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Pavlik to fight at Beeghly Center
Keith Langford, Jr.
REPORTER

The wait for Kelly Pavlik to get back 
in the ring has come to an end. Pavlik’s 
trainer Jack Loew said Pavlik will be 

back in the ring Dec.
'i 9 * *  19.

Pavlik will fight 
Miguel Espino at 
Beeghly Center on 

the campus o f 
Y o u n g s t o w n  
State Univer
sity.

P a v l i k  
fought against 
M arco Anto

nio Rubio earlier this year at the Covelli 
Centre in downtown Youngstown, suc
cessfully defending his title with a ninth 
round technical knockout on Feb. 21.

He was slated to fight perennial m id
dleweight contender Paul W illiams on 
Dec. 5, but W illiams opted to take an
other fight against Sergio M artinez when 
Pavlik’s left hand did not completely 
heal from a prior staph infection. Pavlik 
was not able to make a complete fist, and 
the fight was postponed.

_ “I wish we could fight W illiams,” 
Loew said.

After a 10-month layoff, “The Ghost” 
will finally return to the ring in front o f 
his hom etown fans.

“If you are going to come back to fight, 
why not fight at hom e?” Loew said.

Remember to 
recycle your copy 

of The Jambar.

Campus restrooms evaluated 

for safety, cleanliness

Juliana Hull & Gary S. Angelo
THE JAMBAR

The Jambar recently inspected restrooms on 
campus for water temperature, cleanliness and 
overall appearance. With the use of thermom
eters, the water temperatures in several rest
rooms were checked. The presence and condi
tion of restroom supplies, such as toilet paper 
and soap, was also noted.

The best-kept women’s restrooms on cam
pus were found in Kilcawley Center. There are 
three separate restrooms in Kilcawley, and all 
three had water temperatures exceeding 100 
degrees. All were fully stocked with toilet pa
per, soap and hand sanitizer. All toilets were 
clean. The main restroom*on the second floor 
had a sitting room at the entrance, complete 
with two mirrors and two sofas.

The men’s restrooms on the first floor of 
Kilcawley Center were fairly clean, with water 
temperatures ranging from 70 to 80 degrees.

The men’s restroom in Maag Library was 
fairly clean, and water was in the healthy 108.9 
degree range. Even though the water was at a 
safe, clean temperature, the surrounding facili
ties, including wet sink tops, were filthy.

Restrooms in DeBartolo Hall had hot wa-
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ter, but poor cleanliness quality because of 
unflushed and dirty toilets. The water tempera
ture in DeBartolo Hall ranged from 108 to 110 
degrees.

All women’s restrooms in DeBartolo Hall 
had hot water and soap, but half of the soap 
dispensers on the first and second floor did not 
work. One of the sinks on the fourth floor was 
filled with mildew and dirt, while on the fifth
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SGA introduces 
final draft of 
student tax at 
meeting

David Boyer
REPORTER

On Monday, the Student 
Government Association intro
duced the final draft of a pro
posal that would add an SGA 
tax to student tuition. The pro
posal states that a “one dollar 
per credit hour, up to full time 
enrollment,” fee would be as
sessed during the fall and spring 
semesters. If accepted, the pro
posal would yield approximate
ly $306,000 of additional funds 
for the SGA appropriations 
budget. With this kind of money 
coming in, SGA would become 
self-sustaining and would elim
inate the $30,000 line item from 
Student Affairs.

“We are asking for more 
money than we need because 
we most likely won’t get what 
we ask for,” said SGA presi
dent Zach Brown. The proposal 
states that it “is in no way in
tended to increase (or alter in 
any way) the Student Govern
ment office, operating, or staff 
budgets.”

There are 132 registered or
ganizations on campus, of which 
58 request funding annually. 
Youngstown State University 
enrollment is above 14,000.

SGA members Tabitha Boyd, 
Charles Mankey and others 
will be rolling around campus 
in wheelchairs next Monday 
through Wednesday. Boyd said 
they are going to see what it’s 
like to be in a wheelchair on 
campus for the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Members are 
trying to find ways to improve 
campus accommodations for 
disabled students.

The general meeting on Mon
day also included the “green” 
feature of a PowerPoint, rather 
than handouts of the meeting’s 
agenda. SGA saved 175 pages 
this meeting and hope to con
tinue the practice for following 
meetings.

A health care reform panel 
will take place Nov. 18 at 12:30 
p.m. in the Ohio Room of Kil
cawley Center. The panel will 
feature members from Sen. 
Sherrod Brown’s office as well 
as a video message from Brown. 
SGA members and students are 
encouraged to attend.

In an attempt to entice stu
dent senators to attend this Sat
urday’s home game, SGA advi
sors Dr. Chet Cooper and Dr. 
Martin Manning will donate a 
dollar for each SGA senator in 
attendance. After hearing their 
advisor’s offer, Brown and Vice 
President Abbie Twyford decid
ed to match the offer.

Meeting responds to public's concern about area arsons
Chelsea Miller
SPORTS REPORTER

Youngstown City-
Scape, along with Defend 
Youngstown, called a meet
ing Monday to discuss the 
recent arsons in the Wick 
Park community area. Attend
ing the meeting were Sharon 
Letson, executive director of 
Youngstown City Scape, Alvin 
Ware, Youngstown Fire De
partment arson specialist, and 
Sgt. Charles Swanson of the 
Youngstown Police Depart
ment. Also present was Bill 
D ’Avignon, director of city

development and planning.
The meeting was in re

sponse to public outcry con
cerning recent fires in the area. 
Residents were involved dur
ing the meeting, asking what 
they could do to solve the 
problem. One of the sugges
tions presented was to have a 
neighborhood watch, which 
Swanson said would bring 
leadership into the commu
nity.

To stop the spread of arson 
in the area, the city has a re
ward of $5,000 for those who 
provide any information lead
ing to the arrest of an arson
ist. Crime Stoppers of Greater

Youngstown, a nonprofit orga
nization formed by citizens to 
stop crime, is also assisting the 
cause. By calling the group’s 
number, a person witnessing a 
crime can leave an anonymous 
tip that may eventually lead to 
the arrest of the perpetrator.

Ware also said the city 
must overcome the problem of 
gangs residing in vacant build
ings. “Scrappers” who steal 
metal from these buildings 
and sell them to scrapyards for 
money are also an issue.

Some residents said they 
don’t believe the city is doing 
enough to put a stop to these 
crimes, however.

Joe Iesue, a Youngstown 
State University graduate stu
dent, said the community as a 
whole needs to make more of 
an effort to assist the police.

“I believe YSU police are 
doing well ... they’re doing 
their job. They just can’t do 
it alone,” he said. “I’ve been 
doing these meetings for five 
years, but I think all we do is 
meet. We didn’t accomplish 
anything I didn’t already 
know.”

Despite some residents’ 
opinions, D ’Avignon said the 
city is working hard.
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News Briefs
Department of 

Health Professions 
hosts blood drive
A blood drive, sponsored 

by the Department of Health 
Professions in Youngstown 
State University’s Bitonte 
College of Health and Hu
man Services, is scheduled 
for Monday. The blood drive, 
which is in conjunction with 
the Central Blood Bank, will 
take place from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in room 1103 of Cushwa 
Hall. To donate, register on
line at the Central Blood Bank 
Web site. Although walk-in 
donors are permitted, registra
tion is preferred.

YSU professor 
chosen as symposium 

participant
Hazel Marie, assistant 

professor of mechanical and 
industrial engineering at 
Youngstown State University, 
has been selected to attend 
the National Academy of En
gineering’s first Frontiers of 
Engineering Education sym
posium. The event will be held 
Nov. 15 to 18 in Herndon, Va. 
Participants were nominated 
by engineers or deans, and the 
pool of applicants was highly 
competitive. Marie is the only 
participant from Ohio.

Ohio Nurses 
Association awards 
scholarship to YSU 

student
Michelle Evans, a 

Youngstown State University 
senior nursing student, was 
awarded a $1,000 Ohio Nurses 
Association scholarship. Ev
ans, who is a registered nurse, 
full-time student and mother, 
was granted the scholarship 
after writing an essay about 
cancer. The essay was directed 
toward current nurses going 
back to school, and Evans said 
although the scholarship mon
ey has been helpful, her main 
objective was spreading her 
essay’s message to the ONA. 
After Evans graduates in May, 
she will continue her educa
tion and eventually become a 
nurse practitioner.

Police Briefs
Cafaro House 

disruption results in 
altercation between 

students
On Nov. 3 at approximate

ly 12:45 a.m., a YSU police 
officer was dispatched to Ca
faro House after receiving a 
phone call from a concerned 
mother. It was reported that a 
female student was studying 
at a quiet zone inside Cafaro 
House when another student 
interrupted her while talk
ing loudly to another female 
student. The student who had 
experienced the disturbance 
grabbed her belongings and 
proceeded to her room. Once 
back in her room, the upset 
female student showed up and 
knocked on the door, calling 
the other student a “b-tch” 
and saying she would “f— 
her up.” No^other altercations 
have occurred between the 
two since a resident assistant 
spoke with the suspect.

WHAT D O  YOU THINK?
SEND US AN E  MAIL

THEIAMBAR@GMAIL.COM

YSU professor appears on TV Show "Clash of the Gods"
Alicia Pattillo
REPORTER

After the success of the 
book “Myth & Knowing: An 
Introduction to World Mythol
ogy,” author and Youngstown 
State University English pro
fessor Dr. Scott Leonard gained 
the interest of the producers 
behind the History Channel’s 
televised show “Clash of the 
Gods.”

Leonard was sent an e-mail 
by the producers of the show

expressing interest in his book. 
They wanted him to be a con
sultant for the show, and also 
requested that he fly to Man
hattan for filming.

This came as a surprise 
to Leonard, who predicted 
that the ’’exchange of consul
tant interpretation would be 
through e-mail.”

Leonard describes his initial 
reaction as “very surprised .”s 

His first time on national 
television, Leonard stood for 
five hours on a mark in front of 
a camera, answering numer
ous questions related to what

he does best, interpretations of 
the interaction and teachings 
of the historical perspective in 
the world of mythology.

Leonard said he was “defi
nitely nervous” on camera.

The aftermath was reward
ing though, as public notice 
of the YSU professor on TV 
started to peak.

“It was astonishing to see 
how many previous students 
contacted me saying they saw 
me,” Leonard said.

Leonard and his under
standing of mythology ask the 
“big questions” pertaining to

our purpose in life or death, 
followed by many more. For 
Leonard, there are two kinds 
of truth. They can be catego
rized under the scientifically 
factual truth and the abstract 
ideas, or the myth.

While Leonard has no 
promise for any future shows 
with the channel yet, he hopes 
to revise his book.

Leonard said it “has been 
amazing how the book has 
opened up so many opportuni
ties and social network possi
bilities.”

Obamas job as consoler in chief to be tested at Fort Hood
Todd J. Gillman
THE DALLAS MORNING 
NEWS

When President Barack 
Obama stands Tuesday before 
the mourning children, spous
es and comrades of those cut 
down last week at Fort Hood, 
he will confront one of the 
most delicate and painful du
ties a president undertakes.

Only a president can offer 
the condolences of a nation . In 
a moment of crisis and sorrow 
and anger, only a president 
can soothe raw emotions, al
lay fears, elevate a senseless 
act into a call to action, and of
fer the assurance that _ as his 
aides put it Monday _ no stone 
will be left unturned.

This is by far the biggest 
test of Obama's ability to fulfill 
the role of consoler in chief.

The Fort Hood massacre 
is the worst single tragedy on 
his watch. And _ because the 
victims and the shooter were 
soldiers, and because the sus
pect is Muslim and Obama has 
put such a premium on repair

ing relations with the Muslim 
world _ the expectations on 
him, as commander in chief, 
are especially high.

"He's taking a message 
from the American people as a 
whole to the victims and their 
families," said Martha Joynt 
Kumar, a Towson University 
professor who studies presi
dential communications. "He 
represents the American peo
ple and can express the feel
ings of pain and tragedy and 
put it into words."

Standing before a sea of 
grieving Americans, acknowl
edging communal pain, is a 
task presidents have always 
undertaken.

George W. Bush, more 
than most, was called on to 
flex his empathetic side _ ral
lying the nation and its allies 
after the Sept. 11 attacks. Bill 
Clinton captured the nation's 
dismay after the Oklahoma 
City bombing. Ronald Reagan 
offered comfort after the space 
shuttle Challenger exploded.

The military tragedies seem 
to have particular poignancy

for White House residents. ,
* After the bombing of the 

U.S. embassy in Nairobi, Ke
nya, in August 1998, Clinton 
stood before a convoy of black 
hearses at Andrews Air Force 
Base, tears streaming down 
his face.

"We will never know them 
as you did or remember them 
as you will: as a new baby, a 
proud graduate, a beaming 
bride or groom," Clinton said.

Then, as presidents do in 
such moments, he pivoted 
from an acknowledgement of 
grief to an effort to seek mean
ing and inspiration in tragedy: 
"We must honor the memory 
of those we mourn today by 
pressing the cause of freedom 
and justice for which they 
lived."

An explosion aboard the 
battleship USS Iowa killed 47 
sailors in 1989. In Norfolk, Va., 
a week later, the first President 
George Bush fought back tears 
as he spoke to mourners.

"Your men are under a dif
ferent command now, one that 
knows no rank, only love;

knows no danger, only peace," 
he said, hurrying through the 
lines in an apparent race with 
the tears. He was so overcome 
with emotion he abruptly left 
the lectern without delivering 
the final lines of his text.

Reagan became tearful at 
the memorial for the 248 sol
diers killed in the crash of a 
chartered DC-8 in Newfound
land on Dec. 12, 1985, telling 
families: "In life they were 
our heroes, in death our loved 
ones, our darlings. You do not 
grieve alone."

Much of Obama's efforts 
Tuesday will be out of public 
view. Shortly after arriving at 
Fort Hood, he and First Lady 
Michelle Obama plan to meet 
with families of those killed, 
at III Corps Headquarters. 
They'll also meet with some of 
the wounded and their families 
before the memorial service 
that starts at 1 p.m. CST.

Before returning to Wash
ington, they'll stop by Damall 
Army Medical Center, where 
the suspect had worked, to vis
it other wounded soldiers.

How do you feel about the House 
^  passing the health care bill?

ill!

" I  don't even 
know what 
that is."
Kayla Brabant

"I think it's a 
step in the right 
direction."
Julie ludiciani

"I think it's 
bulls—
A lex Kutsko

//I'm all for it.‘
Alex Otero

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN -ENGINEERING 

TECHNICIAN WATER DEPARTMENT- SALARY: $46,356.18.
The employee in this position will implement and maintain a water quality monitoring 

program to keep the City of Youngstown in compliance with all Ohio and United States En
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations for drinking water requirements.

Must have at least an Associate Degree in Chemical or Civil Engineering Technology; 
knowledge of State of Ohio backflow and cross connection requirements; Knowledge of 
Ohio EPA regulations; be skilled in the use of computers, word processors, spreadsheets, 
and database programs; obtain and maintain an Ohio EPA Water Distribution Class II Li
cense within two years of appointment; successfully complete O.T.C.O. Backflow Training 
Class; valid Ohio driver’s license

Bonus Points will be added to passing scores (70%) on the following basis: 20%-Mili- 
tary Service (DD-214 showing 180 days of consecutive active duty service with honor
able discharge), 10%-Associates Degree in Chemical/Civil Engineering or Related Field 
20%-Bachelors Degree in Chemical/Civil Engineering or Related Field (Original College 
Transcripts Required).

Proof of bonus point eligibility must be submitted by the close of the application period. 
Applications accepted at the Youngstown Civil Service Commission Office, 7th floor, City 
Hall, Youngstown, Ohio, from November 9, 2009, through November 19, 2009. Hours: 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Examination will be given ojn Saturday, November 21,2009, starting 
at 10:00 a.m., at the Choffin Career and Technical Center.

mailto:editor@thejambar.com
mailto:THEIAMBAR@GMAIL.COM
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JeffGelles
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

If a teacher learns that a student has been re
writing Wikipedia entries instead of doing the as
signed research, how long should the teacher give 
the student to quit her deception and start earning 
grades the old-fashioned way?

How about a parent who sees a child cheating 
a game? Should he be given a few months to 

I by the rules, or told to start playing

Over die last year, Washington has faced those 
with the nation’s credit-card in- 

and given an answer that would rmilm  
ost lenient teacher or parent cringe.

Yes, card issuers such as Citibank and Chase 
will have to quit a set of practices that regulators 
and lawmakers have finally outlawed as unfair or 
deceptive. s.

But not right away. In a concession to the argu
ments of the card industry that it needed lots of 
time to adjust, most of the new rules were delayed 
until February. Some won’t take effect until Au-

that apply to existing balances as well as new pur
chases? All but one of the cards make that pos
sible — up from 93 percent in a similar survey in 
December.

“Hair-trigger” imposition of penalty interest 
rates? Nine out of 10 cards allowed rates to rise, 
often to 30 percent or more, based on one or two 
late payments in a 12-month period, even if pay
ment is just a few hours late.

“Over-limit” fees, typically $39,. for transac
tions that the issuer could just as easily deny?

The result? According to a new study by the 
Pew Charitable Trusts, the nation’s dozen largest 
card issuers — led by banks that taxpayers have 
spent billions to bail out — have doubled down 
on the practices that got them in trouble in the first 
place.

Pew, a Philadelphia foundation that lately has 
taken a leading role in some of the nation’s great 
policy debates, has been studying the credit card 
industry for 2 1/2 years.

Last week, researchers from Pew’s Safe Credit 
Cards Project said every bank credit cardfhey hadjj 
looked at, nearly 400, bore at least one of the terms 
that will soon be outlawed as unfair or d e c e p ^ 1

“Any time, any reason” interest rate

Nick Bourke, a lawyer ana fotther consultants 
Visa Inc. who now runs Pew’s project, says con
sumers pay a high price for these practices. Just 
two of them — penalty interest and anytime, any- 
reason rate increases -- cost cardholders at least 
$10 billion a year and affect nearly a quarter of all 
accounts, he says.

It’s important to remember that Pew was look
ing at terms being offered online to new customers 
— Sorrowers the lenders are trying to lure.

Though it’s impossible to see the Whole picture, 
evidence abounds that card issuers are imposing 
Worse terms, including higher rates and new an
nual fees, on swaths of existing customers.

Citibank, tor example, recently raised rates on 
some cardholders to 29.99 percent — not penalty 
rates, but basic rates for purchases. Annual fees 
were a relative rarity in die new-card offers Pew 
examined, but some issuers are notifying existing 
customers to expect them.

If you get such a notice, don’t assume you’re 
stuck. No matter what the lenders may say, Bourke 
says, They aren’t necessarily repricing accounts 
based on risk. They may/just be using a “test-and- 
leam” system for finding out what the market will 

p i 'a r .  /
“The big companies are going to pull out 10,000 

or 100,000 accounts at a time and start trying new

The good news is that resistance may not be 
futile. It paid off recently for George C. Brown Jr. 
of Moorestown, a retired teacher and library direc- 
tor.

Brown was upset at a new $79 annual fee on 
his Chase Prestige Card. But when he called and 
complained to a supervisor, Chase backed down. 
“What they’re really hoping is that we don’t pay 
attention,” Brown says.

In a broader sense, that’s been the problem with 
the entire credit card marketplace.

Card issuers built a business model that seemed 
to work happily for the four in 10 cardholders suf
ficiently^disciplined and well off to be “conve
nience users.” n

If you paid off your card every month and 
never missed a hoop, you got more than the basic 
bargain: a convenient cash alternative and access 
to short-term credit. You were likely showered 
with kickbacks in cash, frequent-flier points, or

things with them,’’ The says

■ ;
|Tfr.-rT  .............................. ..n- . f  -...JMitj

But that card came with an ugly flip side. Those 11 
who missed hoops — including some who were 
usually convenience users — got penalized with 
extra fees and rates that many considered usuri
ous.

At its worst, the system resembled a bait-and- 
switch scam: With the acquiescence of reg u la tA k ^  
who trusted the market to police itself, card issuers 
crafted terms that allowed them to lend thousands 
of dollars to a borrower at a reasonable interest 
rate and then triple or quadruple the rate for flimsy 
reasons, or no reason at all.

Sadly, that’s what passed for “financial innova
tion” in the credit card industry, and Washington 
is wisely putting a stop to it. The question is: Why 
are we waiting until 2010?

Pew is pushing for an immediate halt to the 
worst practices. Congress should heed its call. *L

'lip
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African Students Union (ASU)
Presents

Students $8 
Non-Students $10 

Faculty $15

To reserve a ticket call 
Francis: 330-261-5132 
Steve : 330-550-0415

Proceeds from  this p rogram  w ould be used to support the 
D ayb reak  facility o f F a m ily  Service A g en cy

•African Dance •Fashion show 
•African food

November 13, 2009 
6:00 pm

Credit card regulations are coming, in a while

>
<
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CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED HOUSING

Tricare Fabrics are in need of 
emplyees in these categories.
BOOKEEEPER, PAYROLL/
PAY RECEIVER. Our salary is 
attractive plus benefits and 
takes only little of your time. 
Requirements-should be 
computer literate, NO age 
discrimination, must be efficient 
and dedicated. For more info, 
contact our recruitment dept, at 
ttricarefabrics@gmail.com.
Part-time in home caregiver 
needed for adult with ALS. 
Flexible daytime hours. 
Background check required. 
Excellent experience. Submit 
resume to Mr. Timothy Howard, 
631 Lincoln Ave. Struthers, Oh. 
44471.
WHAT DO YOU THINK?

SEND US AN E MAIL
THEJAMBAR@GMAIL.COM

GOT HOUSE?
Chris has nice 4-5 bedroom 
homes available for your group. 
All utilities, appliances, ADT, 
plus cable & internet. From 
$385.00 per person. Call Chris 
to arrange your tour 330-743- 
7368.
1 -5 BR units convenient to 
YSU. Appliances included, 
prices starting at $325/person 
with all utilities included. Call 
330-506-0104
2 Bdrm Apt, Quiet, Safe, 5 min 
from YSU “Liberty.” Includes 
stove, fridge, washer/dryer, 
water, sewer, trash. $400 mo. 
plus gas and electric. 330-759- 
2966
Room for rent in quiet 
neighborhood. Male seeks 
same and upperclassmen 
preferred. All utilities included 
plus wireless internet. Call John 
at 330-307-9618 for more info.

G R A N T  W O R K S H O P S
The Office of Grants and Sponsored 

Programs (O G S P ) is offering workshops 
to YSU faculty and staff on the grant 
development process presented by Dr. 
Edward O ro na, Director.

GRANTS 101
"Introductory" Workshop for new and 

novice faculty and staff.

GRANTS 10 2
"Intermediate "W orkshop for 

experienced faculty (Pis and PD s).

Smile...

A  Biotest
fens NatMie for Ulfe

444 M rtfn  Luthir KTt* Hbd» 
Ynumgxtawn, OH 44B0Z
3 3 0 - 7 4 3 - 1 3 1 7

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16. 
1 0 :0 0 - 11:00 am Grants 101
11:00 -  12:00 pm Grants 101
1:0 0 - 2:00 pm Grants 102

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17.
12:30 -  1:30 pm Grants 101
2:00 -  3:00 pm Grants 102
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floor sinks were caked with a 
brown substance. In all of the 
restrooms, at least two toilets 
had waste or were clogged 
with toilet paper.

In the Ward Beecher Hall 
men’s restroom, the water was 
cold and the counters were 
soaked with water. The toilets 
were moderately clean, with 
some unflushed exceptions. 
There was enough toilet paper 
and soap to make the restroom 
feasibly clean.

In the women’s restroom 
of Ward Beecher Hall, all 
three toilets were clean and 
the water was 100.5 degrees. 
The restroom had soap, toilet 
paper and towels, but there 
were wads of toilet paper on 
the floor and in all three stalls. 
The sinks and the main floor 
were exceptionally clean, but 
the stall floor was very dirty.

The worst women’s rest
rooms on campus were found 
in Cushwa Hall. In the first 
floor restroom, there were 
four stalls and two sinks. All 
four toilets were not flushed or 
looked like they had not been 
cleaned in a while. In one of 
the stalls, a dark liquid was 
spilled on the floor alongside a 
wad of toilet paper and a sani
tary napkin. Crumpled pieces 
of newspaper were found in 
the comers of the other stalls. 
Although the restroom had 
hot water, toilet paper and 
working soap dispensers, the 
overall cleanliness was poor.

The second floor restroom 
had four stalls, but two out 
of four of them were clogged 
with toilet paper. The water 
temperature did not exceed

100 degrees in either sink, but 
each stall had toilet paper and 
each sink had a functioning 
soap dispenser. In the third 
floor restroom, all three sinks 
had no hot water, while one of 
the four toilets appeared to be 
clogged with waste.

In the basement restroom 
of Cushwa Hall, there were 
seven stalls. One toilet was 
dirty, while two out of the 
three soap dispensers were 
functional. Each stall had 
toilet paper, but the overall 
cleanliness of the restroom 
was poor. Cushwa Hall was 
the only building on campus 
that had consistently dirty re
strooms throughout.

All restrooms on campus 
had toilet paper and soap, 
along with either paper towels 
or a hand dryer, yet the worst 
restrooms on campus were the 
women’s restrooms in Cush
wa Hall.

The men’s restrooms in 
Cushwa Hall were also poorly 
cared for. Even though the 
restrooms in this building 
had working soap dispensers, 
the water temperature ranged 
from 65 to 100 degrees. The 
toilets were unflushed and wa
ter appeared on the counter- 
tops. Waste was caked on the 
toilet seats, while-paper ob
jects were found on the floor.

Restrooms in the Andrews 
Wellness and Student Recre
ation Center were clean, yet 
the water temperature was 
cold and mostly around 70 de
grees. Toilets were sterile and 
clean, as were the sink, coun
tertops and floor.

ARSON page 1
“The city does take this 

seriously,” he said during 
the meeting.

D ’Avignon added that 
his department had started 
testing buildings for asbes
tos two weeks ago to begin 
the demolition project on 
vacant homes that cannot

be salvaged. He said two of 
the homes that were tested 
will be tom  down by next 
week, while vacant houses 
in the Historic District will 
be secured and eventually 
brought back to productive 
use.

“We want to protect

assets around the park,” 
D”Avignon said.

Letson is most concerned 
about the historical struc
tures in the community. Let
son said that due to public 
interest in the meeting, more 
will be held in the future.

Location: Kilcawley, Seminar Room 2068. Seating is 
limited. To sign up: Please call ext. 2377 or email Cheryl 

Coy at ckcoy@ysu.edu.

VISIT US ONLINE AT THEJAMBAR.COM

mailto:ttricarefabrics@gmail.com
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Rest-room for 
improvement
RELATED STORY

Bathrooms,  page 1
THE JAMBAR 
EDITORIAL BOARD

After viewing the results 
of a Jambar inspection on 
the state o f bathroom clean
liness on campus, a trip 
to use the newly installed 
hand sanitizer stations may 
be more important than you 
think.

The suggested hygiene 
practices we are supposed 
to be implementing with 
the threat of the H1N1 flu 
virus, such as the simple act 
of washing your hands with 
hot water, is not possible in 
some restrooms on campus. 
Many students are stepping 
up to sinks to find only cold 
water.

This is a building main
tenance issue that cannot 
be overlooked. If we want 
to be proactive during flu 
season, or just be plain hy
gienic, then keeping our 
hands clean is likely the 
first step.

The university has taken 
some initiative to thwart dis
ease and educate students 
on the threat of infection. 
Although warning signs 
have been posted and hand 
sanitizer dispensers conve
niently placed in common, 
oft-frequented areas, if the 
environment around you is 
already a breeding ground 
for germs, you will need to 
do more than rub on some 
ethyl alcohol.

The responsibility for 
the cleanliness in campus 
bathrooms isn’t just in the 
hands of the university, but 
also resides with students, 
staff and faculty who regu
larly use the facilities. After 
all, we are the ones creating 
the disgusting mess in the 
first place.

So lift up the seat, throw 
away your paper towels 
and alert someone if a re
stroom needs attention or a 
sink needs repaired.

It’s a dirty job, but in the 
end someone has to deal 
with it.

OUR SIDE POLICY
The editorial board that writes 

Our Side editorials consists of the 
editor-in-chief, managing editor 
and news editor. These opinion 
pieces are written separately from 
news articles and draw on the opin
ions of the entire writing staff. The 
Jambar’s business manager and 
non-writing staff do not contribute 
to editorials, and the adviser does 
not have final approval.

YOUR SIDE POLICY
The Jambar encourages letters 

to the editor. E-mail submissions 
are welcome at editor@thejam- 
bar.com. Letters should concern 
campus issues, must be typed and 
must not exceed 400 words. Sub
missions must include the writer’s 
name and telephone number for 
verification and the writer’s city 
of residence for printing. Letters 
are subject to editing for spelling, 
grammar and clarity. The editorial 
board reserves the right to reject 
commentaries that are libelous or 
that don’t defend opinion with facts 
from reliable sources. The editorial 
board will request a rewrite from 
the submitting writer based on 
these requirements.

Letters will not be rejected 
based on the view expressed in 
them. Letters may be rejected if 
they are not relevant to Jambar 
readers, seek free publicity or if 
the editorial staff decides the sub
ject has been sufficiently aired. 
The Jambar will not print letters 
that libelous, threatening, obscene 
or indecent. The Jambar does not 
withhold the names of writers of 
letters or guest commentaries.

The views and opinions ex
pressed in letters and commen
taries on the opinion page do not 
necessarily reflect those of The 
Jambar staff. Editorials do not nec
essarily reflect the opinions of the 
faculty, staff or administration of 
Youngstown State University.
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COMMENTARY

Massacre at Fort Hood
McClatchy-Tribune 
News Service

When soldiers die on the battle
field, it’s a tragedy, but a normal one, 
if violent death can ever be thought 
of as normal. And then there are war- 
zone outrages, such as this week’s 
murder of five British soldiers in Af
ghanistan at the hands of a treason
ous Afghan police officer, which are 
particular shocking. But Thursday’s 
massacre at Fort Hood was a tragedy 
of another magnitude entirely.

Could there be a safer place for 
American soldiers than an Army 
base deep in the heart of Texas? If 
that weren’t astonishing enough, the 
two score dead or wounded at Fort 
Hood were shot by an American sol
dier. The horrific irony of this act is 
hard to comprehend. An obviously 
stunned Bell County Commissioner 
John Fisher went on national TV to 
ask for prayers for soldiers, saying 
that nobody expects soldiers thou
sands of miles from the front lines to 
face this kind of thing at home.

As of this writing, the killer’s 
motive is not known _ and depend
ing on how much he can or will co
operate with investigators, it may 
never be _ but his name is Maj. 
Nidal Malik Hasan, believed to be 
in his late 30s. It obviously could 
prove significant that the murder
er was believed to be a Muslim, 
suggesting the motive might be

ideological or religious anger, as 
opposed to post-traumatic stress 
disorder or some other psychiat
ric distress. This wasn’t the act of 
a young and traumatized enlisted 
man; the mass murderer was an of
ficer -  and, indeed, a psychiatrist 
himself, one about to deploy to Iraq 
or Afghanistan.

It is tempting, in our collective 
grief and anger, to jump to furious 
and intemperate conclusions. Given 
that this country has been engaged 
in a war on Islamist terror for most 
of this decade, it’s natural to focus 
on the killer’s religion. (“I wish his 
name was Smith,” an unidentified 
Army officer’s wife told ABC News, 
and who wouldn’t agree?)

Be careful here, and let the FBI 
and military investigators do their 
careful and deliberate work. If there 
was any sort of conspiracy, they will 
find it _ but don’t assume the worst.

The Pentagon estimates that 
roughly, 3,000 American Muslims 
serve in the U.S. military, though 
they don’t have a precise count. 
Islamic soldiers no doubt get lots 
of grief serving in a military that’s 
occupying and fighting in Muslim 
countries, but serve they do _ and by 
choice. They don’t deserve to have 
their patriotism and loyalty ques
tioned because of this.

What they do deserve, as do the 
rest of us, is a complete examination 
of this criminal act and a clear reso
lution on what led to it.

AT EASE, GOLPIERl

This Bud's for me? No thanks
Melissa Mary Smith

COLUMNIST

Ever since I got my license last month, I’ve 
been going out and meeting new people, but guess 
what? I’m not drinking. Not even so much as one 
drink. That’s right: I ’m completely sober.

I don’t expect an award or admiration or any
thing, but I’ve discovered something about myself: 
I don’t have patience for drunks when I’m sober.

Some people do and I call them saints.
Why don’t I drink when I go out? Because I 

live in Cop land, also known as Poland.
If you’ve ever been pulled over there, you’ll 

know they don’t mess around with handing out 
citations and tickets.

Two drinks, and I’m legally drunk. That said, 
I ’m not going to risk getting a DUI.

I don’t mean to bash people who get drunk at 
bars and concert venues and whatnot.

I understand that some people have hectic work 
weeks and busy schedules and need a means of 
unwinding, so they have a few (hundred) and en
joy themselves.

All I’m saying is when those people are around 
me, I have a difficult time holding a decent conver
sation with them as I can barely understand what 
they’re saying. Slurred speak isn’t a language I am 
fluent in.

I’m no angel, though. I have had my embar
rassing moments in the past while intoxicated and 
I look back on them and cringe. I ’ve realized that I 
don’t always need to drink to have a good time.

M otherly Instinct

Most of the time, the people getting drunk are 
those I know and am friends with.

This silly maternal urge in me turns on and I 
worry about how they’re going to get home.

It ends up ruining my evening.
A lot of drunks I don’t know weird me out, and 

they’re mostly men.
Drunken men: please, don’t ask me to dance 

with you. At this point in your drunkenness, 
you’ve lost your basic motor skills and all I want 
to do is punch you in the face for irritating me.

Drunks, both men and women, also make 
physical contact with me a little too much. Look, I 
know you’re impaired, but it doesn’t make it right 
to put your hands on my shoulders, hips or any 
part of my body, for that matter.

For my birthday in past years, I ’ve wanted to 
be taken out to get obliterated, but I have no desire 
to do that this year. I’m afraid of turning into what 
I’ve recently grown to hate: just another drunk.

got an opinion;* Send letters to:

At
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Xbox partners with social networking Web sites
Dan Brown
REPORTER

Xbox LIVE is updating 
with a convergence mental
ity, combining their already 
popular service with massive
ly popular social networking 
sites Facebook and Twitter.

In 2008, Microsoft reported 
Xbox Live had 17 million us
ers and over half of that had 
gold memberships. On the 
Xbox LIVE Marketplace, over 
$1 billion has been spent since 
2005.

“We are always asking our
selves how to make the TV 
more social,” said John Schap- 
pert, corporate vice president 
of Interactive Entertainment 
LIVE, Software and Studios at 
Microsoft through a release on 
Xbox.com.

At the E3 Expo 2009, Mi
crosoft announced partnerships 
with social networking giants

Facebook and Twitter. After 
months of speculation, Xbox 
LIVE has finally unveiled how 
they incorporated Facebook 
and Twitter to select members 
of a preview program.

Twitter functions as it regu
larly would with only a few 
minor things removed. Users 
can’t check out TwitPics and 
can’t check follow/following 
lists. Users can still search, 
check trending topics, send 
direct messages, choose to 
follow users and tweet about 
whatever they want.

Facebook’s functionality 
isn’t as true to form. Applica
tions can’t be played or even 
looked at on Xbox LIVE, which 
means YSU-favorite Farm- 
ville is unavailable through the 
service. You can still check 
friends’ status updates and up
date your own. You can look 
at friends’ pictures regularly 
or in a full screen slideshow, 
which can help the viewing 
of smaller photos. You can

also find friends on your Xbox 
LIVE buddy list and add them 
on Facebook.

On Xbox LIVE both are 
much more colorful and user 
friendly than they are on the 
Web, complete with big but
tons that make navigation 
easy. Obviously updating your 
status on either Facebook or 
Twitter or typing anything 
in can be difficult. However, 
Xbox allows the use of USB 
keyboards if you plug them 
right into the ports on the 
Xbox. Xbox also released a 
messenger kit, a small cell 
phone sized keyboard that 
plugs right into your controller 
that retails for $29.99.

“By bringing Twitter, Fa
cebook and Last.fm to Xbox 
360, we’re not only extending 
the walls of your living room 
beyond your home to your 
friends all over the world, 
we’re creating the definitive 
social network, uniting more 
than 300 million people to

share thoughts on music, play 
games and tweet,” Schappert 
said.

Currently, only those 18 
and older can use Facebook or 
Twitter. However, Xbox LIVE 
Director of Programming 
Larry Hryb has reported on 
his Website that those 13 to 17 
will be able to use the feature 
with parental permission.

In addition to Facebook and 
Twitter, Xbox has added Last, 
fm. With Last.fm users can 
listen to their favorite bands 
complete with video slide
shows to enhance the listening 
experience. But to receive no 
ads, the ability to play your be
loved tracks on their own sta
tion, exclusive access to new 
features and more users will 
have to play $3 a month. $36 
more a year is a hard sell for 
gamers already paying $50 for 
the Xbox LIVE service.

The update’s rumored re
lease date for all users is Nov. 
17.

*B y  bringing Twitter, 
Facebook and Last, 
fm to Xbox 360, we're 
not only extending the 
walls o f your trying 
room beyond your 
borne to your friends all 
over the world, we're 
creating the definitive 
social network, uniting 
more than 300 mil- r 
lion people to share 
thoughts on music, play 
games and tweet."

John Schappert

DIALING
There's an App for that
Lamar Salter
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

When people turn to the bottle 
during an extreme time of stress, the 
affects of alcohol can leave more than 
just a hangover in the morning.

Drunk Dialing is a social phenom
enon that turns every phone against 
its user and has been plaguing adults 
who dare answer for years.

Whether it be a booty call gone 
wrong or a twisted plea for a reunion, 
alcohol causes people to lose con
trol and act more on their emotions,

come a subject of interest in study
ing drunken behavior and its af
fects on the human mind.

In 2008, two instructors 
at Kent State University pre
sented a scholar-to-scholar 
presentation for the National 
Communication Association 
about this very topic.

Amber Ferris and Erin 
Hellenbaugh wrote a 
38-page paper about 
who drunk dialers are, 
why they do it and the 
people who take the 
calls

The duo sampled 
over 400 college students 
around the age of 20.

According to their study, 
women were more likely to en
gage in the behavior for “con
fidence, relational maintenance, 
confession of emotion and recon
nection” and men for “sexual pur
poses.”

As if public' drunkenness 
wasn’t bad enough, as technology 
grows so does our ability to com

municate.
Cell phones, more specifically 

smart phones like the Blackber
ry, iPod and the Palm lineup 
allow a lot more opportunities 
to connect. People can now 
text, instant message, and e- 
mail, allowing more ways to 

contact that certain somebody 
and let them now exactly how 

you feel, even if you don’t remember 
it in the morning.

Students at Youngstown State 
University shared their experiences

about drunk dialing.
Jessica McDermott, a sopho

more, talked about a heart
breaking conversation she 

thought she had with her 
then boyfriend while she 
was drunk, only to real
ize exactly who she was 
talking to the next day.

“I woke up and looked 
at my phone and saw that 

I spent the entire night talk
ing, crying, fighting and argu
ing with myself,” Mcdermott 
said.

Drunk dialing has be

come a popular subject on the inter
net too.

Web sites like www.drunkdial.org, 
where users can call a hotline number 
that records their call for the public 
and w w w.textsfromlastnight .com
where people post texts made during 
intoxication, are popular examples.

Social networking sites such as 
Facebook and MySpace have user- 
created groups dedicated to sharing 
stories about drunk dialing.

There are also applications for the 
iPhone that both prevent and promote 
drunk dialing.

“Ringrr Roulette” is an app that 
plays on the risks of drunken dialing.

Users who have the app shake

PHOTO ILLUSTRATIONS BY ADAM ROGERS / THE JAMBAR

their iPhone in and a random con
tact number pops up. The app then 
“dares” the user to call the number or 
“chicken out.”

Another popular app works to 
prevent drunk dialing. “Don’t dial” 
allows users to block certain numbers 
from being called before a they start 
drinking.

Popular e-mail sites like Gmail 
have also created preventive mea
sures for drunken behavior.

When set, the filter subjects the 
drunken person to a math sobriety 
“test.”

If the person cannot answer the 
questions correctly, their account is 
automatically locked out.

http://www.drunkdial.org
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Attention all Penguins!
Join the Y S U  M a r c h in g  P rid e  for the pre-game Ice Breaker, 

our traditional pre-game concert and pep rally 
featuring school songs, great spirit, 

and an exciting Game Day experience.

This will be a very special event, as it will be the last Ice Breaker 
over which Dr. and Mrs. Sweet will preside as 

President and First Lady of YSU.

Saturday, Nov. 14th 
11:30 am -12:00 noon

Inside Beeghly Gym
Don't Miss the "2009 Greatest Hits" of the 

YSU Marching Pride

Youngstown
STATE U N I V E R S I T Y

□Bitter

7a Ahhu**/ PĈ viviVyUniversity Theater Presents

M U S IC A L
b y
S tep h en  
Sch w artz  
and J o sep h  
Stein

V IS, 22 - 3:00 pm 

Ford Theater, Bliss
AUDIENCE VOLUNTEERS AND C ELEB R ITY G U E ST S  

IN A  BONA FIDE “ SPELL-O FF* E V ER Y  SHOW I 
7 W O  Q H & IA /Q  A D D E D /

NOV. 13. 14. 15. 20 * 21
Ford F a m ily  R ecita l Hall a t th e D eYor  

YSU STUDENTS ONLY$ 1 5.00
f o r  t i c k e t s  c a l l

Easy Street Productions
330- 743-8555

Y S U  STUDENTS
& & JFREE1

’ I r



Sports 11/13 Women's Basketball at Elon, 7p m .  
11/13 Volleyball at Cleveland State, 6 p m .  
11/13 Men's Basketball at Xavier; 7:30p m .  
11/14 Football vs. Illinois State, 1 p m .
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MEN’S BASKETBALL LOOKS TO IMPROVE ON 11-WIN SEASON
Mays averaged 
points a season ago. 
Along with his points, 
Mays averaged 3.5 
assists per game. Mays 
shot the three-pointer 
well as season ago as 
he shot 36.7 percent 
from behind the arc.

Senior DeAndre Mays

Bright led the team in scor
ing with 11.4 points per 
game last season. Bright 
led the team in scoring in 
six games a seasonago.
His 27points in a game at 
Butler was the most points 
anybody on the scored for 
a single game the entire 
season.

Senior Sirlester Martin

Senior Kelvin Bright

Martin provided an 
inside presence last 
season with an ability to 
step out and knock down 
an 18-foot jump shot . 
Martin averaged a team- 
high 7.3 rebounds and 
registered four double
doubles.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF YSUSPORTS.COM

Keith Langford Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

For the Youngstown 
State University men’s 
basketball team, the next 
season looks promising as 
most players from a season 
ago return, joined by some 
freshman additions to the 
roster. The Penguins are 
picked to finish seventh out 
of 10 teams in the Horizon 
League, according to the 
Horizon League preseason 
poll.

“We are looking for 
some great things out of 
this group,” said head 
coach Jerry Slocum.

A season ago, the Pen
guins finished tied with the 
University of Illinois-Chi- 
cago Flames for the No. 6 
seed in the Horizon League 
with an 11-19 record over
all and a 7-11 record in the 
Horizon League.

Because the Penguins 
won both regular season 
meetings with the Flames, 
they earned the home game 
in a No. 6 versus No. 7 
seed pairing in the Horizon 
League postseason tourna
ment. Unfortunately, the 
Penguins lost to the Flames 
before a packed house at 
Beeghly Center on March 
3, ending their season with 
the 73-68 loss.

Some key losses for the 
Penguins are Tack Liles 
and Mikko Niemi. Liles 
averaged 8.0 points and 
5.3 rebounds per game last

season. The Penguins will 
miss the intangibles Liles 
brought to the table, such 
as his hustle, defensive 
presence and shot blocking. 
Niemi, a solid player off 
the bench, brought tough
ness at the guard position; 
the Penguins will miss his 
tenacity.

One key addition to the 
team is a local prospect, 
freshman Sheldon Brog- 
don. Brogdon played bas
ketball at Warren G. Hard
ing High School. Freshman 
Lamar • McKnight, who 
played his high school ca
reer at St. Peter Chanel 
High School, adds another 
forward to the team’s mix. 
Freshman Eddie D’Haiti 
will look to contribute 
this season after a redshirt 
2008-2009 season.

Returning this season 
are three junior college 
transfers who helped the 
Penguins to 11 wins last 
season. Seniors DeAndre 
Mays, Kelvin Bright and 
Sirlester Martin were all 
junior college players be
fore they made the switch 
to play ball at YSU. All 
three were instrumental in 
the success the team had in 
winning 11 games.

Bright led the team in 
scoring a season ago when 
he averaged 11.4 points per 
game. He led the team in 
scoring in six games last 
season and scored more 
than 20 points in three of 
those games, which includ
ed a season-high 27 points 
at Butler University.

Mays stretched the de
fense out with his ability to 
knock down the long ball. 
Mays averaged 37 percent 
from three-point territory. 
Martin provided an inside 
presence alongside former 
Penguin Liles. Martin led 
the team with 7.3 rebounds 
per game last season.

Junior Vytas Sulskis has 
contributed since his fresh
man season at YSU. Suls
kis’ overall game and ver
satility allows him to play 
several different positions 
for the Penguins.

Other key contributors 
from a season ago were 
junior Vance Cooksey 
and his 1.7 to 1 assist-to- 
tumover ratio, sophomore 
Ashen Ward’s 38 percent 
three-point shooting and 
junior Tom Parks’ 40 per
cent three-point shooting.

The team’s biggest hur
dle for the upcoming sea
son may fall in its ability 
to win crucial road games. 
A season ago, the Penguins 
finished the season 4-10 
on the road and 3-6 within 
league play. The Penguins 
won against the average 
teams or the teams below 
them in the Horizon League 
standings, but could beat 
the elite teams in the con
ference.

The hype for the season 
to begin draws nearer as the 
Penguins return to court for 
their first game at Xavier 
University on Nov. 13 with 
their first home game com
ing two days later against 
Hiram College.

Women's Basketball 
Team Looking Forward 
to Upcoming Season
Roh Harris
REPORTER

The Youngstown State 
University Women’s Basket
ball team experienced ,a lot of 
adversity last season. The Pen
guins finished the year only 
3-27, the first losing season at 
any level for first -year head 
coach Cindy Martin. The Pen
guins return only five players 
from last season’s team but the 
five are an integral part of the 
success of this year’s team.

“It’s great to have five re
turners who all understand the 
program so well. Rachel [Man
uel], Kaitlyn March, Makala 
[Gasparek], Macey [Nortey], 
and Kenya [Middlebrooks]. 
Having all five of them who 
know what we expect in prac
tice, the effort level in pre
season or what to expect with 
film. They’ve really helped all 
the newcomers with the little 
things. Whenever you have 
returners, it makes a big dif
ference on how well you can 
communicate and get things 
done,” Martin.explained.

The season’s team is ex
periencing a large turnover to 
their roster. The Penguins will 
be among the youngest teams 
in the county with only six 
players on the roster having 
Division I experience. The top 
five scorers from last season 
are gone, as is 74.4 percent 
of the scoring, 75.3 percent 
of the rebounding and 62.9 
percent of the minutes played. 
Three junior college transfers 
and four freshmen in Martin’s 
first full recruiting class will 
help with the transition, as will 
senior captains Manuel and 
March, and sophomore cap
tain Nortey.

“We actually do completely 
anonymous voting,” Martin

said of the captain voting. “All 
12 of the ladies get an equal 
voice. Anybody can be voted 
a captain and they are allowed 
to circle up to three names.” '

Depite her young age, 
Martin feels the team made 
the right choice in picking the 
sophomore Nortey as captain. 
“Her playing time last year as 
a freshman made a big differ
ence,” Martin said.

Nortey started 25 games at 
point guard and played in all 
30 last season as a true fresh
man. She is the top returning 
player in points with 5.6 points 
per game, rebounds at 2.7 and 
assists at 2.7 from last season. 
Manuel is the most experi
enced of the Penguins with 85 
career games played. March 
appeared in a career-high 23 
games last season as a junior 
after playing in 14 contests her 
first two seasons combined.

Coach Martin believes the 
team will show great improve
ment in her second season. “I 
think were going to push the 
tempo a lot better this year, 
we’ll score a lot of points 
in transition. I think another 
where we’ll show improve
ment is our half court ex
ecution offensively, knowing 
when to make an extra pass or 
how to set your teammate up,” 
“Martin said.

“Our number one goal is to 
execute better as a team,” she 
said. “We want to try and fin
ish in the top six of the league 
in order to get a bye in the first 
round [of the conference tour
nament.] But overall, we want 
to get better everyday, taking 
one day at a time, everyday 
making some kind of improve
ment.”

The Penguins open the reg
ular season with a trip to North 
Carolina to take on the Elon 
University Phoenix Friday.

IN TR AM U R AL PLA YER  O F THE W EEK
Sforza, a senior forensic sci
ence major, was nominated 
as intramural player o f the 
week by Joe Conroy, coordi
nator o f intramural sports. 
Conroy said Sforza, who plays 
racquetball, is dominant in 
tournaments and exciting to 
watch.

J a m e s  S f o r z a

COMMENTARY-

A job won and lost by numbers
Josh S t i p a n o v i c h
NEWS EDITOR

Since becoming the head 
coach of the Youngstown State 
University football team nine 
seasons ago, Jon Heacock has 
been anything but extraordi
nary.

Prior to Heacock’s arrival 
in 2000, the Penguins were 
coached by the Youngstown 
legend Jim Tressel, who, to 
some, may have been one of 
the greatest, if not the greatest, 
coaches YSU has ever seen.

Tressel was able to bring 
home four national champion
ships in the nineties during his 
tenure before leaving for Ohio 
State University.

That’s a pretty big shoe to 
fill.

But Heacock has achieved 
one thing Tressel did not -lead
ing the Penguins to back-to- 
back conference titles in 2005 
and 2006, including a Football 
Subdivision playoff semifinals 
appearance in 2006.

Despite posting an overall 
record of 54-39, including suc
cess in 2005, 2006 and 2007, 
Heacock has only won eight 
games since.

And after starting this sea
son off to a 3-1 start, with the 
lone loss coming to a team 
predicted to win the Big East 
Conference in the University 
of Pittsburgh Panthers, the

Penguins have lost four out of 
five making their record (4-5.)

Heacock has yet to prove he 
can beat ranked, FBS teams, 
and has posted a record of 0-9 
and 1-6 currently, against the 
top two ranked programs in 
the Missouri Valley Confer
ence.

But another thing that must 
be kept in mind is the level 
of difficulty the MVC brings. 
Heacock was able to succeed 
in 2006 while coaching in a 
what, some would think was a 
much weaker Gateway Confer
ence. He earned five wins over 
top-25 ranked teams while still 
in the Gateway Conference in 
the never-to-be-forgotten 2006 
season.

That number led the pen
guins to their first outright 
Gateway title, since Tressel, in 
1997 and also gave YSU their 
first automatic bid to the play
offs since 1987.

During those three years 
prior to 2008, Heacock was 
able to post records of (8-3) in 
2005, (11-3) in 2006 and (7-4) 
in 2007.

Those numbers may be 
forgotten though, and the re
ality is YSU was supposed 
to be competing for a confer
ence championship and even 
a national championship since 
coming off of a 2008 season 
which was plagued by injuries 
and drama.

The campus community

is well aware of the fact that 
Heacock is currently in a con
tract year.

According to Sports In
formation Director Trevor 
Parks, fans have not been shy 
to express their feelings and 
as a matter of fact, during the 
Fifth Quarter Show following 
Saturday’s game, of eight call
ers, five were for getting rid of 
Heacock and exploring other 
options for next season.

Maybe it’s better off for 
Heacock as he is known for 
his defensive strategist skills. 
Before the start of this season, 
he took over the defense as a 
coordinator, and has proved 
that this is one of his special
ties.

But whatever decision is 
made at the end of the season, 
Heacock should know he has 
done a lot for a team that some 
would say could have never 
been as successful as it was 
under the reign of Jim Tressel, 
and his care for his players, es
pecially his seniors, has been 
accounted for.

The number one thing 
that Heacock should keep in 
mind is he was able to achieve 
something Tressel wasn’t able 
to and the season isn’t over. He 
has two very important games 
yet to play, and winning both 
may change the minds of the 
Youngstown faithful.


