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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
OF 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF 

YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
Tod Administration Building 
Friday, December 19, 2001 
 
   Pursuant to notice duly given, a regular meeting 
(the two hundred thirty-third) of the Board of Trustees of Youngs-
town State University convened at 3:00 p.m., Friday, December 19, 
2001, in the in the Board Room in Tod Administration Building. 
  
   All nine trustees were present at the meeting, to-
wit: Mrs. Eugenia C. Atkinson, chairperson of the board, who 
presided, Mrs. Ruth Z. Wilkes, Mr. Joseph S. Nohra, Dr. Chander M. 
Kohli, Mr. Larry E. Esterly, Mr. Charles B. Cushwa III, Mr. F. W. 
Knecht III, Dr. H. S. Wang, and Mr. John L. Pogue.  Also present 
were student trustees Ms. Mollie McGovern and Mr. Jeffrey J. 
Parks.  
 
   Also present were:  Dr. David C. Sweet, President; 
Dr. Tony Atwater, Provost; Dr. G. L. Mears, Executive Vice Presi-
dent; Dr. Cynthia E. Anderson, Vice President – Student Affairs; 
Mr. Terry R. Ondreyka, Vice President – Financial Affairs, and 
Franklin S. Bennett, Jr., secretary to the board of trustees.  
Also present were approximately 45 persons, including deans, 
members of the faculty, students, administrators, and members of 
the news media. 
 
   The chairperson called the meeting to order. 
 
ITEM I - PROOF OF NOTICE OF MEETING. 
 
   Evidence was available to establish that pursuant 
to Article II, Section 1, of the board's Bylaws; written notice of 
today's regular meeting was timely provided to each of the trus-
tees, the student trustees and to the president. 
 
ITEM II - DISPOSITION OF MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING HELD 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2001; AND SPECIAL MEETING HELD DECEMBER 4, 2001. 
 
   Prior to the meeting, the secretary had provided 
draft copies of the minutes of the board's regular meeting held on 
September 28, 2001 and special meeting held December 4, 2001 to 
each trustee, the student trustees, and the president. There being 
no additions, corrections, or revisions thereto, the minutes were 
approved as mailed. 
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ITEM III - REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY. 
 
   Dr. Sweet briefly highlighted several areas:  547 
graduates received degrees at Commencement exercises held on 
December 16, 2001; there are currently 54 students in YSU’s 
doctoral program; the recently-released Ohio Board of Regents 
Performance Report clearly illustrates that YSU is a “best buy” in 
higher education; YSU once again faces significant financial 
challenges as state support for higher education declines; the 
increase in the maximum amount payable to Pell grant recipients 
from $3,750 to $4,000 will result in $500,000 in additional annual 
financial aid; the University will be open over the holidays to 
further enrollment efforts; the strategic planning process contin-
ues on a number of fronts – the board will receive a report at its 
March meeting, with action anticipated at its June meeting; Dr. 
Sweet is pleased with progress on the implementation of the Ohio 
State Auditor’s recommendations; a revised Campus Master Plan is 
being developed. 
 
ITEM IV – REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD. 
 
   The board considered the following committee 
reports and recommendations: 
 
  1.  Academic and Student Affairs Committee 
 
   The chairperson recognized Mrs. Wilkes, chairperson 
of the Academic and Student Affairs Committee who stated that the 
committee was recommending five resolutions for adoption by the 
board.  On behalf of the committee, Mrs. Wilkes then moved the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

 
Resolution to Authorize 

Conferral of Honorary Degree – Steve D. Bullock 
  
 YR 2002-24 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Youngs-
town State University does hereby authorize the con-
ferral of a Doctor of Humane Letters (L.H.D.) degree, 
honoris causa, upon Steve Bullock, with all the rights 
and privileges attendant thereto. 

 
Following discussion, the motion received the affirmative vote of 
all trustees present.  The chairperson declared the motion carried 
and the resolution adopted. 
 
   The secretary to the board then read the following 
resolution: 
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Resolution Recognizing Accreditation of 
Programs in the Bitonte College of Health & Human Services  

  
 YR 2002-25 

 
WHEREAS, the Dr. Dominic A. and Helen M. Bitonte Col-
lege of Health and Human Services has developed pro-
grams at the associate, baccalaureate, and graduate 
levels to meet regional and national needs for health-
care professionals; and 
 
WHEREAS, faculty have engaged in extensive self-study 
and documentation of the quality of these programs; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the National League for Nursing Accrediting 
Commission granted initial accreditation on July 11, 
2001, to the Master of Science in Nursing for the 
maximum five-year period; and 
 
WHEREAS, the American Dietetic Association granted 
initial accreditation to the associate degree Dietetic 
Technician program and to the baccalaureate Didactic 
Program in Dietetics, as well as continuing accredita-
tion of the Coordinated Program in Dietetics for the 
maximum ten-year period; and 
 
WHEREAS, Youngstown State University has the distinc-
tion of being the only university in the country that 
has achieved accreditation for all three types of pro-
grams in the field of dietetics. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of 
the Board of Trustees of Youngstown State University, 
commend the Departments of Nursing and Human Ecology; 
department chairs, Dr. Patricia McCarthy and Mrs. Jean 
Hassell; the program faculty; and program directors 
Dr. Sharon Shipton, Mrs. Suzanne Leson, and Dr. 
Mohammad Shayesteh; and Dean John Yemma on this 
achievement; and 
 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be 
presented to each of the departments and individuals 
named in this resolution. 

 
Mrs. Wilkes moved adoption of the resolution as read by the 
secretary to the board. After receiving a second from Dr. Kohli, 
the motion received the affirmative vote of all trustees present. 
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 The chairperson declared the motion carried and the resolution 
adopted. 
 
   The secretary to the board then read the following 
resolution: 

 
Resolution of Recognition  

  
 YR 2002-26 

 
WHEREAS, Alpha Lambda Delta is a national society that 
honors academic excellence during a student’s first 
year at college; and  
 
WHEREAS, Alpha Lambda Delta, founded at the University 
of Illinois in 1924, currently has over 225 chapters 
across the United States and has initiated over 
600,000 students; and 
 
WHEREAS, students invited to join Alpha Lambda Delta 
represent the top 15 percent of college freshmen 
across the country; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Youngstown State University Chapter of 
Alpha Lambda Delta was chartered in February of 1999; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the “Order of the Torch” Award recognizes up 
to five outstanding chapters in the nation, and is 
based on programs or activities for the chapter and/or 
campus community; and 
 
WHEREAS, through its strength and extraordinary 
growth, the YSU Chapter was awarded the “Order of the 
Torch” Award on November 8, 2000; and 
 
WHEREAS, the “Maintaining the Flame” Award was estab-
lished to recognize those chapters who have won the 
Order of the Torch Award and continue to strive for 
excellence in their programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, through persistence and continued excellence, 
the YSU chapter was awarded the “Maintaining the 
Flame” Award in 2001; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Trustees at Youngstown State University congratulates 
and recognizes the officers; members; and advisor, 
Mrs. Virginia Mears, of the YSU Chapter of Alpha 
Lambda Delta for their continued excellence in the ar-
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eas of academics, programming, campus visibility, and 
internal communication; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we commend their accom-
plishments and thank them for their commitment and 
dedication to Youngstown State University and to the 
community. 

 
Mrs. Wilkes moved adoption of the resolution as read by the 
secretary to the board. After receiving a second from Mr. Nohra, 
the motion received the affirmative vote of all trustees present. 
 The chairperson declared the motion carried and the resolution 
adopted. 
 
   The secretary to the board then read the following 
resolution: 

 
 

Resolution Commending the Establishment 
Of the Master of Science in Environmental Studies  

  
 YR 2002-27 

 
WHEREAS, there is a need in the nation, and particu-
larly in northeast Ohio, for individuals with the 
knowledge, skills, and leadership to address complex 
environmental problems; and 
 
WHEREAS, the faculty of Youngstown State University, 
under the leadership of Dr. Alan Jacobs, Director of 
the Center for Environmental Studies, developed a new 
graduate curriculum to meet this need; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Board of Regents authorized the Uni-
versity in July 2001, to offer a Master of Science in 
Environmental Studies; and 
 
WHEREAS, the College of Arts and Sciences; the William 
Rayen College of Engineering and Technology; the Bi-
tonte College of Health and Human Services; the Warren 
P. Williamson, Jr. College of Business Administration; 
and the School of Graduate Studies collaborated in the 
design of this interdisciplinary program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the combined expertise of faculty from the 
Departments of Biological Sciences, Civil / Environ-
mental and Chemical Engineering, Chemistry, Geology, 
Health Professions, and Management is utilized in pro-
gram instruction and research; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of 
the Board of Trustees of Youngstown State University 
commend these five colleges and six departments for 
their collaboration and congratulate them on program 
approval by the Ohio Board of Regents; and 
 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be 
provided to each of the participating departments; to 
Dr. Alan Jacobs, Program Director; and to Dean Peter 
Kasvinsky.  

 
Mrs. Wilkes moved adoption of the Resolution as read by the 
secretary to the board. After receiving a second from Mr. Cushwa, 
the motion received the affirmative vote of all trustees present. 
 The chairperson declared the motion carried and the resolution 
adopted. 
 
   The secretary to the board then read the following 
resolution: 

 
Resolution Commending the University 

On Accreditation Action by 
The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association 

  
 YR 2002-28 
 

WHEREAS, the North Central Association requested that 
the University report by July 1, 2001, on the progress 
made in implementing a new general education program 
and on the progress made in improving the representa-
tion of minorities among the faculty, staff, and stu-
dent body; and 
 
WHEREAS, the faculty, led by the General Education 
Committee, and the General Education Coordinator, Dr. 
William Jenkins, worked diligently to implement an in-
novative, new general education program in Fall 2000; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, a University/Community Task Force developed a 
Diversity Plan of Action, and the University created a 
University Diversity Council, led by Mr. Robert Faulk-
ner; and 
 
WHEREAS, the required progress reports documenting the 
University’s efforts were authored by Dr. William Jen-
kins and Dr. Janice Elias, with the assistance of the 
Office of Equal Opportunity and the Office of Institu-
tional Research; and 
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WHEREAS, The Higher Learning Commission found that 
“the general education curriculum is well conceived;” 
and 
 
WHEREAS, The Higher Learning Commission stated that 
“The positive direction of minority faculty, staff, 
and student representation at the University shows 
progress;” and  
 
WHEREAS, no further progress reports are required by 
The Higher Learning Commission; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Trustees at Youngstown State University commends the 
faculty and staff on the progress made in general edu-
cation and in creating a campus climate that promotes 
diversity; and 
 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be 
provided to the Office of Equal Opportunity, the Of-
fice of Institutional Research, and to Dr. Jenkins, 
Dr. Elias, and Mr. Faulkner.  

 
Mrs. Wilkes moved adoption of the Resolution as read by the 
secretary to the board. After receiving a second from Mr. Knecht, 
the motion received the affirmative vote of all trustees present. 
 The chairperson declared the motion carried and the resolution 
adopted. 
 
  2.  External Relations Committee 
 
   The chairperson recognized Mr. Esterly, chairperson 
of the External Relations Committee who stated that the committee 
was recommending one resolution for adoption by the board.  On 
behalf of the committee, he then moved the adoption of the follow-
ing resolution: 
 

Resolution to Accept Development Gifts 
 

YR 2002-29 
 
WHEREAS, Board policy provides that the President 
shall compile a list of gifts to the University for 
each meeting of the Board of Trustees and present the 
list accompanied by his recommendation for action by 
the Board; and 
 
WHEREAS, the President has reported that the gifts as 
listed in Exhibit A attached hereto are being held 
pending acceptance and he recommends their acceptance; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Trustees does hereby accept these gifts on behalf of 
Youngstown State University and requests that the 
President acknowledge the acceptance of these gifts 
and express our gratitude for their generosity in sup-
port of the University. 

 
Following discussion, the motion received the affirmative vote of 
all trustees present.  The chairperson declared the motion carried 
and the resolution adopted. 
 
  3.  Finance and Facilities Committee. 
 
   The chairperson recognized Mrs. Donna Esterly, 
Executive Director – Computing/Information Services, who described 
the efforts of the 28-member YSU website advisory committee.  Mrs. 
Esterly distributed an executive summary of the website redesign 
(a copy of the summary is attached to these minutes following the 
Exhibits).  Mrs. Esterly provided a Power Point presentation of 
the newly designed website.  Mrs. Esterly recognized and thanked 
the members of the website redesign steering committee. 
 
   The chairperson recognized Mr. Ondreyka who pro-
vided a status update on the following matters:  The annual audit 
has been completed by the University’s outside auditors and has 
been forwarded to the Office of the Ohio State Auditor, the 
University again received an unqualified opinion from the external 
auditor; the University is in compliance with all Senate Bill 6 
ratio reporting requirements; the University will receive a one-
time revenue benefit of approximately $1 million as a result of 
the conversion from the quarters to semesters; future financial 
statements will change substantially due to GASB pronouncements 34 
& 35; an emergency student loan fund has been established and is 
available to assist any undergraduate or graduate student without 
regard to financial circumstances, academic standing, or 
full/part-time status (Mr. Ondreyka distributed a one-page “Tui-
tion and Fees Update, a copy of which is attached to these minutes 
following the Exhibits). 
 
   The chairperson recognized Mr. Nohra, chairperson 
of the Finance and Facilities Committee, who stated that the 
Finance and Facilities Committee was recommending one resolution 
for adoption by the Board.   On behalf of the committee, Mr. Nohra 
then moved for adoption of the following resolution: 

 
Resolution to Authorize 

Purchase of Properties for Campus Improvement 
 
 YR 2002-30 
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WHEREAS, Youngstown State University has identified an 
area surrounding the campus within which it seeks to 
acquire property for the benefit of the University; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property located on the east side of Audu-
bon Street, known as Youngstown City Lot No. 14271, n. 
pt. (Home Savings and Loan property), is needed for 
campus improvement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the properties located on the south side of 
Emerald Street, known as Youngstown City Lot Nos. 
16351, 16353, and 16354 (Tokich properties), are needed 
for campus improvement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property located on the north side of Em-
erald Street, known as Youngstown City Lot No. 16370 
(Hanni property), is needed for campus improvement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the properties located on the east side of 
Walnut Street adjacent to Harrison Field, known as 
Youngstown City Lot No. 4585 (both parcels) (Cassese 
properties), and Youngstown City Lot No. 4586, mid. pt. 
(Worrellia property), are needed for campus improve-
ment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the properties located on the north side of 
Court Street and on the west side of Harrison Street 
adjacent to Harrison Field, known as Youngstown City 
Lot No. 19824, w. pt. (Askew property), Youngstown City 
Lot No. 19824, e. pt. (Gangone property), Youngstown 
City Lot No. 19826 (Tillman property), Youngstown City 
Lot Nos. 19828 and 19829 (Caizza properties), and 
Youngstown City Lot Nos. 19830, 19831, 19832 and 19833 
(Mendenhall/Kemp properties), are needed for campus im-
provement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the properties located on the north side of 
Willard Street, known as Youngstown City Lot No. 9034, 
w. pt. (Mendenhall property), and Youngstown City Lot 
No. 9035, e. pt. (Mendenhall/Kemp property), are needed 
for campus improvement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property located on the south side of 
Scott Street, known as Youngstown City Lot No. 4605, w. 
pt. (Woodberry property), is needed for campus improve-
ment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the properties located on the north side of 
Grant Street and the adjacent lot located on the south 
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side of Scott Street, known as Youngstown City Lot Nos. 
997 and 4610 (Huffman properties), are needed for cam-
pus improvement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the properties located on the south side of 
Arlington Street, known as Youngstown City Lot Nos. 
4656 and 4657 (Pavelko properties), are needed for cam-
pus improvement.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trus-
tees of Youngstown State University does hereby author-
ize the purchase of the properties as described subject 
to a satisfactory title search and environmental as-
sessment. 

 
Following discussion, the motion received the affirmative vote of 
all trustees present.  The chairperson declared the motion carried 
and the resolution adopted. 
 
   4.  Internal Affairs Committee. 
 
   The chairperson recognized Dr. Kohli, chairperson 
of the Internal Affairs Committee, who stated that the committee 
was recommending two resolutions for adoption by the board. On 
behalf of the committee, he then moved for adoption of the follow-
ing resolution: 
 

Resolution to Ratify 
Faculty Staff Appointments 

 
 YR 2002-31 
 

WHEREAS, the Policies of the Board of Trustees direct 
the President to appoint such employees as are neces-
sary to effectively carry out the operation of the 
University; and 
 
WHEREAS, new appointments have been made subsequent to 
the September 28, 2001, meeting of the Board of Trus-
tees; and 
 
WHEREAS, such appointments are in accordance with the 
2001-2002 Budget and with the University policy on 
Equal Employment Opportunity; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Trustees of Youngstown State University does hereby 
ratify and confirm the appointments as listed in Ex-
hibit B attached hereto. 
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Following discussion, the motion received the affirmative vote of 
all trustees present.  The chairperson declared the motion carried 
and the resolution adopted. 
 
   The secretary to the board then read aloud the 
following resolution: 

 
Resolution of Appreciation 

 
 YR 2002-32 

 
WHEREAS, the Youngstown State University Department of 
Intercollegiate Athletics has had many outstanding per-
formances during the Fall 2001 athletic season; and  
 
WHEREAS, the YSU football team set a school record with 
11 student-athletes earning all-conference accolades, 
with tailback P.J. Mays selected as the Gateway 
Football Conference’s Offensive Player of the Year, and 
Mays, Pat Crummey, LeVar Green, Bruce Hightower and 
Jerald Burley earned first-team conference honors; and 
 
WHEREAS, offensive tackle Pat Crummey earned first-team 
All-American honors from the Sports Network, the AFCA 
and The Associated Press, while defensive back LeVar 
Green earned first-team All-American honors from the 
Sports Network and second-team accolades from the 
Associated Press; and 
 
WHEREAS, volleyball player Kristen Meech had a 4.0 
grade point average and is the first YSU student-
athlete to earn Verizon/CoSIDA Academic All-American 
honors, being chosen to the third team; and 
 
WHEREAS, football student-athletes Antulio Aroche and 
Mike Thomas were named Verizon/CoSIDA Academic first-
team all-district; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mike Thomas was a first-team Academic All-
Gateway Football Conference pick, joined by second-
team pick Antulio Aroche and Honorable-Mention selec-
tions Bob Sivik and Dave Tesniarz; and 
 
WHEREAS, football student-athlete LeVar Greene was one 
of sixteen players who was nominated for the Buck Bu-
chanan Award, honoring Division I-AA’s top defensive 
player; and 
 
WHEREAS, women’s cross country freshman Emily Schnit-
key earned the title as Horizon League Newcomer of the 
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Year and was a first-team all-conference member, while 
also being named the All-Ohio Freshman of the Year; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, many student-athletes had standout perform-
ances and were honored as players of the week, includ-
ing P.J. Mays as the Gateway Offensive Player of the 
Week three times; Bruce Hightower, LeVar Greene and 
Antulio Aroche earned defensive honors during the sea-
son; Andre Coleman and Jerald Burley earned Special 
Teams Player-of-the-Week honors; and offensive guard 
Nick Roberts earned league offensive lineman-of-the-
week.  Greene and Burley were named as a National 
Player of the Week during the season. YSU diver Brandi 
Goettsch was the Horizon League Athlete of the Week, 
and women’s basketball player Jen Perugini was named 
the Horizon League Player of the Week; and 
 
WHEREAS, the fans of Stambaugh Stadium ranked tenth in 
average attendance and third in total attendance out 
of 122 Division I-AA schools, and ahead of thirteen 
Division I schools, once again proving the Penguins 
have the best fans in the nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, student-athletes served in leadership posi-
tions as team captains, including Dave Tesniarz, Jeff 
Ryan, Bruce Hightower, Bob Sivik and LeVar Greene for 
football; Lauren Roseman and Jessica Tait for soccer; 
Kristen Meech, Melissa Lyczkowski and Rebecca Sylak 
for volleyball; Will Edwards, Tony Orcena, and Kurt 
Michaelis for men’s cross country; and Lindsay Frontz, 
Courtney Houck and Melissa Ruffner for women’s cross 
country; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Trustees at Youngstown State University congratulates 
the entire YSU Department of Intercollegiate Athletics 
under the direction of Executive Director Ron Strollo, 
and its student-athletes on their success; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that individual copies of this 
Resolution be presented to the Executive Director, his 
entire staff, and all YSU Fall 2001 student-athletes. 

 
Dr. Kohli moved the adoption of the resolution read by the secre-
tary to the board.  Mrs. Wilkes seconded the motion.  Following 
discussion, the motion received the affirmative vote of all 
trustees present.  The chairperson declared the motion carried and 
the resolution adopted. 
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  5. Executive Committee. 
 
   Mrs. Atkinson stated that the Executive Committee 
had no report or matters for consideration by the board. 
 
ITEM V - COMMUNICATIONS, MEMORIALS 
 
   There were no communications or memorials for 
consideration by the board. 
 
ITEM VI - UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
   The board considered no unfinished business. 
 
ITEM VII - NEW BUSINESS 
 
   The board considered no new business. 
 
ITEM VIII – TIME AND PLACE OF UPCOMING REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
 YR 2002-33 
 
   Upon motion made by Mrs. Wilkes, seconded by Mr. 
Nohra, which received the affirmative vote of all trustees pre-
sent, the trustees resolved to set the following dates and times 
for the next regular meetings of the board: 
 

3:00 p.m., on Friday, March 27, 2002 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 28, 2002 

 
ITEM IX - ADJOURNMENT 
 
   Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was 
duly adjourned by unanimous vote of the trustees at 3:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Chairperson 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
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