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FlashNotes founder Mike Matousek is one of the masterminds 
behind the latest technology that's come out of the YBI.

YBI start-up allows students 
to buy, sel class notes online
Bill Rusu

REPORTER

A website that would allow 
college students across the 
country to buy and sell class 
notes, study guides and book 
summaries online is getting its 
start in Youngstown.

Founders of FlashNotes 
think the project will become 
“the eBay for college stu
dents.”

FlashNotes began in a sta
tistics class at Kent State Uni
versity, as founder Mike Ma
tousek began selling his notes 
to friends who didn’t regularly 
attend class. Shortly afterward, 
Matousek had a computer sci
ence student develop an initial 
site, and FlashNotes was bom.

Approximately 747 trans
actions occurred within the 
website’s first month. Ma

tousek then teamed up with 
Dave Petruziello, a graduate 
of the University of Michigan 
and former NFL player, who 
“put the foundation in place to 
make FlashNotes a real com
pany.”

FlashNotes is located in the 
Youngstown Business Incu
bator. YBI CEO Jim Cossler 
said, “FlashNotes is the per
fect storm for an e-commerce 
site.”

FlashNotes delivers the 
most valuable demographic 
for advertisers, which consists 
of college students, ages 18 to 
22, Cossler said. Cossler also 
said FlashNotes has an answer 
for the two biggest issues that 
all e-commerce websites face: 
content creation and market
ing. Because users are creating 
the content and are also doing 
the marketing, FlashNotes has
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Students report University Plaza lighting problems
Keith Stinson
REPORTER

According to Youngstown 
State University’s “Your Right 
to Know” 2010-2011 annual 
report, no major crimes in
cluding murder or manslaugh
ter were committed in a three- 
year span on or near campus 
grounds. However, some YSU 
residents have begun to fear 
for their safety as they head for 
their dorms at night.

“I have to call someone 
when walking from my car 
into Buechner because I’m

actually scared,” said senior 
Halle Baird who resides in 
Buechner Hall.

Baird is just one of many 
students who venture back to 
campus at night to find that the 
street lights are out on Univer
sity Plaza and throughout the 
F-l and R-4 parking lots.

Senior Katy Accetta is a 
five-year resident of Buech
ner Hall. She can’t remember 
a time when the lights went 
out as much as they have this 
semester.

“It’s been happening more 
frequently,” Accetta said. “I 
rely on the lights as I ’m com
ing back from work at night,

and without them on I’m even 
more nervous.”

Computers placed at des
ignated locations on campus 
control all security and land
scaping lights across the YSU 
campus. The signals are trans
mitted to a main computer da
tabase in the basement of Tod 
Hall.

The process of safely light
ing campus begins when a 
signal is sent via photocells 
located on top of Maag Li
brary to the different univer
sity computers. Both secu
rity and landscaping lights are 
time-sensitive and will turn on
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Center for Nonprofit Leadership receives grant funds
Joe Giesy
NEWS EDITOR

The Center for Nonprofit Leadership at 
Youngstown State University is receiving 
$15,500 in grant funding for the second year of 
its Pay It Forward program. The funds come 
from Ohio Campus Compact and will be dis
tributed among three classes for in-class use.

The three classes that will receive the grant 
money to distribute are Nonprofit Community 
Service taught by Laura McCaskey, Nonprofit 
Leadership taught by Lawrence Molitemo and 
Basic Public Relations taught by Michael Pon- 
tikos.

McCaskey is also director of the Center for 
Nonprofit Leadership and organizer of the Pay 
It Forward program.

Pay It Forward received 57 applications re
questing more than $200,500 last year, she said. 
They were only able to distribute four grants 
totaling $13,500.

The Nonprofit Community Service class 
awarded $4,500 to Inspiring Minds, while the

Nonprofit Leadership class awarded $4,500 to 
the McDonald Local Schools’ Being Excited 
About Reading Bags Literacy Program. The 
Basic Public Relations class awarded $2,250 to 
Etruscan Press and $2,250 to Habitat for Hu
manity of Mahoning County.

Inspiring Minds out of Warren used the mon
ey primarily for direct services of their Learn
ing with a Purpose after-school program and 
also for computer lab supplies such as tables, 
chairs, pens and pencils.

Deryck Toles, founder of the program, said 
some of the money has also been used to buy 
food the program gives the kids while they are 
learning.

As a Master of Business Administration 
graduate student at YSU, Toles started Inspir
ing Minds in 2006 after he returned home. He 
saw many of the kids in his neighborhood expe
riencing some of the same environmental issues 
he went through growing up.

Inspiring Minds is a youth organization 
geared toward kindergarten through high 
school. It focuses on education for all partici-
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Patrick Donovan
REPORTER

On Saturday, members of the Youngstown State Univer
sity Student Government Association hosted the Wick Pol
lock gardens cleanup.

SGA members started the project in 2006. Representa
tives from SGA, the Emerging Leaders Program, the Stu
dent African-American Brotherhood, the Student Nonprofit 
Leadership Organization and the YSU Association of Clas
sified Employees were all in attendance bright and early Sat
urday morning, ready and willing to get their hands dirty.

Under the direction of retired groundskeeper Larry Took- 
er, who oversees upkeep of the garden, volunteers spent their 
morning raking leaves, removing dead plants and sweeping 
sidewalks in the garden.

“I was surprised at the number of students and staff that 
showed up. Over the last several years, only approximately 
six to 10 students have shown up. I am extremely excited to 
say that we had 25 plus in attendance,” said SGA President 
Nick Meditz.

The overwhelming response to the project was attributed, 
in part, to some creative advertising provided by Gina Russo 
and Graphic Services, which helped get the word out to ev
eryone on campus.

“It is my belief that students generally want to get in
volved but often are unaware of [how] to get involved. I 
think the great advertising we had for this project alleviated 
the problem,” Meditz said.

With the record-breaking attendance for the project and 
the desire of students to get more involved on campus, SGA 
has begun discussions of more projects centered on the gar
den.

“There will be the Wick Pollock gardens spring planting, 
and we’re talking about a larger, campus-wide campaign of 
spring cleaning events,” said SGA Vice President of univer
sity affairs Gary Davenport.

Although falling temperatures and construction on Pol
lock House will limit access to the gardens for students in 
the winter months, the gardens will be open again for every
one to enjoy in the spring semester.

Students are urged to take some time out of their sched
ules to find the “secret garden” and enjoy a piece of YSU 
history that has been around since the 1920s.

“Before becoming involved in the Wick Pollock cleanup, 
I actually didn’t even know the garden existed. It is a beauti
ful place when the flowers are blooming in the spring. It’s 
like a hidden treasure, and not many know about it,” Meditz 
said.
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What are you doing to 
celebrate Veteran's Day on

Thursday?

"I always call my dad 
and my grandpa and 
thank them for their ser
vice to this country."
Bob Slepsky, senior

"I'm going to Outback 
Steakhouse to get a 
bloomin' onion with  
my cousin. He just got 
home from serving in 
Iraq."
Elaina Bella, sophomore

"I don't know about 
anything going on re
ally. We should have 
a parade or something 
like that here on cam
pus."
Andy Schumaker, senior
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Student 
nominated for 

Rhodes Scholarship
Senior Erik Johnson of 

Boardman, a biology pre-med
icine major, has been nominat
ed for the Rhodes Scholarship, 
the oldest international educa
tional fellowship. If Johnson 
is selected, he would become 
the first Rhodes representative 
from YSU and have the op
portunity to study at England’s 
University of Oxford for up to 
three years. Johnson is a four- 
year member of the YSU foot
ball team and a Leslie H. Co
chran University Scholar; he 
has also actively volunteered 
in the community.

Raga Boyz to 
perform Nov. 21
Raga Boyz, a musical group 

from Pakistan and India, will 
perform Nov. 21 at 6 p.m. in 
Kilcawley Center’s Chestnut 
Room as part of the YSU Per
forming Arts Series. The band 
blends classical, semi-classi- 
cal, hip-hop and rock styles 
and uses up-tempo lyrics and 
verses. The concert is free and 
open to the public.

Football fan 
falls in Stambaugh 

Stadium
At the YSU football game 

on Oct. 30, a woman fell in 
section four of Stambaugh 
Stadium. She tripped while 
walking down the steps, injur
ing her head, left shoulder and 
left knee. She was transported 
to St. Elizabeth Health Center.

Suspicious 
person brings article 

to Jambar office
On Wednesday, university 

police officers reported to Fe
dor Hall in reference to a sus
picious person. The suspect 
said he attended Youngstown 
Early College and wanted to 
deliver an article to The Jam
bar for possible publication. 
The suspect has shown violent 
behavior toward officers in the 
past. He was searched and left 
the area without further inci
dent.

n a n
Midterm election results indicate change for state, nation
Laurence Haley
REPORTER

After all the votes of Nov. 
2’s midterm election were 
counted, change has come to 
the political guards across the 
country. On the national level, 
the Republicans won a majori
ty of seats in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. On the state 
level, Ohio’s new governor is 
a Republican.

“I guess in a very broad 
sense you can expect a more 
hostile environment for higher 
education or state-supported 
higher education,” said Da
vid Porter, a political science 
professor at Youngstown State 
University and director of the 
Global Education Program, 
of John Kasich being elected 
governor of Ohio.

“There’s been somewhat 
of a belief that the role of the 
state government, or the role 
of government in general with 
public education, should be 
drastically reduced,” he said.

Porter said the main issue 
raised is that most Ohio gradu
ates move out of state, so Ohio 
is spending money to educate 
them for other states to ben
efit.

After losing $1.5 million in 
state funding, YSU is expect
ing another cut next year.

Porter said some of the 
budget-cut estimates are in the 
area of $20 million or more 
across the state of Ohio. Such 
a large funding cut will have a 
substantial impact on the most 
expensive programs.

“Some of those programs 
are the ones the university is 
trying to build and serve the

area with, so that can become 
a bit of a problem,” he said.

On a national level, Porter 
said the Tea Party’s agenda in
cludes elimination of the U.S. 
Department of Education and 
the reprivatization of student 
loans.

Participants in the Tea Par
ty movement aim to limit gov
ernment involvement. Porter 
said it’s too early to say what 
role more traditional Republi
cans will play.

The Federal Pell Grant 
would be the biggest target 
in eliminating the U.S. De
partment of Education, Porter 
said. Turning student loans 
back over to the private sec
tor would probably increase 
public school costs while also 
substantially increasing stu
dent costs.

Government student loans

are given at a lower interest 
rate than private loans, and 
payments are less than 10 
percent of the borrower’s in
come.

“That’s on the chopping 
block as far as the Tea Party is 
concerned,” Porter said.

In 1994, when Newt Gin
grich moved too fast on the 
Contract with America, he 
ended up losing substantially. 
This leads to hesitation and 
concern among the more sea
soned Republicans to avoid a 
repeat of history, he said.

“It’s very easy to talk about 
cutting and balancing the bud
get but,‘Oh, by the way, we 
need to spend $100 billion less 
on the military,’ and well, you 
just lost a number of conser
vative votes. There are some 
political limitations as to what 
they can do,” Porter said.
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Football trainer, doctor discuss wears and tears of the game
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Andrea DeMart
NEWS EDITOR

Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker James Harrison has made news 
recently with three penalties and fines totaling $100,000 for his 
controversial hits on opposing team players.

Only one of the fined hits resulted in a serious injury, but the 
entire football community has taken notice.

John Doneyko, head athletic trainer at Youngstown State 
University, said he and the other trainers work hard to keep the 
football team healthy.

“The first and foremost thing we do with them is try to give 
them good nutritional advice [and] make sure they’re getting 
enough rest,” he said. “When they have a small thing, we start 
treatment right away just to make sure it doesn’t turn into a big 
thing.”

Dr. Joseph Ethen, unofficial team chiropractor, said he vol
unteers his time to keep the players healthy by adjusting them 
before games.

“If there is [a] back or neck injury that the trainers cannot take 
care of at YSU in the training room, it means it’s a little bit more 
serious and needs a little more attention. They will send them to 
me,” he said.

Ethen said players get adjusted before games to decrease inju
ry. Adjusting the spine makes it more mobile and also increases 
performance.

In general, the most common football injuries he treats are 
spinal and neck injuries that result from helmet-to-helmet con
tact during a game.

Healing after an injury for athletes is not as difficult as it is 
for others since athletes are already “primed,” making it easier to 
regain the pre-injury condition, he said.

“Everybody’s different, that’s the thing, and every injury is 
different too,” Ethen said. “You can have two people go through

the same injury and have completely different outcomes.”
A lot of the injuries are determined by type of position, 

Doneyko said.
“Obviously we have linemen, offensive linemen, with a bunch 

of shoulder injuries. We have defensive backs with a bunch of 
hip and shoulder injuries. Some finger injuries on defensive line, 
concussion-type injuries to our linebackers, our defensive backs, 
our receivers,” he said.

Ethen said it is a group effort to keep all players safe.
“It’s really important that we as a staff — the chiropractor, the 

doctors, the trainers — make sure the player is following through 
with the rehab,” he said.

Doneyko said the severity of the injuries varies year to year. 
This year, the most serious injuries — an ACL, a foot and a 
shoulder — resulted in three surgeries.

“Out of a 100 person roster, we probably have 10 or 15 people 
hurt at one time, but that’s not a lot of us. It’s kind of down this 
year,” he said.

Although tighter regulations in NFL football may not be as 
fun for the fans, it is in the best interest of the player’s health, 
Ethen said.

“Intentional: Obviously you’re going to injure somebody,” 
Ethen said. “Unintentional: Even if you have it in the back 
of your mind, I cannot go helmet-to-helmet with this guy, the 
chance of you accidentally injuring somebody is a lot less.”

He said athletes could work to prevent injury.
“Number one: Listen to their athletic trainer; the athletic 

trainer is the number one person concerned with that body stay
ing healthy,” Ethen said. “Number two: Wear the proper equip
ment, and wear it the right way.”

Athletes need to stay strong, healthy and injury-free during 
the off-season as well. Ethen said getting proper nutrition, rest 
after practice and chiropractic care is also important.

“If you keep your joints mobile and keep it strong, you’re go
ing to decrease your risk of injury,” he said.
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FlashNotes has practically 
eliminated those problems.

Some students at 
Youngstown State University 
think FlashNotes carries value 
on college campuses.

“It wohld make work eas
ier,” said Mike Pilch, a senior 
history major at YSU. “You 
can still learn as much because 
you’re still getting the infor
mation, even though you’re 
not having to do the work 
yourself.”

Other students see Flash
Notes as a way to cut down on 
the stress that some students 
face.

“I’m noticing people who 
are adults and are trying to pay 
bills and have children and go 
to school at the same time, but 
they can’t always be in class. 
They still want to be success
ful, so it would help them keep 
up,” said Keith Baker, a com
puter science major.

Petruziello said FlashNotes 
offers many benefits for stu
dents.

“The number one benefit is 
that students are paid weekly 
in cash,” he said. “They are 
gaining free time because they 
don’t have to work a job; some 
users are making over $500 a 
week. Students are also get
ting better grades because they 
are learning how to take notes 
and how to learn from notes 
better.”

Cossler said instructors’ re
actions have been positive.

YSU Spanish teacher Laura 
Goist said FlashNotes would 
be helpful situationally.

“For some classes prob
ably [it would have value], but 
others it wouldn’t be as useful. 
I think that people tend to re
member things better that they 
write themselves as opposed 
to just reading,” she said.

FlashNotes intends to grow 
by targeting specific universi
ties in a step-by-step system, 
starting with YSU and Ohio 
State University, before in
creasing to 10 and then 50 uni
versities.
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and off according to their set 
times.

Michael Orto, manager 
of facilities, said University 
Plaza experienced lighting 
issues during renovation of 
Coffelt Hall.

“The power panel was un
plugged at times,” Orto said. 
“There are so many reasons 
why they went offline, but at 
times we just don’t know.”

The latest incident of 
street lights going out across 
University Plaza and ip the 
F-l and R-4 parking lots was 
reported Oct. 26 at 10:30 p.m. 
The length the lights were out 
is unknown, but once main
tenance was informed, crews 
reported to the area. The lights 
were on within minutes .

Facilities engineer Ralph 
Morrone said the lighting is

sues are minimal and that the 
university’s main focus is 
keeping its students and fac
ulty safe.

“Lighting is very impor
tant to the university and we 
strive for safety,” Morrone 
said.

Lt. Mike Cretella of the 
YSU Police Department said 
the YSU campus is safe. 
If students feel threatened, 
several courses of action are 
available.

“We have student security 
aides that will take you any
where and they are always in 
constant communication with 
the police officers,” Cretella 
said. “If we do receive any 
calls on lights being out, then 
we will have maintenance 
check out the situation imme
diately.”
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Minds in 2006 after he re
turned home. He saw many of 
the kids in his neighborhood 
experiencing some of the same 
environmental issues he went 
through while growing up.

Inspiring Minds is a youth 
organization geared toward 
kindergarten through high 
school. It focuses on educa
tion for all participants, ex
posure to culture and entre
preneurship for high school 
students, community service 
and athletics.

Toles came up with the 
program while jotting down 
notes during a therapy session 
treating the football injury that 
originally caused him to return 
home, he said.

The program did not re
ceive any outside grants or 
funding until two years ago, 
and Toles said he’d like to 
implement a business model 
into the organization in which 
grants aren’t necessary. To be
gin Inspiring Minds, Toles had 
to use his own money.

“If you aren’t willing to in
vest in yourself, how will you 
get anyone else to invest in 
you?” he asked.

The Nonprofit Community 
Service class chose Toles’ or
ganization unanimously after 
they saw his presentation, Mc-

Caskey said.
McCaskey’s class used a 

three-part process involving 
questionnaires, presentations 
and on-site visits to choose a 
recipient.

The other recipients were 
chosen based on individual 
class criteria.

McDonald Local Schools 
was awarded money to incor
porate B.E.A.R., a national 
reading incentive program de
signed by a classroom teacher 
that uses reading logs, folders 
and progress charts to inspire 
reading among participating 
elementary school students.

Habitat for Humanity of 
Mahoning County was award
ed grant money to aid a build
ing project that was already 
using Neighborhood Stabili
zation Program funds.

Etruscan Press was award
ed the money for a Market
ing and Educational Outreach 
program meant to expose at- 
risk high school students to 
literature by bringing in ac
claimed authors to speak to 
their classes.

In September, Raul Her
nandez, an award-winning 
Cuban poet, visited YSU and 
local high schools through the 
Etruscan Press’ Outreach Pro
gram.

NAMI Meeting
October 25, and 

November 22.

Time: 4:30 - 5:00

Where: Cushwa room 
3089

Homemade Chicken 
Dinners

Every Wednesday 
$6.50

Chicken, tossed salad, mashed 
potatoes, gravy & pie!

Take out available
t

St. John's Episcopal Church
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

323 Wick Ave. - Youngstown 
330-743-3175  

(across Wick from YSU's Jones Hall)
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Saving Lives Is 
A Good Thing, 
It Makes You 
Feel Good Too.

Plasma Donors Needed Now...

P le a s e  h e lp  us h e lp  t h o s e  c o p in g  w i t h  r a r e , c h r o n ic , g e n e t ic  
d is e a s e s .

New donors can receive $25 today and $75 this week! 

Ask about our Specialty Programs!

M u s t  b e  1 8  y e a r s  o r  o ld e r , h a v e  v a lid  I . D .  a lo n g  w i t h  p r o o f  
o f  S S #  a n d  lo c a l r e s id e n c y . 

W a lk -in s  W e lc o m e .

&  Biotest
From Nature for Life

444 Martin Luther King Blvd. 
Youngstown, OH 44502 
330-743-1317
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Get ahead in life with the 
National Guard. Call now! V
• Up to 100% Tuition Assistance
• Leadership Training

THE MUSICAL

CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSING

BIG HOUSES,
SMALL PRICES
Chris has nice 2 or 4 bedroom 
apartments available for your 
group. Includes all utilities, 
appliances, ADT, plus cable 
& internet. From $395.00 per 
person. Call Chris to arrange 
your tour 330-743-7368.

LOADED ONE
One bedroom apartment that 
includes all utilities, appliances, 
cable, broadband internet, 
laundry, air conditioning and 
ADT security. Available now from 
$525.00. Call Chris at 330-743- 
7368.
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Grant Workshops

The office of Grants and Sponsored Programs 
(OGSP) is offering a workshop for YSU faculty 
and staff on grant proposal development.

"The Transition-from Pre-Award 
Proposal to Post - Award Funding"
Recommended for either novices or experienced Pis

Tuesday, November 16 
10-11 am 
1 - 2 pm

Location: Kifcowicy, Sem inar Room 2
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$5.00 STUDENT RUSH TICKETS 1 HOUR PRIOR TO PERFORMANCE
W i t h  V a l i d  S t u d e n t  I D

NOVEMBER
12,13, 18.19. 20 

AT 7:30 PM.

NOVEMBER
14 & 21 

AT 3:00 P.M.

FORD THEATER. 
BUSS HALL

RESERVATIONS
CALL

330.941.3105

UNIVERSITY THEATER 
J U S r  PRESENTS

SGT Brad Shaffer 330-301-6546 
2LT Ryan Teague 614-376-5048 

NATIONALGUARD.com • I-800-GO-GUARD

Seating is limited. To make a reservation: 
Please cal l ext, 2 3 77 or email Cheryl Coy 

atckcoy@ ysu.edu.
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Look at the 
bright side

The Jambar
EDITORIAL BOARD

RELATED STORY

Football, page 10

It’s hard to remain optimistic after suf
fering six straight losses that have plum
meted the Penguins to the bottom of the 
Missouri Valley Conference. But what’s 
the use in harping.

The fact is that this year had its share of 
successes, and what the football prografti, 
campus community and fans need to do is 
recognize them.

We must remember a few accomplish
ments:

It’s head coach Eric Wolford’s first year 
with the Penguins. The offense, which has 
been averaging nearly 32 points per game, 
respectively, is lead by a promising redshirt 
freshman at quarterback.

Scoring a touchdown against a Division 
I team is already an unprecedented accom
plishment under Wolford’s belt — not to 
mention two touchdowns in Happy Valley.

The Penguins have outscored their op
ponents 177 to 134 in the first half and 320 
to 317 per game.

They have outrushed opponents by more 
than 600 yards thus far.

Starting tailback Jamaine Cook broke 
the 1,000-yard mark, and is vying to be
come the 14th player in YSU history to av
erage 100+ yards per game.

And all this was done with a roster of 52 
percent underclassmen.

While these are just a few items on the 
Penguins’ agenda that should work as mo
mentum builders as the season comes to a 
close, one factor thwarts victory: defense.

The bottom line is that YSU’s defense is 
young and hasn’t been able to win games 
late. Of the last six games, the Penguins 
lost in the second half, fourth quarter or fi
nal drive.

Let’s face it. Expectations were too high 
coming into the season. They were too high 
for Heacock, who buckled under the shad
ow of Jim Tressel.

The shoes were smaller this time, and 
Wolford’s young team should have no 
problem filling them next year.

The team is better than its record indi
cates. The numerous successes and crip
pling defense should motivate, not discour
age.

=O U R  SIDE P0LICY=
The editorial board that writes Our Side edi

torials consists of the editor-in-chief, managing 
editor and news editor. These opinion pieces are 
written separately from news articles and draw on 
the opinions of the entire writing staff. The Jam
bar’s business manager and non-writing staff do 
not contribute to editorials, and the adviser does 
not have final approval.

YOUR SIDE POLICY-
The Jambar encourages letters to the editor. E- 

mail submissions are welcome at editor@thejam- 
bar.com. Letters should concern campus issues, 
must be typed and must not exceed 400 words. 
Submissions must include the writer’s name and 
telephone number for verification and the writer’s 
city of residence for printing. Letters are subject to 
editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. The edi
torial board reserves the right to reject commen
taries that are libelous or that don’t defend opin
ion with facts from reliable sources. The editorial 
board will request a rewrite from the submitting 
writer based on these requirements.

Letters will not be rejected based on the view 
expressed in them. Letters may be rejected if they 
are not relevant to Jambar readers, seek free pub
licity or if the editorial staff decides the subject 
has been sufficiently aired. The Jambar will not 
print letters that libelous, threatening, obscene or 
indecent. The Jambar does not withhold the names 
of writers of letters or guest commentaries.

The views and opinions expressed in letters 
and commentaries on the opinion page do not 
necessarily reflect those of The Jambar staff. Edi
torials do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the faculty, staff or administration of Youngstown 
State University.

The views of this syndicated artist do not necessarily agree with those of The Jambar.

The “Winds of Change” editorial 
published Nov. 4 suggests that YSU’s 
institutional agenda is based solely on 
Gov. Strickland’s plan for higher educa
tion and that university planners must 
now go “back to the drawing board.” 
This is not an accurate assessment of 
our current situation.

Higher education is neither a Demo
cratic or Republican issue, but one that 
anyone who cares about Ohio’s eco
nomic future should support. It is too 
early to predict what course the new 
administration will take relative to 
higher education. Both Strickland and 
Gov.-Elect Kasich acknowledge Ohio’s 
prosperity is directly linked to its uni
versities.

Higher education across the nation is 
being challenged to prove its existence. 
The state’s accountability and outcomes 
measures embraced by both political 
parties are the new normal. With fed
eral stimulus funds exhausted in 2012, 
all universities face an unprecedented 
firestorm. The expected state budget 
shortfall is estimated between $4-8 bil
lion and significant cuts for many pro
grams are likely, no matter who was 
elected. However, bipartisan support 
for Ohio’s Strategic Plan for Higher 
Education has been unequivocal during 
a very ̂ challenging economic time.

The editorial further suggests that 
YSU should have seen the “political 
tornado” coming. We did, and have 
been working to address this coming 
“storm” for months. YSU made a con
scious effort to develop a new strategic 
plan which considers the changing face 
of higher education. Our plan is being 
developed independent of the politick 
environment to address student suc
cess, institutional accountability, urban 
research and regional impact. These 
themes have meaning to students, fac
ulty, staff and the community regardless 
of the economic and political environ
ments.

YSU’s successful history of planning 
has thrived in good and bad economies 
and under the leadership of both po
litical parties in its history. Our plan is 
not being developed based on what the 
state is doing now, but rather, developed 
by all of YSU’s stakeholders so that we 
may be “ahead of the curve” and pre
pared to face the new funding formula, 
outcomes measures and potential bud
get puts.

While the next few years will chal
lenge YSU in unprecedented ways, new 
opportunities will simultaneously pres
ent themselves. Yes, we will continue 
to do more with less and find ways to 
support new initiatives with no new 
dollars. But my unshakable confidence 
in the students , faculty and staff of YSU 
and the university’s loyal supporters, 
gives me hope that the university’s best 
days are yet to come.

Scott R. Schulick
Chairman, YSU Board of Trustees

Tear down your altars and 
lifeless idols

Break time
Chris Cotelesse

COLUMNIST

I’m taking a break from pom.
It isn’t an issue of morality. I don’t believe pornography 

violates the rights of women. I fully support a woman’s right 
to choose her profession. So does adult film star and feminist 
Nina Hartley.

In the September/October issue of The Humanist maga
zine, Hartley summed up the issue with four words: “My 
body, my rules.”

My opposition to pom is purely self-interested. Gratifying 
myself via two-dimensional media is pathetic. During the 10 
minutes or so I spend in the act, I feel nothing but desire for 
beautiful women with ample curves. Afterward, I feel shame 
and disgust.

I wouldn’t say I’m addicted, but I have definitely avoided 
problems in favor of online sex shows.

When I’m having a bad day, I could go to the gym, but 
Sasha Grey will make me forget. When stress is overwhelm
ing me, I could call a friend, but Eva Angelina will ease my 
tension.

Eventually, my worries return, worse than before, because 
I feel like a loser.

Pornography has its advantages. You don’t need to seek 
out a partner. You can be selfish. Yours are the only needs 
that matter.

Those are also what I believe to be the worst things about 
pornography. In my experience, sex is best when it’s gener
ous. There’s nothing more satisfying than lying down mutu
ally spent and throwing your arm over warm, smooth skin.

I haven’t engaged in sexual congress since Valentine’s 
Day. I’ve been supplementing the experience with self-love. 
I’m afraid that I ’ve been training myself to be an inconsider
ate lover who expects immediate satisfaction.

I’m even more worried for the rest of the world.
According to Family Safe Media, the worldwide revenue 

for pornography is $97.06 billion annually, larger than the 
combined revenues of Microsoft, Google, Amazon, eBay, 
Yahoo!, Apple, Netflix and EarthLink. America’s share is 
$13.33 billion.

To me, these tremendous numbers seem indicative of an 
increasingly disconnected culture. I don’t want to be that guy 
who doesn’t put any effort into gaining charisma because 
pomhub.com is just a click away.

I’m not preaching that we should all boycott sexually il
licit material. I know couples that incorporate masturbation 
and pornography into their sexual relationships. Some people 
have no other option, but I’m not ready to give up on human 
interaction.
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YSU STUDENTS OPEN MUSIC STORE
Chelsea Miller
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

Youngstown State Univer
sity student Varg Freeborn met 
his wife, Katie, in a religious 
studies class at YSU.

“She was the prettiest girl 
in class,” he said of his wife.

It was their love of music, 
however, that brought them 
together.

“I think the first time I re
ally noticed him, he had a gui
tar,” Katie said, laughing. “He 
came to class, and he was car
rying a guitar for some reason. 
I think that’s why I noticed 
him.”

Now Varg and Katie are 
using their love of music to 
make a living. The Freeboms 
recently opened a music store 
in Girard called Guitar Slinger 
in an attempt to break the mold 
of the corporate guitar center.

“We’re the owners, and 
we’re here every day ... We’re 
not trying to get rich and re
tire. We’re trying to bring a 
culture of music,” said Varg, 
who is “pro-music, anti-estab
lishment.”

The Freeboms started off 
selling equipment at local flea 
markets. Two to three days a 
week, they would work side by 
side, sometimes selling $300 
to $400 a sale. It was nothing, 
Varg said, to earn $1,000 a 
week at the flea markets.

They used the profits earned 
through flea market sales to 
open Guitar Slinger.

Varg said the store also 
offers trade-ins and consign
ments on used merchandise, 
giving beginner musicians the 
opportunity to purchase rea
sonably priced instruments.

“I remember when I was 
a kid, there were times when 
there wasn’t a lot of money, so 
if I can provide the opportu
nity for some kid to get a gui
tar that wouldn’t be able to get 
one due to financial reasons ... 
that’s a great thing I think,” he 
said.

As experienced musicians 
— Varg with guitar, Katie with 
drums — the couple empha
sizes performance in the store 
by adding in a stage to play.

“When you first walk in, 
automatically it hits you that 
there is something very dif
ferent about this place,” Varg 
said. “A lot of times, some

body wants to try something 
o u t ... it’s just a game changer 
to put them on the stage ... and 
actually we’ve had situations 
where, ‘Alright, so let’s throw 
some drums behind it and re
ally let you try this thing out.’ 
You know, you can’t get that 
anywhere else.”

Guitar Slinger’s weekly 
“jam night” allows musicians 
to meet and play with others.

“We have the jam nights 
in here during the week ... 
We’ve had people come in 
and already form bands out 
of meeting each other here 
and playing together, which is 
what we hoped would happen. 
We would make this kind of 
like a hub for musicians,” he 
said.

Opening the new shop, 
however, was not without its 
challenges.

Katie is a graduate student 
at YSU majoring in clinical 
counseling. She also holds an
other job. Varg estimated that 
he works around 100 hours a 
week at the store. He said hard 
work is necessary to succeed 
in a new business competing 
against a struggling economy.

“In this economy, you have

YSU students Katie and Varg Freeborn work at their business, 
Guitar Slinger, on Saturday. The Freeboms opened their music 
store two months ago in Girard. They sell various instruments 
and host weekly "jam sessionsPhotos by Doug Livingston/ 
The Jambar.

to be willing to do two things: 
You have to work harder than 
you’ve ever worked, and you 
have to be more creative than 
you’ve ever been.”

However, the Freeboms 
said they are optimistic about 
the future of their business. 
Since opening two months 
ago, they have received a posi
tive response and look to ex
pand in January.

Dante Dutch and his friend 
Wendy Huff, both area high

school students, visited the 
store for the first time Satur
day. Dutch, who is a musician, 
said he immediately noticed 
the store was different from 
others he’s been to in the pastf 

“It’s really nice. I like the 
atmosphere ... You’ve got 
the little stage right there. You 
don’t find that everywhere 
else. I like it,” he said. “This is 
one of the nicest places around 
here actually.”

G j u i f c a r  v i r t u o K r t o

p e r f o r m /  a t  Y S U

Jared Buker
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REPORTER

The Dana School of Mu
sic’s Bliss Recital Hall will 
host Canadian guitar virtuoso 
Jerome Ducharme tonight at 8 
p.m.

After studying music at the 
Music Conservatory of Mon
treal and later in Switzerland, 
Ducharme began performing 
for small crowds in 1995. He 
earned prizes at the Guitare- 
Antony in France and the 
Guitarre-Lachine in Montreal 
in 2003. He also placed at the 
Guitar Foundation of America 
International Guitar Competi
tion in 2004.

Ducharme said he believes 
receiving first place in the GFA 
International Guitar Competi
tion in 2005 was the turning 
point in his career.

Music has been Ducha
rme’s passion since he began 
playing guitar as a teenager. 
He said he dreamed of being a

Guitarist Jerome Ducharme is scheduled to perform at Bliss 
Recital Hall on Tuesday. Ducharme is internationally recog
nized, placing first in the 2005 Guitar Foundation of America 
International Guitar Competition Photo courtesy of Anna 
Riscutti.

heavy metal guitarist, but his 
mother enrolled him in a clas
sical guitar class.

“Since I started, pretty 
much everything else became 
of secondary importance,” 
Ducharme said. “It is the main 
thing revealed to me in life.”

Ducharme recorded his first 
CD, “Naxos,” after winning 
the GFA International Guitar

Competition. He has played in 
more than 40 cities throughout 
North America since the al
bum’s release.

Recently, Ducharme made 
an appearance with the Mon
treal Symphony Orchestra 
for Donizetti’s opera “Don 
Pasquale.”

Francois Fowler, faculty 
adviser for the Dana Guitar

Association, has known Duc
harme since they met at a 
music camp in Quebec nearly 
15 years ago. Fowler’s stu
dents were impressed with 
Ducharme after watching him 
perform on YouTube. This 
prompted him to invite Duc
harme to YSU.

“My students really wanted 
to have him perform and give 
a masterclass at YSU,” Fowler 
said. “They thought he was a 
fantastic player.”

Fowler said he believes 
the masterclass will give his 
students the rare opportunity 
to receive instruction from a 
master musician.

“Having an artist of this 
caliber come to YSU is great 
for the students and brings at
tention to the guitar program 
at the Dana School of Music,” 
Fowler said.

Three past winners of the 
GFA International Guitar 
Competition have performed 
at Dana, and Fowler expects 
around 175 people to attend.

The concert is free and 
open to the public.
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University theater presents 
mnsicaf 6ase5 cm popular fairy tafe

Nikita Jones, Kaleigh Locketti, Joey Alvey, Brittney Symone Grant, Cory Davis and London 
Sanders (pictured) are part o f University Theater's production o f "Once on this Island." The 
musical, which is an adaptation o f "The Little Mermaid/' will run Friday through Sunday.Photo 
courtesy o f Anna Riscutti.

Marissa McIntyre
REPORTER

Beginning Friday evening, 
University Theater will pres
ent “Once on this Island,” a 
musical based off the well- 
known fairy tale “The Little 
Mermaid.”

The main character, Ti 
Moune, is a struggling peas
ant girl who falls in love with 
a wealthy boy, Daniel, who 
lives on the other side of the 
island. “Once on this Island” 
is a tale of forbidden romance, 
as well as a story about differ
ences between classes.

Frank Castronovo, the
ater and dance department 
chairman and professor, is 
the director for Youngstown 
State University's produc
tion of “Once on this Island.” 
This musical is the first of the 
year and was selected to pro
vide musical theater students 
with experience in song and 
dance.

“It's family friendly with 
a good message,” Castronovo 
said.

Ben Scanned, a freshman 
theater major, is working as 
a dresser for the musical. 
Fie said the story features a 
touching message.

“When I was watching re

hearsal, I cried a bit,” Scanned 
said. “I think the message puts 
across that people shouldn't 
be judged on where you are 
from or who you are.”

YSU's adaption of the mu
sical has a cast of 20 students, 
which is different from the 
Broadway adaptation of 11 
cast members. Castronovo 
said. On Broadway, actors 
would play multiple roles.

Castronovo has been work
ing with the cast and crew 
for the past seven weeks in 
preparation for opening night. 
The process started with open 
auditions in September.

Emma Andrushchenko, a 
freshman arts and theater stud
ies major, is doing makeup 
and is another dresser for the 
musical. She also performed 
these tasks for YSU's adapta
tion of “Leading Ladies,” and 
is familiar with visualizing 
characters.

“Makeup and dressing is 
what I want to do. I've had a 
lot of fun with it," Andrush
chenko said.

She also said the musical 
has a good storyline.

“The audience can relate 
to the characters. We see the 
struggles happening every
where you go,” Andrushchen
ko said.

Freshman theater major 
Alex Samuels, who is part of 
the run crew for the produc
tion, said the show gives him

“mixed feelings.”
“You just get sad at a lot of 

parts seeing what Ti Moune 
has to go through, but then 
you get happy when she gets 
through it,” Samuels said.

For sophomore theater 
major Nikita Jones, this is her 
first time taking part in a YSU 
play as an actress. Jones will

play the part of Mama Eu- 
ralie.

“Parts are sad, but it's nice 
because in the end everything 
works out,” Jones said. “The 
experience has been strenu
ous, but I've enjoyed it. It's 
taught me a lot, and the cast 
has worked really well to
gether.”

The show will run for 90 
minutes, making it a good per
formance for families to bring 
kids to, Castronovo said.

Opening night is Friday 
in Bliss Flail's Ford Theater. 
The production will run from 
Friday through Sunday and 
again from Nov. 18-21.

a r

Caitlin Fitch
REPORTER

Since the 1990s, 
Youngstown State Universi
ty’s sororities and fraternities 
have celebrated Greek Week. 
A scavenger hunt kicked off 
this annual tradition Monday.

“Many* of [the] sorori
ties have been at YSU in past 
years, and some have come 
and gone,” said Greg Gulas, 
assistant director of student 
programming. “We have the 
smallest number in a long 
time, but we continue to grow 
and that is a good sign.”

Nine sororities and fra
ternities will compete to win 
the Greek God and Goddess 
award. Last year’s winners, 
Delta Zeta and Sigma Tau 
Gama, will compete against 
four fraternities and three 
sororities to hold on to their 
reign.

This year, Sigma Alpha Ep- 
ilson, Sigma Chi, Alpha Ome
ga Pi, Delta Zeta, Phi Kappa 
Tau, Alpha Phi Delta, Zeta Tau 
Alpha, Alpha Xi Delta, Sigma 
Tau Gamma and Tau Kappa 
Epsilon will compete.

A number of events are 
planned throughout the week. 
Tuesday will feature “Stuff the 
Bus” for United Way, while 
a powder puff football game 
featuring the ladies of differ
ent sororities Will be held on 
Wednesday. Thursday will fea
ture the Greek Olympic games, 
and Saturday, the crowning of 
the Greek God and Goddess 
award will occur.

The planners of Greek 
Week are Jessica Sarich, a ju
nior, and Mathew Papatonakis, 
a senior.

Sarich said planning for 
Greek Week events and ac
tivities started in the summer, 
and the schedule was finalized 
early.

Sarich’s duties as a chair
woman for Greek Week can at 
times conflict with her mem
bership in Zeta Tau Alpha.

“Some of the activities I 
won’t be able to do because 
we know the answers to the 
game or know what to expect, 
but most of them I will defi
nitely play,” she said.

The winners of Greek Week 
count toward sorority and fra
ternity of the year, Sarich said, 
so each of the organizations 
take the activities seriously.

Iijpg: m
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ent Union
re to YSU

Christine Darin
REPORTER

The African Student Union 
is set to bring a little spice to 
Youngstown State University 
on Friday with African Cul
ture Night.

African foods and culture 
will be highlights of the event, 
which will benefit Habitat for 
Humanity.

“African students on cam
pus, like other student organi
zations, are a valuable part of 
the university community,” 
said Victor Wan-Tatah, direc
tor of Africana Studies and 
adviser of the ASU. “As busy 
as they are, African students 
want to inform and educate the 
community about their origins 
and are interested in making 
valuable contributions to help 
others.”

Dr. Michael K. Obeng, a 
native of Ghana and a promi
nent cosmetic surgeon at St. 
Elizabeth Boardman Health 
Center, will be the keynote 
speaker for the event.

The topic of Obeng’s dis
cussion is “Perseverance Leads 
to Success,” and the message

he wants to send to students is 
that persistence pays off.

Obeng came from Ghana 
where he grew up poor, but 
with the love and support of 
his family, he was able to travel 
to the United States. Upon ar
rival, Obeng had only $150 in 
his pocket and enough hopes 
and dreams to overcome any 
obstacles in his way.

“I never gave up,” Obeng 
said.

He sometimes went with
out food or books during col
lege and worked two or three 
jobs during the summer of his 
first year of college in Texas.

“Being able to overcome 
obstacles in life” is key to suc
ceeding, Obeng said.

Sometimes people tell you 
that you cannot do something 
in life, he said, but “you can 
achieve what you set out to 
achieve.”

Obeng hopes to inspire 
other students with similar dif
ficulties to become persistent 
in their endeavors.

Sodexo Catering Will serve 
traditional African foods at 
the event that represent most 
West African cultures. Tropi
cal foods will be on the menu 
as well as some spicy foods,

which are common in African 
cuisine.

An ensemble of African 
contemporary popular dance 
performances will be featured. 
The dances will represent 
countries where some of the 
members of ASU originate 
including Ghana, Nigeria and 
countries south of the Sahara 
Desert.

Wan-Tatah will read Afri
can poetry at the benefit as part 
of the performance.

A couple dance competition 
will be part of the festivities, 
along with a dramatic play 
highlighting traditional Afri
can wedding practices from 
betrothal to the marriage cer
emony.

An African-themed fashion 
show will display traditional 
and contemporary African 
fashions, including casual and 
formal outfits.

“I hope that people who 
come to the event will leave 
with a rich knowledge of Af
ricans and their cultures, and a 
taste of African food as well,” 
Wan-Tatah said.

The event will be held at 
Peaberry’s Cafe in Kilcawley 
Center from 6 to 10 p.m. Stu
dent tickets cost $5 and faculty 
tickets cost $15.

to servicemen
Adrienne Loines
REPORTER

The Office of Veterans Affairs will 
host its 13th annual ceremony com
memorating Veterans Day on Wednes
day at 10 a.m.

Names of Youngstown State Uni
versity employees and students who 
died during active duty will be read, 
and the Cincinnatus Award will be pre
sented at the Veterans Plaza located on 
YSU’s campus.

“It is very important for students and 
the community to remember veterans,” 
said Jim Olive, program manager in the 
Veteran Affairs office. “We have to re
member it was the veterans who helped

build YSU a little bit after World War 
II. If it were not for those vets, it would 
be really hard to tell where YSU would 
b e ”

Olive said this is the only event 
that YSU has planned on campus next 
week. ♦

“I’m a veteran, although sometimes 
I do not feel as if I deserve that title,” 
said Robert Hogue, Air Force veteran 
and associate professor in computer 
science and information systems. “I 
was never overseas, or never in danger. 
I feel veterans deserve a great amount 
of respect, and they do not always get 
that respect. The good thing about Vet
erans Day is that we get a chance to re
member those who have served.”

Hogue served in the U.S Air Force 
from 1970 until 1974.

Ron Shaklee, director of the Uni
versity Scholars and Honors Program 
and a U.S Army veteran, said it is ex
tremely important that we continue to 
acknowledge those who have taken 
time away from their everyday lives 
and put themselves in harm’s way.

Shaklee’s military history includes 
Xivariced Individual Training in Ft. 
Holabird, Md., 45th Military Intel
ligence Company and Military Assis
tance Command in Vietnam.

Shaklee was the 1st Infantry 
Division in Ft. Riley, Kan., from 
1971 until 1972. Shaklee's rank at 
discharge was Specialist 5, SP5.

“It’s important that we remember 
those who have risked their lives to 
serve this country,” Shaklee said.

Sal Sanders, associate professor in

health professions and an Army vet
eran, said those who have served bring 
their experience to their community.

“Those who are in the military pro
vide tremendous amount of service to 
the community. The skills that students 
learn in the service, they bring those 
skills back to the community and to 
their classes here at YSU,” he said.

Sanders was a member of the 838th 
Military Police Company. He served in 
the Ohio Army National Guard where 
he was a staff sergeant from 1979 until 
1988.

Thursday is Veterans Day, and YSU 
will be closed in remembrance.

“I have to express my thanks for 
those that have served under difficult 
and af times unthinkable conditions,” 
Sanders said. IMAGE COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS
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Sunday, November 21,2010 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
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Admission is FREE!
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Sponsored by The Performing Arts Series, 
the Office of the Provost,

The Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity 
Center for international Studies and Programs, 

Center for Islamic Studies, 
and the Pakistani Community of Greater Youngstown

The band has to its credit many popular numbers including Pakistan’s 
T-20 World Cup Cricket - 2010 song. The band’s blend of classical, 
semi-classical, hip-hop and rock tracks combined with its use of up 
tempo lyrics and verses offers a fusion of music. Though the lead and 
base.guitars dictate the music, it is percussion - the rolling beat of the 
drums - that provides the band with 
its own inimitable brand. Youngstown

S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

Questions? Gonna Dr, ta le r at imkurnlerfmedii

♦ s m m m M / m w i i c M i

♦ M e  heard the term “sustanabilf, but what does I  mean?
♦ How am our economic, ecological, and soda! systems connected to each other?
♦ How will climate change impact thee systems?
♦ Or perhaps p ’ve seen job listings for sustainably coordinate and are wondering 

what they might do?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ •

Great deals on Halloween costumes or create your own

Vllliga Discount O itltt Coupon

M e ridian  ftd .

■ 
■ 
■

I

■ 
I  

■  

■

Y S U -  
■
■

■  

■

C I V H 1  m i l l  W IT H  ST U D M T  10 0 M Y  ”
Redeemable for merchandise only with a minimum $10 purchase at Village Discount _
outlet. One coupon only per purchase per day. Excludes new merchandise. No photocop
ies accepted. No other discounts apply. Expires 11/24/10 0

DUCMMOuM

juniors, sente, and

mrmo/m/mm
!uesdey$/fhufsdays3:4S-5;00fm

I  when you join I
.  The C opper Club, .

Up to a $75 value! Expires 11/20/10
I-  ________ -  -  -  -  « » J

* N ew  C lie n ts  ge t a free  leve l one  
tan !

* C a l-Tan U V -F ree  S p ray  
Tann ing boo th !

• O u ts ide  en tra n ce  (you d o n ’t 
have  to en te r the  m a ll)

* B R A N D  N E W  B E D S !!

* M e m b e rsh ip s  s ta rting  at 
830  a day!

$10.00 off 
a $30 purchase!

expires 11/20/10

Free bottle of lotion

$ 9 . 9 8
U n lim ite d  M o n th

(N ew  C lien ts , w ith  th is  coupon) 
Expires 11/20/10

A Tremendous Selection of 
Name Brands & Thousands 
of New Arrivals Every Dayl

http://web.ysu.edu/fpa


VYTAS SULSKIS 
POSmON: Guard
YEAR: Senior
HOMETOWN: Vilnius, Lithuania 
HIGH SCHOOL: The Rock (Fla.) 
2009-2010 Season Stats 
Points: 11.3
Rebs: 4.4
3pt %: .380
Free Throw %: .765

SWIMMING & DIVING
Nov. 12- BOWLING 

GREEN 
Nov. 18-20-@ Radford 

Invitational 
Jan. 7- @ Ohio 
Jan. 15- AKRON/ST.

FRANCIS (Pa.) 
Jan. 22- @ Cleveland 

State 
Jan. 28- @ UIC

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Nov. 12- @ Pittsburgh 
Nov. 17- @ Bowling 

Green 
Nov. 20- IPFW 
Nov. 24- BUCKNELL 
Nov. 27- OHIO 
Dec. 1 - @Kent State

Nov. 12- SAMFORD

Nov. 16- BUFFALO

Nov. 20- ©Akron

Nov. 24- TOLEDO

Nov. 27- SAINT

FRANCIS (Pa.) 

Dec. 2- @ Milwaukee

Soorts 1 Northern Iowa 5-1 6-3
2 Western Illinois 4-2 6-3
3 South Dakota St. 4-3 4-5

TUESDAY, N O VEM BER  9 ,20 10

4 Illinois State 4-4 5-5 
T5 North Dakota St. 3-3 5-4 
T5 Indiana State 3-3 5-4

T5 Missouri State 3-3 4-5
8 Southern Illinois 2-4 3-6
9 Youngstown State 1-6 3-7

T H EJA M B A R .C O M

M E N ’ S B A S K iT B A LL=

Sulskis leads Penguins into new season

SENIOR LEADER-Senior Vytas Sulskis leads the Penguins into the 2010-2011 season. The 
Penguins are young and inexperienced and will need Sulskis to lead by example this season. 
Photo vourtesy of Ron Stevens

Zach Humphries
REPORTER

When he first arrived at 
Youngstown State Universi
ty in 2007, Vytas Sulskis was 
known as a Lithuanian bas
ketball recruit with a hard- 
to-pronounce name. Now, 
Sulskis is a well-known 
sharpshooter looking to lead 
the Penguins on and off the 
court during his 2010-2011

senior campaign.
The only YSU freshman 

ever named to the Horizon 
League’s All-Newcomer 
team, Sulskis has been a pro
lific shooter and offensive 
player throughout his time at 
YSU.

“When I came to YSU, I 
wanted to play,” Sulskis said. 
“I did not want to go to a 
school and sit on the bench.”

He started 29 out of 30 
games in his first season. 
The good start was far from

a fluke, though, as Sulskis 
has appeared in every game 
since his freshman year.

“My best moment so far 
on the court is hitting the 
game-winning shot against 
Milwaukee my sophomore 
year,” Sulskis said.

This shot, made during a 
Feb. 14, 2009, game versus 
the University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee, occurred with 
just one second left on the 
fourth-quarter clock, high
lighted Sulskis’ sophomore

season.
Last season, Sulskis aver

aged 11.3 PPG, 4.4 RPG and 
1.8 assists per game. Sulskis 
scored a career best of 340 
points, with 133 rebounds 
and 53 assists. His produc
tion has increased each sea
son, setting him up for a po
tential breakout final season.

Sulskis experienced sev
eral challenges during his 
transition to Youngstown, 
even though he spent two 
years in Florida with a host 
family for his last two years 
of high school.

“The language barrier and 
missing my family were the 
two most difficult things,” 
Sulskis said. “I could under
stand what people were say
ing, but at first I didn’t know 
how to respond.”

Even though Sulskis 
sometimes finds it difficult 
to communicate with oth
ers around campus and at 
the dorms, he is still able to 
make friends.

“Meeting new people was 
an easy transition because 
everyone is friendly here,” 
Sulskis said.

Sulskis will be relied 
heavy upon in his final sea
son under head coach Jerry 
Slocum and the Penguins 
basketball program. The 
team features 10 new faces 
via junior college transfers 
and incoming freshmen.

“I have to be more of a 
leader on the court,” Sul
skis said. “I have to show 
these guys how things work 
around here and take time to 
explain to them all the things 
they are going to see at this 
level.”

Off the court, Sulskis said 
he is recognized more around 
campus.

“People know who I am 
because I have been here for 
a long time, and I am one of 
the only guys left from last 
season,” he said.

The Penguins struggled 
last season in the win and 
loss column, but Sulskis has 
already decided to change 
that statistic.

“Well, after having a bad 
year last season going 8-22, 
of course I have to have a to
tally different mindset,” Sul
skis said. “I hate losing, so 
I will do whatever my team 
needs to win.”

Sulskis said he hopes that 
competing every night and 
getting better each game will 
be key to the team’s success.

Sulskis is studying inter
national business at YSU. 
After Sulskis graduates, he 
wants to play professional 
basketball in Europe.

FCS TOP 25

1. WILLIAM & MARY
2. DELAWARE
3. APPALACHIAN STATE
4. WOFFORD
5. EASTERN WASHINGTON
6. JACKSONVILLE STATE
7. SOUTHEAST MO. ST.
8. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN
9. VILLANOVA
10. BETHUNE-COOKMAN
11. MONTANA STATE
12. LIBERTY
13. MONTANA
14. MASSACHUSETTS
15. SOUTH CAROLINA ST.
16. NORTHERN IOWA
17. NEW HAMPSHIRE
18. PENN
19. CALPOLY
20. GRAMBLING STATE
21. RICHMOND
22. JACKSONVILLE
23. WESTERN ILLINOIS
24. NORTH DAKOTA ST.
25. ROBERT MORRIS

QUOTE OF TH E DAY

" I 'm  a team 
player. I don't 
care about in
dividual stats. 
I ju st want to

win.
-Vytas Sulskis

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT

SC H ED U LES

Men's basketball team anticipates fresh start for season

Keith Langford Jr.
SPORTS E D IT O R

knee injury.
A helping factor for this 

season’s team with all the new 
faces will be the advantageous 
schedule the Penguins have

With the departure of nine 
players from the 8-22 season 
of last year, the Youngstown 
State University men’s bas
ketball team looks to start 
fresh for the 2010-2011 cam
paign.

The drastic loss of play
ers and the gaining of 11 new 
players have caused the Pen
guins to be picked last out 
of 10 teams in the Horizon 
League preseason poll. Na
tional runner-up Butler Uni
versity sits on the top.

The only players who re
turn from last year’s group 
are senior guard Vytas Suls
kis, junior guard Ashen Ward, 
senior forward Dan Boudler 
and redshirt freshman guard 
Sheldon Brogdon. Brogdon 
redshirted last season due to a

drawn. The Penguins play 16 
games at home, including four 
of their first five games.

Six of last season’s eight 
victories came on the home 
court. The Penguins will be

looking for inspiration from 
the home crowd with such a 
young team.

Nine out of the 15 play
ers on the men’s roster are 
freshmen or sophomores with 
a strong possibility of a cou
ple of freshmen starting off 
the season for the Penguins. 
Freshmen guards Kendrick 
Perry and Devonte Maymon 
both have a strong possibility 
of starting against the Sam- 
ford University Bulldogs on 
Friday.

“We’ll play somewhere be
tween eight to 10 guys I think,” 
head coach Jerry Slocum said 
about how far he will dive into 
his young bench.

Although Slocum said he 
believes his young players 
can score, he thinks the big
gest adjustment for his fresh
men will be on the defensive 
end.

“When you have young 
players, it doesn’t show up as 
much on the offensive end as 
it does defensively,” Slocum 
said.

Sulskis, who has been a 
stalwart for the Penguins, av
eraging 11.4 points last sea
son, is the leading returning 
scorer. He may have to bump 
his average from last season to 
accommodate the loss of scor
ing from last year’s seniors 
DeAndre Mays and Kelvin 
Bright. Both players averaged 
double digits alongside Suls
kis last season.

Sulskis is approaching a 
1,000-point milestone this 
season. He needs only 81 
more.

“I’m a team player. I don’t 
care about individual stats. 
I just want to win,” Sulskis 
said.

The game against Sam- 
ford could be a nice way for 
Penguins to get into the win 
column to start off the season. 
The Bulldogs went 11-20 last 
season with just four road vic
tories. Senior Josh Davis leads 
the way for the Bulldogs as he 
averaged 12.5 points and shot 
38 percent from behind the 
arc.
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Penguins hope to end 

season on high note with

Sophomore forward 
looks to build
confidence
Joe Catullo Jr.
REPORTER

Youngstown State Univer
sity women’s basketball for
ward Brandi Brown already 
brings with her a huge profile 
coming into the 2010-2011 
season. Last season, Brown 
became the fifth YSU player 
to earn all-newcomer honors.

Brown was also the only 
player in the Horizon League 
to average a double-double 
with 11.4 points and 10.6 
rebounds per game. Brown 
said she would try to help out 
the team this year as much as 
possible.

“I am very optimistic and 
excited because I feel like 
this is a great team,” Brown 
said. “We have great team 
chemistry. We are going to 
try to win them all.”

First-year head coach Bob 
Boldon said he’s excited 
about Brown because she is 
interested in learning more.

“Brandi wants to keep 
learning as much as she can. 
She brings a lot of effort and 
energy to the floor every 
game, and she is commit
ted to getting there,” Boldon 
said. “Brandi has been shoot
ing well all year and is strong

enough to shoot from outside 
the three-point line.”

Brown became the third 
player in YSU history to 
record 300 rebounds in a 
season, which broke Jen Pe- 
rugini’s previous record as a 
freshman. She also ranks third 
in freshman school history in 
points in a single season with 
342, and it came without at
tempting a three-point shot.

In 18 Horizon League 
games, Brown put up 10 
double-doubles. A couple 
of game accomplishments 
include 19 rebounds Jan. 9 
against Loyola University 
(tied in the Horizon League 
for rebounds in a game in 
2009-2010) and recording 
seven steals March 6 at the 
University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee.

At her high school in 
Pomona, Calif., Brown was 
a two-year letter winner. She 
graduated from Claremont 
High School as the all-time 
leading scorer and rebounder, 
averaging 24 points and 19.6 
rebounds per game in her se
nior season.

Last season, Brown led 
the Penguins with 127 field 
goals made. She also led the 
team in all three rebounding 
categories: 136 offensive re
bounds, 182 defensive and 
318 total.

win over Sycamores
Jordan Uhl
SPORTS REPORTER

With the Indiana State Uni
versity Sycamores coming to 
town on Saturday and one 
game left in the season, the 
Youngstown State University 
football team is looking to 
salvage anything it can.

Coming off another heart- 
wrenching loss, one of many 
this season, the Penguins have 
a good mindset, head coach 
Eric Wolford said.

The Sycamores maintain 
a 5-4 record, 3-3 in the Mis
souri Valley Conference, giv
ing them the sixth place posi
tion in the conference. While 
it’s nothing to write home 
about, it’s much better than 
YSU’s position. Coping with 
a six game losing skid, after 
starting 3-1, the Penguins are 
last in the MVC.

On paper, the two seem to 
be evenly matched, with ISU 
averaging 33.3 points per 
game, while YSU averages 
32. The Sycamores’ defense 
is allowing 28.3 ppg and the 
Penguins 31.7. Even their of
fensive production is relative
ly similar. ISU averages 196.9 
yards rushing and 221.8 in the 
air. YSU averages 215.6 and 
192.6 respectively.

If Indiana State plans on 
coming out victorious, it will 
need to tighten up their run 
defense, one that has allowed 
22 of the 34 touchdowns al
lowed. This could spell disas
ter for the Sycamores, as Cook 
and company have scored 66 
percent of the teams’ rushing 
touchdowns.

This is no sign of things to 
come, Wolford said.

“It’s important to have bal
ance, especially on first down. 
We’re going to do whatever 
[we] need to do to try to put 
points on the board to try to 
win the game,” he said.

The Sycamores, who also 
amassed most of their scoring 
on the ground, may encounter 
difficulties against the Pen
guins’ stringent rush defense, 
which has allowed just 15 
touchdowns all season.

Although these statistics 
weigh heavily in YSU’s fa
vor, Wolford pays them no 
mind.

“They’re doing a good 
job. I think they’re probably 
the most improved team in 
the league,” he said.

While this is the last game 
of the season for the Pen
guins, for the seniors it’s the 
final game of their collegiate 
career.

“We want to send the se
niors out the right way,” se
nior offensive guard Eric Ro- 
demoyer said.

Senior wide receiver Do
minique Barnes is struggling 
to grasp the culmination of 
his career.

“It still hasn’t hit me yet,” 
he said. “I’ve played a lot of 
games here for YSU, a lot of 
games in this stadium. So it’s 
probably going to be emo
tional this week at practice 
and this weekend.”

Senior center Justin Re- 
chichar said, “We’ve never 
lost to this team since I ’ve 
been here. We just want to go 
out and play hard, build a little 
excitement for this program 
and get this town excited.”

Wolford said he under
stands how vital it is to achieve 
victory this weekend.

“It’s important for us to 
get a win at the end of the 
year, get a positive taste in 
your mouth it’s like winning 
a bowl game,” Wolford said. 
“These guys [have] good at
titudes, and they’re good 
kids. They’re working hard. 
They’re going to be success
ful in future endeavors, [and] 
I can assure you that because 
they’re hard workers and do 
things right.”

SUPER SOPHOMORE- Sophomore Brandi Brown will lead the w om en's basketball 
team  into battle at the University of Pittsburgh on Friday. The team  will look to snap a 
31-game losing stfeak.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL-

Women's basketball looks 
for first win in 31 games
Joe Catullo Jr\
REPORTER

The new head coach of 
the Youngstown State Uni
versity women’s basketball 
team, Bob Boldon, said he 
is not looking at last year’s 
0-30 season and is only fo
cusing on this year.

“We have got to get bet
ter,” he said. “We have to 
improve week by week and 
continue with the mindset 
that we can win.’

Boldon is a Northeast 
Ohio native who comes in 
after coaching at the Uni
versity of Akron for three 
seasons and at Florida Gulf 
Coast University. He was 
an assistant coach at both 
schools.

As head coach at the Uni
versity of Arkansas at Mon- 
ticello, Boldon took a 1-15 
team and turned it into an 
8-8 team the next season. 
In the 2008-2009 season, he 
was named the Association 
of Independent Institutions 
Coach of the Year, where he 
lead Lambuth University to 
29 wins and a second-place 
finish at the National As
sociation of Intercollegiate 
Athletics national champion-

BOLDON

ship.
YSU is playing with many 

new faces. There are three 
new freshmen on the team, 
and four student-athletes 
who did not play at all last 
season.

“We will put the best 
player on the court every 
game, regardless of what 
their [class] rank is,” Boldon 
said.

Sports Information Di
rector Trevor Parks said 
last year’s team struggled 
at times to score at least 40 
points in a game.

“We need to shoot more 
three-point attempts this 
season,” Bojana Dimitrov 
said. “But this year we have 
more players who can score. 
[Boldon] gives us more free

dom to shoot with the motion 
offense.”

In an exhibition game 
Thursday against Urbana 
University, YSU scored 102 
points. The women shot at 
43.7 percent and 32.4 per
cent from beyond the three- 
point line. They outrebound- 
ed Urbana 52-38, including 
12 more offensive rebounds. 
YSU made 87 field goal at
tempts and sank 38.

Dimitrov and sophomore 
Brandi Brown were the point 
leaders with 22 points.

Brown was also the lead
ing rebounder with 13 re
bounds.

Junior Tierra Jones played 
the most minutes of anyone 
and lead all players with 
three blocks.

Sophomore Maryum Jen
kins lead with seven steals as 
YSU had a total of 24 in the 
game. Urbana muscled out 
only nine.

The final score was YSU 
102 and Urbana 70.

YSU women’s basketball 
opens up their season on 
Friday at the University of 
Pittsburgh. The team ’s home 
opener is Nov. 20 against 
Indiana University-Purdue 
University Fort Wayne. The 
Penguins’ first division game 
is scheduled for Dec. 31 at 
Loyola University.
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