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Lowellville Has
Its Cunninghams

By KAREN GUY

Vindicator Staff Writer

In a 1939 Vindicator column, Esther Hamilton
posed the question: “Who lives in Lowellville, any-

way?”

Answering the question,
Miss Hamilton provided a
roll of family names, with
“‘Cunningham” heading the
|ist, and rightly so on many
counts, considering the
family lived and prospered
in and around Lowellville
for many, many years.

According to a 1940’s
Vindicator article by Bob
Cunningham, published on
the 25th anniversary of the
village’s incorporation,
Lowellville was settled in
1800 by John McGill.

The village was actually
called McGill’s Mills until
1836, when the name was
officially changed with the
establishment of a post of-
fice.

While. McGill and his
brother, Robert, are cred-
ited as the first settlers,
Jesse Cunningham, recog-
nized as the first Cunning-
ham in the village, arrived
in 1896.

Jesse was an uncle of
Ra!gh Cunningham, who,
with his daughter and son-
in-law, Kathy and Paul
Yeoushan of Poland, now
owns and operates a Low-
ellville furniture business.
Ralph became involved be-
cause his father, Arthur M.,
11th of 12 children, had
lived with and worked for
Jesse,

The J. Cunningham Fur-
niture Store was founded at

.what is now 123-E. Water-

St., moved to the first floor
of the old opera house, and
still later moved to its pre-
sent location.

In 1903, the store was
fhg/sically connected to an

853 homestead believed to
have been built by either
the McNevin or Watson
families.

In the flyer advertising
the grand opening at the
present location, slated for
May 25, 1903, Cunningham
and his partnér at the time,
Daniel ~ Davidson, who
founded Davidson-Becker
Funeral Homes of Struthers,
billed themselves as “Furni-

ture Dealers, Funeral Di-
rectors and Originators of
Low Prices.”

According to the flyer,
the furniture store offered
the “choicest assortment” of
furniture, carpets, mattings,
lace curtains, brass and iron
beds and many other “use-
ful and ornamental” house-
hold items. x

The piece also boasted:
“During the past seven
years we have built up an
enormous business on its
own merits, of which we are
justly proud, and now in our
new store we enter upon a
new career and ask our
friends to rejoice with us.”

The store was open from
7 a.m. to 11 p.m., with music
provided from 7 to 10 p.m.
Readers were promised a
“handsome souvenir” as a
remembrance.

From 1920 to 1932, the
business was owned by J.
Marquette, who sold it to
Ralph’s father. Ralph recalls
his father cashed in insur-
ance policies’'and used life
savings to make the pur-
chase.

Jessie founded the funeral
service at theé turn of the
century. Ralph said that the
business, now located at 219
E. Wood St., was at the time
of its founding representa-
tive of its day in that it of-
fered a livery service and
coffin selection.

Bodies were shown at the
time in the home of the de-
ceased, Cunningham said.
Embalming, however, was
done for a long time in the
homestead section of the
furniture store, and 'the
morgue was located there
as well. |

He added that before his
death, Jesse had embarked
on one of his little known
business ventures, promot-
ing a hemorrhoid treatment
he had invented himself.

One of the chief ingre-
dients in the treatment was
— of course — formalde-
hyde. Jesse did well with it
until the Great Depression,
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COMPREHENSIVE BUSINESS — A horse-powered hearseVas pround-
ly displayed in front of the Lowellville store when it als§housed the
mortuary. Pictured above are Jesse Cunningham, foundegpf the busi-

* * *
when sales dropped drasti-
cally.

Although he said he is
proud of many members of
his distant and immediate
family, Ralph is perhaps
most proud of one of his an-
cestors, Alexander Wright,
a delegate to the Constitu-
tional éonvemion,

The family has some of
Wright's letters and points
out that he was among those
who demanded that a bill of
rights be added to the Con-
stitution.

Ralph’s brother, Arthur,
owns Cunningham Furni-
ture in Alliance, and the
family also has a funeral
home in Poland, which it
opened in 1963.

Ralph and his wife, the
former Charlotte Miller, live
at 1212 Bedford Road while
his mother, Mrs. Marcia
Cunningham, lives in
Struthers.

In addition to Kathy, the
Cunninghams have two oth-
er daughters, Marcia Sieg of
Birmingham, Mich,, and
Suanne Rowe of Rockville,
Md. They also have seven
grandchildren.
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