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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MAHONING VALLEY
BY IMMIGRANT SETTLERS FROM EUROPEAN NATIONS

A Study Sponsored By The Arms Museum, Youngstown, Ohio
March 1983

Objective of the Study

To study the contributions (culture, education, art,
business, etc.) of the Ethnics to the Mahoning Valley.



A Study of Ethnicity--Cultural Aspects Significant to the
Growth of the Mahoning Valley

Objecctives

It 1s desirous to identify the cultural contributions pro-
vided by immigrants to the Mahoning Valley.

The industrial growth and economic development of the
Mahoning Valley, especially in the early part of the twentieth
century, was influenced by the cultural contributions of immigrants.
The comradeship, loyaltlies, and close knit combinations of families
and friends who integrated and settled in the Valley proved an
inspiration to others.

This study attempts to identify the period, the native land,
and related responses from immigrants to the cultural aspects of
life experienced in the Valley. The questionnaire centers pri-
marily on family values, folk arts, relgious background, cultural
activity and education.

Questionnalre

1. Identify your native country.

2. State the year of egress or departure from your native country.
3 State the year of settlement in the Mahoning Valley.

by, Describe economic and political conditions prevalent in

your native country at the time of your departure.




5 Compare family 1life styles in your native land to those
in the Mahoning Valley.




6. List the involvement and contributions extended by your family
in religious organiztions here in the Mahoning Valley.

T State the degree of activity in folk arts and cultural values
promoting ethic values and traditions of your country of origin.
Also, list contribution to the Mahoning Valley that your family
has made in this promotion of history and culture (e.g., music,
painting, architecture)

8. List the contributions and services extended in the military
life of the United States by you and members of your family.

9. State the degree of involvement 1in the political 1life of the
Mahoning Valley by yourself and members of your family. Also,
list contributions made and offices held in the this area of
local government.




10. List contributions made by your family in other significant
areas (e.g., medicine, athletics, business, etc.)

11. Do you own or have knowledge of existing historical data
that can serve as documentation and preservation of the
ethnicity of immigrants? a. Yes b. No

IF YES: Can these materials be loaned to the Arms Museum?
a. Yes b. No

12. Are you familiar with special services available from
local organizations as the Arms Museum, the International
Institute, and the Public Libraries of the Mahoning Valley,
in assisting newly-based immigrants to become integrated
into the mainstream of 1life in the Valley? a. Yes Db. No

If YES: Please 1list these services

12a. Have you or members of your family used these services?
a. Yes b. No. IF YES: Which ones?

12b. Have you or members of your family ever referred newly
arrived immigrants to any of these services? a. Yes Db. No
IF YES: Which ones?




Questionnaire of Study Characteristics

1. State your European country of origin.

2. Identify the period of your settlement to the United States:
A. prior to 1900 C. 1925 - 1949
B. 1900 - 1924 D. 1950 - 1975
E. after 1975

3. Identify the period of your settlement to the Mahoning

Valley:
A. prior to 1900 C. 1925 - 1949
B. 1900 - 1924 D. 1950 - 1975

B after 1975

4., List the highest educational level attained, by yourself
and by members of your family. (Educational preparation
from your country of origin and/or in the United States).

5. List professional position(s), current or past, held by
yourself and by members of your family, here in the Mahoning

Valley.
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STIOJNS FOR THE AR:S MUSEUM COMmEITEE ON CULTUR:L COM=
ONTRIZUTIONS IO T'HF MAHONING VALLFY

INTERVIEW wUE
wUNITY C

G0AL: A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS CULTURAL GRUUPS AND THEIR
CONTRIBUTION TO OUR AREA .
RATIONALE: Immigrzats to thz Manoalngzg Vallesy dbrouzht nuc: more than
their labor as a coatribution to the urban industrial developrent
of our area, Friends and families, ilimérsed-iatvarious cultural
communities, met to set =nd evaluate economic, peligious, cultural,
family and personal goals. Through discernment and adjustment
cultural comcunities have knitted and sewn themselves into the
fabric of tneir new homeland. Today as much as ever a knowled:e
of the historical contributions of our various cultural com=unities
will inspire young and ©ld alike with a sense of their cantext and
and their po:-sibilities for continuing tne work of bullding a

happy and prosperous Mahoning Valley.

Areas of interéét are: economic, religious, the fine arts, family

/end group values, folk arts and traditiens, attitudes and contri-

butions to education, governmental service, me@& icine, military

service, etc,

Please expand your questioning toe areas not listed here. Also add
questions toe those listed here and notify Hildegard of areas or
questions others on the committee should be considering.
ECONCOMIC CONTRIBUTICNS: : Y
WHAT WAS THE ECOWOMIC CONDITION IN THE COUNTRY OF EMIGRATION ?

IN GENrRAL? WITHIN THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE CF THE PERSON OR FAMILY
BEING INTERVIEWED?

How did the person or family bocome aware of economic opportunities



C

available in America? (It is important to remember that many farilies
were "well off" ©but nad the educgtion or perspective that allowed
them to see life as becoming increasingly restrictive in the homeland.
Often times these people came to America in order to preserve an
economic advantage they had already attained.)

ARF THERE LETTERS IN EUROPE OF“iN THE USA THAT PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION
CONCERNING THE IDFAS AND FACTS TH«T PROVIDED NMOTIVATION IN COMING

TO AMERICA? CAN THESF LETTERS (or otner written scurces) BE OBTAINED?

In gaining first opportunities of Jjobs and housing, who assisted
the individual or fzimly being interviewed?

Who acqainZd an early i:migrant with business procedures? If a
rarket or store was opened, how d4id the individual or family cope
with American business procedures? Were there roots in the country
of origin for business skills or a business perspective? Was

tnere a special value attached to being self-employed? to working
2s a laborer and doing an"honest days work"?

WHAT ATTITUDE PREVAILFD IN A PARTICULAR COMMUNITY REGARDING
UNICNS AND PARTICIPATION IN UNION ACIIV;IIES?

What were specific economic contributions of an individual, family,
or cultural group?

What social or culturael efforcts were aided by the successful

immigrant buslinessman, worker, or union?

RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS:
Was there involvment in religious/Church congregational develop-
ment/

To
wnat religious clubs or organizations did an individual or family



belong? Are there minutes, memorial booklets, or othner materials
still available from these organizations? Can they be obtasined for th
the Arms Museum? When and where can these aterials oe copied or

procured?

ARE THERE RELIGIOUS BANNFRS OR OTHER EXaMrLrS OF CHURCH/SZNAGOGUE
ART AVAILABLE? WHEN AND WHERE CAN THEY BE 3¥.N Or PROCUAZD?

Hzve there been mlnisters, priests, rabbis, or otner congresg ac1onal
leaders who have arisen from loczal religious congregations?

Have these men and women exercised thelr minisctries in vihe iManon-
ing Valley? What were some of thelr major contributicns? If some.
have leit the area, where nave they been active? Wnat are some 0L

their major contributions?

Concerning area congrezationg, what gvents representr vhe nighpoints
of' the church or'synagogue's develcpment?
Whar 1ssues especially stimulated discussion in the congregztion?
Wnat issues stimulateda disagreement or divisicn? What was the most
difricult controversy or question the coangregation nad to settle?
What economic, politicad, social, or theological quesfions demanded
the congregations attention?

WSRE THERE PROBLEMS WITH OTHER RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS? WHAT WERE
NOTABLE OCCASSIONS FOR CO»-OPERATION WITH OTHER CHURCHES OR SYNAGOGUES?

Wnat civic figures e.g. Governor Tod, & mayor, councilman, etc,

was of assistsnce to your congregation in establisq g tself?
OR IS PARTICULARLY REMEMBERED Bx
WHAT EVENT IN THE DEPRESSION EFFECTED THE CHURCH pR or AGOG

WHAT EVENT INK WORLD WAR I AND WORLD WAR II?



RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS (CONTINUED):

Who were the great musiclans, writers, sinzgers and workers over
the years at the Church or Syiagogue?

Did the consregation spoansor or co-operate in neighborhood improve-
ment efforts or charity drives over tne years?

Did tne congregation establish a school or assist in establishing a
school? Who were the prime movers behind the s8chool? What
type of school was 1t, e.g. Saturday School, elementary, high
school, etec.?

Did the co> ngregation sponsor sports activities, youth camps, etc.?

If building locans were taken by the congregation, from what

financial institution, or source was such a loan taken?

FOLK ARTS AND TRADITIONS:

Concerning folk medicines How did a family or ihdividualndeal with
common illnesses suchas the "comnen cold"? What remedies were
brougnt from abro ad?

dow did a community, family or individual deal with the flu epidemic
of 1918? with otner medical emergencies?

dnen and how did a2 family or individuzal first come to use the
Youngstown hospitals?

Folkarts: What crafts, e.g. rugmaking, sewing, quilting, varous
holiday preparations and decorations, were brought from
abroad and practiced in the USA? by others, by the person
or fzamily being inter viewed?

What food customs were prevalent in the early cultural community?

What food customs have disappeared and why? what food customs



have remained? Is it likely these customs will become part of

the ongoing traditions of the Mahoning Valley?

What musical trzditions were prevalent in the early cultural com-

munity/ Ask about choirs, instruments, songs dances, etc.

Are instrum-nts, musical scores, dance instructions available
to the museum? When and wnere can access to these materials
be gai ed?

Were links ever estsblished by the cultural communlty toe folkartists
or folklorists on a national level, e.g. through invited
lecturers, singers, or craftspeople?

Who on a locsl level has collected folklore? Are there wri ten
sources availabdle to the museum? When and where can access
be Sbtained?

Wnat fine arts in tne valley have their roots in folk artsj e.g.

the Youngstown S}mphony's relationship to the Lowellville bzands

initiated by Michael Lucente df LaSczla, Milan?

Are there paintings, musical pieces, &apestries, other works of

art based on folk traditions prevalesnt in the Youngstown area?

What sort of family interaction surrounded the preservétion of
folk traditions, nholidays, religious feastdays, the traditionzsl
American holidays?

How did families and communities celebrzste the 4th of July,
YVeterans' Dzy, etc.? How were V¥

Are there unigque customs surroundiag the family picnic?



4

w;at contrioutions to the f . ne arts have been made by members of
the particular cultural com.unity?

Have there been notable musicians, artists, dancers, playwrites,
actors/actresses, etc.? (sculptors,

Are you familisr with indvidusls or groups, e.g. Polisnh Arts Club
that nave supported the arts or particular artists?

Are there churches or synagogues who have offered opportunities
to artists, musiciagns, arcnitects, etc . tnrough the years?

Are there musical scores, artistic compositions, or creations that
are available to the museum or artistic productions or products

in
that are (nrdanger of beilng destroyed in'the near future?

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION:

¥hat precincts or areas contain or have contained concentrations of

voters from the cultural community being discussed?

How did this cultural community vote in major elections? e.g, Presid-
ential elections

Did & particular leader in this cultural community speak to the

city, state or national administration on behalf of tne cultural conn

munity?

Wnat was the family, economic, religious background of the first
political leaders of the cultural community?

Are there sad stories told of young leaders in he community who

o
[

died before achieving taeir fu potential?

[

Wnat political party drew the support of this cultruazlcommunity?
Were members of tuais community active in running for office, in

writing letters to(pational or state politiczsl lezders, in

1~



working for candidates, in votling, in discussiag znd influencing

elections througn financial support or a friendly word of support
th tnrough a religious, or benevolent orgasnization? Of these various

efforts what area especially characterizes the political involve-

ment ment of the particular cultural community?

Who were the political office nolders from the cultural com unity? What

is a short stay about each?
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INTZRVISW .USSTIONS FOR THE AR4S MUSEUM COMMETTEE ON CULTURAL COM=
L

'Y CONTRISUTIONS [0 T'HE MAHONING VALLFY

GOAL: A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS CULTURAL GRUUPS AND THEIR
CONTRIBUTION TO OUR AREA .
RATIONALE: Immigrants to thz Manoainzg Valley brouzsht muc: more than
their labor as a contribution to the urban industrial developrent
of our area. Friends and families, immérsed:inivaricus cultural
communities, met to set znd evaluate economic, rpreligious, cultural,
family and personal goals. Through discernment and adjustment
cultural comrunities have knitted and sewn themselves into the
fabric of thneir new homeland. Today as much as ever a “nowled e
of the historical contributions of our verious cultural communities
will inspire young and o©ld alike with a sense of their cantext and
and their po:sibilities for continuing the work of building a

happy &and prosperous Mahoning Valley.

Areas of interset are: economic, religious, the fine arts, fanily
end group values, folk arts and traditiens, attitudes and contri-
butions to education, governmental service, med icine, military

service, etc,

Please expand your questioning te areas not listed here. Also add
questions to those listed here and notify Hildegard of areas or
questions others on the committee should be considering.

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS:

WHAT WAS THE ECONOMIC CONDITION IN THE COUNTRY OF EMIGRATION ?

IN GEN-FRAL? WITHIN THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE PERSON OR FAMILY
BEING INTERVIEWED?

How did the person or family be-come aware of economic oppoertunities



(

aveilable in America? (It is important to remember that many fanillies
were "well off"™ ©but nad the education or perspective that allowed
them to see life as becoming increasingly restrictive in the hormeland.
Often times these people came to America in order to preserve an
economic advantage they had already attained.)

ARF THERE LETTERS IN EUROPE OF IN THE USA THAT PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION
CONCEENING THE IDFAS AND FACTS TH<T P~OVIDED KMOTIVATION IN COMING

TO AMERICA? CAN THESEF LETTERS (or otner written sources) BE OBTAINED?

In gaining first opportunities of jobs and housing, who assisted
the individual or faimly being interviewed?

Who acqaingd an early i migrant with business procedures? If a
market or store was opened, how did the individual or family cope
with American business procedures? Were there roots in the country
of origin for business skills or a business perspective? Was

there a special value attached to being self-employed? to working
as a laborer and doing an“honest days work"?

WHAT ATTITUDE PREVAILED IN A PARTICULAR COMMUNITY REGARDING
UNIONS AND PARTICIPATION IN UNION ACTIVITIES?

What were specific economic contributions of an individual, family,
or cultural group?

What social or cultural efforcts were aided by the successful

immigrant businessman, worker, or union?

RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS:
Was there involvment in - religious/Church coengregstionzal develop-
ment/

'l'\o
wnat religious clubs or organizations did an individual or family



belong? Are there minutes, memorial booklets, or other materials
still available from these organizations? Can they be obtained for th
the Arms Museum? When and where can these aterials oe copied or

procured?

ARE THERE RELIGIOUS BANNFRS OR OTHER EX:iMpPLrS OF CHURCH/SZNAGOGUE
ART AVAILABLE? WHEN AND WHERE CAN THEY BE S¥.N U~ PROCUZRED?

Have there been ministers, priests, rabbis, or otner congregational
leaders who have arisen from loczl religious congregations?

Have these men and women exercised thelr ministries in ihe Manon-
ing Valley? What were some of thelr major contributioas? If some.
have lei1t the area, where nave they been active? Wnhat are some O.

thelr major contributions?

Concerning area congregationg, what &venis representv vne nighpoints
of the church or synagogue's develcepzment?

Whar 1ssues especilally stimuiated discussion in the congregztion?
Wnat issues stimulatea disagreement or division? What was the most
difricult controversy or question the éongregation had to settle?
What economic, politicad, social, or theological quesfions demanded

the congregations attention?

I

WZRE THERE PROBLEMS WITH OTHER RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS? WHAT WERE

.

NOTABLE OCCASSIONS rFOR CO»-0OPERATION WITH OTHFR CHURCHES OR SYNAGOGUES?
What civic figures e.gz. Governor Tod, a mayor, councilman, etc,

was of assistsnce to your congregation in establisaniag itself?
o i OR IS PARTICULARLY ZEMEMBERED Bg
WHAT EVENT IN THE DEPRESSION EFFECTED THE CHURCH COR SYNAGOGUE?

WHAT EVENT IN WORLD WAR I AND WORLD WAR II?



RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS (CONTINUED):

Who were the great musiclans, writers, singers and workers over
the years at the Church or Synagogue?

Did the consregation sponsor or co-operate in neighborhood improve-
ment efforts or charity drives over the years?

Did tne congregation establish a school or assist in establishing a
school? Who were the prime movers benind the school? What
type of school was it, e.g. Saturday School, elementary, hizh
school, etec.?

Did the congregation sponsor sports activities, youth camps, etc.?

If ouilding loans were taken by the congregation, from what

financial institution, or source was such a loan tzken?

FOLK ARTS AND TRADITIONS:

Concerning folk medicines How did a family or ihdividualddeal with
common illnesses suchas the "commnon cold"? What remedies were
brought from abro ad?

dow did a community, family or individual deal with cthe flu epidemic
of 19187 with otner medical emergencies?

wnen and how did a family or individusl first come to use the
Youngstown hospitals?

Folkarts: What crafts, e.g. rugmaking, sewing, quilting, varous
holiday preparations and decorations, were brought from
abroad and practiced& in the USA? b7y others, by the person
or fzamily being inter viewed?

What food customs were prevalent in the early cultural community?

What food customs have diszppeared and why? what food customs



have remained? Is it likely these customs will become part of

the ongolng traditions of the Mahoning Valley?

Wwhat musical traditions were prevalent in the early cultural com-

munity/ Ask about choirs, &nstruments, songs dances, etc.

Are instrum<nts, musical scores, dance instructions available
to the museum? When and where can access To these materials
be galied?

Were 1links ever established by the cultural community to folkartists
or folklorists on a national level, e.g. through invited
lecturers, singers, or craftspeople?

Who on a loczl level has collected folklore? Are there wri ten
sources available to tne museum? When and where can access
be 8btained?

Wnat fine arts in tne valley have CTheir roots in folk arts] e.g.

the Youngétown Symphony's relationship to the Lowellville bands

initiated by Michael Lucente df LsScala, Milan?

Are there paintings, musical pieces, &apestries, other works of

art based on folk traditions prevalenﬁ in the Youngstown area?

What sort of family interaction surrounded the preservétion of
folk tradittons, holidays, religious feastdays, the traditional
Lmerican holidays?

How did families and communities celebrste the 4th of July,
Veterans' Day, etc.? How were V¥

Are there unique customs surrounding the family picnic?



4

t coantrioutions to the f.ne arts have been made by members of
the particular cultural comiunity?

Have there been notable musicians, artists, dancers, playwrites,
sctors/actresses, etc.? (sculptors,

Are you familier with indviduals or groups, e.g. Polish Arts Club
that nave supported the arts or particular artists?

Are there churches or synagogues who have offered opportunities
to artists, musicians, arcnitects, etc . through the years?

Are there musical scores, artistic compositions, or creations thé&at

are available to the museum or artistic productions or products

in
that are crdanger of being destroyed inithe near future?

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION:

¥hat precincts or areas contain or have contalned concentrations of

voters from the cultural community being discussed?

How did tnis cultural community vote in major elections? e.z. Presid-
ential elections

Did a particular leader in this cultural community speak to the

city, state or national administration on behalf of the cultural comm

munity?

What was the famnily, economic, religious background of the first
politiczl leaders of the culvtural community?

Are there sad stories told of young lezaders in he community who
died before achieving taneir fuill potential?

Wnat political party drew the support of this cultruslcomuunity?

Were members of tanls community active in running for office, in

writing letters to bational or state politicazl leaders, in



working for candidates, in voting, in discussing snd influencing
elections througn financial support or a friendly word of support
th tnrough a religious, or benevolent organization? Of these various
efforts what area especially characterizes the political involve-

ment ment of the particular cultural community?

Wwho were the political office nolders from the cultural comunity? What

is & short stay aboat each?
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE ARMS MUSEUM COMMETITEE ON CULTURAL COM= -
MUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MAHONING VALLEY

-

GOAL: A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS CULTURAL GROUUPS AND THEIR
CONTRIBUTION TO OUR AREA .
RATIONALE: Immigraants to the Manoning Valley brought much more than
their labor as a coantribution to the urban industrial development
of our area. Friends and families, 'ilimérsed iaivasious cultural
communities, met to set znd evaluate economic, weligious, cultural,
family and personal goals. Through discernment and adjustment
cultural communities have knitted and sewn themselves intoe the
fabriec of their new homeland. Today as much as ever a knowled:e
of the histerical contributiens of our various cultural communities
will inspire young and old alike with a sense of their cantext and
and their possibilities for continuing the work of bullding a

happy and presperous Mahoning Valley.

Areas of interset are: economic, religious, the fine arts, family
and group values, folk arts and traditiens, attitudes and contri-
butioens toe education, governmental service, medbicine, military

service, etce

Please expand your questioning te areas not listed here. Also add
questions to those listed here and netify Hildegard of areas or
questions others on the committee should be considering.

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS:

WHAT WAS THE ECONOMIC CONDITION [N THE COUNTRY OF EMIGRATION ?

IN GENFRAL? WITHIN THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE CF THE PERSON OR FAMILY
BEING INTERVIEWED?

How did the person or family bccome aware of economic oppertunities



available in America? (It is important to remember that many families
were "well off" but had the educgtion or perspective that allowed
them to see life as becoming inereasingly restrictive in the homeland.
Often times these people came to America in order to preserve an
economic advantage they had already attained.)

AREFE THERE LETTERS IN EUROPE OF IN THE USA THAT PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION
CONCERNING THE IDEAS AND FACTS THAT PROVIDED MOTIVATION. IN COMING

TO AMERICA? CAN THESE LETTERS (or other written sources) BE OBTAINED?

In gaining first epportunities of jobs and housing, who assisted
the individual or faimly being interviewed?

Who acqaingd an early immigrant with business procedures? If a
market or store was opened, how did the individual or family cope
with American business procedures? Were there roots in the country
of origin for business skills or a business perspective? Was

there a special value attached to being self-empleyed? to working
as a laborer and doing an“honest days work"?

WHAT ATTITUDE PREVAILED IN A PARTICULAR COMMUNITY REGARDING
UNIONS AND PARTICIPATION IN UNION ACTIVITIES?

What were specific economic contributions of an individual, family,
or cultural group?

What social er cultural efforcts were aided by the successful

immigrant businessman, worker, or union?

RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS:
Was there involvment in  religious/Church congregational develop-
ment/

To
what religious clubs or organizations did an individual or family



-1

belong? Are there minutes, memorial booklets, or other materials
still aveilable from these organizations? Can they be obtained for th
the Arms Museum? When and where can these aterials be coplied or

procured?

ARE THERE RELIGIOUS BANNERS OR OTHER EXaMpLrS OF CHURCH/SYNAGOGUE
ART AVAILABLE? WHEN AND WHERE CAN THEY BE SF.uN Ux PROCURED?

Have there been ministers, priests, rabbis, or otnerzcongregational
leaders who have arisen from local religious congregations?

Have these men and women exercised thelr miniscvries in vhe Manon-
ing Valley? What were some of their major contributioans? If some:
have leit the area, where nave they been active? Wnat are some O.

thelir major conmtributions?

Concerning area congregatcviovng, what @venvs representv vhe nighpoints
of' the church or synagogue's develepment?

Whar 1ssues especlally stimuXated discussion in the congregation?
What issues stimulated disagreement or division? What was the most
difricult controversy or question the coagregation had to settle?
What economic, politicad, social, or theological questions demanded
the congregations attention?

WERE THERE PROBLEMS WITH OTHER RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS? WHAT WERE
NOTABLE OCCASSIONS FOR CO=-OPERATION WITH OTHFR CHURCHES OR SYNAGOGUES?
What civic figures e.g. Governor Tod, a mayor, couancilman, etc,

was of assistance to your congregation in establisniag itself?

OR IS PARTICULARLY REMEMBERED Bg
WHAT EVENT IN THE DEPRESSION EFFECTED THE CHURCH CR SYNAGOGUE?

WHAT EVENT IN WORLD WAR I AND WORLD WAR II?



RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS (CONTINUED):

Who were the great musicians, writers, singers and workers over
the years at the Church or Synagogue?

Did the congregation sponsor or co-operate in neighborhood improve-
ment efforts or charity drives over the years?

Did tne congregation establish a school or assist in establishing a
school? Who were the prime movers behind the school? What
type of school was it, e.g. Saturday School, elementary, high
school, ete.?

Did the congregatioam sponsor sports activities, youth camps, etc.?

If building loans were taken by the congregation, from what

financial institution, or source was such a loan taken?

FOLK ARTS AND TRADITIONS:

Concerning folk medicines How did a family or individualddeal with
common illnesses suchas the "commén cold"”? What remedies were
brought from abro ad?

How did a community, family or individual deal with the flu epidemic
of 1918? with other medical emergencies?

When and how did a family or individual first come to use the
Youngstown hospitals?

Folkarts: What ecrafts, e.g. rugmeking, sewing, quilting, varous
holiday preparations and decorations, were brought from
abroad and practice& in the USA? by others, by the person
or family being inter viewed?

What food customs were prevalent in the early cultural community?

What food customs have disappeared and why? what food customs



have remained? Is it likely these customs will become part of

the ongoing traditions of the Mahoning Valley?

What musical traditions were prevaleant ian the early cultural com-

munity/ Ask about choirs, sanstruments, songs dances, etc.

Are instruments, musical scores, dance iasftructions available
to the museum? When and where can access to these materials
be gained?

Were links ever established by the cultural communlty te folkartists
or folklorists on a national level, e.g. through invited
lecturers, singers, or craftspeople?

Who on a loczl level has collected folklore? Are there wri ten
sources available to the museum? When and where can access
be Qbtained?

What fine arts in the valley have Cheir roots in folk artsj] e.g.

the Youngstown Symphony's relationship toe the Lowellville bands

initiated by Michael Lucente bf LaScala, Milan?

Are there paintings, musical pieces, &apestries, other works of

art based on folk traditions prevalent ian the Youngstown area?

What sort of family interaction surrounded the preservation of
folk traditions, holidays, religious feastdays, the traditional
American holidays?

How did families and communities celebrate the 4th of July,
Veterans' Day, etc.? How were V#*

Are there unique customs surroundiang the family picniec?

etc.o.n.ooo



The FINE ARTS:

‘HO
What coantributions to the f . ne arts have been made by members of

the particular cultural comuunity?

Have there been notable musicians, artists, dancers, playwrites,
actors/actresses, etc.? (sculptors,

Are you familliar with indviduals or groups, e.g. Polish Arts Club
that nave supported the arts or particular artists?

Are there churches or synagogues who have offered opportunities
to artists, musiciagans, architects, ete . through the years?

Are there musical scoresd, artistic compositions, or creations thé&at
are available to the museum or artistic productions or products

in
that are cpdanger of being destroyed inithe near future?

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION:

What precincts or areas contain or have contained concentrations of

voters from the cultural community being discussed?

How did this cultural community vote in major elections? e.g., Presid=
ential elections

Did a particular leader in this cultural community speak to the

city, state or national administration on behalf of the cultural comm

munity?

What was the family, economic, religious background of the first
political leaders of the cultural community?

Are there sad stories told of young leaders in he community who
died before achieving tneir full potential?

What political party drew the support of this cultrualcommunity?

Were members of tanis community active in running for office, in

writing letters to bational or state political leaders, in



working for candidates, in voting, in discussing and influencing
elections through financial support or a friendly word of support
th through a religious, or benevolent organization? Of these various
efforts what area especially characterizes the political involve-

ment ment of the particular cultural community?

Who were the political office nolders from the cultural comiunity? What

is a short stay about each?
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