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ARMS MUSEUM ETHNIC CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE 

A REPORT ON THE DYM, NEWSLETTER OF THE POLISH ARTS CLUB OF YOUNGSTOHN, OHIO. 

DATES: OCTOBER, 1940 through APRIL 24, 1948. 

VOL~rns: Vol. 1, #1 through vol. 8, #4. 

GENERAL BACKGROUND: 

In studying the Polish-American Community it is i mportant to r emember that the 
community is oft en refered to as "Po Ionia" or "Americ an Polonia." The newsle tt ers 
reviewed in this report are in the private coll ection of Florence Turowski. Other 
copies may be extent. 

I .' 

Although Poles settled in America as early as the J amestown colony, and are most 
noted for their actions at Jamestmvn to obtain the vote and the rights of "English­
men", the great numbers who form the backbone of late 20th Century Po Ionia came to 
America at the turn of the last century. Dispite early scenarios concerning the im­
migrants which portrayed them as "ignorant, pliable, frieghtened souls in a state 
of shock", recent research has revealed that most immigrants to the United States 
were individuals of modest means, educated and literate, with a definite desire 
to move ahead in society. The very poor and the very rich were without motivation 
for the difficult work of building a new life in America. Those who came, came 
with a definite knowledge of "why they were leaving Europe and where they were 
headed." (This research is based upon census and arrival information. See Helen 
Zaniecki Lopata, and Victor Greene for further information.) 

Prior to World 1~ar I the Polish -American Press generally refered to Poles in 
America as "We Poles". Following the War and the opportunity of returning to a 
free Poland, those who remained had clarified their identity. Throughout the 
1920's, the term "Polish-Americans"came to replace concepts that saw Poles in 
America as forming a Poland in exile. A survey in 1925 conducted in Buffalo re­
vealed that Polonia's recognition of Washington and Lincoln was 100%, while the 
recognition of the President of Poland was only limited to 52% of the community. 
Babe Ruth came in at about 81%. The 1920s were a time of prosperity for Po1ish­
Americans. In Youngstown several churches were built and local newspapers com­
mented on the amount of money to be found in local savings accounts. (In Chicago, 
10,000 Polish-Americans owned businesses out of a population of 318,338. Business 
worth in Chicago was estimated in 1928 at $29 million; Church and schools at $25 
million; and housing worth $389 million, with 33,767 homeowning families. See 
Lubera, Poles in Chicago, p.15. Similar figures eventually should be available 
on the Polish-American community of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley.) In the 
1930s Polonia's religious institutional growth peaked. The highest number of 
religious schools and stud ents was achieved in the 1930s. Polish high schools were 
founded. And the Congregation of .the Resurrection, Polonia's leading religious or­
der, enjoyed its greatest number of entrants. 

Centering more directly upon the Polish Arts Club of Youngsto\~n we see its 
origins in a movement among professionals and educated Polish-Americans to chart 
a new course for America's Polonia. Previous to the 1920s and 30s most organi za­
tional ,.lOrk ,-las accomplished through fraternals or religious structures. For 
r easons that are still open for research a new series of organizations grew in 



the comm uni t y char a c t er i zed by:(l) empha sis on profess i ona l peopl e ; (2) a com­
ple te d ivor ce fr om ch urch i nflue nc e; a nd (3) a bre ak in a ff iliat ion with the 
fr a t er nals. (S ee Ka ntO\" icz, Pol - Arner Politics in Ch i cago, p.ll1.) I s s ue s 
of the DJ~ n e\~s lett ers lightly tr a ce the early ste ps t ak en by thes e orga ni za­
ti ons to id entify the ir. goals and to es t ablish contact with groups throughout 
the United St a t esfostering the s ame cultural obj ective s. Yo ungstown's local 
Ar ts Cl ub wa s among the first s uch or gani za t io ns to be e s t abl ish ed. In-
t e r es tin gly enough the ye ars of the DVM, 1940 to 1948, pr esent a bridge to 
t he Pos t h'o rld Ha r II ,,,orld for Polish- Amer i ca ns in Youngs t O\VJ1. Aft er 1945, 
l a r ge numbers disp e r sed into middle- cla s s sub urba n ne i ghborhoods. Although 
conce n tration s a r e sti l l evid ent within the city a nd sub ur b s of t he Mahoning 
Va lley se l dom do es one e t hnic group r ema i n a ma jor ity c l ea rly vi s ible in a 
ne ighb orhood. 

A young hi s toria n has writt en tha t: "Th e monuments of love are principally 
lit er ary: \"ha t bills of s a le and t ax r ecor ds a re to economic history, po ems 
and l e tt ers a re to the history of personal relations and attitud e s t o\.Ja rd th em." 
The DVM news l e tt e r s a re a n exciting ,el ement in the story of the people of 
the Hahoning Vall ey. Hhile they are important me rely a s a k ey to a cultural 
comm unity's tr a nsit i on into the mainstream of the profes sions in America, they 
a lso g ive a n inf orma l pic ture of the letters, poems, stori es, a nd eve n a bit 
of go s s ip t ha t of f e r s a n ins i ght into the "p ersonal r e l a t ions" a nd concerns 
of pe ople exc ited about b e ing a part of the h is t ory of t h e }!aho ning Va lley. 

A general index of t op i cs a nd individuals prominently no ted in the Dl~ newslett e rs 
is being pr e pa r ed· for Decembe r. 

Submi tted by Jos eph S. Rudjak, Jr. 



FELIX S. MIKA 
A TTO RNEY AT LAW 

SUITE 203 LEGAL ARTS CENTRE 

YOUN G STOWN . OHIO 44503 

Deacon Jose ph Rudiak 
411 Lora AVenue 
Young sto~TI, Ohio 44504 

Dear Jf)s eph: 

PH ON E 746·5097 

October 25, 1982 

I tried to get ~y sister to me et with you but she is 
too nervous and put a damper on it. Howeve r she has a Pmaietnik 
of S+. Stanislauw 25th Anniversay. , 

There is a cOILplete hi s tory of the forma tion of thi s 
par ish. Then it tells of a second chur ch, St. Casimir, which 
\"\·a s for med in 1907. St. Stans was in 1902. You can see my 
rather's na:ne on t he ori zinal collection committee. It is in 
Polish. If you and your "parents can't read in Polish I can 
mee t with you and translate it. 

Thoe first cmn:ni ttees include t he original settlers 
in this valley. The Polis~ people met ~n the baiement of 
St. Lolumba's church ha d tnelr ma sses t nere and for med the 
pl ans for t he ne~ St. Sta nislaus Church. You will note on 
the first cOffi~itte were T. Zarzecki and F. Hoffman. The last 
one is Tom Romanick's father and Huffman were both from the 
Erier Hill district. 

Most of the poles at that time we re from Galicia 
and lived on East Federal Street in Kurz's Alley or 
Galijda Flats. They then moved onto the south side. Some, 
inc ludi ng my dad, moved on the East Side. Those who came from 
the German occupation area mov ed into the Brier H!ll Dis ' rict. 

I am enclosing the family history which I gave at 
t he Polish Arts meetin~. I hone it wi ll help. Am willing 
t o meet again for furh~er talks if you need me. 

1 I 
-§;8t. wishes, ') " 

Fel~~ / S. }hita .'1 . . /~( r-'- _/et/~~J; L/V,-- t L u 



" 

THEY' CAl- ~ FROM POLAND 
.. ' ,. . . : ~ . 

JOHN and ANijA MIKA 
, . 
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,. 
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:,,~':-~ ,\~:-;: :~~i:~ 
,r. . : - . ; .. ,: :.~ ~.::; .. :~~; -'1~ 

JOHN MlKA, wa s born D!30e~bar 27~' 1810, ' ·in Ro.olo.~~oo, pol ' ! c1~~' '!:~-:'.',>~~~ 
~ • • , ~ " , • • • , ' • . ' - • o n • - 0 • ". :~) 

(then ' Austr i a-Hungary), oon of JOD ph M;tc~ ~fl P-1n17,.G ~ . • Hi. · t ·. t " r ~?:'\:": 

a ts a n t-1~ jt" i n h1s v illa ge . ' }~ls tl tl~' me ants tba~ he). ,e ~; .~! < ~<.;:J,:~k 
" ~'. . - ~ )I.~ l: t·~·.J· ". .. ,' •. 

. ' '''l~: .~~'t"': __ : .:.:.~ .. ,~~~ 

t. . 1t .:: ',. , '. " ot the vill gil . for adrntnistrat1 fl>n purpo 0 0 · and· hQ chi ef e 
··i r.\: .. ~'-: ;. ':r,~ : ::! J.~1 

John 14i k a was one of seven oh1ldren and when qe n nred the a ·0 ot~~ 19'··{· . <:i':;~~ 
. '. . ,.:~-\ :.; .. '/~: ·.',.f/~.1'~~ 

he was oblige d tp nter the Ilrmsd el110Qs ot ' he AWJtr l a .. Hungarl · " :· , .·.~C ·· ~-.• '.-kr: 
.. ' . . , .,; ;-~.~~: ,:-; ;~: :/~.:; 

A:l!my. ' As many other Poles ot that , ago, t o. avoid sQnloe in. this -. :<:/: ,', ·i , 
'. ~ ~ ::1 .II ~ ;.~ ;;Z i~ 

"fore1ng army" ho was smuggled lout or Pol and nd a.mm l grated to .' .:';.c:<-: ;! ~.>\ 
. 1 • I • J : :". '" - • .. , : .. -.t .-.<(.,l j 

mor ioa • . Ha u r 1v d In th~ United Sta t es of Amarioa . on l,i 7 25" 1'8~9.~<» :~ 
. . r ' .. , . '. .' • ,:-~/, , ",:,~,~>:~/, ~:: 
J ohn Mika first settle d 1n Buffalo, New York • . Ho \1orke4 ~~ ' . ·r~?~~{~s.:~~:: 

Dugar r aotorr for one year . fuen thts f a otor y b urzw, 4' ~own : bo ~C) ~~<' ::' ''}~ :, 
• • . ~._ t i ~ • ~ .! 

t o YO lmgot o ro, Ohio ~ ' Ao bes t 0 n be deterrotned.~. ~:'.:;·lll~rI veci ill .: '. / ., ' '. -~, :';'-
. ' : . . ' . .. ': ~t 

YOun .~9town bout 1891. H~ orked a t R publio -Sto 1 Corpo . tl~ ~ .... >. :. " I ' ,~-. .. :,. , . . .. ~ .. 
Bro\m-5~'l1 , orks for 45 years, ret Irln~f 1n · 19·37:"1thQu.t~-one cent"" 

or pens ion. He dled 'August 9, 1940, a t age 70 • . In. oheoking _ 014 . - .­
\ . ~ . ' 

Yo ungst otm City Dlre otories ,the oldes t volunte,. avllllable t the La,,_- .' ,';: .' 
. :. ; ; .. :~'! 

Libr ary in the ~[)urt House 1s the 1896 vol ume, It :llstrs b it11 and hJ,. • . .:., 0" ~, 
. :". ". :~ j 

1re, Anna, as l aborer, r~s1denoe , . roar 414 E. F~deral Stre~t~.· a~~."'!t· ., .. ~ 
.; .~ . 

oo lvod his United. States CIti zenship 1n 1903. Th~ .o ertlt,10 te ohOl(I ': : \-?: . " _ ., 

a f, 1nors C1t13ens hip Paper~ . Thi s means ho UBS a minor , t ~he tb . ot .-:~.<':;. 
: ~. i r r ~ 

. . ..... - . ;. .,6 

h1s . en tranoe into this oountry. The Court Hou 0 r ooorda or oltiB n~ ' . ': '", 
:~~ 

eh tp s hows hts d a te of entry as Hay 2·5, 1889~ . 
. ~ .' 

Aftor ar tng in yo ungot o .... m he wrote t o ~a Ty, ~~ , .Q 8 . C - " . t, 
o I f + 

f r om tne.- s ama v illage . 1n Po l and. ~ At : tha:t\~t 1 e sho \fa s 1n· -,0 ~ . 

Ne Yor k , li.vlng · t71 th h~.r , sisterj' E:l .- f.?'~ ·.' r~·o.gct~n£y~~~~y bo.th .· rl~ . I'~' ~ ._ .' :. 

te ,..ttle a-." -- Anna T·;b;r·\la~' ·born 1n 'Rao1 ~l'Q~ i ·' f.ol n~ , . 4a ughta r 9t .~111 _ :' 
. . . . ' .. ' 1 .. ' . ~ I "I' t' 
...." " '.: 

Tybor and Maryann Staohura, one of 13 ohildren. Her f a ther l at r . 
" 

to this oountry and died at a go 84 1n Amo terda~, New Yor k, 
l;' • "f ~ 

" :. . , -
" -

John Mlka ' _Anna Tybor were marr i e d . tn Youngstown, Ohio ~~ . tb. 
~ .. .\ 

old St. ColUInQB 's ohuroh. Thet had 12 oh ildren. The earllee t bo~', :. ' ~. 
_ • ~ ~:. . ' . ,. l : ( 

~ .. -. -
wero baptize d 1n St. JO Be pb's Churoh • . J ohn Mlka was ono or tho ort. ·· 

;' : _ '. t;. 

g ina l members ot St. Stanislaus Churoh, and his d a ught er ~ullal . .:; 

• ",I ... 

- - --- - -:------,----~ 



.. · ," 

• ,I" 

I .. "' ~' ~ ~ f 

~:. S:::h r::::U::lld 
to be bapt1zed 1n the na~ St. Stan101 Cb , :":>;'~f,/ 

John Mlka WfJ S one of the organ i &ars ot Tow , Kr. J an III 3~ ..,~.'!;~J?;~' :.i ~:~,;~ 

Sobieakiego, Group No . 361 ot" Poliah Nat iono.l Alli~neo , hlah •. ~~~ :'. \ , :~,::.;".">: ::~ 
• ;; ... ; .. ~:- J . ' >. ' ~" i' J.t., . .t. . , . ~ . ~ ' . ~ , t ,,:H: 

organized Maroh 2), 1891. This g oup~s lat~r e.malgamlltt od·· 1t~ ~: .:'t: .. ;':,< " .~ ,:;.~, :;.:;, 
. ~ . . r":-\?~ l~ . • ~ , ~ , ,: '; ; :~~.);~ :~lJ 

The Fr ee Poli s h Kr kus y Sooiety , Gro up ' 827 P.N oA ... · He was ~oo 0 ' . Qt .~ ; ,>:t." .. 
'. . ~;,; ~.! '; ... , : ':\ ~: :;~i ~ ~ 

the origin 1 m m ora or St. St 1 u.s Kos tl! So~1, aty, Gr • . No. j ;: ftf,;'::'c.-:)::t-.; 
" or ,~·r ~~ ' ~~~~ ~~;l~ 

Polish Roman Cllthol1o Union; Mrs. Anna Hi a "s laD n org ni c . t~~~i~~~tl~J: 
St. Stun! l aUD Churoh, , and ~as member ot Al t & RO Dary Sooioty, ~L. ·~ (:'!.!~·rr,.<;"·fl ~'f. 

Sorrowful Mother Soo i ety, and Group 821 ot Polish a ttoil 1 Allt . ~:;r!i~~~~~~!·?~f. 
Mr! .• MI ke died on Feb 8, 1941, att e r 49 yoars in th is oountry. '!~A,~~~~t~~~·&~~i~ 

~ . '. ·~i·~h(. ~~':f~;P ~~ ;f·~·' :}t ili~ 

J ohn and Ann Mikn lived their entlre marr i e4. ,life on ~~~ ~:-'~~T;:)~;'!t~~f~~~f~ 
E at olde ot Yo oto\1n. Thoy ha d 12 chlldr n. Thoy r~ b 1 t . (.;:~ . '~ '~<;I>; ; ' { ~1t.~ 

• f 0110". I ~ <",t1£l)(~~~,~~ 
, .Married Helen'Osiki ewi cz ' j.'-~.(: .. " ~ ,'.,:?:. 

1. Stanl oy Mikntlltet i ma D ker tI l t h R publio Steel . WOl'l 1: 1. <'- ',' ',' .'. ,"f '. 

V0t r an, Inj od in laot i o . H d fi vo ohil n . ,":· :- " .... : .. ~ 
At time of h i s d eath h lei tho POllt tton ot ABGt.. 1; ' . . 1 . 

Superintendent ot Elootr ioa l Division. His con . . : .~ ;.....: J ... ~ 
John is now plant mana ger or Oe l ono se Oorp at ' ., '. :. .', 
Rome, Goorgla. One or his c1 ht zoe , _, ; .. , ... ~~~'< ~ , _ '.;,.,;~~<~ 
married Dr. Ben Yozwl ak , who Is Dean a t Youn3sto , ",' 
State Unlvers ity. ~ . -.;.':. ./ 

2. '<lnlter MIke.-dlad in infanoy a t a ge 3. ,.:;" . ,."/ ~.L::\£ 

). Stolla Stepl n h er husband , Fra nk Stepien, tIll S a lDaohlnlot. Th ., ., ', : . , 
h d t~o ohil dren . Her s on J ohn n ow haa the s ' ·.,.;. : " ," 

poa 1 tion \-11th Ropublio Steel a s St nley Mlka . ha4~·~· ' '' ... . : '.' ' .... 
She is now a idow and B till . i t h us . . . : .. ... ' . '.:", .' .' ~ '-

., ' '-" ,i. 

4. Androw M! lm- -marrled Gertrude Mllano~ski . They ha d fIve ohlldX' 
Ono of their ohI1dr n, Edward Mi ,ls a Polloe " 
Offioe wlth Youngstown Polioe Dopt . Andr \f is nov .. 
deoeasod. . 

5. Ma r y Holdon--She marrle d Franols Holdon, a baseball player who 
starred III Ith the orld ohampionship team of st . · 
St anl o1aus Churoh In 1933. Thor had t 0 ohl1dr n, 
one or whom is Tom Holdon, the n W3 broa do at r _ 

• 

I t h W K B N, TV a t t i OD . Both par nts are dooe sad. . ", ~ . .r:"f~ -... . , ~." 
6. Ju11Cl B1 ski ( robl \'Is k!). She mr10d Tony B 1, aloo r 

og St. Stani s laus Churoh oh m 1ona h1p b a SD all t • 
Thay had four ohildren . On o of tho , Ed'rl ~ Bl a ld', 
ls a member of YOU~18 town Fire Dopartmant. Both p nt 
are deoeasod. 

1. Joseph Mi ka--Joseph married Ann Novotny, they had thre~ ohl1dr n~ 
ona ot uhom is an English Toaobor a t Boardman. HIgh 
Sohool, and anothor Is a draft mnn. Jose ph worked '. 

' mos t of his lIfe a s a wholesale moat lesman, ro~ 
~ tiring two years go, and enj oyIng his oasr lIte . 

8. FelIx s. 1(d~a-'oll: marr i ed Emily Augustyn, hom he t . in th 

-· .. 
.. .. - ~ ..• -

', ' ". J 
,; .. ;-

· . '.i · .. . ~ 

" . . . 

~ , .. 
. . 

. ', ' .. 
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in the first grade a t St. stan! L\ Churoh Sahool . ,r 

Emily, wh ose pa r nta wore from n a d.joining 11lago .' :' 
in P6land , moved t o Lorain, Ohio, in 1920 onlY ,t o . " 
be wooodand br ought back by Felix in 19)0. Tb01 have ' 
ono 8 on uho is an M.D. internist in Albany , New York; ; . . i .. ; 
Felix hold n ooounting de Fee tilom YoungstOml Stat. · .. ~:'. '.; · I~ 
UniversJty as ~, 11 a Juris Dootp 40 r ·. H<J P ElE)c1 .· ': '. ' . ·,.h· 
the bar in 1935. During. ~is 40 '1 rl 0(: praot i oe. be ' ,." ~ .:.,: " ' . ' ~ :' 
as L tf Dl;rootor 9t City ot Youngato~ toJ' 6 yoars , ' " J " 

end Ao s i otant Attornoy Gooural or Ohto tor ~hrOG , ~ ! '''.'' .:.; : • 

Both p Clr n t /loti , ut t hinkl ,ng ~t ~ 1~ mon~. , . ' ,. . .. .. ,." :;~ r~ . 
. 9,~ . Ann Andre Ann marri ed. Jo n Andre , a. Ohl~l~t. Th y . h 4- on~ ~ ; : ~ '.?,:.' < 1 ~J I 

ohild h o dIed a t early ag • { ·Har ' h Wi band die d t ·, .,!::.'.<~, .~, .' 
age 62 , j us t betore retirement . She 1s a gr t :.. ., . : : '~.~ .' 
dresomaker , but refuses to S8W tor anyone . She 1,, ' .~. "~:~ .. ~ ; ~' -'- .:' , 
t aking ~iro eas y as an ctive wido . . '.' ":~ _ " ,· ... ·.,<1 . ' 

. .. ~. ":~ .. :';i~ ~' r. ~ . .=.: . .. ';(~l . ! .. ' 

lO.Hadeline Durkin- She. married Goorge DlWktn, a meQhtnist. BotbJ.i.~; ,!. ,~JZ~;~·;'.~;,~ h~ " 
still alive and very active . They have tyso SOM . i";:'{(,J~:";~'~\, : i .. q) . 
both 81" ~uatsa. ot Youngato' m Sttfte" Unlv rs1t,. and:}{!:}~~i~:::·r' ! '~l:~ :,:", . ....• ,\ 

I 

just starting 1n the business ,~ . : . ( :,~,-: ,;. ': ~ '. J 

11~ John 1>11 ... A oonfirmed baohelor . He t:!orkod. tor many years . (11; .' . ;:,\<~. ':: '~~. ::~~ . ; ,~ 
Rapub11Q . Stosl a.a ao 01 otr loiatl. retiring thl. . , . , l-" . 3 " 
!::'ht!81;~!~!~o~;n~~lng up goU gain to 11. · 2::~,l<t' 

12. Ed~ r d Mika--Another oonfi a d baohel or . He uorkod ror 01 
years a t R0publio Steol Corp. BS a tor m n . Aft r 
inj ury t o his 0 ho ti D k d. 9 ncpprals r fOI­
the Oounty Auditor , where he is still mployed.. 

Thistr nSQrip t preparod by Felix S. Mika , from memeor1 and a 
apnro ity of doouments . 
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FELIX S . MIKA 

ATTORN E Y AT L AW 

S U ITE 203 LEGAL ARTS CENTR E 

Y OU NGSTOWN . O HI O 44 503 

De acon Jos eph Rudiak 
411 Lo ra AVenue 
Youngsto~n, Ohio 44504 

Dea r J@s eph: 

P HON E 7 46 ' 5 0 97 

October 25, 1982 

I tried to get ~y sister to me et with you but she is 
too ne rvous and put a damper on it. However she has a Pmaietnik 
of St. Stanislauw 25th Anniversay. . 

There is a complete history of the formation of t his 
parish . Then it tells of a second chur ch, St. Casimir, which 
was for med in 1907. St. Stans wa s in 1902. You can see my 
father's naille on t ile or i ?: inal collec t ion committee. It is in 
Po l i sh. If you and your -- parents can't read in Polish I can 
meet with you and translate it. 

Thoe first com .. -ni t tees include t he original set t lers 
in t~is valley. The Polish people met in t he basement of 
St. Columba's church ha d t helr mas ses t here and forme d t he 
pl ans for t he ne ~ St. Stanislaus Church. You will note on 
t he f i r s t co~~itte were T. Zarz ecki and F. Hoffma n. The l ast 
one is Tom Romanick's father and Huffman were both from t he 
grier Hill district. 

Most of the poles at that time were from Galicia 
and lived on East Federal ,Street in Kurz's Alley or 
Galijda Flats. They then moved onto the south side. Some, 
inc lud i n~ my dad, moved on the East Side. Those who came from 
the Germin occupation area moved into the Brier H!ll DiS Trict. 

I am enclosing the fa mily history which I gave at 
the Polish Arts me etin~. I hone it will help. Am willing 
to meet again for furh ~er talks if you need me. 

/ -Bes wishes ') -', I ' i 

Fe~ ix I S. Mif a ./} . 
/ j/ .. / ~/,--.. .. .... .---t. L-4'~- - / 
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