 98
study carrels in the new libyary.
And for every two floors there
will be three layers of books.
There will be a classical break-
down as far as departments, |
think there’s going to have to be
some sitting down between the
library and the administration,
the faculty and students deciding
how you want the library devel-
opment. I feel that there should
be at least one person too, one
staff member whose primary and
only job will be working with the
faculty. Finding out — What does
the faculty want? What do the
students want?

Somehow you have to start
with the faculty encouraging
them to structure their courses so
they will more fully utilize the
resources we have. Once they do
that then you’re going to get the
students involved with the librar-
y. But, without a library on cam-
pus you don’t have a school. So
just in itself, what is it... it’s the
center of campus. But, in order to
make it the true center of campus
you’re going to have to have the
students enjoy coming into the
building.

You mentioned that there’s no
place to sit, you can’t group
study... well, we’re playing with
arrangements, with round tables
where you can sit six people to sit
and study or work on group
projects.

We can also present attractions
in the library. | mentioned this
quartet we had, or art displays.
I'm really not sure what the
students here are open for. The
students are going to feel me out
and I’'m going to feel the students
out, At Heidelberg we developed
an attitude where the staff en-
joyed having the students in the
library and the students therefore

'wen speaks of improvements
Ind new attractions in library

enjoyed going to the library.

The Jambar: Students are
turned off by the library basically
because they do not know how to
use it. How would you cope with
this?

Owen: At Heidelberg we initi-
ated going to the students in the
classrooms and through the facul-
ty, examining syllabi ... And’
the library can see from this what
the students will need throughout
the semester, throughout the
quarter and in turn prepare for it.

Thisis a neverending problem
of how to get people to use the
library. Part of it's a faculty
problem. If the faculty does not
require students to get material
out of the library the students
will not go to the library. It’s
kind of a three-way education
between the library and the facul-
ty and the library and (e stu-
dents.

The Jambar: What about hir-
ing students to help other stu-*
dents learn to use the card cata-
logue?

Owen: Now you’re getting ir:-
to a pet project of mine, I'm
trying to do away with the card
catalogue. In 20 years I may be
able to. Are you aware that there
is & college library computer cir-
cuit system where you can sit at a
keyboard and quarry to a com-
puter to find out if Youngstown
has a book. You won’t need a
card catalogue. Some people fig-
ure in 20 years there won't be
card catalogues. You're not afraid
to sit there and punch it out, It’s
just like typing. This is based on
technology which students are
not afraid of.

The Jambar: Do you think this
system eventually will be used at

.‘ﬂ" a

YSU?

Owen: 1 hope so. It’s there.

_Right now the state universities

are thrashing out the technologi-
cal details of the problem.

The Jambar: What do you
think of the tattle-tape security
device that will be part of ous
new library?

It’s one of the best
measures they’ve devised so far. If
your books aren’t desensitized
they call you back. And rathe:
than say Hey you're stealing &
book, they just inform you that
you fargot to check it out.



