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Cénfucius said: Hear me, 0 Jim} Go west, go south,

and come back to see your old friends. God bless

you. A
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jf Bergar,
EULOGY FOR JAMES P. RONDA C 5~ ?ﬂe‘“‘**b “m'v,n s

’ Jim has spent two decades demonstrating that--contrgrty to our
persistent complaints--it is possible to carry a 36-hour teaching load,
classroom
%z with essays, thorough pPreéparation, and vigorou;‘presentation;
to read colleagues! manuscripts; and nevertheless to produce research

sufficient in quality and quen tity to escape the aforesaid 36-hour load.

It is possible if one is a hyperactive Calvinist who does not require sleep.

$ 2
It is customary on occasions of leave-taking, a%m'. going to a better
place." For once we have reasom to believe that it's true, a fgte both

predestined and earned by works.
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Jim:

We will all miss the excellence and excitement you brought to the classroom. For all

that you have done in upgrading library holdings, introducing our students to the wonders
of microforms, mentoring and maintaining high standards for future historians, thank you.
The university is much mistaken if it believes it can readily fill the void your departure

creates in teaching and scholarship. I envy you your freedom and wish you every success
at Tulsa.

Saul Friedman

| =
Fred Viehe$ Statement to Jim Ronda read/.s es /0//0’4’5 <

Your move from Youngstown to Tulsa seriously calls into question
your judgment as well as your national reputation. We all know that
the Steel Valley is filled with the likes of Jim Traficant, Joey
Naples and Organized Crinme. But is a move to Tulsa, the center of
the 0il Patch, reknown for Oral Roberts, Prayer Towers and Faith
Healers really what you call a "once-in-a-lifetime opportunity?" Is
this progress? Is this improvement? Remember, Jim, at Tulsa,
they're serious when they say "to pray for faculty improvement."

Now, Jim, we know you will do fine in Tulsa. But like all of
us, you probably have your down moments--writer's block and such.
Promise wus this, Jim: under no circumstances will you mutter the
words, "Lord, strike me down where I sit." Do not even think these
words. For in Tulsa, according to Oral Roberts, the Lord tends to

deliver.
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Jim and I share some disgustingly good habits: Each of us
listens to real American music--folk music that is. We both direct
and superintend two of the outstanding railroads in the country--they
are models of perfection. Any one with those habits can not be
all bad! I wish him well as the good citizens of Tulsa learn more

about, not only Lewis and Clark, but Woody Guthrie and the Santa Fe!

Chlokloy
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Tribute to a Departing Colleague!

Interesting hats,

clandestine chats.

High pitched voices in Engineering--
Frightened eyes from notebooks peering,
Scribbling notes about expeditions,
Jesuits,‘Clark and other renditions.
"Misteria" - Mysterious-—-

They all emerge quite serious,

Pondering questions of paleography,
While deciphering notes on historiography.
Friends drinking tea from dainty glasses
During conferences after classes.

All this will cease as you depart

And enrich Tulsa with Herodotus' Art.
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To Jim Ronda from Bill Jenkins

THANK YOU FOR BEING A SOURCE OF SUSTENANCE AND CONFIDENCE
BUILDING. WHAT I WISH FOR YOU IS CONTINUED SUCCESS AS A TEACHER,
COLLEAGUE AND SCHOLAR, AND AN INCREASED ABILITY TO SAVOR YOUR
MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS.
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Lowell has noticed that Jim has had trouble dealing with the
technology of the 20th century. Take, for example, the telephone.
For years, Jim hid his in a box, so embarrassed was he
of this instrument. Recently, the phone has emerged from the box.
Oé&iﬁé case of writing implements. Jim early on accepted the
pen, but that was as far as he would go. Finally, he accommodated
Ifgé hémself to the typewriter (which is more than Domonkos ever
did). The =hmzk&xx greatest shock, however, is that Jim is wew
ewman enterging the computer age with word processinge

I think, however, Jim is going to ¥ a place where he will
feel more comfortable, where he can indeed &gane his cowboy

hat and get rid of his car--rumor has it that he has already

#f¥ purchased a horse.

Lowell offers some friendly advice to Jim--it won't do any
good, because it has been offered before and Jim is too devoted
to the Protestant Work Ethic:

Advie: 1) walk to your office when the phone rings.

2) be late for class at least once a term,

3) do something totally unplanned.
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