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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MAHONING VALLEY 

BY IMMIGRANT SETTLERS FROM EUROPEAN NATIONS 

A Study Sponsored By The Arms Museum , Youngs town , Ohio 
March 198 3 

Objective of the Study 

To study th e contribut i ons (culture , education , art , 
business, etc .) of the Ethnics to the Mahoning Valley . 



A Study of Ethnic i ty--Cu l tural Aspects Significant to the 
Growth of the Mahoning Valley 

Objectives 

It i s desirous to i dentify the cultural contributions pro
vided by immi grants to the Mahoni n g Valley . 

The industrial growth and economi c development of the 
Mahoning Valley, especial l y in the early part of the twentieth 
century , was influenced by the cu l tural contributions of immi grants. 
The comradeship, loyalties , and c l ose knit combinat i ons of families 
and friends who inte grated and settled in the Valley proved an 
inspiration to others. 

This study attempts to identify the period, the native l and, 
and related responses from immigrants to the cu l tural aspects of 
li fe experienced in the Valley . The questionnaire centers pri 
mari l y on family values, folk arts , relgiou s background, cultura l 
activity and education . 

Questionnaire 

1 . Ident ify your nat i ve country . -------------------------------------

2 . State the year of egress or departure from your native country . 

3 . State the year of settlement in the Mahon i ng Valley . ----------

4. Describe economi c and pol i t i ca l cond i tions prevalent in 
your native country at the t i me of your departure . 

---------------



5 . Compare family life sty l es in your native land to those 
i n the Mahon i ng Valley . 

------------------------------------------------



6 . List the involvement and contributions extended by your family 
in reli g ious organiztions here in the Mahoning Valley . 

--------

7 . State the degree of activity in folk arts and cultural values 
promoting ethic values and traditions of your country of origin . 
Also , list contr i bution to the Mahoning Valley that your family 
has made in this promot i on of history and culture (e . g . , music , 
painting , architecture) --------------------------------------------

8 . List the contributions and services extended in the military 
life of the United States by you and members of your family . 

9 . State the degree of involvement in the political life of the 
Mahoning Valley by yo urself and members of your family . Also , 
list contributions made and offices held in the this area of 
l ocal government . ________________________________________________ ___ 



10 . List contributions made by your family in other significant 
areas (e.g ., medic ine , athletics, business , etc .) 

-----------

11 . Do you own or have knowledge of existing historical dat a 
that can serve as documentation and preservation of the 
ethnicity of immi grants? a . Yes b . No 

IF YES : Can these materials be l oaned to the Arms Museum? 

a . Yes b. No 

12 . Are you familiar with special services avai l able from 
local organizations as the Arms Museum, the International 
Institute, and the Pub li c Libraries of the Mahoning Valley , 
in assisting newly - based immigrants to become inte grated 
into the mainstream of life in the Valley? a . Yes b . No 

If YES : Please list these services -------------------------

l2a . Have you or members of your family used these services? 
a . Yes b . No. IF YES : Which ones? ------------------

l2b. Have you or members of your family ever referred newly 
arrived immigrants to any of these services? a . Yes b . No 
IF YES : Which ones? ----------------------------------------------



Questionnai re of Study Characterist i cs 

1 . State your European country of origin . 

2. Identify the per i od of your settlement to the United States : 

A. prior to 1 900 C. 1925 - 1949 
B . 1900 - 1924 D. 1950 - 1975 

E . after 1975 

3 . Identify the period of your settlement to the Mahoning 
Val l ey : 

A. prior to 1900 
B . 190 0 - 1924 

C. 1925 - 1949 
D. 1 950 - 1975 
E . after 1 975 

4 . List the highest educational level attained~ by yourself 
and by members of your fami ly . (Educational preparation 
from your country of origin and/or in the United States) . 

5 . Li st professional position(s)~ current or past , held by 
yourself and by members of your fami l y , here in the Mahoning 
Val ley . 
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IN ~i': rtII:, W .. ~ 5'S rI 03S ?OR THE Art?iS MUSEUM COi'lJ'l [ ~rEE Or CU L'rU R.t:L COM'..;. 
\';UJ I 'ey C01'I ~RI 3UTIONS -:;'0 rHE HAIWNING VALLEY 

~OAL : A BROADER UNDERSTA'IDING OF VA..BIOUS CULTU AL GR uUPS Al'J'D THEIR 
CONTRIBU TION TO OUR AREA • 

Bi'lTIONALE: I !"'L i g r :=::1t s tu ~h J !'JanY1ing Va ll ey o r uu;h t ,'J., ~ C ~ mure than 

t he i r l a bur a s a co , tributi 8~ to the urba n i nd ustrial de ve loplrent 

of our area. Fr iends and fa ~ ili e s, , i c ~~~sed ' in l?a~lou s cultural 

communit ies, met t o set 8nd eval uat e economic, Daltg ious, cul tural, 

family and pers onal goal s o Through discernment and ad justment 

cult ural cOIDwuniti e s have knitted and sewn themselves into the 

fabric of t heir new homeland . Today as much a s ever a knowled~e 

~f t he historical con t ributions of our Various cultural com~unitles 

will ins pi re young and old alike with a sense of their cuntext and 

I a nd t heir po ~sibilities for continuing t he work of building a 

happy a nd pros pero us Mahoning Valley. 

t.,V! r 
r,~')J Area s of i n t erset are: economic, religious, the fine arts , fa mily 
'I' /,/ \1'1 
~}~ &nd group va l ues , folk a r t s and t raditions, a ttitudes a nd con tri -

but ions to educati o~ , governmental service, me ' iCi ne, ffi ili t ary 

service, etc o 

Please expand y our questi oning t~ areas not listed here. Al so add 

qu estions ~ G thos e lis t ed here and notify Hildegard of areas or 

questions othe r s on the c ommittee should be considering o 
'\ ) 

ECO OM IC COrTR IBUTI NS : • (r' l "" 

\-( , I 

' JBA-:::' v.,F..8 T~ ECOl'WH I C CONDI'::' I ON I N THE CO LJ"NTRY OF ENIGRATION ? 

IN GE r 'R.A.L? WI THIN .::'HE ??B.SONftL EXPERIENCE' OF THE PERSON OR FAM ILY 

BEI 'G I NTERVIEWED? 

How d id the person or family b i::' come awar e of economic oppor t unities 



ava ila b le in Ame rica ? (It i s i mpor tan t t o remembe r that many fa~ ilies 

,-ere tI ~ el l off" b u t nad "[he educll t i on or pers pec ti ve that allOl'ied 

them to e e life a s be comi ng increa singly r estrictive in the homeland. 

Of ten t i ~e s these people cam e t o America in order t o preserve an 

e c on omic adva ntag e they had al r eady a t t a i n ed.) 
'l": 

~~F THERE LETTERS IN EURO PE F IN THE USA THAT PROVIDE DOCU MENTATION 

CONCERN I NG THE IDEAS k.~ D FACTS TH_I-I_T PROVIDED J'jOTIVATION · IN COMING 

TO 'IJ ERICA? Ciill THESE LE'rTERS (or otner wr i tten so urces) BE OBTAINED? 

I n gaining f irst oppor tun ities of job s and h ousing , wh o a SSisted 

the individual or f aiml y being interviewed? 
t 

Who acqained an early i ·;~ igrant wi t h bus ine ss procedures? If a 

s a r ket or store wa s o pened, how did the indi v idual or f am ily cope 

iv i th ? erica n b usiness procedure s? We r e there roots i n the country 

of ori g in for bu siness s k ills or a b usine s s pers pe ctive? Was 

t nere a s p e c ia l va l ue atta c he d t o being self- employed? to wor k ing 

a s a l aborer a nd doing anKhonest da ys wo rk"? 

WELIL A::"rITUDE PREVAILED IN A PART ICULAIi CO}1I1lJN I'I'Y REGARDING 

UN I ONS _I,j- D PARI'ICIPAI' I ON I N U_ ION ACTI VI TI ES? 

Wha t ~ ere specific economic c ontributi ons of a n i ndivi d ua l, family, 

or c u ltural g r oup? 

Wha t soci a l or cu ltural effor cts we r e aided by t h e success ful 

i mm igrant busine s s ~an. worker, or union? 

~ REL I GIOUS CONTRIBUI IONS : 

Wa s there i nvolvrnent in · r elig ious/Ch urch congrega tional develop-

rnent/ 
·_ 0 

~·ha t r el i g ious c lubs or or gani z a tio 'cs did a n individua l or f a mily 



j 

belon5 ? Ar e th e r e mi nutes , me morial bookle t s, o r o t ner materials 

still ava ila ble from these organi zations? Can th8y b e obt& i ne d for th 

the Ar ms Museum? Wh8n and where c a n t hese at8rials De c opied or 

procured? 

ARE THERE RELIGI OUS BAn'l"ERS OR OTHER EX_.'U'WL'£,S OF ClilJRCH/SRNAGOGUE 

ARI' AVAI LABLE ? rUffiN AND WHERE CAN rH Y :aE S~d~ O~ P30CUIiED? 

Have t h e r e be en ministers , pries t s , rabbi s. or u t ner congregational 

lea ders who have arisen from local religious c ongregatio~ s? 

Have these men a nd wo~en exercis e d their minls~ries in ~h e Manon -

Ing Valley? What were Eome of their major c ontr ibution s? If some_ 

have lert ~ he area, where nave ~hey been active? Wna~ are some o~ 

t heir ~ajor ~on~rlbutio~s? 

Concerning area ~ongrega~iuni, wha~ e~en~s represen~ ~he nighp0int s 

of t~e c hu r ch or s ynagogu8 ' s develop:nent? 

Wha~ lssues es pecially stlmu~ated discussion in ~he congregation? 

Wnat issues stimulatea disagreement or division? What was the most 

difI"icult c Jntroversy or question th e congregation nad to se ~ tle ? 

Wha t econ omi C, p olitical, social, or theological question s demanded 

the c ongrega tions attention? 

W:2'RE l'H~RE P:t03LEl~ S iH .."H 0 1'HE3 .:illLI GI OUS CO~ GREGAT I ONS? WHAT ~JERE 

NOfA3 LE OCCASSIONS FOR CO':'OPERATION WI TH OTHER CHURCHES OR SYN AGOGUES ? 

What civic figures e. g . Governor Tod , a mayor , c ounCilman, etc o 

was of assist8n c e to your congregati on in establis~i~g itself? 
OR IS P ART ICULAHLY n EHEfI;BE3.E D By 

i"JHAT E \lENT I N THE DEPnESSION EFFE CfE D -ERE CHURCH OH SYNAGOGUE? 

WHAT EVENT IN WORLD WA,.q I AND WOHLD Wfl..R II? 



3ELIGI OUS CON TRIBUTIONS (CON':'LWED): 

Wh o were t ne grea t musicia n s, writers, sin~ers and worker s over 

the years at t he Church or Sy ~agocue ? 

Di d the c J n s re3atlon sponsor or co-operate in ne i ghborhood i mprove

ment effort s o r charity drive s ove r t he years? 

Did t ne c ongregation establish a school or as s i st in establishing a 

school? Who were t he prime mover s behlnd the school? What 

t y pe of school wa s it, e. g . Saturda y School, elementary , h i gh 

school , et c.? 

Did the c )ngregatiofl sponsor sport s a ctivities, youth camps, etc.? 

If ~ui_ding loans were t aken by the c ongre gation , from wha t 

fina ncial inst i t ution, or source wa s such a loan t aken? 

l F OLK _~~TS ~~D TRADITIONS : 

Conc erni ng f olk medicine~ How did a f amily or indiTidual~deal wlth 

c ommon illnesse s suchas the "corn Il0n cold il ? T,lha t remedie s W8re 

brought from abr b a d? 

nOW did a c ommunity. f amily or individual deal wi t h ~he f lu e p i dem ic 

of 1918 ? wi t h o tner medical emergencie s? 

when and h ow di d a f am ily or ind ividual first c ome t o use the 

y oungs town hosp i t a l s? 

Folkarts : Wha t cra f ts , e. g . rug~akin5 . s e~ ing , quilting , varous 

h oliday prepa ration s a nd decora ti ons , were brought fr om 

abroad and p r a c tice d i n the USA? b j o th ers, b y the person 

or f am ily be i n g inter viewed? 

What f ood cus t oms were prevalent in the e a rly cul tur a l community? 

Wha t f ood c ustoms hav e disappe ar e d and why? wha t food customs 



have re ma i ned? Is it lik ely these customs will become part o f 

th e ongoing tra ditions of the Mahoning Valley? 

What musica l traditions were prevalent in the early cultural c om

munity/ Ask about choirs , tns truments , so ngs da nces, etc. 

Are instrlm ~nts, musical scor es, d finc e ins ~ructions ava ilable 

t o the mus e um ? Whe n and where can access to these ma teri a ls 

be gai .1ed? 

Were links e ver esta blis he d by the cul tural community to folkartists 

or fo lklorist s on a natlonal level . e.g. through invited 

lecturers, singers, or craftspeople? 

Who on a loc&l l eve l ha s collected folklore? Are there voiri ten 

source s availa~le to the muse um? When and where c a n access 

be .Qbta ined? 

Wnat fine a rts in tne valley have ~h eir roots in folk arts ~ e. g . 

the youngstown Symphony's rela t ion ship t o t he Lowellville bands 

in i tiated by Micha el Lucente Df LaSca la, I"lilan? 

Are there paintings, musical pieces, ~apes tries. other work s of 

a rt ~'J:ased on folk tradi tions prevalent in t h e Youngstown area? 

Wha t sort of family i n teraction surrounded the preservatl on of 

folk traditions, Dolidays, religious fe a stdays, the t r adit ional 

P~ erican holidays? 

How d id fami 1 i es and c O:rnI!luni ties .celebr8.t e the 4th of July, 

veterans' Day , etc.? How were V* 

Ar e th ere uniqu e cu s t o s surro.illding the f am ily picn i c? 

et c 0 ••••••• 
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'r h e F IN E A..:n s : 

'2 ' 
w,~ t c oa tri buti Jns to the f ~ ne art s have been made by memb ers of 

the particular cultural com~unity? 

Have there been nota ble musi cians, artists, da nc ers, playwri t es, 

8 ctors/a c t resses, etc o ? (sculptors, 

Ar e y :> u f amiliar with i ndviduals or g rou l)s, e. e; . Polish Art s Club 

that nave su pported the art s or pa rticular a rtists? 

Ar e there chur ches or synagogues who have offered opportun i t ies 

to artists, musicians, architects, etc. through the ye a rs? 

Are t here musical scores , a rtis t ic compositions, or creations tha t 

are availa ble to the museum or artistic productions or product s 
in 

t ha t are ( 0ianger of being destroyed in ~ tRe n ear futur e? 

POLITI CAL PAR ': I CIPArI O ;'~ : 

What precincts or are a s c on t ain or have contai ned c oncentrati on s of 

voters from the cultural co~unity being discussed? 

~ow d i d t h is cul t ural co~unity vote in ma jor elections? e . g o Presid~ 

en ti a l e l e ctions 

Did a par t icu l a r l eader in this c ul tur a l comr.unity s peak to the 

c i ty , s tate or n a t ional a dministra tion on behal f of tn e cultural coro m 

mun i ty? 

What wa s the family, economic, religious background ofl t h e first 

poli t ica l l ea de rs of t he cultural co~unity? 

Are t h ere sad stories told of y o ung lea ders i.~e c ommunity wh o 

died before a c h ieving t a e i r fu l l poten tial? 

~ ha t political party dre w t he su pport of thi s cul tr u al com ~un i ty? 

Wer e membe r s of t , is community a ctiye i n runn i ng for office , in 

writi ng l ett ers to ~~ti onal or sta te politica l leaders , in 

/\' 



) , 

working for can ida~ es. in vo t ing. in d i sc ussi g a n d infl~encing 

elections througn fi nancial s upport or a friendly ~ord of support 

th through a religious. or benevolent organization? Of these vari ous 

efforts wha t area e s pecially characterizes the politi cal l nv olve -

ment ment of the part icular cultural community? 

Who were the political office nolder s fr om the cultural com .unity? What 

is a short stay abo ~t each? 
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IH?:rr II_ tI " J .: SrIO~~S FOR 'THE Mil' S MUSEUM COIVlj 'j[lTEE -ON CULTURr.L COM '
;',;U IJ I L'Y (Ii £1RI.3UrIONS ~O rRE MAliONING VALLFY 

GOAL : A BROADER U DERST AIJDING OF VARIOUS CULTURAL GRuUPS MIJD THEIR 
CONTRIBUTION 'TO OUR AREA • 

RATIONALE : I lllInigre.Dt s to t h'J ';an'):1ing Val l ey broll. ;ht _ c !. mor e th n 

the ir l aoor a s a contribut ion to the urban indus t rial development 

of ou r area. Friends and fa 'TI ilies , ii1lIleI1sed ' i il H':a::rr i ous cul tural 

c0ID~unities, IDet to set bnd evaluate economic, nel tg ious, cul tu r a l, 

family and per s onal goalso Through discernment and a djus t ment 

cultural com~unities ha ve kni t ted and sewn t hemselves into the 

f abr i c of t heir new homeland. Today as much a s ever a knowled ~ e 

of the h is t or i cal con t r ibuti ons of our Vari ous c ultural communities 

will inspire young and old alike with a sense of their can t ext and 

and t hei r po ~ s i b ilities for continuing t he work of building a 

happy and prospe ro us Mahoning Valley. 

Areas of inter set are: e conomic, religi ous. the f ine arts. family 

and group val ues. folk a r t s and traditi~ ns, attituQes a nd con tri-

butions t o educati on. government a l service. me~icine. · mili t ary 

s ervice, etc o 

Plea se ex pand y our qu estioning t~ areas n ot list ed here. Al so add 

qu estion s ~ o t hose listed here and notify Hildegard of areas or 

q ''> estions o thers on the commit tee sh ould be consi deri ngo 

ECO 'ONI C CO_ ' ~R IBU I' I ONS: 

' JLiAI' F..5 '_DE ECONOt1 IC CONDI 'TI ON I N r HE COJ1'\j TRY OF EMIGRAT I ON ? 

I N GE rRF~? . ITH IN THE PERSONA~ EXPER I ENC2 OF THE PE B..50N OR Fi lILY 

BEING INTERVIEWED? 

How d id t he person or family b e come a ware of e c onomic oppor tunitie s 



ava ila ble in Ame rica? (It is important t o remember that many fa~ ilies 

were " well off" but had t he educ~tion or pers pective that allowed 

them to see life as becoming increasingly r estrictive in the homeland. 

Often times these people came t o America in order to preserve an 

econ omi c adva nta g e t hey ha d already a t tained.) 

ARE THERE LETTERS IN EURO PE OF IN THE USA THAT PROV I DE DOCU l'" EN 'TAT ION 

CON CERN I G rHE IDEAS AN D FACTS TH _1-iT P __ OVIDED I~ OTI VATION IN COI'1ING 

TO AI<iERICA? Clill THE SE LE'rTERS ( o r ot ne r wri tten so urces) BE OBI'AINED? 

In gaining firs t opportun ities of job s a nd housing . who assisted 

the individual or faiml y being interviewed? 
t 

Who acqained an early i :,~ igrant with business procedures? If a 

mark et or s tore was opened . how did t he indiv idual or f am ily c ope 

wi th .America n b usines s procedures ? Wer'e there. roots i n t h e country 

of origin for ousine ss s k ills or a b usi ness pers pe ctive? Was 

t nere a spec i a l va l ue attached to being self- empl oyed? to wor k ing 

as a laborer a nd dCing anlthonest days work"? 

WBAT ATTITUDE PREVAILED IN A PARTICUL..A..R COMI'1IJNI 'TY REGARDING 

UNIONS hND PARTICIPATI ON IN UNI ON ACTI VI l'IES? 

What ~ere s pecific economic c ontributions of a n individ ual. family. 

or c ultural gro up? 

What s oci a l or cul t ural effor Gts we r e aided by the successful 

i mmigrant busine s s man. worker. or union? 

RELIGIOUS CONTR IBUTIONS: 

Was there i nvolvme nt in religious /Ch urch congr e g a tional d evelop-

ment/ 
To 
1.lha t r el ig ious club s or organizatio '1s did a n i n d ividua l or f amily 



belong ? Ar e there i nu t e s, me n ori a l bookle t s, or ot her materials 

still availa ble from these organ i zations? Can they be obta ined for th 

the Arms Mus eum? When and where c a n t hese a t e r ials 'oe c opied or 

procured? 

ARE THERE RELIGIOUS B T ERS OR OTHER EX;;]'1lPL i::,t) OF ClilJRCH/SYNAGOGUE 

ART AVAILABLE ? \-lHEN l.,N D WHERE CPJ'l THEY BE S~,::N OiC. PROCU:aED? 

Have there Deen ministers, pries t s, rabbi s. or o t ner c on gr egational 

leaders who have arisen from local religious congregation s? 

Have these men a nd women exercis e d t hel r ml nls~r ies in ~h e Manon-

ing Valley? What were Eorne of their major c ontribution s? If some . 

have lert ~he a r ea, where nave ~hey been actlve? Wnat are s ome 01 

their a j or ~ on~rlbutio~s? 

Concerning area uongre5a~ioni . wha~ even~s represen~ ~he nlghp0ints 

or the c n'uTch o r syna gogu e IS deve l o p:::n ent? 

Wha~ lssues es pecial ly s t l mu~ated discussion in ~he congrega tion? 

Wna~ issues stimulated disagreement or diTisi on? What was the most 

d i fl icult c ~ntroyersy or question the c ongre gat ion nad to se ~~le ? 

What economic, political, SOCial, or theological question s demanded 

the c ongregations attention? 

W.::RE r Hc E P3 0BLE- S 1,H I'H OTHER RELIGIOUS CO;' GREGA'rIONS? WHAT WERE 

NOTABLE OCCASSIOJ. S FOR CO"'OPERATION WI TH OTH:2R CHURCHES Ort SYNAGOGUES? 

What civi c figure s , e .• Governor Tod, a mayor. c ouncilma n, etc o 

wa s of as s i sta nce to your congregation in establis~ing itself? 
OR IS PiiliT ICULARLY 3.ENEMBEnE D By 

-, HAT E' J:<.;NT IN 'I'EE DEPRESSIOr EFFECTED -ERE CHURCH OR SYNAGOGUE? 

WHAT EVENT IN WORLD WA...-q I AJ-l'D WORLD WAR II? 



RELIGIOUS CO TRIBUTIONS (COWI'I~-J UED): 

-~ho were t ne ~reat musi cia ns, writers. sin~ers and workers over 

the yea rs at the Ch ur ch or Sy~agogue? 

Di d the c ~n~regation sponsor or c o-operate in neighborhood i mpr ove-

men t effort s or char i t y drive s over t he years? 

Did t ne c ongregati on establish a school or a s s i st in establishi n g a 

school? Who were the prime movers beh Lnd the school? What 

type of school was it. e. g . Saturday School. elementary. h i gh 

school. etc.? 

Did the c .)flgrega tion s pons or sport s a ct i vi ties. youth camps. etc.? 

If ~uilding loa ns ~ ere taken by the congregation , fr om wha t 

finan cial insti tu tion, or sourc e was s uch a loan t aken? 

F OLK ARI'S .A.l\I D TRADITIONS: . 
C onc ~rning f o lk medicine~ How did a f ami ly or indiYidual~deal with 

com~on illne s se s suchas the " c oI!l :!lon cold ll ? What remedies were 

brough t from abro ad? 

nOW di d a community. f amily or i ndividual deal with "h e f lu e pid emic 

of 1918 ? wi t h o tner medical emergencie s? 

Wn en a nd h ow did a family or individua l fir st c ome t o use the 

y oungs town h os p i tal s? 

Fo l karts: What cra fts, e. g . r ug aking , sewi ng . qu i lting . varo us 

holida y preparat i ons a nd decora ti on s. were brought from 

abroad a nd pra c t iced in the USA? OJ o th ers , by the person 

or f am ily b ei n g inter viewed? 

what f ood cus to~s were pre valent in t he e a rly cul tura l community? 

Wha t f ood custo~s have d isappeared and why? what f ood customs 



have re ma ined? Is it lik ely these customs wil l beco~e par t o f 

the ongoing tra ditions of the Mahoning Valley? 

What musical tra ditions were prevalent in the early cultural com

munity/ Ask about choirs, $nstruments, songs da nces , etc. 

Ar e instrum'i..-nts, musical scor es, d a nce ins t ructions a vailable 

t o the muse um? When and where can acce s s to t hes e materials 

b e ga L jed? 

Wer e links e ver esta blished by the cul tural c omm Uflity to f olkar t ists 

or folklorists on a national leve l. e. g . through in i ted 

lecturers, singers, or craftspeople? 

Who on a loce l l evel ha s co l lected folklo r e? Are there wr i ten 

s ource s available to the muse um? Wh en and where can access 

be 9b t a i ned? 

Wna t fi ne a rts in t h e valley have ~neir r oot s in folk &rts ~ e.g. 

the youngstown Symphony 's rela t i onsh ip ~o th e Lowellv il l e bands 

initiated by Michae l Lucente Df L&S ca la, r1 ilan7 

Are there paintings, musical piece s, aapestries, ot her works of 

a rt bas e d on folk trad itions pr evalent in t h e Youngstown area? 

What sort of f amily interaction s urrounded the preservation of 

folk tradit~ons, holidays, religious feastdays, the tradltional 

~~ erican holidays? 

How di d famllies and cOm.I!luni ties celebre.te the 4th of July, 

Veterans' Da y, etc.? How were V* 

Are th er e un i qu e cus t oms surro ~ndi !1g t h e family picni c? 

etc 0 ••••••• 
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'1'he FINE A.:1 'r s : 

'n j 

rlha t CO:l tr i bu ti ,)n s to the f ~ ne art s have been made by memb ers of 

the particular cultural com Junity? 

Have there been nota ble musi ci ans, artis t s, danc ers, playwri t es, 

a c tors / actresses , etc o? ( sculptors , 

Ar e y )u familiar with i ndviduals or g rou ) s, e . g . Polish Arts Club 

that nave su pported the arts o r pa r t icula r artists? 

Are there chur ches or sy~agogues ~ h o have offered o pportunities 

to artists, musicia~s. architects , etc. through the y e a rs? 

Are t here musical scores. a rtis t ic c ompositions. or creations that 

are available to the museum or artistic production s or product s 
in 

that are rrdanger of being destroyed i n : the ne a r fu ture? 

POLITI CAL P iLB. !:' IC IPATIO~ ' : 

Wha t pre Cinc t s or a rea s c on tain or ha ve contai ~ed c oncentra ti ons of 

voters f~om the cultural co~unity being discussed? 

How did th is cul tural c OI12Iflunity vote in ma jor elect ions? e. 3 o presid..,. 

enti a l e lect ions 

Did a l articular l eader in thi s cul t ur a l com ~unity s peak to the 

city, s ta te or n a t ional admini stra tion on be ha l f of tne cultural c om~ 

muni ty? 

What was t h e fa mily, economic, reli g ious background ofl th e first 

politica l l eaders of tne cultural c o&~uni ty? 

Are t here sad stories t old of yo ung l eaders in he community who 

died bef o re a c h ievin g t neir fu l l otent ial? 

Wnat poli t ical party drew t h e su pport of thi s cultrualcom~unity? 

Wer e members of t r is com:nunity active in runn i ng f or office, in 

writing letters to ba ti onal or state pol itica l lea dv Ts , in 



working for candidate s, in vo t ing. in d i sc us s i . g a n d influencing 

electi ons thro ugn fi na nci a l support or a friendly ~ord of support 

th tnro ugh a reli3ious, or benevolent organization? Of these vari ous 

efforts wha t a rea especially characteri z es the political involve

ment ment of the pa rticular cultural comm unity? 

. ho were the political office nolders fr om t h e cultu_al com '·unity? Wha t 

is a shor t sta y abo ut 8ach? 
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~O'l : I/L~eVb-rd. 

j/lC»1 : Jare~A ,?u (;-~ k 
I NTo"'RVI (~UES'rImJS FOR THE All 1S MUSEUM COIvI IN:TTEE ON CULTURAL COM~ 0 

MUNI TY' CON' RI BUTIONS 0 r HE Jl1AHON I NG VALLEY 

GOAL : A BROADER UNDERSTA DING OF VARI OUS CULTURAL GROUPS AND THEIR 
CONTRIBUTION TO OUR AREA • 

RATIONALE : I mmigrants to the lVIa.hol1ing Va l l ey br ouo ' t m c .... or e tha n 

their l abor a s a con t ribut ion to the ur ban industrial development 

of our area. Friends and families , li fumeDsecr ) i il ly.a lous cultural 

cmmmunities, met to set and evaluate economic,~altgious, cultural, 

family and personal g0als 0 ThrQ>ugh discernment and adjus tment 

cultural communiti es have knitted and sewn themselves iht G) the 

fa.bric of t heir new homeland. Today as much as ever a knowledge 

of the histor ical con t ributions of our vari ous eultural communities 

will inspire young and old ali ke with a sense of their cuntext and 

and their po ssibilities for continuing t he work of building a 

happy and prosperous Mahoning Valleyo 

Areas of interset are: economic, religiOUS, the f ine arts, family 

and group val ues, folk arts and traditi~ns, attitudes a nd contri-

butions to educati on, governmental serVice, me.icine, mili t a ry 

service. etc. 

Please expand your questioning t~ areas not listed here. Also add 

questions t o those listed here and notify Hildegard of areas or 

questions othe r s en the committee should be consideri~o 

ECONO:N ill C CONTR IBUTI ONS: 

'vJHAT WAS rrHE ECONOMIC CONDITI ON I N THE COUNTRY OF EMIGRATION ? 

IN GENFRAL? WITHIN THE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE PERSON OR FAMILY 

BEING INTERVIEWED? 

H()w d id t he person or family b ecome a ware of economic opportunities 
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ava ilable in !menica? (It is important to remember that many fa ilies 

were "well off" but had t he educ4tion or pers pective that allowed 

them to see life as becomi ng increasingly r estrictive in the homeland. 

Often times these people came to America in order to preserve an 

economic advantage they had already attained.) 

ARE THERE LETTERS IN EURO PE OF IN THE USA THAT PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION 

CONCERN I NG THE IDEAS AND FACTS THAT PROVIDED MOTIVATION· IN COMING 

TO AMERICA? CAN THESE LETTERS (or othe r written sou.roes) BE OBTAINED? 

In gaining first opportunities of jobs and housing. who assisted 

the individua l or f a imly being interviewed? 
t 

Who acqained an early i ffimigrant with bUS i ness procedures? If a 

market or store was opened. how did t he individual or family cope 

with American business proced~res? Were thera roots i n the co~ntry 

of origin for b~siness skills or a b~siness perspective? Was 

there a special vralue attached to being self-employed? to working 

as a laborer and doing an"honest days werk"? 

WHAT ATT ITUDE PREVAILED IN A PARTICULAR COMMUNITY REGAijDING 

UNIONS AND PARTICIPATION IN UNION ACTI VI TIES? 

What were specific economic contributions of an individual. ffamily. 

or cultural gro~p? 

What social or cultural effor t ts were aided by the successf~l 

immigrant businessman. worker, or ~~ion? 

RELIGIOUS CONTR IBUTIONS: 

Was there involvment in · religious/Church congrega tional develop-

ment/ 
To 
what religious cl~bs or organizations did an individual or family 
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belong? Are there minutes, memorial booklets, or other materials 

still available from these organizations? Can they be obta ined for th 

the Arms Museum? When and where can these ate rials be copied or 

procured? 

ABE THERE RELIGIOUS B ~ JERS OR OTHER EXAM~L~S OF CHURCH/S~NAGOGUE 

ART AVAILABLE? WHEN .AND WHERE CAN THEY BE SE.l~.N OR PROCURED? 

Have there been ministers, pries t s, rabbis, or othervcongregational 

leaders who have arisen from local religious congregations? 

Have these men and women exercis ed their mi n ls cries in 'ehe 11anofi-

ing Valley? What were ~ome of their major contributions? If some~: 

have lert ~he area. where nave ~hey been active? Wna~ are some 01 

their major con~rlbutions? 

Concerning area congregaciofi$, Whac 8ven~s represen~ ~he nighpoints 

of' the c hur ch or synagogue 's devel<.>pment? 

WhaJ: .Lssues especially stlIDuliated discussion in ~he congregation? 
. 

Wnat issues stimulated disagreement or diTision? What was the most 

difricult controversy or question the congregation had to se t tle? 

What economic, political, social, or theological questions demanded 

the congregations attention? 

WERE HERE PROBLEMS WI 1H OTHER RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS? WHAT WERE 

NOTABLE OCCASSIONS FOR CO~OPERATION WITH OTHER CHURCHES OR SYNAGOGUES? 

What civic figures . e.g. Governor Tad, a mayor, councilman, etc o 

was of ass i stance to yo~r congregation in establishing itself? 
OR IS PARTICULARLY REMEMBERED BY 

WHAT EVENT IN THE DEPRESSION EFFECTED THE CHURCH OR SYNAGOGUE? 
WHAT EVENT IN WOHLD WAR I Al\ID WORLD WAR II? 
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RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS (CONmI NUED): 

Who were t he great musicia ns, writers, sing ers a nd workers STer 

the years at the Church or Syna g ogue? 

Di d the c on regation sponsor or co-operate in neig hborhood improve

ment efforts or charity drives over t he years? 

Did t ne c on gregation establish a school or assist in establishing a 

school? Who were the prime movers beh i nd the sehGol? What 

type of sbhool was it, e. g . Saturday School, elementary, high 

school, etc.? 

Did the c ,)ngrega tio.L'l sponsor sports acti Ti ties, youth camps, etc.? 

If building loans were taken by the congr egation, from what 

financial instituti on, or source was such a loan taken? 

FOLK ARTS AND TRADITIONS: 

Conce rning f olk medicine -:- How did a family or individuahtdeal with 

common llln.esses suchas the It commdln. cold ll ? What remedie's we r e 

brought from abro ad? 

HOlf did a community. family or individual deal with t he flu epid emic 

of 1918? with o ther medical emergencies? 

When and how did a family or individua l first come t o use the 

youngs t own hospita ls? 

Folkarts: What cra fts, e.g. rugmaking, sewing, quilting, varous 

holida y preparations a nd decora ti ons, were brought from 

abroad a nd practiced in the USA? b y o t hers, by the person 

or family being inter viewed? 

What food customs were prevalent in. the e a rly cultura l community? 

What food customs have disappeared and why? what food customs 
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haTe remained? Is it likely these oustoms will beoome part of 

the ongoing traditions of the Mahoning Valley? 

What musical tra ditions were prevalent in the early cultural com

munity/ Ask about ohoirs, tnstruments, songs dances, etc. 

Are instrum nts, musical scores, dance ins t ructi ons aTailable 

to the museum? When and where can aocess to these materials 

be gai ned? 

Were links ever established b y the cultural community to folkartists 

or folklorists on a national level. e. g . through invited 

lecturers, singers, or craftspeople? 

Who on a looal l evel has co l lected folklore? Are there wri ten 

sources aTailable to the museum? When and where can access 

be gbta ined? 

What fine arts in the va lley have t heir roots in folk arts , e.g. 

the youngstown Symphony's rela t ionship t o the Lowellvill e bands 

initiated by Michael Lucente tlf LaScala, Milan~ 

Are there paintings, musical pieoes, aapestries, other works of 

art based on folk traditions pr evalent in the Youngstown area? 

What sort of family interaction surrounded the preservation of 

folk tradit~9ns, holidays, religious feastdays, the traditional 

American holidays? 

How did families and communities celebra te the 4th of July. 

Veterans' Day. etc.? How were V* 

Are there unique cus t oms surro nding the family picnic? 

etc •....... 
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The F INE ARTS: 

'13'(D 
What c on tributi ns to the f Lne arts have been made by members of 

the particular cultural coml1lUnity? 

Have there been nota ble musicians, artists, dancers, playwri t es, 

a ctors/actresses, etc.? (sculptors, 

Are y ,)U familiar with indviduals or g rou ps, e. g . Polish Arts Club 

that have supported the arts or particular artists? 

Are there chur ches or syn agogues who have offered o pportun i t ies 

to artists, musici ans, archi t ects, etc. through the y e a rs? 

Are there musical scores, a rtis t ic compos it i ons, )r creations tha.t 

are available to the museum or artistic productions or products 
In 

that are (:odanger of being destroye d in ~- tfle nea r future? 

POLITI CAL PAR'_ ICIPATI ON: 

What preclncts or area s c ontain or have c onta i ned concentrati ons of 

voters f r om the cultural community being discusse d? 

How did t h is cultural community vote in major elections? e. g o Presid..,. 

entia l e l e ctions 

Did a particular leader" in this c ul t ura l communi ty s peak to the 

city, sta te or nat ional administration on behal f of t he cultural comm 

mu..ni ty? 

What wa s t he family, economic, religious backg round ofl the first 

politlca l lea ders of the cultural community? 

Are t here sad stories told of y ou.ng leaders i n he community who 

died before achieving t heir fu l l potential? 

What political party drew the support of thi s cultrua lcommun i ty? 

Were members of t hiS community active i n runn i ng for office, in 

writing letters to bati on a l or state poll tica l lea ders, in 
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t h 

7 
working for candidates. in vo ti ng. in discussi g a nd influencing 

elections through fi nanci a l support or a friendly word of support 

through a religious. or benevolent organization? Of these vari ous 

efforts what area especially characteri z es the political inv olve

ment ment of the particular cultural c ommunity? 

Who were the political office holders fr om the cultural communLty? What 

is a short stay abo ut each? 
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