Edu;dor plans to write more plays
Don Elser retires after 34 years

by George Denney |
Professor R. Donald Elser of

ever, not as a teacher but as a
student. That was in 1931 when
YSU was Youngstown College.
“At that time,” Elser said, “‘every-
thing was in Jones Hall, including
the library.” He graduated in
1935 with a major in secondary

For six years Elser then taught
in three area high schools, Mineral
Ridge, Chalker (in Southington),
and Greenford, which is in the

. South Range school system where
he now holds a seat on the school
board.

During these six years, he
wrote and directed many three-act
plays which ‘were performed at
“the schools. Professor Elser said
that he became involved in theatre
while studying English at Youngs-
L town College. He said there is
a direct’ correlation between
English studies and theatre.

Professor Elser spent two years
in the Air Corps, from 1943 to
1945. While stationed in St.
Louis, he attended Washington
University. He returned to YSU
as a faculty member in January,
1946, and began, teaching speech
and English composition in the

Department

teaching, Elser found time to
write and produce many one-act

in the
Park” and “A Ticket to the City,”

Elser, and the year they published
“A Ticket to the City,” only

20 other oneact plays were
published by them,

Elser has received, thus far,
over $10,000 in royalties from
“Balcony Scene,” which he con-
siders his most popular play.

Elser also chaired the speech
department * for 16 years and
coached the YSU debate and for-
encsic team for five years.

One of the most important
contributions to the University
community made by Elser is the
FM station, WYSU. “Eleven years
ago | persuaded then YSU Presi-
dent, Pugsley, that we needed an
FM station.” Elser said that he
and Steve Greevich, director of
broadcasting, who was instru-
mental in forming a high school
FM station in Struthers, co-
founded WYSU.

Elser said that the only thing
he would rather do than teach,
is write. Although it is apparent
he has been able to do both equal-
ly well over the past 34 years, he
will be able to concentrate on the
latter during his retirement.

He and his wife, Lois, who is

a graduate of YSU, have four
daughters, three who have gradu-
ated from the University and one

. who is a student here. One of the

graduated daughters is an instruc-
tor at YSU in speech and theatre.
The Elsers have traveled ex-
tensively to Asia, Bomeo, India,
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Malaysia, Thailand, Russia, and
most European countries. Elser
expresses an interest in continu-
ing to travel during retirement.
He wistfully thought aloud, “You
know, | really hoge to get to
Africa, Australia and New Zéa-
land.”

“I have been here a long time,”
Elser said, “and a lot of students
have passed through my classes.
Every once and a while, one will
come up to me and tell me how
much he appreciated something
I said or did for him in a class he
was enrolled in many years ago.

“It’s this sort of thing that
makes the- teaching profession so
satisfying. To tell the honest
truth,” Elser concluded, “there
will be times in the future when
I'm going to miss it very much.”



