ARMS MUSEUM ETHNIC CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE

A REPORT ON THE DYM, NEWSLETTER OF THE POLISH ARTS CLUB OF YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO.
DATES: OCTOBER, 1940 through APRIL 24, 1948.

VOLUMNS: Vol. 1, #1 through vol. 8, #4.

GENERAL BACKGROUND:

In studying the Polish—American Community it is important to remember that the
community is often refered to as "Polonia" or "American Polonia.'" The newsletters
reviewed in this report are in the private collection of Florence Turowski. Other
copies may be extent.

Although Poles settled in America as early as the Jamestown colony, and are most
noted for their actions at Jamestown to obtain the vote and the rights of "English-
men'", the great numbers who form the backbone of late 20th Century Polonia came to
America at the turn of the last century. Dispite early scenarios concerning the im-
migrants which portrayed them as "ignorant, pliable, frieghtened souls in a state
of shock", recent research has revealed that most immigrants to the United States
were individuals of modest means, educated and literate, with a definite desire

to move ahead in society. The very poor and the very rich were without motivation
for the difficult work of building a new life in America. Those who came, came
with a definite knowledge of "why they were leaving Europe and where they were
headed." (This research is based upon census and arrival information. See Helen
Zaniecki Lopata, and Victor Greene for further information.)

Prior to World War I the Polish —American Press generally refered to Poles in
America as "We Poles". Following the War and the opportunity of returning to a
free Poland, those who remained had clarified their identity. Throughout the
1920's, the term "Polish-Americans''came to replace concepts that saw Poles in
America as forming a Poland in exile. A survey in 1925 conducted in Buffalo re-
vealed that Polonia's recognition of Washington and Lincoln was 100%, while the
recognition of the President of Poland was only limited to 527 of the community.
Babe Ruth came in at about 81%. The 1920s were a time of prosperity for Polish-
Americans. In Youngstown several churches were built and local newspapers com—
mented on the amount of money to be found in local savings accounts. (In Chicago,
10,000 Polish-Americans owned businesses out of a population of 318,338. Business
worth in Chicago was estimated in 1928 at $29 million; Church and schools at $25
million; and housing worth $389 million, with 33,767 homeowning families. See
Lubera, Poles in Chicago, p.15. Similar figures eventually should be available

on the Polish-American community of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley.) In the
1930s Polonia's religious institutional growth peaked. The highest number of
religious schools and students was achieved in the 1930s. Polish high schools were
founded. And the Congregation of the Resurrection, Polonia's leading religious or-
der, enjoyed its greatest number of entrants.

Centering more directly upon the Polish Arts Club of Youngstown we see its
origins in a movement among professionals and educated Polish-Americans to chart
a new course for America's Polonia. Previous to the 1920s and 30s most organiza-
tional work was accomplished through fraternals or religious structures. For
reasons that are still open for research a new series of organizations grew in



the community characterized by: (1) emphasis on professional people; (2) a com-
plete divorce from church influence; and (3) a break in affiliation with the
fraternals. (See Kantowicz, Pol-Amer Politics in Chicago, p-171.) Issues
of the DYM newsletters lightly trace the early steps taken by these organiza-
tions to identify their goals and to establish contact with groups throughout
the United Statesfostering the same cultural objectives. Youngstown's local
Arts Club was among the first such organizations to be established. In-
terestingly enough the years of the DYM, 1940 to 1948, present a bridge to

the Post World War II world for Polish-Americans in Youngstown. After 1945,
large numbers dispersed into middle-class suburban neighborhoods. Although
concentrations are still evident within the city and suburbs of the Mahoning
Valley seldom does one ethnic group remain a majority clearly visible in a
neighborhood.

A young historian has written that: "The monuments of love are principally
literary: what bills of sale and tax records are to economic history, poems

and letters are to the history of personal relations and attitudes toward them.'
The DYM newsletters are an exciting.element in the story of the people of

the Mahoning Valley. While they are important merely as a key to a cultural
community's transition into the mainstream of the professions in America, they
also give an informal picture of the letters, poems, stories, and even a bit

of gossip that offers an insight into the "personal relations'" and concerns

of people excited about being a part of the history of the Mahoning Valley.

A general index of topics and individuals prominently noted in the DYM newsletters
is being prepared for December.

Submitted by : Joseph S. Rudjak, Jr.



FELIX S. MIKA
ATTORNEY AT LAW
SUITE 203 LEGAL ARTS CENTRE
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 44503

PHONE 746-5097

October 25, 1982

Deacon Joserh Rudiak
411 Lora Avenue
Youngzstown, Ohio 44504

Dear Jgseph:

I tried to get my sister to meet with you but she is
too nervous and put a damper on it. However she has a Pmaietnik
of Sy. Stanislauw 25th Anniversay.

There is a complete history of the formation of this
parish. Then it tells of a second church, St. Casimir, which
was formed in 1907. St. Stans was in 1902. You can see my
fatner's name on the orizcinal collection committee. It is in
Polish. If you and your parents can't read in Polish I can
meet with you and translate it.

Thoe first committees include the original settlers
in this valley. The Polish people met in the basement of
St. Yolumba's church had tnelr masses there and formed the
plans for the new St. Stanislazus Church. You will note on
the first committe were T. Zarzecki and F. Hoffman. The last
one is Tom Romanick's father and Huffman were both from the
Brier Hill district.

Most of the poles at that time were from Galicia
and lived on East Federal Street in Kurz's Alley or
Galijda Flats. They then moved onto the south side. Some,
including my dad, moved on the East Side. Those wno came from
the German occupation area moved into the Brier H.1ll Dis-rict.

I am enclosing the family history which I gave at
the Polish Arts meeting. I hope it will help. Am willing
to meet again for furhfer talks if you need me.

‘Best wishes, -

FeTix S. Mika /., |
? ’J £ /k_qa

& /c(/«'w 4



THEY’ CAME FROM POLAND < .

JOHN and ANNA MIKA ‘ et

JOHN MIKA, was born December 27; 1870, 1in Raclawice, Polaﬁd;;?“fﬁﬁ

-t

(then Austria-Hungary), son of Joueph Mika and Mary Gusilk, Hii tathar

vas a "wéJt" in his village. This titlo means that ho was bhe henaéf"V'
of- the vETSRAECEE Shnbutetuakbin pEioetal end tha chief conatable. ;
John ¥ika was one of seven children and when he neared the age or 19‘1

ho was obliged to enter the armed sevices of the Auatria-ﬂungarlan

Army. As many other Poles of that age, to avoid gervice in this j ff%“tf
"foreing ermy® he was smuggled lout of Poland and emmigrated to J~?§f.'ff

Anorice. He arrived in the United States of Amerfca on May 25, 1889,
‘John Mika flrst gettleéd in ‘Buffalo, New York, ‘He worked 1n Q*k
sugar factory for one year, When this factory burned down. bo moveé
to Youngstown, Ohio, As best can be determined:-hg.arrived in - ok
Younzistown about 1891, He workéd at Republic ‘Steel Corporation, :f" o
Brown-Borfiisil Works for 45 years, retiring 1n<1937-ﬁ1thout*one éeﬁﬁ*;"-“
of pension, He dled August 9, 1940, at age 70. In,oheoking,ole' _
Youngstown City Directories, the oldest volume available at theyLanf
Library In the Court House is the 1896 volume, It .1lists bim'gnd ﬁ{q'iiug
wife, Anna, as laborer, residence, rear Ll E, Federal Street. He reé[”.
ceived his United States Cltizenship in 1903, Thé certificate ahpég_
a Minors Gitihenahip Paper., This means he was a minor at the t imo qf‘fii
his entrence into this country, The Court Hou e recorda of citisch;}-
ship shows his date of entry as May 25, 1889, _
After arrving in Youngstown he wrote to Anna Tybor who wa; R
from the same village. in Poland.- At that-time aho was in- Amsterd&w.x fiacpn
‘New York, living with her aiater, a Mraa Bogdan. They both workﬁd i
textiless~ knna Tybor was born 1n Raoluwioe. Poland, dapghter Qt Phllip
Tybor end Maryarna Stachura, ‘one of 13 ohildren. Her father lates eswo.‘
to this country and died at age Bh in Amaterdam, New Yorlk, 1 i
John Mika endafnna Tybor were marriod in Youngstown, Ohio ac tho i
0ld St, Columba's church. They had 12 ohildren. The earliest bpgp.. b
woere baptiged in St, Jomeph's Church. - John Mika was one of the 0;1; '::
ginal members of St, Stanislaus Church, and his daughter Julia, %




was the first ochild to be baptized in the new St. Stanislaus Chureh

on South Avenue,

John Mika w:s one of the organigers of Tou, Kr, Jan III gfl‘;’:;gQ

Sobieskiego, Group No. 361 of Polish National Alliance, which uao ;

orgenized March 23, 1897, This group waa later amalgamatod wlth

I' e

The Free Polish Krakusy Society, Group 827 P. HQA. He was alao ona of

the original members of St. Stanielaus Kostka Socloty, Gr. Ho. 2h7 pt

e
Polish Roman Catholio Union. Mrs. Anna Mika was also an organizer;gt

St. Stanialaun Church, and was member of Altar & Rosary Sooiety.:;
Sorrowful Mother Sosiety, and Group 827 of Polish Hational_Allian;;;
Mrs, Mika died on Feb 8, 1941, after ué years in this country.

John end Anna Mika lived their entire married life on thoé
East side of Youngstown, They had 12 ohildren.. They are bpiqéggh

as followss R Sl
: farried Helen Osikiewicz e -

1, Stenley Mikellifetime worker with Republia Steel. Word Wer 1 .-
veteran, injured in action, Had five c¢hildron, " .
At time of his death held the poaition of Asst,
Superintendent of Elsctrical Division. His son. = et
John 1s now plant manager of Celonsse Corp at e S
Rome, Georgia., One of his deughters, Helen RPN T
married Dr, Ben Yozwiak, who is Dean at Youngstoun

‘ State University. fA(WtA‘
¢
2. Walter Mikaedied in Infancy at age 3¢

4?,_‘_4”' -5

3. Stolla Steplenvher husband, Frank Steplen, was a machiniat, Thoy-
had two children, Her s on John now has the same
position with Republic Steel as Stanley Hika had.
She 18 now a widow and still with us,

o Andrew Mikae~ -married Gertrude Milanowski, They had five ohildren.
‘ One of thelr children, Edward Milka, is a Police :
0ffice with Youngstown Police Dept, Andrew 1s now.
deceaseod, ' P

Se Mary Holden--She married Francis Holden, a baseball player who otbe
starred w {th the world champlonship team of 3St, -
Stanielaus Church in 1933, They had two children,
one of whom is Tom Holden, the news broadcaster
with W K B N, TV statiocn, Both perents are doceased,

6. Julia Blaski (Wroblewski), She married Tony Blaski, also a membep
of St. Stanislaus Church champlcnship baseball team,
They had four ohildren, Onoe of them, Edward Blaski,
1s a member of Youngstown Fire Department. 2oth parents
are deceased,

Te Joseph Mika--Joseph married Ann Novotny, they had three cblldron.
one of whom is an English Teacher at Boardmen High
School, and another is a drafteman, Joseph worked
‘most of his 1life as a wholesale meat salesmen, rge : o
‘., tiring two years ago, and enjoying his easy life, R

8, Felix 3, ﬁﬁmhy?olix married Emily Augustyn, whom he met in the

Y 1o i
PR BN




/

in the first grede at St, Staniglaus Church School,
Emily , whose parents were from an adjoining village
in P6land, moved to Lorain, Ohio, in 1920 cnly to
be wooedand brought back by Felix in 1930, They have
one son who 18 an M.D, internist &n Albany, New Yorlk,
Felix hold an ageounting degree {yrom Youngstown State
University as well a Juris Doastop degreo. He paaaqd
the bar in 1935, During his 40 years of practice he-, e i
was Law Director of City of Youngstown fopr 6 years, e o
end Assintant Attorney Genvrel of Ohlio for three yeara, e
Both perent aoti»o, but thinking of ret!romens. -

5 Tt i g i gy et St e enm——"
" - o, v

9; Anna Andre-Ann married John Andre, a machinist. They. had one. - = . ;Ui

iy child who dled at en early age,  Her husband died at '+ i .g
age 62, just before retirement, She is a great : s o
dresemaker, but refuses to sew for anyone, She is - 7S
taking 1ife ecasy as an active widow, S e R o

10.Madeline Durkin- She married Goorge Durkln, a machinist., Both. .
‘ 8t11l alive and very active. They have two sons, .[“v7%°

. both graduates of Youngstown State University, and:
AN Jjust Btarting in the business wuplily™

11, John Milkae-A oonfirmea bachelor. He worlked for many years ét
Republioc Steel as an elecirician, retiring this

year, Is thinking of taking up golf again ¢to while s ok I
away his leisure moments, A O

12, Edwerd Mika--Another gonfirmed bachelor. He worked for many '~ 777
years at Republioc Steel Corp, as a foreman, After
injury to his back he worked as ancppralser for .
the County Auditor, where he is still employed.

This transoript prepared by Felix S, Mika, from memeory and a
gparaity of documents,

E— o
" ¢
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FELIX S. MIKA
ATTORNEY AT LAW
SUITE 203 LEGAL ARTS CENTRE
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 44503

PHONE 746-5097

October 25, 1982

Deacon Joserh Rudiak
411 Lora Avenue
Youngstown, Ohio 44504

Dear Jgserh:

I tried to get my sister to meet with you but she is
too nervous and put a damper on it. However she has a Pmaietnik
of Si. Stanislauw 25th Anniversay.

There is a couplete history of the formation of this
parish. Then it tells of a second church, St. Casimir, which
was formed in 1907. OSt. Stans was in 1502. You can see my
father's name on the oricinal collection committee. It is in
Polish. If you and your parents can't read in Polish I can
meet with you and translate it.

Thoe first committees include the orizinal settlers
in this valley. The Polish people met in the basement of
St. Yolumba's church had thelr masses there and formed the
lans for the new St. Stanislaus Church. You will note on
he first committe were T. Zarzecki and F. Hoffman. The last
one is Tom Romanick's father and Huffman were both from the
Brier Hill district.

Yost of the poles at that time were from Galicia
and lived on East Federal Street in Kurz's Alley or
Galijda Flats. They then moved onto the south side. Some,
including my dad, moved on the East Side. Those who came from
the German occupation area moved into the Brier H.1l Dis-rict.

I am enclosing the family history which I gave at

the Polish Arts meeting. I hope it will help. Am willing
to meet again for furhfer talks if you need me.

"'Begi\wishes, z
/

Felix S. Mika /
Pl
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