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Q & A About
His First Novel
Pretty Birds

: Can you tell us a littde bit about
this ok ?

A: It's the story of twe teenape pirls
on the same high school baskethball
team in Sarajevo when the siepe begins
in the spring of 1992, Irena s Muslim,
Amela is a Serb, but none of that has
ever maant & much t them as sports,
music, amal the antics of lrena®s |'-.'|rnc:-l.
Pretty Binl Ihn.:\-.' winal LIt 4 dsrpsile
sitles of the dity they hove, The book is
the story of hosw Trena, her family, and
the city strugple to keep poing. An old
high school teacher who remembers
her athbetic skills and [eBIsd ey Tisits
Iremsa intoe 'I'.'-l'\-:-l'u ok, She eventsalls
recomnects with Amela in a set o
circumstances you'd call remarkable—
under ordinary ciroumstances.

Features of the 1|.l.lr:\' can be grirn.

I‘".I'. ?ll.'il i |:II1LI'|'|'. Il. NS 1:II-|1IJI1'|IIF LLp &

often the only armaor left w the people
ol Sarajevo.

)z When and where do vou do your
[est writing?

A: Ower years in the news business,
I have written in hotel rooms and air-
|l|.1:||-.'-, |.l:- |_.||.|||._-||_!_-|.|__ I|.1.-|1|'.!_'|'|L ard in
sunlight, on desks, tables, sandbags and
crates, on conmputer, typeowTiter, andd by
hand. You learn not to rely on special
surroundings

1 tonk weeks off to devote to the
nicvel, rather tham writs just in spurts,
Therefore much ol .r'.'..'.| Birds was
written in Paris .'|I||| r||I'|||||I| We :I.'III =]
I.:'.|'|'\. .\IIIH.\,I.|'.:III_"I'| in Paris |:'.|'||||||Li:|g
the Musée Paasso, with a sun-washisd
nook where we set up oy laptop, It
lesrkeeel like your could write Ulvmes in an

aftermoon in that nook. But it was so

beastly bot that summier, 1 wotind up
'a'.r||_|j|¥ |:|||_|3-\.1|.l.' | 1§ ||||.' '\u|1|||lx.|' .il'lll [} |.'|1-
ter of neighborhosd cabiés When it's
going well, the commotion is actu allv
comforting. When it's not going well,

youl just change calés

0 Will people who beard vour sto-
ries [rom Sarajeve resd Peetiy Birds aid
remember certain things?

Az Well, we profiled a veenage girl,
Irena, and her best friend, Amela. Owr
driver and fixer were named Miro
Thase are the names of the baok's
I"l'.l'l-\.'il:l.'ll characters. But | named those
characters in tribuwte to thenn. Pror
firdds is not their story, except that parts
of it are the story of all Sarajeavans

Several of the scenes in the book
derive from my reporting. One of the

R |l'..I|" I- S :I
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Scott Simon
conlinged Fotw page |
girls has to ket po of her amily's par
rot—ithat was from one of our stories.
Basnians trick a Serh .:rl:iurr}' umnait
iRk h‘:mhing their own hui.]dir:g._ the
Bread Line Massacre, hurning furniture
anad ﬁting Erass s, I.'I'I.'iFH."T TemIsEs,
dark jokes, and references to Michael
Jordan—all of that was in owr report-
ing, too,

The scenes at a veterinarian's office
are prompred by stories we did about
how Sarajeavans struggled o keep their
pets. Ivwas the maost popular report-
ing we did. The scenes at the Sarajevo
Zoo are also informed by stories my
produces, Peter Breshow, and 1 did from
eonos in Kabul and Prishtina,

O Tt was in Sarajevo that vou saw
a veenage girl who was a sniper for
the: Sertman Armmy. You'd covered war
stories before, but was this a particular
shock to vou?

As A lot more was more uhLﬂ.{:.ilLE_.
Women turn out te be very desirable
snipers. They tend o be meticulous i
ways bows often are not. The whole 5a-
rajevo story was a shock. But ultimately,
an inspiration, too. The murder going
an there every rla.}', and the Ernl:u:iﬂr in
Basnia, was w.idl.-]'_l,' rrp-uﬂ.r.«ll. Mot of
the worlsdl turned away Sarajeve shook
up my convictions about the waorld,
what I was doing, and what T believed.
But the puise, ]:-]L:L'h, and ingenuity
of Sarajeavans also llabbergasted me.
'ﬂ'n'}' didn®t wail, wring their hands and
wait on the rest of the world to rescue
them. They helped themselves.

}: Since reporting this story, you've
becoms: a father, [o you have a dif-
ferent perspective on the true story
behind this novel now that vou have a
daughter?

Az When vou become a father, vou
=-1.|.l3-|.‘|l:.|||]_'r kmow there §s someone in this
wairh] that vou weould die For, no fuies-
tion or hesitation. Irena, like all daugh-
teers, olten sewes her father ax I:ru'.in_g ﬁll}'
and ineffectual. But she also knows that
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he is loving, kind, and willing to die for
his family.

The very day we delivered the manu-
script to Random House, we received
the first photographs from China of our
daughter. T remember feeling that big,
fat, 600-page double-spaced manu-
seript in our laps as we took the taxi
oveer Eo Hrua.dwl}' ansl '.-.wultnllg: dloss
this bundle wri@ about the same as
our baby?

I pray that our daughter will never
have to five through a siepe like the one
that stranpled Sarajevo. But we would
fee] blessed to have a child who faces
up b his or her human rrspumihi]i.lilﬂ
with the courage and poise of Sarajeav-

Ans.

q; It has been ]ﬂ:.'l:'m since the end
of the: siepe in Sarajpevo, Can you tell us
whiat's happening there today?

Az The city is smaller and duller than
it was before the war, The wouncds of
war are still visible and raw. But it is
alsn a place of culture, diversity, and
even joy, My wife and 1 F-‘I‘.I.:'\'I'I:l in the
same hotel where our engineer, Manali
Wetherell, and 1 stayed during the
sege. But it was the first time I [had]
used the elevator or taken a shower—
there was little l.'|-|.'l.1.l'|l.'.il_'r arvd no water
ahuring the war, When Caroline and [
walked throwgh the Cld City, or down
what had been Marshal Tito Boule-

WYSLL | 3uh nosae

ROBERT W. PETERSON
SCHOLARSHIP

Congratulations to Athena Dixon of Youngstown, this
year's recipient of the Robert W. Peterson Scholarship.

Contributions o the Robert W Peverson Scholarship are always
welcome. Checks should be made out to “Younpstown State Uni-
wr&si'r:'" with “*Robert W Peterson f"i-|'|'|n|.1.nl15r.|" nn the memao line.
Please mail your check to: University Development, Youngstown State
University, One University Plaza, Youngstown, Ohio 44555,

vard—>Sniper's Alley—I kept saying,
"This is new | . this is new: . | this i
mew " At one point Hamel, our local
guide, smiled at a group of school kids
running past us. “The children,™ he

rointed out. "TI:IL'? ane newd too”

Q: Are you hoping readers will take
sormething specific away Irom thelr
experiences reading Preity Birdr?

A: Maybe some greater understand-
ing about the human cost of war,
bt absoy the sacrifice amd I}rlw:r}' of
which human beings are capable. A
vorw ta never turn away from another
penacide—althouph the world did
soon thereafier in Bwamda, and later
in Kosowo: anad i= moow in Darfur. And
1 |'rnr.|-r' that |1ﬂ:|r.||r will feel a debr ol
thanks to Sarajeve For giving us a liv-
ing examiple of fertitude in the e of
brutality. But | also hope people wll
laugh along with the characters. There
ix much |a.uﬁ'|1'hr'r in thiz book, as there
was in harajewn |:|I||.ri:r|.g the siepe. You
had te make vourself laugh to keep

BNE:

)z Can we expect more works of
fiction from v

Az [ hope. Realistically, it depends on
the success of Preey Birds. ['ve had a rich
life as a reporter and ['d like to make
creative use of my experiences all over
thee warld,
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Join us for an evening of classical music under the summer stars!
- WYSU-FM Blossom Festival Bus Trip :

This year's Blossom excursion features the music of American icon George Gershwin in three of his most en- %
during compositions. The program begins with a symphonic recreation of Familiar melodies taken from his folk
opera, Porgy and Bess, brilliantly arranged by Robert Russell Bennett. Mext comes the compaser’s very popular
signature work, Rhapsody in Blue, one of the first great successes at fusing the elements of jazz and classical
music. Ending the program will be an orchestral self-portrait of the composer as a young artist thousands of
miles from home, the unfailing crowd-pleaser called An American in Paris.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

IAN PARKER is one of Canada’s mast gifted and exciting voung artists, [e
waon Farst Priwe at the 2000 CBC Mational Radio I.'-:-m|u-1|l:|---|:I a5 wiell as
Cirandd Prize at the Canadian Mational Music Festival, Corpus Christi Interna-
ticaal anad Montrzal Symphony Orchestra compeetitions. I acldition to solo
appearances with numerows Canadian orchestras, he has als piven recitals

seroms Morth America, Western | L Y amal lsrael

Conducting the program will be LOBAS JOHN SCHISSEL, who is in his
I-|"||'I'.||'| AT A |||I'|||II| T0F Of '||'<' H R T ] }:‘\.\_"L.II!..'I |L_|.|:-c: :'n.'i| :';.-_|'|'H.-||_'| ||.\_|'\-\. Trav-

el 1!'||III.|J__-_hl.n.|l: the Ulnited Staves, ]':l.u-.lpl.', armd Asia i.lll'.l]l.II.LIII.j_' archestras,

banals, ancd choral ensembles in a broad range of musical seyles. As 2 com
I Parkor, Featurad Arciic pewser amad orchestrator, Mr. Schissel has created an extensive catabogue of over

A0 works for orchestra, svmphonic wind band, and jae ensemble

Blossom Festival Concert
X Saturday, August 6, 2005

Hosied !‘!_I' WYSL-FA r;|_1_|'."n'.:u1||'=c:: Barhara Krawer and Michels (rene

o Motor coach departs V5L campus at 5200 pom. for the 800 pom. P, o
concert and returns between 1130 pom. and midnight A, i

L] .5-]5 FI-.T |:IL'HI.I:I I.Li.'k.:'l II1I.|.I.I.'51I'!I-: - 'Uur .|||-|;_|||'.-|]|1:||||'||_'|_| ITFLCEr L'q:...;ﬂ'.

* Round-trip transportation departs [rom the Youngstwn

* ['wvilion Seating State |.|.|1i'pl.'r:~il:. wamyms al LR

* Penic dinner en route P-m. and arrves in time for rl-u.-T Rsd,
*Complimentary parking at COnCert )

Y5LI M24 lot on Fiith Strect

i ® Our bus fills up quickly, so
between Arlington and Grant

reserve your tickets mos?!
Sirects

Picnic dtmner with wine
Croiszant sandbwich [1[s betiice aif tuma, chicken, l:llrkl'_l.".hl.ﬁ'. raimbs, oF ||':_||'I.|r||:|'l Iruain o up, hevmnise, anc « |‘|i| 15
please speciby samilbwich chaice when ordering ticket
* Fus r|'i|'| without the '|'|i| nic dinner will ke £41 per person
L
TO MAKE RESERVATIONS CALL WYSU-FM AT 330-941-1777, li\-‘}r'?f-;,\.l_!-l-r"vﬁ

RESERVATION DEADLINE IS JULY &, N/ i

i

d WYL 1 Fik memic _|ul1 B .".ugu:l. i it
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o1 Second Annual Smoky Hollow 5K Run
~i And 1Mile Family Fun Walk

S5666 N Saturday July9,2005

F_!_F"EH Time: LK run will start 31 9 AM and the | mile Farmily Tun sealk will start at
e 10 AM. Race ciay registration starts at 7:45 AM at Harrison Ficld,
Awsard ceremany & pastrace party with brunch at the MYR in
amaky Hollow Beginning at 10000 AR,

SMOKY HOLLOW

5k Run & Fun Walk Locatien:  Baoth races start and firish at Harrisan Field located on Walnut
Street in Smaky Hollow behind Biiss Hadl, Free blood pressure
sereening and bone density scanning provided by Forum Health,
pius & PT will e availabie to answer questions.

Entry Fee: £10.006l rec L-'i'.-'ﬁ::II::l_!,r .lulj.' £33
5 12.00 For late registration and race day,
5 5,00 for kicds | F and wunder.
[T-5hirt Guarartesd To Fiest 300 Registered Emtrants|

Anwards: Run- Top Threse Make and Fermnale; Top Male and Female Runner Over The Age of 40; and Top
Thiree Places Ir Each A.gq' Gru:.hup
Al e Mile Walk Finishers Reocive a Ribbon
[ Al Kids |2 and Linder Receive a Medal|

Age Groups: Make & Femade: 14 & Under; 1519 20-29; 30-35 $0-449; 50-59; 60-67; 70 & Ower

Maore Information: Gany Sexton: 330294 1- 1 778 or Matt Follc 3307580708

Make Checks Payable Tao: Mail Ta:
5L Smoky Hollow Run YLl Smoky Hollow Run, Atin: GE MoCloud
Cwne Lindversity Plaza, Youngstown, OH. 44555
Last hdarme First Mame
Street Address ; e
" S . PR CLate Fi +] Phiomne
Acye on F-0505: i i Sew: M OF
ShirtSizes YL 5 M L XL XXL
Check Which Event You'll Be Participating in S Sk Rum
2 1 Mile Walk

Release: | krndw running a race is a pofenbially hazardous actiaty, | should not enter and run urdess | am medically able and propery
rrained. | agree L abide by any decison of a race official relative to safely complete the run. | asswme s Aok siocizted in running n
s evenl including, but not limited to, falls, contact with otfeer participants, the effects of thee weather, raffic, and the conditiorns of
i road, Al swoh risks being known and appreciated by me. Hawving read thes waiver and knowing these Facts and in consideration of
you stcepting rmy entry, |, for myself and anyone ontitled to act an My behall, waive and refease @l thoie imvohleed with the race, all
sponsors, their represemtabies and sucoessors from all claims oF Kabilitees of any kind arismg oul of my parbcipating m this eeent

SIGMATURE (PARENT IF LINCER 15|

Juby & Auspast 204068 WYSL L 2th nose §
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Now's the Time
with Martin Berger
Saturday, 11:00 pm

7/2 Louis Armstrong. July 4, 1900
prababhy wasn't his actual birthday, bur
he"s always worth cebebrating

70 Rud Freeman. 5u|:|nl:|k. elugnl. ap-

proach 1o the tenor saxophisne.

7/16 Johnny Griffin. The fiery Litthe
Giant, now msch evobved from the young
fastest-tenor role of his 1950s arcival on

“1'.' SLEMIC

7/23 Benny Carter. Classic voice on
alto saxophene, one of our greatest com-
poser-arrangers, i,

7/30 John Coltrane. To the fronticrs
of the jam saxophone, and sometimes
beyond.

B/6 Futty Singleton., Mew Orleans
master, one of the foumbers of jaze drum-

ming.

Ef13 Louiz Bellzon. & brilliant drum-
mier, shways able to assemble formidable
groups.

B/20 Phil Woods, The very madel of
the post-Parker alio saxophonist, in a
varicty uf:-ulil.illp-.

8/27 Joe Sullivan, Heavy-duty tradi-
tional swing piandst.

Folk Festival
with Charles Darling

Sunday, 8:00 pm

73 Folk ':i-lmp]cr, Part LXIX. A folk
sampler meonth starts with four encore
programs featuring songs from Cape
Breton to Madagascar, and stybes from
classic balladry to zydeco.

10 Folk Sampler, Part LXY. Fea-
tires Celtie, country, Hawaiian, blues,

sl CONEMOrary, with F‘l‘:m-Stv.‘g:'r
Jimimy Rodgers, Fred Small, sl Stecleye

'.'||:an.

A7 FOLK SAMPLER, PART LXY1.
Stars: Peter, Paul & Mary, Wonody Guth-
rie, lan and Sylvia, Tom Russedl, and Don
McLean ("American Pie™),

7/24 Falk E.IJ:I'IPJEI', Fart LXX¥11.
Mewer songs mix with old standards sung
by Chris Thile, Lebhto and Wright, Bruce
Springsteen, Patrick Street, and more.

T3 Folk EIJI'IP]EI', Fart LXXXI.
Recent Cs by Bevel fenmy, Joel Rafael
Band, and mew reissues by Woody Guth
rie anwd Leadbelly:

&7 Country Cookin', Part LXIII.
Lependary country artists including The
Lilly Brothers and Dhon Svover, Do Wat-
son, and Uncle Dave Macong p|l|$ some

rising young bluegrass groups,

B4 Folk 'Gu'uul.'rl. Ll nusual SO 1r:|'
Lanlden .Emlgh soboamon’s Seal, Banish
Misfortune, Mouth Music, armd s=veral
obd-timey jug bands.

Tl | I.'l:m'll.:|:1|::|:|:|-Jrl;|l Falk, Part XXXI.
With Don McLean, Chris Stuart, Carl
Panider, Pat ]:lum]:-hrir:, jud'_'r Caolline,
and the late Jim Hinper.

28 The Blues From A to £, Fart
11, Great nanees in country blues:
Elmore James, Lemon Jeffersan, Robert
Johnson, B, B, King, Leadbelb Furry
Lewis, Mance Lipscomsh, etc.

NPR World of
Opera
Maonday, §:00 pm

74 Yerdis Jerusabem. Metherlands
Radio Symphony Orchestra and Chair;
Paodo Olmd, conductor. Omn the heels

of Ridbey Scott's spring hit, Kingdasm of
Heaven, it's Giuseppe Yerdi's version of a
crusader epic—a musical cousin of his
carlier opera, J Lombardi. Melly Miricioiu
atars in a production from the spectacu-
bar acoustics of Amsterdam's Concertpe-

i

/11 Salieri: PEuropa Riconosciuta.
La Scala, Milang Riccardo Muti, conduac-
tor. Salieri’s LEmropa Riconorowia (Europe
Recognized) was the opera performied in
1775 to inaugurate Milan's Teatro alla
Scala, the opera howse that's become a
shrine for opera bvers around the world.
Recently, La Scala underwent an exten-
sive, three-vear renovation and recspened
with that same apera.

WYSL 12th nodc

7/18 Handel: Imeneo. Glimmer-
plass Opera; William Lacey, conductor.
Handel's oddly affecting opera features
an aponizing love quidrangle. A young
woman s engaged to one man, but
beund 1o the man ber livtke sister is in
love with. The Glimmerglass produsc-
tion ges us an ingenious take on a truly
olfbeat comedy,

7725 Leoncavallo: 1 Pagliacci and
Mascagni: Cavalleria Rusticana.
Climmerglass Orpera; Stewart Robertsan,
conductor. The coming-ol-age story

of Blanche, a psychologically fragile
heraine {Maria Eanvova) learful of her
cown shadow: After she joins the Coment
of Carmelites, the government forces
them to denounce their faith or die. In
the end. Hlanche decides that her fate
lies nat in ber fear, but in her daty as a
Carmelite—in one of the most wrench-

ing ultimate scenes in all of opera.

815 Puccini: La Fanciulla del West.
Gilimimerplass Opera; Stewart Robertson,
conductor, Full-hare Malian werisma
mseete America’s Wild West, in this sioder
froes Puccini,

/22 Debusay: Pelléas et Mélisande.
Mational Opera of Parks; Svbain Cam-
|m|:|i.|1.g.. conductor. Can an O b
Fﬂ.’ﬂil.'lnl‘ll' withaial JlriuHﬁE el BoeeE,
n:ru:in_g I'I'.|-I:I'I.'|‘.I-I.'h. arwll l.r-nl|nn'g cadeicee?
The answer is yes, aiwl this evacatke and
emotional marvel b:. Dl.'tl".lb-b}' [prcades it
Thia Fn.rl:luuliun features an all-star cast
from the spectscular Opers Bastille in

Pariz.

B/29 Wagner: Die Walkdire (Act T)
and Gatterdimmerung (Act TIT).
Tanglewsod Music Center Orchestra;
jﬂﬂI.E! |..|:\'i||l.', coiwlictior, Ak I.alllha-lLa].
Wagnerian double-header from Tangle-
wonl, a lestival pestled in the Berkshines
that inmua”.}' SECYES Ui & ETE T T KR

of musical highlights. James Levine leads
same ol Lhe best Wagmerian singers of the
dl_".', in bwn vivied acts from Wapner's Hin_t_'
rg.-rh-.

All programs are subject
to change without notice.
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WYSU STAFF

WYSL-FH STAFF

Agpri Antell- Tarantine
Annauncer/Producer

Michzel Cervane—
Announcer/Producer

Cusan {-.ml'gn—ﬁ.nrrnury

Ed Gigist— LIrederwriter

Michele Grant—Dievelop-
meeni OHfscer

Barbdra Krauss—Anngunc-
erfProducern

Ran Krawss—Broadcase
Engineer

Drawvid Luscher—Aszociate
Chrector

Rick Papovich—Annauncer

Prosdscer
Gary Seman—Director
Tom Zocoks—Assistant
Braadcast Engineer

YOLUMTEER

PROGRAM HOSTS

PRODUCERS

Marten Berper—haw's tha
Tirne

! Charles Darng—Folk
[ Fescval
Sherry Linkon—Foous:
Wiorking Class Studies
Wictor ¥an- Tatah—Focun:
Africana Studies
Wilke Lofron—Productan
Assistant

STUDENT STAFF

fennier Chureh—AnndGundar

Jessica Coaisdrsmr—OFon
Assistant

Robert (Chris) Jennings—
Annauncer

Mercedes Miller—Oifon
Assistant

Elizabeth Rubino—Produc-
s AEsiSTant

Richard Shesrna—Announcer

David Tep-—#nnauncer




