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The Youngstown State 
University College of Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics has 
been given a grant to pur-
chase a microscope that will 
magnify organic and inorgan-
ic materials about 250,000 
times more than a standard  
optical microscope.

The $444,555 grant from 
the National Science Founda-
tion has allowed YSU to pur-
chase the variable pressure 
scanning electron microscope,  
or VP-SEM. 

Virgil Solomon, an assis-
tant professor of mechanical 
and industrial engineering, 
said this purchase has put 
YSU on the brink of being a 
top-tier microscopic research 
facility.

“The new one will com-

plement the two we already 
have here and will greatly 
expand our research capabili-
ties,” Solomon said.

The microscope will be 
housed in one of several 
rooms being evaluated on the 
second floor of Moser Hall. 
Once the room is chosen, it 
will be remodeled to meet 
the necessary climate control 
standards for temperature, 
humidity, vibration and elec-
tromagnetic fields.

Part of the grant will be 
used to remodel the room, 
and the STEM College will 
cover any further expenses. 

Undergraduate and gradu-
ate students in a variety of 
fields — including engineer-
ing, physics, forensic sci-
ence and archeology — will 
use the microscope. Solo-
mon stressed that it will be 
available to anyone willing 
to learn the proper skills for  

STEM receives 
grant for top-tier 

microscope
Kevin Alquist
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

On Tuesday, the 
Youngstown Business and 
Professional Women’s Club 
presented Youngstown 
State University President 
Cynthia Anderson with 
the Woman of the Year 
award at Overture, located 
at the DeYor Performing  
Arts Center.

Anderson said she was 
taken aback when she was 
first informed of the award 
via phone.

“I’m very humbled, and 
this was very unexpected,” 
Anderson said. “It’s nice to 
get an award for doing what 
I love. It’s always been about 
helping students.” 

From teaching part time 
to becoming the first female 
president at YSU, Anderson 
first started serving students 
in 1968.

“I’ve never changed my 
major in school and loved ev-
ery position I’ve had in edu-
cation,” Anderson said.

The Youngstown Business 
and Professional Women’s 

Club has been around since 
1920, and its mission is to ad-
vance and empower women 
in the workplace. 

“The Woman of the Year 
award is given to leaders of 
the community who have dis-
played great career achieve-
ment,” said Lisa Dickson, the 
club’s president.  

Dickson said Anderson 
has done a lot to help stu-
dents grow and become suc-
cessful at YSU.

“Anderson has given so 
much back to the commu-
nity through mentorship, her 
positions on nonprofit boards 
and all her student programs 
at YSU,” Dickson said.

Anderson said she loves 
being YSU’s president, but 
her career path to president 
of the university was unex-
pected.

“In a million years, I didn’t 
dream I’d be the president of 
YSU. I’ve been very happy 
with all of the positions I’ve 
held,” Anderson said. “[I’m] 
very blessed to be supported 
by great people.” 

Anderson said she hopes 
she can be a good role model 
for students. 

“My advice, if I could 
give to any student, would 
be to select something that 
is your passion,” Anderson 
said. “When you wake up 
every morning for work, you 
should be doing something 

that you love.”
Anderson said the most 

satisfying part of her job is 
hearing stories from former 
students.

“I love when former stu-
dents come back and talk 

about successes, whether it’s 
professional or about fam-
ily,” she said. “If I can help 
them get wherever they are 
today, that’s really the most 
satisfying thing about a ca-
reer in education.”

President Anderson wins Woman of  the Year award
Justin Carissimo
REPORTER

Xiangjia Min, an assistant professor of 
biological sciences at Youngstown State Uni-
versity, is performing research that may have 
wide-reaching benefits for many fields of sci-
ence, including pharmaceuticals and cancer 

research.
Bioin for-

matics focuses 
on the methods 
used to store, 
retrieve and ana-
lyze biological 
data. 

Through sev-
eral research 
grants from the 
Ohio Plant Bio-
technology Con-
sortium, Min 
is able to study 
secretomes in 
plants and fungi.

A secretome is a type of protein that is cre-
ated within the cell, but is secreted for use 
outside of the cell. 

Min said he hopes to use his extensive 
computer skills to build a database on sec-
retome proteins. The database will be acces-
sible online for use by scientists across the 
globe. 

“It is very central to a lot of things we are 
doing,” said Gary Walker, chair of the bio-
logical sciences department at YSU. “We are 
going to be doing a lot of very exciting stuff 
in our department.” 

Although secretomes may appear to 
be of minimal importance, they play a 
key role in the cell wall structure and cel-
lular communication. Scientists’ under-
standing of these proteins brings them one 
step closer to understanding the mystery  
of human biology. 

Min and his graduate assistant, Geng-
kon Lum, collect data on various proteins 
from databases in Europe, Japan and the 
U.S. They then analyze the proteins and 
pick out the secretomes to create their own  
unique database.

“He develops algorithms that go data min-
ing for these proteins,” Walker said, referring 
to Min. “He develops software that will go 
and search for very specific characteristics in 
protein sequence that indicate it might be a 

Revealing the secretes 
behind secretomes

Liam Bouquet
REPORTER

          MIN

YSU President Cynthia Anderson sits with Sandra Barger, Tracie Schmidt, Shirley Christian, 
Lisa Dickson and Ruth Bradshaw for dinner at Overture on Tuesday evening. Anderson was 
honored by the Youngstown Business and Professional Women’s Club. Photo by Justin  
Carissimo/The Jambar.

Youngstown State University is 
now the second university in the state 
to accept students into a four-year 
dental hygiene program.

Faculty members in the dental hy-
giene department, which is contained 
within the Bitonte College of Health 
and Human Services, began develop-
ing the program in 2009. The Ohio 
Board of Regents approved the pro-
gram in 2011.

Since then, students have had the 
opportunity to work through the pro-
gram’s prerequisites. The first group 
of students will be accepted within 
the next few weeks.

Kellie Mills-Dobozi, an academic 
adviser for the Bitonte College, said 
about 70 students are vying for posi-
tions in the program.

“[They’re] very excited, but also 

very nervous,” Mills-Dobozi said of 
students who see her for advising.

In spring, the first batch of four-
year dental hygiene students will 
begin coursework in the bachelor’s 
degree track, and YSU will no longer 
offer the associate degree. 

“I think it’s really great,” said 
Sarella Gustovich, a second-year 
dental hygiene student. “I’m jeal-

ous, myself, because for me, this is 
my fourth year at YSU, and I’m get-
ting an associate degree in dental hy-
giene.” 

Madeleine Haggerty, the direc-
tor of the dental hygiene program; 
three other professors; the program’s 
chair; and the Bitonte College dean 
developed the curriculum, syllabi 
and coursework to bring the program 

to YSU.
Haggerty said students in the as-

sociate program would often go to 
school for three or more years and 
still graduate with only a two-year 
degree.

“I’ve always felt that it should 
be a four-year program,” Haggerty 
said. “We felt that it was just a slight 
change, and our students would get a  
four-year degree.” 

Haggerty said the new program 
will require more dental hygiene 
clinical space for students to work in.

Since the program’s approval, 
Haggerty said she has been develop-
ing policies, as well as scheduling 
and preparing for the construction of 
a second dental hygiene clinic.

The two-year dental hygiene pro-
gram had only 48 students at any 
given time, and much of the students’ 
time is spent in the dental hygiene 

Dental hygiene program ahead of most
Rachel Lundberg
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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YSU is the second 
university in Ohio to 

offer a four-year  
dental hygiene  

program, behind Ohio 
State University.
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secretome protein.” 
Data on these proteins can 

be used for advancement in 
several fields. For instance, 
Min’s research has already 
been used by a papaya re-
search group in California 
led by Ray Ming, an associ-
ate professor of plant biology 
at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, along 
with several other professors 
throughout the country. 

Research was conducted 

to help find a way to reliably 
create a self-pollinating her-
maphroditic papaya. 

Min, who was brought 
into the study by his friend 
Ming, brought his exper-
tise on plants into the study, 
along with his research. 

“We used the tools and 
resources Dr. Min developed 
at YSU for papaya sex chro-
mosome work. He helped 
us analyze the repetitive 
sequences, and alternative 

splicing of annotated genes,” 
Ming said. “His contribution 
provided the clarity of ge-
nomic features of papaya sex 
chromosomes.”

Min said he hopes to ex-
pand his research within the 
next year and build a data-
base that includes secretome 
proteins found within ani-
mals. 

“If we aren’t limited, we 
have a computer that can do 
any sort of data,” he said.

SECRETOMES PAGE 1

its operation.   
“It’s not difficult to use; anyone can learn,” 

Solomon said. “It is very expensive equip-
ment, and if it is used improperly, then nobody 
will be able to use the instrument for as long as 
it takes to be repaired.”

This is the fifth time that YSU has ap-
plied for the grant in six years. A major fac-
tor in the NSF’s annual selection is the size 
of the user base at each school applying  
for the grant.

Students from Westminster College in New 
Wilmington, Pa., will also benefit from the 
microscope. Pete Smith, the director of under-
graduate research at Westminster College, will 
bring a team of students to YSU to analyze 
samples of various powders.

In the past, they’ve had to send samples 
over long distances for a high price, Smith 
said. 

“Having access to a microscope that’s so 
close will significantly increase productivity 

and ease the process,” Smith said. “It also gives 
students the opportunity to have hands-on ex-
perience working with the microscope, making 
them more marketable when they go out into  
the workforce.”

For Smith, who will soon be eligible to 
apply for a position as a full-time professor, 
the opportunity to work with such advanced 
equipment could aid him in his career. 

“We don’t have much federal grant money 
at Westminster, so having a nearly half-mil-
lion dollar grant with my name attached to it 
is very beneficial for my research productivity 
and my career aspirations,” Smith said.

Solomon, who was hired at YSU to help 
expand the university as a microscopic re-
search facility, said he is proud of accomplish-
ing his goal.

“We’re going to have state-of-the-art re-
search capabilities that are equal to any other 
university in the country, regardless of size or 
student base,” Solomon said.
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On Friday, 225 community members 
gathered at the Maronite Center in Aus-
tintown to celebrate the retirement of 
Judge Robert A. Douglas Jr. 

Douglas, a Youngstown State Uni-
versity alumnus and limited service 
faculty member, officially retired from 
the Youngstown Municipal Court over  
the summer. 

“All of my longtime friends were 
there, and I was very thankful they were 
able to attend,” Douglas said.

Delores Crawford, a member of the 
YSU Board of Trustees, said she grew 
up with Douglas on the South Side of 
Youngstown. Crawford said the dinner 
was very well attended. 

“We were all there to support him,” 
Crawford said. “It was a very nice eve-
ning.”

Crawford said she was part of the 
planning committee, along with Doug-
las’ stepdaughter.

“We celebrated his accomplish-
ments,” Crawford said. “He deserves all 
we can do.”

Douglas went to YSU on a basketball 
scholarship in 1958. He then left school 
to join the U.S. Army for three years, and 
later received his bachelor’s degree from  
YSU in 1966. 

He received his master’s degree 
in social work from the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1970, then earned his law 
degree from the University of Akron  
in 1978.

Afterward, he worked for various 
agencies, including Mahoning County 
Job and Family Services. Douglas was 

also a member of various boards, such 
as Gateways to Better Living and the 
United Way. 

He served as president of the board 
of trustees for the Youngstown Com-
munity Health Center and the Northeast 
Ohio Adoption Services.

Norma Marzano, a former bailiff, 
worked for Douglas for 10 years and re-
tired in 2008. 

“He is a sweetheart, and every-
thing he got he worked for,” Marzano 
said. “His father died when he was 
4 years old, and his mother basically 
raised him. He genuinely cares about 
people. He really does. He probably 
was one of the fairest judges I’ve ever  
seen in my life.”

John Spivey, Douglas’ most recent 
bailiff, said Douglas knew how to treat 
people with dignity.

“He was fair and had compassion,” 

Spivey said. “He had an effect on people 
because of his social work background. 
… Just because he was in the court sys-
tem, he was still a human being.” 

Spivey was attending Cleveland 
State University when he met Douglas. 
He had just lost his job at Forum Health, 
and Douglas encouraged him to finish 
his degree. 

“He’s all about higher education,” 
Spivey said.

Douglas said one of his most re-
warding accomplishments was re-
districting in a voting rights law-
suit: Armour vs. State of Ohio. He 
also is proud of co-founding a radio  
station, WRBP.

“I am also proud of becoming a judge 
at the end of my career,” he said. “I was 
retired and a vacancy came out, and I 
was fortunate enough to be sought after  
for the position.”

Court, trustees celebrate Judge Douglas’ retirement
Kacy Standohar
NEWS EDITOR

clinic in Cushwa Hall. 
The new program will have 

three classes of 24 students, 
which will require more clinic 
space that is being built into a 
classroom across the hall.

Haggerty said she hopes 
the second clinic will be 
completed in the spring, 
but said construction may 
continue until the summer  
of 2013. 

Haggerty estimated that 
students in the program see 
anywhere from 800 to 900 
people a year in the dental hy-
giene clinic. All appointments 
are free. 

The new space will not 
immediately allow for more 
community teeth-cleaning ap-
pointments, though. 

Before finalizing the pro-
gram, Haggerty said she and 

her collaborators sought feed-
back from community dentists 
and past graduates; they re-
ceived positive responses to a  
four-year program.

“I’m excited that it’s hap-
pening in Youngstown, and 
[it’s] only the second one in 
the state of Ohio,” Haggerty 
said. 

Ohio State University is 
the only other school in Ohio 
that offers a similar program.

Haggerty added that stu-
dents with a bachelor’s de-
gree in dental hygiene could 
gain employment in public 
health or by dental prod-
uct companies. Teaching 
and researching are other  
career possibilities. 

The four-year program 
offers more time in the den-
tal hygiene clinic and breaks 

coursework into more classes 
with greater detail than the 
two-year program. 

Students are now re-
quired to take 14 pre-
requisite courses before  
applying for the restricted 
program. Mills-Dobozi said 
that students, if accepted, 
will have more clinical ex-
perience, including train-
ing on how to perform 
simple dental procedures 
like tooth extractions and  
simple fillings.

Gustovich said she had 
only one prerequisite for ad-
mittance into the associate de-
gree program.

No new positions are 
needed for the new program, 
but Haggerty said she hopes 
to add more professors in  
the future.

DENTAL PAGE 1

The article “YSU students support the Rich Center,” which appeared in Tuesday’s edition of 
The Jambar, incorrectly referenced Alpha Zeta Delta when it should have read Alpha Xi Delta. We 
regret the error. 

CORRECTION

Seventeen national and re-
gional environmental groups 
are petitioning the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
to require oil and gas compa-
nies for the first time to report 
chemical use to the federal 
Toxic Release Inventory.

The drilling industry has 
long used and released large 

volumes of toxic chemicals, 
and that has dramatically in-
creased in the past decade with 
the rapid spread of hydraulic 
fracturing, the Environmental 
Integrity Project and 16 other 
groups said on a national tele-
conference on Wednesday.

The petition, if approved, 
would require information on 
drilling chemicals be made 
available to the public for the 
first time on the federal TRI 
database.

“The Toxic Release Inven-

tory brings daylight to dark 
corners, by requiring com-
panies to quantify and report 
their pollution to a public data 
base for everyone to see,” said 
Eric Schaeffer, executive di-
rector of the Environmental 
Integrity Project.

He added, “Why shouldn’t 
oil and gas companies be re-
quired to report these toxic 
releases under our right-to-
know laws, like so many other 
industries already do?”

The EPA estimates that 

drillers release 127,000 tons of 
hazardous air pollutants annu-
ally, second only to coal-burn-
ing power plants and more 
than other industries already 
reporting to TRI, Schaeffer 
said.

The TRI was enacted by 
Congress in 1986 after the 
Bhopal chemical disaster in 
India.

The federal program re-
quires each industrial facil-
ity to report annually on its 
releases of more than 650 

TRI-listed toxic chemicals to 
the air, land, water, landfills, 
treatment plants, recycling and 
other sites.

The drilling industry was 
largely exempted from TRI re-
porting requirements.

Other parties involved in 
the petition included Earth-
works, Clean Water Action, 
Sierra Club, the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council plus 
grass-roots groups in Pennsyl-
vania, New York, Maryland, 
Colorado and Wyoming.

Bob Downing
AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

Environmental groups want US to track chemical use in oil, gas drilling
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HOUSING
LICENSED AND INSPECTED 
BIG HOUSES, SMALL PRICES                      
Nice 4-bedroom homes for 
your group. Includes all utilities, 
appliances, ADT, cable & 
internet. From $415.00 per 
person. Call Chris 330-743-7368

Infertility is heartbreaking!  We 
help dreams come true, and 
now you can be a part of 
that miracle!  Egg donors are 
needed.  We pay $5,000 to 
women ages 21-32 who donate 
their eggs to help our patients 
become parents. Interested in 
being a donor? Have ques-
tions? Call us today!  330-375-
3596 Women helping women. 
Private and Confidential.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN –CIVIL SERVICE NETWORK 
ADIMINSTRATOR ANNUAL WAGE $49,068.93 - 58,882.72 GENERAL DUTIES:  This 
is work of a highly technical and interpersonal nature, representing a major link in 
the automation strategies for the City of Youngstown.  Work of this class involves 
participation in all levels of automated and manual systems included but not limited 
to Mainframe and Personal Computer solutions including networking and stand-alone.  
Also includes interfacing new technologies with old to   accomplish solutions in a 
sound fiscal manner with considerable interpersonal skills. Designs and Implements 
data connectivity for local area network (LAN) and wide area network (WAN) systems. 
Assists in planning, coordinating and consulting with vendors and clients for hardware/
software purchases, product services and support; recommend and specifies the 
purchase of related products and services. MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR ENTRANCE 
TO THIS EXAMINATION AS ESTABLISHED BY THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF YOUNGSTOWN ARE AS FOLLOWS:  Bachelor’s Degree in Computer 
Science, Information Technology, or related degree/certifications and at least 5 years 
of experience in the following: Email System Administration Experience, Database 
Administration; and Microsoft Windows Server 2003-08 Administration. LAN/WAN 
environment working with subnets; Help Desk; and Desktop trouble shooting/repair. 
The Candidate should have knowledge and experience in Logas.net, Microsoft Exchange 
Server, Microsoft SQL Server, Crystal Reports Monarch data mining, Symantec Antivirus 
Corporate Edition and Microsoft. Net EXAMINATION INFORMATION: TRAINING AND 
EXPERIENCE EVALUATION: Applicant’s grade will be determined based on Education and 
Experience found in the application and resume. Each applicant is required to submit a 
detailed resume of his/her education and experience at the time of filing application, 
supplemented by proof of educational attainments, training and experience (original 
transcripts required). All candidates for employment with the City of Youngstown must 
be a resident of Mahoning County or an Ohio County that is adjacent to Mahoning 
County at time of hire.  Application must be made on the regular application form 
available at the Office of the Civil Service Commission, 26 S. Phelps Street, 7th Floor 
City Hall, Youngstown, Ohio.  Applications will be accepted from 8:00 a.m. on Monday, 
October 22, 2012 through 4:00 p.m. on November 1, 2012. Applicant’s applying for 
City Resident Bonus Credit must show proof of residency by providing four different 
proofs of residency from one year ago and four current proofs of residency including 
but not limited to: Driver’s License, Bank Statements, Utility Bills, Mortgage Release/
Lease, and/or Insurance Statements and If you are a veteran and wish to claim the 
military preference credit, please bring a XEROX COPY of FORM  DD-214 showing 
proof of honorable discharge. APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER 4:00 
P.M. ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2012.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN –PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE - 
YOUNGSTOWN CITY HEALTH DISTRICT - SALARY:  $43,097.86 GENERAL DUTIES:  This 
nurse will assist families in carrying out their physician’s recommendations in making 
necessary adjustments in order to follow medical orders and rehabilitation measures. 
Assist in epidemiological investigations. Promote public understanding and utilization 
of official and non-official health nursing services in the community. Maintain records 
of nursing services to families, schools, clinics and conferences for detailed reports. 
Plan, direct, and implement a consulting and complaint handling program to insure 
that the nursing homes, Rest homes and homes for the aging are complying with 
Nursing and Rest home Laws of the Ohio Department of Health (Public Health Council) 
as adopted under the authority of the Ohio Revised Code (section 3721.04).MINIMUM 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR ENTRANCE TO THIS EXAMINATION AS ESTABLISHED BY THE 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF YOUNGSTOWN ARE AS FOLLOWS:  
Candidates are required to be a Registered Nurse;  a graduate of an accredited school 
of professional nursing; registered to practice nursing in the State of Ohio, or eligible 
for registration completion within six months of appointment; must have knowledge of 
the principles and economic forces that affect health; must possess a valid Ohio Drivers 
License; and are required to furnish an operable, fully insured vehicle for carrying out 
the job responsibilities.  (For additional information please see City website at www.
cityofyoungstownoh.com). Applicants must meet the above required qualifications to be 
considered. EXAMINATION INFORMATION: TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE EVALUATION: 
Applicant’s grade will be determined based on Education and Experience found in the 
application and resume. Each applicant is required to submit a detailed resume of his/
her education and experience at the time of filing application, supplemented by proof 
of educational attainments, training and experience.  Applications must be made on 
the regular application form available at the Office of the Civil Service Commission, 26 
S. Phelps Street., 7th Floor City Hall, Youngstown, Ohio.  Applications will be accepted 
from 8:00 a.m. on Monday, October 22, 2012 through 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 
1, 2012. APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER 4:00 P.M. ON THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 1, 2012.

Do you want fries 
with that?

On Saturday evening, a 
YSU police officer reported 
to the McDonald’s on Fifth 
Avenue in reference to a man 
who refused to move his car 
from the drive-thru window; 
by the time that the officer 
arrived at the restaurant, traf-
fic was backed up around the 
building. The man told YSU 
Police that he did not receive 
his order because the employ-
ees refused to give it to him. 
The man claimed that he had 
winning Monopoly pieces 
for his food, but did not have 
them with him. The man was 
asked to pull out of the drive-
thru lane in order to solve 
his dispute over Monopoly 
pieces and was warned not 
to return to that McDonald’s 
location after becoming irate. 
The man said he would be in 
contact with his lawyer about  
the matter. 

Drunk man taken  
to hospital

On Sunday, an officer on 
patrol observed a Youngstown 
police unit and EMS unit on 
Arlington Avenue as they re-
sponded to a victim lying in 
a yard. The man appeared to 
be intoxicated and was unable 
to state his current address. 
He was sent to St. Elizabeth 
Health Center, where he re-
ported his cause for uncon-
sciousness as being hit in the 
back of the head by an un-
known assailant.

Brazilian students, 
faculty visit YSU for 

14th year
As part of YSU’s Center 

of Excellence in International 
Business, graduate students 
and faculty from the Univer-
sity of Sao Paulo in Brazil will 
attend business lectures and 
area business tours from Oct. 
28 through Nov. 1. They’ll 
tour local retail establishments 
like Best Buy, Home Depot 
and Sam’s Club. In addition, 
seminars about business-to-
business marketing, emerging 
trends in marketing commu-
nication, tools for strategic 
decision-making and business 
perspectives will be presented 
by YSU faculty. For more in-
formation about the business-
study tour, contact Tony Kos, 
special assistant to the dean, at 
724-456-7368.

Flute festival 
planned for  
next week

The Dana School of Music 
will host the 20th annual Dana 
Flute Festival on Nov. 3 from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Bliss 
Hall. The event is designed 
for flute players of all levels, 
and it will include workshops, 
vendor exhibits, guest artist 
performances, master classes 
and a guest artist recital. Par-
ticipants should bring their 
own instruments. The cost is 
$16 per student if registered 
prior to the event, and $20 at 
the door. Register online at the 
YSU College of Fine and Per-
forming Art’s website, or by 
calling 330-941-1831. Parents 
are welcome to attend for free, 
and parking will be available 
in the Wick Avenue deck for a 
small fee. 
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Youngstown State Univer-
sity students Julian Kalis and 
Cory German recently decided 
to travel to a campground — 
one that, rumor has it, has been 
overtaken by cannibals. 

They weren’t doing it for 
giggles; instead, they were 
starring in “Night of the Can-
nibals,” an independent horror 
film directed by Joe Mohn of 
Girard. 

“Night of the Cannibals” 
is a film about several friends 
who hear rumors of cannibals 
who roam a campground. 
They decide to brush off the 
rumors, and end up visiting the 
campground to party. 

But they find out that they 
probably should’ve remained 
superstitious.  

Kalis and German play the 
roles of “Chris” and “Joe,” re-
spectively. In the film, they’re 
best friends. 

“[Kalis’] character is a bit 
of a loose cannon, whereas my 
character sort of brings him 
down to earth,” German said. 

Since they’re friends in real 
life, they both said it was a fun 
experience.  

“That chemistry comes 
across in the film,” Mohn said. 

After more than a year 
working on the film, the cast 
and crew are looking forward 
to showing it off to family 
and friends on Saturday at the 
Halloween Horror Expo at the 
Eastwood Expo Center.

Filming began in August 
2011 and wrapped up that No-
vember. 

“It has definitely been a 
long time coming,” German 
said. 

Kalis said he is both excited 
and nervous for the premiere. 

“I’ve been dying to see 

it,” he said. “I’m just nervous 
about my family seeing it be-
cause I do have a sex scene, 
and there is a scene where I am 
being tortured.”

Mohn said he was worried 
that the film, which was filmed 
with one camera and in harsh 
weather, wouldn’t go into pro-
duction. 

“People were getting really 
stressed and overwhelmed,” 
Mohn said. “One time, I al-
most threw the script in the 
fire, and I had to step back. I 
was like, ‘We’ve got this far. 
Why quit?’” 

Mohn said he’s wanted to 
write and direct horror films 
since he was a child. The 
25-year-old filmmaker said 
he likes to take a different ap-
proach to send a shiver down 

the spines of audience mem-
bers. 

In addition, Mohn said he 
likes to use real weapons in 
his movies, rather than props. 
This made for some close en-
counters — but made the ac-
tors’ jobs easier. 

“There is a scene where 
I am being chased by a man 
with a chainsaw, and it’s a real 
chainsaw,” Kalis said. “I was 
running through the woods, 
and I was actually scared.” 

In one scene, Kalis’ charac-
ter trips, and the cannibal with 
a chainsaw stands over him 
and slices a tree. The scene al-
most caused Kalis to lose his 
hand, he said. 

“I like to do my own stunts, 
and I’m OK,” Kalis said.  

That wasn’t the only in-

stance where he had a close 
encounter with a sharp object. 

“There is a part where I am 
getting tortured, and the can-
nibal has a machete and he’s 
acting like he is going to slit 
my throat,” Kalis said. “Well, 
there is a part where he actu-
ally cuts into me, but it’s fake 
skin and prosthetics.”  

After washing off, he found 
that the machete had grazed 
his skin. 

Mohn said the cast was so 
willing to go the extra mile 
that he often had to step in. 

“We use real weapons, but I 
still want everyone to be safe,” 
Mohn said. “Once everything 
is edited together, it looks very 
real.”  

Mohn said he plans to 
make more films and possibly 

turn “Night of the Cannibals” 
into a trilogy. 

“There aren’t a lot of canni-
bal movies out there compared 
to zombie or slasher films,” he 
said.  

This project has also 
opened up doors for both Kalis 
and German.

Kalis said he has plans to 
star in other horror films that 
are in pre-production.  

 Although German said he 
is taking some time off from 
acting to focus on school, he’s 
been offered roles in other in-
dependent films. 

“It’s definitely something 
I want to get back into,” Ger-
man said. “I always wanted an 
opportunity to get into acting, 
and I’m so excited to see this 
project finally come together.” 

Marissa McIntyre
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

begging, pleading  and  bleeding
Students star in independent horror film

Julian Kalis crawls out of a muddy pond as he runs from a cannibal, all while acting in the independent horror film “Night of the 
Cannibals.” Photo courtesy of Julian Kalis. 

Malloree Miller helps one of her students, Becca, with a dance during her class for kids with 
special needs. Miller hopes that this trial run of classes is successful so she can continue to teach 
dance to special education students. Photo by Marissa McIntyre/The Jambar.

On Wednesday, Charlotte 
Campolito dropped off her 
grandson, David Campolito, 
at his second dance class.  

Before walking into class, 
he had an outburst and wanted 
to go home. David Campolito, 
who is autistic, has trouble ad-
justing to new environments.

He calmed down at the 
sight of Malloree Miller, a 
Youngstown State University 
dance management major. 

After graduating from high 
school, Miller began teaching 
at the Performing Arts Center 
in Canfield. Having started 
her college career as a spe-
cial education major, she 
wanted to combine 
her two passions. 

Now, she 
has begun to 
teach stu-
dents with 
D o w n 
syndrome, 
a u t i s m , 
p h y s i c a l 
disabilities 
and atten-
tion deficit 
h y p e r a c t i v -
ity disorder, also 
known as ADHD. 

“I have ADHD, so I 
know how to relate to these 
kids,” Miller said.

Charlotte Campolito said 
it’s hard to find activities for 
her grandson to do, and it’s 
important to their family that 
David Campolito has the same 
experiences as other kids. She 
said finding this class was  

a blessing. 
“It makes us feel good to 

know he can be with other 
children and associate with 
kids like him,” Charlotte 
Campolito said. “Anytime we 
find something like this, we 
like to try it out. Sometimes 
he’s accepting, and sometimes 
he isn’t. So, I’m glad he’s en-
joying this.”

Lisa Friend, owner of the 
Performing Arts Center, said 
she supported Miller right 
away. 

“We thought it was a fabu-
lous idea,” Friend said. 

With this class being a trial 
run, she said the center didn’t 
do much advertising, but still 
got a good turnout of students. 

“We have a good base of 
parents that work with special 
needs kids, so we thought it 

would be a good fit,” 
Friend said. 

Miller said 
she was 

n e r v o u s 
d u r i n g 
the mo-
m e n t s 
l e a d -
ing up 
to the 
f i r s t 

specia l 
education 

dance class 
she taught on 

Oct. 17.
“It was stressful. I 

had to watch everybody and 
make sure they were all OK. 
If one of the kids were to get 
hurt, that wouldn’t be good,” 
Miller said. 

To her delight, the kids and 
parents were excited to return 
for another dance lesson. 

“One of the kids didn’t 

want to leave. She was hang-
ing onto the wall, saying she 
wanted to keep going,” Miller 
said. 

On Wednesday, Miller 
taught the second special edu-
cation dance class and greeted 
the kids with enthusiasm while 
giving them encouragement 
throughout the class. 

During the classes, Miller 
has each of the eight students 
pair up with a dancer from her 
regular classes. She doesn’t 
teach them routines, but teach-
es them basic dance moves 
and stretches. 

Friend said pairing the kids 
with another dancer is another 
plus to the class.

“I love that it gives dancers 
the opportunity to volunteer 
and to get hands-on experi-
ence to what they may want 
to do someday,” Friend said. 
“This also gives the parents a 
little break. For 45 minutes, 

they can go get coffee and  
just relax.”

Miller plays songs the kids 
would be familiar with during 
the class. 

“They really like that song 
‘Call me Maybe.’ It’s so fun to 
see what dance moves they’ll 
do when that song comes on,” 
Miller said. 

The students range in age 
from 6 to 19 years old. Miller 
said she was worried about 
how the mix would play out at 
first, but was pleased with the 
turnout. 

“They all got along; we had 
no problems. If anything, they 
comforted each other and fed 
off of each other,” Miller said. 

The Performing Arts Cen-
ter is one of the only dance 
studios in the area to offer 
such a class.  

“It made me feel proud to 
think that this would work out. 
I hope that it grows more,” 

Miller said. 
So far, she has taught two 

classes and two more are 
scheduled. Miller hopes she 
can continue to teach the class 
regularly.  

“This has challenged me as 
well. It has helped me explain 
things to my helpers and has 
given me the opportunity to 
step up my abilities,” Miller 
said. 

Friend said the parents she 
has talked to hope the program 
continues. 

“I wish they could 
come up with more for 
special needs kids,”  
Charlotte Campolito said. 

Miller said she hopes to 
open her own dance studio and 
exhibit her teaching and dance 
skills after graduation. 

“These kids have already 
taught me so much,” Miller 
said. “They’re so much smart-
er than people know.” 

Marissa McIntyre
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

Shall we dance?
Student helps special education children find joy through dance
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Opinion

Some polls indicate that voter 
enthusiasm, especially among 
young and minority voters is ebb-
ing — a marked change from 2008. 
Whomever you support for presi-
dent this year, it's a concern if fewer 
people decide to exercise their right 
to have a say in the political pro-
cess.

Anyone who is eligible should 
vote.

Voting is the one way you can 
have your concerns heard. As the 
saying goes: If you don't vote, don't 
complain.

And while we realize that the 
question of voter identification is 
contentious, we're glad that Wis-
consin's voters will not have to con-
tend with that during this election. 
That means that 300,000 eligible 
voters who do not have a driver's 
license or a state ID card, according 
to at least one estimate, can remain 
a part of the process. Election integ-

rity is essential but there has been 
no evidence of widespread voter 
fraud. Even if there was, it couldn't 
be stopped with a voter ID card. 
In the absence of fraud, there is no 
reason for a voter ID law — unless 
the point is to discourage voting.

Consider the situation in Ten-
nessee. On Thursday, with less than 
20 days before the presidential elec-
tion, a judge is still trying to deter-
mine whether the state's photo ID 
law is constitutional. This comes a 
day after voters have already begun 
casting early ballots for the general 
election.

With so little time left before the 
election, it could be a nightmare 
for any state to suddenly change its 
law.

In Wisconsin, a voter ID law 
pushed through by Republicans has 
been hung up in the courts. Texas, 
South Carolina and Pennsylvania 
are delaying implementation of 
similar laws. Wisconsin residents 
can still register at a polling place 
on election day and vote, an ele-
ment of state law that we hope nev-
er changes.

And about those billboards in 

some low-income and minority 
communities and elsewhere: "Voter 
Fraud is a Felony," they say. That 
sort of intimidation should be an-
swered en masse —by voting. Such 
messages are designed to confuse 
and discourage eligible voters from 
doing their duty. Answer them.

Voting needs to be free, fair and 
accessible to everyone. When it is, 
voter enthusiasm goes up because 
people are participants in the pro-
cess.

But to ensure that people are a 
part of the process, they need to 
know their rights — what is re-
quired of them when they go to 
vote. And they need to know where 
they can quickly find the right in-
formation.

Organizations such as the 
League of Women Voters have trav-
eled to many states, including Wis-
consin, to pass out fliers with the 
latest information and get people 
registered. They will have volun-
teers at some polling places.

The American political process 
works best when people get to the 
polls and make their voices heard. 
Make sure you do that on Nov. 6.

Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel
(MCT)

Do your duty this year: Exercise your right to vote

President Cynthia Anderson embodies 
the spirit of Youngstown State University.

Being from the Steel Valley, she knows 
the value of hard work.

She earned a bachelor’s degree from 
YSU and eventually became an instruc-
tor at her alma mater, where she worked 
through the ranks to the top administrative 
position.

But it was a personal email from Ander-
son that speaks volumes about her.

During an interview, a Jambar editor 
asked Anderson what she hoped to be re-
membered for. As financial issues dominat-
ed the hourlong conversation, the answer 
was in that context.

But the next day she emailed a more 
personal answer.

“I have always been an advocate for our 
students — and I would hope that our stu-
dents would remember me as a person who 
made a difference in their lives,” Anderson 
wrote.

This wasn’t all she wrote, but it summed 
up her point.

While some may interpret this as a cli-
che response, the fact that she took the time 
to go out of her way and elaborate showed 
she spent time thinking about the question 
even after she left Fedor Hall.

From early beginnings in student gov-
ernment (she’s the reason we need fliers to 
be approved by SGA, by the way), Ander-
son climbed the professional ladder higher 
than nearly any other Penguin.

We should all manifest her drive, pas-
sion and determination, while maintaining 
the amount of loyalty and compassion that 
makes her the lovable, vibrant spirit we’ve 
come to appreciate.

She’s not infallible, and this isn’t to say 
we’ll agree with all future decisions she 
makes as president.

However, we can never foresee an in-
stance where we question Anderson’s pri-
orities.

Like a boss

Information provided in Counselor’s Corner is not medical advice and is not intended to be diagnos-
tic or prescriptive. Readers should not infer that a professional counseling relationship has been estab-
lished. Only medical and licensed mental health professionals can provide diagnostic and treatment ser-
vices. For help with an immediate mental health concern, contact your family physician or one of the 
following offices/agencies to obtain assistance: (1) YSU Counseling Services, Jones Hall, Room 1034, 
330-941-3515; (2) YSU Community Counseling Clinic (select service hours), Beeghly College of Educa-
tion, Room 3101, 330-941-3056; (3) Turning Point Counseling (two blocks from the YSU campus), 611 
Belmont Ave., 330-744-2991; or (4) Help Hotline Crisis Center (Crisis Suicide and Information Center),  
330-747-2696.

There are several important 
points that parents and others 
should consider in preparing a child 
for the death of a loved one. One of 
the most important is to understand 
the child’s capacity to comprehend 
death. Very young children do not 
possess the cognitive ability to un-
derstand the meaning of death. So, 
for the death of a loved one to make 
sense, parents must use words that 
the child can understand to explain 
that the loved one is gone forever.

Parents should be honest in 
talking with children about death 
and avoid the temptation to ex-
plain death through the use of false 
metaphors such as the loved one 
“having gone to sleep” or “having 
gone away.” Although generally 
motivated by a desire to soften the 
blow of an impending loss, the use 
of such metaphors may create un-
foreseen problems. 

Young children may develop 
fears about dying if they go to 
sleep or come to believe that they 
are responsible for the loved one’s 
departure. Children’s abilities to 
understand death increase with 
age, brain development and life ex-
periences, so parents must be able 

to explain death in words appropri-
ate for the child’s developmental 
level and immediate needs. 

Another important point for 
parents to understand is that some 
children may respond to news of 
the imminent death of a loved one 
with fear that those the child de-
pends upon most for love and care 
may also die and leave him or her 
alone and helpless. Therefore, it is 
critical for parents to provide assur-
ance that someone will always be 
available to care for the child, even 
if the impending death is that of a 
parent or other important caregiver. 

Depending upon the age of the 
child, parents may prepare the 
child for what to expect follow-
ing the death of a loved one. Such 
information may include simple 
statements about what will happen 
to the body after death, how fam-
ily members may respond to the 
death (allowing the child to under-
stand that deep sadness, anger and 
confusion are all normal reactions) 
and family customs for honoring 
the life of the loved one, including 
funeral rites. Parents should invite, 
but not coerce, children to partici-
pate in wakes and other activities 

designed to honor the life of the 
deceased person in order to cre-
ate opportunities for psychological 
closure. 

Another crucial consideration 
for parents and caregivers is to al-
low the child to grieve in his or her 
own way. Some children may want 
to talk with adults or other family 
members about the death, while 
others may engage in storytelling, 
drawing, crying or angry outbursts. 
All of these reactions are normal 
and appropriate. 

Parents should understand that 
grieving is a natural process that 
proceeds and comes to resolution 
for different children in different 
ways and at different rates. 

Finally, if a child is unable to 
grieve or if the intensity of grief 
does not subside with the passage 
of time, parents may consider join-
ing the child in treatment with a 
counseling professional who spe-
cializes in grief counseling.

If you have a question or con-
cern that you would like to submit 
to Counselor’s Corner, please go to 
thejambar.com, click the “Counsel-
or’s Corner” link at the top of the 
page and follow the instructions.

Preparing 
young 
children 
for the 
death of a 
loved one
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SPORTS BRIEFS

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT

While the Football Championship 
Subdivision playoffs begin on Nov. 24, 
the Youngstown State University foot-
ball team will start its own “playoffs” 
slightly earlier.

Holding a 4-3 record — including 1-3 
in the Missouri Valley Football Confer-
ence — the Penguins will approach Sat-
urday’s matchup at South Dakota State 
University with a do-or-die attitude.

“This is a playoff game; I guess you 
can say it’s Week 1 of the playoffs,” 
safety Donald D’Alesio said. “We know 
we probably can’t afford to lose another 
game.”

An 8-3 record would guarantee YSU 
a playoff spot, while any lesser record 
would make it difficult for the Penguins 
to qualify.

“It would depend on who you beat 
and who you didn’t [beat] and strength of 
schedule,” said head football coach Eric 
Wolford. “If we want to get in, this is a 
playoff game.”

In South Dakota, the Penguins will 

visit a playoff-quality team. The Jackrab-
bits are 5-2 overall and 3-1 in the con-
ference. SDSU has also defeated YSU in 
each of the past two seasons.

“We want to get back at ‘em a little 
bit,” D’Alesio said. “We can use that as 
a chip on our shoulder to try and go there 
and knock them off.”

It will be no small feat for the Pen-
guins, as SDSU has already sold approx-
imately 15,000 tickets for a stadium that 
seats only about 10,000.

“It’s a playoff game atmosphere,” 
Wolford said. 

Although the Penguins are excited to 
test SDSU, it’s safe to say YSU is eager 
to end the month of October. 

So far this month, opponents have 
outscored the Penguins 121-56. Mean-
while, YSU committed eight turnovers 
in 12 quarters, five of those coming last 
week against Southern Illinois Univer-
sity.

“In October, going back, you look 
at the turnovers,” Wolford said. “That’s 
something that we have not been doing 
for the most part since I’ve been here.”

In addition, the Penguins haven’t 
been scoring in the second half. In each 
of their three losses, they’ve been shut 

out in the final two quarters.
It’s a glaring problem, and Wolford 

and his staff are still searching for the an-
swer to their second-half woes.

“That’s the magic question,” Wolford 
said. “Specifically, it’s a lack of execu-
tion. I can’t put it any simpler than that. 
We’ve got the plays. We’ve got to ex-
ecute them.”

One positive from the SIU loss was 
the performance from the YSU defense. 
They allowed only 17 points on 256 total 
yards and forced four three-and-outs.

“We simplified things a little bit, and 
that made it a lot easier for us,” lineback-
er Ali Cheaib said. “I think we played 
well.”

Seeing the defensive improvements 
from simplifying the playbook, Wolford 
said he’ll take the same approach this 
week with the offense. 

But a greater concern for the Pen-
guins is to put strong performances from 
the offense, defense and special teams 
together — something they haven’t been 
able to do.

“I don’t think anything is more frus-
trating than that because we have the tal-
ent,” Cheaib said. “We gotta bite down 
and find a way to get everything done.”

Backs against the wall
YSU ready for self-proclaimed playoffs

Steve Wilaj
SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s golf  
finishes sixth, 

men’s golf takes 
ninth in Dayton 
On Tuesday, the women’s 

golf team finished sixth at 
the Dayton Fall Invitation-
al, held at the NCR Coun-
try Club; the team had a 
score of 615 for the event 
(318-297). Allison Mitzel, 
a sophomore, set a school 
record when she carded a 
round of 67; Katie Rogner, 
who carded a 70 on Sept. 6, 
2010, at the YSU Fall Invi-
tational, previously held the 
record. In addition, Aislynn 
Merling tied for 25th place 
with a score of 155 (76-79), 
Sarah Heimlich took 36th 
place with a 158 (84-74), 
Sana Khan took 53rd with a 
162 (85-77) and Emily Ro-
hanna took 59th with a 163 
(82-81). 

At the same event, the 
men’s golf team placed 
ninth, posting rounds of 305 
and 301 to finish with a two-
round total of 606. Bryan 
Yeo led the Penguins, finish-
ing in 15th place with a two-
round score of 148 (75-73). 
Steven Sveda came in 33th 
with score of 151 (75-76), 
Mark Olbrych came in 35th 
with a 152 (74-78), D.J. Hol-
ub came in 59th with a 156 
(81-75) and Bill Gaffney 
came in 69th with a 158 (81-
77). The tournament was the 
final fall event for both the 
men and the women. 

 Podolsky takes 
HL Women’s  

Soccer Defensive  
Player title

It’s the second time this 
season that freshman Jackie 
Podolsky has been named 
the Horizon League Wom-
en’s Soccer Defensive Play-
er of the Week; she earned 
the same award on Oct. 1. 
Podolsky contributed a ca-
reer-high seven saves to the 
Penguins’ 1-0 win over Val-
paraiso University on Satur-
day, and she also recorded 
the first combined shutout of 
her career. 

Penguins fans can now 
win prizes by name-dropping 
Youngstown State University 
on various social networking 
websites through Penguin 
Points, the university’s new 
rewards program. 

Those interested can reg-
ister on the Penguin Points 
website, http://penguin-
points.com, and have the 
opportunity to win jerseys, 
team autographs and tick-
ets to YSU athletic events, 
among other prizes. 

 John Vogel, the assistant 
sports information direc-
tor at YSU, said the website 
launched on Sept. 1, and the 
program will last until Dec. 
14.

 “We want our fans to en-
gage with us, and Penguin 
Points is the best way we can 
interact with them,” Vogel 
said.

 For instance, participants 
receive points for liking, 
commenting, sharing and 
checking in on Facebook, or 
tweeting with a hashtag and 
retweeting on Twitter. Other 
social networking possibili-
ties include Foursquare and 
YouTube. 

 “Students have a chance 
of accumulating endless 

amount of points,” Vogel 
said.

  In addition, students can 
enter their student ID num-
ber and email address on 
the website; subsequently, 
each time they use their ID 
at university events and se-
lect locations, they’ll receive 
points. 

 The 50 participants who 
have accumulated the most 
points will be entered in a 
drawing for the top prizes. 
Those winners will be cho-
sen at random.

  “The point structure is 

the key factor,” said Robb 
Schmidt, the assistant athlet-
ic director for marketing and 
promotions. 

 Kevin Davis, a telecom-
munications major, is in third 
place as of Wednesday. Da-
vis, who has accumulated 
close to 23,000 Penguin 
Points, said he really enjoys 
the competition. 

 “I registered for Penguin 
Points mainly because it 
keeps track of all of my posts 
on social networks, and I can 
receive some cool prizes,” 
Davis said. “It is really easy 

to join, and it doesn’t con-
sume a lot of my time either. 
I like it because I already at-
tend all the YSU events, and 
now I can get prizes just for 
going.”

  Schmidt said he hopes 
the program will grow in  
popularity.

“Whether the web-
site is a success or not is 
too early to say since it is 
brand new and we have 
two more months until the 
contest is over,” he said.  
“The plan is to get the  
students more involved.” 

Participating in Penguin Points
Christina Mullen
REPORTER

Jamaine Cook rushes the ball in YSU’s loss to Southern Illinois University on Saturday. The Penguins are looking to bounce back 
when they travel to South Dakota State University this weekend. Photo by Dustin Livesay/The Jambar. 

COURTESY OF YSU SPORTS INFORMATION.

Aronde Stanton

Year:  Senior
Height: 6’2’’
Hometown: Detroit 
Position: Defensive tackle

In last week’s loss to 
Southern Illinois University, 
Stanton recorded 4.5 tackles 
for loss. He also totaled two 
sacks and a career-high 10 
tackles. Stanton, a defensive 
captain, has started every 
game for the Penguins since 
transferring to YSU in 2011. 
The senior defensive tackle 
is the recipient of the 2012-
2013 Jermaine Hopkins Ac-
ademic Scholarship.
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