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Academic Senate

ACADEMIC SENATE MINUTES

March 6, 2013

Call to Order:  Senate Chairperson Chet Cooper called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

Minutes of the Feb. 6, 2013, meeting were approved.  To view the minutes, go to
<http://www.ysu.edu/acad-senate/1213/minfeb13.pdf>. 

  Senate Composition - Chet Cooper, Chair of the Senate, reported:

Chet reported that voting for amnedments to the Charter are 80 ballots short of approval of
charter.  Please get colleagues to submit ballot.  Please email Carol Lamb (cmlamb@ysu.edu)
if you need a ballot.

The process to elect department senators has started with the Department Chairs being
notified to elect replacement senators. Elections for Senators At Large will begin after spring
break.

As discussed at the Senate Executive Committee, Chet was requested to present and open for
discussion the topic of the composition of the Presidential Search Advisory Committee: Chet
introduced the topic by providing a printed copy of the news release regarding appointed
members of the President Search Advisory Committee.  This is the only announcement on
the YSU website.

There are only two people on the committee that might be considered regular people,
Dr. Bowers and Chet.  He is receiving a lot of flack regarding who is on the committee,
Chet does not have any answers and the Academic Senate Executive Committee also
had concerns and would like to have an open discussion in the Senate Meeting and
possibly develop a resolution.

There is a consulting company performing the Presidental search and is collecting
applications. The YSU Search Advisory Committee will look at the list of applicants
and eventually narrow the candidates down to five or six that will be invited to
campus.  So the question many are asking Chet is why is the committee not the same
make up as was used for the previous presidental search? Is there a policy as to how a
president should be selected and the make-up of the search committee? Basically the
Board of Trustees can do what ever they wish.

http://www.ysu.edu/
file:///E|/academic%20senate/1213/minfeb13.pdf
file:///E|/academic%20senate/1213/nov12_ucc.pdf
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Q: Dr. Tartir, Math/Stats: Will faculty have opportunity to meet with the final
candidates?

A: Chet: From the impression he is sensing is that there would be open forums to
interview the candidates.

Dr. Karpak, Mgmt: She is surprised that there is only one faculty and no Deans on the
committee.

Dr. Earnhardt, Comm: Another interesting fact is that there is basically no
information on the website and to find any information you have to search for it.  One
would think that the Board of Trustrees would be advertising the position.

Dr. Murphy, FPA: The questions surrounding the presidential search is on the back of
the last negotiations and with what is going to be discussed by Ken Learman
everything seems to be changing in totality.  Everyone needs to take this information
back to their departments and discuss with your colleagues.

Q: Can we change the Board of Trustees minds as to what they are doing? 

A: Chet: If we have an opinion we need to state it, they will not change anything they
have done. Chet did relay that when AGB (search consulting firm) was on campus
they held open forums for faculty which were very sparsely attended.  Does that mean
that the faculty do not care or have any input?

Dr. Wolfgang, FPA: She is junior faculty and feels completely disempowered and
looking to get out when it is financially suitable.  She sees nothing coming back her
way.  When the faculty feel disempowered they do not get involved. 

Chet:  As faculty have you voiced your concerns, this is a question when no more than
20 faculty showed up at all the sessions.  Can we do something immediately, no, can we
do something going forward, yes I think we can. 

Dr. Wolfgang: So we should leave our class to go to a meeting that they really don’t
care about what we say?

Dr. Sarkissian, Foreign Languages: The response from the faculty is that no one
should show up to the open forums when the presidential candidates are here.

Dr. Fagan, Biology: The union meetings and other meetings have less and less faculty
showing up.  However, not showing up for candidates is not what we should do.

Cory, SG: This is a concern to Student Government regarding the vast difference
between this committee and the last committee.  They would like more transparency as
to what the Board of Trustees are looking for.

Dr. OMansky, Sociology/Anthropology: He is concerned that there is a top down
model.  If you look at the composition of the Board of Trustees there is no one with an
academic background, they all have business backgrounds and the university is not
simply a business.

Chet:  To keep the meeting moving if you have any other questions, concerns, or
comments please send them to Chet and he will take it to the Board of Trustees as
senate concerns.
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Ohio Faculty Council - Ken Learman:

There is a resolution that will be presented at OFC tomorrow.

Toledo is predicting a major shortfall next year. The Dean of each college, at Toledo,
gave their faculty some of the things that they are going to try in order to ease the
budget crunch. If a faculty member has funded research they will be eligible to teach
less, there will also be minimum class sizes 30 students for undergraduate courses, 15
students for graduate courses and the faculty member can choose to teach a course
with less students enrolled however the course will not count toward your workload.

HB59 is going to take workload be determined at the university level. and trustees can
raise workload regardless of what is stated in the union contract. Part-time faculty
would be on 15-15 WL. The attorney representing Toledo is the same attorney that
represents Bowling Green and Akron. There is a draft resolution, please look at this
draft and send Ken an email with any comments that you may have. Toledo is also
working off of a 70, 20 10 model, 70% teaching, 20% research, and 10% service.  

Ken will report back next month. OFC is going to develop the resolution for Toledo.
Wright State Academic Senate is also working on a separate resolution.

Dr. Wolfgang, FPA: You don’t want 30 kids in stage prep there will be students with
missing fingers.

Ken: There is room for execptions to the rule and likely can be made on a case by case
basis.  The information he has is from one specific college, so FPA may be somewhat
different.

Dr. Murphy, FPA: Negotiations are starting soon so as faculty we need to be involved.

Ken: As faculty we should show up at the forums and ask some difficult questions.

Dr. Jackson, Political Science: How does this model meet with the urban research
insititution  and the Higher Learning Commission report?

Ken: The document does state that Crediting Boards and standards could supersede
these changes

 

Academic Standards Committee: Bob Korenic

There is a request to make changes to the Metro Credit Entrance Requirements to college
and high school programs (Attachment 1).

Karla Krodel from the Metro College was present to answer any questions the Senate
may have regarding the proposal:  Recently there were standards passed regarding
college readiness. 

Rather than SAT and ACT scores we will require students to have college readiness
scores.  Keeping an overall GPA of 3.00 for juniors and seniors and SAT or ACT
specified scores or successful completion of Ohio Graduation Tests.

If student have not had SAT may take the necessary YSU approved placement exams.
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Some exams have been eliminated due to departments eliminating the requirements.

Aligning with the state, there is evidence that these are working.  90% did place in the
the program. 

There were no questions or comments from the attending Senate menbers.

There was not a quorum of senate members in attendance at the meeting and
therefore a vote could not be taken.

The propoasl was asking for the changes to beginning in Fall 2013, but if not resolved
by senate can they change date to start  in Spring 2014?

 

Unfinished Business:   None

 

New business:  Justen Vrabel, Student Government

Classroom Technology Proposal

A concerned student raised questions regarding the lack of policy on the use of
technology in the classroom. Some faculty allow students to use laptops for notetaking,
appropriate classroomd use. Cellphone use should be the descrition of faculty.  The
faculty should be allowed to take away use of technology if used inappropriately.
Students are confused and concerned as to what is allowed. Student Government
would like to see this issue taken up by the Integrated Technology Committee and
create a policy.

Q: Dr. Wolfgang, FPA: She is totally fine with students using technology, but what is
her responsibility as to student who are not doing what they are suppose to be doing
and are doing other things on their laptops.  It is not her responsibility to patrol
students but it is distracting to other students.

Justen: He can see her concern because it is not her responsibility to patrol the
students use of technology.

Dr. Goldberg: Dana School of Music: He is confused that the students have questions
because he has stated in the syllabus for his course as to what extent technology can be
used.

Justen: If that were the case it should be clear and this should supersede any written
policy.

Dr. Goldberg: Do students want the university to tell all faculty what to do?

Chet: Are you thinking that according to the contract that a syllabus must discuss
items such as attendance and technology use policy?

Justen: That would be acceptable.

Q: Have you researched as to what other university do?
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A: Justen: No he has not looked into what other universities do.  He just wanted to
introduce to Integrated Tecnologies Committee.

 

Adjournment:  The Academic Senate adjourned at 4:54 p.m.

Sign-in Sheet
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For further information, e-mail Carol Lamb.
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