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STSTER MARY ANN COZ
e Mary Ann was born in Hermapie, Pennsylvania in
1920, ITn 1926, her parenis, ¥rauk and Frances, wmovad the  Ffamily
Lo Ohio. She grag up on a farm in Windbam Township and  attended
schon] in  Paris Township. Upon high  school  graduation, she
entered the Warren Business School and ¢raduated a vear later,

1939,

for several yvears in the work Force, Sisler Mary Ann

bt

FoY
strugygled about her decision to become s nun, She gtaleda "I
prayad a Jot, looked at Life, and graduaily,T knew that God was
calling me to work for the cvhurch.” Hev father had a strong role

1.

in  tevms of faith., Fe celebrated religious evenls, such as  the
Faster Vigil. Prior to entering the convent, Sister Mary ann had
few experiences with ving, Her First and only  ezperience  had
been in 1944  when the Uvsuline Sisters of (Jeveland came to
Gareritsville to prepare children Ffor the sacranmenls.

Sister Mary Aun choge to enter the order of the Ursu-
Tine Sislers of Youngsiown. Ter wmother was very oppoged o her
devigion especially hecause the Slgsters were not allowed to go
homes . While fteaching in the Parochlial  Schools, she atteanded
¥.o5.0.  and vecelived a B.A. in Educration, and Jater, a IL.A. in
Edneation from the Universily of Mobre Damne (1961},

Her {irst parochial school assignment wag at St. Colum-
ha in 1952 followed by St. Charles in Roardman the next four
VOOrs. Other than paiochial sc¢hool assignments were: teaching
Methods Courses ot V.08 T, selting up the .00, iConfraterniiy

of Chiistian Doctrinel] Teacher Training Program within the

Youngstowd Diocese, and egtablishing the Media Resource Centrr in



ithe Diocese. From 1966 Lo 1876, Sisler Mavy ann directed the
2lemaatary veligious education programs for Catholice siudents
attending public schools [(¢.c.n.] Lhroughont ilre Youngstown
Dicuage, Fiom 1976 1o 1990, sbhe direcied the operation of the
Niocvesan HMedia Library.

In 1970, the Resource Center of  the Department of
Raeligious HEducation was established to £ill the need for a cen-
tralived atdio vignal Tibrary as the pavighey could nei ford to
have their oun resoutace centerg. The Resource Center siaoited
with ten filus and vas Funded by fhe Kuighis of Columbus and  ihe
Youndgstown Diocese, Presently, Sister Mary Aun works iwo davs 3
weaek at the Resource Center as a resource congultant.

~Stoevhanie Fisher
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Okay, Sister Mary Anu, could vou tell me when vou were
born and where?

The vear T was boin?
The year and wvhere.

T was born in 1920, September. T was born in Hep -
wanie, Pennsylvania.

Could you tell me about the envirvonment vou grew up in?
e 1ived in Pennsylvania until T was six vears old. My

father and my wother came from Slovenia. My bhackground
igs Slovenian. We Tived 1n a Slovenian ghelto at that

time. The 1mmigrants colustered ftogether iy =small
aroups. So, until T wasg six, we lived in this litrle
town—-a coal mining fLown. Then, 1in 1926, we moved 1o
Ohiw. We moved to the area thal 18 presently the
Ravenna Arvgeval in Poriage Connty, T went through
school at Paris Township Scheool from grades one through
twelve, My Father had a farm irn Parvis Townsbip, sc¢ T



grew up in that arcea. After gradualion, I went to
Wariten Busziness School and worked in Warren lor &
while. Aftrer the work exberience, T entered the reli~
gious community---Ursuline Sisters of Youngstowi.

What do you feel nmade you enter the religious communi

T think that everybody struygles and wonders whai they
are ¢alled to be ov to do. T ghiuvuggled wiith that for @
while. T think evervbhody prays a lot and tries Lo  Jook
at 1ife. These weve war years, and everybody was in
the sevrvice. T was working at the Warren Telephone
Company in acvcounting after the viar. I knew that T was
called to be a person whoe would be workingy for the
churaeh In gome  capacity. T Ffalt thalt God was c¢alling
me o that. WNot thal T gol a Lap on wy ghoulder or
anyihing Tike that, or heard a voice. Thetre alwave is
a struggle Tor a person, T thiank, to dzgtermine what vou
are c¢alled to do or to ba. T've never tvegretfed ny
chod cea., TL zeamad to be the vight thing fFor me.

Nid you have a very veligious background--your Ffamily?

My father, T would say, was probably the sbtronger
failh perszon. My Ffather went to school through fourth
grade iu S5lovauia, but T think in those days, Family
life was vevy strong. The fawily passed on a Jot  of
the teligions traditions. T think T grew ng with Lhat
experience. My Father was very aware of the lTiturgics
yaal, g0 we always celebrated all of the seasons  ha-
causa  he would tell wus what they did when he was a
Tittle bhoy.

So, when 1 was a ochild, T yrew up with thesoe celebia-
tions. Mow, T realize that manvy of thosge thinugs thal
the church hes c¢alled us to celebrate Titnurgical 1y,
»

iko  the Haster Vigil, were juportant in  the church
Rut, when T was a <hild, the c¢hurch wasn't calaehrating
the Eastev Vigil ig 1t was today. 7T have in my momoty,
however, my falther telllng us what he did at the Baster
Vigil, which would bhe jn the 1800's in his Jittle
village in Sloveuia,

fo, he was a poerson who was very fTaithfnl, a person his
children saw pray, a person whoe saw lhat we gotl o
vhurch and that we gob to religioug educatrion programs.

We didn't have any Catholic schonlg in our area, so I

had no  aexpevience with the sistors in  any way. My
mothe: was a good persou, an onlty child. Thaere wore
eight  of 1s, so she was alwavs  very bnay. T think

that wy father really had a stvroager vole in my faith
Formation. Thisg 1a not always the case in Families. T
Feltr that it was so.
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You mentioned business school. Was Lhat  Youugstown
State?

No. Watrren Busiuvess School. Tt would have been 1939.
Tt was a one vear program. T got a job 1 ight away in
account ing al Warrea Telephone Coupany.

Bafore you  Joined the convent, did yon speak Lo any
nRuE?

As T was thinking of entering a cownuniiy, T did make
some  contacts with people. AT this time, we Jived 1in
Garetisville, hecause we had to Jeave ony farm in  what
ig now the Ravenna Arsenal. We lived 1in Pavis Townghin
in  ihe Ravenua Arsenal abea. Thati's a large area of
aboi 35,000 acres ithat was taken over by the  govern

ment . ATD thoge veople had o move out . We were part
of lhai group. We relocated in Gatetraville., VWhan we

dot 1o Garetitsville, there was no church there. We
wera  doinyg to 8t. Joseph's where we wele worshiping
and  receiviog Lhe smac ameutrs in Neepton Fallas Which

is, T suppose, about tweuty miles. But, then in  abouwi
1944, 8t. Ambrosa was the pariash established 1o Ga-

raettaviilae. This wasg a small 1own  Too. Ti's near
Hiram. We had a «losar velationsghin with the church in
Catiettsville. We wern  wvery nuch lnvelved, as  young
aduits We, ware very much invelved with the beginning

of the parigh. My brothers were good at  elecivieal
worlk end things like that.

So, they dild a Tot of work around the churech., We were
Al involvead, T Langht ¢, and we were all in the
thoir and all that. We had sowe very fine pasiors  who
were very interested in the people who weve there, The
religlous educalion progiam-—pariticularly fo: the
rarept ton of Fhe gacvawments for the little c¢hildren,
took place in Lhe summertime. That's when T first met
the sisters. Falheo Glena Holhrook was our first
pastor; and his sigler, and a friend of hev's From the
Sigters  of HMunility of Mory, come ocut to  fteach the
rhildren. I had a little gisbter af that time who was
in that class. The glsfers would cope o our hoas  Faoi
dinnaer. o, T dgob to know Lhen.

5
O

Thew, when TFatlher Holbrook was movoed Father John
1

Liavellse  came, and he had a sister who was an  Ursuline

Sister in Cleveland., She and a TFriend came dn  iie
gimartime preparing children for the sacramenis 50,

that was wy clogest cvontact with Lhe sistiers and proba

biy wy only contaci. 3although, when I was a child and
we were going lo 8t. Jogeph's, Wewron Falls, T oaguely
renenbey slgters thevse preparing us for the sacramentsg.
Butr, [ couldn't tell vou which community was {here. T
just remember lhat there wels sisters. T'm not sure ifF
it was just when T was a swall a¢hild, or ifF 4t was for
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Flrst comnunion, or what it was. That did nol malke 1
impression on me because I was too voung. Theun when T
Was A  yvoung adult, T dot to kuow ihe sislor g
well——those tTwo comminities: rhe Ursuline community in
Cleveland and the Sigiervy of Munility of Mavry J0  Penn-
gylvanra. RBut, T thiok the help T veceived o discein

i1, o addition to prayer, came from the priests  who
T E R i Garrvettsville, 1 could talk things over,
because they waers 211 very olose to us ~to all of s,
Therr  the Dbiyg guestion was, "Tf I'm going Lo Jo to o
teligious  community, where will T go?'" So, that was
another  bLig decision to wmake. T struggled with that
for a Jong time, bacause T kaew no Ursuline sisters

From Youngstown. Ursuline sisters are independent
Jioups. The Clevelaad grouy 18 not tied in with  the
Youngstowis giroup. In the siate of Ohio, thaere are five
di Ffarent  giroups, There are two groups Lo Ciagein-

nati, a group in Toledo, ons in Youngstown, and onse  in
Clevelsud.

So, T was siruggling wich that guestion My mothor was
vary opposaed Lo my entering (he raeligious community, T
fhink what she was ovpvosaed 1o was the fact that, ad
that rime, the gislers did not go home. We entered the
religions 1ife, but we Jd3d nolt go bhome the way  we do

FLOW My wmother just could not understand thal, so we
Palked aboul it a litile bit; but nltimately, T had o
makie  up  wmy wmind pretiy wuch wveelf. One  of the

prigsts, I think it was Father Lavelle, said, "Wall,
the Trenline Sisters stay within the diocose of Youngs-
fotmn. " Somehow, Lhat seemed very Luportant fo  me atb
rthat Lime. The sisgters of Humility of Maly aie nol
only  in the Diccese of Youugstown. Some  of  itheir
sisters  work here, but their wmothevhouse and  their
gronp ia 1a Peunsylivauia, Staying in the diocess Jjuast
made  a lot of sense fo me. T thouyght if T'm going to
be gilving my Vife to the church, I might as well give
it to the Diocese of Younysiown. After T made that
decision, then it was okay. T felt very much at paace
ahout that. Then, T 4id enter the commmity of 1 su-
ine Sisters in Youndsiown.

How was youil reltiglioug {rvaining once you eniel ed? How
did ey prepare you?

The sisters go through what ig called a novietic., Tt'sg
a liwe when a person iz called a novice That time is
called novistic lraining. We geh formation in spizdtu-
allty courses, soripture courses, gome theology, Dbutl
not ¢olilege ¢ourses at thar slage. Afrer &  year, k)
started going 1o ¥.85 U to becowns probarved o he a
Leacher. A that (dme the Ursuline comuunity was  wmade
up of  onlvy teaching sisters. We were not in  athal
works.,

4



So, T graduated from Y.85.7, in 1956, T was also teauh-
ing very shovioly atter, T began teaching at St. Colum-

ba. My fivst full vear wasg ar St. Charles when 8t.
Charles school opened in Boardman T taught there for
Four vears, F'm the weantime, 7 was working on  my
dagraa. At rhal time, we dida'l have ihe State re-

guirement Lhat feachers had 1o have a degree to  teach
in the parochial sgchonl. We do now, bul at that time,
we didn't. So, T could he going tou school and teaching
al  the same tinme.

masters 1in education at the University of Notre Dame.
atb that time, the sigsters did their masters work in the
stunmeri: Jme, S0 Pt took four summers to couptetes the

Rut , anyway, atter T Finlshed atl V.5.U., T gtarted vy

maslier s  work. T enjoyed the Notre Dame experishca
immenscely T had marveious professors  there. The
apirit  at Notvo Dawe wag very uplifting. Plus, 1here
wetre  about h} @e thougand sigiers on cawpus. So, it

viargs a  very broadening egperience, as far as  bheiag o
parlt of a re]?g1ou% community, and gecipg how wany
other religious communities there waeye In other stataes.
S, all that wasg very pogiiive, T was at Notre dame in
1961,

The diocese was conducting sone special  wvrograms fFor
teachelrs in Catholic Schorlsg in the 1960 = i ehop
Malone asked that everybody bocome cvertified and ol low
grate regulations. There already were some teachers in
the (atholic gchool sysleon who did not have a  dedreo.
They were working toward the degrec. S0, T was leach-

ing at ¥.5.0. in the swmertime Ju the 19607s. The
studaentis who were enrolled were Cathalic School reach -
ers Most of fhan neaedod u>?hoo” conNTsas, TL was on
rhat level--lLeaching reading, ieaching phonicog, fLeach-

ing social studies, teaching math, that T wag reaching
inn Lhe gummers of Lhe 1960'x. That waszs fTrom 1961-
1966, T heliave

Tn 1966, [ srarraed Lo work al the [Youngstrown Catholic]
Diocese in religious aducation, My Tirsi job was to
direci the veligion proygrams in the diocese  Foir 1hoe
students who atteond public schoolis. BRBlshop Malone was
the superintendent of Catholic schiools al fhat f1ime.
™is othery program was called CCD [Conraternity of
Chvisttian Noctreine.] which wag already in operation
before my time. Sigler Mavie Hughes, 0.8.A., was the
one who started it with Bishop Malone. 1 believe the
First record of the teacher training progiam  for OO0
was it 1987, Sister Marie was directing the CCND  pro-
gramg  unitil 1962, Sister Catherine Ruiler rveplaced
Sigter Wavie in 1962, Fwas the one whoe eplaced
Sister A&nn Cathevine Buller in 1966 in orgyanizing OCD
DYOQI aWS .
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T don't know if yvou're Fawiliar with ©CDh. Ti's a
virogram  Lhal's designed to train feacheis (o 1o
teligion to Caibolie ¢hildien who go to public school
They nwsually meet on A gaturday or a Sunday aftar M
oy sometimes  du the evening. The M is  wheie the
studaent s gel thelr 1eligious edication. Tn the 1960's,
we had mosily all gisters teaching religion, because
Fhere weve a lot of sisters arousd.  Thaere werse also
many priests dovolved 1y teaching high gehool kids.
The COD office set up Lthe frainioy vrograms. T said T
came Lo the diocese jn 1966 during the Valican I7T
penewal .

T 19613, Vaiican TT,.
Vat ican I7 sessions anded in 1966,
Nid it gtart in 19637

Yes, T'll have to check that., Tt lasted Four yoais.
T staried to work in August of 1966 direciing the CCD
program. The Followioyg January, Father Philip Coaley
cama (o the same office. He becane Associale Superin-
Fondeatr  of  CCD, woi king uvnder the ditecrion of +the
Superintandad of the Catholic sgchonls, Bighop Hughes.
fie was rveally vespousible folL direciiag the yvoulhh pro

grams, as well ag the children's uvrograms, bul hacause
of the call From our bighop and other hishops all  over
the country, avel ybhody neaded (o undersiand what Vabi b-
can  TT  documenls ware calling peonle to do. That
really chenged a Toil of ovr ihinking.

One of the big things that T see that oceurved was  +he

shifi  from an eaphasis on children 'o emphbasis on
adults: that Christian Formation was ongoing. Faor ma-—

tion begius witlh a swall child, which weans that par-
enlts must have an vaderstanding of how they can help in
the faith growth of a ¢hlild., Tt goes on unitil  one

dies. Tt's jJusi an ongoing experience, AF this  +iac,
the COD of Fice designed vhat we called adult  education
classaes, They were not ouly  for iteachevs-—--we  had

already been having the teachor education progi amns.
Thase classes were a shift Lo an undervalanding of  what
Vatican T1 was calling vs to. We had enormous Liinouts
all over  the diocege, rhe six counties of Wortheast
Ohio, We would set up centers in each of {he counties
and  Dhave somebody teach on how we iunterpret  gcoripture
today, how we interpret moralily, how we interpret the
sacramental 1Tife, &f cetern; bavansge reuewal was oalled
for in all aspects of 1he Catholic 1ife. These classes
turned out to be veiy heart-varming exzperience, because
there vere go muany paople interested. Ti also  boecanme
gitite a task Lo oryanize all of 1he centers.

Father Conley had come to the diccese from a parish



experience 1in  Conneaunt. One of ihe rthings that he
real ized from his experience in the parish, was that
thaete was a vedal neesd on the diocesan level 1o have a
regource center so that people could get vesouraes that
weta not available ab the parishes. We began with a
amall  Tibiary wiih 53000 whioch bought ten £ilwmg in
1970. T was algoe in CCD or religious educatiou at  this
rime: still direcling teacher irvaining programg, vigliti-
ing parishes, and seeing how T could help the teachers
Tn the maan Uime, we weie trying to build up a 1ibiary
Ve hegan sea: ching For funds,

Father Philip Conley and Father James Kolp worked
particularly hard with {he Bnights of Coluabus, aud
were able to begin a process wherehy the EKnights of
Columbus contribubed a gignificant grant sach year For
the specific purpose of purchasing wmedia--audio~vigual
maedia., The diocvese Funded the library books. The
¥nights of Columbus funded the audio-visualg. 1'm sure
somaebody else i FiLl1ling vou in about the gsuperintend-
ani pesition being changed to Bishop Hughes.

e e, T's giving youn ay own axperience in  religions
cducation. T wovked in the CCD capaclty for ten vears,
val.i? 19876, Qur library offilcially staried +du 1970,
That's when Ffunding began, T+ oo became appavent
thai T was not able fo handle {he lTibrary and COD.  So,
we hired o librarias, Sister Mary Catherviune Bloowming,
.M., who was theie I bellieve, Lwo vears, dveciing hhe

Tibrary. We  aleso bhad a marvelous lay  woman, Clara
Ross, who  hegan very soon afrer Tthe library was set
up. She was responsible Tor aivreculation, packaging,

sending things by UPS, cataloging, and that sort of
thing. After a few yeais, In 1976, Sigter Maiy Cathev-
ine Blooming, H.M., Teft, By that tiame, we had already
hitved olher persons to help us wiih the religious
education  in 1he diocoge: Father Bob Bonnot  was  di-
tecting  adult edveation. Sigter Mavy Fllen Paulys was
assisting wiith Youlh Miusigtry, aud Sister Tin Howley
ditected religious education in the Caiholic gschools.

Lied mer back up a 1iltle, T 1972, there was a wajior
change in the stiruciure of the education department of
ihe diocese. Up uniil 1972, religiong education, ¢CD
and  adnlt eduacaticn, was under the direction of Lhe
superinteudent of schools, Tao 1972, the education
department was broken into two departmoants: a Depa:t-
ment of Religious Fducation with Fatber Philip Conley
as the Director; and Lhe Deparviwment of Education, with
Wi Jack bugensiaoin as the Superintendent of Cabholic
Schools. Rolh of these departments were under the
jurisdiction of Biglhop William Huygbes, Vicar for Bduca-
lion.

When Sigler Mavy Caitherine Teoft for another minigtry, T
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had already been in CCD work for ten vears. T  had
visited every parigh at least once, many of them ithree
or four times. T thought il was time for me to change,
so T applied for the pogsition of Director of the Ti-
brary. T was the Director of the Library from 1976
unti? 1990, when I retired Frowm thal position. Since
1990, the new Director 1is Sistev Madeline UWuller, K.M.
T still am ou the staff as a coensultant woikionoyg ihe Lwo
days a weak., T asgisl people wbho necd help i delar-
mining what media ihey would Tike to use.

T need Lo know what vear you attended Youngsiown State
University.

I graduated in 1956,

Was there schola ghip moncy available?

T wouldn't know that, hecavse ab thalt tine, {he ¢commu-—
nity took care of all the bLillae. T know ithat T {00k
some: of the courses at 8&t. Jobn's Colleage in
Cleveland-~-8ft. Jobn's College 18 no Jlonger in exist -
ence-—- but  wr bad some wmarvelous metrhods courses there
in the summeriime. T couldn't tell you when T started,
but I gradinated in 1956, T went to Notre Dame the
following vear.

Okay, vour first assignmenl . What wasg  vour  roeac-
tion? How 4did vou feal?

In Freaching?
Were you plessaed?
T said wy Fivst assignment was St. Chavlas.

Were you ploasad?

Lok me take that back., T forgot that T had bean atl
St. Columba for a few months. T statted in January at
St.  Columba in 1952, A sisten who was there who
bevame 111, T replaced her. We were all sislers in the
school . At that time 1P was ithe old school buildiug
Jagated on the corner of Blw and Rayen where the dioce-
gan parking Jot is now. That's where T started, That

was Jin  1952. That year, St. Columba butli the new
school  where the tibrary ig now. Twenty years later,
there was no St. Columba school. Tastead, the Depavrt-
ment of Religlous Bducation moved futo Lhe same build-
ing whevre T had started out. T was at S8i. (Columba
there only From Jannarvy until the end of the year. §t.
Chailes opened in 1953, and T wag lhere Ffor four vears.
T've bheen A priwary tooacher all my teaching 17 Fe.

s this the age group that you would have l1iked Lo have
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tauyght?

T rveally didn't know what 7 would 1like to  tFeaclh. 1
really Joved leaching. 1 loved every minute of ifr. Tn
those davs, we had huge classes. There wele S0 wmany
childien and nol enough space, so0 we were alwavs crowd
243, Yet, it's amazing when 1 see the graduates of
some of these schoolsg o . . bow well they've done., 7T
wans always a Tirm believer fthatr a ohild necsded fo get a
good foundation=--a yood beginning. T Ffell very gstrong-
Ty  that every child should learn to vead. TL wasn'i
unt it qgquite a bHit laler that T heard people talking
aboui , "Woll, this ¢hitd is a non- reader.” T never had

an ezxperiencs of a ¢hbild being a non-reader. Never.
We tanght phonics from the time T staried to teach, T
don't know whether thal was a help or not. We had the
children grouped. e had thyee lovels, hecauge oot
everyvhbody was reading on the same Tevel, But, eaevery

child in Flisgl grade could read. T asvjoyed the experi-
enee.,

Mid yvou ever icach high school?

No. T started oul second giade, Lthen U turned to first
girade. From St Charies, T went to S8t. Patrick's, T
think, for one year; to Tumaculate Conception--T was
thaerae fo1 by years: 8t. Roge in Girard for four

years:; and at 5L, Tuke's in Beardman for one year.

-e

No administralive work?

Mo, Wone, My edoncation pirepared we 1o be an admin-
istrato; , but T did noi have auy administiaiive role  in
Lhe schoolg,., T was put intoe adninistvalbtion when T went
Lo work for the dioccesae.

Throughout, you wele appointed? You could not choose?

At that time-—iu L1966, 1he sisters were appoinbed T
BUDPOSE, Lf somebody had a problem with their assign-
ment . they could talk about it; but it was a day  when

we lhought we did God's will iF gomebody else told as,
"This is where you are going.'" Now, thal 's  soaewhart
ay chaic,  Thalt's where we wera iu 1956, Now  everyhody
makas devisions it consulitalion.

Did Vatican 13 change this? That yvou had a say in it?

Oh, very much so. VYes. A1l the documents speak of
individuality of the petson. T don't want to say thal
e o were  called to iadividualiswm, because there is
always the concern of what is for the good of the
commnoi by, What 's good for the communibly  and  vhal'g
goed  For wme bas to ke balanced., Maybe T dou'l see
somelhing importanit and perhaps someous souneplace slse



hags A graatetr visiopn of the minilsiry. Today there's a
1ot of  such exchange. Plus, T think we can  hocone
hlinded ourselves. We might get too engrogsed 1n one

minigtry, T might Tove 1o teach firgt grade and not
want to give it up ever . T left the grade school to
go into adwinistiation at the diocese, but T loved
teaching. But then, [ love doing what T'nm doing now.

Somehow, T think God works in all that, and fthat T'ns
doing what T should be. Adninistration was reallvy a
challenge. 11 seemed Tike a challenge at that §ime.

Do you feel that, due 1o Valdican I7, voun lost a lot  of

giglers?

T'm not sure that we lest the gisrters because of  Vati-
L)

c¢gn TI. I think there's been such a cultural  change

P oul country. 0w culTtmea has becomsa so  muech a
cud bur e of  individualism. Tustani grrat ificatrion.
There's a Tol of that S, 1 thipk that the Tlack of
vocations can  boe more cultural than the change  from

Vatican T1. T'woa Firm bollavey that Vatdican TT s the
bhoesi thing that happeaned.

You do?

Oh, very much so. We neadad 1he change. We needed to
go back to the carly church, to see how 1bhe earliy
churceh as begun and what ibhe thinking was al that time.
So  many aberiationsg occurtred over the centuries  which
noacded o be ¢leacned out. These ceitainly weren't  of
the spirit. T belisve the Spitdit s veryv active 1 owm
Tives even foday ag the Spirit was aclive in the early
churah T thirnk we woere all called to Took abt whatoves
wier  wate  doing .. . ginudy i1 oand see which way  wa
should be godng.

¥ou  don't Fael that the lack of structure of  telling
vou wheu to pray and when to do something eise. . . 7
W, because prayer is building a velatcionshiopn with Cod.
That has Lo bhe Individoal., Tt cannot be dmposed hy
soweone alse, We may all have been gathering together
and saying pravars, but 1hat does not mean that we were
P aving. Recauge prayihy is a velail tonship which  vou
build, which vou develop; vou ceommunicatre with God.
Tt has to cvome from within vou, fiom within each one of
us . Utimately, iF you wani to build & relaiionship,
you hnave to get vime aside every day for God to  build
with  communication, Just ago, in order to waintain a8
Fricadship on a human Tevel, you have to communicate.
We have Lo make The time. T think ii ig very individu-
al.

Bo, T can't say that 1 pray lessg than 7 did heTore. [
Ffeel asg thougb my velationghip with God has yrown since
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T am responsible Ffor any aclions. T think we have an
uobligallon to each other 1n religious Tife, We acale -
hrate Mass every day here at this convent! and at Catho-

Jie oty cheg throughout the ity and 1he diovese, I
is suppoitive to be with ofhers at some time to pyay as
a group. That is more to Ful1Fill that «¢all  when

Cliyiat said, "When two o1 three are gathered, T am 1iv
the widst." That does nol mean that Christ s not i
agach  wne of us, but T think vwhen two o three  are
gabthered, we become a commnudiy. We shave our  hopes
and dveams and our velationghip witlh God together. T
think a renewal was very much needed, T lhink we have
a ygreater opportunity to grow spiritually. bevause now
we  arve vesponsible For ourgelves. I have to  «oniinue
to build my relationship with God. Somebhody else can't
build i Tor wae.

Since  yvon feel that Vaticao TT was o posilive, what
was daily 1Tife 1ike bhefore Vativan TI7?

Well, tluere are gsome bizarrve hings that T rthink of.
Mot going bhome. That was sometbing that our  Foundsv
St. Angela Merici naver intended.  She Tived dn the
homes with the wmoithers she iaught. Tronically, most of
the aberrations [weve those] tuposed by nen on  reli-
gions women's communities. When T first entered the
teligious communibty, wy 1elationship was with God. The
sitange things T overlooked. T ieally didn't thiank too
much about 1L, bovause go many ofhel people were doing
the sane thing.

You didn't question it,

You didon't guestion 1!, REverybody was doliny The sgawe
Fhing.

What aboul ihe habit vou woroe?

T didntl Tike 11,

i was biIue, vight?

Ours was black. Buat again, it was one of fhose Lhings
vou tolervated ii., The Firgt time that T came here with

wy  earvitiags  and uy rhinestone pins on ny  shoess,  and
1hings Tike thar, pecwule woudeled where T came f1owm;

hecange L hal was not fthe way people dresgsed around
here. But that was wmy experience. 8o, again T looked
upon it as, "This ls what vou have to do if you wanl (o

=g

worlk Toil the church.

1"

S, I put up with it, bul T can't say that it was a
necoeggary  part of it. 1 did not come {o  the convent
with a praconceived voiion off a gister. Thaeoe weroe  po
aigters  Lhat T had seally cloge contact with uoptil 7T
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was a yoeung adult. T vhink so wmuch of "whal a sister
is, " s culiiural rather than religious I ¥know the
sistars who were vwvary opposed to babilb o¢hange usually
bad parvents and brothevs ot sisters who were opposad.
They had one iwmade of a sisler, and that's what they

.

wanted to hold onto. They didun'il wani iteo change.

Bui, my moirber mpade an ohgervation thai T nevel
forget. My molher s gone now, bnl whon we weie Lhiak
ing of ¢hanging, T said, "Mom, whak would vyvon think i5°f
we  atopped wearing our veils?"  She  salid, "Wall, T
t

don't kunw., T don't ¢are what vou do. That's noit fo
me Lo say.” Tt was just a non-issue, and vet 1i was a
volalile dssue here v the ity of Youngstown, This

cily is very ethnic, Peovle had very gstrong feelings
about diess. People who always hod gigiers when bheay
went ro school and gisters who gove ihe habit, valuead

the  habiti. So, in wy Judgment, Lhe fFfeelings about
habits  are couditioned by culilural  experisnces. O
Foundeic did nol waear a babhiit., 8She thought we sheould
dress  like everybody else.  Stmple ciovrhiug, but Lhe

clothing of the womnan of 1bhe dayv.
Now, what alout the blve habit sisier style?

The Hunility of Mavry Sisters. Ti's just a different
copmunity,

They were Fraenoch.

That 's 11ight. Our origin is French, too. Angela Marid
ci, our Foundiess, is from Tealy Rut, the Fouudat ion
spread all through Tuarope. The Ffonndatvion That came o
this country was French, so we bhave that @much  of 2
French background. When Vatican 1T called ns  to  go
bhack to ont foundiess, to Angsla Merieil in 1535 fov us
Urgnlines, we had to auk, "What did angela de?” Angela
laft very good coungeis or ditecrives for lhe religious
women who followesd her.

So in 1535, ghe did not wear a habit?

That 's  Light. She wore the gardh of rhe woman of  the
day . . . the c¢lothing of Lhe peasant  woman of the
day.

Why would. . . 7

T WG imposed by men latelr oo aon who {hought I hai
sigters should be in a ¢loigter - ~that meani not going
home and staving within a conveot--and wearing a habit.

T was very happy when ve changed 1o rvegular c¢lothing

Nid vou go into suwits afiler that?

—
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Yes, suils, Wel1, Filret 1t Wwasn & modi Fied
habil-—-sbort, but stiil1 a veil. Dventually, uve changed

1o contewporary olothing. Bt , we always had Lhe
option of changing, because there were some sisbers
who wnuld have been devagtated with a change. That

habit Is very Luapotiant Lo thew.

Some s1111 wear the habit?

Oh, yvoas.

I have saah somne.

There are slsters vight here in our house. There
arc mostly retirved sisters. So, we have some sisters
who ave Up in yvears and would uever think of noi  wear -
Ing a habii; but thal isg alright if they find it to be

important.,

No  you foel any differently towards lhe others--the
oltheir nuns that dou'l choose bo?

Noe, T don't feel anyitbhing differcotly.

Do they feel differenily towards you?

T don't Lhink so. ¥ they de, they aever express
Pt They treat me very npicely. T was a 1ittle con-—-

carned  abont  rhal, becansge when T Tived 1in swmaller
house at the rguline High School convent, nobody theve
was  in  a habit. 8o [ was coucernaed  about whet her

they'd Ffeel Lhat T was a radical or something. T
dJecided Lthat 7T sheouldn't e makiug 1t a problam So, T
dregs  professionally when T'm at work, but  when T'u
working here on ay flowers, T wesal casnal clobhes,
Diogg  was a problienm in the early days of change, but
it’'s a noa-igssue today. We're doing whai Angela Jdid.

What were vour living guarters Tike in the Youndstown
Diovesea?

TMiving guarters?
Just dally 1ife, because vou sald it wam 9877

[Tt wasl 1966, bnt T didn't live at the Youngstown Dio
cesea, We have convents at different places. I Tived
at 74% Bryson, the convent 1ight next to Ursuline High
Svhool. Al that time, we had a Tot of gistevs. Thele
were  twenty~-two of us in  that coconvent. Everybody
excaepl  aygelf taught at the high school. Now, theve
are two sigters at the high school.

I lived ail. St.

But, T alse Tived in other convents.
atiick's. Those were

Fose, Gitard, apd T lived at 8t. F

13



the only other conventg, becaguse T commuted to 8t

fiuke's aud st. Chavies Trom the molther house. Living
there was Just like this, except that there weren'it as
wany people. Theve were wnmany  more  younger paople,

becauge in the 1960's we had Targe nuabers--like twenty
Ol thirty people aonter ioyg the convent 1o one  year.
Vhen T euteroed in 1949, there were only two who eon

ey ad, but  these Targe gronpg cawme in Tater in  the
1960 's. HMany of those people did not stay. They woroe
dattght in the iransition., Tirangilion bines are always
AifFicutt for yound people. Maybe they were too yvoung.
The fact ithat I was older o . . T alyeady thouyht
things through el Ly much before T made the decision
ro enter the religiouns 1ife. People talk about  having
cheliw orisis. Crisis of fairh, ¢risis of, "Should T do
this? Should T do that?" 7T never wvent through that. T
think 7 aliready went through it earlies

fo as Far ag lhe assiynuenis in the Youngs!own Diccesea,

il was edvucatlional, and thoen later, iF was adminlustra-
ive work:’

—_

Vs, in religions  edncalion. t's  atill] cducration,
but religious educal Lon. T always felt that nmy expeii
ence 1o Leaching 1 a Cathelie schoeel was vely wosi

tive. T JTiked it. T thought the gchools were vup
marvelonsly well., [They were] good schools. Bvoery--

ihing was pogitive abour the schools. That experience
of working with c¢hildren was very heloful when T stavt -
ed tTto work in the administration of CCD. T ovisited
pvalishes with CCD programs, and I vigited classroons.
T  had the previocug experience to be able to help the

teachetrs in their Leaching fechnigues.

You said  the school zysiewm vas very organized, and it
reaglly did flourish . . .

The Catholic school.

. . was that bacause the Youngstown Diodese was very
structured and had & yood foundatbion?

Fwenld atbtribute thalt Lo Bishop Maloue. Bishop Halone
iz A very oldanized pelson, and he's very much  con-
cerucd  abount individuats. o konows people very well,
speaks to evelyvono, and when he vag Superintendent  of

Schools, he designad a very strructured and centrallzed

system. The cent)yalizatlon came from the diocesan
offloe. Tveryone in the diocese Tollowed the diivee-

tives From the diocese. The directives reqgquired a lot
of record keeping and a Lot of data gathering from  way
hack in the 1950'gs,

TheraeTolae, you contd gee lhe trends., You could see
vhat was happoening. T would aitiibute that vigion ro
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Rishop Malone.

al figure da the

Who do yow belleve was the centr
s Fformation?

Youngstown Diocese . . . in it

Ty +dit'z ecarly forwabtion, it ceriainly wouwld ba Dishop
MeFadden who came frowm Cleveland. [Me would bhe]l 1he
vty eariiest one, bl Bishop Malone has beeuw heve [for
a  long time. HWe wag bishop at lhe time wheuw we had
Lhis influx  of population and had the need for  maoy
parishes. That's when many new parishes weie estab-
Tished, as well as the schools.

Plus, Bishop HMalorne was ap educator. He has a PLH.D. in
Bducat ton. He had the abilily teo communicate. He kitew
what he was talking aboul wheu he was gliving direc-
tives. He always had other people to help him. Sister
Mayvy Hughes was opne of them. Sister Jsiome Corcoran
was another sister who worked with him verv closely. 7T
never worked directly with Dilishop DMalone. Bishop
William Mughes fFollowed him., Rishop Hughes followed
Bishep Malone as suberintendent of Schoels, and he was
a wmarvelous person. He wags the one whe hoecame  tLhe
Firsit principal at Cavdinal HMooney IIigh School and
tater became superintendent of schools, e wag a very
hard worker. He was olganized. Ne very much f£ollowed
rhe foolsteps of Rishop Malone., Both are very Fins
men. So, as far the dgreatesl influence on the diocese,
T would say Bishop Malone. That's in regard ho  Catho-
Tie schools.

Theire s another program for students in public schools
who are getiting their relidvious education just as T

did. T never went to Catholic school other 1han  the
Uhiversity of WVoti1e Dame. We always had religious
ingstrncetion in  the parish where T Tivad. T'm  gnre

every pairigh had a program, bul Blsgshop Malone was the
one who set it up ag a Tormal program Lhat was i be
held din every parish. T know in 1957, we had records
in the CCD office of parish CCD vrograms. The OCD  was
fo. c¢hildren in grades K thiough twelve. It wasn'ft
anli1l  later, uulil afier Valican TT tLhalt we provided
adult  ecducation.

Today, veligious eduncation is nuch more adult educarion
iather than child-cventered. We're still working with
children, but we're very much concerned about the
teachable moments For adults. When a child was to he
baptized, for exauple, 11 used o be that yvou just cane
in and gave your name. There was no instructiou. Now
there 13 a procvess hal peopls go lhrough., The pavenis
and the sponsors of the child meet sevelal times usual-
Iy Lo discuss how yvoun pass on bhe Faith to vour ohild.
The same thing is tiuve when a child is receiving the
sacraments of reconcillation or fhe sacrament of Tucla



riat, The: parents meel , as well as the children. The
idea behind that ig that the patents need to know what
they are cvallied to pass on to the ¢hild ag Catholics.

There's a whole olther thing that's going on in parish-

25 . Prnople say we have a vatechumenale process or  we
have an adveul program, ot they might say thev have an
ongoing  scrlpture study prodran. They 't e practicing

Cathelics, bul they Just want to know motve about ihe
BRible and what the Bible ls saving for then today.
Therae are all kinds of Bible siudy g:oups thal are just
ongoing. The Jdiovvese has media in Lhelr libvary that
helps people to do the programmiung. Theve aie videos
which provide input from biblical experls who give a
commentary on scriptural passagesg. The uvroup discusses
and asks, "What is that saying to me today." That's
the type of adnlt education that's yoing on in parish-
ey, soweltimes stavted by the administrailive team, otber
fimes by Lntereslied ludividuals.

T said earlier that i 1977 the diocese began 1o have
directors of religious education on a parish level.
Tn 1972, we started by having seven pavishes with a
professionally prepared teligious education direcior.
Today we have fifty-zisx.

Ne you believe that that's the greatest changes you've
geen in the diocese?
Tt's a wajor oue.

A major clange.

T would say the major change which occourred was Vativan

ITI, din mnmy experlience with the diocese. That event
¢olored everything else we did. That would he {he
ma joirr change. But, the ocutgrowth of Vatican TT was

greater lay involvesment and professional religious
educatroryg.

Thege are people gith a mastrers degree  in  religious
astudies or theology. In our diocess, sone peoplde  dowe
into the divcese willhh that background, but our depart
ment of religious educatlon provides extension  courses
so people can receive a mastel s degree in religious
studies or pastoral ministry. Wo have an undergraduate
system with Uraenline College in Cleveland. We run  the
extension 1n oul diccaesgn. Nifferent places. Qour
Ursuline Motherhouse 18 usoed a yreat deal for the
courses, but  centersg are also establisheaed in  other
cities

Once  a pergon has an undergi aduate degreae, a  masbers

program iz available through Loyvela Univervsity in New
01 laans. Ioyola provides extension progl ans all
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through the United Stares. That's anothe:s opporitunity
for people, as I gaid earlier. . . . T think we have
gsomething like Fifty-eight people who have graduated
thiough the program. This is another form of adult
education . . . these people becowe Tleaders of  the

parish. T said earlier that there has beeu a mwajor
change in the role of the laity. Tt used to be that
the priests would hold the Jeadership positiong. They

tan the pariasgh. The gsisters were next in  leadershinp
rales, and now it's the laity. T'd say thal more 1han
half  of 1he people taking college clasmges un religion
gre lay people. These peopls ecarn a masiers degree N
1eligious studies. At the very end of Llheir couLse
work, they can branch off iutroe pasltoral ministry. Ry
pagtoral ninistvy, we mean people who do minister din
other wayg than religious educaition 11 the pat ish,
e g., visiting the sick

A wmajom change, as T see Lt, s the professionally
vrtepared ditector of 1eligious education or the pasto-
tal minister, who is a membe: of the parish Lleanm iy
adpinister ing the patrish., The parish Leam adminisiers
alementary and high school age Tformation programs, all
sorts  of adult programs: R.COLT.A., Titurgical winis-
tries, and visils 1o the sick, homebound and bereaved.
The pastor no longer is the sole winister; rather, he
18 called to enable other mewmbersz of the team to minis-
ber in their gspecific vole.

The R.C.T.A. is a plocess established in all parishes
af the diovcese, wheveby unon-Carholics ate introduced to
Lhe faith of 1ife of Catholics. The interested person
walks with a gpounsor, usnally aboul a vear, in discov-
etinyg Jesius in tTheir life through the Church. T Lhink
R.C.T.A.

You do?

Yeo.

What do you belicve alded the diocese in it's yrowth?
Ci

Tn jr'

]

growth in which way?

Fxpandiog or. . .,

our mubers have asctually dropped, becauvse so  wany
people have moved out., T don't have the demographtosg
of this area at my fingsrtips, but we've lost Fhousands
of people.

Tn the 1940's?

Aften the steel mills cloged, we bad young people move

out of 1hig area seakiayg employwent, plus  the birth
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raote dropped. So, evervbhody, Catholic schools, public
schools, or CCD . . ., everybody has Toess  obhildren  in
thelir envolluents.

When was {hore a growth?

In the 19R0's and 1960's.

Noe  you believe the Catholic school sygiesn in 1he
Voungstown Diocese aided ils growth, that it veally
pushed it -the formation of schools and keeping tLhe

Lhuildings, morae schools?

1t aided the growih dur lng (he peak time of the Catho-
Ti¢ school populatlion.

Which was the 1960's . .
cese’?

. the peak time For 1he dio

Vg, T'm sure Dr. HWeolgonovich could tell you  that
hal ter. f dou't have any statlistices on  the Catholic
gchool . I just know that there are less chiildren all
over. Just Jike public schools--ihere jusi aren't

childien.  So, the schools acve going down. We usaed  to
have gsixty students in » class when The jdeal 18 1o
more than twenly to thiriy.

Vell, probably the stee) willes . . . do you helieve?
The sterl nills in Youngsiown are what gave the Youngs-
town Diocese a surge?

Obh,  yoes, bul 10 was a ooe Lndustiry ciiy. S0, every-
thing rvelied on the steel wills. When 1he steel mills
cloged, paople wmoved away.

Have you seen the video eutilied "Shoult Youngstown™?

e H

]\\}( 1.

That wight be someihing 1hey would like to view, be-
cause 1t's a Jood higrory of what happened al the Lime
of  the steel milly cloging. The closing had a great

af fect on  our c¢ity. There seens ro be  growth  in
Ronrdman, as you can see much housing golng up i ihart
direciion. T believe the pairiash schools  in Boardman

and  Poland have a hoealthy encollmeut, but  the 1inner
ciry schools do not.

What do you believe has hindured the Youngsiown Dioceso
and does hindeec the diocese?

1 would say unemployment would bae a majo:z Factor, T
think among the yvoung people would ba  whal  vou had
exprassad earliel , o woman's position in the church. 1

think that's a hindrance unril the woman'g role 1is
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clarified a little hit. Awonyg some people--half the
population actually -awmeng that hal? popuiation, there
arae many people who are in great pain, because they do
not feel that ithe vhureh veacognizos the woman's  vight-
ful  role,  Thate ate motre and more minigrerial  roles
Feag woman 1 (hae churcel, bub thoy a1e alwpys  gubordi
nala 1olaes.

B, T can't gee that that 1s goiny 1o change al Lhis
Time. Our  proesent Holy Father has taken a sbtirong
stand against orvdivalion of women. The Chauvceh is 4
part  of our culturs. 7 ithink it i afflicted DLy ow
cunlture's individuaiism: "1 wani whal! T want now." So
often, peoplao alae nol concernad about the common dood,
T think that doesu'l benefit the church. Thal 's a
hasic wvalue being concerned about, yeu and everyvbody
eloe being willing to sacrifice for the good of anoth-
Er Derson. T think that affects 211 of ws, fthe commu-
nity of {he church, bhut also the general conmuniiy.

What was the best pavit of working in the diocese of
Youngatown? HMavbe vousr besi assignuont.,

I can'i aay what was my bhest sassignment, hecause T
Toved then altl. T loved doing what T was doing.

That was the besl pavlt of the Youngstown Diocege?

T wounld say wmy experience with the diocese was  working
wiih g0 many good peoble Thers ave 56 many
paople - T'm talkiog about the six counties of Northoeast
Ohio who volunteery theilr tine Lo Leach religlous educa-
tien 1o children, who ithey did not kaow, when thoey
began to teach. You know, theyv'ite not Lhair own kids;
they are seuebody @lse’s kKids. To we that was alwavs a
hoost to see that Faith in people. T think that this
dedicat ilon oulwedighs lhe negative things thal we were

Lalking abhout. I also see faith in young people. our
depairtment degigns youth conventions sach  vyear since
Levz.

T was vecenlly looking al o video whore some kids wvere
exprassing  thei:r ewpetrience. T heard this young wan,
who ds ygoing to be graduating, say Uhat hls  expericnce
i vorking on this teanm ieally wmade him so  wuch wmove
avare of  how much bigger rthe world s than himsae!F and
gay how he wauts to countinue {o growv in his knowledyge
of God and his Faith Tife and conbtinue to do something
for  the chuich as he goes to college and whalever he
yats involved in. Thoge kiud of silalements keop coming
up from young people over and over again. So, you gee
there dg so much of that kind of goodness,

3

T wag veiy pleased that we did heave he joesource Cen-~

ter,  because 1L winiasbtzrs Lo so  many people. our
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resolrve oenler ig Jovated ai 22% Blm oun the fivst
Floor of what used to he S51. Columba school. Ti's half
ofl the firgt floor. We have all kinds of audio visuals

aind  books. S0 many people come in  looking  Foi e~
SONTORS, Tr's affirming to see thal they find  the
Tibraty of wvalue. 24 Jot of people come Fo pick up

books for rheii own anrichment. They read profound
materials., I'm ihivking of four coupies in Canton who
once  a  amobdih weet in one or the olher's  howe. They
take a vidoo out, and ithey discuss it. TL  could be
someihing on one of vhe Gospels, i1 wight be a  chuvceh
history, ot it might bhe "Whal is our belief?" 1  find
that Lo be very affivming in knowiag that there are
Toteg of people out Lthele who are very inlerested in
rheir faitb Life. There is a young man who comes +to
the Tibrary who ig always looking for something on
spiitdtuality, deep spivitualtiiv. T know there are many
people Tike that., We have all these people taking
college conrses, and they'ie lTooking for materials all
of the time. T also sece all the olher kiuds of peovle
who ¢ome in. They waul 1o grow in theis faiih experi-
ence and grow closer to God., Thig T £find vevry affirn

ing . T Tike workiug with peoplea. Since IT'um  retired
and  working only two days, T spend nost of oy time
assisiing people. Ti's very rewarding.

-

When I was working in CCD, T found it very rewarding
to go 1o the parishes. T alwavs visited the class-
roons, and Adhen, wet with the faculty afterwards. That
was @ good expericnce. T lToved doing ihat, becausce T
saw all the goond; and T algo Felt Lhat J was able to
help the veople who had questions. Because the parish
people can't vome Lo Youugstown, T went (o ihei:r place,
Like Ashtabula, Canton, or East ILdverpool, or whoeraver.
T was able to see what thel: needs weoLe, Ti's been our
philosophy in the departiment of 1eligious educalion to
ba a scivice department. The ildea is that we provide
st vices to lhe peopla--whai ever their neads alo. S0,
T went witlh the norion of lisiening to see what Lhei:r
neaeds were. 1'd bring i1hat back and try to Fill those
needs.

Have you bhad any bad ezperionwes with the diocoeose? Ts
there a worst parl of working at the dioccese?

A worsl pavt?
You.

Wee  never have enongh money. That's always a nrobleam.
1 would say Lhat that's the only negative thing. Some
Limeg, when vou want soweihing very badly, vpariicular-
ly in regard to salarics for the lay people who work
thera, you feel Frustrated That's painful. We have a
good ralaliocnship with onr support staff —-our secre -
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taries, TIn our departwent, presently we have a  divocg-
tor whe is Barbh Walks., She's the Ditecior for ithe
Departimaent ; the Resource Center is part of the Depart-
ment  of Religious Hducation. We have Sister Zoe  Ann
Reitev. H.M., who ig a consultani to parishes in  threw
counties. We have Tom Sautline, who is a consullant Fo
the other rbhree countioes,

Theo,  wae bave Hileean Bodendor For, who plansg  all  Fhe
adull  education comvses. We'ie having a large gather-
ing, what we call Catechetical -Tdturgical day atr  Rent

onn this cominyg weckend at Kent Stale Unlvergity, Wea
are  going to have about a themsand people there, Tr

will altract people who ate invelved ag Catechists  and
any other adults who are interested in a variety of
topiles, We'll probably have forty or fifty workshops.
Father Tow Brezhnev i coming from Chicago to give the
kaeynote address. This day takes a lob of work to pull
i i tp the Christian Formation seiies,

it ofd Hileen selts
and she also coordinates The college programs which
provide vredits 10 carn a degree,

Then, there Lg the Tibravy Sister HMadeling Muller
who is the diieclior now and myselif, who works as part
time. We also have a support staff.

Are there any changes that yvon would have liked to have
seen and did not? Or howe to sea?

T wonltd  hope to see . . . when you say diocesa, T
think of the people of Lhe parish, because T ihink
diocese 1 mece of a4 structinie wherte we arse the adwmin-
igiractive centralized staff. But, rthe church and 1he
dlocese  1s out there. Bach one of these varvishesz--1iu
Geneve, in Garrettsville --that's wheve lhe chureh 1s,
and  that's where lhe diocese is. T would like 16 geo

the diocese . . . all of those people . . be aware of
the Tact that 1here are so many opportuniiies fov
growth din  thelr relatiownship with Cod. Fvarybody

should Thave an opportunity {o grow closer to God and
not  gel discouraged with the coaditions of the world
or thelr kides. There are so nany good kids ont  there.
We hear aboul the swall pelcentage who get in trouble,
but there are  so many other kids who don'{  gel  in
t1ouble,

So, 1'd Tike to see the strengtheving of Ffamilies.
Some  of them do need help to know how to do  that. T
guags  that's whal 7' {ike lo geae. T can'i think of
what T'd like to see changed in the diocesan struciurae.
T eertainly wouldn't wanl it to grow anymore. T fhink
that we have enough offices ag il is. It would he nice
to have mote aoney fo opriata., We'te 10 ovonomic  hard
times. Poople are doing with Jless, and the chuvch

ghoinld  be deing with less. So, I ihink that's okay.
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Mayhe that's all we're calted to do No what you can
with what vou have.

We have a beautiful favility. It's been rveuwovated, and
Lhey've planted heautifal {flowers all arcund. T  vou
haven't gseen it, you shonld see Lefore the frogt  hits
it. They buili ihe boxes up where 11 used 1o bhe all
conct ete, TL's  jusi s  beantifal envii unment all
around. Our pltace was renovated in 1989, The libiary
ngad o bhe scattered down the fiitst floor, but now it's
all in one place. You should stop and sec usg on  a
Monday or Tuesday. That's wheo T work.

Olkay.

T rhink Lhat religious education is healthy. You often
iead abhout bow jlliterate kids are . . T'w not  aure
if vou have to be able to answer a1l of ihe qguestions
when il comes to faiih 1ife, because freguently the
graeglions ave mnisTeading. As lonyg as we work to  help
children and adnlis develop a i1elationship with Cod,
understand rthat they ave very lmportant in the eyes of
God, and they are very precious oigatures, we have
minisrries. The doctrine can come later. We have a
whole life time 1o learn. T think there avre a ot of
pogitive +Lhings in the chu ch. Tt would be helpful,
bt T'm not sure if the Joly Spirvit ls leading us  in
this way. I rould be nice if wa had more vocations to
religious Tife and lo the priesthood, but wmavbhe God 1s
calling Tay people to be diavolved more in the churah.
We know the early chuveh was mads v mostly of  lay
peoapliea.

Somchow lay people got pushsed out. TFhe veligions  and
the ordained seeuwad to bave had all of the roles. T
thiuk God is i the widst of all of ns and is working
through all of ug. Mavbe his gpirit is saving thal we
don't need so mahy priests and religious. Therae alLe
other people out there who are also growing in fajith,
2.¢., see our diveclows of religions education who ave
competent it all Fields-—-theclogy, scriplure, and
evel yihing-—-T van sece Lrenendous growth,

T'd be  happy if our economy would be bheiter so we
wouldn'l have so much poverty. We're more ¢oncerned
about the global wor1ld and poverty, llke in Somalia,
and all of the suffering thal goes on in the world.
What c¢can we do about it? T know there's a trend not
te  be iluvolved in social dgsues today, hut T think
there 1s need te vead 1hose Gozpels agaln and see how
those Gospels do call us Lo care for each other aund
care for everybody. Tt just breaks my heart to zsee the
sltavviug Lhalt  goes ow Then, wve bave {liese  poveriy
packets  iu our neighborhood. T'm sure Lhe same +thing
is true in other oiilies. TE you talk to Sigier Jeroue,
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she wotks with inoev-city children and wmothers vnha  arve
g0 often single melhers. Her project is noet affiliated
with the c¢hureh, but she's doing the work of  Gaod.
Very much  So.

S, yvou koww, I wish we didie't have poverlLy, and T wigh
we  didn't have alienatl iton anong our Calholics as  well
as lhe general community T yuess what T'un saving is
that 1 wigh we conld all lTive the Gogpe! & Tiitle
cloger . But, we have Lo start with onrselvas,

Tes there anything else that you Lhink we  should
talk aboul that we haven'l ftouched upon?

What T'wm trying to think about are the major Trends.
Vaticau 17, T think was a tremendous agssoet to  the

chureh. T have a very posilive Feeling aboult i, and
400 do all our directoirs of religious education. Some

of our dirvectors of 1eligious education run inte  prohb-
leng 1T they are in a situation where the 1regl of  ihe
team ig nol renewed,. So, the major trends are: Vati-
can TT, ithe professionalizarion of leadeirs, and the
ahiftr 1o adult education. T iwagine with {i1he shift
caused by Vatican 7T, we have wuch greater emphasis
row on psychology and the interaction of all the disci-
plines in developing our faith life. We are whole
beinygs who can'l separate the gpirvitual from the emo-
tional and the psychological. Vatican IT lsg calliang us
to  integrvate the sciences and a1 the disciplines to
help ug understand our velationship with God,

T'd 1ike 10 invite anvbhody who would like 1o come down
Lo gee ithe libravy and see the vesources ithat we have.

Where is this? Blm Streel?

On HElm Siraet 225 Elm. Do you know where the bilsh-
? -y
op's office 1s?

Ti'g the main entrance for the diocese at 22% Blm, Our
pavking leob is across the streaet.

Oh, this 1g Tor the diocase?

Yers., That 's where the Resource Center is.

What fiecoer did you say?

First. When vou go in ithe wmain entrance . . . we have
a veceptionist who is Tegally LTind, but she's very
gensitive 1o sound. I don't think you could get past

her, but iF vou should, yvou will see a  duor mar ked
that 's marked "library." You go thrcough thatl door, and



that's the Religious BWducation Department. 1'd like 1o

ahow vou around,

You're there Honday and Tuesday?

T'm there Monday and Tusesday normally.

Lo yvou work a full day?

The iLwo days that T work, 1 woik a 11 day from
to 4:30. When T veached seventy, T decided i was
te. o0 0

How old are you?

T'm in wy seventv-third . . . 18 thig =2ti11 on?
Thank vou very much, Sister Mary Ann.

Thauk you.

END OQF TNTHRRVIEW
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