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Introduction

private financing and construction of prisons

private industry involvement; and management and operation of the whole correctional 

facility by a private contractor 

 private financing and 

construction of prisons



 
 

private industry involvement in prisons

rendering services to the prison by private contractors
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Literature Review
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Data Analysis and Findings 
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Prison and 

Jail Inmates Midyear 2006 

Privatized State



 
 

Privatized State

Census of State 

and Federal Correctional Facilities 2005 
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Low-to-Non Privatized States 

Prison and 

Jail Inmates Midyear 2006 Census of State and Federal Correctional Facilities 2005

Low-to-Non Privatized States 
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Conclusion 

What are the factors that lead a state to privatize its prison system?

What legal standards have been put in place that support and maintain 

privatization? 

In terms of cost, are private prison states saving more money per inmate per 

day than low-to-non privatized states? 



 
 

How do staffing levels compare statewide?  

How do states monitor privatization? 

What measures have been taken to correct the issues of the past in terms of 

maintaining ethical standards in regards to quality confinement?  

1. There are specific reasons why states choose to privatize.



 
 

2. Cost savings is the main reason why states in the private sector chose to privatize 

one or more prisons.  

3. Privatization produces more desirable outcomes. 

4. Legal statutes play an important role in whether or not privatization is 

maintained

5. Operating costs are significantly lowest in privatized states than public states. 

6. Low-to-non privatized prisons have a higher inmate-to-staff ratio than private 

ones. 
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