YSU breaks ground for center
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EL1ZABETH TABAK
The Jambar

Gray skies and drizzling
rain did not stop the ground-
breaking of the Youngstown
State University John S. and
Doris M. Andrews Recreation
and Wellness Center.

Monday afternoon, stu-
dents, trustees, administrators
and faculty crowded into the
front lobby of Beeghly Center
to witness what most speakers
deemed a historic day.

The music of YSU’s
Marching Pride band blasted
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REC CENTER:University President David Sweet breaks
ground for the Doris M. Andrews Recreation and Weliness
Center with YSU students Monday.



CENTER, continued from page 1

Beeghly Cenlter, setting a festive tone for the event
as trustees and adnyinistrators took their place at
the front of the room.

Two dirt-filled wooden troughs stood next to
the podium. Gold shovels embossed with the
- words “Andrews Wellness and Recreation ground-
breaking, April 19, 2004” were stuck in the dirt, and
blue prints surrounded them.

tors listened as YSU's Chief
Officer Paul McFadden, University
President David Sweet, Andrews Recreation and
Wellness Center Campaign co-chairs Douglas
McKay ‘and Gregory Ridler, Andrews Recreation
and Wellneds Cenfer director Jack Rigney and stu-
dent committee chairwoman Carla Macali spoke at
the event.

McFadden thanked® community benefactors,
theYSU Board of Trustees And the student commit-
tee that worked to create the recreation and well-
ness center, He explained that the dedication of
those in the YSU community has made possible the
mbndﬂtilllwinbnwlnymhopm
-fall 2005.

. "'l‘lbbnsymhddtlnmmiummdll!
peopledYouWnu\dﬂ\eMMVallq'
McFadden'said.
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the plans for the recreation center.

« “The students were the driving force behind
'tl'neﬁoﬂ. Sweet said..”It was their dream.”

Sweet also reminded the audience that the uni-
" versity is still just short of their funding goal for the
university, saying that individuals “can’t lose sight
of the funding gap.”

Cutrently, Ihccunpdgnhnnhadﬂlﬂmil—
lion from approximately 530 benefactors contribut-
ing private funds for the recreation center.

. The donation of $2 million came from the John
S. and Doris M. Andrews trust fund, the namesakes
of the recreation center.

Ridler spoke on the history of the center’s
namesakes. 5

Ridler said the Apdrews were pillars of busi-
‘ness and charity in the Youngstown community
Mmﬁmﬂmmﬁn;mﬁdm

“John and Doris realized the importance of the
university not only on it students, but on the entire
Mahoning Valley,” Ridler said. “That is what makes
this groundbreaking all the more special.”

Looking down on theceremony from a stair-
way, Human Performance and Exercise Science
Professor Gordon Longmuir smiled on the buzzing
activity on the floor below.

Longmuir spoke of the bénkfits that he saw for

and adding more activities within the university.
He also said it is an accomplishment that the uni-
versity should be proud of.

“People laughed and thought this would never
happen and here we are,” r sajd.

Vice President of Student Affairs Cynthia
Andetson said the center is the result of the dedica-
tion of a few students.

“This student mittee is one of the most
active I've ever had the privilege tq work with,”
“Anglerson said. “They’ve set a great example of set-
ﬁngdudenb sights high.*

Student committee member Melissa Nero said
the project js overdue and she is glad the universi-
ty would finally be providing students with a place
whaellryanm'\dhwhmwiﬂ\thdr

rystal Duncan agreed and said
groundbreaking marRed the beginning of
Mwmumumm

'Il’lndupod,podhwm Duncan said.
“It, will bring YSU great publicity and will really
uﬁhhamp&mddnoumnﬂyhd\ebﬂ-
ter.”

Call Christina Poe at (330) 941-3523.
- Call Elizabeth Tabak at (330) 941-1989.



