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Academic Senate

ACADEMIC SENATE MINUTES

Dec. 5, 2012

Call to Order:  Senate Chairperson Chet Cooper called the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

Minutes of the Nov. 7, 2012, meeting were approved.  To view the minutes, go to
<http://www.ysu.edu/acad-senate/1213/minnov12.pdf>. 

  Senate Composition - Chet Cooper, Chair of the Senate, reported:

Millie Rodriquez, Director of Distance Education was unable to attend today's
meeting, she will be on the agenda for the senate meeting in February.

Ohio Faculty Council - Ken Learman was to give the report from Ohio Faculty Council
however, Ken is the Chair of the Professional Conduct Committee which also had a meeting
at this same time. Chet shared that there are presently two cases in front of that committee.

Chet relayed to the senate that there is an OFC meeting next week in Columbus that Ken and
Chet will be attending. Topics on the agenda are issues regarding the funding formula and
other issues from the Governor and Chancellor offices. Denise will add to this information in
the report from Academic Affairs Committee report.

Chet wished everyone Happy Holidays.       

Charter and Bylaws Committee: Chet Cooper

Discussion of proposed amendments to the Academic Senate Charter:

The senate has been notified of proposed amendments to the Charter in accordance
with the Academic Senate Charter.

Approval of amendments to the Charter requires the approval by a majority of
senators attending the meeting, then submitted to faculty at-large with fifty percent of
faculty voting and two-thirds approving, then submitted to the President of the of the
University and the Board of Trustees for ratification.

http://www.ysu.edu/
file:///F|/academic%20senate/1213/minnov12.pdf
file:///F|/academic%20senate/1213/nov12_ucc.pdf
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Main amendments proposed: changes in the wording of the preamble and method of
selecting student senators.

Discussion: J. Vrabel: Student government will now take applications for senate seats
and then appoint based on applications.

Senate Chair asked for motion from Senate to move to vote on acceptance of
amendments: motion to vote by D. Ashe, second Dr. Crist.

Vote to accept amendments to the Senate Charter: I: unanimous, Nae: none, Abstain:
none

Amendments accepted. Amendments will now be sent to faculty for acceptance.

Discussion of proposed changes to the Academic Senate Bylaws:

The senate has been notified of proposed amendments to the Bylaws. After approval
by the Senate there is a nineteen day period in which the action can be challenged.

Main amendments proposed: The Senate Chair can ask someone to call first meeting
of a senate committee, bring the Bylaws into accordance with OFC, proposal for some
committees to be eliminated (Outreach, Planning, and Integrated Technologies
Committees), clarification of committee members, and formal approval of the action
taken by the Senate Executive Committee, prior to the start of the fall semester, in
acting on changing the General Education Committee.

Discussion: C. Lamb raised the concern of the elimination of the Planning Committee
in that part of this committee's mission was to set specific time slots for scheduling of
courses and leaving open times for Academic Senate meetings. Students have been
complaining that they have trouble scheduling classes because some departments do
not abide by the specified time slots and therefore the students may only be able to
take one course instead of taking two or three.

The Charter and Bylaws Committee did consider these issues, however this committee
has not met for the last couple of years and therefore have not been active.

Chet, in discussion with Senators mentioned that in the OEA Agreement has
addressed the issue of leaving open the time for Academic Senate meeting. However,
no one from Administration knew if the issue of specific time slots for classes was
addressed in any other documentation.

Chet asked if it would be alright if the duty of designating time slots were assigned to
another committee? This solution was agreeable.

Senate Chair asked for motion from Senate to approve amendments: Motion by D.
Fagan, Second by Dr. Crist.

Vote to approve proposed amendments to Senate Bylaws: I: unanimous, Nae: none,
Abstain: none

The amendments to the Bylaws are approved by the Senate.

The change will require further action by the Executive Committee, after challenge
period has expired.
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Academic Affairs Committee: Denise Narcisse

The committee had met to discuss how they might help YSU implement the report from the
Chancellor's office titled "Complete College Ohio". This report discusses how the plan is to
be implemented. The main message of the report is acceleration and intensity in an effort to
increase the number of Ohioans who obtain a college degree. These efforts should be
intensified and accelerated by the end of this month. Universities should be ready to develop
campus completion plans, with this in mind the committee will ask to meet with
administration to see the plan. Good news is that YSU is already active in initiatives in this
area. Along with this development the senate has to consider if and how the cap on part-time
faculty will affect full-time faculty and student retention, performance, and graduation rates.
The committee will keep the senate informed of any developments.

Q. N. Pierre: Does the report connect to secondary education and who's responsibility is it to
reach out to accomplish this initiative?

A. D. Narcisse: Secondary schools and colleges are to collaborate so that students are ready
for college when they enter. Local schools and YSU should reach out to each other. It is not
one sides responsibility rather a joint responsibility. Her experience is there has been some
connection between high schools and YSU, how well this is developed she can not say.

Chet shared that he had sent the link to this report to the Student Academic Affairs,
Academic Standards, and the Senate Executive Committees to get their comments.

D. Narcisse mentioned that it is clear in reading the report this is not a one time process
rather an ongoing process.

Chet relayed that this report will be discussed at OFC next week.

M. Vopat: Mentioned that the State of Ohio is passing down to the universities and high
schools to make this happen, yet there is no funding assistance offered and when graduation
rates do not improve the universities and high schools will be held accountable.

J. Beatrice: She was on one of the working groups in Columbus that developed this report.

D. Narcisse: Denise did notice that she had seen Jeanelle was on the list of members, that is
good news that we are involved in some of the activities.

B. Korenic, Chair of Academic Standards Committee, this committee will be meeting on
Thursday and the report is on the agenda to be discussed.

Unfinished Business:   None

 

New business:  

J. Lyons asked if there had been any response to the letter that Chet had read at the last
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meeting regarding parking issues.

Chet said there had been no response.

Adjournment:  The Academic Senate adjourned at 4:36 p.m.

Sign-in Sheet

 

Return to Top of Page

Return to Senate Homepage

For further information, e-mail Carol Lamb.

http://www.ysu.edu/acad-senate/
mailto:cmlamb@ysu.edu
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