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A Youngstown State University stu-
dent was admitted to St. Elizabeth Health 
Center late Wednesday night after report-
edly being beaten. After several days in 
the intensive care unit, the circumstances 
behind his injuries have the university, 
students, his family and the YSU Greek 
system looking for answers.

According to a police report, ReSean 
Yancey, 20, was admitted to St. Elizabeth 
Health Center by a “lifelong friend” at 8 
p.m. on Wednesday. The friend left before 

ReSean Yancey’s mother and grandpar-
ents arrived. 

Police arrived at 10:45 a.m. on Thurs-
day and observed that ReSean Yancey had 
been “assaulted and beaten by unknown 
subjects causing injuries, concussion and 
contusions all over his body,” the report 
stated.

The father of the person who report-
edly took ReSean Yancey to the hospital 
was contacted by The Jambar, but had 
“no answers” about the events that led to 
ReSean Yancey’s hospitalization and was 
unable to contact his son at that time.

According to the police report, offi-
cers asked ReSean Yancey’s mother and 

grandmother about any recent suspicious 
activity. The two told police that ReSean 
Yancey was “going out late at night” and 
wearing extra layers of clothing because 
“he was hurting,” the report stated.

Officers were unable to interview Re-
Sean Yancey due to his critical condition, 
but the young man’s family “indicated 
they feel this may be the results of a haz-
ing,” the report stated.

“In this case, no one knows exactly, or 
even peripherally, what happened at this 
point,” Ron Cole, director of university 
communications, said on Friday. “But we 

Student hospitalized, family suspects hazing
Doug Livingston
MANAGING EDITOR
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Youngstown State Univer-
sity is taking a closer look at 
a law that has been around 
since 1976, and organizations 
that may once have been able 
to show movies on campus 
will now have to pay a $350 
licensing fee. 

The law prohibits the pub-
lic showing of movies and 
states that showing movies on 
campus, without permission, 
is considered a copyright in-
fringement. 

This law covers all mov-
ies played outside the home, 
regardless of ownership.

“You just can’t start en-
forcing something that’s been 
around forever but has been 
over looked in the past,” ju-
nior Stephanie Furman said. 
“That’s going to be hard for 
students to follow if they nev-
er knew it was a rule before. 
It’s going to be impossible to 
enforce.” 

YSU has followed the law 
in the past, and the licensing 
fees were pulled from the 
budget set aside for expenses. 

The Office of Campus 
Recreation and Student Pro-
gramming has looked into 
helping student organizations 
with the fees in the past. 

“Our mission as a depart-
ment is to do the best we can 
to assist and collaborate with 
student organizations.  Each 
movie is subject to a licensing 

Groups must 
pay to screen 

movies on 
campus
Alina Rios

REPORTER
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The search for Youngstown State Uni-
versity’s next chief of police has been 
narrowed down to three candidates from 
a field of 18.

Shannon Tirone, head of the search 
committee, said interviews will be con-
ducted this week. Open forums will also 
be held Tuesday through Thursday for 
members of the YSU community to ask 

the candidates questions.
“We’ll make a recommendation on 

Friday, if not Monday at the latest,” 
Tirone said. “By the 13th or 14th, we’re 
hoping to have something done, the can-
didate contacted and get their paperwork 
to [human resources].”

Tirone feels the group is moving as 
quickly as possible, despite the former 
chief, John Gocala, retiring Jan. 31.

“Obviously with [his retirement], there 
is no desire to leave it vacant,” Tirone 
said. “Lt. [Michael] Cretella will do a 

great job filling in, but he has no desire to 
stay in that position.”

Mark Machan, the chief of the Milford 
Police Department, will hold court Tues-
day at 1 p.m. He boasts 28 years of expe-
rience, with 15 in chief positions.

John Beshara, Mahoning County 
sheriff, will be available for questioning 
Wednesday at 2 p.m. Two of his three pro-
fessional references are Sheriff Randall 
Wellington and Gocala.

Jordan D. Uhl
NEWS EDITOR

YSU searches for new chief of police
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Artist Bill Dugan tattoos U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Justin Bator at the newly established Blue Magic in downtown Youngstown. 
Photo by Chris Cotelesse/The Jambar.

Downtown Youngstown just got 
some fresh ink. Located on West Fed-
eral Street, Blue Magic is the newest 
addition to the city’s business district.

The tattoo shop is owned and oper-
ated by Tim Adair, a former Mahon-
ing County deputy sheriff. He said 
he wanted to get into the business for 
a while, but only recently followed 
through.

“I knew if I didn’t do it, I’d always 
be thinking, ‘What if?’” he said.

He took the name of his shop from 
the 2007 Denzel Washington film 
“American Gangster” about a heroin 
dealer who labels his product blue 
magic.

“In the movie, he calls his heroin 
blue magic, saying it’s a superior 
product for a better price, and that’s 
what we’re trying to do here. We have 
better art at a somewhat better price,” 

Adair said. 
He gathered local artists with more 

than two decades of combined expe-
rience. Their styles range from the 
traditional gray and black associated 

with urban communities to vivid col-
ors.

“We’ve got something for every-

Blue Magic brands Youngstown
Chris Cotelesse
ONLINE EDITOR

Tattoo parlor open for business downtown
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In Thursday’s issue of The Jambar, we incorrectly labeled the 
Game of Hope photo on the front page. The photo is from the 
spring 2011 game, not the fall 2010 game. We regret the error. 

do know with a certain 
amount of certainty that it did 
not happen on campus. And 
that doesn’t mean that we are 
not taking this any more or 
less seriously.”	

YSU fraternity presidents 
are denying any allegations 
of hazing, which have also 
been denounced by the uni-
versity. 

“Obviously, if this was 
a situation where there was 
any sort of hazing of any sort 
with any sort of fraternity 
on campus, or probably off 
campus for that matter, it’s a 
situation that the university is 
going to obviously look into 
and take the steps that are 
necessary to ensure that that 
kind of stuff never happens 
again,” Cole said.

Hazing is illegal under 
state law and fraternity poli-
cy. But some say that polic-
ing the Greek system is eas-
ier said than done.

“I don’t necessarily think 
that it’s the fault of the uni-
versity,” said Demaine 
Kitchen, ReSean Yancey’s 
uncle. “You can regulate or-
ganizations, but I don’t think 
you can really oversee them 
in terms of their day-to-day 
activities.”

Kitchen and the university 
have a shared interest in Re-
Sean Yancey’s recovery and 
the capture of his alleged as-
sailants.

“Our campus police are 
working with the YPD,” 
Cole said. “Our main hope 
now is that the student who 

has been injured gets well. … 
Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the student.”

What happened
It’s a matter of putting the 

pieces together as witnesses 
come forward, but safety is 
an issue for those who talk.

“I just need to make sure 
my son is going to be safe,” 
Shaunda Yancey said Friday 
afternoon, outside of her 
son’s hospital room in the in-
tensive care unit at St. Eliza-
beth Health Center.

Shaunda Yancey refused 
any further comment, and 
Kitchen respects her silence 
and is concerned for the fam-
ily’s safety.

“If there are threats,” 
Kitchen said he told Shaunda 
Yancey, “we need to know 
who these threats are coming 
from so we can get them off 
the streets.”

Last week marked YSU’s 
rush week, as hopeful pledg-
es called “potentials” scoped 
out fraternities and sororities 
at YSU. 

No records indicated that 
ReSean Yancey was part of, 
or was rushing for, any YSU 
fraternity.

Interfraternity Council 
President Dylan Thomas 
knew nothing about the in-
cident. He is vehemently 
against hazing and cautions 
the IFC fraternities to abstain 
from such behavior. The fra-
ternities have a set amount 
of pledges they can take, and 
under IFC regulation, no al-
cohol can be consumed dur-
ing rush week.

“There is no hazing, pe-
riod,” Thomas said on Mon-
day. “If it happens, they’re 
gone. … It’s cut and dry.”

Fraternities align
Fraternity presidents 

across campus reiterated 
Thomas’ response. Six of 
the nine fraternities were 
contacted and all refuted any 
such behavior.

“I’m not aware of any 
of it,” said Jimmy Mszan-
ski, president of Sigma Chi. 
“All I know is my fraternity 
doesn’t haze, and we are re-
ally strict to that code.”

Along with criminal 
charges, Sigma Chi’s na-
tionals would revoke their 
charter if any such behavior 
surfaced.

“We don’t take any part 
of that,” said Gerald Gipson, 
president of Omega Psi Phi. 
“I can’t stress it enough.” 

While all fraternities who 
responded denounced haz-
ing, some were less likely to 
rule out the possibility of it 
happening at YSU.

“I don’t even know how 
it’s possible for the situation 
to come up. Now I’m not 
saying it hasn’t happened,” 
said Michael Koziorynsky, 
president of Alpha Phi Del-
ta. He added that hazing is 
something only alumni talk 
about as a thing of the past. 

The cause for ReSean 
Yancey’s alleged assault 
is yet undetermined. But 
the student remained in the 
hospital over the weekend. 
Kitchen said his nephew is 
still “shaken” and “unwilling 
to talk.”

He said he hopes that wit-
nesses will come forward.

“Enough is enough,” he 
said. “People go to college. 
Their parents send them off 
to college to get an educa-
tion, not to end their lives.”

CORRECTION
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Tirone said these references 
don’t give Beshara any advan-
tage over his competition.

“We haven’t even gotten to 
that stage,” Tirone said.

Beshara said he feels his 23 
years working as an intermit-
tent officer at YSU gives him a 
leg up on the competition.

“This is my university,” 
Beshara said. He received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from YSU, and his children are 
prospective YSU students.

“I know the buildings, the 
people, the students and the 
staff,” Beshara said. “Whatever 
challenges arise, I’ll handle 
them as best I can.”

Thursday, Mark Hall, chief 
of police in Clarion Borough, 
Pennsylvania, will answer 
questions at 1 p.m.

A college town, Clarion pro-
vides Hall with an experience 
similar to the to the YSU Po-
lice Department job. However, 
the town lacks the mid-size 
population off campus, which 
makes the job particularly chal-
lenging.

“Although Mike is going to 
do a fantastic job for us, we’re 
anxious to get a full-time chief 
of police on board,” Tirone 
said. 

Cretella and Hall declined 
to comment on the status of 
the search. Attempts to reach 
Machan were unsuccessful.

CHIEF PAGE 1
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 CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSING
For rent, 1 or 2 bedroom 
apartments starting at $200.00 
plus utilities. Also taking 
applications for June on 
apartments and houses. For 
information call 330-743-3887.

Two bedroom apartments for 
rent. One block from YSU. 
All utilities plus cable/internet 
included in rent. Call 330-720-
0964 or 330-770-4472. $400.

LOOKING FOR A RESPONSIBLE 
PERSON to rent home. Located 
in Youngstown on upper north 
side Crandall Park Historical 
DIstrict just off Fifth Avenue two 
blocks from Gypsy Lane. Quiet 
neighborhood, beautifully well-
maintained restored two story 
brick home. 3 bedrooms with 
a finished attic. Alarm system 
available. Please call 330-881-
8735. Owner requests a non-
smoker with no pets.

A U.S. Campus Communities Student Facility

Proudly developed by In cooperation with

Apply on-line at www.FlatsatWick.com

(330.743.5287)

So hurry and reserve your space for Fall!  
Sign a lease for FALL 2012  
by February 14 and get Fall 2011 rates!
The Flats at Wick is a brand new student only housing  
complex located just a block away from the YSU Campus.  
This fully furnished and secure community features 21st 
century technology, a state-of-the-art monitoring system, 
secure key card entry and gated parking. The Flats at Wick is 
Financial Aid and Scholarship friendly – housing over 113 beds 
and o�ers 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom suites. Now accepting all 
YSU students. Hurry, limited space is available on a �rst 
come �rst serve basis!

   Internet

Applications
Are Piling Up!

Facebook/Flatsatwick.com

CHICKEN DINNER  
$6.50 

Wednesdays, 1130 AM-1PM  
BAKED CHICKEN (LIGHT OR DARK)* 

VEGETABLE*MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY*  
SALAD* BREAD*DESSERT AND  
BOTTOMLESS COFFEE OR TEA  

 
ST. JOHN S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

323 Wick Ave. - Youngstown 
 

 
Take out available 

330.743.3175 
 

 

$5.00 at the door
$1.00 refills any mug
with Bud Lite

706  Steel Street 
330-792-7077

College mug night 

Wednesday

County Maigh EO Tavern

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN – PART-TIME 
CLERK TYPIST II– YOUNGSTOWN CIVIL SERVICE 

COMMISSION - $14.02 PER HOUR. 
Work hours will be Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. and when needed 

for Saturday examinations. The employee in this position performs office work involving all aspects 
of the operation of the Civil Service Office.   Graduation from high school, including supplemental 
course work in business practices or any equivalent combination of experience and training.    Ap-
plicant should have thorough knowledge of modern office practices, procedures, and equipment; 
familiarity with Windows-based word processing, email, and internet browser programs; must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and Office applications; standard record maintenance; abil-
ity to compile examination statistics; considerable knowledge of business English, grammatical 
structure, spelling and arithmetic; ability to maintain complex clerical records and prepare accurate 
reports; to exercise good judgment, courtesy, and tact in dealing with the public; ability to acquire 
rapidly a thorough knowledge of governing statutes and policies pertinent to appropriate municipal 
operation; excellent typing/word processing skills; applicants should be extremely trustworthy and 
sensitive to the confidential nature of the civil service examination process and personnel mat-
ters.  All candidates for employment with the City of Youngstown must be a resident of Mahoning 
County or an Ohio County that is adjacent to Mahoning County at time of hire. Applicant’s ap-
plying for City Resident Bonus Credit must show proof of residency by providing the following: 
Driver’s License, Bank Statements, Utility Bills, Mortgage Release/Lease, and/or Insurance State-
ments. In order to be considered applicants must submit four (4) different proofs of residency from 
one (1) year ago and four (4) current proofs of residency.  Applications accepted at the Youngstown 
Civil Service Commission Office, 7th floor, City Hall, Youngstown, Ohio, from January 30, 2012, 
through February 10, 2012.  Hours:  8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  Examination will be given on Saturday, 
February 18, 2012, starting at 10:00 A.M. at Youngstown State University.  To qualify for Veteran’s 
Bonus, submit a copy of DD-214 when application is filed.  

fee for every time it is shown. 
That being said, it is cost pro-
hibitive for the university to 
be able to assist to pay for 
these fees,” said Carrie An-
derson, coordinator of pro-
grams and marketing for the 
Office. 

According to the law, the 
manager of the venue where 
the movie is shown (in this 
case, YSU) is held responsi-
ble if a license is not attained. 
This can result in copyright 
infringement fees and penal-
ties. 

To avoid this, public per-
formance licensing rights and 
licensed movies must be pur-
chased through Swank Mo-
tion Pictures. 

Once a license is pur-
chased, a public viewing is 
permissible. 

There are strict rules and 
guidelines when showing the 
licensed movie. For example, 
the movie can only be shown 
in the venue it was applied 
for. Additionally, it must be 
returned immediately after 
the viewing.

YSU helps student orga-
nizations with these expenses 
by providing free room rent-
als in buildings like Kilcaw-
ley Center, along with De-
Bartolo and Cushwa halls. 
Students are also able to ap-
ply for Student Government 
Association funds to help 
cover the fees. 

If an organization played 
a movie without obtaining a 
license, there could be legal 
repercussions. 

“If a student group breaks 
the federal copyright law by 
showing a movie without 
purchasing a license, it is a 
violation of the student code 
of conduct. When we become 
aware of it, our judicial board 
will take action on both the 
individual students involved 
and the student organization,” 
Anderson said. 

Instructors are exempt 
from obtaining a license if 
they receive permission from 
Swank Motion Pictures. 
However, in order to do so, 
they must prove the connec-
tion between the movie and 
the class material. 

The movie must also be a 
part of the syllabus and can 
only be presented in the regu-
larly used classroom. 

“I don’t think we’ll be 
showing movies. We can’t af-
ford it now,” said Fiona Kelly, 
president of the Room of Re-
quirement. “It is the rule. It’s 
not YSU’s fault. So I guess 
we’ll just have to follow it.”

MOVIES PAGE 1

Ray Charles’ son to 
lecture at YSU

Ray Charles Robinson Jr., 
the oldest son of famous mu-
sician Ray Charles, is set to 
speak at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 16 
in Kilcawley Center as a part 
of the Skeggs Lecture Series. 
The lecture, titled “Character, 
Education, Self-Reliance and 
Intellectual Independence,” 
is free and open to the pub-
lic. Seating is on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Robinson 
will also attend a screening 
of the movie about his father, 
“Ray”, at 2 p.m. on Feb. 16 in 
the auditorium of Williamson 
Hall. A Q-and-A session will 
be held after the screening.

Career day set for 
March 3

Pamela Gay, an astrono-
mer, writer and podcaster, will 
be the featured speaker at the 
15th annual Women in Sci-
ence and Engineering Career 
Day on March 3. This event 
will last from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. It is specifically designed 
to expose young women in 
middle and high school to ca-
reer opportunities in science 
and technology. Gay is an as-
sistant research professor of 
graduate studies and research 
at Southern Illinois University 
at Edwardsville and executive 
director of the Astrosphere 
New Media Association. 

Student apologizes 
to instructor for 
‘confrontational 

attitude’

On Thursday morning, a 
YSU police officer reported 
to DeBartolo Hall to speak 
with an English instructor who 
felt threatened by the actions 
of one of her students during 
class. The instructor told the 
officer that she and the student 
were planning to meet, along 
with another member of the 
English department, and re-
quested the officer’s presence 
at the meeting. The officer told 
the student that his “confronta-
tional attitude” in class was not 
acceptable and that if it con-
tinued, he would be removed 
from campus. The student said 
he lost his temper due to fi-
nancial aid issues — but that 
it wouldn’t happen again. The 
student then apologized, and 
the instructor allowed him to 
return to her class. 

Phone snatched, 
returned in 

Kilcawley House

Early Thursday, a YSU 
police officer reported to 
Kilcawley House in reference 
to a theft. The female student 
told the officer that she was 
washing clothes in the base-
ment, then went back up to her 
room to get something. When 
she returned to the basement, 
she noticed that her phone was 
missing, and an intense search 
of Kilcawley House ensued. 
The phone — with a note stat-
ing, “nice game we played but 
now the cops R being called 
game over until next time Ap-
plez” — was eventually found 
in a stairwell.

body,” he said. “All kinds of people come in 
here.”

Both young and old come into his shop. He’s 
seen business professionals and slackers get 
inked. Adair even tattooed one of his former col-
leagues from the sheriff’s department.

Artist Josh Fellows said tattoos have such a 
broad appeal because they are inherently per-
sonal.

“I think when you put something on some-
one’s body, and it’s there forever, it becomes sa-
cred,” he said.

“It’s a place where you can express yourself 
freely. There’s no wrong way to do art,” Bill Du-
gan said.

Dugan said it is an intimate experience and 
enjoys the satisfaction of helping people express 
themselves.

And with the pleasure comes a measure of 
pain. Tattoo guns have several sharp needles in-
jecting ink deep below the layers of skin. Some-
times the artists have to stop in the middle and 
give it a rest.

Dugan said men are more likely to need a 
break.

“Girls are tough, and they get them in tough 
places, too,” he said. 

Dugan said parts of the body like the feet and 
ribcage are more sensitive, and they are popular 
locations for women to get a tattoo.

“There’s not a lot of meat. It’s just skin and 
bone,” he said.

So far, Adair and the other artists said they’ve 
been well received in the community, but some 
people still have a negative view of their genre 

of art.
“Sometimes we get a bad name,” Dugan said. 

“Don’t judge something until you understand it.”
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Eric Monroe, welder by day, waits in the lobby 
at Blue Magic for his latest tattoo: the initals 
of his recently deceased father. Photo by Chris 
Cotelesse/The Jambar.



Sidney Michael Hill Jr. 
didn’t feel normal when he 
woke up Monday morning. A 
tranquil blue sky in early Feb-
ruary would typically bring 
a smile to one’s face, yet the 
baby-faced 16-year-old ap-
peared troubled. Exactly one 
year ago, his older brother’s 
life was cut short by gunfire.

“It just doesn’t even feel 
like a regular day,” he said.

Jamail Johnson, Sidney 
Michael Hill Jr.’s older broth-
er, was 25 years old when 
shooters opened fire on his 
fraternity’s house on Indiana 
Avenue. He was the second 
to fall prey to gun violence 
in a year that claimed 21 
Youngstown lives.

Sidney Michael Hill Jr. 
said he hopes that others in the 
area, especially the younger 
generations, will realize, as a 
result of his brother’s pass-
ing, that it’s better to solve 
disputes through a diplomatic 
approach.

“Violence is never the an-
swer,” he said. 

Shirlene Hill, Johnson’s 
mother, has carried on as her 
son’s voice, that of a peace-
maker. To commemorate his 
life, the lives of the 11 indi-
viduals injured in the incident 
and the 20 other lives lost in 
2011, she organized a “Stop 
the Violence” walk.

Approximately 100 fam-
ily members, friends and 
members of the Youngstown 
State University community 
gathered at the corner of Ha-
zel Street and Rayen Avenue 
near the Williamson College 
of Business Administration 
at 3 p.m. on Monday before 
marching to campus.

The walk was silent, de-
spite an occasional sniffle and 
a brief respite for prayer at the 
Jamail Johnson remembrance 
tree.

The crowd filed up cam-
pus, snaking through the inner 
core along Kilcawley Center 
before culminating in the au-
ditorium in DeBartolo Hall, 
where a brief tribute was held. 

Participants read the 
names of the 11 wounded in 
the Feb. 6 shooting and those 
who have fallen in the past 
year.

“Burying them one at a 

time is not making an im-
pact, but to see all … at one 
time [will] make an impact,” 
Shirlene Hill said. “They need 
to see what it’s doing to us as 
a community.”

Former brothers of Ome-
ga Psi Phi, the fraternity of 
which Johnson was a mem-
ber, presented Shirlene Hill 
with a proclamation on behalf 
of Doug Franklin, mayor of 
Warren, declaring Feb. 6 Ja-
mail Earl Johnson Day.

Others took the opportuni-
ty to stand behind the lectern 
to speak.

“We need this vio-
lence to stop in the city of 
Youngstown,” said William 
Blake, director of the YSU 
Office of Student Diversity. 
“Write to the mayor, your 
councilmen.”

Blake called for the city to 
hold “amnesty days,” where 
area residents who illegally 
possess firearms can turn 
them in to police without be-
ing punished or arrested. 

“We’ve got to come to-
gether. This has to stop,” 
Shirlene Hill said. “This year 

has been the most devastating 
year of my life.”

She thanked those in at-
tendance for their support and 
prayers, saying they helped 
her get by. 

The inspiration for the walk 
came in a vision. Thanks-
giving night, Hill said she 
awoke with a message from 
God. After losing her son, she 
struggled to find things in her 
life she was thankful for. Yet 
she felt compelled to endure, 
finding joy in the 25 years 
she shared with him before he 
passed. 

“At 25, he was still listen-
ing to me,” Shirlene Hill said.

Johnson was active in the 
community, volunteering at 
Wilson Middle School as a 
tutor and mentor. 

“Jamail stood for what is 
right,” Hill said. “From the 
day he came into this world, 
to the day he left, it was noth-
ing but goodness.”

She said Johnson brought 
joy to the entire family.

“My word for him is ‘awe-
some,’” said Deborah Whit-
low, Johnson’s great aunt. 

She recalled an incident when 
Johnson was 3 years old. He 
comforted her as she mourned 
the loss of her older sister.

“I remember his little 
hands tapping me on the 
shoulder telling me, ‘Aunt 
Debbie, it’s going to be all 
right.’ He was always hug-
ging, always had something 
nice to say,” Whitlow said.

Shirlene Hill said John-
son’s father, Earl Johnson, 
was instrumental in his up-
bringing, assisting with mem-
orization of Bible verses and 
encouraging community in-
volvement. 

Sidney Hill, Johnson’s 
stepfather, said Johnson 
would serve as mediator when 
his parents had disagree-
ments, furthering his image as 
peacemaker.

“He was loving and genu-
inely nice,” Sidney Hill said. 
“There’s no words that can 
explain. He gets a lot of pub-
licity, but it’s just him, be-
cause he’s a genuinely nice 
person.”

Sidney Hill was struck 
hard by Johnson’s death. 

“It’s just one of those 
things you wish you can turn 
back the hands of time and 
change things. It hurts, and it 
hurts a lot,” he said.

Throughout the past year, 
Shirlene Hill hasn’t suc-
cumbed to the pressures of 
grief.

“Little does she know she 
makes me strong,” Sidney 
Hill said. “I don’t see how she 
does it. I really don’t.”

“She’s a very strong per-
son,” Whitlow said. “I never 
in a million years would have 
thought our family would 
have gone through this and 
never with Jamail. His life 
was just geared for good 
things.”

Whitlow said Johnson 
could look back on his short 
life and be more proud of his 
accomplishments than she 
can with hers.

Shirlene Hill now seeks 
justice.

“Those people, I can’t 
even call them men, may get 
a life sentence, but I also got 
a life sentence. They took my 
son,” she said.
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Johnson’s mother organizes ‘Stop the Violence’ walk
Jordan D. Uhl
NEWS EDITOR

Shirlene Hill walks through campus hand in hand with her son Sidney Michael Hill Jr. and Daryl Cameron, district keeper of finance for the 
fourth district of Omega Psi Phi, in remembrance of her first-born son, Jamail Johnson, who lost his life in an off-campus shooting last year. 
The walk started near the Williamson College of Business Administration and ended in DeBartolo Hall where Shirlene Hill spoke to honor her 
son. Photo by Marissa McIntyre/The Jambar.

One day after an off-campus shoot-
ing took the life of student Jamail John-
son and injured 11 others, Gov. John 
Kasich spoke on campus to offer solu-
tions to a shaken community.

Kasich came equipped with solu-
tions for Youngstown, including plans 
to cultivate a relationship with the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol and the Ohio De-
partment of Public Safety, and to make 
an effort to enhance gun and alcohol 
control. 

“I will do everything that I can. I 
can’t turn water into wine, and I can’t 
promise the moon, but there are some 
specific things that we can do to help. 
We stand ready and willing to part-
ner with you to make this community 
stronger, safer and more prosperous,” 
Kasich said in a press conference one 
year ago. “Johnson will not have died 
in vain.”

Youngstown State University Presi-
dent Cynthia Anderson said she gives 
Kasich a lot of credit.

“He set up meetings with us in Co-
lumbus to talk with the department of 
safety,” she said. Anderson attended 
those meetings the same week as the 
shooting. “He literally must have made 

the calls while he was up here.”
According to statistics released by 

the Youngstown Police Department, 
the violent crime rate dropped in 2011. 

In 2010, 673 violent crimes were 
committed in Youngstown. There were 
569 in 2011.

Murder, forcible rape, aggravated 
assault and robbery classify as vio-
lent crime. 

Rob Nichols, Kasich’s press secre-
tary, said there are plans for the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol to work in con-
junction with the Youngstown Police 
Department. The announcement for the 
collaboration will be made in the near 

future. 
Nichols said the collaboration would 

strengthen safety in the area and focus 
on controlling firearms and liquor.

“We feel very strongly about safety,” 
Nichols said. “This was such a tragedy, 
and it was important for [Kasich] to be 
there.”

Lt. Michael Cretella of the 
Youngstown State University Police 
Department said the university has a 
close relationship with the Youngstown 
Police Department. 

“We let them know what’s going on, 
and they let us know what is going on,” 
Cretella said. 

As part of their rules and regula-
tions, the YSU Police Department reg-
ularly patrols events and house parties 
of sanctioned fraternities.

Cretella said that in the event a non-
sanctioned fraternity would request 
patrol, YSU Police would work some-
thing out. 

“We do not want to see anyone get 
hurt,” Cretella said. “We want them to 
have a successful event.” 

Cretella said he would like to see 
more officers on patrol in order to work 
even closer with the Youngstown Po-
lice Department.  

Anderson said that YSU was safe 
before the incident occurred. 

“We were all given a wake-up call 
of how precious someone’s life is. We 
realize what a hero Jamail is,” Ander-
son said. 

Anderson also plans to create a Cen-
ter for Nonviolence at YSU.

“This is something I really want to 
look into,” Anderson said. She added 
that she has heard of other universities 
with groups that have benefited from 
similar programs. 

“If we can engage students, then we 
can learn to value respect, life and one 
another. You’ve heard me say this a 
million times before, but I believe that 
our students teach us every day,” An-
derson said. 

Off-campus shooting sparks safety solutions
Marissa McIntyre
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

One year ago, Gov. John Kasich amd Youngstown State University President Cynthia 
Anderson grieved over the loss of Jamail Johnson. Both plan to uphold their promises to 
improve safety in the community. Jambar file photos.
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‘A little Jamail in all of them’

Every day since her son’s 
death, Shirlene Hill drives 
past Jamail Johnson’s grave 
on her way to work. She 
greets him in the morning and 
says goodnight to him as she 
drives home. 

Hill lost her son a year 
ago, but the brothers of Ome-
ga Psi Phi have tried to fill the 
gap since.

“They are awesome men. 
That’s all I know. Jamail is 
gone, and I know he is in 
heaven with my father,” she 
said. “But he left me with five 
other sons that I truly call my 
sons.”

A year after the off-
campus shooting, Johnson’s 
mother has not lost sight of 
what Omega Psi Phi repre-
sents.  

“The brotherhood, the to-
getherness, the love. These 
young men that he crossed 
over with, they haven’t 
missed a beat,” Hill said.

Hill added that the broth-
ers have been there every step 
of the way.

“When it first happened, 
they were at the door. I can 
recall them sitting around me, 
talking to me, consoling me,” 
she said. “It’s unbelievable 
how much they have done for 
me. It’s hard, but they made 
this journey easier for me.”

She expressed her grati-
tude for all of the kind ges-
tures she received from the 
young men.

“I turned 50. … They were 
there for me and took me to 
dinner,” she said. “Within the 
past month, I get flowers ev-
ery Sunday.”

Hill was once skeptical of 
the stereotype associated with 
fraternities, but her son’s ded-
ication changed her perspec-
tive.

“In the beginning, I was 
one of those mothers where 
fraternities to me made me 
really reluctant, and I was 
scared, and didn’t want Ja-
mail to be a part,” she said. 
“But Jamail made up his mind 
that this is what he wanted to 
do. And I can truly say, it’s 
broadened my horizon to 
know fraternities are good.”

Hill said she has noth-
ing but positive things to say 
about Omega Psi Phi and the 
rest of YSU Greek life.

“If I had to put a price on 
it, there would be no price. 
All of the fraternities and 
sororities at YSU have come 
together in love and you can’t 
put a price on that,” Hill said. 

“This has 
made them 
closer.”

She said 
the fraternity 
c o m p l e t e d 
Johnson, and 
he was proud 
to be a part 
of it. 

The broth-
ers of the 
Zeta Gamma 
chapter re-
cently gave 
money to-
ward John-
s o n ’ s 
Youngstown State University 
scholarship. 

Hill and her husband, Sid-
ney, agreed that the brothers 
can stop by anytime. 

“I’ve always been that 
mother that, no matter what, 
they can call me. I don’t care 
if it’s 2 or 3 o’clock in the 
morning, and I’ll be there,” 
she said. 

Hill added that all of the 
things the brothers once stood 
for still stand even after the 
tragedy. 

Steve Lemley, a YSU 
graduate and member of the 
Zeta Gamma chapter of Ome-
ga Psi Phi when the incident 
occurred, often stops over the 
house to visit Johnson’s fam-
ily. 

“We’re here for you,” he 
said to Hill when visiting the 
home Thursday evening.

“If it wasn’t for you guys, 
I adon’t know where I’d be. 
I love you so much, Steve. 

I love all of 
you guys. 
You’re my 
son,” Hill 
said to Lem-
ley as they 
embraced. 

“ T h a t ’ s 
my baby,” 
she said.

L e m l e y , 
26, remem-
bers Johnson 
as a brother, 
friend and 
peacemaker.

“What can 
you not say 

about Jamail?” he said. “He 
brought me in and introduced 
me to his family, and when I 
couldn’t make it home for the 
holidays, I was spending time 
with them. They welcomed 
me in with open arms.”

Lemley said Johnson was 
constantly laughing and was 
full of life. He recalled his 
favorite memories with John-
son.

“There was never a dull, 
down moment with him. 
Never. Ever. We would sit 
up most nights and just laugh 
about everything under the 
sun,” he said. “He snored so 
loud all the time. He said it 
was because of his allergies. 
That’s one of my favorite 
memories of him.”

Lemley graduated in the 
spring and said he misses his 
dear friend and appreciates 
all of the things Johnson did 
for the community and his 
family.

“I just love him to death. 
But Mother Hill, she lost 
one but gained five more,” 
he said. “And all we can do 
is be here as much as we can 
for his family. It’s hard, you 
know.”

This year, Lemley and the 
other brothers struggle to re-
cruit new members and rid 
their fraternity of its party-
throwing reputation. He said 
the chapter is slowly coming 
back together.

Mother Hill has met a cou-
ple of young men and plays 
a large role in choosing new 
members.

“It’s a process right now 
because you’re always look-
ing for the best, being a part 
of an organization,” Lem-
ley said. “But the gentleman 
we’ve been bringing around 

Mother Hill … she really sees 
a little Jamail in all of them.”

Six brothers reactivated 
the chapter at YSU in 2009: 
Joe Parker, Andre Miller, 
Gerald Gipson, Carl Davison, 
Lemley and Johnson.

Lemley said the brothers 
used Johnson’s death as a 
crutch for a while.

“But if he were here he 
would say we still have to 
keep going, keep pushing. 
Don’t just stop. Keep perse-
vering through any trial and 
tribulations,” he said.

Yet, tenacity still proves 
difficult for the brotherhood.

“Everyone looks at us as 
just these partiers, but all six 
of us got our degrees,” Lem-
ley said. “That says a lot right 
there.”

“We want to show the 
campus and city that’s not just 
what we’re all about. We’re 
always looked at just heavy 
through everything. All eyes 
are on us 24/7,” Lemley said. 
“But were going to handle it 
the right way.”

YSU’s Omega Psi Phi 
members plan to continue 
educational presentations and 
community work in the hope 
of reflecting the kind of per-
son Johnson was.

As for Johnson’s family, 
friends and brothers, the re-
flection is love and thanks.

“I love you, man. Thank 
you for introducing me to the 
family and thank you for be-
ing the man that you’ve be-
come … and quit snoring,” 
Lemley said.

Mother of victim connects with Omega Psi Phi
Kacy Standohar
FEATURES EDITOR

Shirlene Hill recieved an unexpected but welcome visit from Jamail Johnson’s fraternity brother Steve Lemley on Thursday eveving at her home on Shannon Road in Girard. 
Photo by Kacy Standohar/The Jambar.

Jamail Johnson’s mother Shirlene Hill visits his gravesite at Tod Homestead Cemetery, located on Belmont Avenue, on Saturday afternoon. 
She visits his grave every day. Photo by Kacy Standohar/The Jambar.

“It’s unbelievable 
how much they 

have done for me. 
It’s hard, but they 
made this journey 

easier for me.”

-Shirlene Hill

“I just love him to 
death. But Mother 
Hill, she lost one 
but gained five 

more. And all we 
can do is be here 

as much as we can 
for his family.”

-Steve Lemley
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On Feb. 6, 2011, bullets 
were fired into a crowded 
party at 55 Indiana Ave., 
just north of campus. Eleven 
people were wounded, and 
one student, 25-year-old Ja-
mail Johnson, lost his life.

One year later, the gun-
shots echo through victims’ 
memories as they recall that 
night.

Sophomore Jordon Wag-
ner saw the initial fights 
break out in the house and 
said he had a gut feeling that 
something crazy was going 
to happen.

Wagner said he couldn’t 
see everything that was hap-
pening, but saw someone 
raise a gun and start shoot-
ing. 

That’s when Johnson 
stepped in front of Wagner 
and the crowd in the line of 
fire.

“I heard the gunshots, but 
I didn’t even flinch. I didn’t 
hit the ground. I thought it 
was just them shooting in 
the air, like a warning shot,” 
Wagner said. “I turned 
around for a brief second, 
and when I turned back 
around I saw Jamail on the 
ground.”

Wagner then turned his 
focus to helping evacuate 
others. 

“I wanted to check on 
him, but I kind of had a 
feeling that he was already 
dead,” Wagner said. “I was 
trying to get other people 
out, as many as I could.”

Sophomore DeShaun 
McDonald said he reacted 
immediately to the gunshots.

“Me and everyone around 
me hit the ground. At some 
point when I heard the 
shooting stop, I managed to 
get up and tried to reach the 
door,” McDonald said. “I 
had to go back ‘cause I was 
looking for my friend. When 
I went back in the house, 
that’s when we saw Jamail 
on the ground.”

McDonald said he saw 
Johnson on the ground but 
couldn’t make the connec-
tion right away.

“Then I saw the blood 
around him and everyone 
holding him,” McDonald 
said.

Senior and Alpha Phi 
Delta member Dylan Thom-
as was walking out of anoth-
er fraternity house when he 
saw Johnson standing at the 
door. Two men proceeded to 
pull out a gun, he said.

“My friends ran the other 
way, and I stood there in 
shock,” Dylan Thomas said. 
“We ran down the street 
where the getaway car was 
literally driving through 
yards.”

Dylan Thomas said that 
blood splattered the house 
as he approached.

“I didn’t know that it was 
Jamail at the time. I knew 
someone was shot, but it was 
dark, and I was in shock,” 
Dylan Thomas said. “Real-
ity started setting in that it 
really happened. We ran up 
there, and it was just chaos.”

Among the disarray, 
Wagner found his way out 
of the house to his car.

“When I was leaving the 
house, I was walking in the 
other driveway, and I felt a 
pain in my foot and I was 
like, ‘What is that? It’s prob-

ably nothing,’” Wagner said. 
“It was cold in February, so 
I thought maybe it was frost-
bite.” 

Moments later, he re-
quested assistance from a 
paramedic after realizing 
that he had been shot in the 
foot.

T h e 
p a r a m e d -
ics asked 
W a g n e r 
if he had 
been shot 
anywhere 
else, and he 
was quick 
to respond 
that he 
hadn’t. The 
p a r a m e d -
ics insisted, however, and 
told Wagner to remove his 
jacket.

“I took off my jacket, 
and there was a hole in my 
shoulder. I didn’t even know 
I got shot. People say I didn’t 
feel it cause I was in a state 
of fear, but I really wasn’t. I 
don’t know how I didn’t feel 
it.”

Jaleesa Moore, 21, was 
celebrating her birthday. She 
didn’t see much of anything. 
She noticed the music stop 
and people being pushed. 
Moore also suffered two in-
juries.

“When I got hit in the 
arm, I didn’t know at first. 
I went to catch my balance, 
and my arm hurt really bad,” 
Moore said. “And when I 
was hit in my side, I didn’t 
know until I got to the hos-
pital.”

Moore drove to the party 
accompanied by her sister, 
who later drove her to the 
hospital.

Since the confrontation, 
Dylan Thomas, who is also 
the Interfraternity Council 
president, said he feels ex-
ponentially safer. The IFC, 
he said, has tightened the 

reins and insists that maxi-
mum security is achieved at 
parties.

“We want to be safe,” 
Dylan Thomas said. “No-
body ever thinks this could 
happen, and we have to be 
the safest we can be.”

W a g n e r 
said he always 
tried to be 
safe at parties, 
even before 
the event took 
place.

“I would 
always think 
about it,” he 
said. “Num-
ber one, I have 
to make sure 
they pat ev-

eryone down. Number two, 
I don’t need to be in a rowdy 
place. I feel like if someone 
tried to get in a confronta-
tion with me, I would need 
to end that confrontation 
as soon as possible. People 
hold grudges to a malicious 
extent.” 

McDonald agrees. When 
he goes out, it’s no longer 
just him and another friend, 
but a group of about 10 peo-
ple, he said. 

“I’ve been there before. 
It’s just one of those things 
that just happens. You can’t 
predict it,” he said. “This 
could happen anywhere. Our 
school is one of the safest in 
the country, and it happens 
other places, too.”

After the chaos ensued, 
Dylan Thomas said the first 
thing he thought to do was 
call his parents.

“I actually called my 
house phone. I don’t even 
know what time it was,” 
Dylan Thomas said. “I 
called my parents just to tell 
them I love them and thanks 
for everything they do.”

Danny Thomas Jr., 
Dylan Thomas’ father and 
an Alpha Phi Delta alum-

nus, said he wanted to get to 
his son as fast as he could.

“My wife got the call, and 
she said to me, ‘You bet-
ter talk to Dylan,’” Danny 
Thomas Jr. said. “I told him 
to stay where he was and 
that I would shoot right up 
there.”

Dylan Thomas said 
his mother was always 
concerned about him liv-
ing on the North Side of 
Youngstown, but that she 
has grown more accustomed 
to it.

Danny Thomas Jr., how-
ever, was always comfort-
able with it. 

He recalled a time when 
anyone could walk into a 
fraternity house, adding that 
he gives the organizations 
credit for constructing invi-
tation lists and recruiting a 
strong police presence. 

“We’ve had this conver-
sation since the time he start-
ed going out, to be aware of 
your surroundings,” Danny 
Thomas Jr. said. “But I’m 
impressed with YSU in the 
sense that they are much 
more strict about who they 
let in.”

Wagner said his parents’ 
concern with his where-
abouts is an “understate-
ment.”

“I’m at Walmart at 11 
o’clock and they are like, 
‘What are you doing out 
there this late? Get home.’ 

They always worry,” Wag-
ner said. 

McDonald’s mother is 
still anxious about him go-
ing out.

“My mom was pretty ap-
prehensive about it. I didn’t 
go to parties until about 
three weeks later. One night, 
my mom even called me at 
like 1 o’clock in the morn-
ing,” McDonald said.

Moore said her fiance is 
protective about her going 
out, and of everyone, he was 
the most affected. She said 
she doesn’t consider herself 
a “partier” and has not been 
to a party since the night of 
the incident.

Moore has an almost 
2-year-old daughter and 
hopes that she never has to 
experience something like 
this.

“I got lucky, so I thank 
God every day. All I can 
do is pray about it,” Moore 
said. “If my baby goes to 
school where we live, I have 
no control over it. I’m just 
going to pray for her, and 
more so, the people around 
her.”

Two bones under Moore’s 
right elbow were shattered 
from the gunshot. She has 
endured therapy since.

In December, Moore vis-
ited the doctor because her 
arm was immobile. She re-
cently underwent another 
surgery and still cannot 
move her arm without as-
sistance. 

“I can take my other arm 
and move it, but only about 
90 degrees,” Moore said. 
“The doctors have high 
hopes for me, though.” 

McDonald said he still 
has flashbacks from the par-
ty.

“One time, it was like 
three days later, I just want-
ed to relax and play video 
games, and I put in ‘Call 
of Duty’ or something,” he 
said. “There was one part 
where someone had to stab 
another person, and I just 
had to put it down.”

Others involved, like 
Wagner, have moved on 
with their lives, despite the 
events.

“I really haven’t changed 
much. I’m still the same per-
son,” Wagner said. “I still 
sleep at night even though 
something like this hap-
pened to me.”

Danny Thomas Jr. said 
these are the situations, al-
though tragic, that build 
stronger relationships.

“Your fraternity brothers 
and you have a bond like no 
other bond, especially the 
ones you pledge with,” he 
said. “Something like this 
brings everybody closer to-
gether. You lean on each 
other.”

‘People hold grudges to a malicious extent’
Chelsea Telega
ARTS &                                     
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Campus Connection
Do you think campus is safer one year after the off-campus shooting?

“I think the security 
and police could 
care more. Every 
time I see them, they 
just walk around. If 
people are getting 
loud and rowdy, they 
just walk through.”               
– Shaniece Howell, 
sophomore

“I live on campus. 
I’ve already felt 
relatively safe. It 
happened off campus, 
so I didn’t think 
campus was less 
safe because of it.”                       
– Bert Amoline,          
junior

“Even before the 
shooting I felt safe, 
but after I feel like 
they’re going to try 
and make it safer for 
students.”              

– Brea Maltony, 
sophomore

Witnesses, victims remember

At his Liberty home, Jordon Wagner points to the holes in his bullet-riddled jacket hours after the shooting. Jambar file photo.

“I knew someone 
was shot, but it 
was dark and I 
was in shock.”

-Dylan Thomas

“I got lucky, so I 
thank God every 
day. All I can do 
is pray about it.”

-Jaleesa Moore

“I still sleep at 
night even though 

something like 
this happened to 

me.”

-Jordon Wagner
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To the president, Dr. Cynthia An-
derson, the faculty and the student 
body of Youngstown State Univer-
sity: Thank you for the many acts of 
kindness you have shown to our fam-
ily during one of the hardest times of 
our lives. On Feb. 6, 2011, we lost our 
dear son, Jamail E. Johnson, a senior at 
Youngstown State University, but you 
have continued to show care and con-
cern for us. Thank you for your support 
throughout a very trying year.

Dr. Anderson, your personal visit 
to our home, along with your prayers, 
were deeply appreciated. You opened 
the doors of Beeghly Hall for our com-
munity to assemble to honor the beau-
tiful life and legacy of Jamail. This act, 
along with your many demonstrations 
of thoughtfulness and kindness, will 

never be forgotten. Your announce-
ment to our family and community 
that Jamail would receive his diploma 
during the 2011 Youngstown State 
University spring commencement 
brought great joy to our hearts. On Oct. 
14, you were presented the Woman of 
the Year award by the Omega Psi Phi 
fraternity’s Psi Omicron/Zeta Gamma 
chapters, which you in turn dedicated 
to Shirlene Hill. What an awesome act 
of kindness. Thank you.

To Mr. William Blake, director 
of Student Diversity: Your words of 
comfort during Jamail’s home-going 
celebration were deeply appreciated. 
Thank you for making an unimagina-
ble time in our lives a little easier. You 
carried out acts of love way beyond 
our greatest expectations. You were the 

quiet “wind beneath our wings.” Thank 
you for caring for Jamail, for mention-
ing him and “fathering” him. Your 
willingness to assist us at such a dif-
ficult time will always be remembered 
by our family.

To the Omega Psi Phi fraternity 
and Delta Sigma Theta: Jamail’s life 
and legacy will continue through you. 
At a time when our hearts were broken 
beyond belief, you came. You came 
as his brothers and sisters and shared 
precious tears and prayers with us. 
You came with compassion, flowers, 
and words and cards of comfort that 
have carried us through many difficult 
hours. On the day of Jamail’s viewing, 
you came and stood guard for hours 
honoring him. On the day of his home-
going, you were at Youngstown State 

University waiting for us — stand-
ing with us — honoring your brother. 
When a tree was planted at the univer-
sity in Jamail’s honor, you were there 
— standing in the rain — but covering 
us with umbrellas. Your expressions of 
love have never stopped. Your calls, 
visits and love have continued. You 
have stood by us and have made a very 
difficult situation a little easier. Thank 
you. 

To The Jambar: Thank you for 
your support. You have always cov-
ered Jamail’s life and legacy with care, 
compassion and dignity. We thank you 
from the depths of our hearts.

Remembering Jamail

—The families of Sidney and Shirlene 
Hill and Earl C. and Tammy Johnson

A letter from the family
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Chris Kamykowski is one of 
many students who has tried to 
get into the highly popular spin-
ning class offered at the Rec.

“The past three times that 
I’ve tried to go to the spinning 
class, it has been filled. I’m on 
time, but there are so many peo-
ple,” Kamykowski said.

The spinning class is one 
of 15 classes offered at the An-
drews Student Recreation and 
Wellness Center. 

“Our most popular class is 
Zumba. We usually get around 
40 people,” said Stephen Horn, 
Group X chairman. “Spinning 
usually is maxed out at 19 peo-
ple. There is usually a line wait-
ing to sign in.”

Horn said he has tried to put 
together a variety of classes for 
students at Youngstown State 

University. He added that he is 
trying to add a few more male-
oriented classes since women 
usually take most of the classes 
offered.  

A metabolic acceleration 
class and a kettlebell class were 
recently added. 

According to the Healthy 
Weight Forum’s calorie cal-
culator, a person’s weight and 
exercise length determines how 
many calories he or she burns. 
If someone weighs about 150 
pounds and takes a 60-minute 
spinning class, he or she can 
burn almost 750 calories.

“I generally burn between 
800 to 1,000 calories when I 
do the spinning class because 
I go pretty aggressively,” Ka-
mykowski said.

If students are interested 
in keeping track of how many 
calories they are burning and 
which classes would be best for 
them, the Rec Center also has a 
dietitian available.

The dietitian, Chrystyna 
Zellers, meets with students by 
appointment. 

“They also help you keep 
track of what you’re eating and 
give suggestions on what to im-
prove,” Horn said.

Most instructors are students 
and have been certified to teach 
the classes. A few classes, such 
as Jump Stretch, have an in-
structor brought in because the 
class requires further certifica-
tion.

“We make sure that our in-
structors are qualified to teach 
the classes,” Horn said.

If someone needs a modifi-
cation, such as an alternative to 
a certain move or stretch, Horn 
said each instructor can help and 
will usually show the modifica-
tion after showing the original 
exercise. These modifications 
are for any level. 

In order to take a class at the 
Rec Center, students must pres-
ent a valid YSU ID.

Rec Center offers 
variety of programs
Nicole Novotny
REPORTER
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Trio Abelia (Music 
at Noon concert 

series)

Wednesday, 12:15 p.m.

Butler Institute of 
American Art

Gary Markasky 
Project

Wednesday, 9 p.m.

Ballbusters 

Ultimate 
Karaoke

Tuesday, 9 p.m.

Utopia

Wine Tasting

Thursday, 6 p.m.

Winestyles of 
Howland

Open stage at 
Barley’s

Tuesday, 10 p.m-
2 a.m.

SaTonia Johnson sits in YSU’s office of Africana studies, recalling her struggles and successes as a foster mom. She has worked as a correctional officer and reserve 
deputy sheriff in Mahoning County, but is most excited about pursuing a degree in criminology. Photo by Kacy Standohar/The Jambar.

Some families have fostered chil-
dren from abusive or neglected homes, 
successfully ridding the child’s life of 
behavioral and developmental prob-
lems. 

Orphaned and neglected children 
enter foster care for a second chance 
on life, but the path to salvation can be 
riddled with strife. 

One Youngstown State University 
student knows this better than most.

SaTonia Johnson has one biological 
child, but through the foster system, 
she has cared for seven children kick-
ing and screaming through life. 

And not every story has a happy 
ending.

“If you think this is a story about 
kids dressed like an onion in a vegeta-
ble play, you can forget it,” said John-
son, a 49-year-old nontraditional stu-
dent at Youngstown State University. 

The Youngstown native lived and 
worked in Columbus as a youth coor-
dinator and community organizer.

She developed an attachment to 
children in the neighborhood and be-
gan fostering children from troubled 
homes.

“I was dealing with some really 
infamous children that I earned re-
spect from. That’s how it spiraled from 
there,” she said. “They found me. I 
took one in and another one came.”

Johnson went on to foster more than 

seven children for five years while liv-
ing in Columbus from 1992 to 1997. 

She returned to Youngstown in 
2005 after her mother became ill. John-
son studies criminology and sociology, 
but often reflects on her time as a foster 
mother.

She said her fostering experience 
was anything but glamorous.

She fostered two to three boys at 
one time from Franklin County Chil-
dren Services and worked closely with 
the Franklin County juvenile court sys-
tem.

Deborrha Armstrong, Franklin 
County Children Services communica-
tions director, said foster parents usu-
ally meet with the center to discuss 
issues and develop a case plan. Thirty-
six hours of training need to be com-
pleted along with a home study.

“We make sure the parents are suit-
able pertaining to income, stability and 
environment,” Armstrong said.

The foster parents are then funded 
with a monthly boarding check, as well 
as medical and dental care. Armstrong 
said 80 percent of children return to 
their biological families, while 20 per-
cent are put up for adoption.

Johnson, who was raised in a two-
parent household, said being a foster 
parent was humbling and eye opening.

“My mom was the PTA president, 
and my daddy was my softball coach, 
so it was very realistic, because when 
you’re looking from the outside in it’s 
so easy to judge,” she said. “But once 
you get in there you realize what peo-
ple go through.”

She said the young boys were 12 to 

16 years old and struggled with behav-
ioral issues along with buying and sell-
ing drugs. 

“They weren’t going to school. I 
would go to drop off their lunch and 
they wouldn’t even be there,” Johnson 
said. “It was so bad to where I created a 
summer program that employed them. 
God blessed me with the right people 
in my life to create the Youth Crusad-
ers.”

Johnson said the program kept the 
children busy cleaning the neighbor-
hood.

Patricia Stewart, a neighbor of John-
son’s for many years, said she tagged 
along during neighborhood cleanups.

“She could get through to the kids 
…  something I couldn’t handle. I 
would have walked away, but she 
didn’t,” Stewart said. 

“The issue for these kids was sur-
vival and money. They were so past 
school, that they didn’t care,” Johnson 
said.

She said the boys were desperate to 
fit in.

“At that time, the gang warfare 
was spreading like wildfire, and look-
ing from the outside in, somebody 
would say, ‘Why would these kids do 
this? And why would they be a part of 
this?’” Johnson said. “They just want-
ed to be a part of something.”

Johnson said sharing her faith in 
God was all she could do for the boys.

“It was so sad. No matter what the 
outcome was, just to belong is all that 
mattered,” she said. “You may not 
agree, but you accepted and you under-
stand there was a method to the mad-

ness.”
Johnson said she didn’t receive 

help from family because they weren’t 
nearby. The boys’ behavioral problems 
were often more than she could handle. 

“Those kids ran circles over me like 
40 going north. I thought I was slicker 
than a can of oil. But when they got 
done with me, I didn’t know which 
way was up,” she said.

Although Johnson never married, 
she was pregnant with her son in 1997. 
Eventually, the stress from caring for 
unruly children caused complications 
with her pregnancy, forcing her to dis-
continue fostering. 

“It was an adventure God put me on 
all by myself,” she said.

Johnson tries to maintain a relation-
ship with the boys. She said they call 
occasionally, but many have families 
and lives of their own now. 

“A couple of them are better, and 
some are just where they are,” she said.

Two of her foster children were shot 
and killed in 1993 and 1997. Another 
had his first child at age 15. 

Attending college while fostering 
was not possible for Johnson. 

“I went to trade schools and re-
ceived different certifications, but at 
that time, I was going to the school of 
hard knocks,” Johnson said.  “There 
was no room for that.” 

If nothing else, Johnson said she 
hopes she showed the children uncon-
ditional love. 

“I think that is the main thing I 
showed them. Good, bad or indifferent, 
I loved them,” she said. 

Nontraditional student learns from ‘school of hard knocks’
Kacy Standohar
FEATURES EDITOR

Fostering unconditional love

*
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The Jambar encourages letters to the editor. 
Email submissions are welcome at editor@thejam-
bar.com. Letters should concern campus issues, 
must be typed and must not exceed 400 words. 
Submissions must include the writer’s name and 
telephone number for verification and the writer’s 
city of residence for printing. Letters are subject to 
editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. The edito-
rial board reserves the right to reject commentaries 
that are libelous or that don’t defend opinion with 
facts from reliable sources. The editorial board will 
request a rewrite from the submitting writer based 
on these requirements.

Letters will not be rejected based on the view 
expressed in them. Letters may be rejected if they 
are not relevant to Jambar readers, seek free public-
ity or if the editorial staff decides the subject has 
been sufficiently aired. The Jambar will not print 
letters that are libelous, threatening, obscene or in-
decent. The Jambar does not withhold the names of 
writers of letters or guest commentaries.

The views and opinions expressed in letters and 
commentaries on the opinion page do not necessar-
ily reflect those of The Jambar staff. Editorials do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the faculty, 
staff or administration of Youngstown State Univer-
sity.

JAMBAR POLICY
Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, 

The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate 
Press honors. The Jambar is published twice week-
ly during the fall and spring semesters and weekly 
during the first summer session. Mail subscriptions 
are $25 per academic year. The first copy of The 
Jambar is free. Additional copies of The Jambar are 
$1 each. 

Cartoon by Paris Chrisopoulos/The Jambar.

YOUR SIDE POLICY

I am writing to express my con-
cern about YSU’s proposed Natu-
ral Gas and Water Resource Insti-
tute, which will provide training 
for students in the shale gas extrac-
tion process.  

It has been proven that frack-
ing, which is the process by which 
shale gas is extracted, releases 
toxins, including carcinogens and 
radioactive elements, into our air 
and water. 

Fracking has resulted in con-
taminated water wells, homes ex-
ploding and drinking water that 
is so polluted that it can catch on 
fire when a cigarette lighter is held 
near the faucet. 

In 2009, as a result of drill-
ing, almost all aquatic life was 
killed along a 30-mile stretch of 
Dunkard Creek, which flows into 
the Monongahela River. Our Ma-
honing River is just beginning to 

recover from years of pollution 
caused by the steel mills. Do we re-
ally want to put it in danger again?

The U.S. Army and the U.S. 
Geological Survey have deter-
mined that fracking and injection 
wells can both cause earthquakes. 
If one injection well can cause 11 
earthquakes in Youngstown, what 
will happen when we have a multi-
tude of wells in the area? 

As an institute of higher learn-
ing, YSU should focus on devel-
oping clean energy, protecting 
our environment and restoring the 
Mahoning River and the brown-
fields rather than exacerbating the 
pollution by promoting fracking. 

Back before Boardman’s sewer 
lines were run under Mill Creek 
Park, beautiful, large aquatic sala-
manders called hellbenders could 
be seen in the creek. Today, they 
have disappeared and are, in fact, 

endangered in Ohio. Look at the 
unforeseen effects DDT had on 
songbirds! 

As John Muir once wrote, 
“When one tugs at a single thing 
in nature, he finds it attached to the 
rest of the world.” We don’t know 
what long-term effects fracking 
might have on our environment, 
our wildlife and our health. 

A  green/clean energy resource 
institute would be worthy of 
YSU’s efforts and would serve — 
and keep safe — the people and 
land of Youngstown much better 
than the proposed Natural Gas and 
Water Resource Institute would. 

— Chris Khumprakob 

A few days before the Republi-
can primary began, Newt Gingrich 
waged proverbial war on the me-
dia.

It all started when CNN’s staff 
allowed moderator John King to 
start the last Republican debate 
with a question about Gingrich’s 
ex-wife. He had previously ad-
mitted to having an affair, but she 
claimed that he also asked her to 
commit to an “open” marriage.

His response roused the crowd:
“To take an ex-wife and make it 

a significant question in a presiden-
tial campaign is as close to despi-
cable as anything I can imagine.”

More despicable than cheating 
on your wife? I think not.

I agree with Gingrich that the 
media is perhaps too obsessed with 
the personal lives of politicians. 
With the American propensity for 
scandal partnered with 24-hour 
news coverage, it seems like the 
real issues have been totally cloud-
ed by these jaw-dropping personal 
stories.

But rather than attacking the 
media for asking about his past, 
I think Gingrich needs to realize 
that he cannot change what people 
want to hear about. The more he 
dips and dodges questions about 
his ex-wife, the more I think he’s 
hiding something.

It’s called an ad hominem ar-
gument; when someone makes 
a claim, you attack that person’s 

character or lack of credibility in-
stead of addressing the claim itself. 
It would be like someone saying, 
“Jared, this column sucks because 
you are a biased Democrat,” and 
me responding, “What do you 
know? You don’t write for a news-
paper.”

This kind of argument should 
have little to no place in politics. 
A politician should certainly be 
eloquent enough to answer dumb 
questions from dumber people and 
swift enough to justify his or her 
past without flinching.

Take Bill Clinton, perhaps one 
of the best ever at addressing his 
past personal shames. From the 
Monica Lewinsky scandal, to the 
several women who claimed to 
have had relationships with him 
while he was campaigning, he 
never questioned why people were 
so concerned about his personal 
life. Instead, he calmly answered 
the question — for better or worse. 

You see: American democracy 
will reach its highest potential only 
if all citizens stay informed and 
participate. But just a little more 
than half of the American elector-
ate actually votes … and not all of 
them are well informed in the first 
place.

So, people often vote on char-
acter, which is why so many latch 
onto scandalous stories that are 
easy to understand. This is why 
the media focuses on these things, 

and it is the reason a political can-
didate’s moral reputation is so im-
portant.

The media caters to what the 
people want, and they clearly want 
to know why perhaps the most 
conservative Republican candidate 
was a cheating husband.

David Porter, political science 
professor, said concern for person-
al lives of politicians is “unavoid-
able” when the information is so 
easy to access.

“With the advent of the Internet, 
anyone in any type of public role 
has this information readily avail-
able,” he said. “If it’s readily avail-
able, it’s going to be used by their 
opponents and by the media.”

We simply need to view this 
obsession with the personal lives 
of political candidates as an inevi-
table outcome of evolving technol-
ogy. People will always sink their 
teeth into these scandals, so we 
shouldn’t blame the media for glo-
rifying it.

I believe if you are truly inter-
ested in the issues — the important 
policy changes that will affect us 
forever — you will go beyond the 
shallow television scandal cover-
age to find it anyway.

So when Gingrich speaks of the 
“destructive, viscous, negative na-
ture” of the media, he should real-
ize it wouldn’t be so destructive if 
it weren’t for the blemishes left in 
the wake of his personal life.

Jared Buker
COLUMNIST

‘The Big Picture’ 
Newt bashes the media 
for the wrong reasons 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Society trusts teachers and school 
administrators to deliver a lesson argu-
ably more important than reading and 
math: Cheating is not only forbidden 
but dishonorable. How discouraging 
and frustrating it is, then, to discover 
yet another instance in which an in-
stitution itself has been caught violat-
ing the rules. On Monday, Claremont 
McKenna College announced that an 
official there inflated the SAT scores of 
incoming students to make the school 
look good in national rankings, includ-
ing the overhyped lists published annu-
ally in U.S. News & World Report.

This follows revelations last year of 
widespread cheating on state standard-
ized tests by public school teachers and 
administrators in Georgia, New York 
and Pennsylvania. As a sign of how 
worrisome the problem has become, 
the U.S. Department of Education is 
soliciting public opinion until Feb. 16 
on how to stop cheating by schools.

It is bad enough when teachers 
cheat on tests, but when the cheating is 
carried out at a college — supposedly 
an unimpeachable bastion of the disin-
terested pursuit of pure truth — the no-
tion of honor seems fragile and fleeting 
indeed.

The truth is, this sort of trickery has 
been going on at colleges for many 
years, as they sought to burnish their 
images. Maybe they didn't out-and-out 

change numbers, but they certainly 
manipulated them. According to a 
1995 report by the Wall Street Journal, 
this included omitting the SAT scores 
of (take your pick) bottom scorers, in-
ternational students, disadvantaged ap-
plicants and athletes before the scores 
were reported to various publications.

A more recent gambit is SAT-op-
tional admissions. A growing number 
of colleges leave it up to applicants 
whether to divulge their SAT scores. 
To some degree, that reflects a lack of 
confidence in the college admissions 
test, but it also happens to boost the col-
leges' rankings in U.S. News and other 
publications because only the highest 
scorers submit their results. Statistical 
shenanigans involving recruitment and 
acceptance are even worse, because 

they hurt students. For example, some 
schools encourage applications from 
students they know have no chance of 
being admitted because a high appli-
cation-to-acceptance ratio is a ranking 
boost.

Colleges and public schools are 
under pressure to look good, which 
means they must also ramp up efforts 
to ensure that's done ethically. Do 
teachers cut students a break if they're 
caught cheating on final exams be-
cause of academic pressure? No, those 
students receive a big, fat zero. As 
schools continue to lecture on the im-
portance of trustworthy behavior, more 
of them need to look inward and hon-
estly assess whether they behave with 
the same honor they demand of their 
students.

McClatchy-Tribune
News Service
(MCT)

When colleges cheat

Assistant director of Individual 
Intervention Services,

YSU Center for
 Student Progress

The flood of phone calls pulled us together 
on Super Bowl Sunday last year. We huddled 
together after the shooting in the basement of 
Fedor Hall as our colleagues raced to campus 
from all over the Mahoning Valley.

We sat in our office from 10 a.m. until 
nearly 11 p.m. 

A staff of around 25 student journalists 
and nearly every journalism faculty member 
at YSU worked as a whole to produce a four-
page special edition of The Jambar to accu-
rately tell the story; we did so through print, 
multimedia and social media. We covered ev-
ery aspect of the story. It was our responsibil-
ity to do so. 

We never knew Jamail. We never talked to 
him or thought about him until that day. But 
we’ve thought about him every day since.

As journalists, we stumbled into a delicate 
situation, asking questions and testing bound-
aries. We interviewed witnesses before the po-
lice did, and we questioned ourselves for do-
ing so. We documented tears and frustration 
and tried not to let them get to us.

But the story had to be told. So we cast 
aside our reservations and did the best we 
could.

As students, Jamail brought us closer to-
gether. It was our profession that called on us 
to be here, but it was Jamail’s life and death 
that gave us purpose. 

He was a model student, a sincere person 
and a beacon of pride in a desperate commu-
nity.

As people we grew. We learned together 
and failed together. We relied on one another.

Two years of journalism students have fol-
lowed a man they may never have known. 
And the next two years of students will follow 
suit.

If there is anything that Jamail has taught 
us, it’s that life should be built on memories. 
And that a life needs constant repair, addi-
tional memories to piece in the cracks time 
creates.

What Jamail 
taught us
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During her four years at 
Youngstown State University, se-
nior guard Kenya Middlebrooks 
was part of a 0-30 season and 
worked with two different head 
coaches. 

When Bob Boldon took over for 
former head coach Cindy Martin, 
the transition was tough, Middle-
brooks said. 

“Coaching style was different. 
The way they talked about every-
thing and their philosophy about 
the game was different,” Middle-
brooks said. “It was a little bit of a 
difficult transition at the beginning. 
He wants us to work hard, and we 
are seeing the results we knew that 
were good for us.”

Senior guard Macey Nortey 
is the only player left, along with 
Middlebrooks, from that team. 
Nortey said they never thought 
about leaving.

“It was just so much turmoil,” 
Nortey said. “Just thinking about it, 
we were like, ‘We have to do this.’ 
We thought, ‘We can’t leave. We 
have to stick this out and do this 
together.’”

Nortey added that Boldon’s sys-
tem has progressed. 

“It was rough, but we knew this 

is was what we wanted to do, and 
we stuck it out,” she said.

This season, the Penguins have 
won 10 games, the best since the 
2007-2008 season in which they 
finished with 14 wins.

Middlebrooks said having a year 
under Boldon has helped the team 
this season.

“Being there from last year and 
the experience last year, [Bold-
on] likes for us to shoot a lot of 
[3-pointers],” Middlebrooks said. 
“The coaches have a lot of faith in 
us to continue to shoot ‘cause they 
will fall.”

In a Jan. 26 home game against 
the University of Detroit Mercy, 
Middlebrooks had her best individ-
ual performance in a Penguins uni-
form. She set a career record of 30 
points and broke the school record 
by hitting eight 3-pointers in the 80-
67 victory.

Middlebrooks said she always 
has confidence in her shot.

“I think a lot of my shots that I 
shoot are going to go in,” Middle-
brooks said. “This game, they were 
going in for me, so I just continued 
to shoot them up. Coach told me to 
just keep shooting. He was drawing 
up plays for me to get wide-open 
shots.”

Nortey said there is nobody she 
would rather have as her shooting 
guard.

“She’s just a clutch player,” 
Nortey said. “Obviously, we are 
both veterans, and Coach looks to 
us, and I feel like we embrace it 
well. I love playing with her. She 
knows that if I am getting her the 
ball, she better put it in the basket.”

Before Middlebrooks came to 
YSU, she attended Toledo’s Waite 
High School where she was a four-
year letter winner. She was also 
named second-team all-city and 
third-team Division I all-district.

She chose YSU because she 
liked its size.  

“I didn’t want to be in a univer-
sity that was too big and the fur-
thest class was 30 minutes apart,” 
Middlebrooks said. “It is small, and 
everyone kind of knows everyone.”

Nortey and Middlebrooks have 
been roommates since they arrived 
at YSU.

“I came in the summer before, 
so I was the only freshman here, 
and I got acclimated to everything 
way before she did,” Nortey said. 
“Freshman year, we were just so 
busy.”

Nortey said she wasn’t close to 
Middlebrooks, but that all changed 
in their sophomore year.

“We did everything together,” 
Nortey said. “We would cook, 
watch TV, do homework, just get 
into a routine [of] just hanging out 
and doing everything together. She 

is just a great friend, and 
great teammate.”

As a senior, Middle-
brooks has been able to 
build many great rela-
tionships with her team-
mates. She considers 
that the best part of be-
ing at YSU.

“We consider each 
other family,” Middle-
brooks said. “We are all 
sisters, and we know a lot 
about each other, and that is 
kind of refreshing because a 
lot of people don’t get to expe-
rience that.”

This season, she has started 
all 22 games for the Penguins 
and is second on the team 
with 11.3 points per game. 
She leads the team with 57 
3-pointers.

Boldon said Middle-
brooks has given the Pen-
guins a solid second scorer 
next to junior forward Brandi 
Brown.

“I think it has been ben-
eficial for us because she 
has been able to do it in a 
different way than Brandi,” 
Boldon said. “She has been 
able to help us stretch our de-
fenses, which has enabled us 
to become more diversified 
offensively.”

Middlebrooks shoots for stars
Nick Mancini
SPORTS REPORTER

When the Youngstown State 
University Diving Invitational 
concluded on Sunday, it marked 
the end of the regular season for 
swimmers and divers and re-
flected the tough road they en-
countered. 

Diving coach Nick Gavo-
las missed the entire month of 
December because he spent 13 
days at Northside Medical Cen-
ter with a rare case of pneumo-
nia. 

“Coming back, I wasn’t at 
full strength,” Gavolas said. “I 
get tired very easily, so prac-
tices, which normally run two to 
three hours, have been cut down 
to a couple of hours.”

When Gavolas returned, ju-
nior diver Casey Hill said it was 
rough trying to get back into a 
rhythm. 

“It was tough for us because 
we didn’t really have anybody 
to push us for a couple of weeks, 
so we kind of were stuck doing 
the same things over and over 
again without anybody truly 
correcting us,” Hill said. 

Swimming coach Matt An-
derson said it was an interesting 
time.

Gavolas’ absence was dur-
ing Christmas break. Therefore, 
many swimmers did not see how 
much time he missed, Anderson 
said. 

“It certainly made an im-
pact on the divers because they 
obviously see him every day,” 
Anderson said. “As a coaching 
staff, there was some challenges 
along the way, and not just out 
of concern for his health, but 
also making sure the program 
moves forward.”

Gavolas carried an oxygen 
tank on his shoulder during Sun-
day’s event, and said the event 
could have gone better. 

“We were a little tired, and I 
think it showed,” Gavolas said. 

Hill was one of the tired div-
ers. 

“I think it’s because I’m so 
exhausted from training all sea-
son,” Hill said. “I still consider 
this season a success. Today was 
just a bit off, and everybody has 
an off-day.”

While the divers concluded 
the regular season on Sunday, 
the swimmers ended on Friday 
in Beeghly Center against the 
University of Illinois at Chi-
cago. 

Seniors Nishani Cicilson, 
Audy Grubbs, Kristin Walker 
and Katie Wolf were honored 
beforehand. Anderson said it 
was good for the underclassmen 
to see. 

“For the rest of the team, 
it’s important to recognize how 
much work those seniors have 
put in and what a difference they 
made to the program so that they 
can grow and see what it takes to 
become successful,” he said. 

Anderson added that it made 
for a good meet. Freshman 
Ashley Dow broke two pool re-
cords, earning first place in the 
100-yard backstroke and 200-
yard backstroke with times of 
58.61 seconds, and 2 minutes, 
6.65 seconds, respectively. 

Anderson said it is good to 
see Dow succeed as a freshman, 
ready to compete at the Horizon 
League Championship, which 
begins Feb. 22 in Milwaukee. 

“For the most part, she’s the 
type of person that gets excited 
about a meet, but doesn’t crum-
ble under the pressure,” Ander-
son said. “She’s going to be a 
contender, and we’re excited to 
see where that ends up.”

Hill finished first in the one- 
and three-meter dives, with 
scores of 260.84 and 262.35, 
respectively, collecting wins 17 
and 18 this season. 

Gavolas added that Friday 
was special because the seniors 
were honored. 

“The good thing about the 
diving part is we’re all under-
classmen, so we’re still build-
ing,” he said. 

Already the diving leader, 
Hill said she is not looking for-
ward to next year because it will 
be her last. She even has a tattoo 
on her lower right ankle of the 
USA Diving logo because she 
loves the sport. 

“I am a little nervous in the 
fact that it is my senior year, and 
I don’t want to leave, but it’s 
kind of bittersweet,” she said. 

The teams are focused on the 
HL Championship. Gavolas said 
he expects his team to be com-
petitive. 

“I expect to place at least 
three in the top 10, hopefully 
all four, but we’ll find out then,” 
Gavolas said. “Casey won the 
three-meter last year, and she’s 
very capable of winning it again 
this year.”

Hill said the teams are better 
prepared this year. 

“We brought in a lot of good 
swimmers, and, as far as divers, 
we’re more comfortable going 
in and knowing what we’re do-
ing,” Hill said. 

Anderson said he also ex-
pects a good showing, and 
added that he gives the regular 
season a B+ grade. 

“I was hoping we would see 
a couple of school records down 
by this time, and that’s the only 
reason why I don’t give it the 
true A,” Anderson said. 

Senior intern Dennis Pixley 
is in his fifth and final semester 
with the Office of Campus Rec-
reation and Student Program-
ming, but he isn’t done just yet. 

Pixley wants to leave his 
mark within the Andrews Stu-
dent Recreation and Wellness 
Center. 

Straight out of Rayen 
High School, Pixley went to 
Youngstown State University 
not knowing what to expect. He 
almost transferred to another 
school because he felt so alone.  

“I think, for the most part, I 
didn’t know anybody because 
most of my friends didn’t go to 
Youngstown State,” Pixley said. 
“When I came in, I didn’t know 
anybody, and I didn’t know how 
to meet people.”

Most of Pixley’s friends 
went to Kent State University 
or the University of Akron. Pix-
ley also thought about attending 
Ohio State University because 
his sister was a student there. 

Mike Beverly, senior coor-
dinator for multicultural student 
services, told intramural sports 
coordinator Joe Conroy before 
the 2007 fall semester to take a 
look at Pixley because of Pix-
ley’s enthusiasm and passion 
for sports. 

Beverly has known Pixley 
since the summer of 2006, when 
Pixley applied for the Summer 
Bridge Program, which helps 
students transfer from high 
school to college with computer 
programs and workshops. 

The Rec Center calls every 
summer and asks Beverly for 
potential interns, which is how 
Pixley got the position. 

“He was a great kid from 
the start,” Beverly said. “I think 
what I see most is his hunger.”

Conroy said he will miss 
Pixley when he graduates and 
that Pixley has been his “life-

blood of sports” in the last five 
years. 

“His knowledge has grown 
immensely the last five years,” 
Conroy said. “He is my go-to 
guy when it comes to simplic-
ity, which is all of our online 
signups.”

After his freshman year, 
Pixley began his first year as an 
intern in fall 2007, still contem-
plating the possibility of trans-
ferring. 

“When I first started the job, 
I didn’t know if I would stay,” 
Pixley said. “It ended up being 
a great decision.”

Pixley fell in love with the 
competitive nature of intramu-
ral sports. He helps as a referee 
and competes in football and 
basketball. 

Pixley also played basketball 
and ran track as a freshman in 
high school. He played football 
the next three years, beginning 
as a quarterback and ending as a 
wide receiver. 

Pixley compares himself to 
Philadelphia Eagles wide re-
ceiver Jeremy Maclin — while 
somebody else is the speedy 
DeSean Jackson. 

“I think, for the most part, 
I was a possession receiver,” 
Pixley said. “I can run decent 
routes, and I could catch. I 
wasn’t the big-play guy.”

Pixley began making his 
mark in fall 2008 when he no-
ticed many tournaments involv-
ing video games and wanted to 
incorporate that into YSU. 

Pixley brought in his own 
Xbox one day and began “Halo 
3” and “Madden NFL 08” tour-
naments. 

Halo tournaments quickly 
died, but the Madden tourna-
ments remained. In the fall, 30 
students competed. The video 
game featured this spring is 
“NBA 2K12.”

“The one thing I helped 
bring in was video gaming be-
cause we didn’t have it at all 
when I came here,” Pixley said. 

“I hope, after I leave, it’s still 
here.”

The tournaments began 
with one Xbox. They’ve since 
evolved, with Game Stop and 
ROTC donating 16 consoles. 

Another proud moment for 
Pixley was when he introduced 
extramural sports, which in-
volves intramural teams travel-
ing to places such as Columbus 
and Dayton to compete in re-
gional tournaments. 

“We’ve been doing that for 
the past few years, and I’ve been 
the vice president of those,” 
Pixley said. “Since then, I’ve 
become the president of them.”

Before Pixley graduates, he 
is attempting to include one new 
feature: Intramural Player of the 
Week. 

“It’s all about the students, 
and they should be rewarded for 
their great efforts in intramu-
ral sports because it’s so much 
fun,” Pixley said. 

Once shy and nervous, Pix-
ley transformed into a boss who 
treats everybody the same, said 
senior Courtney Rothbauer. 

“He cares about intramu-
rals,” Rothbauer said. “Not 
only is he a hard worker, but he 
brings his humor. I not only see 
him as a boss, but as a friend as 
well.”

Rothbauer is in her second 
year at YSU, after spending the 
first two at the University of 
Mount Union. 

One person Pixley helped is 
sophomore Jocques Spragling. 
Pixley got Spragling a job at the 
Rec Center.

“He’s a good friend, always 
shows up on time, always smil-
ing [and] down to earth,” Spra-
gling said. 

Pixley is a finance major and 
sociology minor. He said he 
would like to be a banker one 
day or do something he enjoys. 

“At this point with the job 
market, I just want a job,” he 
said. “Point me somewhere 
where I won’t be bored.”

‘Lifeblood of sports’
Intern turns page

Joe Catullo Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

Gavolas fights 
through illness, returns 

for home finale
Joe Catullo Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

Senior Dennis Pixley shoots around at the Rec Center on Monday. Pixley practices in preparation 
for intramural basketball games. Photo by Joe Catullo Jr./The Jambar.
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