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Abstract

In examining juvenile crime and violence, there appears to be a correlation

between this violence and the crime of animal cruelty. To assist in supporting this

hypothesis, as a society we can study and see that there is a known correlation between

violent adult offenders and previous charges of animal cruelty during adolescence. In an

additional attempt to support this hypothesis, research was conducted with a survey

instrument being sent to all juvenile probation and parole officers in the state of Ohio.

These officers mayor may not have chosen to participate in this survey requesting their

knowledge in reference to a correlation between youth violence and animal cruelty. The

results of this research have proven to be very valuable in the fields of criminal justice

and a variety ofareas in social work.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Over the years, abuse of, or cruelty toward animals seems to have become a rapidly

growing problem in our society (Pet Care Library, 2003). Also, increasing over the same

period oftime is the problem ofyouth or juvenile violence. The correlation between these

two issues will be the focus ofthis study. The amount ofyouth crime has been reflective

ofthe population over the years, as the population increases so does youth crime. As

adult crime increases, so again does youth crime. Juveniles that are committing crimes

are becoming more violent (Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 2001c). One ofthese acts of

violence that has become more ofa concern in the present juvenile justice system is

cruelty or abuse toward animals (Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 200Ic). Because animal

violence is not monitored in national crime reporting systems such as National Incident-

Based Reporting System (NIBRS) or Uniform Crime Report (UCR), researchers must

rely on medical studies to estimate the prevalence ofviolence toward animals among the

nation's youth. The concern about animal abuse also results from studies indicating that a

correlation exists between animal abuse and adult violent criminality (Logan, 2003;

Newsline, 2003; Randour, 2003).

According to the Humane Society ofthe United States (HSUS), there is no clear

definition ofanimal cruelty because laws vary from state to state. There are however, five

categories that constitute cruelty ofanimals. These categories are:

1. Intentional cruelty or abuse: when a person knowingly deprives an animal of food, water,
shelter, socialization, or veterinary care or maliciously tortures, maims, mutilates, or kills an
animal. People who are intentionally cruel to animals take satisfaction in causing harm.

2. Neglect: when a person fails to provide an animal with proper shelter, food, water, attention,
grooming, or veterinary care. Cases of neglect are acts ofomission rather than commission and do
not give satisfaction to the person whose animals are neglected.
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3. Cockfighting: when two or more specially bred birds, known as gamecocks, are placed in an
enclosure to fight, for the primary purpose ofgambling and entertainment A cockfight usually
results in the death ofone of the birds; sometimes it ends in the death of both.

4. Dog fighting: a contest in which two dogs - specially bred, conditioned, and trained to fight - are
placed in a pit (generally a small arena enclosed by plywood walls) to fight each other, for the
spectator's gambling and entertainment.

5. Animal hoarding: the accumulation ofa large number ofanimals where the caregiver provides
minimal standards of nutrition, sanitation and veterinary care; and fails to act on the deteriorating
conditions of the animal and/or the environment
(Humane Society of the United States, 2001, p.3)

When dealing with juveniles who act out in a violent way toward animals, category

number one, intentional cruelty or abuse, is the most common form ofanimal abuse

observed. In 1997 The Humane Society launched a campaign around the country to

increase puplic and professional awareness concerning animal cruelty and human

violence and to encourage community support (HSUS, 2001). This was done, in part as a

result ofjuvenile violence toward animals.

The question for many professionals today, who deal with these juveniles, is whether

or not there is a direct correlation between juveniles committing crimes and intentionally

harming animals? There have been many studies conducted over the years to determine if

a correlation exists between animal cruelty and violent behavior (Pet Tribune, 2003).

Much ofthe research has supported the hypothesis that violence toward animals is

somewhat correlated with violence toward others. Not only has there been a possible

connection noted between animal cruelty and violent crime, but interviews with adult

offenders often show that many oftheir violent behaviors began in adolescence and that

violence was oftentimes toward animals (Court TV, 2003). "Studies ofprison inmates

revealed that as many as 75 percent ofviolent offenders had early records ofanimal

cruelty" (Newsline, 2003, p. 1).

Much research has been conducted by many professionals (criminologists,

psychologists, university faculty, etc.) to address this issue. This research has assisted in
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the development ofmethods to lessen the crime ofanimal abuse, including educating

many organizations and individuals about the facts ofanimal cruelty. It has also enabled

professionals in the community to examine when and why this type of violence may

occur.

Scope ofthe Problem

Since violence is a problem among juveniles today, it is our responsibility as a society

to examine why violent acts such as cruelty toward animals occur. The unnecessary

violence toward animals will continue to occur and if it is altogether ignored, the rates of

this violence will most likely increase. According to the Humane Society ofthe United

States, from January to December 2003, 1,373 cases ofanimal cruelty were reported by

the media nationwide. Ofthese cases, 784 involved cruelty and 589 were related to

neglect charges. Since 2001 this number has increased by16 percent. Also, ofthe 1,373

cases, 23 percent involved juveniles being charged as the offender.

Need

As indicated, there is a societal problem with both juvenile crime and animal cruelty.

More research must be conducted to determine if in fact there is a correlation between the

two. As a society, we need to investigate the causes and solutions ofviolence and abuse.

This research should not be limited to humans (Wood, 2003). Ifresearchers can

determine why violence toward animals occurs, then perhaps it can be lessened.

In the literature review presented in chapter two, the correlation between youth

violence and cruelty toward animals is explored. Several cases ofyouth crime, several

causes ofyouth violence, the early warning signs ofthese types ofviolence and the

possible future behaviors of these juvenile offenders are presented.
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Chapter 2

Literature Review

With the increase in violent crimes committed by many juveniles today, there is an

overload ofoffenders in the juvenile justice system (Brownstein, 2000). In many

cities, juveniles are often released to the custody oftheir parents rather than serving time

within the system and receiving the counseling or therapy needed to overcome their

problems (Brownstein, 2000). Because ofthis, many juveniles may eventually become

involved in additional acts ofviolence unless proper intervention occurs by their parents.

Even then, the possibility for future violent acts remains.

Examples ofYouth Violence

The intentional abuse or harm ofa family pet or neighborhood stray is not new in our

society. Throughout history and more so today, animal abuse has been brought to the

forefront ofa variety ofdebates in many different forums across the country. For

example, because ofconcerned citizens and politicians, many, but not all states are finally

able to charge an animal abuser with a felony offense rather than a misdemeanor (Animal

Cruelty, 2003). (See Appendix A for a list ofthe states and offense level given for animal

abuse.) Some ofthese crimes have become so violent and shocking to the nation that

juveniles have become, in many cases, more feared than adult offenders. School

shootings and other violent crimes in the late 1980s through the 1990s are a few

examples of the violence that many juveniles today are committing across the country. A

few specific examples are:

1. June 1991 - Virginia Beach, Virginia
Sixteen-year-old Shawn Novak was arrested for slashing the throats of two neighborhood boys.
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2. August 2, 1993 - Bath, New York
Thirteen-year-old Eric Smith was arrested for beating to death a four-year-old boy.

3. March 6,1994 - Cleveland, Ohio
Sixteen-year-old "Jack" was charged with rape and sexual battery.

4. December 4, 1994 - San Francisco, California
A seventeen-year-old and two fifteen-year-olds were charged with beating to death a fifteen-year-old
friend.

5. November 1996 - Tavares, Florida
Seventeen-year-olds Rod Ferrell, Howard Anderson, Charity Keesee, twenty-year-old Dana Cooper,
and sixteen-year-old Heather Wendorfwere charged in the bludgeoning deaths ofWendorfs parents.

6. October 1, 1997 - Pearl, Mississippi
Sixteen-year-old Luke Woodham was charged with stabbing his mother to death, shooting and killing
two classmates and injuring seven others.

7. December 1, 1997 - West Paducah, Kentucky
Fourteen-year-old Michael Carneal was charged with shooting and killing three classmates.

8. March 24, 1998 - Jonesboro, Arkansas
Thirteen-year-old Mitchell Johnson and eleven-year-old Andrew Golden were arrested for shooting
and killing four classmates and one teacher.

9. April 9, 1998 - West Dallas, Texas
Seven and eight-year-old brothers and an eleven-year-old friend were arrested for kidnapping,
beating, and sexually assaulting a three-year-old girl.

10. May 21, 1998 - Springfield, Oregon
Fifteen-year-old Kip Kinkel was arrested for shooting and killing his parents, two classmates, and
injuring twenty-two others. (Humane Society of the United States, 2003, pp.I-2)

Not only were these cases extremely violent, but several involved weapons. These crimes

were premeditated, and in each case, the offenders have at one time or another been

involved in some type of animal cruelty or abuse before committing the offenses for

which they were arrested (Humane Society ofthe United States, 2003).

Causes ofViolence Toward Animals

Abuse toward an animal can occur for a variety ofreasons; one reason could be that it

is a learned behavior. Perhaps this type ofabuse was an acceptable behavior in the

juvenile's home. Many juveniles witness these acts ofviolence at the hands oftheir

parents or siblings (Pet Care Library, 2003). A study of 111 battered women who sought
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shelter in South Carolina, found that ofthose women with companion animals, almost

one-halfreported their current or former male partners had threatened or abused the

. animals (Research Controversies and Issues, 2003).

A child may also be acting out, or more often attempting to show control or power

over another, in defense oftheir own abuse. It is possible that they themselves were

physically, emotionally, or sexually abused. Adults, usually males, may use animal abuse

as a form ofcontrol over their family members. As in the case ofa "mother who received

a photograph ofher son-in-law cutting offthe ears ofhis wife's dog with gardening

shears in an attempt to force his wife to return home" (Domestic Violence and Animal

Abuse, 2003, p.l).

A study conducted by Professor Ascione ofUtah State University found that "72

percent ofabused women who had pets were in situations in which the pet was harmed or

threatened to be harmed" (Pet Tribune, 2003, p.l). An additional study involving the

country ofEngland and the state ofNew Jersey indicated that an alarming 85 percent of

abused women were subjected to this type of treatment. There is an increasing number of

children who have no choice but to repeatedly witness these acts ofviolence toward their

family pets. In many cases, children or adolescents will attempt to show the same kind of

control over the weaker animal(s) to which they have access (Juvenile Justice Bulletin,

200Ib). They believe that this will allow them to gain the same feeling ofpower among

their peers.

The shared common characteristic ofboth human and animal victims is that they are
both living creatures, they have the capacity for experiencing pain and distress, they can
display physical signs ofboth pain and distress, and they may die as a result ofthe
inflicted injuries (Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 200Id).

There has been a great deal of information gathered from interviews with adolescent

animal abusers. This data not only comes from self-reporting but also from mental health
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services. The data suggests a number ofadditional underlying motivations for their

actions. One reason reported for abusing animals is that the animals are seen as an easy or

helpless target. The motivations for "burying puppies alive, shooting wild mustangs,

setting dogs on fire, and beating a petting zoo donkey" are:

1. To retaliate against an animal _
2. To satisfy a prejudice against a species or breed (hatred)
3. To express aggression (training the animal to attack)
4. To enhance one's own aggressiveness (a needed target)
5. To shock people
6. Non-specific sadism (enjoyment in suffering)
7. Curiosity ofexploration
8. Peer pressure
9. Mood enhancement (boredom)
10. Sexual gratification
11. Forced abuse (coercion)
12. Attachment to the animal (the only way to protect their pet from harm by others)
13. Animal phobias
14. Posttraumatic play (reenactment of their own abuse)
15. Rehearsal for interpersonal violence (practice on animals)

(Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 2001b, p.l)

Many ofthese reasons or causes for the abuse are found throughout the literature dealing

with juvenile violence.

Warning Signs

There are specific warning signs that a child is violent and may be harming animals.

We as a society need to take the time to make an effort to educate the adults involved in

young peoples lives to recognize these warning signs. In 1987, being physically cruel to

animals was added to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual ofMental Disorders as one

criterion ofhaving Conductive Disorder (Randour, 2003). There are a large number of

people that influence the lives ofchildren, including: teachers, religious leaders,

neighbors, coaches, friends, and parents. When a teacher or a coach notices or hears

7

services. The data suggests a number ofadditional underlying motivations for their

actions. One reason reported for abusing animals is that the animals are seen as an easy or

helpless target. The motivations for "burying puppies alive, shooting wild mustangs,

setting dogs on fire, and beating a petting zoo donkey" are:

1. To retaliate against an animal _
2. To satisfy a prejudice against a species or breed (hatred)
3. To express aggression (training the animal to attack)
4. To enhance one's own aggressiveness (a needed target)
5. To shock people
6. Non-specific sadism (enjoyment in suffering)
7. Curiosity ofexploration
8. Peer pressure
9. Mood enhancement (boredom)
10. Sexual gratification
11. Forced abuse (coercion)
12. Attachment to the animal (the only way to protect their pet from harm by others)
13. Animal phobias
14. Posttraumatic play (reenactment of their own abuse)
15. Rehearsal for interpersonal violence (practice on animals)

(Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 2001b, p.l)

Many ofthese reasons or causes for the abuse are found throughout the literature dealing

with juvenile violence.

Warning Signs

There are specific warning signs that a child is violent and may be harming animals.

We as a society need to take the time to make an effort to educate the adults involved in

young peoples lives to recognize these warning signs. In 1987, being physically cruel to

animals was added to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual ofMental Disorders as one

criterion ofhaving Conductive Disorder (Randour, 2003). There are a large number of

people that influence the lives ofchildren, including: teachers, religious leaders,

neighbors, coaches, friends, and parents. When a teacher or a coach notices or hears
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about an anger problem before, during, or after school, the situation should be reported

and investigated by the school administration (Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 2001a).

Another warning sign that a juvenile is violent or aggressive is bed wetting. When a

parent notices a problem with adolescent bed wetting, it is their responsibility to examine

the issues and get their child the medical attention necessary. Continual bed wetting

during and after adolescence is one of the three Triad Symptoms, in addition to animal

cruelty and fIre setting. The Triad Symptoms are defIned as:

1. Animal Cruelty: Torturing animals is often a practice for killing humans. These
acts help to release aggression and rage, which in turn isolates the individual. The
isolation can exclude the aggressor from punishment for their actions.
(Example: David Berkowitz, the "Son of Sam")

2. Pyromania: The destruction ofproperty through fIre setting can often be
sexually arousing for certain individuals. They will eventually see another human
in the same manner that they viewed the destroyed property; the killing becomes
addictive and easy. (Example: David Berkowitz, "Son ofSam")

3. Bed Wetting: It is less likely that one would admit to bed wetting during and
after adolescence, but it is "estimated that 60% ofmultiple murderers" did just
that. (Example: Kenneth Bianchi, one ofthe "Hillside Stranglers")
(Court TV, 2003, pp. 5-6)

The Triad Symptoms, along with other negative aspects ofone's childhood, such as peer

rejection and witnessing violent behaviors, can help society to predict future criminal

behavior (Court TV, 2003). Many studies have shown that a large majority ofcases

involving convicted violent adult offenders had one or more ofthe Triad Symptoms, a

few such examples previously discussed are Kenneth Bianchi, who along with his cousin

was convicted ofkilling 12 women and David Berkowitz, who was convicted ofkilling 6

individuals, in addition to harming several others (Court TV, 2003).

These Triad Symptoms can be very helpful warning signs for guardians, parents, or

teachers. Children do cruel and dangerous things out ofcuriosity and exploration, but it is
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an adult's responsibility to correct the child and ensure that the negative behavior is

treated There are specific ages when these Triad behaviors are expected, (Juvenile

Justice Bulletin, 2001b). A nonnal curiosity fIre setter may be between the ages ofthree

and seven; their curiosity may be peaked because ofa lack ofeducation and adult

supervision. At this time, the child should be emolled in a fIre education program along

with their parents (Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 2001b). The ages during which a parent

should become concerned are between the ages ofseven and 13. Behaviors during these

ages may be caused by a psychological problem rather than a lack ofeducation. It is also

said, "David Berkowitz kept explicit documentation ofthe 1,411 fires that he set" (Court

TV, 2003, p.6).

Studies have clearly shown that because a child starts a fire or wets his/her bed, does

not mean that he/she will eventually abuse or kill animals or humans. When a child

reaches a certain age, his/her family and the community need to be sure that intervention

occurs. Parents may ignore the one time they caught their child killing a cat or shooting

an animal for fun, but ifthey knew that "animal abuse may be characteristic ofthe

developmental histories ofbetween one in four and nearly two in three violent adult

offenders", they might take action (Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 2003d, p.l). Parents and all

members ofsociety need to be educated on this issue.

In examining documented cases and facts, whether self-confessed or through legal

involvement, the likelihood ofa male becoming involved in violent criminalistic

behaviors as an adult after having anyone ofthe three Triad Symptoms is greater than if

he had no symptoms. Statistically, males are more likely than females to be involved in

anyone ofthe three symptoms (Court TV, 2003). According to the Humane Society of
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the United States, males are involved in the majority ofall animal violence, as well as

nearly all those involving intentional violent cruelty and animal fighting (2001).

The Future ofthe Animal Abuser

In many cases, we can almost determine the future ofthese adolescent animal abusers

ifthey do not receive the mental health care needed. "Sadly, society does not yet fully

recognize animal abuse as a serious crime" (Research Controversies and Issues, 2003,

p.2). Yet, as we conduct more studies about the correlation between animal abuse and

adolescent or youth violence, a pattern that these young offenders follow is emerging.

Each ofthe nationally known violent adolescents previously listed on pages four and five

had been involved in some type ofanimal cruelty before acting out in a violent manner

toward humans. These acts ofanimal cruelty were:

1. June 1991- Virginia Beach, Virginia
Sixteen-year-old Shawn Novak would wear a eat's paw on a necklace and would brag
about killing animals. He also showed his friends dead birds, cat heads, and other animal bones.

2. August 2, 1993 - Bath, New York
Thirteen-year-old Eric Smith choked his own cat to death with a garden hose.

3. March 6, 1994 - Cleveland, Ohio
Sixteen-year-old "Jack" also tortured infants and animals.

4. December 4, 1994 - San Francisco, California
The seventeen-year-old had a history ofstarting fires and at age eleven, threw a cat in the air until
two of its legs were broken.

5. November 1996 - Tavares, Florida
All of the teens involved took part in animal torture and mutilation during their vampire cult
rituals.

6. October 1, 1997 - Pearl, Mississippi
Sixteen-year-old Luke Woodham stated in his journal that he took part in beating, burning and
torturing his own dog to death.

7. December 1, 1997 - West Paducah, Kentucky
Fourteen-year-old Michael Carneal talked about throwing a cat into a bonfire.

8. March 24, 1998 - Jonesboro, Arkansas
Eleven-year-old Andrew Golden told friends that he often shot dogs with a .22 caliber gun.

I
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9. April 9, 1998 - West Dallas, Texas
Seven and eight-year-old brothers had been involved in animal cruelty.

10. May 21, 1998 - Springfield, Oregon
Fifteen-year-old Kip Kinkel, according to friends and family, had a history ofanimal abuse and
torture.
(The Humane Society of the United States, 2003, pp.I-2)

These are only a few ofthe acts ofcruelty against animals that occur every day. When we

look back at the documented cases involving youth violence that have been brought to

national attention, our society seems shocked to learn about the animal abuse that has

occurred. Ifwe as a society can stop this abuse toward animals, then perhaps violent acts

toward humans and other animals may be lessened or prevented.

There is a great deal ofdocumentation that supports the allegation between youth

violence and animal cruelty. According to Barbara Wood, Ph.D. (2003), "there are a large

number ofdocumented accounts by educated professionals including veterinarians,

lawyers, social workers, teachers, and doctors that would agree with this connection"

(p.l). When reviewing the social and criminal history ofa few ofthe century's most

infamous criminals, a correlation between animal abuse and future violent behavior can

be seen. These violent offenders committed abuse toward animals before turning on

humans:

1. Jeffery Dahmer, mass-murderer and cannibal, killed a neighbors' pet and impaled a dog's head on
a stick.

2. Patrick Sherril, who murdered fourteen co-workers and then killed himself, stole pets, then tied
them up and allowed his own dog to mutilate them.

3. David Berkowitz, the so-called "Son of Sam", shot his neighbor's Labrador retriever.

4. Albert DeSalvo, the "Boston Strangler", shot arrows into boxes oftrapped cats and dogs.

5. Edmund Emil Kemper III, who murdered his mother and seven other women, abused cats and
dogs.

6. Carol Edmund Cole, who murdered thirty-five people, admitted that his first violent act was
strangling a puppy.

7. Richard Allen Davis, kidnapper and murderer, doused cats with gasoline and set them on fire
(News Line, 2003, p.l).
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According to the ·Federal Bureau ofInvestigation, there is compelling evidence linking

serial killers, rapists, and sexual homicide perpetrators to acts ofanimal cruelty prior to

the age of25. In addition to the violent serial killers mentioned, violence toward animals

was also reported by incarcerated males. Some alarming statistics were discovered when

the men completed a self-reporting survey; in 1999, in another study involving Professor

Ascione, 117 incarcerated men in South Africa were surveyed. "Ofthe 58 men who had

committed crimes ofaggression, 63.3 percent admitted to cruelty to animals: of the 59

non-aggressive inmates, the percentage was 10.5 percent" (Juvenile Justice Bulletin,

2001d, p.1). The correlation betweenjuvenjle animal abuse and adult violent criminality
I

is strongly supported in the literature. Also, highlighted in the literature are several of the

adolescent motives for animal abuse; displaced hostility is one such motive. Oftentimes,

the weaker juvenile "attacks a vulnerable animal when assaulting the real human target is

judged too risky" (Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 2001d, p.1).

Not only do these animal abusing juveniles have a propensity to become future serial

killers or mass murderers, but they may engage in other violent, delinquent, or criminal

behaviors. Research presented in the Pet Tribune by Steven Logan (2003), referred to a

study conducted by the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention ofCruelty to Animals

(M.S.P.C.A.), concluded that when examining 153 animal abusers against 153 non-

abusers that "70 percent ofthe animal abusers studied had also committed at least one

criminal offense as compared to the 22 percent ofnon-animal abusers (p.1). Almost 40

percent ofthe animal abusers committed violent crimes against people as compared to

only 10 percent ofthe non-animal abusers in the same study. The two types ofviolence

against people reviewed in that study were domestic or family violence.

12

According to the ·Federal Bureau ofInvestigation, there is compelling evidence linking

serial killers, rapists, and sexual homicide perpetrators to acts ofanimal cruelty prior to

the age of25. In addition to the violent serial killers mentioned, violence toward animals

was also reported by incarcerated males. Some alarming statistics were discovered when

the men completed a self-reporting survey; in 1999, in another study involving Professor

Ascione, 117 incarcerated men in South Africa were surveyed. "Ofthe 58 men who had

committed crimes ofaggression, 63.3 percent admitted to cruelty to animals: of the 59

non-aggressive inmates, the percentage was 10.5 percent" (Juvenile Justice Bulletin,

2001d, p.1). The correlation betweenjuvenjle animal abuse and adult violent criminality
I

is strongly supported in the literature. Also, highlighted in the literature are several of the

adolescent motives for animal abuse; displaced hostility is one such motive. Oftentimes,

the weaker juvenile "attacks a vulnerable animal when assaulting the real human target is

judged too risky" (Juvenile Justice Bulletin, 2001d, p.1).

Not only do these animal abusing juveniles have a propensity to become future serial

killers or mass murderers, but they may engage in other violent, delinquent, or criminal

behaviors. Research presented in the Pet Tribune by Steven Logan (2003), referred to a

study conducted by the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention ofCruelty to Animals

(M.S.P.C.A.), concluded that when examining 153 animal abusers against 153 non-

abusers that "70 percent ofthe animal abusers studied had also committed at least one

criminal offense as compared to the 22 percent ofnon-animal abusers (p.1). Almost 40

percent ofthe animal abusers committed violent crimes against people as compared to

only 10 percent ofthe non-animal abusers in the same study. The two types ofviolence

against people reviewed in that study were domestic or family violence.



13

Domestic violence can involve many forms ofviolence. An explanation for these

behaviors is that the abuser wants control or power over his/her victim(s). In a national

survey involving safe houses or women's shelters, "83 percent ofwomen with a family

pet reported some type ofabuse toward this pet in front oftheir children" (PSYETA,

2003, p.3). This kind ofexposure only perpetuates the cycle ofviolence. The cycle of

violence occurs because ofa learned behavior. For example, a child's exposure to

domestic violence often causes that child to engage in the same type ofviolence during

his or her adulthood (Brownstein, 2000).

Punishment

Although animal abuse has been linked to future violence against humans, the

penalties and deterrence for such behavior is minimal. One such example ofthe weak

punishments ofan animal abuser occurred in Iowa. A judge sentenced two teens to 23

days in the county jail for breaking into an animal shelter and bashing to death 23 cats

with baseball bats (Logan, 2003). Presently, there are 17 states in the United States that

still charge animal abusers as misdemeanor offenders. Thirty-three ofthe states charge an

animal abuser with a felony (see Appendix A for list ofstates). When a person is arrested

for a felony offense, it has been commonplace in our criminal justice system that felony

charges are pleaded down to misdemeanor offenses. Many changes need to be made

within the criminal justice system concerning abuse toward animals. Changes need to

begin at the response level with social workers, mental health professionals, and law

enforcement officers.
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Summary

Taking into consideration all ofthe factual and documented information that has been

provided throughout this literature review, it can be concluded that there is a correlation

between youth violence and cruelty toward animals. It seems to be common sense that

someone who violently abuses animals, or even kills them, could have future mental and

criminal problems. Possibly the individuals who work with these violent delinquents are

not aware of this possible correlation. Since they are not aware, they never address it

properly. In the next section ofthis study the research methodology will be introduced.

Chapter III
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Methodology

There is a limited amount of literature that supports the correlation between youth

violence and animal abuse. In order to find empirical support for the research hypothesis

(there is a correlation between violent youth crime and animal cruelty) a survey

instrument was used on a statewide level to collect information about animal abuse,

juvenile violence, and Triad Symptoms.

Research Participants

This survey instrument was distributed through the mail to all chiefprobation/parole

officers in the state ofOhio who currently work with juveniles at the county level and

within the Department ofYouth Services (see Appendix B for a list ofthose individuals).

The chiefprobation/parole officers were asked to distribute the questionnaire to all

probation/parole officers under his/her supervision (see Appendix C for a copy ofthe

letter ofrequest).

Attached to each questionnaire was a letter of introduction (see Appendix D for a copy

ofthe letter of introduction). The letter explained to the participants the general purpose

ofthe study and that they did not have to complete the instrument ifthey did not wish to

do so. There were no sanctions for not participating in the study.

Survey Instrument

The survey instrument was designed to gather confidential information about a

juvenile probation/parole officer's experience with animal abuse (see Appendix E for a

copy ofthe survey instrument). Since these officers work with a county juvenile agency
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or directly with the Department ofYouth Services, they have first-hand knowledge of

juvenile delinquency involving their clients. These officers, in the performance oftheir

duties, have had contacts with juveniles' immediate family members, schools, and

doctors. These officers are able to provide very important information to support, or not

support, the proposed hypothesis. The participants were not risking the integrity oftheir

professional position because, as previously stated, the questionnaire responses were kept

confidential and the names ofthe juveniles were not included. The statistical information

that was collected through the survey instrument not only touched upon the number in

ones' case load, but how many ofthe clients were known animal abusers. Additional

information was collected about the history ofthe juvenile's own abuse as the victim.

Quite often victims ofphysical, sexual, or emotional abuse become an abuser themselves.

Research Objective

In addition to the research hypothesis this study address the following research questions:

A. When a juvenile is known to be an animal abuser, do they also set fires and wet
the bed? This addresses the Triad Symptoms.

B. Do juvenile probation/parole officers have any knowledge about adult criminality
ofknown juvenile animal abusers?

c. Are known juvenile animal abusers more violent toward other humans than non­
animal abusers?

D. Do juvenile animal abusers harm family pets or stray animals in their
neighborhood?

E. Do juvenile animal abusers have more psychological, drug, and alcohol
problems?

F. Is there a geographical difference in juvenile animal cruelty? Are there more
cases in rural or urban areas?
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G. Are juvenile animal abusers more malicious when committing other crimes?

H. Are there more male of female animal abusers?

The objective ofthis study is to determine whether ofnot there is a true correlation

between violent youth crime and animal cruelty. This study will hopefully provide

valuable information to professionals working with juvenile offenders and provide data

for future research. Without continued research the crimes ofjuveniles may worsen.

Variables and Analysis

Once all ofthe statewide data were collected, these variables were entered and

analyzed by using SPSS/PC + (software that calculates statistical data). After this was

completed, descriptive and comparative statistics were analyzed. The results are

presented in the next chapter.

Summary

In an effort to test the research hypothesis and to evaluate the research questions, a

survey instrument was developed. In this chapter a description ofthe instrument was

presented. The research location, participants, and methods were also discussed. In the

next chapter, the results will be presented and the implications ofthe study will be

discussed.
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completed, descriptive and comparative statistics were analyzed. The results are

presented in the next chapter.

Summary

In an effort to test the research hypothesis and to evaluate the research questions, a

survey instrument was developed. In this chapter a description ofthe instrument was

presented. The research location, participants, and methods were also discussed. In the

next chapter, the results will be presented and the implications ofthe study will be

discussed.
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Chapter IV

Results

The purpose ofthis study was to test the research hypothesis and to evaluate the

research questions.

HI = There is a correlation between youth violence and animal cruelty.

Research Questions:

A When a juvenile is known to be an animal abuser, do they also set fires and wet
the bed? This addresses the Triad Symptoms.

B. Do juvenile probation/parole officers have any knowledge about adult criminality
ofknown juvenile animal abusers?

C. Are known juvenile animal abusers more violent toward other humans than non­
animal abusers?

D. Do juvenile animal abusers harm family pets or stray animals in their
neighborhood?

E. Do juvenile animal abusers have more psychological, drug, and alcohol
problems?

F. Is there a geographical difference injuvenile animal cruelty? Are there more
cases in rural or urban areas?

G. Are juvenile animal abusers more malicious when committing other crimes?

H. Are there more male of female animal abusers?

Probation/Parole Officers

Within Ohio's 88 counties, survey instruments were mailed to each county juvenile

court, totaling 988 survey instruments mailed. Ofthese 988 questionnaires, 88 were sent

to ChiefProbation/parole officers and 900 were distributed to probation/parole officers.
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Ofthe 988 survey instruments, 185 were filled out and returned, which is a response rate

of 18.72 percent. These respondents working within the juvenile court system were

classified as 178 (96.2%) probation officers, and seven (3.80%) others. The others were

either social workers or community service coordinators. All ofthe respondents had a

variety ofexperience depending upon the number ofyears they worked in the juvenile

system (see Table 1, SPSS table showing occupation).

Table 1

Probation or Parole Officer

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent

Valid Probation 178 96.2 96.2 96.2Officer
Other 7 3.8 3.8 100.0
Total 185 100.0 100.0

Clients

The average case load ofthe 185 probation officers was 86 (X=86.04, s=184.63)

juvenile clients per year. Ofthese 86 clients, 45 (X=44.53, s=31.07) ofthem were listed

as repeat offenders. When asked ifany oftheir total number ofclients had a known

history ofanimal cruelty, 128 (69.20%) officers reported that they had been exposed to

clients with this history. Fifty-seven officers (30.8%) had not, throughout a one year

period oftime (see Figure 1). In addition, 101 (54.9%) clients were suspected ofanimal

abuse, but the officers were not able to prove any cruelty (see Figure 2). Oftentimes,

parents may report the violence after the fact, which then supports the officer's

SUSpICIOns.
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Demographical Characteristics

The officers provided inforrllfon about several demographical characteristics

concerning their clients: average age range, gender, and environmental setting. These

demographics are important factors in helping to determine the participants' gender and

age when delinquency occurs. They also help evaluate the research hypothesis and

questions ofthis study.

Age and Gender ofAnimal Abusers

In examining the average age range of the officer's caseloads, the youngest client was

11 years and one month old (X=11.92, s=2.98) and the oldest was 15 years and nine

months old (X=15, s=2.35). The officers reported that the 99 juveniles with a history of

animal cruelty, 92 (n=92, 92.92%) ofthem were male and seven (n=7, 7.07%) ofthem

were female. Several ofthe officers stated that they only have males on their case load.

The officers as a whole reported that they believe there were many more animal abusers

on their case load that were not known to them.

Environmental Setting

The research was conducted statewide; therefore, there may be different

environmental settings. When asked ifthere was a difference in animal abuse occurrences

in urban versus rural settings, the officers seemed to believe there was not (22.7%) or

they were unsure (19.5%) (See Figure 3 for a detailed response).
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Figure 3
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Triad Symptoms

As stated in the literature review, having one or more ofthe Triad Symptoms often

times leads to violent adult criminality. Once again, the Triad Symptoms are animal

cruelty, bed wetting, and fire setting, all ofwhich may occur sometime during

adolescents and beyond. Ofthe 99 juveniles with a known history ofanimal cruelty, 36

(36.36%) ofthem are known adolescent bed wetters and 41 (41.41%) are actively setting

fIres. Therefore, not only are many of these juveniles currently violent, but they also

have warning symptoms predicting future violent behavior. Also discussed in the

literature review ofchapter two, the ages in which a guardian should become concerned

with fire setting is when the child is between seven and 13 years old. According to the

officers surveyed, the average age ofthe juveniles in which they have worked with is

between 11 and 15 years old.

Based on their experience in working with juveniles, these officers were also asked to

predict whether or not these known juvenile animal abusers would become adult
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offenders. The officers believe that 40 (40.40%) out of99 will become violent adult

offenders (see Figure 4).

Figure 4
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Early Animal Abuse Lead to Violent Adult Criminality

When asked if they thought the animal abusers would become adult criminals, a large

portion ofthe officers (43.43%) had a response of"unknown," as illustrated in Figure 4.

The unknown section is the largest because the officers only work with juvenile

offenders. They do not have first-hand knowledge ifjuvenile offenders become part of

the adult criminal justice system. Therefore, the 40 "yes" responses were estimated

according to the officers' employment and educational experiences.

The additional information collected from the probation officers related to abuse

sustained by juveniles. When asked if their clients had been physically, sexually, or

emotionally abused, the majority ofthe officers responded with a ''yes.'' Ofthe 185

responses the officers reported that 84 (84.84%) suffered from one ot more forms of
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abuse. As a result ofthe abuse suffered by the juveniles, many officers found negative

side effects. The officers reported that 83 (83.83%) ofthe abused juveniles developed

psychological problems and 80 (76.9%) juveniles have problems with peer relations (see

Tables 2 and 9).

Table 2

More Psychological Problems

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent

Valid yes 83 44.9 79:0 79.0
no 20 10.8 19.0 98.1
unknown 2 1.1 1.9 100.0
Total 105 56.8 100.0

Missing System 80 43.2
Total 185 100.0

Table 3

More Problems with Peer Relations

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent

Valid yes 80 43.2 76.9 76.9
no 24 13.0 23.1 100.0
Total 104 56.2 100.0

Missing System 81 43.8
Total 185 100.0

However, the responses to the questions about maliciousness and drug and alcohol use

were very different. When asked ifthe animal abusers committed crimes with more
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malice than non-abusers, only 33 (33.33%) reported that they did. Sixty-two students had

not (62.62%), (see Figure 5).

Figure 5
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When asked ifthe animal abusers were more likely to use drugs and alcohol, only 37

(37.37%) were believed to do so. Sixty-seven (67.68%) ofthe juveniles were believed not

to use drugs or alcohol (see Figure 6).
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Additional Offenses

In addition to animal cruelty, the 185 probation officers surveyed provided

information concerning additional violent offenses committed by known animal abusers.

When referring to the 99 clients with a known history ofanimal cruelty, the most

common additional violent offenses committed by these juveniles were: assaults (n=26,

I
26.26%) including simple assault and felonious assault; sex offenses (n=25, 25.25%),

including gross sexual imposition, bestiality, and rape. Nineteen (19.19%) ofthe known

animal abusers had additional animal cruelty charges. Ten (10.10%) ofthe 99 juveniles

had been charged with the triad symptom ofarson or aggravated arson (see Figure 7 for a

detailed listing ofoffenses committed by the known animal abusers).

Figure 7
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Abused Animals

The officers were asked if the animal abusers were harming their own pets or perhaps

wild animals or strays. Forty-five (45.45%) oftheir clients are abusing their own pets

within the household and 31 (31.31 %) are abusing both strays and family pets (see Figure

8). Based upon the responses ofthe officers about stray animals that were abused, most

often, the officers included statements mentioning that these animals were usually cats in

the neighborhood. Often times, these juveniles act out in a violent manner toward a stray

because they may not have access to another animal. When a family pet is abused, it may

be because they have easy access to the animal. "It is estimated that 88 percent ofpets

living in households with domestic abuse are either abused or killed" (Pet Tribune, 2003,

p.l).
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Participants Survey Comments

Ofthe 185 probation officers that responded by filling out and returning the survey

instrument, 38 ofthese officers also provided additional comments about their job

experiences (see Appendix F for a list ofthese comments). These experiences that the

officers shared provided support for the hypothesis. They also provided new information.

Examining the comments and opinions ofthese 38 officers suggested that additional

research is needed. For example, in future research there is a need to address household

income level and focus more research on juvenile sex offenders. Both ofthese topics

were discussed by several ofthe officers as areas ofconcern. A few ofthe officers stated

that oftentimes a low family income level may account for a low IQ or educational level

within the household. A lack ofeducation may explain a non-responsive parent in the

area ofa child's behavior. Also, many ofthe juveniles discussed were remanded to

probation as known sex offender (six) and admitted to also having sex with animals or

having animals perform sexual acts on them.

Ofthe 38 officers, 11 officers discussed the fact that juveniles act out in a violent

manner toward animals to either get back at their parents or as a learned behavior because

they have been physically, emotionally, or sexually victimized. Three ofthe officers also

discussed the Triad Symptoms. They reported that the juveniles were not only violent

toward animals, but also had problems with pyromania and bed wetting. The 38

officers as a whole seemed to believe that the average juvenile animal abuser is male,

normally a loner, has been a victim of some type ofabuse (physica~ emotiona~ or

sexual), and has additional mental health issues. These juveniles also have additional

Triad Symptoms besides being violence toward animals. In addition to the Triad

Symptoms there are other concerns, these juveniles may have issues relating to the need
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for power and control over others. Oftentimes they may be living in a low income

household or have parents with a low education level. Several ofthe officers also

expressed that some parents made reference to circumstances relating to their child's

violent acts toward animals as being normal or that the child was curious. Because of

this, the parent also believed that the child would grow out ofengaging in these

behaviors. This is alarming, because if the parents would have stepped forward to get

their childthe proper mental health care needed, then the child may be in a different

situation at the present time.

Summary

The hypothesis and the survey questions are both relatively answered and supported by

the results ofthe survey instrument discussed in this chapter.

A. When a juvenile is known to be an animal abuser, do they also set fifes and wet
the bed? This addresses the Triad Symptoms.

-The results showed that ofthe 99 known abusers, 41 were setting fires and 36
were bed wetters.

B. Do juvenile probation/parole officers have any knowledge about adult criminality
ofknown juvenile animal abusers?

-The results showed that the officers did not have direct knowledge of this issue,
but in their opinion, 40 out of 99 oftheir clients would be adult offenders.

C. Are known juvenile animal abusers committing other violent offences?

-The results showed that of the 99 known abusers, 26 had assault charges,
25 had sex offence charges, 19 had other animal cruelty charges, and 10 had
arson charges.

D. Do juvenile animal abusers harm family pets or stray animals in their
neighborhood?

-The results showed that ofthe 99 known abusers, 45 ofthem areabusing their
own pets and 31 are abusing both family pets and strays in the neighborhood.
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E. Do juvenile animal abusers have more psychological, drug, and alcohol
problems?

-The results showed that of the 99 known abusers, 80 ofthe juveniles had
psychological problems. Ofthe same 99, only 37 were believed to have
problems with drugs and alcohol.

F. Is there a geographical difference in juvenile animal cruehy? Are there more
cases in rural or urban areas?

-The results showed that the officers believe that there was not a difference
(22.7%) or they were unsure (19.5%) if a difference existed.

G. Are juvenile animal abusers more malicious when committing other crimes?

-The results showed that of the 99 known abusers, 62 did not commit other
crimes in a malicious manner and 33 did, in comparison to the non-abusers.

H. Are there more male of female animal abusers?

-The results showed that ofthe 99 known abusers, 92 ofthem were male and 7
ofthem were female.

These results explain that much ofthe time, male juvenile delinquents, rather than

females are involved in animal cruelty for a variety ofreasons. It may be a learned

behavior or possibly a psychological problem.

In the next chapter, there will be a discussion about the results and limitations of the

study. It will also address the suggestions for future research and changes within the

juvenile and adult criminal justice systems.
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juvenile and adult criminal justice systems.
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Chapter V

Discussion

The results ofthis research clearly show some correlation between violent youth

crime and animal abuse. Since the current research and studies ofthe past support the

correlation, many changes need to be made within every community to ensure that these

behaviors do not continue.

First responders to a domestic violence or child abuse case should take it upon

themselves to visually examine any pets inside and outside the home. This should be

included in their report and, ifnecessary, any animal abuse should be reported to the

appropriate agency such as the Humane Society or an animal protection agency.

The abuse or neglect ofan animal is often overlooked because some believe that the

animal is not oftheir concern or is less important than a human. The responding police

officers and social workers should be required to take the time to question family

members about any family pets. Ifchildren are involved, they will often be excited to

answer questions or show offtheir pets if they are approached in the correct manner.

There are many things that can be done in defense ofan animal and this is where the

proper training is needed. The training to deal with an animal abuse case should be

conducted at the start ofone's college education or vocational training to ensure that the

professional is aware ofthe correlation between youth violence and animal cruelty. The

mental health system could step in to assist families and deal with the animal abuser,

including those families in safe shelter programs. These shelters could also take part in a

referral program with local animal shelters or animal clinics to enable a mother or father
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and their children to take their pet out ofthe abusive situatio~ rather than leaving the

animal behind.

Domestic violence, if not properly addressed, can result in a child or adolescent

repeatedly being in trouble at school or with law enforcement officials (Domestic

Violence and Animal Abuse, 2003). Behavioral problems and aggression toward others

may manifest in acting out toward a defenseless creature. This is where school teachers

and after school caregivers can also take part in recognizing danger signs of future

violence. With the proper training, attempting to use the law correctly, and working

together, a variety ofcriminal problems could be reduced in the future. As stated earlier,

it takes a combined group ofmany different agencies working together to make changes

occur. For example, children's services or welfare groups and animal rights agencies may

be brought together in the future because ofsimilar interests. Many ofthese agencies

have currently joined forces from time to time (Mahoning County, Ohio), but it is a

continual concerted effort that has to be made to change the future for these children and

animals at risk. A great deal ofpa~ time, and money could be saved through combined

efforts. Ifwe make this effort in the present, dealing with what we have learned from the

past, many humans and animals could have a bright and safe future.

All adults raising and working with children should take the time to educate

themselves about the warning signs in a child or teenager's behavior, such as a rumor

heard at school or in the neighborhood. Quite often, adolescents brag about violence to

their peers or they may have a journal of their violent activities (Beyond Violence, 2003).

Today, a popular way that juveniles document their violent behavior is to record these

acts through pictures and video tapes, to be viewed many times over (Beyond Violence,

2003). These signs and rumors should be investigated by trained personnel and be

32

and their children to take their pet out ofthe abusive situatio~ rather than leaving the

animal behind.

Domestic violence, if not properly addressed, can result in a child or adolescent

repeatedly being in trouble at school or with law enforcement officials (Domestic

Violence and Animal Abuse, 2003). Behavioral problems and aggression toward others

may manifest in acting out toward a defenseless creature. This is where school teachers

and after school caregivers can also take part in recognizing danger signs of future

violence. With the proper training, attempting to use the law correctly, and working

together, a variety ofcriminal problems could be reduced in the future. As stated earlier,

it takes a combined group ofmany different agencies working together to make changes

occur. For example, children's services or welfare groups and animal rights agencies may

be brought together in the future because ofsimilar interests. Many ofthese agencies

have currently joined forces from time to time (Mahoning County, Ohio), but it is a

continual concerted effort that has to be made to change the future for these children and

animals at risk. A great deal ofpa~ time, and money could be saved through combined

efforts. Ifwe make this effort in the present, dealing with what we have learned from the

past, many humans and animals could have a bright and safe future.

All adults raising and working with children should take the time to educate

themselves about the warning signs in a child or teenager's behavior, such as a rumor

heard at school or in the neighborhood. Quite often, adolescents brag about violence to

their peers or they may have a journal of their violent activities (Beyond Violence, 2003).

Today, a popular way that juveniles document their violent behavior is to record these

acts through pictures and video tapes, to be viewed many times over (Beyond Violence,

2003). These signs and rumors should be investigated by trained personnel and be



33

reported immediately to authorities to ensure that the offender gets the proper care and

attention needed from the mental health system and to ensure the safety ofthe animal.

Failure to deal with the problem ofviolence, when juveniles begin committing crimes or

acting out against society, can result in the juvenile offender becoming an adult offender.

As a society, we may be able to deal with psychological problems in advance in an

attempt to control juveniles' future behaviors. Violent offenders, inside and outside of

prison, have been studied. There seems to be an obvious correlation between youth

violence and animal cruelty. Now that many ofthese problem areas and issues have been

addressed, the next step is to take the time to make a plan ofaction to prevent future

criminality. These troubled juveniles are constantly sending out warning signals through

their behaviors at home and in school, and even to their friends. As a community and a

society, we are responsible for the safety and well-being ofthese children or adolescent

offenders. Each member ofevery community must do their part to help educate each

other and pressure politicians for legislation to protect not only our children from a

heartbreaking future, but the defenseless animals that are being hurt as a result ofthe

correlation between youth violence and animal cruelty.

Even though a correlation between animal abuse and violent adolescent behavior

leading to future adult violent behavior was supported in the literature review and by this

current study, more research is needed.
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Limitations

This research project dealt specifically with probation officers at the juvenile level of

the criminal justice system. Most ofthese officers came in contact with only male clients,

which they said is the gender ofthe majority ofthe juvenile delinquents as a whole. It is

possible that the officers who deal with female offenders did not fill out and return the

survey instrument. Another limitation to this research is the fact that the respondents work

with only juveniles. They did not have accurate information to respond to the requested

documentation about adult criminality by the deadline. They did however; respond with

their opinions, which support many previous studies.

The survey instrument may have been a bit confusing for some responding. For

example, question number 16 asked about juveniles being abused. The question was not

clearly stated. Did the juvenile suffer from emotional, sexual, or physical abuse, or all

three? Another limitation is that only 18.72 percent ofall juvenile probation/parole

officers in Ohio responded. The data could have been skewed to one population type

and/or one geographical area.

Future Research

Additional research is needed to continually test whether there is a correlation

between violent youth crime and animal cruelty. In addition, does this correlation lead to

violent adult offenders? Once the correlation is fully understood in every aspect ofthe

criminal justice system, positive changes can take place. Possibly throughout the juvenile

justice system, detained juveniles can be surveyed, and communication with them may

assist in solving this problem. Also, surveying daycare or youth care givers and teachers

about what they have been told or exposed to, could provide needed information. Another
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area that could provide crucial information to researchers is abuse or cruelty toward

animals discovered by veterinarians. In an effort not to put the professionals in danger of

civil suits and or loss of business, veterinarians nationwide should be required to report

any concerns ofcruelty or abuse oftheir animal clients to an appropriate agency, such as

the Animal Welfare League or Humane Society. The requirements would be reflective of

report laws now in place for child and elder abuse.

Attempting to follow the criminal history from youth into adulthood would also be

very helpful in determining this correlation. One additional attempt to collect information

could be a questionnaire at the adult criminal justice intake level ofjails and prisons.

Questions about whether the individual had previously been involved in some type of

animal cruelty as a child or adolescent could be added to the already existing intake

process. I believe that many detained suspects or inmates would freely participate. This

could allow for information to be collected at both the county and state levels, which

would provide helpful local and state statistics to begin to control the problem on a
(

smaller level and work outward nationwide.
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51 North High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Geno-Natalucci-Persichetti, Director

Kevin Miller, Chief of Staff

Tina Krueger, Deputy Director
Division of Human Resources

Sara R. Vollmer, Deputy Director
Division of Legal Services

Jim Hieneman, Deputy Director
Division of Corrections

David Schroot, Deputy Director
Division of Parole and Community Services

Harry Kamdar, Acting Deputy Director
Division of Finance and Planning

Nathan-Minerd, Legislative Liaison

Don Whipple, Chief Inspector

Release Authority
Rufus Thomas, Chairperson

General Information
Business Office
Office of Victim Services
Fax Number (Director's Area)

Web Site

(614) 466-8783

(614) 644-6412

(614) 644-7567

(614) 466-3576

(614) 466-9318

(614) 466-4906

(614) 466-4841

(614) 466-8657

(614) 728-2118

(614) 728-3151
(fax) (614) 995-0289

(614) 466-4314
(614) 466-7210
(800) 872-3132
(614) 752-9078

www.dys.ohio.gov
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Bureau·of Subsidies

Linda Madry, Bureau Chief
Ryan Gies, Subsidies Manager
Leanne Skeen, Secretary
Calvin Jamison, Community Program Monitor
Beth Starkey-Hill, Community Program Monitor
Anthony Turner, Community Program Monitor
Anthony Panzino, Partnerships for Success Manager
Perry Palumbo, YCP Coordinator
Subsidies Fax Number

Community Services Accounting

Don Evans, Manager
Carla Connors, Account Clerk 3

Bureau of Parole

JahnWard, Bureau Chief
Robyn Peterson,· Interstate Compact Coordinator

MIS Data Unit

1320 Arthur E. Adams Drive
4th Floor
Columbus. Ohio 43221
Fax (614) 644-0711 (MIS Data Unit)

Anita Nehrkorn, Administrator
Jim Schnaible, Data Manager

(614) 752-8131
(614) 728-3153
(614) 728-3485
(614) 644-6420
(614) 644-6179
(614) 728-6820
(614) 387-2556
(614) 752-2547
(614) 728-4680

(614) 466-6661
(614) 466-7210

(614) 752-2445
(614) 466-2788

(614) 728-1330
(614) 644-1077
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Akron Regional Office
Conrad·Ames, Administrator
161 South High Street, Suite 100
Akron, Ohio 44308
(330) 643-3040 (fax: 330-643-1436)

Athens Regional Office
Please direct all inquiries and correspondence to the Columbus Regional Office.

Cleveland Regional Office
Mike Kline, Administrator
615 West Superior Avenue, Suite 860
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
(216)787-3350 (fax: 216-787-3685)

Columbus Regional Office
Jeff Spears, Administrator
1040 Alum Creek Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43209
(614) 466-4676 (fax: 614-752-7492)

Cincinnati Regional Office
Fred Baxter, Administrator
7162 Reading Road, Suite 400
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237
(513) 396-5340 (fax: 513-351-2124)

Dayton Regional Office
Demita Peery, Administrator
Suite #400
1133 South Edwin C. Moses Boulevard
Dayton, Ohio 45408
(937) 285-6525 (fax: 937-285-6708)

Toledo· Regional Office
Darlene Mitchell, Administrator
One Government Center, #1016
Toledo, Ohio 45604
(419) 245-3040 (fax: 419-245-2784)
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Circleville Juvenile Correctional
Facility
Gary C. Mohr, Superintendent
640 Island Road, P.O. Box 598
Circleville, Ohio 43113
(740) 477-2500 (fax: 740-420-9816)

Cuyahoga Hills Juvenile
Correctional Facility
B.G. Bower, Superintendent
4321 Green Road
Highland Hills, Ohio 44128
(216) 464-8200 (fax: 216-464-3540)

Indian River Juvenile Correctional
Facility
Art Tate, Superintendent
2775 Indian River Rd.
Massil/on, Ohio 44647
(330)837-4211 (fax: 330-837-4740)

Marion Juvenile Correctional Facility
Norm Hills, Superintendent
322 Marion Williamsport Rd.
Marion, Ohio 43302
(740) 223-2400 (fax: 740-223-7534)

Mohican Juvenile Correctional Facility
Shannon Teague, Superintendent
1012 ODNR Mohican 51
Perrysville, Ohio 44864
(419}994-4127 (fax: 419-994-3441)

Ohio River Valley Juvenile
Correctional Facility
Aldine Gaspers, Superintendent
4696 Gallia Pike, P.O. Box 1000
Franklin Furnace, Ohio 45629
(740) 354-7000 (fax: 740-354-9639)

Scioto Juvenile Correctional Facility
Leroy Payton, Superintendent
5993 Home Road
Delaware, Ohio 43015
(740) 881-3550 (fax: 740-881-5994)

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT CENTERS

Freedom Center
Marci Sutherland, Superintendent
8101 Dublin Road
Delaware, Ohio 43015
(740) 881-3337 (fax: 740-881-3389)

PRIVATE FACILITIES

Lighthouse Youth Center
Paint Creek
John Kelly, Program Director
1071 Tong-Hollow Road
Bainbridge, Ohio 45612
(740) 634-3094 (fax: 740-634-3047)
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Allen Co. Juvenile Service Center
Larry Webb, Director
1000 Wardhill Avenue
Lima, Ohio 45805
(419) 998-5240
(fax: 419-222-7403)

Canton Group Home
Andre Gentile, Director
711 Cleveland Avenue, S.W.
Canton, Ohio 44702
(330) 453-7420

David L. Brown Youth Center
Diana Kamehm, Director
291 South Children's Home Road
Troy, Ohio 45373
(937) 339-1858
(fax: 937 335-7904)

Dennis J. Boll Group & Shelter Home
Brett Looney, Director
912 Vemon Street, Box 317
Ironton, Ohio 45638
(740) 533-4378

Dora Tate Youth Center
Keith Vukasinovich, Director
581 Infirmary Road
Dayton, Ohio 45427
(937) 496-3326

Geauga County Youth Center
Desiree Morrison, Director
13300 Aquilla Road
Chardon, Ohio 44024
(440) 285-2222 ext. 5340
(440) 285-2227 (at night)
(fax: 440 285-2574)

Greene Co. Residential Treatment (Boys)
Judith Kamasiewicz, Director
701 Dayton-Xenia Road
Xenia, Ohio 45385
(937) 562-7644
(fax: 937 562-7641)

Greene Co. Residential Treatment (Girls)
Judith Kamasiewicz, Director
691 Dayton-Xenia Road
Xenia, Ohio 45385
(937) 562-7646

Hillcrest Training School
Joe Zurad, Superintendent
246 Bonham Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215
(513) 552-1200
(fax: 513 552-1290)

Mary Haven Rehabilitation Center
Kevin Kincer, Superintendent
570 Justice Drive
Lebanon, Ohio 45036
(513) 695-1688
(fax: 513-695-1839)
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New Philadelphia Group Home
Dessie D. Garrett, Director
135 Second Street N.E.
New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663
(330) 343-0150

Nicholas Residential
Treatment Center
Wanda Mills, Superintendent
5581 Dayton-Liberty Road
Dayton, Ohio 45418
(937) 496-7100

Rogers Boys Group Home
Donald Wolf, Director
7221 State Route 7
Rogers, Ohio 44455
(330) 227-3238

Roweton Youth Center
Tom Williamson, Exec. Director
102 Cattail Rd
381 Western Ave. (mailing address)
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601
(740) 702-2213

Stark County Residential
Treatment Center
Don W. Themes, Superintendent
Edward Omobian, Director
815 Faircrest Street S.W.
Canton, Ohio 44706
(330) 484-6471
(fax: 330484-8112)

Stepping Stone
Rehabilitation Center
George Silvasy, Director
9930 Murray Ridge
Elyria, Ohio 44035
(440) 329-3784
Fax: (440) 326-4079

Washington County Juvenile Center
Rae Ann Ward, Acting Director
1699 Colegate Drive
Marietta, Ohio 45750
(740) 374-7453
(fax: 740-374-3581)

Youth Development Center
Clarence Hunter, Superintendent
996 Hines Hill Road
Hudson, Ohio 44236
(330) 656-2282
(fax: 330 463-5552)
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Allen County Juvenile
Justice Center
Larry Webb, Director
1000 Wardhill Avenue
Lima, Ohio 45805
(419) 998-5240
(fax: 419-222-7403)

Ashland County Juvenile
Detention Center
Duane Botdorf, Director
1260 South Center Street
Ashland, Ohio 44805
(419) 289-3988
(fax: 216-992-7835)

Ashtabula County Youth
Detention Center
Dan Sheldon, Director
3816 Donohoe Drive
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004
(440) 992-3390
(fax: 440-992-7835)

Butler County Juvenile
Detention Center
Thomas Barnes, Superintendent
280 North Fair Avenue
Hamilton, Ohio 45011
(513) 887-3865
(fax: 513-328-2639)

Central Ohio Youth Center
Vikki Jordan, Superintendent
181 00 State Route #4
Marysville, Ohio 43040
(937) 642-1015
(fax: 937-642-5900)

Clark County Juvenile
Detention Center
Fred Thomas, Director
101 East Columbia Street
Springfield, Ohio 45502
(937) 328-2632
(fax: 513-328-2639)

Clermont County Juvenile
Detention Center
David Campbell, Superintendent
2339 Clermont Center Drive
Batavia, Ohio 45103
(513) 732-7154
(fax: 513-732-7695)

Cuyahoga County Juvenile
Detention Center
Leonard Munks, Superintendent
2209 Central Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
(216) 443-3300
(fax: 216-443-5019)

Edward J. Ruzzo Juvenile
Justice center
Gloria McKinniss, Director
1440 Mt. Vernon Avenue
Marion, Ohio 43302
(740) 389-5476
(fax: 740-389-2060)

Erie County Juvenile
Detention center
Lee Millhouse, Administrator
1319 Tiffin Avenue
Sandusky, Ohio 44870-2038
(419) 627-7611
(fax: 419-627-6672)
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JUVENILE DETENTION CENTERS continued

Franklin County Juvenile
Detention Center
Andrea Morbitzer, Superintendent
399 South Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
(614) 462-4490
(fax: 614-462-4838)

Greene County Juvenile
Detention Center
Gary Neidenthal, Director
2100 Greeneway Blvd.
Xenia, Ohio 45385
(937) 562-41 00
(fax: 937-562-4118)

Hamilton County Juvenile
Court Youth Center
Harvey Reed, Superintendent
2020 Auburn Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219
(513) 946-2644
(fax: 513-946-2675)

Jefferson CountY Juvenile
Detention Center
William M. Ward, Director
16001 State Rt. 7, PO Box 549
Steubenville, Ohio 43952
(740) 283-8563
(fax: 740-283-8653)

Lake County Youth
Detention Center
Rich Sivula, Superintendent
53 East Erie Street, P.O. Box 490
Painesville, Ohio 44077
(440) 350-3161
(fax: 440·350-2724)

Logan County Juvenile Detention Center
Lt. Timothy Barnett, Facility Administrator
104 South Madriver St.
Bellefontaine, OH 43311
(937) 593-9513
(fax: 937-592-3663)

Lorain County Juvenile
Detention Home
Dale Kaminski, Director
9967 South Murray Ridge Road
Elyria, Ohio 44035
(440) 329-3781
(fax: 440-329-'0811 )
Female Detention Center
(440) 329-3764

Louis Tobin Attention Center
Denna Bryant, Administrator
8363 County Home Road
Lisbon, Ohio 44432
(330) 424-9809
(fax: 330-424-0429)

Lucas County Child
Study Institute
Tony Garrett, Director
1801 Spielbusch Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43624
(419) 213-6723
(fax: 419-213-6898)

Martin P. Joyce Detention Center
James Lowe, Detention Director
300 East Scott Street
Youngstown, Ohio 44505
(330) 740-2261
(fax: 330-742-5877)
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JUVENilE DETENTION CENTERS continued

Medina County Juvenile Detention
Garland Brown, Superintendent
655 Independence Drive
Medina, Ohio 44256
(330) 764-8408
(fax: 330-764-8412)
E-Mail: gbrown@webcombo.net

Montgomery County
Detention Center
Jimmy Carter, Director
303 West Second Street
Dayton, Ohio 45422
(937) 225-5901
(fax: 937-496-7270

Muskingum County
Detention Center
Daniel B. Kieffer, Superintendent
1860 East Pike
Zanesville, Ohio 43701
(740) 455-8236
(fax: 740-453-1066)

Northwest Ohio Juvenile
Detention Center
Joe Lipsey, Superintendent
3389 County Rd. 24.25
Stryker, Ohio 43557
(419) 428-2322
(fax: 419-428-6303)

Portage-Geauga Detention Center
Thomas Rehnert, Director
8000 Infirmary Road
Ravenna, Ohio 44266
(330) 297-5233
(fax: 330-297-1533)

Richland County Attention Center
Mike Casto, Director
411 S. Diamond Street
Mansfield, Ohio 44902
(419) 774-5801
(fax: 419-774-5555)

Sandusky County Juvenile
Detention Center
Dale Mitchell, Director
2100 Castalia Road
Fremont, Ohio 43420
(419) 334-6498
(fax: 419-334-6501)

Sargus Juvenile Detention
Center
Beth Oprisch, Administrator
210 Fox Shannon Road
St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950
(740) 695-9750
(fax: 740-695-6001)

Scioto County Juvenile
Detention Center
Dean Novinger, Superintendent
526 5th Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
(740) 351-0931
(fax: 740-351-0860)

South Central Ohio Regional
Juvenile Detention Center
Michael T. Oyer, Superintendent
182 Cattail Road
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601
(740) 773-4169
(fax: 740-773-6630)

Seneca County Youth Center
Kurt Baumgartner, Interim Director
3484 South Township Road 151
Tiffin, Ohio 44883
(419) 447-7852
(fax: 419-448-5061)

Stark Attention Center
Rod Schneider, Director
815 Faircrest Street, S.W.
Canton, Ohio 44706
(330) 484-6471
(fax: 330-484-8112)
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Summit County Juvenile
Detention Services
Dave Bailey, Superintendent
650 Dan Street
Akron, Ohio 44310
(330) 643-2960/643-2962
(fax: 330-643-2987)

Trumbull County Juvenile
Detention Center
John Cickelli, Detention Director
220 Main Avenue, S.W., Box 1209
Warren, Ohio 44482
(330) 675-2612
(fax: 330-675-2619)

Tuscarawas Attention Center
Pam Watkins, Director
241 University Drive, N.E.
New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663
(330) 339-7775
(fax: 330-339-1311)

Warren County Juvenile Justice Center
Desiree Batsche, Director
570 Justice Drive
Lebanon, Ohio 45036
(513) 695-1392
(fax: 513-695-1394)

Linda Martin Juvenile Attention Center
(formerly Wayne-Holmes Attention Center)
Leon Horton, Administrator
6807 Non-Pariel Road, Route 4
Wooster, Ohio 44691
(330) 264-9050
(fax: 330-262-9058)

West Central Juvenile Detention Center
Gregory Simmons, Director
2044 North County Road 25-A
Troy, Ohio 45373
(937).440-5651
(fax: 937-335-3843)

Wood County Juvenile Detention Center
Richard Schmidbauer, Director
11120 Gypsy Lane Road
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402
(419) 352-3554
(fax: 419-352-6084)
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Lebanon, Ohio 45036
(513) 695-1392
(fax: 513-695-1394)

Linda Martin Juvenile Attention Center
(formerly Wayne-Holmes Attention Center)
Leon Horton, Administrator
6807 Non-Pariel Road, Route 4
Wooster, Ohio 44691
(330) 264-9050
(fax: 330-262-9058)

West Central Juvenile Detention Center
Gregory Simmons, Director
2044 North County Road 25-A
Troy, Ohio 45373
(937).440-5651
(fax: 937-335-3843)

Wood County Juvenile Detention Center
Richard Schmidbauer, Director
11120 Gypsy Lane Road
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402
(419) 352-3554
(fax: 419-352-6084)
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Butler County Juvenile
Rehabilitation Center
Thomas Barnes, Superintendent
280 North Fair Avenue
Hamilton, Ohio 45011
(513) 887-3800
(fax: 513-887-3871)

Hocking Valley Community
Residential Center
Sally Walters-Barr, Executive Director
111 West 29 Drive
Nelsonville, Ohio 45764
(740) 753-4400
(fax: 740-753-4448)

Juvenile Residential Center of
Northwest Ohio
Bridget Ansberg, Director
1012 South Dunbridge Road
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402
(419)353-4406
(fax: 419-353-4502)

Lucas County Youth Treatment
Center
Theresa McCarthy-Acocks,
Administrator
225 Eleventh Street
Toledo, Ohio 43624
(419) 213-6161
(fax: 419-213-2450)

Miami Valley Juvenile
Rehabilitation Center
Gary Neidenthal, Director
2100 Greeneway Blvd.
Xenia, Ohio. 45385
(937) 562-4150
(fax: (937) 562-4170

Montgomery County Center for
Adolescent Services
Richard Hamning, Superintendent
333 Access Road
New Lebanon, Ohio 45345
(937) 687-9427
(fax: 937-687-0112)

Muti-County Juvenile Attention
System Community Corrections Center
Don W. Themes, Superintendent
David Riker, Administrator (ext 2847)
815 Faircrest Street S.W.
Canton, Ohio 44706
(330) 484-6471
(fax: 330 484-8112)

North Central Ohio
Rehabilitation Center
Darin Elson, Director
1440 Mt. Vernon Avenue
Marion, Ohio 43302
(740) 386-2232
(fax: 740-389-5920)

Oakview Group Home
Chad Sokolowski, Director
45232 National Road·West
St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950
(740) 695-3500
(fax: 740-695-3564)

Perry I Multi-County Juvenile
Facility
Rich Glass, Director
1625 Commerce Dr.
New Lexington, Ohio 43764
(740) 342-9700
(fax: 740.:-324-9701)
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The Honorable David Wilson
Michael Evans

Joyce DeMint

Danielle Truesdell
Ansie Richard
Sheila Carter

Administrative Judge
Court Administrator/ Chief Probation
Officer
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/ Asst. CPO
Interstate Compact
P.O. /Attendance Coordinator
Fiscal Officer
Clerk/Felony Adjudications

The Honorable David R. Kinworthy
Glen H. Derryberry
Tammie Hursh
Thomas Roush
Robert Whitlach
Andy Lauer
Debbie Figgins
Connie Lowry

Julie A. Norberg
Jennifer Altenburger
Jon McKanna
Lynne Schnipke
Doug Schweingruber
David Tomlinson
Tommy A. Wohlgamuth
Larry Webb
Cathy Follett
Julie Mekolites

Administrative JUdge
Chief Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Court Director
Chief Deputy Clerk
Central Business Office Director/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Director of Treatment/Detention
Unruly Department Director
Interstate Compact
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The Honorable Robert W. Stewart
Jonathan M. Perrin
Todd L. Grace
Debbie Gibson

Sue Hooper
Leigh Ann Gabriel
Shantelle McLaughlin
Diana Stanley
Anna Belle Saltz

Brenda Wachenschwanz
Donna LaComb
Sherry Mace
Bryce Lonas
Mark G. Rhoades

Norma Amold
Stephanie Huffman

Rebecca Miller
Roger Pedigo
John Koren
Kimberly Barron
Tommy Adkins

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Magistrate
Court Administratorl
Assignment Commissioner
Chief Deputy Clerk
Assistant Chief Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Interstate Compact!
Chief Community Control Officer
Asst. Chief Community Control Officer
Community Control Officer
Community Control Officer
Curfew Officer
Director of iversion Programs I
RECLAIM Contact
Diversion Coordinator
Prevention Coordinator I Community
Service I Restitution
Director, CASAIGAL Program
Investigator
Chief Constable
Constable
Constable

The Honorable Mark E. Spees
Carol A. Orick
James Schnarre
Sarah L. Imondi

Michael Lynch
Thomas R. Niemeyer
Aaron Shoupe
John·Schlosser
Vickie Wehner

Administrative Judge
Chief Deputy Clerk
Diversion Coordinator
Subsidy Grant Coordinatorl
Interstate Compact .
Deputy Chief Probation Officer
Deputy Chief Probation Officer
Senior Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
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The Honorable Damian J. Vercillo
Nancy Dyer

Lisa Bush
Tara Mast
Duane Botdorf
Larry D. Seidner
Nicole Kerr
Randy Simmons
Kip Van Tilburg

Administrative Judge
Court Administrator/Subsidy Grant
Coordinator
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Director of Youth Detention Center
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Charles G. Hague
Edith Hough
Philip Gerken
Debra Pitzer

Kathy Thompson

Bernadette Cimorelli
Shari Thompson
Kristine Dondrea
Rebecca Douglas
Donald Frick
Gregory Kubea
Ed Loftus
Daniel J. Sheldon
Jim Howell
Charles Stickle

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Magistrate
Court Administrator/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Asst. Court Administrator/
Interstate Compact
Chief Deputy Clerk
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Director of Youth Detention Center
Asst. Director Youth Detention Center
Bailiff/Security
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Douglas L. Graham
Tod Scarpella

Intake Officer
Intake Officer
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The Honorable J. Mark Costine
Vita J. Baran
Marcia Faulkner
Richard L. Gross

Joseph D. Atkinson
Kelly Carter
Joseph M. Defranco
Jennifer Shunk

Administrative JUdge
Chief Deputy Clerk
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Margaret A. Clark
Milton Berner
William Carkeek
Timothy Boone
Debbie Harbottle
Sheri Griffith
Patricia Manning
Kelly Scott
Angela Craig
Lisa Teegarden
Linda Scott
Carol Castle
Lori Parker

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Court Director/Chief Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Juvenile Deputy Clerk
Juvenile Deputy Clerk
Bailiff
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
F.A.S.T. Program
Probate Deputy Clerk
Probate Deputy Clerk
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The Honorable David J. Niehaus
The Honorable Ronald R. Craft
John Bruewer
Robert G. Clevenger, Jr.
Lynne Schutter
Devin Goodman
Toni Pagano
Terry Gordley
Teri Lenhoff
Annette Lolli
Dianne Reist
John Rogers
Thomas Barnes

Administrative Judge
Judge
Chief Magistrate
Director of Court Services
Diversion Coordinator
Chief Probation Officer
Administrative Services Coordinator
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Support Services Coordinator
Systems Administrator
Program/A.N.D. Unit Coordinator
DYS Liaison
Superintendent of Corrections

The-Honorable John H. Weyand
Patricia'Beamar
Deborah Grunder
Rachel L. Rinkes
Sam Figley

Obie Jenkins

Administrative JUdge
Chief Deputy
Deputy
Court Administrator
Chief Probation Officer/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Probation Officer

The Honorable John C. Newlin
Richard A. Meyer
Alan Swendal

Amy Johnson
Eric Doerzbacher
Jana Champ
Susan Swiger
Melinda Peters
Terry Miller

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Chief Probation Officer/COBRA Director/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Probation Officer/Community Servo Co.
Probation Officer
Chief Deputy Clerk
Juvenile Clerk
Juvenile Clerk
Court Bailiff
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The Honorable Joseph N. Monnin
Thomas Wilson

Janie D. Skogstrom
Kathy lopez
Monica Brown
Karen Benton
Alan Bury
Connie Miller
John levering
Jan Mahan

Wynette P. Carter

Jamie Carr
Thomas Myers
Stephen Petticrew
Thomas Rumpke
Spencer Stewart
Cathleen Wall
Clinton Willis
Kenneth Youngblood
Stephen Henry
Daniel Evans

Sharon Travis
Martha Antolik
George Brose
Steve Hurst
Kimberly Bobst
James Burkhardt
Fred Thomas
Darrell Jackson
Robyn Hennigan

Administrative Judge
Court Director/Magistrate/Subsidy Grant
Coordinator
Magistrate
Chief Deputy Clerk
Deputy Chief of Diversion
Chief Diversion Officer
Diversion Officer
Diversion Officer
Diversion Officer
Deputy Chief of Probation/
Placement Coordinator
Chief Probation Officer/
Interstate Compact
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Officer
Community Services!
Restitution Program Coordinator
Mediation Coordinator
Mediator
Mediator
Mentor Coordinator
Director of CASA
Director of Court Security/Criminal Bailiff
Detention Director
Deputy Sheriff/Security
Court Reporter
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The Honorable Stephanie Wyler
Douglas J. Brothers

Gary Bryant
Deborah Fannin
Bonnie Thiess
Lynda Garbutt
Judy Farley

Terrie Redrow
Thomas DelGrande

Administrative Judge
Court Director/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Assistant Court Director
Administrative Assistant
Chief Deputy Clerk
Intake/Diversion Supervisor
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Placement Coordinator
Superintendent of Detention

The Honorable G. Allen Gano
Roger Bowling
David C. Hockaday
C. Nick Babb

Deanne Whalen
Rachel Van Pelt
Karen Willis
Sandy McCandless
Christina Poe
Leesa Cox
Leslie· Hodge
Glenda Parker
Colleen Fear
Karen O'Rourke

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Court Administrator for Services
Court Administrator for Programs/
Chief Probation Officer/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Senior Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Chief Fiscal Officer
Chief Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Mediation Director
Administrative Assistant

The Honorable Thomas M. Baronzzi
Charles E. Fitzpatrick, Jr.

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
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Dane Walton
Kelly Metzgar
Joe Rawson
Doug Bettis
Kathleen Mellot
Shirley M. Palmer
Tawnja Polverine
Patty Richardson
Helen Shaffer
Amy Ondrejko
Matt Ditchey
Don Bennett
Jeremy Matuska
Darren Miller
Susan M. Ellis
Michael Hunt
John Bucher

Court Director
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Intake/Diversion/Mediation
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy ClerklTraffic
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Administrative Assistant
Staff Attorney
Court-School Liaison
Probation Officer/Fiscal Officer
Probation Officer/lnterstate Compact
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Court Bailiff/Deputy Sheriff
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The Honorable C. Fenning Pierce
Sue L. Ball
Steven Champagne

Douglas Schonauer
Sheri Fortune
Nicole Cox
Kaci Ausmus

Administrative JUdge
Deputy Clerk
Court Administrator/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Chief Probation Officer
Intensive/Diversion Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Steven D. Eckstein
Rhonda Neal, M.S.

Sandra R. Lust
Christine Fetters
Brenda Dicus
Kurt Baumgartner
Kenny Daniel
Tonya M. Spears
Tim Roseberry
Jennifer Andrews

Administrative Judge
Court Director/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Business Manager
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Officer
Diversion Officer
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The Honorable Joseph F. Russo
The Honorable Peter M. Sikora
The Honorable Patrick F. Corrigan
The Honorable John W. Gallagher
The Honorable Janet E. Burney
The Honorable Alison Nelson Floyd
Ken Lusnia
James Tribble
Charles Cavano
Karen Lippmann

John Pokorny
Renee Edel
Leonard Munks
Marita Kavalec

Administrative Judge
Judge
Judge
Judge
Judge
JUdge
Court Administrator
Chief Probation Officer
Fiscal
Deputy Director, Court Administration
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Grant Program and Data Monitor
Senior Program Planner
Detention Center Superintendent
Director, Court Services

The Honorable Michael D. McClurg
Brenda Godwin
Angie Kaiser
Michael Fourman
Scott Lind
Rob Fulker
Lori Miller

Administrative JUdge
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Chief Clerk
Diversion/Restitution Officer
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Stephen W. Ruyle
Jan Lauro
Alice Mack
Sandy Goris
Michael Pocratsky

Administrative Judge
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
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The Honorable Kenneth J. Spicer
Teresa Tackett
David Hejmanowski
Sharon McCollister
Don Worley
Donald Brode

Karen Jones
Dawn Huston
Carole Noelle DePascale
Debbie Gibson
Lisa Risinger
Vikki Hardwick
Kristin Camac
Jenny Nicely
David Andrews

Darlene Miller
Mary Cagnina
Howard Heston
Bobbie Massey
Kathy Sturman
Coco J. Kneisly
Vicki Cortez
Byron Brown
Margaret McCoy
Mary Kay Rogers
Laurie Scholz
Julie Wagar-Bleak
Donna Sigl-Davies
Erin Givens
Deb·McCurdy
Joe Palmer
Eddie T. Parker, III
Stacey Blair

Administrative Judge
Judge's Personal Assistant
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Finance, Personnel and Facilities
Department Head
Chief Deputy Clerk
Intake/Diversion Coordinator
Intake Counselor
Intake Counselor
Intake Counselor
School Attendance Officer/lntake Officer
School Liaison
School Liaison
Chief Probation Officer
Interstate Compact
Chief Deputy Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Community Service Coordinator
Family Assessor
Drug Court Coordinator
Drug Court Clinician
Senior Drug Court Probation Officer
Treatment Coordinator
Family Advocate.Coordinator
Victim Services Coordinator/Magistrate
CASA Coordinator
Direct Care Coordinator
Community Organizer
TEAM mentor Coordinator
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The Honorable Robert C. DeLamatre
Mary Bower
Bruce Croteau
Mark Stuckey
Norman P. Shaw
Faith S. Parker
Julie Fidler

Tammy Barbato
Lee Millhouse
Christopher G. Perrin
Stanley Stewart
Michelle Deichler
Janet Kerber
Mark Michel
John Zadell
Margaret Black
Dorothy Williams
KristaTulupan
Shelissa Allgood
Rebecca Bryner
Kate Conley
Lori Gobmeier
Cory Harris
Kemmes Keys
Amanda Tubbs
Robert Wikel
Brenda Mansor

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Project Manager
Court Administrator
Business Manager/Subsidy
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The Honorable Steven O. Williams
Carl McCoy
Cheri Shaw
Cliff Reynolds
Molly Lounsbury
Lora Mauer
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The Honorable James W. Mason
The·Honorable Kim A. Browne
The Honorable Katherine S. Lias
The Honorable Dana S. Preisse
The Honorable Carole Squire
Karen S. Casey
Don Feldkamp

Barbara Reeves
Nancy Catena
Andrea Morbitzer

Don Martin
Diane Mueller
Dawn Radovich
Walt Wheeler

Administrative Judge
JUdge
Judge
Judge
JUdge
Court Director
Assistant Court Director!
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Assistant Court Director
Program Administrator
Deputy Director, Juvenile Detention
Center
Deputy Director, Courtside Operation
RECLAIM Ohio Coordinator
Court Liaison!lnterstate Compact
Chief Probation Officer

The Honorable Michael J. Bumb
Vacant
Angela Nagel
Dean K. Dreher
Stacey·Reed
Barbara Irelan

Administrative Judge
Interstate Compact
Deputy Clerk
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Subsidy Grant Coordinator

The Honorable William Medley
Gregory A. Shrader

Joy Elliott
Jerry Darst

Administrative Judge
Court Administrator!
Subsidy Grant Coordinator!
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
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The Honorable Charles E. Henry
David Lubecky

Alice Webster
Michele Schroeder

Beth Williams
Stephanie Voss
Bill Mooney
Ann Mlinar
Tina Shaw

Wendy Wilhelm
Alicia Paulsey
Linda Lann
Elizabeth Rader

Administrative Judge
Magistrate/
Court Administrator
Chief Deputy Clerk
Subsidy Grant Coordinator!
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Senior Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Intake Officer/Diversion Coordinator
Community ServiceNolunteer Coordinator
Restitution Coordinator
Intensive Supervision Monitor
Youth Center Director
Youth Center Social Worker
CASA Coordinator

The Honorable Robert W. Hutcheson
Amy Boland
Amy Lewis
David Pendry
Cynthia Thompson
Jan A. White
Thomas Gelhausen

Timothy Gevedon

Lori Buckwalter
Jeff Conrad
Holly Hester
Todd Kreill
Sheena Nipper
Brad Reigelsperger
Edward Cleo Watts
Barbara Fryman
Rhonda White

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Court Director
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Interstate Compact!
Program Director
Restitution Director/
Chief Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Coordinator
Probation Officer
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Tracey Woodson
Gloria Jean Porter
William Voskuhl
Jennifer Boggs
Sharon Belickis
James Humston
Gary Neidenthal
James Voskuhl
Dr. Robin Herman
Judy Karnasiewicz

Diversion Counselor
CASA Coordinator
Cross System Specialist
Office Manager
Assistant Office Manager
Director of Security Services
Superintendent of Corrections
Deputy Superintendent of Detention
Deputy Superintendent of Rehab
Director of Treatment (RTC)
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The Honorable Robert S. Moorehead, Jr.
Jean Stevens
Kathryn Kelly
Tiffiany Lowry
Victor Lagneaux
Jeffery L. Hayes
Becky Masters
Frank Stroud

Administrative Judge
Interstate Compact
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Chief Probation Officer
Transportation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Court Liaison

The Honorable Sylvia Hendon
The Honorable Thomas R. Lipps
John McManus
Mark Reed
Leah Dugan
Robert Gruber

Cindy Meyer
Steve Rokich
John Konerman
Joseph Florimonte
Lyn O'Mara
Frank Yux
Brent Laman
Dan Joyner
Ed Ryan
Neil Bieliauskas
Maria Laib

Administrative Judge
Judge
Chief Magistrate
Court Administrator
General Counsel
RECLAIM/Subsidy Grant
Coordinator
RECLAIM Administrative Aide
Director of Finance
Director of Personnel
Director of Information Services
Director of Training
Executive Director/Court Services
Deputy Chief Probation Officer
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Supervisor
Director of Intervention Unit
Placement Consultant
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Melinda Klenk
Pam Bailey
Laurie Stevens
Julie Garvey
Harvey Reed
Joe Zurad
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Executive Director Case Management
Director of Clerks Office
Interstate Compact Coordinator
Account Specialist
Superintendent, Youth Center
Superintendent, Hillcrest School

The Honorable Allan H. Davis
Kathy Lishawa

Dorothy Phillips
Jackie Ramge
Rebecca Ring
Darlene D. Waltermire
Elizabeth Slough
David Claflin
Scott De Graaf
Cynthia Frantz

Administrative Judge
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Chief Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Placement Coordinator/Diversion
Mediation Coordinator/Subsidy
Grant Coordinator

The Honorable James S. Rapp
Mark Lay

Shelly Miller, LSW
David Holbrook
Don Castle
Wade Melton, M.Ed
Charles Hindall
Roxie Hensel
Paula Jones
Heather Shoffner
Wanda Hale
Jennifer gallant
Brenda Boecher
Becky Sprang
Ryan Newland
Jesse Seiler

Administrative Judge
Court Director/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Diversion/Home Based Services
Transportation
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Family Services Coordinator
Probation Case Manager
Education Services Coordinator
Community Services Coordinator
Tutor
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The Honorable Matthew P. Puskarich
Cathy Rose
Anthony Hayes
Alice Morgan
Jamie McMillen

Administrative Judge
Chief Deputy Clerk
Chief Probation Officer
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/Office Mngr.
Probation Officer

The Honorable Keith Muehlfeld
Joyce Beck

Dawn Bischoff
Kelly Behrman
Elissa Carrizales
Melissa Cotter

Administrative JUdge
Court Administrator/Subsidy Grant
Coordinator/Interstate Compact!
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Kevin Greer
Dawn Watson
Barbara Hedges
Gayle Gilliland
Colleen Lewis
Linda McCoppin
Rodger Marsh

Donnie Barrera
Todd Blankenship
Ronnie Ward

Administrative Judge
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Chief Deputy Clerk .
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Deputy Clerk
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Chief Probation Officer/
Interstate Compact
Assistant Probation Officer
Assistant Probation Officer
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The Honorable Frederick E. Mong
Sandra R. Wells

Constance S. Steward
Darlene Simmons
Michael J. McGreevy
Duane Nakanishi

Administrative Judge
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Program Coordinator
Deputy Clerk
Interstate Compact/Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Thomas C. lee
Glennis Menuez

Jenny Evans
Teresa Weir
Vacant
Robert Porter
Janice Shroyer
Annette Lanham
Karen Hunter
Bradley S. Conn

Administrative Judge
Court Administrator/Subsidy
Grant Coordinator
Chief Juvenile Court Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Secretary
STAY Program Secretary
Bailiff/Mentor Program Coordinator
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The Honorable Timothy L. Cardwell
Christopher C. Mushett

Pamela J. Mercer
Dennis J. Myers
Amy Latteman
Taylor Ball

Carrie Bellamy
Paul Garrett
Kathleen Fox
Nathan Perani

Administrative Judge
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Court Director
Chief Deputy Clerk
Bailiff
Data Systems Administrator
Interstate Compact!
Probation Supervisor
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Stephen·D. Michael
Randall R. Buffington
Joyce Woods

Nancy Perdue
Buster Hall
John Dioguardi
Vacant

Administrative Judge
Court Administrator
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
RECLAIM Contact!
Chief Deputy Clerkl
Intake Coordinator/
Court Liaison
Deputy Clerk
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Samuel W. Kerr
Casimir T. Adulewicz
Michelle A. Groninger

Peggy Clark
Robert E. Lenko

Administrative Judge
Court Magistrate
RECLAIM Contact/Subsidy
Grant Coordinator
Chief Deputy Clerk
Chief Probation Officer/
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Joseph Colabella
Robert Mieczkowski
William M. Ward
Bryan Kosikowski
Jennifer A. Simmons
J. Douglas Knight
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RECLAIM Contact/Interstate Compact
Probation Officer
Diversion/Probation Officer
Director of Detention Services
Teacher (Detention Center)
Court-School/ Foster Homes Liaison
Community Service Coordinator

The Honorable James M. Ronk

Jeffrey C. Williams
Michael A. Durbin

CaroLEverett

Angela Webb
Ben Sanders
Joseph J. Mazzari II
Vacant

Administrative Judge/
Interstate Compact/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Magistrate
Court Administrator/Chief Probation
Officer/Interstate Compact
Court Liaison/
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Officer
Social Worker

The Honorable William W. Weaver
Joanne V. Sommers
Frank Weiss
Susan Y. Kish, L.S.W.
Dennis J. Vidic, B.B.A.
Marlene Anderson
Marylou Diliberto

Mike Stanic

Nadine Billy
Tom Condon
Tim Gibbons
Gary Glover
James Heraghty
MelissaJevack
Terese Koerner

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Magistrate
Court Administrator of Direct Services
Court Administrator of Indirect Services
Chief Deputy Clerk
Subsidy Grant Contact/Probation
Secretary
Chief Probation Officer/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
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Cathi Leonello
Susan Range
Linda Varcelli
John Kinch
Chris Simon

Sue Pawlowski
Jerry Ranally
Brenda Buchanan
Keith Montesano
SandySisa
Neville Graham

Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Felony Intensive Probation Officer
Probation Officer/Boy's Group
Home Supervisor
Intensive Caseworker
Intake Supervisor
Intake Officer
Intake Officer
Intake/Social Historian
Restitution/Security Coordinator
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The Honorable David Payne
Robert H. Compton
Joyce Lynd

Betsy Clark

Randy Franz
Rick Steed
John Kincaid
Larry Bare
Doug Clark

Brett Looney

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Chief Probation Officer/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator!
Interstate Compact
Chief Deputy Clerkl
System Administrator
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Officer
Diversion/Intake Bailiff
Community Service Coordinator/
Process Server
Group Home Director

The Honorable Robert H. Hoover
Douglas E. Sassen
Jeffrey A. Plunkett
Vivian Zigan
David Edelblute
Cindy A. Campbell
Cora L. Fulton
Cindy M. Webb

Deborah R. Bloom

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Magistrate (Part Time)
Judicial Assistant/Paralegal
Court Administrator
Chief Deputy Clerk
YRP Coordinator
Director of Program and Treatment
Services/Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Counselor
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Kandy K. Humphrey
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Steven W. Mercer
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Lesley A. Muniz
Mark A. Phillips
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Robert A~ Sensabaugh
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Counselor
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Mediation Coordinator
Intake Officer
Director of Diversion
Diversion Officer
Diversion Officer
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Director of Probation/Interstate Compact
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YCP Worker
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Chief Deputy Clerk
Probation Officer
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Probation Officer
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The Honorable David A.. Basinski
The Honorable Deborah L. Boros
The Honorable Paulette J. Lilly
Charlita Anderson
Michele Arredondo
James Barilla
Francis Carde
Gerald Strait
Susan Ward
Tim Weitzel
Erik Ponzie
William County

Edward Moore
Nancie Murello
Jolan Castillo
Dale Kaminski
Patricia Wilson
Doug Messer
John Matakovich
Marilyn Parker-Jeffries
Lillian Leach
Ken Kuckuck
Dan Ritter
George Silvasy
Keith Ankorka
Lori Simon
Patricia Jacobs

Administrative Judge
JUdge
Judge
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
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Ralph Sochacki
Deborah Hodges

Antonio Garrett
Fred Whitman
Theresa Acocks
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Fiscal Manager
Interstate Compact/
Probation Administrator
Detention Administrator
Intake Coordinator
Administrator of Youth Treatment Ctr.

The Honorable Glenn S. Hamilton
Ronald C. Parsons
Mary Louise Strine
Tammy Stoops
Patricia L. Troyer
Kay Tracy Conaway
Patrick Thomas
Tammy Stoops

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Court Administrator/Deputy Clerk
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Deputy Clerk
Interstate Compact/Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Officer
Probation Officer/Home Investigator

The Honorable Theresa Dellick
Eva Burris
Marilyn Stephens
Elaine Ramhoff

Kateeka Harris
Ralph Ricci
Lura "Butch" Harris

Richard White
Anne Louise White
Jim Lowe
Rollen Smith
Colleen Biroschak

Administrative Judge
Court Administrator
Bailiff
Subsidy Supervisor/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Intake Supervisor
Chief Probation Officer
Deputy Chief Probation Officer and
Treatment Court Coordinator
Chief Magistrate
Comprehensive Strategy Coordinator
Reclaim Ohio Contact/Magistrate
Detention Director
Asst. Detention Director
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The Honorable Thomas K. Jenkins
The Honorable Deborah A. Alspach
Robert Fragale
Malcom Goodman
Brenda Voshell
Susan Kieffer
Russell Craig
Julia Ambrose
Jennifer Breen
Kevin Byrnes
Eric Lieurance
Robin Ison
Tami Jacobs
Traci Parker
Gloria Austin
Darin Elson

Administrative Judge
Judge
Magistrate
Magistrate
Court Director
Probation and Grant Administrator
Program Administrator
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Intensive Pre-Teen Probation Officer
Intake Officer/Interstate Compact
Diversion Coordinator
Detention Administrator
N.C.O.R.C. Administrator

The Honorable John J. Lohn
Albert B. Shirer
Dorcas Russo
Teresa Barrington
Susan Poulos
Garland R. Brown

Phillip J. Titterington

Matt Zaleski
Jodi Smith
Pat Boyle
Jamie Thomas
Suzanne Armstrong
Jane Ryan

Administrative Judge
Magistrate/Court Administrator
Magistrate
Magistrate
Magistrate
Superintendent (Juvenile Detention
Center)
Chief Probation Officer/Subsidy Grant
Coordinator
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Administrative Assistant, Probation
Program Manager
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The Honorable L. Scott Powell
Judy Sisson
Carl R. Hysell

Nancy Hill

Administrative JUdge
Court Director
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/ P.O.

The Honorable Mary Pat Zitter
M. Jane Pease

Angela Gehle
Jason Waltmire

Administrative JUdge
Court Administrator/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Lynnita K.C. Wagner
Gretchen Beers
Chris Gee
Katherine Severt
Charlene Prestopino

Beverly Bell
Randall D. Freeman

.Donita A. Gast
Gerald L. Dornbusch, Jr.

Jennifer Barnett
Maggie Briggs
Diane S. Long
Angela McConkey
Jessica Wells
Greg Simmons
Lance Ray
Diana Karnehm

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Part-time Magistrate
Part-time Magistrate
Court Administrator/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Chief Deputy Clerk
Chief Probation Officer/
Interstate Compact
Family Program Coordinator
Chemical Dependency Specialist!
Assistant Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Detention Director
Assistant Detention Director
Director of David L. Brown Youth Center
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The Honorable Walter R. Starr
Deirdre Ollom

Vacant

Administrative Judge
Court Director/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Interstate Compact/
Probation Officer/
Program Coordinator
Probation Officer

The Honorable Michael B. Murphy
The Honorable Nick Kuntz
Lee E. Townsel
Domina Matthews
Susan Melvin

Greg Scott
Ralph Wilcoxson
Jimmie Carter
David Lyons
Vijay Chitkara
Wanda Mills

Richard Hamning

Administrative Judge
Judge
Court Administrator
Assistant Court Administrator
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Program Coordinator/Planner
Director, Intervention Center
Senior Magistrate
Director, Detention Services
Director, Probation Services
Fiscal Officer
Superintendent of Nicholas Residential
Treatment Center for Youth
Director, Center for Adolescent Services

The Honorable D.W. Favreau
Forrest Michael Totman

Janet White
Cynthia M. Schaad
Angela Bowen
Jeff Gellispie
Trina Webb

Administrative Judge
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Interstate Compact/Court Director
Assignment Clerk
Probate/Juvenile Clerk
Juvenile/Probate Clerk
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
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The Honorable Howard E. Hall
Linda M. Cohen
Kathleen Ryan
Dan Wallis

Kelly Beall
Lori Lynch
Jackie Weaver

Administrative JUdge
Magistrate
Magistrate
Court Director/Subsidy Grant
Coordinator
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Chief Deputy Clerk

The Honorable Joseph A. Gormley
Steven Buck
Cathleen Capunay
Kathie Davis
Vicki Riggle
Shelia Halsey
Susan Taylor-Wickman
Heidi Donley
Richard A. Davis
Peggi Cater
Mike Blake
Randall Bates
Sherry Crouch
Rose Oliver
Jason Ankrom
Steve Desrosiers
Jon Shaeffer
Larry Still
Angela Carder
Ken Henry
Rick Lothes

Dan Kieffer
Joe Natalie
April Carpenter

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Chief Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk (Traffic)
Deputy Clerk (Criminal)
Deputy Clerk (Children Services)
Deputy Clerk/Assignment Commissioner
Court Director
Court Administrator
Intensive Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Program Coordinator
Diversion Coordinator
Community Service Coordinator/
Restitution Coordinator
Detention Superintendent
Risk Assessment Coordinator
Administrative Assistant (Detention)
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The Honorable John W. Nau
Larry McCullough

Dennis Riddle
Tonda L. Harless
Dorothy Schott
Karen Starr

Administrative Judge
SUbsidy Grant Coordinator/
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Intensive Probation Officer
Chief Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Assignment Commissioner

The Honorable Kathleen L. Giesler
Lori Clune
Robin M. Boling
Lynn A. DeTray

Julie A. Bowman
Jay Faris
Gloria Shenkel
Kay Kroeger
B. Todd Pollock

Administrative JUdge
Court Administrator
Chief Deputy Clerk
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Intake Coordinator
Intensive Supervision Officer

The Honorable Russell J. McMaster
Cheryl Thrasher
Anna M. Campbell

Stacy A. Campbell

Administrative Judge
Deputy Clerk
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Interstate Compact!
Chief Probation Officer
Office Assistant
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The Honorable Luann Cooperrider
Martina Brown

Tara Hankinson
Janet Sheeran
Sue Primmer
Patrick Ratliff

Administrative Judge
Subsidy Grant Coordinator/
Court Administrator
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Interstate Compact/Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Jan Michael Long
Andi Humphries

Dianne Hopkins
Pam Sark
Jodi Hartman
Melissa Rodgers
Judith Justice
Marshall Fields
David Stevens
Susan Wears
Leslie Saxton
Julie Baker
Eileen Kester
Terry Leasure
William Chesser

Administrative Judge
Court Director/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Court Administrator
CASA and GAL Coordinator
CASA Assistant Coordinator
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Felony Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Felony Probation / Drug Court
Diversion Hearing Officer
Assignment Commissioner
Adjustment Center Monitor
Alternative School Director
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The Honorable William Wray Bevens
Brenda K. Greene
Teresa Fisher
Sandy Weeter
Sandy Carrier

Carl Dunham
Barbara West Riser
Vacant

Administrative Judge
Court Administrator/Chief Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
SUbsidy Grant Coordinator/
Youth Diversion Counselor
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Thomas J. Carnes
James J. Aylward
David M. Brode
Denise Metropulos-Tharp

Lenny C. Sorboro

Sheila Cecora
Kris Senters
Robert White
Thomas J. Rehnert

Shannon Gonzalez

Cheryl Roth
Dan Patz
Jeff Cunningham
Eugene Clinckscale
Rory Franks
Sandra Ferracane
Kristal Pelc
Nikki Robinson
Jennifer Schumm
Ed Obryant

Jerry Powell
Faye Seadler

Administrative Judge
Chief Magistrate
Magistrate
Court Administrator/Court Reporter/
Fiscal Administrator
Director of Youth Rehabilitation/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator I Interstate
Compact
Chief Deputy Clerk
Asst. Chief Deputy Clerk
Staff Psychologist
Superintendent of Portage/Geauga
Juvenile Detention Facility
Diversion Services, Special Services
Supervisor
Substance Abuse Supervisor
Substance Abuse Specialist
Chief Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer/Electronic Monitoring
Officer
Diversion Intake Officer
Diversion Intake Officer
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Alison Steinberg
Erica Gory

Emily Congrove
Christy Troyer
Diane Matthews
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Psychology Department
Restitution Officer / Community Services
Officer
Educational Services Coordinator
Administrative Assistant
Secretary / Recptionist

The Honorable Wilfrid G. Dues
Lynn Kelley
Penny S. Morton

Kim Nicholl
Becky Morin
Marian Schmidt
Beverly Spitler
Dawna F. John-Simpson
Doug Moore
Teresa Leyes
David Stevenson

Administrative Judge
Magistrate
Court Administrator/
Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Probation Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Interstate Compact
Probation Officer
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Daniel R. Gerschutz
Nancy Hofferbert
Linda Schimmoeller
Shayna Booher
Lynne Schnipke

Administrative Judge
Deputy Clerk/Subsidy Grant Coordinator
Deputy Clerk/Interstate Compact
Probation Officer
Probation Officer

The Honorable Ron Spon
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Administrative Judge
Magistrate
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Juvenile Court Director
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Ken Fairchild
Thomas Trittschuh
David Miller

Kathy Wareham
Robert Boebel

Chief Probation Officer
Detention Director
Interstate Compact!
Intake and Dispositional Planning
Truancy Coordinator
Restitution Coordinator
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The Honorable Richard G. Ward
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Administrative Judge
Magistrate
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Assistant Court Program Coordinator
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John Friesinger
RachelJe Griffin-Hall
Charles Boes

Restitution Officer
Diversion Officer
Resource Coordinator
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The Honorable Norman P. Smith
Betty Hill Bahleda

Dawn Bailey
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County: _
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Fax (614) 728-4680
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May 20, 2004

Dear Chief Probation Officer:

I am a graduate student at Youngstown State University in Youngstown, Ohio. I am
currently working on my thesis project in order to obtain my Master's Degree in Criminal
Justice. The reason I am writing to you is to ask for your help with my thesis project.

I am researching the causes and manifestations ofjuvenile delinquency, specifically
focusing on youths who abuse animals prior to engaging in other delinquent acts. I am
asking that you and your staff complete the attached questionnaire. The questionnaire
focuses on your experiences as a probation/parole officer dealing with youths who harm
animals. In the questionnaire you will find questions that focus on animal abuse, as well
as other behaviors, that have been shown through research to correlate with juvenile
delinquency.

Would you please distribute the enclosed questionnaires, cover letters, and postage-paid
envelopes to your staff. When you complete the questionnaire, please do not use any of
the children's names or any other identifiers. If you do not wish to participate please
recycle these materials.

Any questions or concerns can be addressed by the following people:
Edward Orona, Director of Grants and Sponsored Programs

(330) 941-2377
Tammy A. King, Chairperson of the Criminal Justice Department

(330) 941-3278

A summary statement of the results will be mailed to all participating agencies. Thank
you for you assistance.

Sincerely,

Sarah Matthews, Graduate Student
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May 20, 2004

Dear Probation/Parole Officer:

I am a graduate student at Youngstown State University in Youngstown, Ohio. I am
currently working on my thesis project so I can obtain my Master's Degree in Criminal
Justice. The reason I am writing to you is to ask for your help with my thesis project.

I am researching the causes ofjuvenile delinquency, specifically focusing on youths who
abuse animals prior to engaging in other delinquency acts. I am asking that you complete
the attached questionnaire. The questionnaire focuses on your experiences as a
probation/parole officer dealing with youths who harm animals. In the questionnaire you
will find questions that focus on animal abuse as well as other behaviors, that have been
shown through research, to be correlated with juvenile delinquency.

Would you please complete the enclosed questionnaires? Once completed, place it into
the postage-paid envelope and mail at your convenience. When completing the
questionnaire, please do not use any of the children's names or any other identifies.
If you do not wish to participate please recycle these materials.

Any questions or concerns can be addressed by the following people:
Edward Orona, Director of Grants and Sponsored Programs

(330) 941-2377
Tammy A. King, Chairperson of the Criminal Justice Department

(330) 941-3278

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Sarah Matthews, Graduate Student
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ANIMAL ABUSE AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
YSU RESEARCH PROJECT

Date:
Questionnaire:

1. Are you a probation or parole officer?

2. What is your average case load size per year?
,

3. Approximately how many o~yourclients are repeat offenders?

4. As a probation/parole officer have you dealt with any juveniles who have had a known history of
animal cruelty? It is not necessary that the juvenile be charged with animal croelty for you to
respond with a yes.

5. Have you ever suspected that animal cruelty had occurred when dealing , ...ith any ofyour clients?

Ifyou have known ofactual animal abuse by any ofyour clients please continue. Ifyou have not,
please return your survey now. Thank you!

6. Approximately how many clients have a history ofanimal cruelty?

7. Approximately what percent ofthe known animal abusers are known bed wetters?

8. Approximately what percent of the known animal abusers are known fire setters?

9. Approximately what percent ofthe known animal abusers are male?

10. Approximately what percent ofthe kno"rn animal abusers are female?

11. Ofthe youth with a known history ofanimal cruelty: list their most violent recorded offenses to
the best ofyour ability.

12. Ofthe)'outh with a known history ofanimal cruelty. is there evidence that they committed their
delinquent acts in a more malicious manner than their peers without a history ofanimal cruelty?
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13. Do you see more psychological problems among your clients with a history of animal cruelty?

14. Do you see more drug and alcohol problems among your clients with a history ofanimal cruelty?

15. Do you see more problems with peer relations among your clients with a history of animal
cruelty? _

16. Based on your experience with youth who hann animals. do they have a history ofbeing
physically, emotionally, or se~"Uallyabused by adults in their lives?

17. Based on your experience, does committing animal abuse during childhood and adolescents lead
to violent adult criminal behavior? _

18. Based on your experience, is there a difference in animal abuse occurrences in urban v. rural
settings?

19. Ifyou have knowledge ofabuse in particular cases, is the abuse more often towards a family pet
or neighborhood stray? _

20. What are the age ranges ofyour clients that are known animal abusers? _

Please feel free to elaborate or include any additional infonnation that you believe would be helpful.
Please do Dot use any oftke childreD's Dames. Thank you for your time and assistance with this
project. Notices will be sent to make your agency aware ofthe website that the results Will be posted
on.

(please use the back ofthis sheet ifyou need more space to write)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE!
Please mail your completed questionnaire in the postage-paid envelope addressed to YSU.
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SurveY'2 Drug/Alcohol abuse significant. Also, in two cases, active
adult involved supervision of satanic activity present with animals
used in ritualistic sacrifices.

Survey'3 One client was previously placed at this Ohio Department of
Youth Services On a prior burglary charge. Received this case as a rule
32 (competency) While on parole was picked up on new charges of cruelty
to animals and parole violation and was returned to the institution.
The fact of this offense cruelty to animals) was that he found a stray
dog on the street and took it back to his apartment where he killed and
mutilated the dog with a knife. The body of the dog was found in his
bedroom closet.

Survey' 7 Animal abuse is common for any kind of juvenile criminal.
Animals don't fight back and it is their way of power and control. I
hope you find out that a lot of animal abuse is done by juvenile
criminals, but highly done by sex offenders. Sex offenders like to have
control/power over the weak minded/strength. To be honest, I have not
had many youths on my caseload (that I am aware of) that have harmed
animals, other than the sex offenders.

Survey #8 I do not feel that one act leads to the next, from animal
abuse to adult crime. Rather, the abuse is a way for the child to let
out anger he feels usually due to past victimizations of his own,
usually physically or sexually in nature but I have also seen animal
abuse by children who were severely emotionally abused. Unresolved,
this anger may lead to adult crimes.

SurveY'9 Animal Abuse (as well as fire setting, bed wetting, and fear
of the dark, etc.) are tell tale signs that the animal abuser was
abused themselves. What seems to be the case is that the more severe
the symptoms the more severely the abuser was abused him or herself. If
you have a kid (or adult) who are manifesting all the symptomology
(animal abuse, fire setting, bed wetting, fear of the dark) then you
almost assuredly are dealing with someone who not only was abused
themselves, but were systematically abused as children over and over
again sexually, physically and emotionally. Probably by a family member
who resides with them.

Survey '13 Since I only deal with juveniles, I do not have information
on adult criminal behavior. Most of my experience has been with youth
sexually abusing animals. I have to rely on parents information and
parents don't normally report abuse of animals until it has developed
into a major problem. Many parents are not anxious to tell if a child
wets the bed or sets a fire unless they are caught by someone else or
cause major damage. Teens as bed wetters are very good at keeping that
particular secret.

Survey' 19 Most have come from poor homes, as far as relationships.
Violence of some sort is usually involved as well. Most have problems
with peer relationships. I am sure more animal abuse happens than what
is reported. Not all families report this type of behavior for whatever
reason_ .. social status may be one.
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Survey'28 Haven't had a lot of this, but a few kids hurt their pest
that I know of. I have heard of kids doing malicious things to stray
cats_.seems to be a favorite animal to abuse among kids.

Survey # 42 Over the eight years that I have carried a diversion
caseload, I worked with approximately 2,000 youth. Out of those 2,000,
less than 20% go on to family court. The five cases listed are the
extreme of the 20% that recidivates to formal court.

Survey #48 Most youth who abuse animals also share these common areas
as well: Lack of support, supervision, and structure Low educated
families Low income families Mental health or drug/alcohol related
issues with parents Major school issues

Survey # 49 This juvenile decided he wanted to see what the dog's
reaction was going to be. This is why he sprayed the dog with "halt".

Survey #52 The one boy who was charged with animal cruelty is being
detained for aggravated burglary and he was smoking weed at the time of
the burglary. He is looking to bound over as an adult.

Survey #53 It is hare to differentiate between repeat and continuing
probationers. Some probationers may stay on probation for years before
being terminated From a caseload. A child may be released briefly then
returned, which makes Him a repeat offender. But those juveniles that
never get terminated from probation are much more troublesome than
repeat offenders.

Survey #69 In my opinion the underlying abuse of neglect which leads
to animal abuse is the cause of criminal behavior. The actual abusing
of animals does not lead to criminal behavior. It in itself is a
criminal behavior. Animal abuse is a sign of psychological problems
which can lead to criminal behavior.

Survey #71 Though I only have one client on my caseload, I worked in
detention for 21 years. During that time the majority charges with
animal cruelty were male and had suffered some type of abuse within
family structure.

Survey #74 This subject threw a cat into a fire, he has set living
room on fire, and set curtains on fire.

Survey #77 My experiences with youth is very limited as I only see
them until they complete their ordered hours.

Survey #93 I have rarely seen a female juvenile charged with animal
cruelty. They are more likely to harm a family pet and admit to this
months later.

Survey #96 One of the offenders is partially harmful to his younger
brother and sister and also to himself. He chokes siblings and himself.

Survey #98 My sample may be skewed. Most of the youth on my case load
are adjudicated sex offenders. In my opinion the abuse did not lead to
the sexual offending behaviors, but the youth's sexualization lead to
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the animal abuse. Most of the abuse was not the youth doing something
to the animal. The abuse usually consisted of having the animal do
"something" to the youth.

Survey'100 Two of the youth who were animal abusers were mentally
retarded. The other youth was above average intelligence. The most
difficult to deal with was the youth who was not intellectually
disabled. He has a history of severe physical abuse by both bio/foster
parents. He has a history of sexual offending, severe arson incidents,
and violent assaults. He is currently in OBYS where he has been for
approximately one year. I have a mentally ill/mentally retarded case
load. Many of the youth have a history of animal abuse, but I do not
have first hand knowledge of it.

Survey '102 In my own personal experience, (working w/ sex offenders)
there is animal cruelty. They also have a history (most cases) of being
abused themselves. (sexually, physically, of mentally) Most cases, the
individuals background includes: Lower IQ, socially unaccepted, past
history of personal abuse, single parent home, mother of father history
of abuse and multiple relationships. No extra activities at school or
community.

Survey '104 Unfortunately for many young men hurting animals is almost
a rite of passage such as shooting cats in the woods. I do not consider
this abuse trying to determine if this child has been abused or will
become delinquent.

Survey '114 The "cat" case - very interesting. During a search of
youth's room approx. 15-20 pages of journal were located. They outlined
gruesome explicit details of torture and eventual killing of numerous
stray cats. Youth even had pet names for each. When confronted with
information youth minimized acts as a "childhood" occurrence and never
could explain why documented. Youth was ultimately committed to DYS for
property offense. Youth was very persuasive, leader, kind of character.
History of suspected (victim) sexual abuse. Totally detached from
mother and family. History of physical (victim) abuse as a child. Youth
was charismatic and manipulative - especially with young adult females
(19-21 yrs.) Was not physically attractive by any means, but overcame
deficiencies with character.

Survey '117 Besides the cruelty, I had some use animals as sexual
objects.

Survey '123 Having been in this system for 24 years I have probably
been involved in 10-12 cases that experienced and animal abuser who
also wet the bed and had fire starting issues as well. I am aware of
probably 30-50 over the years as well. Giving more specific details at
the time would be difficult. I have never been involved in a case w/ a
female animal abuser. Males only.

Survey '126 Some of the questions - # 17 for example - would be hard to
answer unless they were tracked for adult criminal behavior. # 18 ­
again my jurisdiction is more of a small county - small population. #
12 - would most likely require a psychological evaluation.
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Survey '126 Most of the children I have dealt with were somewhat loners
and always having problems with other kids. They all appeared to have
mental health issues. Problems were reported by parents and most stated
they were worse when they were much younger.

Survey '130 Most of the time the youth was upset wi parent of family
member, and punished animal.

Survey '137 Of the cases I have dealt with that involve animal abuse,
the most linking factor was that all youth come from very dysfunctional
homes, where structure and affection were absent. None of the youth
could bond with others, or show real remorse.

Survey '140 I have had animal abuse brought to my attention on only two
separate occasions, both were male 16 yrs old who lived in rural areas.
No formal animal abuse charges were filed. One is currently on
probation for drug trafficking, the second case two years ago was in
for theft offense.

Survey #156 Unless a child is charged with abusing an animal, most of
the information I have on the abuse is self-reported. I'm not sure I
believe much of what is self-reported about animal abuse (or sexual
abuse). Most of it is minimized or hidden from the adults in the
child's life. Most of the children know that this activity is taboo
andlor wrong and are very hesitant to discuss it. I do suspect that
more animal abuse is occurring than I know about.

Survey #160 This particular case - my only case - juvenile has never
bonded wi biological mother - who has an IQ of 48 - juvenile told me
about incident - no remorse. History of physical - emotional - sexual
abuse - very angry young lady.

Survey #164 I see more emotional issues as opposed to psychological
problems. ie anger management, frustration, immaturity. The anger is
usually a replacement of anger towards parents.

Survey #166 I supervise female youth that are on probation. My case
load is strictly female only.

Survey '169 Much aggression from conflict in home directed at family
pet. In other cases stray animals were abused.

Survey #178 It is rare for a youth to be adjudicated on animal abuse
offenses. I can only remember two in past years however, many more
youth have bad issues and as a result abusive activity has been brought
up in discussions wi family or friends. This info is hearsay and often
disputed by youth.

Survey '184 I've worked in social services for 14 yrs. I've seen 1 male
sex offender who assaults his dog. In the past 2 yrs. I've noticed
young (10-12) boys (3) in for cruelty to animals - specifically.
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Youngstown State University / One University Plaza / Youngstown, Ohio 44555-0001
Dean of Graduate Studies and Research

330-941·3091
FAX 330·941·1580

[-Mail: graduateschool@cc.ysu.edu

Dr. Tammy King, Principal Investigator
Ms. Sarah Matthews, Co-investigator
Department ofCriminal Justice
UNIVERSITY

RE: HSRC Protocol Number: 121-2004
Title: The Disturbing Connection Between Youth Violence and Early Childhood Animal

Cruelty

Dear Dr. King and Ms. Matthews:

The Human Subjects Research Committee ofYoungstown State University has reviewed the above
mentioned Protocol, and has approved it with the following condition:

(1) the Investigator should~ a statement to the introduction letter to the effect of "Please
do not use any names or identifiers in your response. "

Please submit the aforementioned materials, where applicable, to Cheryl Coy, Secretary, Office of
Grants and Sponsored Programs, 357 Tod Hall, before initiating your project.

Any changes in your research activity should be promptly reported to the Human Subjects Research
Committee and may not be initiated without HSRC approval except where necessary to eliminate
hazard to human subjects. Any unanticipated problems involving risks to subjects should also be
promptly reported to the Human Subjects Research Committee. Best wishes in the conduct ofyour
~~. .

:~9J~
Dean, School ofGraduate Studies
Research Compliance Officer

" c: Departmental File
Department of Criminal Justice

www.ysu.edu
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