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M: This is an interview with Mr. I. W. Brownlee at his
home at 12500 Youngstown Road on June 30, 1978 at
10 o'clock a.m. Thisg interwiew is by Bernice Mercer
for the Oral History Program of Youngstown State
University.

Mr. Brownlee, we were talking about mines in various
places, and T asked you about mines around here.

As I recall you salid that most of them have already
been striped over by this time. T want you to

react to what Mr. Shaw told me., As a chilld he
remembered people who were in the mines say

when they were mining underneath this 01d Route 90
which is now Rcute 70 that they could here the horses
and wagong over there heads. Did you ever hear any-
thing iike that?

B: That's true. I think they used to c¢all that the
0ld Livingston Mine. That was across the rcad from
our place. At one time the Ohlins had mines over
there. T heard some of those men who were in the
mines say that they could hear the trucks going up
Route 90. They called it Route 90 back in those days,

M: Did they employ quite a lot of people?

B: That was before my time, I couldn't tell ycu. But
one of the Ohlins, and a man by the name of Bryan
were mining a lot of cocal over there during the
depresgion. They had quite a Few men working over
there then. They were shaft mines as I remember,
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The older mines were all slope mines. They went
into a side of a hill.

M: TEvidently, the one across the road was that type.

B: No, T believe maybe that was a slope mine because
they took cannel coal out here. The father of
these Chlin boys around here now used fo dig coal
over there, that cannel coal. T know he is the
one whose slope mine headed west goling towards our
place.

M: That could have gone under the road?
B: IT'm sure it d4did.

M: Was there ever any problem about them being under
your place?

B: That's a questionnow. They never had any rights to
mine coal over here. We never leased any land.
I've never gone in the mine to check; an old slope
mine is not too safe.

M: That frequently comes up. Mrs. Harris hrings that
up that it occasionally happens without knowledge.

B: Pardon me for interrupting, but they were within
their rights to c¢ross under the road and mine coal
because they had a lease on what used to be part of
the old Eckert farm, where Flickinger, and Crespo,
and those people lived, right in front of our place,
That was part of the old Eckert farm. The section
line was the property line, my property line.

M: Mr. Schell thinks that some of that mining went in
the other direction, too. If there was a shaft
there, would there be a possibility that the shaflt
might still exist?

B: I think, Bernice, that all that mining area that they
used to mine has been stripped over. They uncovered
the coal and tock what was left, like the posts.

M: They would have, of course, left parts of the coal?

B: Sure. They left the posts fo hold up the roof.

M: Did you ever hear anybcdy talk about robbing crops
of coal?
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No.

It really wasn't ever heard of? Did you ever hear
any of the miners talk about what their job was like,
how they felt about their job? This is part of the
Tocus tco. Was it a very, very low celling?

To the best of knowledge, that coal varied between
30, 32, 34 inches thick:

That is quite thick?

That's about average for this vein.

It wasn't very comfortable?

No.

You didn't have to lie down?

Oh yes. That's less than three feet.

I've heard those old miners say that there was clay
underneath the coal. I guess they took out some of
that. They always had to lie down on their sides to
mine the coal. Most of the time it was wet, too,
There was water in there.

It was a very unhealthy situation.

I guess most of them, what they tell me, were on thelr
gsides, mining on their sides, picking un:sthat=toal, and
loading it on these cars. It musgt have been a miser-

able Jjob, let me tell you.

What did they use, that you heard about, to pull it
out? Did they have a little engine?

No. They had a little pony.

You've seen the little pony? Were you ever down in
one of those mines?

I never was, I didn't want to. T was afraid of the
mine.

Ts there any other area around here . . . Did you
know about the mine that was on State Line Road
that had to be checked and shut down?

No, T'm not dcquainted with that one.
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I was wondering, it has been, evidently, a pretty
long time ago when Mr. Scholl saw that, i It was
abandoned for many years.

There was a shaft mine down there on the old Gréiner
place. You can gtill see the spoill, arid slate, et
cetera back there now.

Whose place?

It is where Earl Schiller now lives. The shaft has
been fllled in. You can very readlily sece where the
shaft was.

You're sure it was filled in?

Yes, I've walked over it lots of Times.

Of course, there have been places where the impres-=-:
gion was that they were filled in, when what they
did was cap them.

That's true. That's true.

You could walk over top of them. That's what
happened at Hilda Avenue. . . one of them capped over
for so many years

You wouldn't know the name of the cne on Schiller?
There again, I think it was one of the Ohlin's.
Maybe some of the older cnes were mining coal then?

OCh, I'm sure they were.

You were going to tell me something about Brownlee
Woods, which would be of more interest to our project.

I can't be very specific about that. When T was a
young boy, T used to visit there. That was my grand-
fathers farm there.

Brownlee Woods was your grandfathers farm?

Over towards Lake Park Cemetery, I remember there was
a mine shaft there. I can, Jjust as a small boy,
remember seeing the spoil piled up back there, There
was an article in the Vindicator here last year that
listed the known mines in fthe Youngstown area. I
know it mentioned it.
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It mentioned that one?

The Brownlee mine, Brownlee shaft.
They may have a map of it?

I'm sure they do.

Of course, it was abandoned by the time you were
there, or was it working?

Tt was so long ago, Bernice. I don't know.
You were just a little kid?

Just a littlie bit of a kid. I can remember seelng
that spoil pile back there.

Mrs. Harris says that today if you want to find out
where the holes are, you go stand around and just

look in after 1little kids. THey will lead you right
to them. Their parents don't know. Isn't that true?

Sounds logical doegn't it?

You have no other type of information about it? Did
you ever talk to anybody about this? Did your grand-
father ever say anything about that? Do you remember
that mine?

No, my grandfather died when 1 was about twelve. I
suppose his sons, my uncles, could have mentioned

it. T don't remember much about 1it.

There wouldn't be anything that you could remember?

No.

If that ¢ld mine was around about there, there would
be a spoll pile back there, too.

There was a couple of shafts. They brought scil up
intc the mine.

The  rest of the time there wasn't any soll around.
They took out all the coal, and that was about all
there was once they got going out sideways, right?

T guess s8o0.

Could you locate that, you already have partly.
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No, T couldn't, Bernice. I think they have a map
in the Youngstown and Mahoning County [files,

There is this article I read in the paper that men-

tioned it.

So they know about that one, It's really kind of
important to study this, because as the place devel-
ops, and as the cold weather and. wet spring work
on it, it might open up. It is pretty important.

About the only mine I khow of around here is a shaft
mine over on Monroe Myers farm.

T don't know about that. Tell me about that.
That's Mabel Myers! father. Do you know the Myers?
Right. Maybe you remember the first Myers family?

I can remember when Myers used to shear sheep here
long years ago. That land has been stripped over.

It's no prcblem now?

There ig no prcblem.

Of course, if there's a strip mine, 18's a long time
before anybody feels ready fto put any buildings on
it right away.

Yes. I don't know whether it would be advisable.
It's all right to have this on the record. If{ has
been stripped dowm, but that doesn't necessarlly

ellmlnate it if it was a big shaft.

Do they go down as far as the strip mining equipment
into these shafts?

Now, there you got me. I really don't know how deep
these shafts were..

You don't remember when that was working over there?
Did you say you remember?

Monroe Myers?

Yes.
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B: Yes, I remember when they were selling coal over
there. They so0ld cannel coal.

M: You don't remember the pecople who worked there, by
name, any of them?

B: T don't know. I don't think that that was a very
large operation, T think that maybe Monroe Myers
dug some of that coal himself. I don't know for sure.

M: Then we'll get a hold of Mabel on that.
B: Yes, Mabel could tell you.

Just across the road there was a mine, up Honey Creek
Road. They used to call that-the John Ernst farm,
then a Burkey had it, then a Padureen had it, and they
mined a lot of coal over there. There were qguite a
few fellows from Petersburg that used to dig coal for
Padureen. The Marshall Mining Company stripped over
that area.

M: Again, which road? You know what, I mixed up these
roads. I8 Honey Creek BRoad down south, or east of

here?

B: You know where the o0ld Monrce Myers farm is?

M: Yes.

B: Where Mabel Myers lives?

M: Right.

B: There's a road that comes ouft to the Columbiana-New
Castle Road.

M: That's the Honey Creek Road?

B: That's the Honey Creek Road. It swings around, and
comes out on the Harman Road. The Harman Road is
right west of there.

¥: Billocks had part of that, maybe? Do you remember
the people?

B: Billocks, yes.
M: They stripped some.

B: They stripped the same area. Billocks.bought from
the Padureens, I think. .



BROWNLEE 8
M: The same area?
B:  It's the same area, yes.

M: I would be lost up in there because there's too
many mine shafts., It has a lot of coal to sell.
If somebody was really quite ambitious, and skill-

full, they could get guite a little coal out by
themselves.

B: Oh yes, but when Padureen had that he had several
men working in there.

M: This is the same place?

B: The same place as the Blllocks,

M: Really?

B: Yes, I think maybe Billock had that after Padureen.

M: Then that would pe fairly recent. That was thirty
years ago?

B: TI'm not even sure of that.

These names will be on our papers. We'll contact
these people who might know more about it. T get
the impression of scads of mines, mines all over,

B: Yes, T recollect another abandoned mine is up on
Rich Baun's place. It is across Harman Road from
our place, I think there's a man by the name of
Mever that lives there. That's Harman Road. You
know Harman Rocad.

M: I was there once when I was young.

B: I can remember a little bank up there, but that mine
has been abandoned ever since I can remember,

M; If it's that close to the Monroe Myers' then Mabel
might know about that one?

B: She undoubtedly would.

M: The way things are going now, this could easily be
a populated area in another twenty years. We're
interested in names of people that used toc dig coal.

B: Jack Beight lived right beside the Presbyterian
church in Petersburg. Do you remember that little
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house? The church bought 1it, and tore 1t down.
That's where Jack Beight, and his wife, and his
daughter, Lillian, tived. Jack was an old coal miner,
I know that.

M: Is that right? Lillian would know something about
that.

B: Certainly.
M: She lives down here yet?

B: Yes, she lives on Same Street. She married Raymond
Sheely.

M: Good, now there's another. She might be able to
shed a 1little . . . You never know when a little
piece of information that you've been looking for
willl come from an unexpected source.

B: All the time I knew Jack Beight, he was a coal miner
in one of these local mines around here. TI'm sure
Lilllan could give you some information.

M: That's good. HNow, as you can see, I have four other
victims. (Laughter) I can get into this. It's been
pretty interesting. I want to thank you very much for
helping us ocut with this, Mr. Brownlee, It's an
interesting project, not only right now, but for the
future development of this area.

B: It certainly would be. I can understand that project
being interesting.

M: Yes, Thanks again.

END OF INTERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

