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GRETCHEN ELIZABETH BRICKLEY

Gretchen Elizabeth Brickley has been affiliated
with the railroad business all of her 1life. The
daughter of a rallroader she found it natural to remain
in the lifestyle to which she was accustomed when she
married a railroader, Kenneth E. Brickley on April 4,
1951. Born on April 8, 1931 in Cambridge Springs,
Pennsylvania, Gretchen has spent a good deal of her life
on the move following the railroad. Although having no
regrets herself about the lifestyle she chose, she
would prefer her four children and grandchildren choosge
another lifestyle and occupation due to the railroad.
industry's decline in recent years.

The daughter of Lloyd J. and Ann E. Carter, Gretchen
graduated from Huntington High School in Huntington,
Indiana. Before becoming pregnant with her first child
in 1952, she worked for the Phelps Dodge Corporation from
september, 1950 to November, 1951. Currently residing in
Youngstown, Ohio, she is a member of the Westminister

Presbyterian Church and enjoys cooking and gardening.

Jeffrey Scott Suchanek
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D: This is an interview for the Youngstown State. Uni-
versgity Oral History Program with Mrs, Gretchen
Brickley at 3:00 p.m. on June 8, 1980, The subject
is a woman's persgpective of railroad life. _

First of all Mrs. Brickléy, do you want to tell me
something about your childhood?

B: Well, T was born in Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvanila,
and my father worked. for the Erie Rallroad, which
ran through Cambridge Springs; in fact, 1t was the
halfway point between New York and Chicago. Soon'
alfter I was born, we moved to Corry, Pennsylvania,
and there my brother was born. Dad worked in the
freight office in Corry, and.I spent part of my child-
hood there. My older sister, started first grade
there and then soon afterwards due to job difficulties
in Corry, {laying off during the Depression) my
father was moved to Jamestown, New York.

That's where we lived for most of my childhood yearge-~
I went through grade scheool and Jjunior high scheol.
When T was in seventh grade at Lincoln Junior High
School, my dad was transferred to Meadville, Pennsyl-
vania. We lived outside of Meadville with my grand-
father. on his farm for about a year and a half. We
attended school in Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania
then, and 1t was a new experience for all of us, - We
went to a smaller school and we. rode a school bus,
which wasg a new experilence for us and it was Just a
different time in our childhood. We were there for
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about a year and a half and then my dad was
transferred to Huntington, Tndiana, and at that
time my brother and I were in high school and our
older sister married and chose to stay behind. So-
this was really the first breaking point in our
family. It was one of the more difficult moves L'm
sure for my mother and dad; although my brother and
I didn't find i1t too hard.

We graduated from high school théré in Huntington
and T met and married a railroader, an Erie hailroader,
and we started our married life there.

D: Okay, before we go any fﬁrther, your. father worked for
the railroad during the Depression years.

B: Yes.

D: What were your impressions of the type of life you
led during the Depression? Was your father able to
supply your family with a relatively good. living com=-
pared to other people at this time because he was a
rallroader?

B: Well, I believe so. He was always steadily employed
which was different that a lot of other occupations.
I was quite small at the time, but T would say we had
a pretty. good 1life. Tt did mean, I imagine, some
sacrifices on their part but really as children, we
had a really good childhood, so I would say that it
was probably a pretty good livelihood,

D: What were your feelings as a chlild, being moved.
around from place to place like this? Did you enjoy
it or did you find it a detriment?

B: Well, as T said, I think the hardest move was when my
brother and I were moved in our high school years,
These were the years where we had formed our friend-
ships and 1t was harder to move into a larger school
system and make new friends. But we dld, and I
basically don't think it was too difficult a period
in our lives.

D: Do your brother and sister feel the same way about 1it?

B: Well, no, I would say that my older sister was a
1ittle resentful about moving the first time because
she was a senlor in high school at that time and
really it was quite a d@ifificult move Tor her, But my
brother, I don't believe, ever felt that. We weren't
moved as often as a lot of families had been moved,
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The housing situation I think was the biggest thing
with us because 1t was postwar years and housing was
very dlfflcult to find, and this was kind of a bad
experience,

D: What year was it th&t_yoﬁ'moved to Hﬁntington?
B: 1947.

D: And what year would you have been in school at that
time?

B: T was a sophomore in high school,

D: Okay now, after you graduated from high school, what
dild you do?

B: Well, T.attended a business college in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, and it was a six-month business course that
I took; and then I went to work. in a payroll office
of a corporation there and worked there until, oh T
think it was 1952. The fall of 1952 I was pregnant
and in 1653 I had my first child,

D: Okay now, at this.point, your husband was working [or
the railroad in Huntington?

B: Yes,

D: What was it llke being marrled to Somebody that worked
for the railroad instead of just being a daughter of
a ralilroader?

B: Well, as I said before, it was a good, steady employ-
ment. Not the best hours, because he worked shift
work, but I was, I guess, probably accustomed to
those kind of hours because my .father had worked those
kind of hours when I was young, and so I really didn't
feel 1t was anything too abnormal.

Tt was when my first baby was probably two or three
years old, he went on the job as a wrecker where

they helped to clean up train wrecks:; and these were
very uncertain hours. Sometimes he'd be gone two and
three days at a time and they worked around the clock,
and when he came home, he was dead tired. You know

1t was kind of an exhausting life for him. FHe missed

a 1ot of those childhood activities. But yet, as I've
sald, as far as good,. steady employment and pretty good
pay at that time, T really couldn't fault 1t too much.
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D: All right, now, your husband was transferred quite
a blt with the rallroad. What were your feelings
then as a young wife and mother with children being
moved from place to place?

B: Well, as the'familyrincreased the moves became a
1ittle more difficult, Our flrst move to Hammond,
Indiana, was not too difficult because we. just had
one school-age child at that time, and the transition
period was not too difficult for. him. Again, the
housing situation always presented a problem because,
although the railrocad helped you with your moving
expenses, [inancially if wag kind of a drain on the
family finances to move.. It was hard for the child-~
ren somethimes to find new friends and playmatesg but
basically they adjusted guite well; as they became
older it became more difficult.

D: In what ways o you think it may have been a detri.
ment to your children? As far as maybe school is
concerned, did you find moving from maybe one state
to another might have proved to have been a detriment
to them?

B: I think probably as years went on and. schools became
a little more sophisticated, 1t did become a little
more difficult for them especially when the children
became older and got into the high school years.
That is when it really became difficult for them.
Scholastically it could really be a setback to move
from one school district to another.

D:  All right. How did you feel about railrcading as a
life style? Did you feel that it was a good career
or do you wish now that maybe your husband would have
been in another cccupation?

B: I really can't find too much fault with i1t, I really
think, from my standpoint, it hasn't been diffileult.
T think there have been a lot of times where-hetg
missed a 1ot of things. Our weekends were never free.
Mozt of the time we are confined because of railroad
business and so you don't have the carefree 1life. You
Jjust can't take off for a weekend to do the things
that a lot of people can do.

D: Let me ask you some more basic questions about rail-
roading. In 1960, the Erie Railroad merged with the
Delaware & Lackawanna. What were your impressions of
this merger?
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B: Well, T know it caused quite a lot of talk within
the ranks of the railiroad people.” T guess my
impression was. the Erie inherited different: equipment
and a lot of decrepilt. equipment. And fthere was a lot
of uncertainty as to who was goling to have a job and
who was golng to be out of a job. .We were Tortunate
that my husband hung on and had the gualifications,
I believe that he could withsftand these mergers.
There. was a lot of bitterness. Soclally, people that
had been maybe close as rallroaders sometimes become,
I think because they move so much and each move you
meet somebody you've known in another area of rail-
roading, and so there's a little tile there, but all
of a sudden this tie has been broken because there
isn't the same railroad family that there had been.

D: All right, now thé Erie hasg been 1ncorporated into
another corporation--Conrail., What are your feelings
of this consolidation with Conrall?

B: Well, again, there's a lot of hard feelingg and a lot

of uncertainty. I think i1t's the uncertainty that
_ probably causes. a. lot of stress and strain., The hard

feelings, I'm sure, on the part ofmafy Erilie people is
that they have been shoved into the background and
they have gotten the bad end of the deal. . S0 I think
there are hard feelings; and there definitely isn't
the working relationship. You can feel it in the
conversation in the evenings. that there Just is not,
there's not the trust and there's just not the same
feeling that there was before.

I realize this is a much larger organization but still
T think it's the trust that has been broken and that
you just. don't have the working relationship. So
therelore, if you don't have a working relationship,
you don't have as good a corporation.

D: Would you choose railroading as a career for any of
" your children?

B: I always said, maybe I always sald it kiddingly, but
I suppose maybe underneath it all; I really felt 1t
to be true, no T don't really belleve so. And now,
it's so very uncertain, I feel that I would recommend
them to get into gomething else.

D: Why is this? Because of the uncertainty of it or . ,

B: T think the“unﬁértainty;.and I féél.sométimes that as
I look back, I think maybe you're further ahead to put



BRICKLEY | 6

down your family ties and maybe stay 1n one area.
Financially and otherwise I think Tamilies are bhete
ter off being left intact instead of being uprooted
every two or Three yedrs and belng shipped off to
the end of the railroad,.

D: Then in your opinion, railrocad life isn't as conw
ducive to family 1ife as maybe other professiocons?

B: Definitely not. Definitely not, I.don't belleve it
is. . It takes a lot of work to understand a rail-
roader's life. I really feel that soclally, pecple
that don't work for the railroad can't understand
how anybody could live under such circumstances.

D: Okay. What do you see in the future for railroads?
Do you think that railroads are going to be important
to this country or do you think that they're going
to go down the drain?

B: Well, T feel that they are important and it scems to
me they are our. answer to a lot of this energy
business that we're hearing so much about nowadays,
To me, I think that the railroads could be made to be
profitable.” I think. that something's terribly wrong
in this country where they're all being torn apart.
They secen to be goling down instead of up. So I don't
know whether it's federal regulations or mismanage-
ment or just the changing times and the Inflationary
times that we're having  but they certainly are
taking a beating right now,.

D: Do you think that railroads should bé naticnalized
in this country as they are in Japan and Germany and
other countries?

B: Well, possibly this is the answer. Possibly this. i1s
the only way that they can be made to serve the people
and become profitable and safe. The railroads have
gone downhill and their safety is now a big question
in the minds of everybody; and so I think that this is
what 1t's going to take. <Canada has a very successful
rail system, very profitable and very modern and it's
nationalized, so this might be the answer.

D: You lived in an era where passenger service on the
trains was very prevalent. Do you miss passenger
gervice on railroads? And dco you {hink that this
might possibly have a comeback?

B: T enjoyed passenger service on railroads. . and I'm not
an air traveler go T, more than ever, would think that
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it would be great for it to come back. To me, it's

a relaxing way to travel; you get on and you really
don't have any worries except maybe 1f your train
isn't going to meet 1ts. schedule. I think that ftrain
travel is very enjoyable. T wish 1t would come back.
But I don't know what the future holds for it,

D: Do you think railrocading is a career for women?

B: I think that Conrall, particularly,. has tried to
make a place 1n thelr upper management. for women but
I feel that they're pretty well confined to the clerks
and there's very few if any women executives.  To me
it would be a little difficult maybe Tor a woman to
make it in, you know, say. as a gang [oreman or some-
thing 1ike that. But there are guite a few women
clerks,but other than that I don't know of too many
management Jjobs that are open to women right now.

D: If.you.had 1t to do all over again, do you think that
you would marry into a railrcading 1i1fe? Affer ex~
periencing it as a daughter, do you think that made
it eagier for you to accept 1it?

B: Oh, I think it did, I definitely think it was easier
for me to accept it than a person that had never been
accustomed to the irregular hours and the uprooting
of a move., I think 1t was much easier for me to
accept it. But T don't know whether I'd do it all
over again or. not.. I supprose so. But T certainly
feel there are more. degirable ways of life, more
family-oriented types of professions that make it
better to raise a family where the father's home a
1ot more than say a rallroader.

D: One final question: on a whole, would you say that
the 1ife that the Erie Railrocad provided you as a
daughter and later as a wife and a mother, was a
good life.

B: Yes. I couldn't say that we had had anything but a
good life. We always had financial security and my
children have all seemed to survive all the moveg and
they're basically pretty well adjusted. So I really
have no qualms about saying this but T really feel
that maybe for my children I would want a 1little dif-
ferent 1life and for my grandchildren too.

D: TIs there anything that we didn't cover that you might
want to add? '

B: T can't think of anything right now.



BRICKLEY

D: Well, thank you for the interview.

B: Thank you.

END OF INTERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

