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SISTER VIRGINIA MCDERMOTT

Sister Virginia was born in Youngstown, Ohioc in 1915. She
was the middle of eight c¢hildren: Gerald, Margaret, Beatrice,
Joseph, Virginia, Robert, Betty and Bill. Her family 1lived on
the east side of Youngstown and attended the Sacred Heart Parish.
After graduating from Ursuline High School, she entered the
Ursuline Convent a year later.

Sister Virginia chose the Ursuline Sisters because she had
such fond experiences with the nuns in high school. Besides this,
the Ursuline Sisters were in need of teachers. Sister Virginia
had always wanted to be a teacher. Her five sisters were all
teachers and it was assumed that she would become one as well.

In 1939, she started teaching at St. Rose in Girard. For
the next fourteen years, Sister Virginia taught the first grade.
During this time, she received her B.A. in education from §8St.
John College and her M.A. in education from Catholic University.
She left the first grade and was assigned to teach grades nine
through twelve. This saddened her, but she followed her mother's
advice, "Whenever you start to do something new yvou just have to
fall in love with it."

Sister Virginia's second assignment was at Immaculate Heart
in Youngstown. She taught High School Journalism and English.
Her other duties included supervising the school vearbook and
newspaper. After thirty-five yvears of teaching, she decided to
leave teaching and began working at St. Thomas Hospital admitting
patients. Later, she went back to Ursuline High School as office
manager. She 1s presently semi-retired and enjoys reading,

writing and listening to music. -Stephanie Fisher
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S8ister, 1if you could tell me when you were bern and
where?
I was born in Youngstown in the yvear 19215. I was born

inte a family of eight children, one of whom died at
the age of four. The rest of us lived through maturi-
ty.

What side of town did you live on in Youngstown?

We lived on the east side [of Youngstown]. at Sacred
Heart parish.

What schools did you attend?

I attended Shehigh School in the first couple of vears,
and then I went to Sacred Heart school which was newly
built at that time. I finished my elementary school
there. Then, I went to Ursuline High $chool. A vyear
after high school, I entered the Ursuline Community.
Then I went to St. John's College for my undergraduate
work, and to Catholic University for my graduate work a



few years later. It wasn't all consecutive.
What made you choose your particular order?

I believe that the Ursuline [sisters] needed teachers.
I had always wanted to be a teacher. Five in our
family were teachers. I liked teaching. I had learned
te love it because my sisters were teaching. I Jjust
kind of fell into it. But, I did want to go to the
Ursulines. I knew that the Ursulines needed teachers.
They had educated me. I felt that in turn, since I was
going to be a nun, I would be one of them and teach.

What grades did you want to teach?

I wanted to be a first grade teacher. So, I did. I
started out in the first grade after my college prepa-
ration. I started to teach in 1939, I believe. I

taught first grade for fourteen years. Toward the end
of that time, I was into my master's work. The superi-
or told me to get into high school. I said, "Okay., I

would do it." I like journalism and I love English.
Sce, I thought that would be a good <chance to teach
those two subjects. §So, I began to prepare for high
school.

Then, when the time came-—-I didn't really believe it
would happen, but it d4id. So, then I went to high
school. I taught a total of thirty-five years. Seven-—
teen of those were at Ursuline High School. I went
back to nmy 0ld alma mater to teach. I taught English
and Journalism. I taught many students who went into
the field of journalism. I felt a very satisfactory,
very happy career as a teacher. I love kids and I like
to work with them.

In Jjournalism, of course, if you have a course like
that, they automatically give you the yearbook and the
newgpaper . I had those jobs where you really learned
to know the c¢hildren well. You enjoyed them too,
because you are working at off-times: Saturday, Sunday.
All the time we were working either on the yearbook or
the newspaper. Now, I think how crazy I was to take
those two things together. But, I did. I got along.
I didn't win bilg prizes but I had fun, and I got to
know the children. I learned to write. So, I've
always been happy about my career in teaching.

I loved the first grade too. T didn't know hew I would
ever leave the first grade. In fact, the first year I
taught, I said to my mother, "I can hardly 1let these

little children go, they are so dear. They're going
on to the second grade. I felt so sad. They're so
special." She said something I never forgot. She
said, "Virginia, whenever you start to do something



new, vou Jjust have to fall in love with it. Then,
yvou'll always love whatever you do if you Just fall in
love with it." I thought of that many years when I was
reading a book called, A Separate Peace." Which was, I
thought. a c¢lassic book. Do you know A Separate Peace
by John Knolls?

No.

The main character at one point, he says, "Whenever you
love something, it's got to love you back in whatever
way it can.” I think that's a good philosophy of life.
The love that comes to you is the love that you give.
Right?

Right.

I found that very operative in my life. I 1loved the
kids. I thought they thought a great deal of me too
because we enjoyed. If you don't enjoy, [vou should]
quit.

That's right. You said your first assignment was 1939.
Did you say St. John's?

St. Rose in Girard is where I started.
Where did you ¢go from there?

I went to Immaculate [Hearxrt] from there. O0Of course, ny
teacher preparation was inserted in between there.
But, I went to Immaculate [Heart]. I don't remember
what vyear that was. I taught five years at St. Rose
and then I went to Immaculate. I was there for eight
years. Then, I went to Ursuline. That was the whole
of my teaching career. I only had three changes.

Were yvou an administrator at Ursuline?

No. I was a classroom teacher. It was many years
later that I went back as office manager. By that
time, I had almost retired. But, I taught for those
eighteen vyears and many, many things happened during
that period. At the end of that time, I went over to
St. Thomas Hospital and worked in medical records over
there, in admitting. Because I had been in the admin-
istration, I did not want to go back to school. I felt
that the curriculum had changed. I just didn't feel
right about going back and doing more work. That's
what I did.

You never really retire. You are always doing some-
thing different, finding something new, something that
will keep you alive.



Right. You were with the Cleveland Diocese before it
became the Youngstown Diocese?

We were. The only thing that I would know about admin-
istration or administrative policies was that periodi-
cally, someone from the Cleveland Diocese would come to

supervise,. We would be scared to death that we were
going to have a supervisor. But, our connections with
the diocese as classroom teachers was almost nil, even
in the Youngstown Diocese. There was a meeting and you

knew what was going on. They would just tell you what
you were supposed to be doing. If you weren't supposed
to be doing that, you found that out, too.

Everybody was well-informed?

I think so. ©h, yes. In religious orders, you are
well—-informed. Your life is so structured that you do
get to know what you are supposed to be doing. You

don't know everything. You don't know the interesting
things, let's say.

How did you feel to be in a new diocese instead of the
large Cleveland Diocese?

I thought it was great. I really thought it was great,
because Cleveland, even though it's not wvery far away,

was still a distance from us. But to have our own
diocese and to have it right here. . . . Bishop Malone
was the administrator of education. Superintendent,
that's what he was. He came around and saw all the

classroom teachers even though we knew Bishop Malone
from the time he was a young boy. It was kind of
scary. But, you live through those days. I ¢get the
idea of somecne being critical of what yeou're doing is
always frightening a little bit, until you grow so old
that vou say it doesn't really matter.

Did everybody feel pressured, do you believe, to live
up to expectations?

Ne. I don't think so. The ties with the diocese even
then were loose encugh. You work from the diocese
through your principal. 8o yvour principal was the
knowledgeable person who issued directives from the
diocese. You performed just the same as public school
teachers do today. I'm sure. You would go to teacher
meetings, faculty meetings, and learn what is going on
everywhere and about the changes that are being made.
That's part of it all, too. So, there have been many
changes in the diocese down through the years.

Could you give me a comparison of the Cleveland [Dio-
cese] and Youngstown [Diocese] since vou had experi-
enced the Cleveland Diocese?



Just off hand, I would say the distance factor. Al-
though it was just a short distance to Cleveland, we
had very 1little contact with anybody from Cleveland
except the occasional supervision. Even then, that was
only a day. You really didn't bother too much about
it, but you always knew what they wanted. They commu-
nicated very well with us. I thought being part of the
Cleveland Diocese was wonderful. But, I thought it was
great that we had our own diocese.

Dc you have an opinion on the fathers who chose to go
with the Cleveland Diocese and not to stay with the
formation of the Youngstown Dioccese?

I think that was one of the first signs of good free-
dom-~to go where they wanted to go, to be where vyou
want to be happy. I de. I don't really remember who
switched to the Cleveland Diocese from here. I know
there were a few, but I just think people have to be
free to live their own lives. Now, that was before the
movement we called Vatican II. That was even before
that. So, I thought it was a good move toward freedom
to choose, which was very necessary. It's necessary
for anybody's happiness fulfillment.

To begin such an option, there must have been a lot of
negative reaction, or some towards those who wanted
to. . . .

I would say, maybe in the priesthood. But, I don't
think so. I don't think it made much of a wave at all.
I can even remember the names of people who were going
to stay with the Cleveland Dioccese. It was their
choice. I don't think it stirred anybeody very much.
If I were in the diocese at that time, working in the
diocese, I may have known, but the way I got the infor-
mation was, "Okay, we changed."”

Where were you when you first heard that there would be
a new diocese, a Youngstown Dioccese?

I was teaching at Immaculate Ceonception at that time.
How did you receive the news?

I thought it was great.

Were you told by a newsletter?

I think word got out and then we got the official news
that we were golng to have our own bilshop and we were
going to live in a little different feeling about a

diocese. It was like your home. It's part of vyour
home. It's c¢lose to you. So, it has been really
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closge. The diocese doesn't intrude either in our
professional 1ife or our community life to any great
extent. They have to have accountability for religious
orders, They have to have accountability from the
schools that you understand. There was never any

feeling of oppression or domination of any of our
ideas.

To recall, who were some of the central figures?

Bishop Walsh was the new bishop. I Jjust don't remember
who the chancellor was. It was probably somebody who
was in the diocceses. I remember noticing him at first.
He was very Southern. He had come to us from the
Scuth. We Just didn't know him. Afterwards, then,
when Bishop Malone came in, that was different. We
knew him from the time he was a young boy in our high
school.

You went to high school with Bishop Malone?

No. There's four years difference between the bishop
and me. I will remember that because he was in class
with my brother. My brother was four years younger.
So, I always knew. When we meet now he'll savy, "Oh,
vou're not gray yet!" fand T say.] "Ne, I'm not gray
yvet " but he's white. Have you ever met Bishop Ma-
lone?

I've never met him. No.

He's a wonderful bishop. He's getting old now. I'd
imagine he's pretty close to retirement now. But, he's
had a very full life. He hasgs organized the diocese
very well. He organized the school system here before
he became bishop. He was superintendent. He, with his
staff, organized the gsystem that was to be the Youngs-—
town School System. That was under Bishop Walsh.

Do you recall what schools were formed along with the
Youngstown Diocese?

When the separation occurred, different areas. . . .
Canton was one that was attached to the Youngstown
Diocese. I just don't recall all of the places that
were. . . . Salem is in the Youngstown Diocese. All
the area of Northeast Ohio, outside of Cleveland. That
was so long ago, I just don't remember which areas were
to be called the Youngstown Diocese. Cleveland had
rlainly grown too large and is still growing too large.

Still at this time, do you believe?

I think.
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It needs to be secticned off again?

It could still. I think they could. But, not knowing
the doings of either the Cleveland Diocese or of church
organization that way, the diocese and organizations, I
wouldn't even have an opiniocn. It seems te me that
Cleveland is pretty large.

It c¢ould have been a Canton Diocese. Why do you be-
lieve it was in Youngstown, Ohic? [Why do vou believe]
Youngstown became the center and became the diocese?
It's within six counties. Why do yvou believe Mahoning
County was chosen?

Probably Mahoning County is more central to all of
these, I don't know of any other way or any other idea
that we were honored to be the seat of the diocese. It
could have been Canton. I think there was discussion
about Canton. Even later on, there was discussion by
Canton becoming the diccese. Nothing has happened yvet.

Is Canton even larger than Youngstown, Ohio as far as
it's., . . .

I don't know the figures for you. It's large. It's a
very wonderful c¢ity. I don't know just why they would
choge it, but I know there's been talk about Canton. I
don't know if it ever will or not.

Besides location, do you think economically with +the
steel mills that was a factor? Was it the strongest,
economically?

At that time, it could have been. You don't wonder
about a lot of things. I would think the steel mills
would have had some factor in it. So, we were fortu-
nate that it came that way. I suspect though, that if
the seat of the diocese were Canton, it would be simi-

lar to Cleveland, just like Canton now comes to Youngs-
town.

Economically, with the Phar Mor closings and all the
other things; now vyou don't have G.M. who is real
economically strong. If we are a hard-hit depressed
economy in this area any more, is that going to have
anything to do. . . ? Would the Youngstown Diocese
ever be centralized somewhere else?

I don’'t know why they would. They have their offices
here. They are all set up. They could operate from
any place to any place. But, it's very true that our
school was in c¢losing.

At first everybody was a teacher. Everybody. If vyou
weren't a teacher, you would go someplace else,. Now,



we're doing ever so many different ministries. Maybe
that's a very good thing because we really concentrated
on the education. Although that was wonderful, there
are still many other avenues of possibilities that we
could go intoe. Everybody was prepared for the teach-
ing. So, most everybody has their undergraduate, and
most people have a graduate degree too. You wonder
sometimes. You say, "Gee, if we had started out in a
different way. what would things have been like?" We
didn't have a hospital to staff, so we didn't have
nurses except for the community. We had teachers.
Even the girls that became nurses were teachers first.
Then, they wanted to be nurses, so they trained as
nurses. Who knows.

What other vocations are the sisters getting into be
sides education and nursing?

They are not getting into any particular ones in great
numbers. I think they are going inte a lot of parish
work now more than. . . . We never had that before,
though. We were never involved in the parish. Woman
was regarded as "good teacher". We always had women as
principals in our schools. The same 1in the high
schools. One of them was a high =school principal.
Now, Cardinal Mooney has a woman as a high school
principal.

But, women were teachers and anything else that came
up. There were orders that took care of other things
like the Humility of Mary or the nurses. They had a
hospital to take care of. Eventually more than one.
Then, they also had schools, which was good. Because,
when a girl wants to enter a community, she has defi-
nitely an idea of what she would like to do. Well, if
she 1l1liked to teach school it's guite different. Not
everybody wants to do that.

What other things? Most of what they do is parish
work, they visit the sick, they go into the hospital,
pray with pecple, bring the sacrament of the FEucharist
to people. They do some organizing in the parishes.
They take charge of the educational program for c¢hil-
dren who are not in Catholic schools to learn somewhat
about their faith.

Do you believe as far as parish work and sisters becom-
ing principals and being allowed tc do things they were
never allowed to deo, is that primarily due te Vatican
II or the shortage of priest=?

I think everything has a little bearing on it. With so
many things that have happened in the church, now,
especially, the decline of vocations, as sisters de-
cline for the schools, you had secular teachers going



into the schools. They had to have a salary that was a
living salary. We worked for a very cheap salary for
long years because there were many of us. We weren't
working for the salary but we had to live. Then, as
the vocations declined in the sisterhcod, the secular
teachers had to be paid more. Everything contributed
to the closing of the schools. Parishes cannot afford
to pay salaries that the public school pays. Who knows
why? I don't. But, I think everything that touched on
it a8 1little bit, contributed to the decline of the
schools. Finally, they seem to be going out of exist-—
ence.

Yet, there are very many other things that can be done
to help people. Now, we have to spread ourselves a
little further, I think.

So, what i1s the situation right now with the Catholic
school systems in this area?

We have a couple schools that are going to be amalga-
mating. There is parish tension about that because
preople of Immaculate and Sacred Heart will be amalga-
mating. That's going to be hard for the people who
want their own school. 8t. Patrick's ig another one
that's having a dreadful strife to keep open. Yet, the
people want that school open. It's doing a very fine
thing down there. There are many. many Black people in
that area who go to the Catholic school. They feel
it's safer for their children. They are going to get a
good education. They are all Baptists but they are
going to Catholic schools. It's just the willingness
to deo that for their children. 8o, that school is kept
open. It's very sad that it will have to c¢lose prettiy
soon. We are going to make a struggle to keep that
school open for another year. Those people are so0
grateful. It's hurting. It's hurting a lot of people
too, to give up what they've been accustomed to for
thelr children. I dare say that there will be for all
of them a very fine education when they go into the
public schools.

Nevertheless, there has been special concern that the
sisters will be there for years and years, and that the
people will grow accustomed to the same teachers 1like
they have in the past. Now, the sisters are not there
for warious reasons. Who knows, each one is an indi-
vidual when she leaves the school. 8She is going into
is something she wantsgs to do, T think. Nobody is ever
forced to do what she doesn't care to do.

Is it the same situation with the other five counties
when they close any consolidating schools, the Catholic
schools?
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I don't think as much, See, the economics here are
real bad. I think Youngstown has been hard hit. I'm
sure in every one of the counties there 1is trouble
there with the schocols. If we had enough sisters to
man the schools and to take the salary that we could
live on, then I think the schools would stay open.
There was a glorious day [when there was] a sister in
every classroom. That was what people wanted when they
sent their children to a Catholic¢ school. They wanted
a sister. Sisters were well-trained and made wonderful
teachers. This i1s what we've had to do.

Some people would call to us for leaving the schools.
That was just a natural. It just happened naturally.
When I started teaching, I started at £t. Rose and we
had one 1lay teacher there. [She was] a very fine
teacher. Everybody 1loved her and accepted her. Ags
time went on, there would be three, four, five, six lay
persons. Now, whole szschools are staffed by lay people.
So, people will say [that] you may as well have them in
the public schocol. If they wanted a sister for a
teacher. . . . I believe, because I had a family of
teachers-~—-3ll the girls were teachers and ny brother--I
felt that the public school system was egqually good.
Now, we're just a different brand of teachers that's
all. Certainly, [we are] very dedicated. I wouldn't
say more dedicated. I know my own sisters were wonder-—
ful teachers and very dedicated. They would come home
and make things for the children, do things for them.
You had to put yourself out a little bit in those early
days. They didn't have the machinery, they didn't have
things to duplicate. They just had a little gel pad to
duplicate with. If I remember those days, it was
exciting to get that stuff done, even though it was
harder work. It was exciting. I have a great admira-
tion for the public schools because I know my own
family was involved in the public school. My brother
went to Florida after the war. He was a superintendent
of the schools in Velusia County. He loved the school
system and the kids and the teachers too.

So, I have a strong public school background in rela-
tionship even though I was part of the Catholiec school
system. Some of my family were public school products
all the way. We didn't all go to Catholic¢c schools
because it was a belt. I was probably the first one to
go to Catholic school. I really think highly of the
public s=school system. I think in any system you ¢an
have some teachers that are mediocre. You even have
teachers who don't care, teachers who don't like kids.
That's people.

You're not blaming the lack of sisters in the schools

because of choosging other vocations, or is there a lack
of sisters? Is that the problem?

10



That's the problem. That's the big problem.

Same with the priests? Has there been any talk about
what to do about his problem to save the diocese and
the school gystem?

I den't know. We need more young men to become
priests. We need young girls who would be willing to
live the 1ife of a virgin. But, they're Jjust not
coming 1like they used to. They used to come nine and
ten at a time. I think one time, we had abcocut twenty
girls come at the same time. That was a huge number.
So, we grew. Then, we lost themn.

They left?

We lost a number of sisters for different reasons. Some
had been disenchanted about things. Some of them
wanted to get married to somebody. There were Jjust
different reasong. It just seemed like an epidemic for

awhile. Then, it evened off. But, the decline of
vocations of people coming in is really the reason that
we cannot staff many schools. We don't have any

schools with more than a couple gisters now. We don't
have that many schools now. But, its part of an
age. . .

When 1 pray about that, I say, it could be that there
was a need at the time and we filled the need. Maybe
that need is over. I don't know. The economics of it
all, too. No parish can staff a school of sisters,
even all sisters. Now the sisters are getting better
salaries. They had been getting very, very small
salaries in those days. During the Depression, some
couldn't afford to pay us, so things were very poor for
us too, to keep going and to keep trying. The Lord's
will be done and it is. So, T accept it as a thing
that's Jjust in the cards. It's in the plan that we
don't know the reasons for everything.

So, what is going to become of the diocese 1in twenty
years, do you believe?

Well, things could build up. It depends on those voca
tions.

That's what I'm saying. I'm really spanning it for

twenty vears, everybody is in the retirement age or
past and twenty years past, more than half the sisters
and fathers are not going to be here. So, who is going

to be running the diocese? I know a lot of lay people
are right now. For instance, what is going to happen
to this mother house here in twenty years? Are they
going to have sisters from out of state or different

11



parishes?
Everybody has the same problem.
Oh, everybody?

Everybody has a dearth of vocations. Everybody is
suffering. This 1& where your faith has to come in
that God will help us and help us to do what he wants.
It could be that communities could join forces with one
another and could be either that places have to be

closed. Some hard, hard things. I think things 1like
that have already happened. Sisters have had to leave
the 1locality for various reasons. One of them would

probably be that we don't have encugh people staffing
the school, or there at all. Their committee might
remove them from that mission. Then, there are schools
like that in Youngstown. They are not just for sgchools

anymore. Nobody's there, no school to offer to their
children. That's like the golden age has passed from
where we were bullding up that school to make the best
education for the kids. So, you wonder,

Were the Catheolic School Systems in this area really
strong in the early 1980's?

Yes. They were strong. They were very strong. I
suppose they can't stay strong ZLforever.

I remember in 1986, I think they were pretty strong.

I think we have parishes that are nect able to keep
their schools open. They don't have enough money to
pay the salary for the teachers and the upkeep of the
school and all those things. It doesn’'t mean that the
system isn't strong, it means that parishes are Jjust
not able to meet it. We are in a recession, and people
don't have any money. It costs a lot to send kids to
Catholic schools. That's why there’'s the big tuition
now, When I was at Ursuline. . . . In 1929, I started
at Ursuline. Tuition was fifty dollars. We had four
of us there. My dad would write out a check at the
beginning of the year. {It was] fifty dellars for the

yvear. Not a month. That toock care of all of us—--all
the girls. The boys didn't go. It was a private
school., The economics is the cause of a lot of things.

That influences =0 much.

So, starting off in 1943, what helped the diocese
growth?

There was a strong growth in veocations at that time.
People came into the convent and priests came into the
rectory. The diocese was able to spread and develop.
As time has gone on, all those things have changed.

12
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Priests are aging and they are not g¢getting any new
priests into the priesthood. They are losing priests.
That's the story of life.

That's sad. Besides vocatlons, do you think that the
starting of the Catholic schocol systems in this area,
if it wasn't for that, you wouldn't have the push that
you do now?

I don't know how you mean that, Stephanie.

Well, Monsignor Regan had stated that he feels that the
Youngstown Diocese growth was so strong and positive
because the school systems were expanding continuously
at that time. He feels that that the expansion of the
school system, buying new property and bullding a new
school is what helped it continually grow.

If you don't have the personnel, there's no reason.
See, things could change. I think it all depends on
the youth. It doegn't appear that too many young
people are very interested. Maybe in time, the struc-
ture of community life will change meore than it has.
We've already changed it an awful 1ot in my lifetime.

I have almost sixty years in the community. I've been
through so many changes that happened. They were good
ones. I always thought changes were good because
otherwise, you grow static. I always appreciated that

we were going to do things a different way or we were-
n't going to do something at all that we had done
before. I thought they were very positive things. The
whole answer is [having] needs interesting people to be
invelved in that. I don't think it will ever be quite
the same. We may work with smaller groups, sisters.
As long as we are able to exist, we may do many differ-
ent things. I never would have thought of anybody
doing anything but teaching when I was young. I never
thought of doing anything myself but teaching. It was
only after I had been out of school and had been in the
administration that it was time to go back that I said,
"I really don't feel secure about going back."

So, I went into something else. [I went tol] St. Thomas
Hospital. That's how things happen. You change be-
cause of circumstances in your life have changed. You

just have to meet those circumstances head on.

It really seems that just starting from the formation
in 1943 that it was just really smooth. It was accel-

erating and nothing could stop the diccese. That
doesn't seem to be any hindrance of the time. Could
vyou estimate what yvear. . . . Was it the 1970's or

just until the 1980's that you started having problems
in situations that are hindering the diocese?
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You mean the vocation problem?

Is that the only problem? Is that the only hindrance
the diocese has?

Well, the economic situation would be a large factor.
The dearth of vocations would be another factor.
Outside of that, I couldn't mention anything else. I

can't even think of anything else it could be, because
the people were willing to sacrifice and give to the

church and help in whatever way we needed. All that
was there. But, without personnel and without the
money to. . . . Even without the personnel, if the

money were there, then the Catholic schools could have
gone on with other teachers just as the public schools.

Do you think the formation of the Catholic¢ Charities is
what helps the diocese? I mean, educationally, it's
not helping the dioccese?

No. It helps the people of the diocese in a different
way than the education. The education is not the only
thing, but a very important thing. We have all kinds
of programs going on. Someone more knowledgeable [than
I] would tell you about those, probably. There is a
lot going on in the diccese yet. The bishop 1s very
positive about everything for the diocese. It doesn't
exist Just for the school system. It exists for the
church. It exists to further and enhance the life of
the Catholic person in the dioccese. It exists to give
a structure to all of our lives. In that way, we are
administrating to pecple, now in so many various ways.

We have ourselves, we have a little kindergarten that
develops over one hundred children every year. Those
children grow up. Now there has been a generation of
children, more than a generation of children {that has]
gone through our kindergarten. Now, we are building
the new kindergarten. Maybe this is what we are sup-
posed to do. Get them at the grass roots and develop
them into fine people. I think in today's world to
talk about just indoctrinating or religious beliefs,
there ds much to confining. I believe we have to
educate our children. I have always felt this, that
many of them are going to chooszse differently in reli-
gicus beliefs. Maybe they've had the roots of Catholi-
cism, and 1t doesn't mean that they're not geing to go
into something else. Their beliefs will c¢hange. I
believe that the important thing is not that everybody
practice the faith that they started out with, but that
they do worship God; that they do pray; that they do
love their fellow beings. We came inte the world to
love our God and love his creatures. He didn't set a
pattern that you've got to be this or you've got to be
that. I have felt very strongly about that.
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Every religion evangelizes. They try to spread their
religion, Dbut eventually, it's the person who has ¢to
see that they believe and how they can follow that to
make their lives truer. So, I believe that there is
something that i1s not up to us to know. We can't know
everything. We can't know the why of all these things
have happened, but we must view them very positively
for whatever reason, that we're going te be all right,
we're going to make out all right. Things may not be
the same, but they will be whatever they're supposed to
be. That's the way I believe. I love what I have
dearly, but what I have is not for everybody. Not
everybody would want teo live the life I 1live. People
tell me today, they say., "What makes you legitimately

retired?"” "So, what do you do, you take a Jjob?" I
say, "It is fulfilling. I get very little. I have a
master's degree, I would not be welcome in school
today." I love teaching composition. I love Jjournal-

ism. I just would like to be teaching composition.
Have you ever thought about teaching at YSU?

No. I'm past that stage now. But, I loved the c¢lass-
room. I would love to be still in a high school tutor-
ing the kids. But, when you are passed the age, they
won't let you. You had your day. It was a good day.
Now yvour day is on the way where you are getting ready
for another new day.

You're supposed to enjoy yourself now.

Another new door. . . . But, things come to you.
We'll call them grace. . . . The grace to respond to
something. I am very happy in what I'm doing, even

though I am up at four o'clock in the morning, and I'm
off and running. I'm tired when I come home, but I'm
fulfilled. I feel happy about that. The Lord Jjust
plants things for vou to grasp, if you will, but if you
don't want them, then, ckay. I believe so many oppor-
tunities come to us just in our daily being with people
too, to do good or to just give them the love that they
need right at that moment.

Would you like to see the Youngstown Diocese expand and
become even larger than it is?

It may be in the future, because we may need more areas
within the dioceses. We might. I probkably won't be
around when that happens. When you get to my age,
everyday 1is a gift. Everyday you thank God for that
gift and you hope that there will be another day, but
if there isn't, you'wve had it.

What has been your most positive aspect with the dio-
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cese?

I've never felt any rejection by the diocese. I've
always been on the other side of the fence where you
are working for the diocese, you are a part of the
administration. They never bothered me, because they
change things. That was okay, because that's also a
part of my phileosophy of life. You live with change.
You're not wearing the same dress yvou wore when you
were a little kid, because you grew.

Even twenty yvears ago.

You grew. You grew in so many wayvs. Not only in size,
physically, but you grew emotionally and mentally. So,
you are reaching a new size all the time. You have so
very many things that have been part of vyour back-
ground. They are all changes. We Jjust live with it.

So, are you saying that you feel change is what has
made your life so positive here?

Not, exactly change, no. But, I think ac¢ceptance of
everything. It also reminds me again of that story.
My mother said to me, "No matter what you do, you £all
in love with i1t." I think that's the positive thing.
If wyou 1love everything you do, then how c¢an you be
unhappy? If everybody loved what they do. . . . When
you hear people say, "I hate my job," they ought ¢to
quit. They really ought to guit.

I picked up a spiritual book by Henry Gowan yesterday
and I began just to read the introduction. He said he
had been interviewing a young man who said he c¢ouldn't
wait to get home from work. He couldn't wait to get
out of the place. He just hated the work he was doing.
Henry said, "Tell me why do you do that work then, if
vou hate it?" He said, "The money." Henry said, "Ch,
what a price you pay for money."

Even the money isn't making him happy., obvicusly.

He's just bored with 1life entirely. I've thought--in
community life too—-—-that acceptance of everything to a
degree. . . . There is a degree where you have to talk
about things. There are times where you have te speak
yvour mind and complain about things, but not as a
general rule. I think you have to accept the people
you live with. We are so different in background, in
national background. We have people with more interest
in the things that are beautiful in life. You have
that everywhere.

But, you accept whatever gift they have. Everybody's
got a gift. You carry that gift in a loose hand. You
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carry that until the end of your days in a loose hand.
You have it like I've had a joyful time in life teach-
ing, with my interest in reading and writing. I found
it even after I had retired, cne day I was doing the
archives at this time, and Sister Nancy Dosas said, "I
would like you to be my social secretary. I would like
you to write all my letters for me." I said, "Ch, I'd
love it." Now, the other day, I was throwing things
away and I had this whole file of letters I had written
for copies of letters T had written for her. I'd write
them and then I'd take them down to her secretary. Her
secretary would type them up. I had fun with those
letters. Sometimes I would ham them up, and they'd be
funny. Sometimes they'd be seriocus. There were all
kinds of letters. I thought, now, a gift that I had
came back to me and I was allowed to write.

Also, I joined the Cursillo movement. It is a movement
in the c¢hurch. It came from Spain. Tt's a very simple
family type of thing. The people at the Cursillce Join
together in praver. It's the most exhilarating experi-
ence, I remembered it for a long time when I Joined
that. You would go to their meetings, you would pray,
then they have a Cursillo movement where people are
imbued with the love of God. I joined that. Then, I
gave a witness talk. Then, I joined the team for that
Cursillc and I gave a talk to the laity of the church.
Then, I was invited ocut for wvarious talks to the Sarah
Club and different groups. So, that couple years, I
was writing all the time and I liked it. I just love
to write. I often thought it would be fun to write
children's literature. But, I never did. I never
really had any chance to get into it.

You can do it now.

I could, but I think I'm too tired. My nind is too
tired to be excited about things that I would do for
children. As when I was teaching, I was Just real
bubbly about things and loved everything I did. Every-
day was a Jjoy. But, I think you grow tired. I think
there's a time also, to say goodbye to some things and
get ready for the next door to open.

It doesn't appear that you've had any negative experi-
ences.

T do not remember negative experilences. I never wanted
to be influenced by negative things even when I didn't
agree. I think that virtue is saying what vyou think
and letting it go and not begrudge anybody else their
opinion. If they have make a decision that you don't
agree with, that's too bad. There's no feeling of
frustration about it. TIt'gs just one of those things.
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F: If you can say, what has been the biggest change in the
diocese since 19437

M: I think we should rather talk about the changes in the
church, rather than the changes in the diocese, because

they may have built new structures. The school system
may have changed somewhat, as every school system
would. The changes can be so imperceivable. T was at

Ursuline High School for seventeen years. There were
many changes within the school. The gchool was remod-
eled in many ways, but essentially, it's moved on as
usual, with the teachers making their contributions and
the c¢hildren advancing. I don't see any of that as
being part of the diocese.

F: The biggest change you've seen is what we've already
talked about is with the lack of priests and sisters,
consolidating churches, and sisters being allowed to
have other wvocations.

M: Right. They really chose, because some of them were
disenchanted with the school, too. There was a period
there where people felt the children were c¢hanging.
Believe me, the children did change. Not in my experi-
ence., But, I think from hearing people talk, there
were vast changes 1in the children. We could see
changes 1in the home meant changes in the children and
their attitude. I taught at a time when vou gave the
kids the homework and they did their homework. I never
had to exert a lot of pressure for homework. I would
make it very inconvenient for them, though, 1if they
didn't do their homework. When it was time to add up
the grades and their homework wasn't in, they were
still going to get a lower grade, but I would call them
up and make them come over on weekends, just to incon-
venience them. That was the way I found better than
getting angry with them. [It was the] same when I had
my newspaper. If the copy wasn't ready and time to go
to the printer, at first I would get =zo scared and I'd
be yelling at the kids.

Then, I got wise and I'd say to themn, "Tt doesn't
matter 1f the Christmas issue comes out at Easter.
That's all right. Everybody will understand."” They

would say, "How c¢an you talk that way? How can you act
that way?" It was better to be easy with it. You get
things better that way. If you force vourself, or force
people to do what you want them to, you're never the
winner, because they don't totaly exceed to what vyou
make them do. So, 1it's better with the little easier
approach, which I have always used. That's another
aspect of keeping happy because you can't be [fighting]
with the children. You officiate the very aim you have
to influence their life, by being angry. They don't
forget that. They remember you for helping them out or
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listening. I have a little ceollection upstairs of all
the pictures kids give me when they graduate. I lock

at the messages on the back. "Thanks for giving me a
chance," or "Thanks for doing this or that for me."
That tells you, "Yeah. That was good.” It was a good
experience,

But the diocese has alwayvs kind of been in the back-
ground of my experience, because I never really worked
down there. You have to be there to really. . . . The
people that are going to tell you the most will be by
the diocese and the things of the church. That's where
it all comes from. People who come from the diocese.

Is there anything else you'd like teo talk about?

Well, not anything, except that I think I've told you
everything about me.

I Jjust wanted to make sure that there is nothing that
you think would be important to the preoject that we
didn't cover.

T probably don't contribute much to the project, except
to tell you my story. It's a little story. I spent
twelve vears as a director of the young sisters; the
junior profess sisters. That was mostly kind of a
counseling job, where you listen to them and talk to
them, but mostly listen. I spent ten years in adminis-
tration. I went into administration in 1966. I was in
two different administrations until 1976 as a counse-
lor. There again, there is an opportunity there to
give your piece to the community. It was never some-
thing I wanted, but when it came, I was surprised.
When it comes, you accept it. So, my life, I think,
has been rather calm and peaceful. As I said before, I
think there is a time you must speak and never hesitate
to say what you think, but I never made that an issue
of my life.

Thank you.

You're welcome.

END OF INTERVIEW
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