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ABSTRACT 

S ISTER DEMOCRATS : 

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE EARLY CHARTIST MOVEMENT, 1838-1848 

JUNE SAURICKI LADD 

Master o f  A r t s  

Youngstown Sta te  Un ivers i ty ,  1983 

Chartism was a  mass p o l i t i c a l  movement undertaken by working- 

c lass  men and women i n  Great B r i t a i n  i n  the  middle of t he  n ine teenth  

century. The campaign and the name given t o  a  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  Char t i s t ,  

i s  der ived from the  "People's Charter," a  r a d i c a l  program which con- 

s i s t e d  o f  s i x  po in ts ,  t he  c h i e f  o f  which was un iversa l  manhood suf f rage.  

I n  recent  years a  number o f  h i s t o r i a n s  have presented new s tud ies  on 

d i f f e r e n t  aspects o f  t he  C h a r t i s t  movement. This t hes i s  con t r i bu tes  t o  

the  growing number o f  thematic works on Chartism by examining the  r o l e  

o f  female members. 

Since t h i s  study i s  an attempt t o  assess the  na ture  o f  femin ine 

involvement, i t  begins w i t h  an examination o f  the  treatment g iven t o  t h i s  

sub jec t  i n  e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  This  review revea ls  the  

s p a r s i t y  of in fo rmat ion  concerning women and t h e i r  organizat ions , thus 

demonstrating t h e  need f o r  t h i s  thes is .  

Two c e n t r a l  quest ions under l i e  the  several chapters which c o n s t i -  

t u t e  the  main body o f  t h i s  paper: What were the  a c t i v i t i e s  and asp i ra-  

t i o n s  o f  female Char t i s t s?  Did Chartism f o s t e r  t he  emergence o f  

working-class feminism? 

The extent, scale, and nature o f  feminine participation was 



l a r g e l y  in f luenced by reg iona l  considerat ions. The areas o f  t h e  

West R id ing  o f  Yorkshire, the East and West Midlands and South Lanca- 

s h i r e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a re  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  Chapters 11, 111, and I V .  The 

f i r s t  sec t i on  concerns t h e  coherent t r a d i t i o n  o f  r a d i c a l  ism among 

women p r i o r  t o  the  advent of the  C h a r t i s t  movement. This  f a c t o r  con- 

t r i b u t e d  t o  the  r a p i d  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  widespread feminine support f o r  

Chartism i n  the  no r th  and the midlands i n  the i n i t i a l  phase o f  t he  

campaign, 1838-1839, which i s  the focus o f  Chapter 111. The cont inued 

involvement of female Char t i s t s  i n  c e r t a i n  1 ocal i t i e s  i n  these regions 

du r ing  the  per iods o f  r e l a t i v e  dormancy and o f  stormy upsurges i n  the  

1840s i s  discussed i n  Chapter I V .  

The sub jec t  o f  female r a d i c a l s  i n  London i n  1838-1848,is t r e a t e d  

i n  a separate u n i t  because the  character  o f  metropol i t a n  a c t i v i t y  was 

so d i s t i n c t .  The reason f o r  t h e  apathy o f  London females i n  1838- 

1839, i s  po in ted  ou t  and spec ia l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  given t o  two women, 

Susannah Inge and Mary Ann Walker, who d e f i e d  convent ional standards o f  

behavior i n  the  se rv i ce  o f  the  C h a r t i s t  cause. 

This  work closes w i t h  a re-emphasis o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  

feminine involvement i n  Chartism. A comparison o f  t he  a t t i t u d e s  and 

asp i ra t i ons  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  and met ropo l i tan  females i s  a l so  o f f e r e d  i n  

an attempt t o  determine whether o r  n o t  t he  goals o f  female Char t i s t s  

were " fem in i s t i c . "  
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PREFACE 

This study was suggested by a former graduate student, Michael 

Adams. While examining the Northern - Star to  develop his own thes is ,  

"Conservative Aspects of the Chartist Press," he was impressed by the 

considerable coverage given in the - Star to  the ac t iv i t ies  of female 

Chartists and proposed the topic of the "image of women" i n  Chartism for 

a future paper. My in teres t  i n  Victorian society and women's history 

led me t o  a bibliographical essay by S.  Barbara Kanner in Suffer and Be 

S t i l l .  She posed the problem of whether the Chartist movement fostered 

the birth of worki ng-cl ass feminism. 

During the course of my research, I encountered a collection of 

source readings on Victorican feminism, -- Free and Ennobled, i n  which the 

"emergence of feminism" was linked to  the Chartist movement. Since 

S. Barbara Kanner and the editors of that  book, Carol Bauer and Lawerence 

R i t t ,  deal t  only with primary sources concerning changes in the social 

and pol i t ical  s ta tus  of English women, I was influenced to likewise 

l imit  the scope of my study. To avoid generalizing beyond the experience 

of English female Chartists,  I chose to  exclude material about Scottish 

and We1 sh women. 

My interpretations of the role of working-class women in Chart- 

ism are largely based on information provided in the Northern - Star. I t  

furnished continuous coverage of the movement from 1837 t o  1852 and 

numerous reports on the local ac t iv i t ies  of female radicals. There are,  

however, limitations and l i a b i l i t i e s  i n  u t i l iz ing the Northern - Star as a 

primary source of information. In the early 1840s the a1 ternate forms of 



Chartism proposed by William Lovett and Henry Vincent were b i t te r ly  

denounced i n  the - Star by i t s  owner, Feargus OIConnor. In consequence 

of 0' Connor's hos t i l i ty  towards these rival campaigns , there i s  re1 a- 

t ive ly  l i t t l e  news about the National Association founded by Lovett and 

the Chartist temperance societies proposed by Henry Vincent. T h u s  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine the extent of feminine involvement in these two 

enterprises . 
The fac t  that the f ie ry  anti-Poor Law campaign and the overt appeal 

of Thomas Clutton Sal t  both fueled the in i t i a l  emergence of feminine 

participation in Northern England influenced my decision to  e n t i t l e  

Chapter 111, "Kindling the Fire." The t i t l e  of Chapter IV, "Keepers of 

the Flame," aptly summarizes the e f for t s  t o  revi ta l ize  Chartism in 1840 

and also the e f for t s  of a few female associations to sustain Chartist 

ac t iv i t i e s  into the mid-1840s. Since the feminine radicalism in the 

metropolis was of an inconstant and f i t fu l  nature, Chapter V i s  called 

"The Fl i cker in London. 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

I n  the  mid-nineteenth century the  B r i t i s h  l abo r ing  c lass  f e l t  

beleagured by a hos t  o f  problems and bedevi led by a seemingly unsympa- 

t h e t i c ,  if n o t  repressive,  government. The i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  had 

wrought many economic and soc ia l  changes i n  t he  l i v e s  o f  workers, t o  which 

they responded i n  var ious ways. P o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  was one o f  t he  avenues 

taken by laborers  who sought some con t ro l  over wage ra tes  and the  pace of 

mechanSzation. I n  t he  campaign f o r  extension of suf f rage,  1830-1832, 

working-class a g i t a t o r s  j o ined  forces w i t h  middle-class rad i ca l s .  The 

Par1 iamentary Reform B i l l  o f  1832, of which much was expected, was a com- 

promise measure which excluded workers from the  conservat ive extension o f  

t he  f ranchise.  

Economic d i s t ress ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  years o f  cyc l  i c a l  depres- 

s ion  and unemployment between 1837 and 1843, compounded the  l abo r ing  

c l a s s ' s  f e e l i n g  o f  p o l i t i c a l  f r us t ra t i on .  Handloom weavers, framework 

k n i t t e r s ,  and o ther  craftsmen were being replaced i n  an i nc reas ing l y  

mechanized system o f  product ion. Faced w i t h  decl i ning income and growing 

dependency upon pa r i sh  re1  i e f ,  c r a f t  laborers  were among the  many poor who 

were outraged over t he  passage o f  the Poor Law Amendment Act  o f  1834. 

Under t h i s  Benthamite system o f  r e l i e f  no assis tance was given able-  

bodied paupers except i n  g r im workhouses. Working-class res is tance t o  

the  harsh new poor laws was widespread and b e l l i g e r e n t ,  bu t  r e l a t i v e l y  

i n e f f e c t i v e .  Without the  r i g h t  t o  vote, the  lower c lass  cou ld  b r i n g  

l i t t l e  d i r e c t ,  p o l i t i c a l  pressure t o  bear upon the  Whig government. 



With a growing sense o f  c lass consciousness, a numerous and 

a r t i c u l a t e  segment o f  the  B r i t i s h  l abo r ing  c lass  asp i red  t o  en te r  the  

p o l i t i c a l  mainstream and thereby t o  gain some con t ro l  over the  laws and 

p o l i c i e s  a f f e c t i n g  working-class i n s t i t u t i o n s  and fami l y  1 i f e .  P o l i t i c a l  

a g i t a t i o n  resurged among working men and women and l e d  t o  the r i s e  o f  an 

independent, po l  i t i c a l  movement w i t h  i t s  own program and organizat ion.  

The p r o t e s t  was c a l l e d  Chartism a f t e r  i t s  r a d i c a l  program, the "People's 

Charter," which demanded s i x  po in ts :  un iversa l  manhood suf f rage,  equal 

e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  t he  secre t  b a l l o t ,  annual ly  e lec ted  Par1 iament, 

removal o f  p roper ty  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  membership i n  t he  House o f  Com- 

mons, and t h e  payment o f  Members o f  Parl iament. 

Workers reasoned t h a t  the  establ ishment of a p o l i t i c a l  democracy 

and the  r a d i c a l  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  Parl iament would lead t o  the  reform of the  

Poor Law and prov ide  a panacea f o r  a wide spectrum o f  problems. There- 

fore ,  m i l  1  ions  o f  lower c lass  people were a t t r a c t e d  t o  the  C h a r t i s t  

banner, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t imes o f  great  economic d is t ress .  This popular  

campaign spanned a twenty year  period, which covered roughly those years 

between the  enactment of the  New Poor Law and the  outbreak o f  the Crimean 

War. Despite i t s  immediate f a i l u r e ,  t h e  C h a r t i s t  movement was a p o l i t i c a l  

phenomenon o f  l a s t i n g  s ign i f i cance.  Several Charter p o i n t s  were eventual l y  

embodied i n  t he  B r i t i s h  cons t i t u t i on .  I n  terms o f  wor ld  h i s t o r y  Chartism 

has t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  of being the  f i r s t  mass p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  undertaken 

by working-class men and women. 

The uniqueness, t he  magnitude, and the  m u l t i f a r i o u s  character  o f  

Chartism makes i t  a f a s c i n a t i n g  area o f  study. Yet as one h i s t o r i a n  l a -  

mented i n  1973, "Despite the  sudden relevance o f  mass movements, c i v i l  

disobedience, popular riots, and forms of counterculture, the Chartist 



movement remains one of the few sporadically plowed areas in the gener- 

ally well-tilled field of British history,"' Ten years later this assess- 

ment remains valid. Although a number of local and thematic studies of 

Chartism have appeared in recent years, there still are many topics which 

remain unexplored or which have received inadequate treatment by scholars. 

Falling in the latter category is the surprising lack of discussion about 

a certain element of the Chartist movement-working-class women. Although 

the participation of these "sister democrats ," (as George Jul ian Harney 

called them), is documented in the radical literature, the subject has 

excited little attention among scholars. 

To extend an understanding of Chartism, this thesis will examine 

the role of working-class women in the Chartist movement. An attempt 

will be made to determine the degree and character of feminine partici- 

pation by raising several questions: What activities did female Chartists 

undertake? Were women given (or did they assume) any positions of lead- 

ership within local and national organizations? Did local or regional 

differences help to define or 1 imit the nature of the role of the working- 

class women in Chartism? When were females predominantly visible in the 

early Charti st movement? 

A major emphasis in this thesis will be analysis of the goals of 

female Chartists. The purpose here is twofold. The first is to dis- 

cover whether or not the aims of female Chartists were "feministic." In 

a bibliographical essay which catalogued sources pertinent to the study 

of the social status of English women in the nineteenth century, 

S. Barbara Kanner suggests that female Chartists were proto-feminists. 

Kanner lists several Chartist sources, such as the English Chartist 

'~enry Weisser, "The Local History of Chartism4 Bi bl iographi- 
cal Essay," - The British Monitor I11 (Winter 1973): 18. 



C i r c u l a r  and W i l l  iam L o v e t t ' s  autobiography. She th inks  t h a t  these 

sources " p o i n t  i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  undertaken before the  mid- 

century i n  beha l f  o f  and on the  p a r t  o f  Eng l ish  women which aimed a t  

feminine independence, g rea ter  sexual equal i t y  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

po l  i t i c a l  programs." She concluded: "There may be value i n  reapprais-  

i n g  Eng l ish  ' feminism' as an i n t e l l e c t u a l  and soc ia l  phenomenon t h a t  

crossed over c lass  1 ines. "* This i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Chartism as the  

breeding ground f o r  the "emergence o f  feminism" i s  a l so  found i n  -- Free and 

Ennobled: Source Readings -- i n  the Development - o f  V i c t o r i a n  Feminism, ed- 

i t e d  by Carol Bauer and Lawrence R i t t .  Inc luded i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  an 

e x t r a c t  from the  Eng l ish  C h a r t i s t  ~ i r c u l a r . ~  Are these authors c o r r e c t  i n  

regarding female Char t i s t s  as e a r l y  f em in i s t s  o r  a re  t h e i r  analyses actu-  

a l l y  misconstruct ions based upon an inadequate understanding o f  the  pos i-  

t i o n  o f  women w i t h i n  t h e  contex t  of t h e  whole movement? The second ob- 

j e c t  i s  t o  no te  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  arguments brought f o r t h  by both sexes t o  

j u s t i f y  t he  involvement o f  the  " f a i r  sex" i n  p u b l i c  matters. 

Since C h a r t i s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and w r i t e r s  perceived t h e i r  movement 

as one stage o f  t he  cont inua l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  b a t t l e  f o r  human r i g h t s  and 

happiness, i t  would be o f  value t o  ask what t h e i r  v iewpoint  was concern- 

i n g  the  r i g h t s  of women. Were there  male Char t i s t s  who thought t h a t  

un iversa l  su f f rage should inc lude females? Who were the  male leaders who 

encouraged women t o  become po l  i t i c a l  l y  ac t i ve?  What were t h e  a t t i t u d e s  

of i n f l u e n t i a l  Char t i s ts ,  l i k e  Feargus O'Connor, W i l l i am Lovet t ,  and 

*s. Barbara Kanner, "The Women o f  England i n  a Century Socia l  
Change, 181 5-1 91 4, Suf fer  and Be S t i  1 1, ed. , Martha V inc i  nus (Blooming- 
ton: Indiana U n i v e r s i t y  P G S , ~ ~  p. 176. 

3 
Carol Bauer and Lawrence R i t t .  eds.. Free and Ennobled: Source 



and Henry Vincent, towards female Char t i s t s?  

Since t h i s  study w i  11 attempt t o  reassess the  p a r t  played by 

women i n  the  C h a r t i s t  movement, i t  i s  useful t o  rev iew t h e  e x i s t i n g  h i s -  

t o r i c a l  1 i t e r a t u r e  concerning t h i s  t op i c .  An embi t tered p a r t i c i p a n t ,  

R. G. Gamrnage wrote the  f i r s t  general n a r r a t i v e  o f  the  movement, H i s t o r y  

o f  t he  C h a r t i s t  Movement: 1837-1854. Gammage can be c r e d i t e d  w i t h  es- -- 
t a b l i s h i n g  two t rends concerning women i n  the  h is to r iography o f  Chartism, 

which have surv ived over a century. F i r s t ,  as Edmund and Ruth Frow noted, 

l i k e  o ther  chapters i n  the  h i s t o r y  o f  the  i n d u s t r i a l  s t ruggle,  Chartism 

i s  " chron ic led  . . . i n  terms o f  men and t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  and a c t i v i t i e s .  

Women i f  mentioned a t  a l l ,  a re  g iven a passing reference and t h e i r  r o l e  

i s  re legated t o  t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  or,  a t  best, support ing."4 Gammage, 

f o r  example, inc luded and confirmed the  test imony o f  f a m i l i a l  s u f f e r i n g  

o f  a Preston handloom weaver, Richard Marsden, who appeared before f e l -  

low delegates a t  t he  Convention of 1839. Marsden's shocking r e v e l a t i o n  

t h a t  h i s  suck l i ng  i n f a n t  drew blood r a t h e r  than m i l k  from the  breasts 

of h i s  s t a r v i n g  mother, prompted Gammage t o  ask the  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  readers: 

I s  t he re  any wonder t h a t  her husband, n a t u r a l l y  a humane 
man, should be anxious t o  r e s o r t  t o  any and every means, 
t o  p u t  an end t o  a system conduced t o  such h o r r i b l e  re-  
s u l t s ?  The greater  wonder i s ,  t h a t  any man cou ld  be eye 
witness t o  such soc ia l  a t r o c i t i e s  w i thou t  being stung by 
them t o  u t t e r  madness."5 

Apparent ly Gammage thought t h a t  women were l e s s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  the  motiva-  

t i n g  forces o f  hunger and misery. The second t r a d i t i o n  es tab l ished by him 

concerns h i s  magn i f i ca t i on  of a t r i v i a l  i ncen t i ve  f o r  female Char t i s t s  

4~dmund and Ruth Frow, "Women i n  the  Ear l y  Radical and Labour 
Movement ," Marxism Today, no. 12 (Apr i  1 1968), p. 105. 

- 
5 R. G. Gammage, H i s t o r y  -- o f  the  C h a r t i s t  Movement, 1837-1854 

(London: Truslove & Hanson, 1894; r e p r i n t  ed., New York: Auqustus M. 
Kel ley,  1969), p. 108. 



at the expense of a more significant one. In several passages, for in- 

stance, he stressed the idea that the patriotic fervor of females was 

aroused by their fascination with personal qua1 i ties of attractive young 

orators like Henry Vincent. According to Gammage: "With the fair sex 

[Vincent's] slight handsome figure, the merry twinkle of his eye, his 

incomparable mimicry, his passionate bursts of enthusiasm, the rich 

music of his voice, and, above all, his appeal for the elevation of 

woman, rendered him a universal favouri te, and the Democrats of both 

sexes regarded him as the young Demosthenes of English Democracy. 11 6 

Gammage's emphasis on Vincent's charisma rather than his call for a bet- 

ter social position for women, has led subsequent historians to overlook 

this more vita1 source of motivation for female Chartists. 

J. T. Ward noted that in the years fol lowing the demise of the 

movement, "British historians tended to write off Chartism as a prole- 

tarian failure, a temporary aberration from the Victorian saga of pro- 

gress through the operation of 1 iberal capital ism and self-help "7 In 

the early twentieth century young scholars offered a new interpretation 

of the movement. Both Mark Hovell's - The Chartist Movement and Julius 

West's A History of the Chartist Movement argue that Chartism was not a -- 
"lost cause." Their approach to the subject of female radicals, however, 

is hardly innovative. Hovel1 did not even acknowledge the existence of 

working-class agitators of the female gender. For West the issue of 

"woman's suffrage" within the context of the movement was merely one of 

the many divisive chords struck by various elements within Chartism in 

6~bid., p. 11. 

7 ~ . ~ .  Ward, Chartism (London: B. T. Bratsford Ltd., 1973), p. 7. 



t he  w i n t e r  o f  1840-1841. Concerning the  a s p i r a t i o n  o f  women, West wrote: 

"Members o f  t h e  var ious female p o l i t i c a l  associat ions seem t o  have gen- 

e r a l l y  contented themselves w i t h  g i v i n g  moral support t o  t h e i r  male 

r e l a t i v e s ,  and, i n  some cases, a s s i s t i n g  the  fami l ies  and dependents o f  

imprisoned ~ h a r t i s t s . " ~  The myth of the  passive, nu tu r i ng  female was 

again empl oyed. 

Over h a l f  a century was t o  pass before another scholar  would 

attempt a comprehensive study of t he  C h a r t i s t  movement. Chartism by 

J. T. Ward prov ides an exce l l en t  ana lys is  o f  t he  movement i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

o ther  p r o t e s t s  of t h e  mid-nineteenth century. Ward's aim t o  "re-examine 

Chartism as a whole," was n o t  achieved because he disregarded the  i n t e -  

g r a l  p a r t  played by women. Beyond h i s  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t he  aforementioned 

quote f rom Gammage a t t e s t i n g  t o  the  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  Vincent and a passing 

reference t o  W i l l  iam Love t t '  s wife, Ward i s  d i s t u r b i n g l y  s i l e n t  about 

female Char t i s ts .  

Although designed as a "pen p o t r a i t  o f  Chartism," David Jones's 

Char t i  sm -- and the  Char t i s t s  demonstrates a greater  awareness o f  female 

r a d i c a l s  than any prev ious work. An explanat ion f o r  t h i s  f a c t  can be 

found i n  the  Preface where Jones acknowledges the  help o f  Mrs. Dorothy 

Thompson and M r .  Reg Groves. Besides Edmund and Ruth Frow, Thompson 

and Groves are  the  on l y  w r i t e r s  who have d e a l t  w i t h  the  sub jec t  o f  

working-class women i n  Chartism. A1 though J o n s ' s  treatment of t he  r o l e  

o f  working-class women i s  n o t  extensive, i t  i s  accurate. He d i d  note 

t h a t  there  were a l a r g e  number o f  female organizat ions i n  the  e a r l y  

years o f  t he  C h a r t i s t  movement and t h a t  the  co-operat ion o f  women was 

8 ~ u l i u s  West, A His to ry  -- o f  the  C h a r t i s t  Movement (London: 
Constable & Company Lta.,  1920: r e p r i n t  ed., New York: Augustus M. 
Kel ley,  1968), pp. 156-157. 



e s p e c i a l l y  important  i n  t imes o f  economic d i s t ress .  

The a r t i c l e s  by Reg Groves and Edmund and Ruth Frow take the  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  the  modern l abo r  movement i s  a  d i r e c t  d e r i v a t i o n  from 

Chartistm. "Rebel Women I n  1840 And To-Day," by Groves was publ ished 

i n  a  London-based labo r  pe r iod i ca l ,  - The Worker, i n  1930. I n  t h i s  p iece  

Groves t r i e s  t o  prove t h a t  V i c t o r i a n  working women were confirmed m i l i -  

t a n t s  i n  t he  great  p r o t e s t  o f  t he  lower c lass.  Since he does n o t  

document h i s  a r t i c l e ,  h i s  argument i s  l ess  than persuasive. Groves, f o r  

example, expects h i s  readers t o  accept t ha t ,  "We f i n d  i n  1842 a  number o f  

[female cha r te r  associat ions]  passing reso lu t i ons  demanding t h e  vote f o r  

women, a  demand supported by many Char t i s t s   leader^."^ Where d i d  he f i n d  

such in fo rmat ion? This sentence i s  t he  on ly  ma te r i a l  i n  h i s  work which 

cannot be subs tant ia ted  by an examination o f  the  C h a r t i s t  press. 10 

Not ing t h a t  female Char t i s t s  were n o t  g i ve  an "equal p a r t  w i t h  men i n  

the  c lass  struggle,"  Groves concludes the  a r t i c l e  w i t h  the  asse r t i on  

t h a t  i n  t he  l a b o r  movement of t he  1930s "women and men are  working s ide  

by s ide  i n  a1 1  phases o f  the  rev01 u t i ona ry  movement. I11 1  

I n  "Women i n  the  Ear l y  Radical and Labour Movement," which was 

publ ished i n  Marxism Today, Edmund and Ruth Frow chal lenged the  t r a d i t i o n a l  

9 ~ e g  Groves, "Rebel Women i n  1840 and To-Day ," - The Worker (London), 
7 November 1930, p. 7. 

1 0 ~ r o v e s ' s  t h ree  quotat ions from C h a r t i s t  papers can be found i n  
the  Northern Star. For example, a  dec la ra t i on  o f  t he  Birmingham Woman's 
Pol i t i c a l  U n i o n h a t  they would "brave a1 1  danger and defy  a1 1  oppos i t ion  
f o r  t he  acquirement o f  women's t i t l e  t o  freedom," was publ ished i n  the  S ta r  
6 J u l y  1839, p. 8. His c la im  t h a t  i n  1842 many female p o l i t i c a l  assoc ia t ions  
demanded female suf f rage,  however, can n o t  be substant ia ted i n  t he  j ou rna l s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  me, t he  Northern Star,  C h a r t i s t  C i r c u l a r  (Glasgow), and the  
Eng l ish  C h a r t i s t  C i r cu la r .  

1 I Reg Groves, "Rebel Women," p. 7. 



n o t i o n  o f  women as "passive spectators o f  the  s t rugg les  which charac- 

t e r i s e d  the  e a r l y  years of t he  i n d u s t r i a l  revo lu t ion .  "IZ Beginning w i t h  

Mary Wol ls tonecro f t  and her  book, the  V ind i ca t i on  o f  the  Rights o f  Women, -- 

the Frows t r a c e  the  a c t i v e  involvement o f  women i n  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c s .  

Peter loo, the  Reform B i l l  of 1832, t he  f r e e  press ag i ta t i on ,  t rade unions, 

the  f a c t o r y  movement, Owenite soc ie t ies ,  and Chartism are  a l l  discussed 

i n  terms o f  women and t h e i r  concerns and cont r ibu t ions .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

a sho r t  account o f  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  females i n  these movements, the  

Frows presented character  sketches o f  prominent women. The names o f  

Mrs. January Sear1 e, Mary Ann Wal ker, and Helen MacFarl ane a re  mentioned 

i n  connect ion w i t h  Chartism. The i n c l u s i o n  of the  names o f  s p e c i f i c  

women represents a r a d i c a l  departure from a l l  prev ious studies. The 

authors conclude t h a t :  "There i s  no doubt t h a t  women o f  t he  f i r s t  i n -  

d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  played a p a r t  i n  the  soc ia l  movements which l e d  t o  

changes i n  t h e i r  cond i t ions  o f  work and i n  t h e i r  homes. Out o f  t h e i r  

experiences, t he  movement f o r  equal su f f rage  developed and reached 

f r u i t i o n . "  I n  t r u e  Marxian s p i r i t  the  Frows remind readers t h a t  modern 

women w i l l  n o t  achieve e q u a l i t y  as a seperate sex, bu t  must f i g h t  along 

w i t h  men i n  the  p r o l e t a r i a n  s t rugg le  against  a c a p i t a l i s t i c  society .  13 

The most thorough research on the  sub jec t  o f  female Char t i s t s  t o  

date was c a r r i e d  ou t  by Dorothy Thompson. I n  her essay, "Women and 

Nineteenth-Century Radical P o l i t i c s :  A Los t  Dimension," Thompson i n t e r -  

p r e t s  the  C h a r t i s t  movement as a cu lminat ing  p o i n t  o f  f i f t y  years o f  

working-class a g i t a t i o n  and argues t h a t  women were h i g h l y  a c t i v e  

"~dmund and Ruth Frow, "Women," p. 105. 



i n  p o l i t i c a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  p ro tes ts .  Her examination o f  t he  r o l e  of 

female C h a r t i s t s  brought t o  l i g h t  evidence t h a t  had never been u t i l i z e d  by 

o ther  scholars w r i t i n g  i n  the  Engl ish language. While Thompson d i d  much 

t o  expand our knowledge o f  working-class women, she cou ld  no t  cover a l l  

aspects w i t h i n  the  conf ines o f  an a r t i c l e .  

The s p a r s i t y  o f  secondary sources deal i n g  s p e c i f i c a l  l y  w i t h  the  

members o f  female p o l i t i c a l  associat ions and char te r  unions, suggests t h a t  

t he re  i s  a d e f i n i t e  need f o r  f u r t h e r  study. This study w i l l  he lp  f i l l  the  

gap which e x i s t s  i n  C h a r t i s t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t he  area o f  t he  

asp i ra t i ons  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  these working-class female ag i ta to rs .  

Regrettably, there  are  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  t h i s  research. The i n v i s i -  

b i l i t y  of lower c lass  women has of ten plagued the  scholar.  While n o t  a l l  

female C h a r t i s t s  a re  i n a r t i c u l a t e ,  faceless s p i r i t s  t o  the  modern h i s t o r i a n ,  

they are  somewhat e lus ive.  Except f o r  the emergence o f  a handful o f  women, 

l i k e  Susannah Inge, Mary Ann Walker, and a Mrs. Lapsworth, t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

these women have l e f t  l i t t l e  behind except t h e i r  names on p o l i t i c a l  ad- 

dresses, subsc r ip t i on  l i s t s ,  and the  land p lan  r o l l s .  A general p r o f i l e  

o f  female Chart is ts- their  age, sex, and occupation--may be impossible t o  

cons t ruc t .  Documents concerning such i n fo rma t i  on may n o t  have surv ived 

the  years. To date, t he re  has been no d iscovery o f  the  minute books kept  

by most l o c a l  cha r te r  associat ions.  

It i s  the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a l a r g e  number of C h a r t i s t  p e r i o d i c a l s  

t h a t  makes t h i s  study possib le.  Although o ther  pr imary documents, such as 

autobiographies, sermons, and pamphlets have been c a l l  ed i n t o  serv ice,  

much o f  t he  in fo rmat ion  o f f e r e d  i n  t h i s  research paper was gleaned from 

newspapers of the  mid-ni neteenth century. The Northern S ta r  stands ou t  

as the sing1 e, most important  disseminator o f  C h a r t i s t  news. Original ly 



based in Leeds, the Northern Star  serled t o  inform Chartists all over 

Great Britain concerning the events in various localities. Like the 

other journals, b u t  t o  a far greater degree, the Star helped t o  give 

unity t o  the movement, t o  publicize the speeches of leaders, t o  focus 

upon common problems of the working class, and t o  impart politicial 

instruction. Equally important for this thesis, this radical organ 

carried numerous reports of local activities, pub1 ished pol itical ad- 

dresses from associations and editorial letters, and supplied innumerable 

l i s t s  of subscriptions for a variety of causes. I t  is  probable t h a t  in 

no place other than the Northern Star can this type of data be found in 

such a substantial quantity. 

In order t o  facilitate the examination of the role of female 

Chartists and the issue of female suffrage, this study will look a t  these 

aspects within the context of the Chartist movement. The reasoning 

underlying such an approach i s  t h a t  the lives and actions of working- 

class women were affected more by class issues and institutions t h a n  by 

any notion of sexual oppression. To adop t  a feminist interpretation, 

that i s ,  of women as a group with distinct interests from men, in this 

case would be t o  obscure ni neteenth-century real i ty beneath twentieth- 

century biases. Rather than distort the self-perception of female 

Chartists by applying an anachronistic concept of sisterhood, an effort 

will be made t o  view these radical women as they saw themselves and t o  

le t  them voice their own concepts of feminism. 



CHAPTER I 1  

THE RADICAL TRADITION 

I n  the  years before t h e  advent of Chartism, working-class women 

were v i s i b l e  and aud ib le  i n  a wide range o f  i n d u s t r i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

organizat ions and campaigns. The feminine presence Ss especial  l y  e v i  - 
dent i n  t he  tempestuous decades a f t e r  Waterloo, when s o c i a l  and economic 

d i s t r e s s  was acute. Immediate pressures, such as the impact o f  machines, 

were pro tes ted  by both sexes. As a r e s u l t  o f  common experiences, work- 

i n g  women w i t h  t h e i r  brethren "came t o  f e e l  an i d e n t i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t s  as 

between themselves, and as against  t h e i r  r u l e r s  and employers. "I4 L i k e  

men, women had assumed a r a d i c a l  stance and a c lass  consciousness before 

the  C h a r t i s t  movement. The pre-existence o f  a coherent t r a d i t i o n  o f  

rad i ca l i sm among females of the lower c lass  can e a s i l y  be establ ished.  

The s ta tus  o f  females as workers was n o t  a p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l  

phenomenon. P r i o r  t o  the I n d u s t r i a l  Revol u t i  on, women were a1 ready em- 

p l  oyed i n  every economic sector--i ndustry  , commerce, and ag r i cu l t u re .  

I n d u s t r i a l  i z a t i o n ,  however, d i d  produce profound changes f o r  females 

employed i n  some bas ic  indus t r ies ,  such as the  manufacture o f  t e x t i l e s .  

It created a wide-scale oppor tun i ty  f o r  working women i n  a new envi ron-  

ment ou ts ide  t h e  home.15 Wi th in  the  f a c t o r y  system females as we l l  as 

males were subjected t o  the  demand f o r  a t r a c t a b l e  l abo r  force.  The 

14~. P. Thompson, The Makin o f  the  Eng l ish  Working Class 
(New York: Vintage Books, -9 1963 , p. 11.- 

1 5 ~ o r o t h y  Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth-Century Radical 
P o l i t i c s :  A Los t  Dimension," i n  J u l i e t  M i t c h e l l  and Ann Oakley, 
R i  h t s  and Wrongs o f  Women (Harmondsworth, England: Penguin Books Ltd. , 
.i!&?L p ~ -  112-113: - 



c a p i t a l i s t i c  a t t a c k  upon i r r e g u l a r ,  pre-mechanized work pa t te rns ,  soc ia l  

customs, and hab i t s  was leve led  against  a l l  m i l l  hands. That a sub- 

s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  women shared t h i s  experience can be a t t e s t e d  by the  

preponderence o f  females i n  B r i t i s h  m i l l s .  I n  1835, D r .  Andrew Ure 

noted i n  h i s  The Philosophy of Manufactures t h a t  o f  the  t o t a l  number of 

a d u l t  f a c t o r y  workers (over  18 years o f  age), there  were 102,812 females 

as opposed t o  88,859 males. l6 Thus, technological  advances, such as 

the  power loom, had a dual e f f e c t  upon the employment o f  women. F i r s t ,  

mechanization enabled mi 11 owners t o  use u n s k i l l e d  feminine o r  juven i  1 l e  

laborers  i n  p lace o f  a d u l t  male craftsmen. This  i n  turn,  r e s u l t e d  i n  a 

surp lus o f  men s k i l l e d  i n  outmoded techniques thrown i n t o  unemployment; 

there fore ,  many o f  t h e i r  wives and daughters were forced i n t o  the  f a c t o r y  

system t o  he lp  prov ide a f a m i l y  income. 

I n  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the  n ineteenth century "working-class r a d i -  

ca l  ism combined t r a d i t i o n a l  forms of ac t lon- inass  demonstrations, pro-  

cessions, open p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n v o l v i n g  whole fam i l i es  and whole 

communities, together  w i t h  e a r l y  versions o f  the more soph is t i ca ted  

organ iza t iona l  forms which were t o  be the p a t t e r n  o f  l a t e r  n ineteenth-  

century p o l i t i c s . " 1 7  Since women comprised a l a r g e  segment o f  the  labor-  

i n g  c lass,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  some o f  them p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the  var ious 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and movements ca lcu la ted  t o  p r o t e c t  o r  f o s t e r  the  i n t e r e s t s  

of laborers.  They combined w i t h  members o f  t h e i r  own sex o r  w i t h  working 

men, " t o  seek o r  avo id  changes i n  t h e i r  wages o r  working condi t ions,  t o  

16wanda Nef f ,  V i c t o r i a n  Working Women (London: Frank Gass and 
Company L imi ted,  1966), pp. 26-27. 

" ~ o r o t h y  Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth-Century Radical 
Politics," p. 113. 



e f f e c t  insurance aga ins t  unemployment and o ther  hazards, t o  b r i n g  pres- 

sure t o  bear upon Parl iament o r  increase t h e i r  representa t ion  the re  and 

f o r  a g reat  many o ther  reasons. 'I8 That lower c lass  women took p a r t  i n  

a number o f  campaigns and associat ions p r i o r  t o  the  beginning o f  t he  

C h a r t i s t  pe r iod  can e a s i l y  be demonstrated. 

Contemporary accounts of outbreaks o f  spontaneous, d i r e c t  a c t i o n  

which erupted i n  response t o  the d is t ressed s t a t e  o f  a trade, g r a i n  pr ices ,  

o r  o ther  s p e c i f i c  grievances, of ten obscured the  presence o f  women under 

generic l a b e l  s--people, spinners, and weavers.'' Upon occasion, p a r t i c u -  

l a r l y  when females i n i t i a t e d  and c a r r i e d  ou t  the  acts o f  d isorder ,  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  were recorded. I n  L e t t e r s  from England R. Southey r e l a t e d  

the  v i o l e n t  reac t i on  o f  Worcester female glovemakers who were thrown ou t  

o f  work when lea the r  gloves became unfashionable. 

[Whereas], men commonly compl a i  n[ed] and submi t [ t ed ]  ; t h e  wo- 
men] were more disposed t o  be mutinous. [ A t  Worcester] i t  
[became] dangerous [ f o r  genteel females] t o  appear i n  s i l k e n  
gloves i n  t he  s t ree ts .  For one l ady  who f o o l  i s h l y  o r  ignorant-  
l y  ventured t o  walk abroad [ t l h e r e  i n  t h i s  forb idden g ~ s h i o n ,  
i s  s a i d  t o  have been seized by the  women and whipped. 

Working-class associat ions known as f r i e n d l y  soc ie t i es ,  b e n e f i t  

soc ie t i es ,  o r  box c lubs st ressed s e l f - r e l  iance and s e l f - r e s t r a i n t .  Since 

these organizat ions sought t o  p rov ide  sickness and b u r i a l  funds from a 

c o l l e c t i v e  resource, membership and e l  i g i  b i l  i t y  f o r  payments were s t r i c t -  

l y  regulated. The Birmingham Society, f o r  example, excluded females over 

the  age of 40 from enrol lment  and refused bene f i t s  t o  any member s u f f e r -  

i n g  from " the  veneral disease o r  any o ther  disease contracted o r  

"E. H. Hunt, B r i t i s h  Labour H is to ry  1815-1914 ( A t l a n t i c  Highlands, 
N. J .  : Humanities Press, 1981), p. 191. 

''she1 i a  Lewenhak, Women --- and Trade Unions (New York: S t .  M a r t i n ' s  
Press, 1977), p .  12. 

2 0 ~ o r o t h y  Thompson, "Women and Radical Po l i t i cs , " ,  p. 117. 



occasioned by a  loose v i c ious  l i f e  . . . "21 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  f r i e n d-  

l y  soc ie t i es  exc lus i ve l y  f o r  women, there  were female lodges o f  many 

male associat ions,  such as the  Foresters, Druids, Gardeners, Rechabites, 

Oddfellows, and others." Benef i t  soc ie t i es  furn ished women of t h e  lower 

c lass w i t h  experience i n  founding and administer ing organi t a t i  ons. 

Fol lowing t h e  end of t h e  Napoleonic Wars, popular rad i ca l i sm 

was fanned by Wi l l i am Cobbett i n  h i s  P o l i t i c a l  Register  and by Henry Hunt 

i n  h i s  speeches. Both men a t t r i b u t e d  the  cu r ren t  hard times t o  govern- 

mental co r rup t ion  and asserted t h a t  p r e- i n d u s t r i a l  values cou ld  be re-  

s tored through democratic suffrage. I n  1818 and 1819, men and women of 

t he  l abo r ing  c lass  establ ished reform soc ie t ies ,  took p a r t  i n  mass demon- 

s t ra t i ons ,  and p e t i t i o n e d  Parl iament i n  favor o f  reform.23 Male ag i -  

t a t o r s  apparent ly  encouraged females t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  movement on a  

somewhat equal standing. The p r a c t i c e  o f  women v o t i n g  on reso lu t i ons  

a t  r a d i c a l  meetings was supposedly i n i t i a t e d  by a  Lancashire leader, 

Samuel Bamford, whose ins i s tence  upon the  p r o p r i e t y  o f  and the  r i g h t  o f  

females t o  vote met w i t h  unanimous approval. 24 

A t  a  meeting i n  Blackburn on 5 J u l y  1819, the  audience was we l l -  

disposed towards the  l o c a l  female reform society. When the  spokeswoman, 

A l i c e  Kitchen, presented the  hust ing  chairman, John Knight, w i t h  a  Cap 
. . 

o f  L i b e r t y  made o f  s c a r l e t  s i l k ,  the  crowd shouted not  only- "Liberty 

" ~ h e i l a  Lewenhak, --- Women and Trade Unions, pp. 18-22. 

22bJanda Neff, V i c t o r i a n  Working Women, p. 35. 

Z 3 ~ a v i d  Har r i s  Wil lson, A H i s t o r y  o f  England (New York: Hol t ,  
Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 19677, p. 623.- 

24~arnuel Bamford, Passages I n  The L i f e  Of A Radical, 6 t h  ed., 
ed i ted by W. H. Chal oner (London: F a n k c a s s a n d  Company Limited, 1967), 
p. 165. 



o r  Death," b u t  a l so  "God b less the  women!" The pervasive sense o f  

c lass  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  among women and men i s  f u r t h e r  demonstrated by 

the  address o f  the  Blackburn Female Reform Society :  

Having shared w i t h  you, our fathers, our husbands, our  b ro th-  
ers, our  r e l a t i v e s ,  and our fr iends, i n  the overwhelming 
misery o f  our country, . . . we come forward w i t h  avowed de- 
terminat ion ,  o f  i n s t i l l i n g  i n t o  the  minds o f  [our]  o f f s p r i n g  
a deep rooted abhorence o f  t ryanny . . . We cannot boast much 
o f  female courage, . . . bu t  we do assure, t h a t  had i t  n o t  
been fo r  t he  golden p r i z e  o f  re fo rm he1 d ou t  t o  us, we should 
l ong  ere  t h i s  have s a l l i e d  f o r t h  t o  demand our  r i g h t s  . 

' 25 t o  have obtained . . . food and raiment f o r  our ch i ld ren .  

Members o f  female po l  i t i c a l  unions were among the  throng o f  some 

60,000 persons gathered a t  S t .  Pe ter 's  F i e l d  on 16 August 1819 t o  hear 

the  speech o f  Henry Hunt. Female reformers from Oldham, Royton, and 

Manchester c a r r i e d  banners and escorted musical bands i n  the procession. 

When the  massive demonstration was bru tua l  l y  d is rup ted by a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

"wh i te  vested maids . . . were among those i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  sabred o r  

tramp1 ed . . . " by the  cava 1 r y  . 26 The "Peter loo Massacre" became a 

l a s t i n g  symbol o f  oppression. Ethel inda Wilson, f o r  example, chal lenged 

f e l l o w  female r a d i c a l s  t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  the  s t o r y  of Peter loo d i d  n o t  

"descend t o  p o s t e r i t y  unaccompanied by proofs  t h a t  [ it] operated . . . 
as a s t imu lus  t o  the  exer t ions  o f  the oppressed."27 

I n  the  campaign against  newspaper taxes du r ing  the  1820s and 1830s 

both sexes undertook the  r i s k  o f  p r i n t i n g  and hawking i l l e g a l  unstamped 

journa l  s. During Richard Carl  i 1 e '  s terms o f  impr i  sonment , h i s  London 

news shop and the  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  r a d i c a l  organ, - The Republican, were 

supervised f i r s t  by h i s  w i fe ,  Jane, and l a t e r  by h i s  s i s t e r ,  Mary Ann. 

2 5 ~ l a c k  -- Dwarf (London), 14 J u l y  181 9 (Westport, Connecticut: 
Greenwood Repr in t  Corporation, 1970), pp. 453-455. 

*%atnuel Bamford, Passages ------ I n  The L i f e  O f  A Radical, p. 207. 

2 7 ~ e p u b l  i can   ondo don) , 21 January 1820 (Westport, Connecticut: 
Greenwood Repr int  Corporat i  on, 1970), pp. 71 -7P. 



For t h e i r  " sed i t i ous"  behavior both women were conf ined t o  the  Dorchester 

Gaol. I n  a pub1 i c  address the  Female Republicans o f  Manchester expressed 

t h e i r  admirat ion of and sympathy fo r  t h e i r  " s i s t e r s  i n  the  cause of 

L ibe r t y . "  They a l so  forwarded a small sum o f  money t o  the  expectant Mrs. 

Carl  i l e ,  so t h a t  she cou ld  prov ide  some measure o f  comfort  f o r  t he  soon- 

to-  be-born i n f a n t .  28 

The C a r l i l e  f a m i l y  i s  one of the many examples o f  r a d i c a l  house- 

holds, where male and female r e l a t i v e s  co-operated t o  promote popular  

causes. Throughout t he  i n d u s t r i a l  regions the re  ex i s ted  a number o f  r a d i -  

c a l  f a m i l i e s  who prov ided a generat ional l i n k  i n  terms o f  r a d i c a l  t r a d i -  

t i o n ,  values, and f o l  k lore.  The in f luence o f  r e l a t i v e s ,  especia l  l y  the  

female ones, was noted i n  several o f  the  C h a r t i s t  memoirs w r i t t e n  i n  t he  

l a t e  n ine teenth  century. I n  1887, Benjamin Wilson, a H a l i f a x  Char t i s t ,  

r e c a l l e d  h i s  exposure t o  r a d i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and p rac t i ces  as a youth i n  

Sk i r coa t  Green. "The Women of t h i s  v i l l a g e  were n o t  f a r  behind the  men 

i n  t h e i r  l ove  o f  1 i b e r t y ,  f o r  I have heard my mother t e l l  o f  t h e i r  having 

regu la r  meetings and l ec tu res  a t  the  house o f  Thomas Washing, a shoemaker 

. . . and they too  went i n t o  mourning [ a t  the  t ime of Peter loo]  and marched 

i n  procession, Tommy's wi fe c a r r y i n g  a cap o f  1 i b e r t y  on the  top  of a 

pole. 11 29 

I n  t he  years between 1834 and 1838, there  was a continuous i n -  

volvement of working-class women throughout t he  wide spectrum o f  popular 

r a d i c a l  ism. Females were a c t i v e  i n  the  Ten Hour campaign, t he  Grand 

Nat ional  Consol i da ted  Trades' Union, and the  ant i-Poor Law movement. I n  

2 8 ~ b i d . ,  11 January 1822, pp. 589-592. 

29~enjamin Wilson, - The Struggles --- of an Old Chartist (Halifax, 
England: n. p., 1887), quoted i n  Dorothy Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth- 
Century Radical Po1 i t i c s  ," pp. 119-120. 



t h e  nor thern manufacturing d i s t r i c t s  where res is tance t o  the  rev ised 

system o f  r e l i e f  was widespread, there  was a r e v i v a l  o f  female associa- 

t ions .  A t  E l land i n  West Rid ing the  women he ld  p u b l i c  discussions on 

the  New Poor Law. For her a t tack  upon the  bad arrangement o f  soc ie ty  

and the  compet i t ion o f  machines w i t h  manual labor ,  E l izabeth  Hanson, a 

member o f  the  E l land Female Radical Society, was c r i t i z e d  i n  the  Globe. 

Hanson ab ly  r e f u t e d  her  c r i t i c ' s  c la im  t h a t  she was i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  

u n f i t  t o  master the  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  po l  i t i c a l  economy. 30 

When the  "People's Charter"  was c i r c u l a t e d  throughout Great 

B r i t a i n  i n  1838, i t  gained a s t rong f o l l o w i n g  i n  the  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  

such as t h e  West R id ing  o f  Yorkshire and South Lancashire. I n  these 

areas there  was a p re- ex is t i ng  t r a d i t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i o n  among men and women. The mushrooming o f  female p o l i t i c a l  unions 

i n  the  e a r l y  C h a r t i s t  movement can be p a r t i a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  economic 

d i s t r e s s  and the  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  a coherent t r a d i t i o n  o f  rad i ca l i sm 

among females. 

3 0 ~ o r t h e r n  --- Star and Leeds General Advert iser ,  21 A p r i l  1838, 
(London: B r i t i s h  Museum M i c r o f i l m  Service, 197?), p. 7. 



CHAPTER THREE 

KINDLING THE FIRE, 1838-1839 

I n  most C h a r t i s t  strongholds, such as t h e  West R id ing  o f  York- 

sh i re ,  South Lancashire, and t h e  East and West Midlands, B r i t i s h  working- 

c lass  women were v i s i b l e  and a c t i v e  members o f  female o rgan iza t ions  i n  

t he  peak per iods  of Chartism, 1838-1839 and 1841 -1 842. Feminine i nvo l ve-  

ment i s  a l s o  d iscernab le  i n  t he  C h a r t i s t  Land Scheme, 1845-1848. The 

p a r t  females p layed i n  t he  C h a r t i s t  r e v i v a l  o f  1848 i s  n o t  r e a d i l y  appar- 

e n t  beyond t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one female assoc ia t ion  was mentioned i n  t he  

Nor thern S ta r  on 29 A p r i l  1848. With t he  except ion o f  sec t ions  o f  

Northumberland and Durham County, feminine r a d i c a l i s m  outs ide  these cen- 

t e r s  was gene ra l l y  sporadic, if e x i s t e n t  a t  a l l .  3  1 

The na ture  and ex ten t  o f  t he  r o l e  o f  working-class women was 

l a r g e l y  shaped by 1 ocal t r a d i t i o n ,  economic and soc ia l  cond i t ions ,  l o c a l  

leadersh ip  o r  t he  impact of C h a r t i s t  "missionaries."  I n  t he  Northern 

t e x t i l e  d i s t r i c t s ,  f o r  example, t he re  was a h i s t o r y  o f  working-class 

r a d i c a l  ism on t h e  p a r t  o f  both sexes. During the  ant i-Poor  Law a g i t a t i o n  

a number o f  female r a d i c a l  assoc ia t ions  were rev i ved  o r  establ ished.  

3 1 ~ n o t h e r  cen ter  o f  Char t i  s t  a c t i v i t y ,  London, w i  11 be discussed 
i n  Chapter Five. The st rongholds o f  Wales and Scot land 1 i e  ou ts ide  the  
bounds o f  t h i s  study. For some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  S c o t t i s h  women 
i n  Chart ism see Alex Wilson, The C h a r t i s t  Movement fi Scotland (Manchester 
U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1970); N o r t E n  Star,  29 June 1839, p. 7; 16 November 
1839, p. 3; 7  November 1840, p. 1. Passing reference t o  Welsh female 
C h a r t i s t s  appeavs i n  David Wil l iams, John Fros t :  A Study i n  Chart ism 
Cardi f f :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wales Press, 1 9 3 9 n e e  71 so ~ o r f i e r n  Star ,  
28 December 1839, p. 5; 15 May 1841, p. 8. 



When Chartism became the dominant veh i c le  of r a d i c a l  expression i n  1839, 

many women came t o  support i t  as a  na tura l  extension o f  p re- ex i s t i ng  

pro tes ts .  But a  more important  source of s t imulus t o  the  founding of 

female associat ions c a m  from male Char t i s t s  1  i ke Thomas C lu t ton  Sa l t ,  

who o v e r t l y  urged women t o  become po l  i t i c a l  1  y i nvol ved. 

The b i t t e r  i n d u s t r i a l  experience, a  deepening t rade depression 

i n  1837, and the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  the  new Poor Law unions and comrnission- 

e rs  i n t o  Northern England fue led  the  ant i- Poor Law campaign l e d  by Joseph 

Rayner Stephens and the  f a c t o r y  re form movement o f  Richard Oast ler .  Due 

t o  the  care fu l  maneuvering of an I r i s h  r a d i c a l ,  Feargus O'Connor, t he  

beginning of Chartism was c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  these pro tes ts .  By associ-  

a t i n g  himself  w i t h  these reform movements, O'Connor sought t o  increase 

h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  and p o l i t i c a l  i n f l uence  i n  South Lancashire and i n  t he  

West R id ing  of Yorkshire. During 1837 and 1838, he mounted the  p la t fo rm 

a t  var ious meetings w i t h  Oast le r  and Stephens t o  denounce the  e v i l  e f -  

f e c t s  o f  the  Benthamite system of r e l i e f  and o f  the  f a c t o r y  system. 

Fol lowing the  emergence o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  campaign i n  May 1838, which 

was founded upon the  "People's Charter"  o f  the  London Working Man's 

Associat ion and the  p e t i t i o n  pu t  forward by the  Birmingham P o l i t i c a l  

Union, O'Connor began t o  pursue a  new t a c t i c .  He sought t o  conver t  t h e  

mammoth f o l l o w i n g  o f  Oast le r  and Stephens t o  the  a l t e r n a t e  s o l u t i o n  o f  

Chartism by arguing t h a t  un iversa l  su f f rage was a  comprehensive panacea 

fo r  a1 1  soc ia l  and economic i l l s .  P o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  f o r  a d u l t  males 

would supposedly enable the  working c lass t o  repeal oppressive c lass  

l e g i s l a t i o n  and t o  a l t e r  economic re la t i onsh ips .  

Although Feargus O'Connor never a c t i v e l y  o r  openly encouraged 

women t o  enter the political arena, h i s  strategy drew females and female 



assoc ia t ions  i n t o  the  C h a r t i s t  movement. Women 1  i ke Mary Grassby o f  

El land, who organized several female p u b l i c  meetings t o  condemn the  Poor 

Law and f a c t o r y  system i n  the  e a r l y  months o f  1838, came t o  accept 

0' Connor's agrument. Thus, i n  J u l y  1839, Mrs. Grassby cou ld  be found 

l e c t u r i n g  t o  the  H u l l  Female P a t r i o t i c  Society  on the  e f f e c t s  of the  

Poor Law o f  1834, t he  s u f f e r i n g  of fac tory  c h i l d r e n  i n  El land, and on 

the  need f o r  women of H u l l  t o  "do t h e i r  duty"  by endorsing the  Charter and 

the Nat ional  Convention. 3  2  

The f i r s t  open appeal t o  females t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  C h a r t i s t  

movement came from a  counc i l  member of t he  Birmingham P o l i t i c a l  Union, 

Thomas C lu t ton  Sa l t ,  a  lamp maker who owned a  small business. I n  1837, 

t h e  BPU, which had p layed a  lead ing  r o l e  i n  t he  p o l i t i c a l  Reform move- 

ment of 1830-1832, was revived. Under the  guidance of Thomas Attwood, 

a  Member o f  Parl iament f o r  Birmingham, the  BPU advocated currency re form 

and Par l  iamentary re form by the  means o f  peaceful and l aw fu l  a g i t a t i o n  

through a  nat ionwide p e t i t i o n .  Since the Birmingham document embodied 

h i s t o r i c  r a d i c a l  demands, such as un iversa l  suf f rage,  shor t- term Par l  i a -  

ments, and t h e  secre t  b a l l o t ,  i t  was poss ib le  f o r  the  men of Birmingham 

t o  secure a  tenuous a1 1  iance w i t h  reformers fnom London, Glasgow, 

Manchester, and Leeds. For example, the way t o  co-operat ion between t h e  

London Working Man's Associat ion and the Birmingham Pol i t i c a l  Union was 

paved by the  BPU's adopt ion of the  LWMA's "People's Charter." I n  the  

sp r ing  o f  1838 the  Birmingham organ iza t ion  a l so  took the  i n i t i a t i v e  of 

dev i s ing  s t ra teg ies  t o  compel Parl iament t o  accept the  " s i x  po in t s "  

" ~ o r t h e r n  S ta r  and Leeds General Adver t iser ,  13 J u l y  1839 
(London : B r i t i s h  ~ K u m M i c m m  service=. 5. 



and o f  i n s t i t u t i n g  a na t i ona l  p e t i t i o n ,  a delegate conference, and 

the  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a " nat iona l  ren t .  1 1  33 

As a counc i l  member T. C. S a l t  had proposed a p lan  f o r  t he  

working c lass  t o  e x e r t  pressure on the government by abs ta in ing  from the  

consumption o f  taxable goods, such as tea. Although h i s  p r o j e c t  never 

received o f f i c i a l  b less ing  from the  BPU, S a l t  s e t  about implementing 

h i s  scheme. He convened a l a r g e  p u b l i c  meeting of ch ie f  purchasers of 

tea  and o ther  taxab le  goods--women. According t o  Sa l t ,  "a more 

b e a u t i f u l  and moving s i g h t  was never seen," than when an est imated 

12,000 females assembled i n  a ren ted  h a l l  on 2 A p r i l  1838. There the  

women " resolved r e l i g i o u s l y  . . . t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h i l d r e n  should 

n o t  be trampled upon as they had been" and pledged t h e i r  support t o  t he  

BPU. I n  a l e t t e r  t o  M r .  Ebeneter E l l i o t  o f  Shef f ie ld,  S a l t  boasted: 

"I alone of Birmingham reformers dared t o  convene o r  a t tend it." Since 

S a l t '  s pub1 i c meeting of females was a " tr iumphant experience,'' he 

announced h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  c a l l  s i m i l a r  meetings " throughout England" 

and t o  have a separate p e t i t i o n  "signed by m i l  1 ions o f  women. " Concern- 

i n g  h i s  advocacy of feminine involvement S a l t  said: "I be l i eve  ( I  might  

say I know,) t h a t  h i t h e r t o ,  the  women have thought so l i t t l e  on p o l i t i c s ,  

and being so u t t e r l y  ignorant  o f  the  connect ion o f  our system w i t h  t h e i r  

pover ty  and degradation, t h a t  they have e i t h e r  no t  i n te r fe red ,  o r  per-  

suaded t h e i r  husbands from meddling w i t h  p o l i t i c s  as a t h i n g  o f  no pro-  

fit." Perhaps h i s  warning t h a t  "We cannot a f f o r d  t h e i r  n e u t r a l i t y  o r  

h o s t i l i t y ;  they must be our en thus ias t i c  f r i ends"  was d i r e c t e d  a t  h i s  

3 3 ~ h e  expense o f  lodg ing  p r o v i n c i a l  delegates a t  London f o r  t he  
Convention was t o  be undertaken by cons t i tuents  o f  the e l e c t i n g  l o c a l -  
i t i e s .  This  subsc r ip t i on  was c a l l e d  " nat iona l  ren t .  " 



f e l  low counci l  members and ~ t t w o o d .  34 Despite t h e  outpouring of  c r i  tism 

and r e luc t ance  of his co l leagues  t o  give t h e i r  approval of h i s  boycot t  

scheme, S a l t  cont inued t o  urge women t o  "meddle i n  p o l i t i c s . "  

In co- operat ion w i t h  t h e  London Working Man's Associat ion and 

t h e  lead ing  reformers  of Glasgow, a na t iona l  campaign i n  f avo r  of  t h e  

Char te r  was launched on Glasgow Green on 21 May. The g r e a t  demonstration 

a t  Glasgow was t o  be t h e  f i r s t  i n  a s e r i e s  of meetings on a grand s c a l e  

t o  be held i n  Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool,  and t h e  West Riding 

during t h e  summer of 1838. The g r e a t  Birmingham r a l l y  was s e t  f o r  6 

August on t h e  waste grounds of Holloway Head. When the r e s u l t s  of e f f o r t s  

t o  expand t h e  p o l i t i c i a l  union 's  membership and t o  a rouse  the surround- 

ing  l o c a l i t i e s  f e l l  below expec t a t i ons ,  t h e  BPU extended i t s  search  f o r  

suppor t e r s  t o  new f i e l d s .  Five days before  the demonstration T. Clut ton 

S a l t  c a l l e d  a second pub l i c  meeting of Birmingham women t o  encourage 

t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  the r a l l y .  His suggest ion t h a t  they form t h e i r  

own p o l i t i c a l  union was gree ted  with much enthusiasm. 3 5 

With t h e  suppor t  of  t h e  BPU membership, t h e  t r a d e s ,  and t h e  fe- 

males, t h e  muster a t  Holloway Head was cons iderab le  enough f o r  t h e  Northern 

S t a r  and t h e  Birmingham Journal t o  boast  a crowd o f  250,000 t o  300,000 - 
people and f o r  t h e  l oca l  conserva t ive  newspapers t o  concede an e s t ima t ion  

on 10,000 t o  20,000. 36 According t o  Henry Vincent, a young o r a t o r  i n  t h e  

s e r v i c e  of  t h e  London Working Man's Assoc ia t ion ,  " t h e r e  were f u l l  50,000 

women, a l l  n e a t l y  and c l e a n l y  a t t i r e d "  a t  the outdoor demonstration. 37 

3 4 ~ o r t h e r n  S t a r ,  5 May 1838, p. 3;  Carlos F l i ck ,  The Birmingham 
P o l i t i c a l  -amden, Connecticut:  Archon Books, 1 9 7 8 T p .  134. 

3 5 ~ a r l o s  F l i ck ,  Birmingham Pol i t i c a l  Union, p. 148. 

3 6 ~ b i d .  , p. 150. 

3 7 ~ o r o t h y  Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth-Century Pol i t i c s , "  
p. 124. 



Vincent was only the speaker t o  add~ress the fa i r  sex on that 

occasion. The Northern Star reported his .sentiments: 

Along with Salt,  Vincent was one of the f i r s t  exponents t o  rec- 

The women of England were with them. 
have the women with them? (Hear, hear. 
portant t o  the women themselves, that 
in the object they had in view; for under 
man became debased and degraded, while 
dom, she was treated as she deserved to 
being f i t  t o  give instruction and proper 
youthful mind.38 

ognize the potential contribution of  women in terms of boycotting of 

Was i t  n o t  important t o  
) And was i t  n o t  im- 

the men should succeed 
a despotism, a wo- 

under a system of free- 
be--as an intelligent 
direction to the 

goods, obtaining the projected goal of "mil~lions" of signatures on the 

petition, swell ing the rank and f i l e  t o  imdressive magnitude, and ex- 

erting influence upon male relatives. 1 
Less than two weeks after the ~irmiln~ham affair ,  Salt published 

detailed defense of, and argument for, femi~nine participation in public 

an address, ---- To The Women of Birmingham, in 

matters. He informed that: 1 

which he p u t  forth a more 

Sal t ' s  address provided the corner tone for the Birmingham s 

The dull in intel lect ,  the cold in 
enquire-why do women 1 eave their domestic 
wherefore are women made to meddle intc 

Let this be your reply:- 
The idle . . . have dragged the wife 

child from i t s  sport, t o  break down the 

Woman's Political Union, the f i r s t  female organization formed for the 

heart, will sneeringly 
occupations?- 

politics? 

from the home, the 
wages of the husband 

38~orthern Star, 18 August 1838, p 8. I 
39~orthern Star, 25 August 1838, p l  8. 

and father . . . They made laws t o  mak us poor, and made 
poor-laws to deprive us of re1 ief.  Th refore do the people 
gather and therefore do the women leave 
political meetings. 

The men of Birmingham have set  a nc 
country. The women of Birmingham shall 
unrivaled one.39 

their homes t o  attend 

ble example t o  the 
set a s t i l l  more 



purpose o f  advancing the  C h a r t i s t  cause. On 29 August, T. C lu t ton  S a l t  

and John Co l l  i ns ,  a BPU counc i l  member, spoke before a meeting of 1300 

women. It i s  ev ident  t h a t  S a l t ' s  l e a f l e t  had made some females aware 

t h a t  as members of t he  working c lass,  they shared the  same grievances 

as male r e l a t i v e s .  An un iden t i f i ed  woman came before the group t o  r e -  

veal how she had used S a l t ' s  1 i n e  o f  reasoning t o  defend her  pol  i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y  aga ins t  t he  " v i o l e n t  at tacks ' '  o f  some "Tory acquaintances. " 

"She would n o t  have . . . [become invo lved i n  p o l i t i c a l  concerns], had 

she n o t  su f fe red  by p o l i t i c s ;  and had she n o t  found tha t ,  by l eav ing  

po l  i t i c s  e n t i r e l y  t o  men, her cond i t ion ,  and t h a t  o f  her  neighbours, was 

g e t t i n g  worse." Fol lowing t h i s  testimony, a committee o f  women was 

formed t o  oversee t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  S a l t ' s  address, and arrangements 

were made f o r  another meeting. By the  nex t  week, the BWPU had c o l l e c t e d  

k10 t o  donate f o r  t he  f i n a n c i a l  support o f  Birmingham delegates t o  the  

Nat ional  Convention. C o l l i n s  claimed t h a t  t h i s  was the  " f i r s t  money" t o  

be given as " nat iona l  ren t .  11 40 

S a l t ' s  successful  recru i tment  o f  women a t  Birmingham encouraged 

o thers  t o  appeal t o  females t o  take p a r t  i n  Chartism. A front-page an- 

nouncement o f  " A  Great Radical Demonstration," which was t o  take  p lace on 

Kersal Moor on 24 September contained a specia l  request o f  the  females: 

Women o f  Manchester and Surrounding D i s t r i c t s  !-Recoil ec t !  
t h a t  on your  exer t ions  depend the  success o f  t h i s  g lo r i ous  
en terpr ise .  You a re  c a l l e d  upon t o  exe r t  your  general i n -  
f l  uence i n  the  cause o f  Universal Freedom, f o r  on t h a t  depends 
the  happiness o f  you and your  f am i l i es .  R a l l y  round the  stand- 
a rd  o f  L i b e r t y  upon the  heights o f  Kersal Moor. 

4 0 ~ o r t h e r n  - Star, 1 September 1838, p. 6; 15 September 1838, p. 8; 
see a l s o  Carlos F l i c k ,  Birmingham P o l i t i c a l  Union, p. 193, note 2. S a l t ' s  
address, which appears i n  the  Northern Star, was a l so  p r i n t e d  i n  l e a f l e t  
form for distribution. This leaflet can be found in the Birminqham " 
Reference L ib ra ry .  



This appeal t o  womanhood, which was based on r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  domestic 

t ranqu i  1 i ty  , was ef fect ive.  A t  the  demonstrati on " the re  were many 

thousands o f  females assembled," who were exhorted by J. R. Stephens 

t o  j o i n  w i t h  males t o  prov ide " leverage . . . t o  move a l l  the monsters 

o f  oppression and opposi t ion.  11 41 

As the  year  1838'drew t o  a c lose the  ascendency of t he  B i r -  

mingham Pol i t i c a l  Union and i t s  p u r s u i t  o f  peaceful and l e g a l  modes of 

a g i t a t i o n  were gradua l ly  being ec l ipsed by Feargus O'Connor and o ther  

advocates o f  phys ica l  force. I n  an e f f o r t  t o  curb OIConnor's m i l i t a n t  

language, T. C. S a l t  entered i n t o  a p u b l i c  debate w i t h  the  Ir ishman on 

28 October. By i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  he never invoked anyth ing more than the  

l a t e n t  force behind p u b l i c  opinion, O'Connor won over the  women and men 

of Birmingham. As a r e s u l t  of the negat ive p u b l i c i t y  given the  i nc iden t ,  

S a l t ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  was g r e a t l y  tarnished. Even the  Nottingham Female 

P o l i t i c a l  Union, which had been formed under the d i r e c t i o n  and encourage- 

ment of Thomas Sa l t ,  passed a r e s o l u t i o n  condemning h i s  rash and aspers- 

i v  e a ssaul t on Feargus 0 '  Connor. 4 2 

The General Convention of the  Indus t r ious  Classes met i n  London 

on 4 February, 1839. The delegates had assembled t o  organize the  na t i ona l  

p e t i t i o n ,  t o  prepare f o r  i t s  p resenta t ion  t o  the House o f  Commons, and t o  

arrange f o r  t he  l a t e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  the "People's Charter." They a l so  

planned, i n  consequence o f  e i t h e r  the  p e t i t i o n  o r  the  Charter being re-  

jected,  t o  i n i t i a t e  the  use o f  one o r  more " u l t e r i o r  measures" t o  compel 

the  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  enact t h e i r  demands. When the ac tua l  number o f  

4 1 ~ o r t h e r n  Star,  22 September 1838, p. 1 ; 29 September 1838, p. 3. 

4 2 ~ a r l o s  F l i c k ,  Birmingham P o l i t i c a l  Union, pp.  160-166; Northern 
Star,  19 January 1839, p. 3. 



signatures and the  t o t a l  of the  "nat iona l  r e n t "  were calculated,  both 

were found t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lower than the  pro jec ted  goals. The 

Convention, which was supposedly c a l l e d  i n t o  ex is tence by the  over- 

whelming support o f  the  working class, had t o  face the  fac t  t h a t  f u r -  

t h e r  a g i t a t i o n  was necessary. The assembly decided t o  postpone the  

presenta t ion  of the  p e t i t i o n ,  t o  conduct a g i t a t i o n  i n  London, and t o  

send "miss ionar ies"  i n t o  the  provinces t o  ho ld  meetings and c o l l e c t  more 

s ignatures and money, 

Since the  Birmingham moral campaign was an obvious f a i l u r e ,  

Thomas C. S a l t  f e l t  compelled t o  withdraw from the Convention. On 18 

February he appeared before the  Birmingham Woman's P o l i t i c a l  Union t o  

express h i s  d e f e a t i s t  view and t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  withdraw1 from the  London 

Convention w i t h  personal reasons. As both the  Convention and the  B i r -  

m i  ngham Pol i ti c a l  Union came inc reas ing l y  under the  c o n t r o l  o f  "phsyical  

force" men, moderates 1 i ke S a l t  who expressed t i m i d i t y  o r  doubt were 

looked upon as t r a i t o r s .  The ex ten t  o f  S a l t ' s  fa1 1 from grace can be 

evidenced by the  scorn o f  former f r iends .  An announcement t h a t  Sa1 t 

would address the  nex t  meeting o f  the  BWPU was greeted w i t h  loud objec- 

t i o n s  from the  members. Mrs. Lapsworth, a founding member and the  as- 

s o c i a t i o n ' s  pres ident ,  was more disposed t o  be cha r i t ab le .  It was re-  

por ted  t h a t  she s a i d  t h a t  he "was a good, bu t  weak and t i m i d  man, . . . 
and s t i l l  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e i r  respect  and compassion." Thus, S a l t ' s  career  

as a C h a r t i s t  and an organizer  o f  r a d i c a l  females came t o  an i n e f f e c t u a l  

conclusion. 4 3 

4 3 ~ e e  Carlos F l i c k ,  Birmingham P o l i t i c a l  Union, pp. 168-174 f o r  
a d iscussion o f  S a l t ' s  r o l e  as a delegate; ~ o r t h e n a r ,  1 June 1839, 



I n  May t h e  "rump" Convention moved from London t o  Birmingham 

where l o c a l  back ing was s t ronger .  From t h e r e  i t  issued  t h e  "Mani festo"  

which asked f o l l o w e r s  t o  cons ider  e i g h t  forms o f  " u l  t e r i o r  measure ," such 

as t o  t r a d e  o n l y  w i t h  C h a r t i s t s  and t o  s t r i k e  f o r  a  "sacred month." On 

16 May i t  vo ted  t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  ad journ  u n t i l  1  Ju l y ,  so t h a t  de legates 

cou ld  m o b i l i z e  support  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l i t i e s  and p resen t  the  "Manifesto." 

The C h a r t i s t  movement i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  1838-1839 was d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  o rgan i za t i on  was p u r e l y  on a  l o c a l  l e v e l  and a g i t a t -  

i n g  bodies were u n i t e d  o n l y  through t h e  p e t i t i o n  campaign. The p o l i t i c a l  

and f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  o f  a l l  assoc ia t ions ,  male and female, t he re fo re ,  was 

a  v i t a l  concern. Thus, female p o l i t i c a l  unions and r a d i c a l  assoc ia t ions  

were g i ven  t h e  same o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p u b l i c i t y  as male s o c i e t i e s  i n  t he  

Nor thern - Star .  For purposes o f  propaganda i t  was a l s o  impo r tan t  t o  no te  

a1 1  l o c a l  a c t i v i t y  as a  demonstrat ion o f  t h e  widespread adherence t o  

C h a r t i s t  p r i n c i p l e s .  As a  r e s u l t  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  women were w ide l y  r e -  

po r ted  so t h a t  i t  poss ib l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  some o f  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  behind t h e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  females. 

The ex tens ive  coverage g iven  t h e  Birminham Woman's P o l i t i c a l  

Union i n  t he  Nor thern - Star  he lped t o  s t i m u l a t e  femin ine involvement i n  

o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  kingdom and l e d  t o  t h e  fo rmat ion  o f  o t h e r  women's 

o rgan iza t ions .  I n  t he  e a r l y  days o f  February t h e  - Star  c a r r i e d  t h e  ad- 

dresses o f  two new assoc ia t ions ,  t he  Female P o l i t i c a l  Union o f  Newcastle- 

upon-Tyne and t h e  Ashton Female P o l i t i c a l  Union. There was a  common 

th read  o f  gr ievances o f  work ing- c lass women which was expressed i n  bo th  

p ieces  and a l s o  a  b i t t e r n e s s ,  because t h e i r  r o l e  as w i f e  and mother was 

c o n s t a n t l y  be ing undermined by ou t s i de  in f luences .  The Northumberl and 



group best  a r t i c u l a t e s  t h i s  f e e l i n g  and t h e i r  reasons f o r  coming forward 

i n  favor  o f  Chartism: 

We have seen t h a t  because the  husband's earnings could n o t  sup- 
p o r t  h i s  family,  h i s  wi fe has been compel l e d  t o  leave her home 
neglected and, w i t h  her  i n f a n t  ch i ld ren ,  work a t  soul and body 
degrading t o i l  . . . For years we have s t rugg led  t o  mainta in 
our homes i n  comfort, such as our hear ts  t o l d  us should greet  
our husbands a f t e r  f a t i g u i n g  labor .  Year a f t e r  year  has passed 
away, and even now our wishes have no prospect o f  being r e a l -  
ised, our  husbands are  over wrought, our  fami l  i e s  i 11 - fed  and 
our  c h i l d r e n  uneducated-the f e a r  o f  want hangs over our head. 

Both female associat ions po in ted  t o  bad government and oppressive c lass  

l e g i s l a t i o n  as the  cause of t h e i r  poverty.  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  they expressed 

a deep hat red  o f  the  Poor Law. It was a law enacted t o  " t r e a t  pover ty  

as a crime, t o  deny misery consolat ion, t o  take from the unfor tunate 

t h e i r  freedom, t o  d r i v e  the  poor from t h e i r  homes and father land,  t o  

separate those whom God has j o i n e d  together,  and t e a r  the  c h i l d r e n  from 

t h e i r  parents [ s i c ]  care." These Northern women had accepted Feargus 

O'Connor's argument t h a t  amel io ra t ion  o f  t h e i r  g r im cond i t i on  could be 

obtained through the  enactment of the Charter as law. They urged t h e i r  

" s i s t e r s "  throughout Great B r i t a i n  t o  work f o r  the  Charter, t o  back the  

Convention, and t o  encourage and co-operate w i t h  male r e l a t i v e s  i n  

ob ta in ing  the  " s i x  po in ts .  " 

Even though these two groups of females shared many areas o f  

agreement, t he re  were some d i f fe rences o f  opinion. The Female P o l i t i c a l  

Union o f  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, f o r  example, was w i l l i n g  t o  " c a l l  upon a l l  

persons t o  assist them i n  t h i s  good work, . . . espec ia l l y  shopkeepers 

which [ s i c ]  t he  Reform B i l l  enfranchised." The a t t i t u d e  of the  women 

from Ashton-under-Lyne r e f l e c t s  the more be1 1 i ge ren t  tone o f  t he  Lan- 

cash i re  Char t i s t s  and t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  co-operat ion between the  1 abor- 

ing class and middle class. These females gave assurances "that they 

hated bloodshed and s t r i f e ,  t h a t  our souls r e v o l t  a t  the  bare idea of 



c i v i  1 war-- . . . [but cautioned] t h a t  [those] who would work us and 

s k i l l y  us t o  death, deserve no mercy a t  our hands; the  Scr ip tu res  say, 

' T i s  b e t t e r  t o  be s l a i n  by the sword than t o  d i e  w i t h  hunger'." The wo- 

men o f  Ashton a l so  pu t  f o r t h  the b e l i e f  t h a t  once un iversa l  su f f rage  

was obta ined v o t i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  f o r  females would fo l low.  This  was a 

r a r e  instance i n  which female Char t i s t s  ou ts ide  o f  London and i t s  metro 

p o l i t a n  i n f l uence  expressed a des i re  f o r ,  o r  an expectat ion o f ,  female 

suffrage. I n  general, females l i k e  those o f  Newcastle sa id  no th ing  on 

the  sub jec t  o r  e l s e  spoke i n  vague terms 1 i ke the r a d i c a l  women o f  

Rochdale, who were "determined p u b l i c l y  t o  show t h e  wor ld t h a t  they 

know t h e i r  r i g h t s  and w i l l  mainta in them." It would seem t h a t  women i n  

the  West R id ing  o f  Yorkshire, South Lancashire, and the  East and West 

Ill idlands were mot ivated more by the  optimism t h a t  Chartism could b r i n g  

about a b e t t e r  l i f e ,  than by the  promise o f  a share i n  p o l i t i c a l  power. 4 4 

During the  course o f  1839, a number o f  subscr ip t ions  were under- 

taken f o r  var ious causes, such as defense funds f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p r isoners  

and "nat iona l  ren t . "  I n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  females played an important  ro te .  

For example, most o f  t he  work o f  canvassing neighborhoods i n  Birmingham 

f e l l  upon the  female p o l i t i c a l  union. E l i zabeth  Pendleton and the  fe- 

males o f  t he  Pol l a r d - s t r e e t  Union were such energet ic  co l  l e c t o r s  t h a t  

the  Manchester counc i l  gave them a specia l  vote o f  thanks. When a de- 

fense fund was es tab l ished t o  de f ray  the  t r i a l  expenses o f  Joseph 

Rayner Stephens, women a l l  over Great B r i t a i n  responded t o  h i s  need. 

4 4 ~ o r t h e r n  Star, 9 February 1839, p. 6; 2 February 1839, p. 3; 
13 A p r i l  1839, p. 5 3 e e  a lso,  Porothy Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth- 
Century Radical P o l i t i c s , "  p. 123 and "Address o f  Female P o l i t i c a l  Union 
of Newcastl e-upon-Tyne t o  t h e i r  F e l l  ow Countrywomen, " i n  Dorothy Thompson, 
The Early Chartists (Columbia, South Carolina: University Press of South - 
Carolina, 1971),. 128-134. Ski1 l y  was a sour porr idge,  which was served 
a t  Poor Law Unions, thus i t  represented unpalatable food. 



The Female Radicals o f  Reform S t r e e t  i n  Bradford done ra i sed  over h l ,  

and pledged themselves t o  f i g h t  if he were imprisoned.45 L i k e  men, t he  

women u s u a l l y  ra i sed  small sums, y e t  every c o n t r i b u t i o n  was important.  

The t o t a l  " na t iona l  r e n t "  o f  h1,700 and the  almost h2,000 amassed f o r  

t he  Stephens Defense Fund was the  aggregate sum o f  the "mi te"  o f  

many. 4 6 

A f t e r  t he  Birmingham Convention was adjourned, delegates and 

l o c a l  leaders launched a summer campaign o f  demonstrations and meetings 

t o  marshal a more aggressive showing of support. The most extensive 

d r i v e  f o r  female membership was conducted i n  the  Northeast under the 

auspices o f  the  Durham County Charter Associat ion. The f i r s t  female 

p u b l i c  meeting i n  t h a t  county was he ld  i n  Sunderland and drew a crowd 

o f  several hundred women. There George Binns, who was, along w i t h  

young James Wil l iams, a dominant f i gu re  i n  Durham p o l i t i c s ,  l e c t u r e d  on 

"exc lus ive  dealing," i.e., t o  t rade  on l y  w i t h  o ther  C h a r t i s t  o r  w i t h  

those sympathetic t o  the  cause. James Batche lor 's  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  the  

females t o  form a C h a r t i s t  o rgan iza t ion  was r e a d i l y  p u t  i n t o  a c t i o n  by 

t h e  women. The Sunderland Female Charter Associat ion was es tab l ished 

and a committee o f  s i x  women was chosen t o  f u r t h e r  organize the  females 

o f  Sunderland. C h a r t i s t  "missionaries,"  James Wil l iams and Wi l l i am 

Redhead, were persona l ly  responsib le f o r  es tab l i sh ing  s imi  l a r  associa- 

t i o n s  i n  nearby Thornley, Quar r ing ton  Hi1 1 and Kel loc.  By the  l a t e  

4 5 ~ a r l o s  F l i c k ,  Birmingham P o l i t i c a l  Union, p. 166; Northern 
Star,  30 March 1839, p. 6; 6 A p r i l  1839, p. 4; 20 A p r i l  1839, p. 5; 
9  March 1839, p. 1. 

4 6 ~ .  T. Ward, Chartism, p. 114; J u l i u s  West, A H i s t o r y  o f  the  - -- 
C h a r t i s t  Movement, p .  127. 



summer two more neighbor ing l o c a l i t i e s  had female C h a r t i s t  soc ie t i es ,  

Da r l i ng ton  and Tewkesbury. 4 7 

O f  t he  e i g h t  u l t i m a t e  sanct ions proposed i n  t he  "Manifesto" 

exc lus i ve  dea l i ng  was t h e  one form o f  working-class pressure i n  which 

theco-operat ion o f  women was a dec i s i ve  f a c t o r .  The r e c e n t l y  enfran- 

chised shopkeepers and pub1 icans, whose places o f  business were 1 ocated 

w i t h i n  t h e  working-class d i s t r i c t ,  were vu lnerable t o  t h i s  t a c t i c .  The 

success o f  t h i s  s t ra tegy  i n  Bradford was a t t e s t e d  t o  by a smug n o t i c e  

i n  t h e  Northern S ta r  t h a t :  "Whig c lo thes-dealers i n  t h i s  town appear 

r a t h e r  chop- fal len."  Sometimes t h e  idea o f  exc lus ive  dea l i ng  was g iven 

a humorous t w i s t .  For example, George Harney, a member o f  t h e  East 

London Democratic Associat ion,  advised the  maidens o f  Newcastle t o  "have 

no o t h e r  sweethearts bu t  good Democrats, and soon the  young men would 

be uprar ious  Democrats. " Nonetheless, working-class women cou ld  b r i n g  

t o  bear considerable i n f l u e n c e  upon the  way middle- c lass businessmen 

voted a t  t he  open hus t ings  and on how much they con t r i bu ted  t o  C h a r t i s t s  

subscr ip t ions .  48 

Another form o f  " u l t e r i o r  measures," the  arming and d r i l l i n g  i n  

p repara t ion  o f  a  general s t r i  key proved t o  be a l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  t a c t i c .  

It brought about government repress ion and a growing number o f  a r r e s t s  

o f  C h a r t i s t s  throughout t h e  year  o f  1839. The menacing stance assumed 

by many l o c a l  C h a r t i s t  bodies i n  the  provinces, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t he  North, 

was repo r ted  t o  t he  Home Off ice by apprehensive magist rates and o the r  

4 7 ~ o r t h e r n  Star,  6  June 1839, p .  7; 29 June 1839, p. 6; 13 J u l y  
1839, p. 3; and 3 A G t  1839, p. 7. 

'%orthern - Star, 26 January 1839, p. 5; 22 June 1839, p. 3; see 
a lso,  Dorothy Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth-Century Radical  Pol i t i c s  ," 
pp. 126-127. 



concerned observers. James Par t ing ton  of West Houghton i n  Lancashire, 

fo r  example, had informed the  government t h a t  on Monday, 1 A p r i l :  "a 

g reat  number o f  men, women, boys, and g i r l s ,  armed w i t h  pikes, some w i t h  

swords, p i s t o l s ,  f i r e l o c k s  w i t h  f i xed  bayonets [had marched i n t o  the  

center  of town amidst a fanfare o f  music and a f l o u r i s h  o f ]  f i v e  very 

sp lend id  f lags ,  Caps o f  L ibe r t y ,  Death w i t h  Cross Bones, mounted upon 

poles."  The "motley group" gave a b r i e f  demonstration o f  s t rength  by 

d ischarging t h e i r  f i rearms and waving t h e i r  swords. I n  the  face of de- 

termined p o l i c e  res is tance C h a r t i s t  m i l i t a n c y  i n  many areas r a p i d l y  d i s -  

sipated. By the  summer the re  were signs o f  d imin ish ing  support f o r  v io-  

l e n t  measures, even o u t r i g h t  antagonism. The Female Charter Associat ion 

of Macclesf ie ld,  f o r  example, declared i n  favor o f  exc lus ive  deal ings 

and e f f e c t i v e l y  routed the  "physical  force" men who had met i n  f r o n t  o f  

Town Hal 1 t o  d r i  11. 4 9 

When the  Convention reassembled i n  London on 10 J u l y  t o  prepare 

f o r  Attwood's p resenta t ion  o f  the p e t i t i o n ,  i t  was faced w i t h  ser ious 

problems. The widespread a r r e s t s  o f  delegates and t h e i r  fo l lowers ,  nu- 

merous res ignat ions  , concern over the  upcoming t r i a l  s, and d i v i s i o n  over 

what " u l  t ima te  measures" t o  undertake g r e a t l y  weakened the  assembly' s  

p o s i t i o n .  The more m i l i t a n t  delegates immediately c a l l e d  f o r  a "sacred 

month" o f  s t r i k e s  t o  commence on 12 August. Despite the Convention's 

o f f i c i a l  condemnation o f  the general s t r i k e  and the  Northern S t a r ' s  

warning t h a t  i t  would " r u i n  a l l , "  several i nc iden ts  o f  v io lence erupted 

i n  t he  w i n t e r  o f  1839-1840. The - S t a r ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  was f u l f i l l e d  when 

4 9 ~ a v i d  Jones, Chartism and the  Char t i s t s  (New York: S t .  Mar- -- 
t i n ' s  Press, 1975), p. 156; Northern Star,  22 June 1839, p. 5. 



some 500 Chartists were arrested as a result of disturbances. 

With the rejection of the petition by Parliament on 12 July, 

the abortive attempts at revolutionary action in Newport, Wales and 

other places, and the incarceration of many Chartists, the movement 

lost momentum at the close of 1839 and entered into a two year period 

of relative quietude. Despite the loss of leadership which was keenly 

felt by the Birmingham Woman's Political Union and so many other local 

bodies, Chartism was maintained by a low level of activity. In 1838, 

an unidentified Birmingham female had expressed her hope that "women 

would perserve, now that they had begun." Although the Chartist move- 

ment had disintegrated considerably by the end of 1839, working-class 

females and males continued to support and participate in the smaller 

scale activities that characterized the year of 1840. When Chartism 

would be revived and expanded in new directions in the mid-1840s, women 

would remain an important element in the Chartist 

50~orthern Star, 1 1  November 1839, p. 3; 1 September 1838, p. 6. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

KEEPERS OF THE FLAME, 1840-1848 

I n  the  1840s the  Char t i s t s  were faced w i t h  the  monumental task  

o f  r e b u i l d i n g  the  shat tered movement. That Chartism was no t  "dead" was 

evidenced by a number o f  en terpr ises  undertaken by i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  com- 

muni t ies  t o  r e l i e v e  the  s u f f e r i n g  of imprisoned leaders and t h e i r  fami- 

l i e s .  During the  quiescent year of 1840, somber r e f l e c t i o n  on the 

causes of t he  movement's co l lapse i n  1839 replaced the  former, heady 

expectat ions o f  immediate success. Some ideas concerning the  reorgani-  

z a t i o n  o f  Chartism, such as those proposed by R. J. Richardson i n  h i s  

pamphlet, "The Rights of Woman," underscored the  necessi ty  o f  feminine 

involvement. Other schemes, such as the  Nat ional  Charter Associat ion, 

sought t o  p lace  p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n  by working-class men and women on a 

more secure foundat ion by developing a cen t ra l  o rgan iza t ion  t o  main ta in  

contac t  among l o c a l i t i e s .  Throughout most o f  the  1840s female Char t i s ts ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  areas of the  West Rid ing o f  Yorkshire and Lancashire, 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  endeavors which were designed t o  r e k i n d l e  

the  s p i r i t  and s t reng th  o f  Chartism. 

A f te r  the  a r r e s t  o f  C h a r t i s t  leaders i n  the  w in te r  o f  1839-1840, 

t he  movement entered i n t o  a pe r iod  o f  r e l a t i v e  dormancy. With the lead-  

i n g  f i g u r e s  imprisoned o r  emigrated, there  was no c e n t r a l  source of guid-  

ance t o  d i r e c t  l ocal associat ions.  D i s i l  1 usioned and f e a r f u l  of f u r t h e r  

pol  i c e  ac t ion ,  many rank and f i l e  members l o s t  confidence i n  Chartism. 

I n  J u l y  t he  Northern S ta r  repor ted Mrs. Lapsworth's boast t h a t  the  



Birmingham Woman's P o l i t i c a l  Union would "brave a l l  danger and defy  a l l  

opposi t ion."  F ive months l a t e r  she repo r ted l y  f e l t  compelled t o  open a 

meeting w i t h  a d isc la imer  o f  i n t e n t i o n  of any wrongdoing t o  "any p o l i c e -  

man, spy o r  1 i t e r a r y  p r o s t i t u t e "  who might  be present. A f t e r  November 

the  BWPU seems t o  have faded ou t  of existence. 51 Other female p o l i t i c a l  

unions and female r a d i c a l  associat ions,  such as the one i n  Hu l l ,  shared 

the  same fate. Although feminine support o f  the  C h a r t i s t  movement 

"never again a t t a i n e d  the  ex ten t  and dimensions i t  possessed i n 1839," 

i t was n o t  e x t i n c t .  5 2 

Throughout t he  sp r ing  o f  1840 the  movement was character ized by 

p r i v a t e  o r  communal a c t i o n  centered around re1  i e v i n g  the p l i g h t  o f  f e l -  

low Char t i s t s .  I n d i v i d u a l s  o r  l o c a l  C h a r t i s t  bodies launched p e t i t i o n s  

which urged the  re lease o f  the Welsh "martyrs," undertook c o l l e c t i o n  of 

money f o r  t he  defense o f  incarcerated Char t i s ts ,  and entered i n t o  sub- 

s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  t he  f i n a n c i a l  support o f  "Whig-made widows. " A memorial 

f rom the  Oldham l o c a l i t y  t o  Queen V i c t o r i a  on behalf of John Frost ,  

Zephaniah Wil l iams, and Wi l l i am Jones, the  leaders o f  the  Newport Rising, 

was signed by 7,534 females and 11,334 males. I n  Sunderland women were 

invo lved i n  several a c t i v i t i e s :  f i v e  females donated over 8s t o  the  

F ros t  Defense Fund; 3,000 women signed a l o c a l  p e t i t i o n  on beha l f  o f  

Frost;  a Mrs. Mumford and a Mrs. L i t t l e h i l l s  pub1 i c l y  endorsed Feargus 

O'Connor's p lan  t o  have the  wives o f  the Welsh leaders appear before t h e  

Queen t o  seek a roya l  pardon and they cont r ibu ted  over 4s t o  help de f ray  

the  expenses. Loca l ized a c t i v i t i e s  such as these provided a sense o f  

" ~ o r t h e r n  - Star, 6 J u l y  1839, p. 8; 9 November 1839, p. 3 
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continuity for Chartism and gave some Chartists the hope tha t  the move- 

ment could be revised to  i t s  former height. 
53 

As the winter of 1840 approached, Chartist enterprises became 

more frequent because the release of national and local leaders fur- 

nished a fresh focal point. Leaders l ike  Peter McDouall and John Collins 

quickly resumed the i r  roles as agitators by commencing an extensive tour 

of old Chartist strongholds. Anxious t o  demonstrate the i r  renewed 

s p i r i t ,  female Chartists took part in welcoming celebrations and social 

events. The Leeds Female Chartist Association, for example, resolved 

to  entertain McDouall and Collins a t  a tea party and ball and to  donate 

the proceeds to  Mrs. Mary Frost. A t  Manchester the grand procession 

included an escort of 8 maidens arrayed in white and deputations of fe- 

male radicals of Hulme and Manchester. As a token of esteem the Hulme 

women presented McDouall w i t h  a s i lk  scarf in the radical color, green. 

The Northern - Star reported that  he promised t o  wave i t  proudly before 

future audiences as evidence "that the women of Manchester were al ive 

to  the importance of the cause." When William Bryne and James Bald 

Owen were l iberated from Durham County Gaol, the females of Stockton- 

on-Tees met them a t  the t ra in  station. These local leaders were given 

green plaid s i l k  scarve embellished with the word "Liberty" in g i l t  

l e t t e r s .  This presenta ion was cited in the - Star as proof of "how rap- 

idly p l i  t i ca l  knowledge lwas progressing, even among females . I 1  The 

women's intention to  a r  ange a ball to  benefit Bryne and Owen was called I 
a 'praiseworthy exampl e j" which shoul d be fol l  owed by women everywhere. 54 

15 February 1840, p. 8; 14 December 1839, p.  1 ; 
March 1840, p .  8. 
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A former delegate t o  the  Convention f o r  Manchester and Salford, 

R. J. Richardson, f e l t  t h a t  the  f u t u r e  success o f  t he  C h a r t i s t  movement 

was l a r g e l y  dependent upon feminine involvement. While conf ined i n  Lan- 

cas te r  Cast le,  he had had much t ime f o r  somber r e f l e c t i o n  on the  causes 

o f  t he  co l lapse o f  C h a r t i s r r m i o l e n c e  and the  t h r e a t  o f  physical  force.  

Since woman was ordained by God t o  "temper man," she must help curb 

man's aggressive tendency. I n  the  autumn o f  1840, Richardson wrote 

"The Rights o f  Woman," a pamphlet aimed a t  encouraging greater  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y  among females. I t s  main purpose was t o  present an a f f i rma t i ve  

answer t o  the  quest ion: "Ought women t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  

o f  t h e i r  country?" He argued t h a t  females had a na tu ra l ,  c i v i l ,  and 

p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t  t o  become a c t i v e  i n  p u b l i c  matters, and t h a t  feminine 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was an imperat ive duty and God's w i l l .  He supported h i s  

reasoning by e labo ra t i ng  upon the r o l e  o f  women as the  pr imary soc ia l  - 
i z e r s  o f  c h i l d r e n  and as i n d u s t r i a l  workers, who g r e a t l y  con t r i bu ted  

t o  t h e  weal th o f  t he  country. 5 5 

Besides h i s  lengthy defense o f  h i s  viewpoint,  Richardson em- 

ployed o ther  s t ra teg ies  which were ca l cu la ted  t o  embolden women. The 

f i r s t  was the  ded ica t ion  o f  h i s  work t o  Miss Mary Ann Moon "as a mark 

o f  esteem f o r  t he  serv ices she has rendered t o  the  cause o f  un iversa l  

l i b e r t y . "  Since she was a moving s p i r i t  i n  t he  Perth Female Radical 

Associat ion, he appealed t o  her t o  "go on f e a r l e s s l y  advocat ing the  

r i g h t  o f  woman t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  the a f f a i r s  o f  s ta te"  and t o  disseminate 

5 5 ~ .  J. Richardson, "The Rights o f  Woman," (Edinburgh: John 
Duncan, 1840), pp. 1-23. See also, " Ex t rac t  from 'The Rights o f  Woman' 
by R. J. Richardson" i n  Dorothy Thompson, - The Ear l y  Char t i s ts ,  pp. 115- 
127; Dorothy Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth- Century Radical P o l i t i c s  ," 
pp. 131-132. 



his argument to other females. He also added an extra incentive for 

women-the idea that unmarried females and widows over the age of twenty 

should be enfranchised. For Richardson, limited female suffrage was a 

logical extension of natural justice and therefore, might come to pass 

sometime in the future. Like most Chartists of Northern England, his 

position on the issue was rather vague. Elizabeth Pease, a writer of 

the time, noted this ambiguity: "The Chartists generally hold the doc- 

trine of equality of woman's rights--but I am not sure whether they do 

not consider that when she marries, she merges her political rights in 

those of her husband." Although a prominent Chartist like Richardson 

might urge women to play a more equal and co-operative role in working- 

class politics, they did not recommend that female suffrage become a 

formal part of the Chartist program. 5 6 

A laudatory review of "The Rights of Woman" appeared in the 

Northern Star in January, 1841. The editors "sincerely hoped that this 

unpretending 1 i ttl e pamphlet [woul dl find its wqy into every cottage, 

middle class residence, and palace in the 1and.j It is not surprising 

that the Star commended Richardson's work at this time, since the pam- 
I 

phlet's focus on pure, political action by wome* made it a valuable 

source of propaganda for an 0' Connorite organiz tion, the National a 
Charter Association. His persuasive argument could act as a foil to the 

rival Chartisms-"Knowledge Chartism, Teetotal 1 Chartism, Christian 
I 

Chartism," which re1 ied heavily upon feminine participation to carry 

56~. J. Richardson, "The Rights of Wo an," pp. 2, 22-23; 
Dorothy Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth-Century Radical Politics," p. 
131. See Northern - Star, 6 June 1839, p. 7 for n address from Miss Moon 
to Mr. Richardson and others. 



ou t  t h e i r  o b j e c t s  of  s o c i a l  and moral regenera t ion .  57 

The National Charter  Associat ion sought t o  overcome t h e  d i s -  

s i p a t i o n  of C h a r t i s t  ene rg i e s  by e s t a b l  i sh ing  organiza t iona l  1 inks  

throughout Great B r i t a i n  i n  o rde r  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  harness and d i r e c t  

support .  Conceived i n  J u l y ,  1840, t h e  NCA found i t  i n i t i a l  acceptance 

t o  be slow. Only 80 loca l  branches had been e s t a b l i s h e d  by February, 

1841. Judging from t h e  Northern S t a r ' s  r e p o r t s ,  only one of t h e s e  was 

was a women's organization- the Female National Charter  Associat ion of 

Oldham. As t h e  yea r  progressed,  however, t h e  NCA a t t r a c t e d  more f o l -  

lowers. A s i g n  o f  i t s  growing appeal and g r e a t e r  e f f i c a c y  was t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t s  p e t i t i o n  on behalf  of John F ros t ,  which was presented by T. S. 

Duncornbe i n  May, 1841, had over  two mil l  ion s igna tu re s .  This t o t a l  f a r  

exceeded t h a t  of t h e  National P e t i t i o n  of  1839. An ind i ca t ion  of  t h e  

l eve l  of  feminine involvement i n  t h e  N C A ' s  p e t i t i o n  campaign was pro- 

vided by records  published i n  t h e  Northern S t a r .  A few l o c a l i t i e s  f u r -  

nished s e p a r a t e  t a l l  ies of  female s igna tu re s .  These were a s  fol lows:  

Oldham with 2,441, Norwich with4,212, Darlington with 166, Nor tha l le r ton  

with 153, and Bradford with 5,526. 58 

The economic depression which set i n  during t h e  l a t t e r  ha l f  of 

1841 and t h e  dynamism of  Feargus O'Connor both worked toward inc reas ing  

adheren ts  t o  the ranks of t h e  National Char te r  Associat ion i n  1841-1842. 

0 '  Connor's impending r e l e a s e  from York Cas t l e  d i d  much t o  a rouse  t h e  

1 a t e n t  v i t a l  i t y  o f  Chart i  sm. Throughout t h e  country C h a r t i s t s  hastened 

t o  make arrangements f o r  welcoming demonstrat ions on a grand sca l e .  In 

5 7 ~ o r t h e r n  - S t a r ,  30 January 1841, p. 3. 

5 8 ~ o r t h e r n  - Star, 5 May 1841, p. 8; 15 May 1841, p. 1. 



July the female Chartists of Halifax, for example, entered into a sub- 

scription t o  raise money for a new parade banner. A more ambitious 

project of this nature was undertaken by the Manchester Female Political 

Union. Having purchased a canvas 8' by 7 '  , they intended t o  commission 

a life-size portrait of 0' Connor, who was t o  be dressed in fustain and 

was t o  be holding the People's Charter in his hand. In  the background 

there was t o  be York Castle, a massive crowd, and the figure of "Henry 

H u n t ,  the departed coming through the clouds" t o  speak t o  0' Connor. 5 9 

As the date of O'Connor's release approached, the activity of 

women was also directed t o  a more serious form of agitation-publishing 

pol i tical addresses. Less than two weeks before the momentous occasion, 

the female Chartists of Bradford and Manchester both  issued appeals t o  

other women t o  join the Chartist cause. Members of the Female Chartist 

Committee of Bradford directed their remarks t o  local women, the "wives 

and daughters of the oppressed operatives," whose trade was in a state 

of decline. These females were t o l d  t h a t  they had the power t o  overcome 

their poverty, if  they would b u t  use i t !  The Manchester association 

addressed a wider audience, a1 1 their "sisters . . . in the cause of 

democracy," who were informed: 

If ever there was a time when i t  was our duty t o  shake off our 
lethargy, and engage in a grand struggle for liberty, surely 
i t  i s  now . . . Suffering humanity cries for your assistance 
a t  this most impcrtant crisis,  t o  endeavour t o  a1 leviate the 
miseries which every where abound amongst the industrious, yet 
straving mill ions . . . Up, then brave women of England . . . 
and join us in the cry for the Charter, which will protect 
labour, and secure plenty, comfort, and happiness for a1 1 ! 
Give us your support in paying due respect t o  our champions who 
are about  t o  be released from their dungeons, and lead us on 
t o  victory, namely 0' Connor, 0'  Brien, and Benbow. 

59~orthern Star, 10 July 1841, p. 1 ;  24 Ju ly  1841, p. 1 .  - 



I n  the t ime o f  acute economic d is t ress and heady days o f  expectat ion 

before the "Lion o f  the North" was uncaged, the argument t h a t  universal 

suf f rage was a comprehensive panacea s t i l l  possessed great a t t r a c t i o n  

f o r  working women. 6 0 

The ser ies o f  special demonstrations on behalf o f  O'Connor began 

a t  York on the day he was freed, 30 August. Among the throng o f  wel l-  

wishers was a special body o f  50 delegates from various par ts  o f  the 

country. The presence o f  two female delegates, Mrs. El izabeth E l l i s  and 

Mrs. El izabeth Sumper o f  Bradford, was perhaps the most t e l l  i ng  evidence 

o f  feminine support o f  O'Connor and h i s  brand o f  Chartism. Their  names 

appear upon an address which was unanimously endorsed by the represent- 

a t i  ves. It advised working-class people o f  Great B r i t a i n  and I r e1  and: 

We should be neglect fu l  o f  our duty t o  you i f  we d i d  not  rouse 
you t o  redouble exert ions as the storm o f  despotism gathered 
over our heads; we have a Charter which i s  the panacea f o r  our 
wrongs, we have leaders who have been t r i e d  and were not  found 
wanting, we have t a l e n t  and character, and enthusiasm, . . . 
surely we ought not  t o  stop i n  the glor ious contest when we 
are w i t h i n  a length o f  the winning post . . . Uphold the Exec- 
u t i v e  [o f  the National Charter Association] and you w i l l  f i l l  
the barren wastes o f  the nat ional  mind w i th  the seeds o f  gold- 
en harvest of freedom and peace. 

I n  the celebrat ions held i n  honor o f  Feargus O'Connor wherever he went 

on h i s  triumphant tou r  through the kingdom, women continued t o  f i g u r e  

prominently. For example, females from Bromsgrove, Reddi t h y  Darl aton, 

and Wolverampton marched i n  the grand procession and women from Birming- 

ham brought up the rear  w i th  a long l i n e  o f  carriages, when O'Connor 

a r r i ved  a t  Birmingham. I n  Bradford we was the honoree a t  an elaborate 

6 0 ~ o r t h e r n  Star, 21 August 1841, p 8; 31 Ju ly  1841, P. 8. - - 



tea  p a r t y  sponsored by the  female Char t i s t s  o f  Manchester-road. 
61 

However, as f a r  as women o f  Northern England and the  Midlands 

are  concerned, O1Connor's i n i t i a l  e f f o r t s  t o  r e c r u i t  steady adherents 

t o  the  Nat ional  Charter Associat ion met w i t h  l i m i t e d  r e s u l t s .  By Nov- 

ember on l y  t he  working women of Dar l ing ton  had resolved t o  form a female 

branch o f  t he  NCA and t o  " v i e  w i t h  the men" i n  the  task  o f  p rocur ing  

s ignatures f o r  t he  second Nat ional  P e t i t i o n .  The year 1842 proved t o  

be more f r u i t f u l ,  s ince  female sect ions were es tab l ished i n  f i v e  o ther  

l o c a l  i ties---Upper Honley and Small thorn, Bradford, Shef f  i e l d ,  Rochdale, 

and Belper. A1 though few i n  number, these organizat ions aggressively  

sought t o  b r i n g  o the r  members o f  t he  " f a i r  sex" i n t o  the  mainstream of 

Chartism. For example, Sarah Pr ice,  the Chairwoman o f  the  branch a t  

Upper Honley and Smallthorn, issued an address t h a t  urged " f e l l o w-  

country women . . . t o  un i te ,  un i te ,  and by one determined e f f o r t ,  abol-  

i s h  c lass  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and . . . on i t s  r u i n  p l a n t  un iversa l  j u s t i c e  

and equa l i t y ,  based on the  People's Charter." The Bradford female 

Char t i s t s  attempted t o  spur o ther  women i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  by 

r e s o r t i n g  t o  an expression o f  c lass  antagonism i n  t h e i r  address. They 

contrasted the  opulent  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  B r i t i s h  r o y a l t y  w i t h  the  ab jec t  

pover ty  of the  l abo r ing  c lass.  The ranks o f  the  S h e f f i e l d  body were 

increased through a successful  membership campaign, which was high-  

l i g h t e d  by a l e c t u r e  on the  r i g h t s  and du t i es  o f  women. I n  general, 

6 1 ~ o r t h e r n  Star,  4 September 1841, p. 6; Eng l ish  C h a r t i s t  Ci rcu-  
l a r  and Temperance E r d  f o r  England and Wales v. I, 184-n- -- - -- 
John Cleave, p r i n t e r ,  r e p r i n t  ed., New York: Augustus M. Kel ley,  1968), 
p. 129. I n  the  C i r c u l a r  the  name o f  t h e  second woman appears as E l i z a -  
beth Simpson. Northern Star,  25 September 1841, p. 1; 4 December 1841, 



however, formal i z e d  C h a r t i s t  associat ions seem t o  have he ld  1 i t t l e  a t -  

t r a c t i o n  f o r  women outs ide  the  area o f  West R id ing  o f  Yorkshi re and 

Lancashire. The Nat ional  Charter Associat ion had on ly  a smatter ing o f  

female branches i n  o ther  areas o f  C h a r t i s t  s t rength,  London and 

Sco tl and. 6 2 

On the  whole, C h a r t i s t  optimism ran h igh  i n  the  sp r ing  of 1842. 

I n  May a Convention met i n  London t o  oversee the  presenta t ion  o f  t he  

Nat ional  P e t i t i o n ,  which a1 1 egedly bore 3,317,752 s ignatures of working- 

c lass  men and women. An immense concourse o f  male and female supporters 

from London and t h e  delegates proudly escorted the  document t o  P a r l i a -  

ment on 2 May. Presented by T. S. Duncombe on the  nex t  day, t h e  p e t i -  

t i o n  was so l  i d l y  opposed by a h o s t i l e  House o f  Commons. With the  re jec-  

t i o n  o f  t h e i r  demands, Char t i s t s  were again confronted w i t h  the  problem 

o f  what sanct ions t o  adopt t o  compel the  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  make the  Charter 

i n t o  a law. When the  "Plug R io ts"  erupted i n  the  manufacturing d i s t r i c t s  

du r ing  t h e  summer, some C h a r t i s t  leaders unwisely attempted t o  assume 

c o n t r o l  over t h i s  spontaneous "general s t r i k e . "  As a r e s u l t  Chartism 

was again r e n t  assunder by v io lence and government repression and a num- 

ber  o f  C h a r t i s t  leaders were ar res ted  and imprisoned. The year  1842 

marked the  h igh  p o i n t  o f  sustained organ iza t ion  and a g i t a t i o n .  

Despite advers i ty ,  female Char t i s t s  remained a c t i v e  i n  c e r t a i n  

areas o f  West R id ing  o f  Yorkshire, Lancashire, and Nottinghamshire. 

Throughout t he  years 1843-1846 l o c a l  women's organizat ions i n  these 

regions cont inued t o  f u n c t i o n  by ho ld ing  meetings, soirees, t ea  pa r t i es ,  

6 2 ~ o r t h e r n  Star,  27 November 1841 , p. 1 ; 29 January 1842, p. 7; 
19 February 1842, p x  22 January 1842, p. 1 ; 12 February 1842, p. 1 ; 
30 A p r i l  1842, p. 8. 



subsc r ip t i on  dr ives ,  and r a f f l e s .  I n  August 1843, f o r  example, the  

female Char t i s t s  o f  Bowling Back-land arranged a so i ree  i n  honor o f  

reorganized Chartism i n  Bradford. A t  t he  ce leb ra t i on  several women 

de l i ve red  speeches, and reso lu t i ons  were passed t o  form a female associ-  

a t ion ;  t o  issue a vote o f  confidence t o  Feargus O'Connor and the  tem- 

perance movement; and t o  urge male r e l a t i v e s  t o  a g i t a t e  f o r  t h e  pardon 

of t he  Welsh p a t r i o t s .  I n  the same year the women o f  Oldham were re-  

por ted  t o  have come t o  "a determinat ion t o  redouble t h e i r  exer t ions  i n  

the  g lo r i ous  cause o f  human redemption." Frequent meetings o f  the fe- 

male Char t i s ts  of Nottingham were he ld  i n  t he  l o c a l  Democratic chapel 

throughout 1843 and 1844. Besides po l  i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  they f inan-  

c i a l  l y  supported the  Female' s Adu l t  and Chi 1 dren'  s School es tab l  ished 

by the  Misses Abbott. The s p r i n k l i n g  o f  references t o  l ec tu res ,  fund- 

r a i s i n g  p ro jec ts ,  and teas he ld  by women a t  Todmorden, Rochdale, and 

Oldham cont inued t o  appear i n  the  Star  u n t i l  1846. 63 

A f t e r  1845, working-class women were drawn i n t o  the  C h a r t i s t  

Co-operative Land Society, which was founded by the  Nat ional  Charter As- 

s o c i a t i o n  i n  t he  sp r ing  o f  t h a t  year. Ce r ta in l y  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  r a d i c a l  

theme of t he  l o s s  o f  land had a tremendous appeal t o  both sexes. 

Feargus 0 '  Connor, the  main advocate o f  the  Land plan, promoted i t  i n  

terms t h a t  would a t t r a c t  the  support o f  males and females: 

There i s  n o t  one i n  every thousand o f t h e  working classes who 
would r a t h e r  n o t  support h i s  w i f e  and f a m i l y  by the  sweat o f  h i s  
brow than be compelled t o  l i v e  a p r o s t i t u t e  upon t h e i r  labour. 
Now, t h a t  i s  t he  very essence o f  my [Land] p lan  . . . I want 
t o  see every man i n  h i s  proper place, woman i n  her  honored 
p o s i t i o n  [ i n s i d e  the  house], and c h i l d  reared i n  the  na tu ra l  
a f f e c t i o n .  

6 3 ~ o r t h e r n  - Star, 19 August 1843, p. 2; 24 June 1043, p. 1; 
6 May 1843, p. 1; 3 June 1843, p. 5. 



A s u b s t a n t i a l  number of women appear a s  subsc r ibe r s  i n  t h e  many payment 

l i s t s  which were p r in t ed  i n  t h e  Northern S t a r .  Some females l i k e  

Henr i e t t a  Cubbet, Mary Daves, E l izabe th  Ann E l l i o t ,  and Martha Good 

purchased sha re s  o u t r i g h t ,  while  o t h e r s  l i k e  Ann Parker ,  J u l i a  Stanning,  

and El i z a  Arundell subscr ibed  on a weekly basis .64 As members of l oca l  

land s o c i e t i e s  women had an equal chance with men and ch i ld ren  a t  win- 

ning an a l l o tmen t  i n  t h e  l o t t e r i e s  which were held t o  d i v i d e  C h a r t i s t  

e s t a t e s .  Barbara Vaughon o f  Sunderland, f o r  example, won p l o t  number 28 

a t  O'Connorville,  t h e  f i r s t  e s t a t e  t o  be founded. Financial  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

due t o  t h e  incompetence o f  t h e  National Land Company's d i r e c t o r s  re- 

s u l t e d  i n  a Par l iamentary i nves t i ga t ion  and t h e  subsequent d i s s o l u t i o n  

of t h e  company i n  1845. 6 5 

From 1845 t o  1847 t h e  land se t t l emen t  scheme overshadowed p o l i t i -  

ca l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  C h a r t i s t  movement. In t h e  l a t t e r  half  of 1847 a s  an 

i n d u s t r i a l  t r a d e  slump worsened, C h a r t i s t s  re turned  t o  a course  of  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i on .  C h a r t i s t  candida tes  s tood f o r  s e a t s  i n  t h e  General 

E lec t ion  of 1847 and were supported by working-class men and women. In 

a r e a s ,  such a s  Nottingham and Hal i f a x ,  females apparen t ly  were a major 

f o r c e  i n  the success fu l  campaigns of  exc lus ive  dea l ing .  Working-class 

6 4 ~ h e  C h a r t i s t  Co-operative Land Socie ty  was founded by the NCA on 
19 May. Male and female C h a r t i s t s  were i n v i t e d  t o  purchase a sha re  a t  
k2 10s o u t r i g h t  o r  by weekly subsc r ip t i ons  of  3d o r  more. I t  was c a l -  
cu l a t ed  t h a t  2,000 paid- in- ful  l subsc r ip t i ons  would genera te  a c a p i t a l  
sum of k5,000. This i n i t i a l  c a p i t a l  would be used t o  purchase 120 a c r e s  
of a r a b l e  land,  t o  bu i ld  co t t ages ,  and t o  buy l i v e s t o c k  and o the r  supp l i e s .  
The f i r s t  se t t l emen t  o r  e s t a t e  was t o  provide 2-acre holdings f o r  60 
c u l t i v a t o r s ,  who were even tua l ly  s e l  c t ed  i n  a chance drawing o r  l o t t e r y .  

" J ~ o r t h e r n  S t a r  and National Trades Journal (London), 1 May 1847, 
p. 5;  3 J u l y  1 8 4 7 , 7 5 3 0  J u l y  1847, p. 5; Al ice  Mary Hadfield,  The 
C h a r t i s t  Land Company (Devon, England: David & Char1 es [pub1 i s h e r r  
Limited, m), p. 224. On 17 December 1846 the organization's name was 
changed t o  t h e  National Co-operative Land Company in recogni t ion  of  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  name of " C h a r t i s t "  had taken on nega t ive  connotat ions.  



pressure was s t rong enough f o r  a  Char t i s t ,  Ernest Jones, t o  win an e lec-  

t i o n  a t  Ha l i f ax .  A t  a  so i ree  given t o  ce lebra te  h i s  v i c t o r y ,  Jones was 

presented w i t h  a  go ld  watch from the  female Char t i s t s  o f  t h a t  l o c a l i t y .  

The Northern S ta r  c a r r i e d  a  complimentary r e p o r t  concerning the beauty 

o f  t he  many women who were present, w h i l e  an eyewitness l a t e r  wrote t h a t  

he had never seen a  tea  p a r t y  equal t o  t h i s  one. 66 

The e rup t i on  o f  cont inenta l  rev01 u t i ons  i n  1848 encouraged some 

Char t i s t s  t o  be1 i eve  t h a t  England cou ld  a l s o  be f o r c i b l y  transformed, 

if the  working c lass  were p rope r l y  organized. This  expectat ion was a  

compel1 i n g  fo rce  behind the  emergence o f  another Nat ional  P e t i t i o n  and 

Convention. Huge demonstrations were h e l d  i n  f avo r  o f  the  Charter 

throughout Great B r i t a i n  i n  the  e a r l y  months o f  1848. One would suspect 

t h a t  women took some p a r t  i n  the mass meetings and the  p e t i t i o n  campaign, 

b u t  o n l y  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of the  Female Nat ional  Charter Associat ion of 

Bradford i n  the  processional .tD a  r a l l y  a t  Sk i r coa t  Moor was recorded i n  

the  Northern Star .  Feminine involvement, which was very much i n  evidence 

dur ing  the  o the r  peak per iods o f  Chartism, 1838-1839 and 1841-1842, was 

seldom repor ted  i n  1848. Except f o r  some i s o l a t e d  instances, t h e  i n -  

volvement o f  women i n  the  C h a r t i s t  movement appears t o  have ended a f t e r  

1848. 

One i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  females were s t i l l  i n te res ted  i n  Chartism 

came from the  correspondence and repo r t s  o f  the She f f i e ld  Female P o l i t i c a l  

Associat ion ( l a t e r  known as the  S h e f f i e l d ' s  Women's Rights Associat ion) .  

Although i t  was c l e a r l y  n o t  a  C h a r t i s t  o rgan iza t ion  and there  i s  no 

evidence t o  suggest t h a t  members had been female Char t i s ts ,  the  She f f i e ld  

6 6 ~ o r o t h y  Thompson, "Women and Nineteenth-Century Radical Pol i t i c s , "  
p. 135; Northern - Star,  28 August 1847, p. 8. 



soc ie t y  d i d  make several attempts t o  a1 l y  i t s e l f  w i t h  Char t i s ts .  For 

example, i n  February 1851, the "female democrats" o f  S h e f f i e l d  pub- 

l i s h e d  an address which suggested t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y :  

We have been observers f o r  a number o f  years o f  the var ious 
plans, systems and organizat ions which have been l a i d  down 
f o r  t he  b e t t e r  government and guidance o f  democracy, . . . 
and we have come t o  the  conclusion, t h a t  females might, w i t h  
t h e  s t r i c t e s t  p rop r ie t y ,  be inc luded i n  t h e  programme o f  t he  
People's Charter . . . We would take i t  as honor i f  [Feargus 

, 0 '  Connor] would advocate woman's p o l i t i c a l  enfranchisement. 

While the  S h e f f i e l d  assoc ia t ion  might  hope f o r  the  "powerful a i d "  o f  

O'Connor, i t  found a more concrete source o f  support i n  Miss Anne 

Knight, a middle-class femin is t .  Given t h e  ambiguous a t t i t u d e  of a 

Northern C h a r t i s t  toward the  issue o f  female suf f rage,  i t  i s  n o t  d i f f i -  

c u l t  t o  understand why men 1 i k e  O'Connor d i d  n o t  endorse the  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  these r a d i c a l  females and why a t  the  same t ime the  women might  be- 

l i e v e  C h a r t i s t  support would be forthcoming. Although male Char t i s t s  

had once sought ou t  feminine co-operat ion i n  the e a r l y  C h a r t i s t  movement, 

they appeared t o  have ignored t h i s  oppor tun i ty  i n  1851. A year  l a t e r  

upon the  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  an a r t i c l e  by Ernest Jones, "Rais ing the  Charter 

from the  Pot-House," the  S h e f f i e l d  Women Rights Associat ion d i r e c t e d  a 

few remarks t o  male Char t i s t s :  

We beg t o  s t a t e  . . . t h a t  d i d  our brothers bu t  admit our r i g h t s  
t o  the  enjoyment o f  those p o l i t i c a l  p r i v i l e g e s  they are  s t r i v i n g  
f o r ,  they would f i n d  accession o f  advocates i n  the  female sex, 
who would n o t  o n l y  r a i s e  the  Charter from those dens of infamy 
and v i c e  . . . b u t  would, w i t h  womanly pr ide,  s t r i v e  t o  erase 
t h a t  stigma which by the  f o l l y  o f  our brothers has been cas t  on 
Chartism, n o t  on ly  by exe rc i s ing  t h e i r  i n f l uence  out  of doors, 
b u t  by teaching t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a good sound p o l i t i c a l  education. 
This, s i r  w i l l  never be done wh i l e  men cont inue t o  advocate o r  
meet i n  pot-houses, spending t h e i r  money, and debarr ing us from 
a share i n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  freedom. 



By the middle of the nineteenth century, women's participation in 

Chartism had disintegrated. The reluctance of O'Connor and others to 

make the right of women to vote a part of the Chartist program ended 

the last attempt to revive feminine involvement in Northern England. 6 7 

b'~orthern Star, 22 February 1851, p. 1; --- Notes to the People 
(London), v. 11, 1852, p. 515; see also Dorothy Thompson, "Women and 
Nineteenth-Century Radical Politics ,", pp. 135-138. 



CHAPTER V 

THE FLICKER IN LONDON, 1838-1848 

The complexion of feminine involvement in London Chartism was, 

in manyrespects, markedly different from the character of provincial 

activity. Compared to the mobilization of widespread feminine support 

in the manufacturing districts in 1838-1839, radical activity on the 

part of London women was negligible. Their inactivity was a reflec- 

tion of the apathetic attitude generally evinced in the capital at this 

time. When finally London emerged as a formidable Chartist center in 

1841-1842, various Chartist enterprises vied for the support of females. 

A1 though spl inter organizations such as Chartist temperance societies 

and the National Association were of an ephemeral nature, their programs 

of social and moral regeneration emphasized the value of feminine 

co-operation. In the mid 1840s female Chartists acting within the main- 

stream of Chartism became a conspicuous, although minor, element in 

London for the first and only time. In this period two metropolitan 

women, Miss Susannah Inge and Miss Mary Ann Walker, entered into the 

Chartist movement and somewhat expanded the latitude of feminine ex- 

pression. Under the leadership of H. Mander May, the females in one 

section were imbued with the revolutionary fervor that seized the capi- 

tal in the turbulent year, 1848. 

By the summer of 1839, there appear to have been only two women's 

organizations in the whole city, the Wandsworth Female Chartist Associa- 

tion and the London Female Democratic Association. Relatively 1 ittle is 

known about either one. B~yond the fact that the Wandsworth women 



endorsed a l o c a l  p r o t e s t  aga ins t  the  oppor tun i s t i c  t a c t i c s  o f  a body of 

u l  t r a- rad i ca l s ,  i t  can be assumed t h a t  they took p a r t  i n  the  s p i r i t e d  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  na t i ona l  r e n t  and s ignatures pra ised by the  Northern Star.  
68 

The on l y  repor ted  a c t i v i t y  o f  the  female sec t i on  o f  t he  London Democratic 

Associat ion was the  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  an address i n  the  Star  i n  May, 1839. 

The i r  appeal t o  Eng l ish  women, " p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  the  women o f  t he  metro- 

po l i s , "  demonstrated an as tu te  awareness o f  the  impediments t o  success- 

f u l  a g i t a t i o n  o f  females i n  London and a t i n g e  o f  u l t r a - r a d i c a l  s e n t i -  

ments. Signed by E l izabeth  Neesom, the  document o f  t h e  LFDA advised: 

S i s t e r s  and f r iends ,  . . . shake o f f  t h a t  apathy and t i m i d i t y  
which too  genera l l y  p r e v a i l s  among our sex ( a r i s i n g  from the  
pre jud ices  o f  f a l s e  education), and j o i n  us i n  our ho ly  cause. 
. . . I f  females removed from the  sphere o f  our order  cou ld  
b u t  see the  p r i va t i ons ,  the  squa l i d  misery, the  incessant,  
ill - requ i ted  t o i l  o f  thousands o f  t h e i r  own sex . . . [ i n  t he  
Northern t e x t i l e  d i s t r i c t s ] ,  . . . what would they t h i n k  of 
such unchr is t ian1 i ke, inhuman laws [as the  New Poor Law] and 
[ i t s ]  i n s t i t u t i o n s ?  . . . There i s  no knowing what a few 
months may b r i n g  f o r t h ;  many t h a t  a re  now i n  comparat ively 
a f f l u e n t  circumstances, may be reduced t o  the  h o r r i b l e  s i t -  
uat ions here described. R a l l y  around our standard, and do n o t  
by your  own culpable apathy have t o  r e c o l l e c t ,  t h a t  you your-  
selves have been the  cause o f  your  own r u i n .  

The compel 1 i n g  " f e a r  o f  want" and oppressive p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  seeking re1 i e f  

i n  a g r im Poor Law union were n o t  powerful sources o f  feminine mo t i va t i on  

and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i n  London as they had been i n  Northern England. The 

attempt o f  the women i n  the LFDA t o  e n l i s t  the sympathies of t h e i r  s i s t e r s  

appears t o  have had no d i s c e r n i b l e  e f f e c t .  The absence o f  acute economic 

d i s t ress ,  the  non-existence o f  f i e r y  ant i-Poor Law campaign, and the  gen- 

e r a l  f a i l u r e  o f  male leadership t o  a g i t a t e  females, proved t o  be ser ious 

l i a b i l i t i e s .  Whereas p r o v i n c i a l  females could argue t h a t  p o l i t i c s  d is rup ted 

6 8 ~ a v i d  Goodway, London Char t i  sm, 1838-1848 (Cambridge, England: 
Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1982'),6-27, p. 35. 



t h e i r  domestic sphere, t he  female democrats o f  the  c a p i t a l  c i t y  had t o  

seek a d i f f e r e n t  defense o f  t h e i r  po l  i t i c a l  involvement. They argued: 

"To those who may be . . . surpr ised t h a t  females should be dar ing  

enough t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  p o l i t i c s ;  t o  them we simply say t h a t  as i t  i s  

a female t h a t  assumes t o  r u l e  t h i s  nat ion,  . . . we asse r t  . . . our 

r i g h t ,  as f r e e  women ( o r  as women determined t o  be f r e e )  t o  r u l e  our- 

se l  ves. 69 

Weak, unstable organizat ions,  such as the  LFDA, were probably 

the  f i r s t  t o  succumb t o  the e f fec ts  o f  C h a r t i s t  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  

w i n t e r  o f  1839-1840. Since met ropo l i tan  females had never played an 

important  r o l e  a t  the  he igh t  o f  Chartism, i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  one 

f inds no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  feminine a c t i v i t y  du r ing  the quiescent year, 1840. 

There i s  no record  t h a t  the  women o f  London were invo lved i n  the  c o l l e c -  

t i o n  o f  money f o r  defense funds, i n  subscr ip t ions  f o r  t he  r e l i e f  o f  

C h a r t i s t  dependents, o r  i n  t he  procur ing  o f  s ignatures on p e t i t i o n s  on 

the  beha l f  o f  the  Welsh leaders. I n  the  c a p i t a l  c i ty , femin ine  p a r t i c i -  

p a t i o n  i n  Chartism a t  t h i s  junc ture  was apparent ly  nonexistent.  

It i s  on l y  a f t e r  1840 t h a t  the  C h a r t i s t  movement g radua l ly  be- 

came a v i a b l e  fo rce  i n  London rad i ca l i sm and t h a t  l o c a l  females became 

a vocal element i n  the  membership. The ferment o f  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  schemes 

l e d  t o  t h e  establ ishment o f  two r i v a l  C h a r t i s t  en terpr ises ,  both o f  which 

had t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  women away from mainstream Chartism. The 

Nat ional  Associat ion f o r  Promoting the  Pol i t i c a l  and Socia l  Improvement 

o f  t h e  People proposed by Wi l l i am Lovet t  and the  C h a r t i s t  temperance 

s o c i e t i e s  advocated by Henry Vincent were both es tab l ished i n  London 

6 9 ~ o r t h e r n  - S t a r ,  11 May 1839, p. 2. 



i n  1841. Although these were d i s t i n c t  movements, they were c l o s e l y  

a l i gned  on quest ions of sobr ie ty ,  self- improvement, and r e l i a n c e  upon 

females t o  support t h e i r  aims. 

The lead ing  proponents of these breakaway movements, Love t t  and 

Vincent, had always emphasized the  necessi ty  o f  i n v o l v i n g  the  " f a i r  sex" 

i n  p u b l i c  matters. For example, i n  h i s  autobiography, -- L i f e  and Struggles, 

W i l l i am Love t t  revealed how he took t ime t o  discuss p o l i t i c a l  issues of 

t he  day w i t h  h i s  w i fe ,  Mary. Since Lovet t  and Vincent were founding mem- 

bers o f  t he  London Working Man's Associat ion, one can assume t h a t  they 

in f luenced the  tone o f  t h i s  o rgan iza t i on ' s  i n i t i a l  address. It advised 

o the r  such associat ions:  

And, as our  ob jec t  i s  un iversa l ,  so (cons is ten t  w i t h  j u s t i c e )  
ought t o  be our  means t o  compass it; and we know no t  of any 
means more e f f i c i e n t ,  than t o  e n l i s t  the  sympathies and quick-  
en the  i n t e l l e c t s  of our wives and c h i l d r e n  t o  a knowledge 
o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  and dut ies;  f o r  as i n  the  absence o f  knowledge, 
they are the  most formidable obstacles t o  a man's p a t r i o t i c  
exer t ions ,  so when imbued w i t h  i t  w i l l  they prove h i s  g reates t  
a u x i l  i a r i e s .  Read, therefore,  t a l k ,  and p o l i t i c a l l y  and 
mora l l y  i n s t r u c t  your  wives and c h i  1 dren. 

Perhaps Love t t  and Vincent were among the  members o f  t he  LWMA who sought 

t o  i nc lude  a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  female su f f rage i n  t he  f i r s t  d r a f t  of t he  

"People's Charter."  I n  h i s  autobiography i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  W i l l i am Love t t  

r e g r e t t e d  i t s  exclusion.70 As a C h a r t i s t  l e c t u r e r  Henry Vincent con t i n -  

ued t o  speak h i g h l y  o f  the  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  of women. I n  November, 1838, 

he informed the  females of Banbury t h a t  they were " the  most important  

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  human race, because the  character  and conduct of t h e  

people depends much on your  i n t e l l e c t  and your exer t ion .  ,171 

" ~ r i a n  Harr ison, "Teetota l  Chartism," H i s t o r y  58 (June 1973) : 
201. 



Given the  favorab le  p red i spos i t i on  o f  these two C h a r t i s t  leaders towards 

the  women's p a r t  i n  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  matters, i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  

t h a t  Love t t  and Vincent sought feminine support f o r  t h e i r  reorgan iza t ion-  

a1 plans. 

While conf ined i n  Warwick Gaol, W i l l i am Lovet t ,  w i t h  the  a i d  o f  

John Co l l i ns ,  wrote a pamphlet, Chartism, - A New - Organizat ion o f  t he  

People. His purpose was t o  persuade Char t i s t s  t o  form Nat ional  Associa- 

t i o n s  which would sponsor the  e rec t i on  o f  p u b l i c  h a l l s  and a v a r i e t y  of 

schools. By rec rea t i ng  Chart ism as an educat ional movement, they hoped 

t o  fos te r  t he  moral and i n t e l l e c t u a l  regenerat ion o f  the  working c lass,  

and therefore, prepare them t o  exerc ise the p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  demanded i n  

the  Charter. I n  t h e i r  proposal Love t t  and C o l l i n s  provided f o r  females 

t o  be admit ted as members i n  the organizat ions and schools on the  same 

cond i t ions  as males: "As some pre jud ices  e x i s t  on the  sub jec t  o f  female 

education, and especial  l y  against  t h e i r  ob ta in ing  any knowledge of po l  i- 

t i c s ,  i t  may be necessary t o  g i ve  a few reasons i n  support o f  our  propo- 

s i t i o n . "  O f  the  various po in t s  advanced, the  most important  was t h a t :  

"Women are  the  c h i e f  i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  our ch i ld ren ,  whose v i r t u e s  and v ices  

w i l l  depend more on t h e  educat ion given them by t h e i r  mothers than on 

t h a t  o f  any teacher we can employ t o  i n s t r u c t  them. 11 72 

I n  November, 1841, the  f i r s t  branch o f  t he  Nat ional  Assoc ia t ion  

was es tab l ished i n  London. L o v e t t ' s  w i  11 ingness t o  cooperate w i t h  "per- 

sons o f  a l l  creeds, classes, and opin ions"  t o  promote h i s  organizat ion,  

a t t r a c t e d  many subscribers, some o f  whom were advocates of the  d o c t r i n e  

" w i l l  iam Love t t  and John Co l l  ins,  Chartism, -- A New Organizat ion 
of the  People (London: John Cleave, 1840; r e p r i n t  ed., Leicester ,  Eng- -- 
land: Le ices ter  U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1969), pp. 61 -63. 



of women's rights--Henry Vincent, Charles H. Neesom, and J .  H.  Parry. 

By the spring of 1842, Lovett and his associates had founded a hall 

in Holborn and were issuing their own journal, The National Association 

Gazette. A1 though Hol born Hall had a 1 ibrary, a coffee room, a Sunday 

school, and classes in dancing and music, insufficient funds kept Lovett 

and his followers from implementing any further the establishment of 

numerous schools that had been outlined i n  the original proposal. 7 3 

The hostili ty of the Northern Star t o  the rival forms of Chartism 

and the absence of pertinent information in Lovett's Life and Struggles 

makes i t  d i f f icul t  t o  determine what measure of support the London as- 

sociation and the public hall received from women during their seven 

years' existence. ~ e r t a i h l ~ ,  the National Association endeavored t o  

at tract  female members, because the original rules and objectives were 

altered to include the following goal: "To disseminate such facts and 

opinions in favour of the1 political and social rights of women as may 

lead to their enfranchis ment, and the amelioration of their social con- ei 
di tion. "74 A1 so, ~adional Association Gazette carried le t ters  from 

female Chartists and declared that i t  hoped that working-class men could 

overcome their "ungenerous pol icy [of being unwi 11 ing t o ]  advocate the 

7 3 ~ i l  1 iam Lovett, Life, pp. 286-288. 

7 4 ~ h e  ten rules and objectives of the National Association given 
in Chartism by William Lovett and John Collins, pp. 24-26 and in Life by 
William Lovett, DD. 248-250 are essentially worded the same, b u t  the 
numerical order hbes n o t  coincide. ~ e i t h &  of these sources 1 i s t s  an  ob- 
jective concerning female suffrage. However, in G. D. H .  Cole and A. W .  
F i  lson, British Working Class Movements: Select Documents, 1789-1875 
(New York: S t .  Martin'~Press,-~p. 380-381, there are only eight 
objectives listed. The third one concerns female enfranchisement and i s  
cited there. I would assume that this extract of "rules and objects" 
original ly appeared in - The National Association Gazette and appl ies spec- 
cifical ly t o  the London branch. 



admission o f  women i n t o  the  representat ion l e s t  i t  should delay t h e i r  

own. 1'75 

The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  female Char t i s t s  o f  London i n  "Teetota l  

Chartism" i s  more ev ident .  Among the handful o f  l o c a l  C h a r t i s t  temper- 

ance soc ie t i es ,  t he re  was one exc lus i ve l y  female organizat ion,  t he  

East London Female Tota l  Abstinence Associat ion. I n  January, 1841, 

t h i s  body issued a lengthy address enumerating the  e v i l s  connected w i t h  

a lcohol  and tobacco. These female absta iners a l so  contended t h a t  so- 

b r i e t y  was a s tep  towards the  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  women's mental f a c u l t i e s ,  

which h i t h e r t o  had been l a r g e l y  ignored. I n  conclusion, t h e i r  f e l l ow  

countrywomen were urged t o  u n i t e  t o  remove intemperance and t o  a g i t a t e  

f o r  the  "People's Charter."  A month l a t e r  members were repor ted  t o  be 

r e j o i c i n g  a t  t he  numerous female test imonies t o  the  bene f i t s  of a b s t i -  

nence and t o  be " j o i n i n g  i n  the s ing ing  o f  p a t r i o t i c  and sent imental  

ba l lads ,  and the  d e l i v e r y  o f  e x c e l l e n t  r e c i t a t i o n s . "  I n  1841, E l i zabe th  

and Charles Neesom, who had been associated w i t h  the  London Democratic 

Associat ion, became the lead ing  f igures i n  the  C h a r t i s t  temperance 

s o c i e t i e s  i n  Sp i ta l f ie lds  and i n  L o v e t t ' s  Nat ional  Associat ion. 76 

I n  1841, the  r i v a l  Chartisms and the  Nat ional  Charter Associat ion 

were a l l  a t tempt ing t o  r e c r u i t  London Char t i s ts .  To draw the  " f a i r  sex" 

i n t o  the  NCA, an OIConnorite, John Watkins, and the  London Delegate 

7 5 ~ o r o t h y  Thompson, "Women i n  Nineteenth-Century Radical P o l i t i c s , "  
p. 133. This  "ungenerous p o l i c y "  was n o t  w i thout  foundation, see Edward 
Swaine, "The Pol i t i c a l  Franchise," (London: Pat r idge & Oakey, 1849), pp. 
33-35. Swaine, a middle-class l i b e r a l ,  would support male enfranchisement, 
bu t  woul d exc l  ude women. 

7 6 ~ o r t h e r n  Star,  30 January 1841, p. 1 ; 27 March 1841, p. 2; 
B r i an  Harr ison, " T e m a l  Chartism," p. 199. 



Council both pub1 i shed appeals i n  t he  Engl i s h  C h a r t i s t  C i r cu la r .  

Watkins t r i e d  t o  rouse women t o  take p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  by u t i l i z i n g  

the  argument t h a t  had been so e f f e c t i v e  i n  Northern England i n  t he  l a t e  

T h i r t i e s  t h a t  feminine involvement was i n  defense o f  the domestic sphere. 

He a l so  offered the  i ncen t i ve  o f  l i m i t e d  f ranch ise  f o r  maidenb and w i -  

dows. The London Del egate Counci 1 , on the  o ther  hand, vague1 asked I 
females t o  lend t h e i r  emotional support t o  male Char t i s ts .  ~ lhese ad- 

dresses sparked a s l i g h t  response i n  the  area o f  East  ond don. The 

Northern S ta r  repor ted  t h a t  a female member o f  the  C i t y  Char 

t i o n ,  Martha Fosslyn, urged o ther  women o f  the "Queendom" t o  

Char t i s ts .  I n  December the  Female C h a r t i s t  Committee o f  the 

o f  Tower Hamlets sent  an address t o  the Northern Star  which 

feminine a g i t a t i o n  on beha l f  of the Charter. It was n o t  publlished due 

t o  the  l ack  o f  space. A1 though feminine p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  maiinstream 

Chartism i n  1841 was more apparent than i t  had been i n  e i t h e  "Knowledge i 
Chartism" o r  "Teetota l  Chartism," i t  was l i m i t e d .  There i s  no f u r t h e r  

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  any p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  being taken by female ~ q a r t i s t s  i n  

London u n t i l  the summer o f  1842. 7 7 

I n  June, 1842, a member o f  the Female C h a r t i s t  ~ s s o c i a t i o n  o f  the  

City o f  London, Miss Susannah Inge, took the i n i t i a t i v e  t o  i sue a per- 4 
sonal address t o  her f e l l o w  countrywomen. Her a t t i t u d e  towards the  r o l e  

o f  women i n  soc ie t y  and t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  aren was f a r  i 
from convent ional.  Inge contended t h a t  the  t ime had a r r i vedwhen  a woman 

" ~ n ~ l i s h  C h a r t i s t  C i r cu la r ,  v. I, 1841, pp. 49, 133 Northern 
Star,  15 August 1841, p. 5; 4 December 1841, p. 4. I 
i s  aware o f  t he  " soc ia l  miser ies by which she i s  surrounded" and "has 



embarked with her l igh t  boat upon the ocean of agitation." She pro- 

ceeded t o  reveal tha t  an acute sense of intellectual dissatisfaction 

rather than personal deprivation motivated her involvement in the 

Chartist movement. She wrote: 

As c iv i l i sa t ion  advances man gradually becomes more i n -  
clined to  place woman on an equality w i t h  himself, and though 
excluded from every thing connected with pub1 i c  l i f e ,  her 
condition i s  considerably improved; s t i l l  she i s  regarded in 
an infer ior  l i g h t ,  her province being only to  make a pudding, 
prepare a dinner, clean the house, tend to  her children, . . . 
and such 1 i ke. Now these are a l l  necessary things, . . . b u t  
are  we, because we are women, to be excluded from the more 
rational enjoyments of 1 i fe? 

Shall we s i t  s t i l l  and tamely submit to  a slavery against 
which our cheeks glow w i t h  shame and our hearts burn  with in- 
dignation? No! . . . Rouse yourself to  a sense of your merits. 
Assist those men who wil l ,  nay, who do place women in . . . 
equality w i t h  themselves i n  gaining the i r  r ights,  and yours 
will be gained also . . . Join with us, then, for  the Charter 
alone will give us . . . [the] l iber ty [that] i s  our birthright.  

Susannah Inge was the only known female Chartist t o  ever present such a 

strong expression of sexual oppression. 7 8 

By the autumn of 1842, there was a move t o  en1 i s t  Miss Inge and 

1 ike-minded women into a female branch of the National Charter Associa- 

tion. A Chartist ac t iv i s t ,  Ruffy Ridley, and several other male leaders 

who favored greater feminine participation i n  pol i t ical  and social mat- 

t e r s ,  called a meeting i n  Old Bailey on 17 October 1842. One member of 

the audience, a Mr. Cohen, proved however, t o  be a "false  friend." He 

opposed the motion to  establish a female organization and disagreed with 

Ridley's judgment tha t  women should aspire to enter the pol i t ical  main- 

stream. His sentiments were recorded by an observer: "Woman . . . would 

be more i n  her proper character and station a t  home, . . . [because] she 

78~orthern Star,  2 July 1842, p. 7. 



was n o t ,  'physically' considered, intended for . . . the political 

arena." The Times reported the sharp exchange which ensued between 

Cohen and his principal challengers, Miss Susannah Inge and Miss Mary 

Anne Walker. In response t o  Cohen's negative remark, Fliss Inge had 

inferred that i f  Queen Victoria could hold the highest public office in 

the kingdom, then other females were capable of voting--a task which 

required l i t t l e  "physical force." Disclaiming any intention of ridicule, 

Cohen asked Igne t o  suppose that she was a representative inthe House of 

Commons, then t o  consider whether she could best serve the pub1 i c  in- 

terest when her heart might be easily swayed by "a lover," a young 

gentleman in Parliament. Miss Walker adroitly repudiated his insinuations, 

then proceeded t o  launch a defense of feminine involvement in pub1 ic  

matters on humanitarian grounds and t o  issue a spirited call for other 

women in the audience t o  enroll i n  the NCA. 79 

An "exordium" which stressed the absurdity of the behavior of 

the two chief "hen Chartists," Susannah Inge and Mary Anne Walker, was 

printed in the Times just two days after  the f i r s t  account of the meet- 

ing in Old Bailey. A number of disparging remarks were interspersed 

w i t h i n  a shortened version of the original story. For example, Miss 

Wal ker ' s threat t o  scorn any "contempti bl e scoundrel , " who attempted t o  

persuade her vote, drew the following comment: "The man who could run 

such a risk had need be PERSEUS, [the slayer of Medusa], or JACK THE 

GIANT KILLER a t  least."80 

This sarcastic piece, in turn, elicited a lengthy retort and a 

79~imes (London) ,  20 October 1842, (London: Recordovak Division 
of Kodak, L td . ,  n .d . ,  p. 3. 

80~imes, 22 October 1842, p. 4. 



defense i n  the  Engl ish C h a r t i s t  C i r cu la r .  An anonymous author, "Pro- 

Chart is t ,"  argued t h a t  the main issue a t  stake was no t  female su f f rage  

as the  Times impl ied,  " bu t  t he  r i g h t  o f  woman t o  exerc ise  her  v o l i t i o n  

as t o  how, when, and where she s h a l l  employ her  f a c u l t i e s . "  The w r i t e r  

concluded t h a t :  "To the  promptings o f  her  own hear t  and i n t e l l e c t  we 

would leave the  decis ion;  and whether i t  be i n  p r i v a t e  o r  pub l i c ,  

through the  press o r  on the  p lat form, by works o f  c h a r i t y  o r  zeal,  t h a t  

she seeks t o  v i n d i c a t e  her  c la im  t o  a i d  i n  the  moral, soc ia l ,  and p o l i t i -  

ca l  advancement o f  mankind, she i s  e n t i t l e d ,  no t  merely t o  the  most 

respec t fu l  and considerate treatment, bu t  the encouragement o f  s incere  

and considerate sympathy. ,181 

Despite the  e f f o r t s  o f  the conservat ive press t o  deprecate t h e i r  

act ions,  Susannah Inge and Mary Ann Walker ( f o r  a l i m i t e d  per iod)  came 

out  as vocal and v i s i b l e  advocates o f  Chartism. Since they d e f i e d  the  

bounds o f  convent ion t o  become C h a r t i s t  l e c t u r e r s  speaking before mixed 

audiences, these women have the r a r e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  having t h e i r  phys ica l  

presence o r  1 ikenesses recorded f o r  p o s t e r i t y .  Miss Inge was repor ted  

t o  be "a young lady  o f  pre-possessing appearance . . . w i t h  an energy 

and s p i r i t ,  worthy o f  the  great  and g lo r i ous  cause." While Miss Walker 

was described as being "about middle height ,  s l i g h t l y  formed b u t  w i t h  

p leas ing  features, dark eyes and h a i r ,  and a cas t  o f  countenance decided- 

l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  . "82 

On 29 October 1842, Susannah Inge de l i ve red  her  f i r s t  speech i n  

favor of t h e  Charter a t  the Nat ional  Charter Associat ion h a l l ,  Old 

8 1 ~ n g l i s h  C h a r t i s t  C i r cu la r ,  v. 11, 1842, p. 152. 

* ' ~o r the rn  Star,  5 November 1842, p. 1 ; Edmund and Ruth Frow, 
"Women i n  the  ~ a r l y m i c a l  and Labour Movement," p. 112. Also see the  
above mentioned a r t i c l e  i n  the  Star  f o r  a desc r ip t i on  of Miss Walker. 



Bai ley,  before a packed audience o f  females and male "operat ives."  

The Northern Star  repor ted  t h a t  i t  was "a very splendid 1 e c t u r e - a  

l e c t u r e  which we may w i thou t  f l a t t e r y  say, would do honour t o  the  h ighes t  

t a l e n t s  o f  man, and which proved t h a t  woman, 'menta l l y '  considered, i s  

i n  every way f i t t e d  and endowed by nature fo r  t he  exerc ise o f  po l  i t i- 

c a l  r i g h t s .  " On t h a t  occasion Mary Ann Wal ker, who was present, d i d  

n o t  speak, "owing t o  her n o t  being s u f f i c i e n t l y  recovered from a recent  

i nd i spos i t i on . "  Three o ther  female Char t i s ts ,  Miss Emma Miles, Mrs. 

Frances Wyatt, and a Miss Pickup, however, d i d  address the meeting. 

A f t e r  a b r i e f  pe r iod  o f  mourning f o r  her  fa ther ,  Miss Walker appeared 

before  a p u b l i c  audience on 5 December 1842 a t  the  Nat ional  Associat ion 

ha1 1 i n  Hol born. Her speech was recorded i n  the  Northern Star  i n  i t s  

e n t i r e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  her ab le  defense against  hecklers. Since the re  were 

no f u r t h e r  repo r t s  about Mary Anne Walker and her a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  t h i s  

event, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  assume t h a t  she remained a prominent advocate 

o f  t he  C h a r t i s t  movement. There were, however, several no t ices  i n  the  

S ta r  concerning the  l ec tu res  presented by Susannah Inge a t  the  Working 

Man's Associat ion a t  M i l e  End Road throughout 1843. 8 3 

The outspoken Miss Inge proved t o  be somewhat of a l i a b i l i t y  t o  

Chartism as propounded by Feargus O'Connor. I n  Ju ly ,  1843 she dared t o  

chal lenge the  r i g h t  of O'Connor t o  suggest t h a t  h i s  r igh t- hand man, 

Thomas M. Wheeler, be e lec ted  t o  a f u l l - t i m e  o f f i c e  i n  t he  Execut ive o f  

the  NCA. I n  a l e t t e r  t o  the  e d i t o r  o f  the  Northern S ta r  she complained 

t h a t  such a p r a c t i c e  d i d  n o t  accord w i t h  her  ideas o f  democracy. The 

8 3 ~ o r t h e r n  Star,  5 November 1842, p. 1 ; 10 December 1842, p. 7; 
29 J u l y  1843, p. 2 ; 2 6 ~ u g u s t  1843, p. 4; 2  September 1843, p. 2. 



e d i t o r ,  W i  11 iam Hi1 1, denied t h a t  Char t i s t s  were fool i s h  enough t o  

b l i n d l y  f o l l o w  O'Connor. He sn ide l y  remarked: "We dare say Miss Inge 

i s  g r e a t l y  i n  l ove  w i t h  her  own ideas o f  democracy; and so she ought t o  

be, f o r  we fancy they  w i l l  s u i t  nobody else," (espec ia l l y  an O'Connorite!). 

The exchange between H i l l  and Inge was p icked up by h o s t i l e  newspapers, 

the  Birmingham Adver t i ser  and the Nottingham Journal.  E n t i t l e d  "The 

He and She Char t i s ts , "  t h e i r  news i t em g r e a t l y  magnif ied the  i n c i d e n t  

t o  unreal t i s t i c  p ropor t ions  and added the  name o f  Miss Walker as one o f  

t he  leaders o f  t he  feminine opposit ion. A f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  the  Star 
accorded on l y  nominal recogn i t i on  t o  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Miss Inge, and i n  

1844 the  e d i t o r  even refused t o  pub l i sh  her  l e t t e r s  t o  the Bishop o f  

Exeter. Perhaps the apparent coolness o f  Feargus O'ConnorJs mouthpiece 

in f luenced the  w i thdrawalo f  Miss Inge from p u b l i c  1 i f e  a f t e r  1844. 84 

D i r e c t  references t o  feminine p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  London Chartism 

temporar i l y  ended w i t h  the  l a s t  known a c t i v i t y  o f  Susannah Inge. Judging 

from t h e  Northern Star,  met ropo l i tan  women d i d  n o t  take  an a c t i v e  r o l e  

i n  t he  movement du r ing  1845, 1846 and 1847. It i s  on ly  by in fe rence t h a t  

females can be connected t o  the main en te rp r i se  o f  these years, t he  

Char t i  s t  land sett lement.  For example, Christopher Doyle, a company 

d i r e c t o r ,  de l i ve red  a l e c t u r e  a t  Whitechapel on the  bene f i t s  o f  the Land 

Plan. The S ta r  repor ted  t h a t  Doyle advised " the  l ad ies  t o  l a y  ou t  t h e i r  

money w i t h  those on ly  who were favourable t o  the  cause." It i s  n o t  c l e a r  

as t o  whether he meant t o  encourage women t o  become shareholders i n  t he  

company o r  t o  p r a c t i c e  " exc lus ive  deal ing. 1185 

8 4 ~ o r t h e r n  Star,  8  J u l y  1843, p. 4; 29 J u l y  1843, p. 4. - 
8 5 ~ b i d . ,  14 September 1844, p. 5. 



The l a s t  f l i c k e r  of feminine involvement occurred i n  London 

du r ing  the  t u r b u l e n t  spr ing  and summer o f  1848. The February r e v o l u t i o n  

i n  Par is  prov ided f u r t h e r  impetus f o r  the t h i r d  Nat ional  P e t i t i o n ,  which 

was launched i n  the  w i n t e r  o f  1847-1848. As the date f o r  t he  presenta- 

t i o n  o f  t he  p e t i t i o n  approached, massive demonstrations, such as the  one 

a t  T ra fa lga r  Square i n  March, were staged by C h a r t i s t  leaders and a t -  

tended by working-class men and women. On 10 A p r i l  females were among 

t h e  vas t  sea o f  Londoners who escor ted the  p e t i t i o n  t o  Par1 iament. A1 - 
though the  document was r i d i c u l e d  i n  t he  House o f  Commons because the  

t o t a l  number o f  s ignatures f e l l  f a r  below the  boasted sum o f  f i v e  m i l l i o n ,  

London Char t i s t s  d i d  n o t  l o s e  f a i t h  i n  the movement. I n  f a c t ,  t he  

c a p i t a l  became a C h a r t i s t  center  o f  v i o l e n t  d isorder  and revo lu t i ona ry  

t a l k .  I n  one met ropo l i tan  l o c a l i t y ,  Tower Hamlets, the female Char t i s t s  

were organized under the  d i r e c t  o f  H. Mander May. As the  pres ident  

of the  Female Tower Hamlets C h a r t i s t  Society,  he issued an appeal t o  

female Char t i s t s  t o  e x e r t  t h e i r  i n f l uence  through "exc lus ive  deal ing. " 

He advised o ther  women t o  adopt a motto l i k e  t h a t  o f  t he  women o f  Tower 

Hamlets-"Live w i t h  our men; d i e  by, o r  f o r  them." A f t e r  t h i s  instance 

of organized feminine a c t i v i t y ,  there  were no others. Feminine p a r t i c i -  

pa t i on  i n  London Chartism apparent ly  came t o  an end. 8 6 

8 6 ~ o r t h e r n  -- Star  and Nat ional  Trades Journal (London), 24 June 
1848, p. 6. 



CONCLUSION 

CHAPTER V I  

Al though t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  " s i s t e r  democrats" was recog- 

n i z e d  as a c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  success o f  Chart ism by men l i k e  Thomas 

C. S a l t ,  t he  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  femin ine involvement has been over1 ooked by 

h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  movement i n  general .  Th is  s tudy has demonstrated t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  women took  p a r t  i n  almost every  aspect  o f  t he  campaign d u r i n g  

i t s  f i r s t  t e n  years o f  ex is tence.  I n  t he  years between 1838 and 1848, 

when t h e  C h a r t i s t  movement was t he  main v e h i c l e  o f  work ing- c lass r a d i -  

ca l ism,  women i n  l a r g e  numbers accompanied t he  men i n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  po- 

l i t i c a l  arena. The ex ten t ,  sca le ,  and cha rac te r  o f  femin ine a c t i v i t y  

were 1 a r g e l y  i n f l  uenced by reg iona l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and d i r e c t l y  c o r r e l a t e d  

t o  economic f l u c t u a t i o n s .  The wide d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  c u l t u r e  and ou t l ook  

between p r o v i n c i a l  and m e t r o p o l i t a n  females resu l  t e d  i n  a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  

of po l  i t i c a l  exper iences and a t t i t u d e s .  Recogni t ion o f  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  

t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  among female C h a r t i s t s  he lps t o  an- 

swer t h e  ques t ion  of  whether Chart ism f o s t e r e d  t he  b i r t h  o f  work ing- c lass 

feminism. 

The feminine presence was e s p e c i a l l y  prominent i n  t he  per iods  

o f  stormy upsurge, 1838-1848 and 1841-1842, i n  t h e  C h a r t i s t  cen te rs  o f  t he  

West R i d i n g  of  Yorkshire,  the  East and West Midlands, and South Lanca- 

s h i r e .  Wi th  t h e  excep t ion  o f  sec t i ons  o f  Durham County and Northumber- 

1 and, t he  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  women ou t s i de  these s t rongholds was sporadic ,  

where e x i s t e n t  a t  a l l .  Feminine involvement i n  London Chartism, f o r  

example, was spasmodic and was conf ined t o  a smal l  number o f  vocal  



supporters.  I n  t he  mid-1840s t h e  r o l e  o f  work ing- c lass females i n  t h e  

C h a r t i s t  movement was g r e a t l y  reduced i n  scope and was l i m i t e d  t o  a  few 

l o c a l i t i e s  i n  Yorkshi re ,  Lancashire,  and Nott inghamshire.  A t  t h a t  t ime 

women i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  were always a m i n o r i t y  i n  l o c a l  membership and 

i n  comparison t o  female C h a r t i s t s  i n  Nor thern England. Yet, i n  1842 and 

1843, a  few London women formed a conspicuous element i n  t h e  C h a r t i s t  

ranks. Since t h e r e  were no e x c l u s i v e l y  female branches o f  t h e  C h a r t i s t  

1  and soc ie t y ,  1845-1 848, femin ine suppor t  i n  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  can o n l y  be 

d iscerned  through t he  l i s t i n g  of  names o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  r o l l s  o f  

shareholders,  One would suspect t h a t  a  l a r g e  number o f  women took  p a r t  

i n  t he  mass meetings and p e t i t i o n  d r i v e  o f  1848. Organized p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  

however, seems t o  have occurred o n l y  i n  Brad fo rd  and Tower Hamlets (London). 

The r o l e  o f  working- class women i n  t h e  e a r l y  C h a r t i s t  movement 

was 1 a r g e l y  shaped by 1 ocal  t r a d i t i o n ,  economic and soc i  a1 cond i t i ons  , 

l o c a l  l eade rsh ip  o r  t h e  impact o f  C h a r t i s t  "miss ionar ies."  The presence 

o r  absence of these f a c t o r s  g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  success o r  f a i l u r e  

of  e f f o r t s  t o  m o b i l i z e  femin ine support .  A l l  these f o r ces  were a t  work 

i n  t h e  no r the rn  manufactur ing d i s t r i c t s  du r i ng  t h e  peak per iods  o f  

Chartism. There one found a coherent t r a d i t i o n  o f  r a d i c a l i s m  among f e -  

males; s o c i a l  and economic d i s l o c a t i o n  resu l  t i n g  from t h e  b i t t e r  indus-  

t r i a l  exper ience and t h e  deepening economic depress ion i n  1837 and 1841 ; 

and t h e  p resenceo f  m e n l i k e  Thomas C. S a l t  and R. J. Richardson, who 

a c t i v e l y  s o l  i c i  t e d  femin ine co- operat ion. The ex is tence  o f  a1 1 these 

c o n d i t i o n s  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  numerous female o rgan i za t i ons  

i n  p laces such as Birmingham, Bradford,  and Manchester. I n  London t h e  

l a c k  of acute economic d i s t r e s s ,  t he  absence o f  r e c e n t  mass rad i ca l i sm ,  

and t h e  general  f a i l u r e  o f  male leaders  t o  arouse enthusiasm f o r  p o l i t i -  

c a l  involvement on t h e  p a r t  o f  females, proved t o  be insurmountable 



obs tac les  t o  t h e  rous ing  o f  widespread femin ine p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  I n  t he  

i n i t i a l  phase o f  t h e  movement, 1841-1842, t h e r e  were a  few male C h a r t i s t s  

i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  who o v e r t l y  encouraged women t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  on an equal f o o t i n g  w i t h  men, and t h i s  l e d  t o  a  b r i e f  f l u r r y  

o f  femin ine  involvement t h e r e  i n  1842 and 1843. 

Dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  years o f  t h e  C h a r t i s t  movement, t h e  immediate 

sense o f  c r i s i s  i n  the Midlands and t h e  Nor th  mot iva ted  work ing- c lass women 

t o  take  p o l i t i c a l  ac t ion .  Females l i k e  those f rom Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

and Ashton, supported t h e  "people's Char ter"  because they  be1 i eved  t h a t  

u n i v e r s a l  manhood su f f r age  bou ld  l e a d  t o  t h e  ame l i o ra t i on  o f  t h e i r  g r im  

cond i t i on .  They sought t o  lbe 1  i bera ted  f rom t h e  " f e a r  o f  want ," t h e  op- 

p ress i ve  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b e i  g  separated from t h e i r  husbands and c h i l d r e n  

i n  a  Poor Law union, and fr m t h e i r  i ncessan t  and degrading t o i l  i n  t he  

f ac to r i es .  For these reasons 

o f  C h a r t i s t  a c t i v i t y ,  w i t h  

they  were v i s i b l e  and vocal  i n  every  form 

t h e  except ions o f  becoming de legates t o  t he  

Conventions, n a t i o n a l  leaders,  

Women l i k e  Mrs. 

Woman's P o l i t i c a l  Union, d i d  

assoc ia t i ons .  They cha i rec  

o r  1  ec tu re rs .  

Lapsworth, t he  p res iden t  o f  t h e  Birmingham 

assume p o s i t i o n s  o f  l eade rsh ip  w i t h i n  female 

female p u b l i c  meetings, addressed t he  member- 

s h i p  on c u r r e n t  i ssues  and 

o r d i n a t e  a g i t a t i o n .  The 

t i c e  o f  one k i n d  o f  work inc-c lass 

cognized as a  d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r  

terms o f  p r o c u r i n g  s igna tu res  

on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Welsh 

causes, and o f  o rgan i z i ng  

suppor t  f o r  t h e  C h a r t i s t  

business, and worked w i t h  male leaders  t o  co- 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  female C h a r t i s t s  i n  t he  prac-  

pressure, " exc lus i ve  deal ing,"  was re-  

i n  i t s  success. T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  

f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p e t i t i o n s  and f o r  those 

"martyrs," o f  c o l l e c t i n g  money f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

s~oc i  a1 o r  p o l i t i c a l  demonstrat ions o f  popul a r  

program was h i g h l y  p ra i sed  by male leaders  and 



w i d e l y  publ  i c i z e d  i n  t h e  Nor thern Star .  I n  genera l ,  t he  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and 

t h e  na tu re  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  work ing- c lass women i n  such areas as South 

Lancashi re  and t h e  West R id i ng  o f  Yorkshi re  werecomparable t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  

male rank  and f i l e .  

The cha rac te r  o f  femin ine r a d i c a l i s m  i n  London was d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

from t h e  complexion o f  p r o v i n c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  many ways. I n  comparison 

t o  t he  mu1 ti face ted  na tu re  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  undertaken by women i n  

o t h e r  C h a r t i s t  cen te rs  a t  t h e  h i gh  p o i n t s  o f  Chartism, r a d i c a l  a c t i v i t y  on 

t h e  p a r t  o f  m e t r o p o l i t a n  women was r a t h e r  exiguous. Whereas a  l a r g e  num- 

be r  o f  female C h a r t i s t s  elsewhere were mot iva ted  by the  f a c t  t h a t  c l ass  

l e g i s l a t i o n  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  domestic sphere, those i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  

e x h i b i t e d  a  sense o f  remoteness form personal s u f f e r i n g .  The few known 

female advocates o f  Chart ism i n  London presented d i f f e r e n t  arguments t o  

j u s t i f y  t h e i r  involvement i n  publ  i c mat te rs .  E l  i zabeth Neesom, Susannah 

Inge, and Mary Anne Walker contended t h a t  an awareness o f  t h e  a b j e c t  pov- 

e r t y  and m is fo r t une  o f  o the rs  compelled them t o  endorse t he  Char ter  as a  

means of a l l e v i a t i n g  s o c i a l  m i se r i es .  These women en te red  i n t o  t h e  

C h a r t i s t  movement because t hey  a l s o  perce ived t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

t o  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p a c i t i e s  i n  t he  s e r v i c e  o f  humanity. O f  

these t h r e e  females, however, o n l y  Miss Inge e x p l i c i t l y  vo iced  t h e  n o t i o n  

t h a t  t he  " f a i r  sex" was s e x u a l l y  oppressed by p reva i  1 i ng standards con- 

ce rn ing  t h e  "prov ince o f  woman ." 
I n  London t he re  were a  few men l i k e  W i l l i a m  Love t t ,  Henry Vincent,  

Charles Neesom, and R u f f y  Rid1 ey, who a c t i v e l y  encouraged women t o  a s p i r e  

t o  g r e a t e r  freedom o f  expression. Al though they  were f avo rab l y  disposed 

towards t he  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  f o r  females, these 

male C h a r t i s t s  d i d  n o t  r e f l e c t  t he  mainstream o f  p u b l i c  op in ion-and i n  



some instances encountered o p p o s i t i o n  from o t h e r  men i n  t he  movement. I n  

t h i s  somewhat more r e c e p t i v e  atmosphere o f  t he  met ropo l i s ,  independent 

women l i k e  Susannah Inge and Mary Anne Walker overstepped customary 

boundaries o f  proper  behavior  t o  become C h a r t i s t  l e c t u r e r s  and t o  speak 

i n  p u b l i c  be fo re  a mixed audience. I n  t h i s  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  openness and 

exper iment t hey  somewhat expanded t he  l a t i t u d e  o f  femin ine expression. 

A c l e a r  app rec ia t i on  o f  t he  markedly d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  and p o l i -  

i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  and m e t r o p o l i t a n  females i s  necessary t o  

determine whether female C h a r t i s t  as a whole can be cons idered e a r l y  femi-  

n i s t s .  I n  general  , t h e r e  was a no t i ceab le  s h i f t  towards a more equal and 

co- opera t i ve  k i n d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  on t he  p a r t  o f  women d u r i n g  t h e  

e a r l y  C h a r t i s t  movement. Some q u a l i f i c a t i o n  must be made i n  regard  t o  

t h i s  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  l e s t  i t  be s t re t ched  beyond t h e  p o i n t  o f  v a l i d i t y .  

F i r s t ,  i n  t he  areas o f  cont inuous femin ine suppor t  o f  Chartism, South 

Lancashire and t h e  West R id i ng  o f  Yorkshire,  t h e r e  was a h i s t o r y  o f  femi-  

n ine  invo lvement  i n  working- class rad ica l i sm.  I n  communities such as 

B rad fo rd  women had taken p a r t  i n  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  p r i o r  t o  

t h e  advent o f  t h e  C h a r t i s t  movement. Second, t he re  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  

t h i s  e f f e c t  o f  g rea te r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  extended beyond t h e  year  1848. 

Working- class women appear t o  have r e t r e a t e d  from r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c s  i n  

t h e  mid- nineteenth century.87 Th i rd ,  t he  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  C h a r t i  sm as 

t h e  breeding ground f o r  feminism suggested by S. Barbara Kanner i n  her  

b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  essay and advanced by  Carol  Bauer and Lawrence R i t t  i n  

Free and Ennobled was based upon London sources, They r e f e r r e d  p r i m a r i l y  -- 

8 7 ~ h i s  i s  t he  t h e s i s  o f  Dorothy Thompson's a r t i c l e ,  "Women and 
Nineteenth-Century Radica l  P o l i t i c s  ," pp. 112-138. 



t o  W i l l i a m  L o v e t t ' s  autob iography and a r t i c l e s  which appeared i n  t he  

Eng l i sh  C h a r t i s t  ~ i r c u l  The more cosmopol i t a n  ou t l ook  and a t t i t u d e s  

o f  a  handfu l  of men and women who moved ou t s i de  t he  mainstream o f  Chart-  

i s t  thought,  should n o t  be considered rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t he  views h e l d  

by t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  C h a r t i s t s .  

I n  Nor thern England t h e  i ssue  o f  female su f f r age  was r a r e l y  d i s -  

cussed by e i t h e r  female o r  male Cha r t i s t s .  I n  general ,  women i n  t he  

manufac tu r ing  d i s t r i c t s  d i d  n o t  express a  d e s i r e  f o r ,  o r  an expec ta t i on  

o f ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  vote.  T h e i r  main concern was t o  o b t a i n  un i ve rsa l  man- 

hood su f f r age ,  because t hey  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  be l i eved  t h a t  t he  en f ranch ise-  

ment o f  work ing- c lass men would l e a d  t o  t he  a b o l i t i o n  o f  c l a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

For themselves they  wanted the  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  homes and 

f u l f i l l  t h e i r  r o l e s  as wives and mothers. 

It i s  o n l y  i n  t he  me t ropo l i s  t h a t  t he  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  e q u a l i t y  

of women was f r equen t l y  endorsed by men l i k e  W i l l i a m  L o v e t t  and by women 

l i k e  Susannah Inge. Wi th  the  excep t ion  o f  t h e  London branch o f  t h e  

Nat iona l  Assoc ia t i on  es tab l i shed  by W i l l i a m  Love t t ,  t he  i ssue  o f  t h e  ad- 

m iss ion  o f  females t o  t he  f r a n c h i s e  never became a  formal p a r t  o f  t h e  

C h a r t i s t  program. To app ly  a  b l anke t  assumption t h a t  a l l ,  o r  even most, 

female and male C h a r t i s t s  were proponents o f  equal s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

r i g h t s  f o r  women i s  t o  obscure t he  cons iderable g u l f  t h a t  e x i s t e d  between 

t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  and m e t r o p o l i t a n  

C h a r t i s t s .  I t  i s  e q u a l l y  i naccu ra te  t o  d i s rega rd  t he  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  

r o l e  o f  work ing- c lass women i n  t he  e a r l y  C h a r t i s t  movement. 

8 8 ~ o r  a  d iscuss ion  o f  these s p e c i f i c  sources see Chapter V. 
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