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RON PRATHER

Ronald G. Prather was born in South Bend, Indiana on Dacemn-
ber 2, 1939, From early childhood Ron displaved an interest in
movies and acting and was active in plays during childhood. Ron
did several seasons of summer stock while otherwise engaged in
winter seasons in c¢hildren's thegater during his teens.

After his early successes earning his living at Petoskey
Playhouse in summer and Pittsburgh Plavhouge in winter, Ron
decided to make the move to New York City to pursuerhis career in
1961, Once settled in New York, Ron secured several acting
engagements Qff{-Breoadway and also touring summer stock companies
emating from New York. He was featured in the world’'s longest
running musical, "The Fantasticks" which opened in New York
City's Sullivan Street Plavhouse and iz, in fact, still plaving
there, twenty-three years later. Ron was featured as "The Mute™
and also as the "0ld Actor™ in this play and then went on tour
with 1t with the John Gavin company. Again Ron did the role of
the "0ld Actor”, who is probably the most well-lovaed character in
the charming show, and whose favorite saying for all occasions
is, "Picturxe it in ldight.™"

No motto could bhe more appropriate for Reoen Prather himself,
as he has proved so consistently at the Youngstown Playhouse,
where he has been employed both hackstage as technical assistant
and 1in the front office as administrative assistant since 1976.
This situation enables him o be availabls for acting in the

evenings on the Playhouse stage. Ron has proven himself to be a



steady favorite of plavgoers as well as the guintessential actor
not in a league with anyone else hig age. His performances havé
been of such a rich variety, and his characterizations of such a
broad range that many aspiring actors and actresses as well as
seasoned professionals regard him with both awe and admiration.

Mr. Prather is a master at British farce, which is regarded
by all knowledgeable theater people to be anong the most 4iffi-
cult of <c¢hallenges in the theater. In addition, he is unsu.::.w
passed at light conmedy, older character parts, and romantic
leads. In view of this, it is interesting to note that Mr.
Prather states that his interest in theater is deeper at the
regiconal level than at the "professional” level, as in New York.
He says this ig because he feels that there 1s a more well-round~
ed lifestyle available to thosse in community and regicnal thea-
tery. It may well be zald that Ron Prather chooses to do theateyr
in & situation like the Youngstown Playhouse rather than the
arena of the New York stage, as he has been succassiul at both
levels,

Ron Prather travels extensively each summer in Europe, which
is his major socurce of delight. Ron's keen wit, his loving
nature, and dependable personality traits have been to those

Iucky enough to know him as a friend, also a major delight.

Carol Mills
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s intorview is being held Tor Youngstbown Stote  Unil-
varsity s Qral History Projectk. The dete 1o December
2, 1981 b 900 pom. wrwd I osmm interviewing Ronmld
Pratiner, Who is ar actor and whno does Wk 1n Lhe
theater  in many obher capacitios @s well, He dis  now
anployved @t Ghe Youngstown Flayhou . The  interyview-
er’s  mame  is Corol Schatfer Mills, and the subjesch
matter ds cmlled People in Theater in Ohio.

Al Lah W albe going o btalk Ron Prathes now, He' s
coirg bo stari with the beginning of hia 1ife I hope,

That in  all right Carol you called me  svaeryons, 1
cdan’ it mind ot o® Alihoush I om not from Obhia X Fienves
Wworkead 1o Ohlo # Wity Lhe community btheater TFor aboul
Four arndd & bheeld veoirs at this point. Actually Ilin from
Indisne, Iowae  born thers, Sogth Bend, Moltre  Dame
University iz thers. T weas Dorm in 1939, T am 42, waric
T have worked in theater for aboUul Dwoenby yoars.,

¥ wats alays interegted, mainly { supiose AT mOvies,
when 1 was about .. Well the Yirst hings T remember
o about  Thres which didn’t heave ... &s 1 5y, Tram
Whien 1 woas sbouwt thires andd we weiee mpoving into a  new
Faeamer My Foabher head built s goarsge Firsi, whiiodt  was
=11 they could afford to oo, amd T odian’t remlly fresl
apmaant Ly, mooording o oMy ageandmobther, until I I E S
splmost  Tive yesrs old, ab which point T starbted  the
First arosdes. &t amny rate bthe firsy gsort of exposure 1
had to being involved with theater, @side From what T
head  hesrd  ang enjoved things, odd  things 1 suppose
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comnbinatlons  Trom rFadio like Leit™ s Pretend andg Jobnny
el L, They dlan’” & necessarily seem o g0 btogelbes
but none-bthe-leoss, Bun in school o the second grade 1
WED aUlte ahord, Lhere was only one ¢givrl shorber e
T, Wio® 8 nane  was anda Les Trvirnm or Trving, T can’t
rremenber, Wer were asked o do a Lithle song  sorlt of
thing in the middie of @ prograsm, S0 we  sohg  ashar
Parade”  andg then I was peromobed o & lead the  fourth
grade  still with Linds Les, bsoouse she sbill was  bhe
wirtly wirl shorier In thae olass bhan 1. A we  did o
production of something called “Tom Tit Tobt," which wag
i & wey based on Rumplestilsken, but alb any rabte 1
sumpase Phal woas where T Tirst wass interessted,

In the meantime, it was during the war and I don’ it know
LF it had anyvihding o do with She war effort, but  in
Che  grammar school they decided that they  would sy
mil the classes it themselves agsinst ome another and
collaect newsbabers and magasines. Thee class who ool
lectaed the most, tThe largest numbers of hodnds of these
things wor  soms sort oFf prize. e 1 that soundsd
Fascinating o me, I didn’® i know yvou could sell noews
pEear ard o m@gas Ines. S0 I astarted going  around L
redghbarhaod Wittt s ored wagor andg goetting my mobther Lo
cart me down Lo ow Junk vard angd sell Chem, which  wouilao
brimg me maybe .75, .80 and thern 1 would go spend The
afternoon at & movie, Thers was & littlie, local movie
aase, I ogueuss I owas Than oo LeIvVEn, i colla rice
o bwvelcle down there and wabol whabover Lhe Teoslure was
ard the ourrent seriol. anci “hﬁﬁ I atearted pilcking
Blamckbeaerrios andg solling Dhem and picking atrawberriss
ard T Ped all kinds of .. Ded %shw piris A bow i
mllies, mrid packing things in groocery stores, and all
of tThose. AL any rate in Pigh cohool T was more inter-
sabedd Ly Dhagater, DU molb ey told me in my Trashe
mar yess I should aot be involved in dresnpatics  boosuse

a5y

T was boo Young. So I went hen ...

s

v

Wno? e Trhey

-y,

The ocoumsalor, LU was Dhe oounselor, Towas there  only
are semester andgd my Tamily moved Lo northern Michigan,
aict Teom Lhere o Gramd Ropids.,

i

What did vour Tamily Think of your dnterest in the .

Thay were, they ... Whatever I woanbted wass  fine  with
them. There was no quesition of that. I wasn vllowsed bto
feles Qramabios i oy sanior veadr, whileh anmused e
becalss the person who faught odesms taught one obner
Thing, which was brack. So I was made sasolstant dirac-
Pt of The senior olass play, which was 2 btirwee classic
orlled, I think, "Jim Gradumte"' Tt was Just wonder-
Ll ANy rate i omy senior vaar thare was = girdl in
s o f my o l@mmsen W el worked with e commanliy
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thoeabar  thare, bubh I hsad olanned o go to the  Junior
collegs and 1 owan Telahbtened aboul even golng around
cammalty  LTheater. T dicdn™ T krnow anyithing about it
vall  kKnow, Lhal much. AT oy rabe I astarted Jjunior
college and ran into bher on Bhe sbreet snd obe osald, "F
Lbold fem vall Waere coming o bhe btheatss and  vour to
wWerllk din the fromt door, there ds s meeting of the prop
cammibt Just  go in oang tell them I told  vouw to
Gome., Well that was bthe erndd of jJunior college and T
started working there, andgd my Job on bhat show was bo

i

dron @ erash Dox from Lhe gric, Thal was dib, perilod,

A any rate T worked Chsres Dhat senson and Then T was
very lucky and worksd with community theater in  noribe-
ert Michigar, arnd Then worked with children’ s  theabter
im PAittohurgah, We fowureaed all the tTime. That was great
Furn  to det e at 930 Ln the morning anad your makeeus
wollld  he froren In Lhe back of the ststlonwegorn  and
clirive @roung. But ¥ oda bhink it is fun Lo work with
Widds.

G

How old ware you Then

I was  eighlosr. Armc from bthe stoock  compamny 100 bhad
workeod  wibthh was oo Tellow who was studying, as @ ...
Well he wos an undergraduste stoudent, but 1t was  his
last vear ab Yals, and was directing & produetion af
"Comedy of Errors.’ So I owent bhere and did that  show
For him @t g bhresk in Che sozson, And  bhrouah tThat
then workesd Dhirough the Pittabueah Plavbhouss i costum-
ing. Lat’s see, I was back and forth Thers, Working,
weall  pretty onuch,. yeasr round, bhers would be @& week
between  ths stock and fall sesson wilbh the  childeen’s
theatear and tharn anobher bhuwo wesekos st the opposite end,
T had the chance thoen o go o New York and seo a  show
O LW,

Yol ewmrned o Living st this then?

Ners my Living was from, it wasn’ bt princely, batdt ¥
that s how T osarned & 1iving.

That is very unusual isn’t it7?
e e ok o Forith. Certainly at L.

Wotildd wour like Lo tell how ynusyal that ls Tor @ porson
to e apble to s2arn theldr 1living in the theater?

IWexd 3 it i extiremaly Lrmaglisl, A oo ial Ly Lhaats
ciulckly because it happenesd immediately withinm & yeasr.
I was esrning my living, Gthat ls, until I moved Lo New
Yok, It book & Little longes Lhean.

e @11 kow aboul that.
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Fual fhe point of all of it isn Lhoat afber working  there
T then oid move o New York and becames, I supposs, well
a protfessional actor guote i that I Joined Sogulty  and
Worken  of ¥ Brosdwasy, did some tours,. packaged  bhings.,
But L liked community thesghter anc I bed lived I Nes
Yoo, werll 1 Jdwed @ btotal of Ffourtesm ye s Ly Neww
Yok hefore coming here o Youngstown. I wanhed o

T
CEGrsie . I hought Tirst Jjust to move to  odlffecent
aartmesni . I mad been living in one spactment all bhat
wWwhille. Tren I ogot & gall, well T bod been oalled  on
acoe@sion Trom Youngstown bedcatises Bob Greay who  woirks
Wit Lhe  plavhouse and Bentley  Lenhoff, exacutlve
clirector, were wo peoplae I had worksd with sl those
vaars befora  my firast season in  stock, They  weire
Looking Tor someone and bthey said they didn’t think I
wollld e dnterested In the Job wihyich was ss an assisit-
& o ouwr desigmer, bhudlding soenery. T osalid  Twhy
ESTCE o it sounds interesting” arndd thaet s why I camse.,
P lus, oF coldrse,  Tobag met,  bheolgh <rowing Bolb omy
interviewsress, 1F I shouwld omll her that Carol, I et
mat i New York several times, S0 on coming  here 1
kKnew several peopls who worked with bhe olavhouse anag 1
like  community bheater, I bad liksd 1t bedfors and 1
sill 0 do. I Think it dis ... trhere dg much more ssise
oy, Wizl L I suppose you osll 1t & community  spdirdtb.
Baeomise people don’t heave o think about their  liveldl-
hood in the sense this can be the work thay considso
seriously Dol Dhey casrn also haws e, They Pinow whiat
they  are  dnvelved for, I mean in btermsn of pariod  of
T imer . Four weelks rehes 21 or five, three wasks of 3
L, e Towrs, o Tl Froom Uhe obthse and of Dhe stick
you are looking abt 4L From New York, or somswhoere  oluse
Tor example, that is whare vou are earning your Living
et perheips yold sperid o we voof
yoll open and maybe you don’ b, Then you bhave o Jab,
you have o dncomes, and you start from soraticoh evary
fime . Therar Lo never . . Thares Lo no such Thing  as
Terndre o, you ldnow, o twenty yYear oold wataoh o sy of
Thai.

yeriar el Pl mey s

o

I would like vou to point oul, bhesoause Yol are  very
conversanh withh  that oroblem, while you are on Lhatb
subicot, Just how very T1imsy that Is and how that 4
voud oo, youl Khnow some of DThe exoarigness you bheave heed
arcd certainly countless friends of yours andg  aocquaint-
srces When you o heve @& Job in New York o keep your--
gelf @mlive and to earn o living oo Dhat youl o@n guarmsues
Lihwr  bhester, Eiwrry 1D becomss &  monstrous  ocoasion
becadass 1T yvou give all ftne tims to the free thing you
are conbributing bo gelb dnto the Lh 2 e Y oL wWoinTy
gl worg data, Just sort of explain that whols ovyole
o7T machiens et goes on Thers and Wy et i
e laxation liks there Lo dn & community heater.

Part of it ds bthe competition, to begin wiih, is grest-
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L Hidnckedns of peopls for overy  role insbeasd of Len,
mehusms e lve Bt more lmportantly Las the fagt Tvhat
you obwvionsiy hﬁV@ got bo work fto earn @ 11vrng“ Mosi:
sfien yvou have to work Jduring the day, Dot 17 you work
craring Lhe dﬁy v d can’ L look fFar worlk in the  Lheaber
DecEInge your deys have to bhe fres. e you work ey
pudoaht, s ovou worde st nlahb, andgd then you have Lo gel;
1LA§ So ovoll are spendlng twenty-Towur hours g day  ang
YLl e dcs?inu vary oftern, not always, bhut very oflen
FE g o try o gel san aooent, Moy o whoam no ahsos
iutely mothing abowlt theater and deasliong wibh thaem  oon
e Terriply frustrating. Doocauss hhey have  no dden
v, aven L7 Dhey waere Lo aocent you, bThey ofbter doin’ T
iow how to presont vyoul o ey o saell youl o even F €]
sugugest o vou, 17 vou don’t Rnow, how bast oyou should
function for vourself,

Could vou explain Descauss no ons has dons Dhalb o Thess
sorles of interviews and 1 think it is a valuable Thing
Loy e precorded? The Fact LDhat, L] Vw Yol sEy, QOent s
don’ Lrow whah you are doing or what your o arde about .
How i the names of anavihing thoese “3f§f*Y3§““ Gt i
pgerts of peolle That are actorz ond withouwt having any
camaraderie wi%h Thaem o any Kind of frigsndship and bow
difficult it is Lo soeak to s agent. o get oy
& PR & r'new:-s- il tekes your plobhure? The whols gana
tf;ﬂta if vou gould do that, Decavss § bhavert’ D covered
ival et @all?

-J‘

It To <4+ loult beopusse BAYONS oo Decoms mn agori. A
Etvinmie tmwrﬂ is, T gor’h krow this, I think if%ﬁu iy
k-

some agalifleations. What They may be T Jdon s,
But certsinly, nolt necessarily, @sny quﬂlifxwmnmwnﬁ B
amsg af thestaer o bhesbor kKnowledgs. Thomre are  Jush
SO mAanyY Deaolae DThat LF yvou Bang up oo sign and o
you o are Inundated, and they g T AVES B I o & :
Treiemds angd Chey may <now somsone, o bhey may v
Worked ae o secretary, of something, o soobber mgent,
G0 bhay leosirn these Uhings and they see somaome oomne D0
Wi, mayise hay shot somaong They bhink  1s btalenbted,
Thieen ey Dranoch out on bthedlr own ancd pick g Ut
person bheoslse They kinow thosy are golng to moke money.
Wiioh  means they @are going Do make money. Thern  Lhey
bulild thereg own stable, as 1t were, ancd thalt s pretiy
much .

The minute they have soms strength,. some power, Lhen. ..
Wnich is wunderestandable. Ty the same way 1 ocan under
stand s producer, o even @ divector. Ly bthe Tine ey

have  seen 600 peonls For one part I odon’th i"hin!«{ ey
et reamaanbher What They were looking for o beoin with.,

1
Yeas  kpow 14U dis wvery diPVioult Lo silways remember who
YOU werde, of Why you were theres, o whether you  fall
ey, o sang, or stood up, o had oo Limp o, you krow,
they  Just  simply ear’ b oremember, i mighl Wi




caating the last perosor That they wanited baecrusae o :
a0 COonTidRing. Pt bthen eguity as walil, a;m‘,i.um 20

acH iy s i

Tret ds why 1 think A6 woralad b oL

T ogob weiry snnoyvaed Peariog people on btalk shows who o
aotabllahed people, ot only from this couniry bul fromn
obiers ., There simply 1s rmo olacs For yoursd ool ls
Lrain., Mot theat s beosluse They are the  very  poopls
who rafuss o recognirze caommunity Lheabers, and oo Oy
Lroroughout the country and they hestr comimunity Theataer
and brey immediately Dhink of bbbt as like an old  Juady
Sarlangd  movis, or In ;| bacrs you Know an aemy blonkoet
Instead  of looking Intao it to s i3 wondsr Tl
Tameilily here, and therg wre others In The counitry. 1
think 1t would e terrifioe L7 thers :>u1dn {1 b momee
T i conjurnction Tthat would offe @ professionsl
oot o be avadllabls, not o the wxﬁluﬁians put to
word  in  conjunctiorn with The community Frasgatier
Lhist: @0 peotls lesrmed and developed i Lhe commuanity
theater they could move in, perhmps, inbo smallsrs wwl&s
in the professional area, gain an eqgulby csrd, andag when
they felb they were resdy or the peopls from whom  they
wers  Lesrnilng Felth bthay were ready and wanbed Lo go off
o MNew York, they could be sent of f as ab eouity  mam-
e, Mol that fhest Lo any special treat, It is 0 Jusi
i ot youw s’ ©oget dnto an suditiorn withoul  an
pariod. It would be, I mesn T would Llike
commuity thoeater bhe the first te do iy
Do e i i one of bthe oldest and  number one, 1
vingderastand, in terme of membershic, in he counhory.

FI.
it
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Do youl Ehink peribaps Dhat you might bhe able o Imnle

mert sueh B prograne

Todon’ kriow Ehab 1 oman. It has been bpied in bhe
[N & Pt 0 thiank tThat therse was oo Uhrest felt on Lhe

-

ot of Lthose in cohargs, o the degires Lhab Lhey B
members of The Doadrd, and thot sort of thing, 2 i
o led, wortld work agsinst Lhoe  communli

;
by
Py

L

i
robher STharn with. I otk words ey cdicin’ LEIT
somsbing Like that coming in and supplanbting what Uhey

Fieaed mlrasacdy oosiablisohed and workaed Tor. Wviok, caty L
underastaod 1t, wask’ t the ldea at all, gl e oaidad snd
mbval what we slready hod. T dust think it would  be
vary helopTul, T bhink L0 weonald Dhoen, as well, ob IR i
T would hope, makeo poople more awsrs Thel {here :
community theslbers Thalt are very. .. Sl There  are @
Tot o wonderfully talented poecple around, Arct ihat
there are places For people o brain and Sheres are soms
vary  aoood oeom)e Draloiog Dhem. It is only  that  wvou
lemve Youndstown, o you lesve whatever oity, and o Lo
Maw York and there gre Infinitely more, a larger nusbhes
o f bivaed mctors Lm Mew York simply becsuse LTherse are an
inTinmitely larger numbar of poaople.

o



Would wou tell sonsthing about that too?  About, T Kioow
Todon® s know whal oyouw fesl, but T felt dismay. Wien
vl Tournag oul how mpany incomnostent, untalonted, Laacice
lusiar people were involved in productlions in The meoon
of Pheonter In Mow York Clbw. -

We 11, it e cddfiioult, and b ols dITTicwlu Tor  Orh
Fremsor I sunoose, Prdior o going thers you  have the
idag that it ods bhe pitimate, and Chat in what  wyou
erkiani Very  ofben Lobslly disdillusionsd and ¥
Woldla  agess bhe sams Chiling, Just  so many  peoblel
Ther s  @re bthose Tolk whose resl Uolent hms nothing Lo
lo] uiLn beivg on @ ostaoe, 10 has Lo doo wibh charminog
A waw 1 omesn they are abhle to chaorm There  winy into
aganta ofTices, charm thelr way into gontracbs, *harm
e dr way dnbo @ll of i, Ancd they 9ot orn the o

and Thoey ar*sm"‘:"%* neasrly 8o ohﬁr mirg. T omemn ey

TRV RS v e Thedir belent li i getting the Jaoby,
Lhey don’t keesp 1t, bubt oftern thaey do. Wheress LY wolg
mignt wne There might bBe somsons Who would be o truly
wonderTial, Wwell  trained gotor who would rnever  gelt 0
cvaarre bo sPow 1 beomuse e oar’ o get through the
agenits  door  becocaldse e s noh going bo spend elabi
Fitdr-s s dlesy aindd,  yoll Koow, being adorable and outs and
iimwviting Tor  ocockbzdl  oemel e, EETOLe 3w i L verm
resents, s runndlng around town,  and meelting  every.
o, and knowing everyvornss name, and what ohow Uhey are
CIOLIIGE, el whish Dine They et un, and There Favorites
*'stﬂu ainth, and being there at the right time, and &ll
et kindg of thing. To me it o like begeing Tor  work
=il I ocan cdo many of the Bhings, whilah omn slse by @
curae, An sawiul dlot of peopls spend Lherese Time  study -
ing wvery h:ir"rti gl Lhessbar Lo what they wanit, and Thiey
aigcicianly < s v odon’ o know how oo odo @y -
~wiﬂq @15@“ $o, &ansf imes it pushes peunle  Who o are
like thats irto  work that they miaht not obthosrwioo
achisve Decause Lhey simply don’ U now bow Do odo any
tnlmg el e,

s
—t

SRR

[ISE< R N Yol kimow, o and T baave soenh I ts of Limes
talking ints bthe wee howrs aboul how we bobh Pfound Dhat
we cdon’t have The bype of personality that s reauired
Lo be raejsctecd 15D *imwu & omointin. Al we  Tound it
pointliess, bording, Parebdud, and many other Things, e
Finally  Just couldn’ t cope With ih, or Jdidn’ i wish Lo
copae Witk LU vou know?

Tihe roejaction fs difficuli. T don’t mind Ths rejechion

socomideh Yeom @ i

il tioning for somsoneg  argd they  are
S@yiig ... Wer L) veral bimss T bhwave  aadih iarwd Nl
knowlng what the parit was, perhaps bhaing glven o wuiﬂ
i LW RO Look over Dy soonD, Then onge T i"u';sw., e
T SOME NS, A the director o stags mGnager,
that heppened bto e the person says, 100 sorey §oolon
Lhanke v acre right for this. " I nmave often agreed mmd

1
¥
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1 cion’t T & Well, T would

i VL e | ooomes Lry mirnd in The futuras,
the ohanoce Dhal vyou ore doing anotmer Dlay. Pertiegas
is somebhing in that play. " b T don’t necens
1

AT

oy

P

simetad by someons, I don’t coare AF
arte Aing or s Pundred and seven sitbing in s
7

outer of no ddea what they sare  tallking
abhoiil,

Flear fyerd e
CAVLEr e T

filoe, wWhe

Honn 't even seen whsmt yold oar oo,

O ot only that, or anybody 2lse 1 othink, vorld o ko,
Ayl e umdorn Js owvery dissopoinbing too, 3t s so weak
and it is s0, I mean working with  the  “Fantasbioks”
wWier T owemn of T Birosduay at one point 0 had o bDe, I
wase’ i exver Boo e, gt T waan wlectecd Lo e Thee depalw
Of Hhe COMmDENY .

Fxplaln what o deouty doss.
1

Revshonsihle  Tor  any proolems in termns of mersgement
With @y achtaor in the show. Ti e e bhat  an acthor
s ;o complaint, it can be that the mnansger  has &
comib Ladnt, Iy s the responsibility thern of bhe deputy
! jory, o determine how

oo o Lo oo uriiory,  hoe sogiiity
Phings  are wirltten into LDhe conbrach oo that rou oow
wWha s in Bhe right or the wrong, @andg iron bhings o1l
fa Just oo @ oundorn, peobsaily oL Tiie oily pyroblem
Anding someone abt equity who Enows whast Tthe rules
That 1s Che difficulty.

I think perhoaps what owe found out
Lo aur ohagrin, hers 1s something Lhatb ia  oresmstive,
certainly that wordd Lo overused bol aohing, you kEnow i
does  redulre & little bit of grestlive sbhiliiy, savwd LE
"y heern bheauwracritized until it is 50 bhusiness  Like,

1
Ti i the grenl Torwvor.,

s s F T o SR
o o orearivs e Togrd

)
]

W 1L Codn @ businoess. Tret 1% ... 5L oget angry  often
Wiith  somebimes directors o more often  producers who
may that actors are idiobts or blhey are stosdad and bhey
cdon't know anyithing about busineasn, o anybhing of Chat
imd. Depvicd Merick was @ producer, that 40 sy woays 1
godmired becauss he odlid s lob of commereial theater bui
Vigs imay 1T was going Uo malie money. Her et some of
that money Phen o present things he Knew wers going bto
e Tamilures beosuse they wouldn®t bhae  bhet woalil oy,
pulzlicly. I mesn $o bthe general public 1L wants ines
copstantly  oome ... bul T aleoe foel that, T
Gdefinitely Tesl, tthat L4 is o business, it is like The
Ccomnunity thester right here, We heve o do oonedies,
wer haave Lo do Dhinos Like that, I don’lb know  why  wa
can’ . mlaso do s couple of things wlthln o oo

Lalke placs Thal are, thalt psrheps sveryons ism’ s i
o lilke. Mot that everyons Likeg comedl puat i

ey 1 w3en

3 L5087 gt

e
e
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ket o ool iy wolne Lhe coffors have Lo e T4 Tedd,
At we heyve gob bo do 1L by dolng thos AT (EERTR RN
mayhe I don®™t .. 1 find mothing wrong with Neil Simorm,
Tobhwamppen Do Like 16, T olsyy o lob of comedy wrmd Loolay
T, Bt T would ocossionslly like o do  someibhing
cler Lharn That, Sy, would T gusass, everyons el

Noo T don® b think evervons wolld, <o wou?
Weel 1l many. Parhans nob averyomns,

1 Fimd that @ never snoswerable guestion. Buh 1 know
peopls like youwrssl?, that have such @ wunicue Lalent in
S0 MmNy Sress, @nd your oan Find more  somidse me wWark
Pverre A0 Ohio bhaan whoal o vou Toung in New Yorlk

oy zarwd an Far as acting parits oull.

Well, T swisposes, excepd bthabt I was a Little disenchant-
et I m‘[uﬂ tomudition, T odidn’ Tt i
Just wasn’t interested,

Ty Mew Yoirky

T Jdusetr refused Lo @o Thitoa of The sitadd, T ocantt
Think  of @ beiber word Yore L. T 7w Just  abuff. T
Maasr” b oamyvEhing to do with what you ultimately wantl o
achleve, o at least work towerdd achisving. I worlsd
gquadte @w 1ot In New York, 1 did some wordl out of  NMew

Yoo,

+

Terll some of the oproductions sand Thiongs you did?

Werll, ihe only aoebual oroduetion in MNew Yobk, I mean i
worlcod with Fauity Library Theaber andg did some scenes
ard cubtings for & divector «ﬂr}ri choreographer's ... i
dorn’ Tt oremembetr what LThey omllo ... ﬁﬁmiﬁﬂF 0 SBOnE
Ching, and T worked of$ cﬁr“caﬁacdndfarf in "Fontasticks,”

Coulad vou explain that bobth of those sre very  prest
giaous Things? Peaoplsa 11 sl bo Uhis omay ot reealiz
that .

t«’

As the sssistant stage manager in "Fambtastioke”, plaved
the mute, and T also plaved the old actor, 1 toured
Wilbth the show o some of the Dest and well kKnown  @long
bhe esastern const and In New Boglanc,

Tell something aboulb that show?
About bthe “Fantasticks™?

Yew, hecause i67s s phenoinenon.,

Oy bywe, Drue I8 is. Th operned in 1980, I beligve, and
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Buath it is the same Lheatae?

Suliiven Stirest Thoater?

Tre  swme bhester on Sl livan Stroeot. KRN k: ol
125, A oharning show., And peonls Yike LU A ... Well,
whien it operned 1t was rother avant--garde. Tr, @t this
ol ia mot Dhat at all. But theres are  people  who
came thers when they ware engaged and thsy come back on
Lheir wedding snndiverssyy ausry yoaur, o They  come
synry Mew Yeor s Eve,

They bring bhedr teenoge kids?

2 ¥

Right, and they have geen 1 dozens of Times.
Whaer you went on Lhe star mmhkmae, me wWe ool i, oT8]
e ot mngd Joblrn Soavio, T Lhink, wos the sitar dn That

paclogs ., How lLong wesre yold on thah bour?

We were ot Tor ten weeks,
Twll sbout o bowws, some oF the Uhings wou. ..

Well, row  That towr happened to bae L. L have  naver
dong  what is oslled & bus and 1PUP& wWhierte your GiEhn
ofter  play one nlight o buo fdobbs 49 os Towr and That
EYeTaln of thing. This was, @s Tar o as X wan  conosrnecl,
axcapl.  of cowrses ... I ashould have Finilshaed thse  First
meintancs, Wivdholy s Tee @ T owas oongerned WEas 8 woire
chesrfial (RE o spesnd B suiamern. Peagmuiog Wi ware im
terrltfic btheaters and Desubidu)l managemsnt. Wee plaved
o oweek ab oo Dime, wooh of the JifTerent thaalberos. GOl
tyranasnortabtion, vl Pamad an acvanos o man, S E I D RO E S PTG
director, Anhd ds dob ds o move ahzad of the  company
g areangs for lodging, areangs Por Ghe sell and seaehne
ary,  ang costunes, and Lights. Mot castumes, we Travel
with bthose bub lightling and sverything to be ready. G
et wWher you ey lved all o youl did was move i e
littls spot bhat had beesn chosen Tor you. Yoors hwsed one
rehearaal, woallrs davas were fres, and you  performed an
rylait . S Ghab yvow cotdld see bhe countey aide, T bwadd
mever Desn dn New Dnoland and omne of  $hes bthesbters, as @
matbear of fact, we blaved was e Dermis (.. It s din
Derind o, Massmohuset s, I oam mon steo 40 4o The  Dernils
Thaeater. Bt Henry Fonda, and 1 is & wery old Dheoler
obwiously, vary well sstablishedcd, and Bebtte Davis were

Lishars and aporentlices Cherse yasrs ago. B Ther wholas
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Now Prgland ares was lovely, and i wss a  wvery nlos
SLUMpEr,

Aut some fours ahen’ U that ocomforbtoabhls are thoey? -
Oly, o
Whorae you have o sorounge Yol own lodalongs?

Like the Universiby of Syracuise. As T owag  lsaving o
friemnd ... I asked where he thought he would be staying
aied e s@id, T omm sbaying at bthe Miltonm,” 1 had  no
iden how he could afford o do thest Pt T disocovearad
her Hiltorn had nothing o do with Gonyesd. T wan one
af the only bulldings In downlown Sypacuosse that Pegdn” E
ez baken over by bhe renaswel prodram. It was in  Lhe
micicile of, shall we say, The red Jdaht distelcoi. DO WE
e littls  rooms @nd we kept bhings like @ heasd  of
lettuce, anc mavormaise, and bologns, and heamn on Lhe
Window sill oubaside. We made sandwichass at mndldght andg
plaved curds and things of that KRind,

I remembhar I omelt o8 moan on oa touwr opce bhal he  pub -
sign up over ... He lived in e dack of Thie shop whsora
oy did the scenery @ang the mail and hanmmer depsrt-
ment . He moved intoe Thalt room Dhoeosuse e sl

. it waw
bastier Uhan bthe actor’s Dhotel, And e put B Dig wooden
shar up over 11 that sadid "Tarsntuls Aros” T reain b
"Streel Coar Named Desire” ond o spider hanging over Choe
(ST TaT ol Mostly I have seen Dhose Rindg of places to stay
iy, more than bhe obthers.

Fxachly that, yvesn.

Yo oy yous own loddaging too, T think many  Dpoople
don’t realize Dhal aolbors pay hedls own lodolimg.

iy, indeed  Thalt s brue. Faudty  does e, o
example, 4T wou aire working ... Well, lot A muam
oF st mbyove thet, The manasgenent must L, [0
Firndd lodygings for vou within s cesrtain orice rangs.

(AR ey don’ o have any complications on Lhonsse miany

e

NoOT nmecessmrlly. Ususlly the dressing rooms in il o 15
el stoge  oare .. Well, nob guilbte as gieand as ohe
mighit think. It dis dnteresting sometdimes in @ olbuse
Lion Like  That when you are in & smallish Down, 1%
cioenn® i matter the sizo, Bt someone mEy coame Lo Soo &
show, weeld i s situation like this  theire Tim sureo

there are soms people whoe cams o sge Jobrm Gevin, ¥
maary Thalt may bave beon bthe only reag

Just Lo ses Rdm?

11



™=

s

o

Arid 3t may have been bhe only time they had ever  bheon
o @ omisw., Than he thentsr logks very stbractive ahd
@13 thuat ., and they come backstage, and The look owver
thedr Faces when Chaey seo, You KnoW, @ ooligsla of bagaren
lightbhulbs, paint peelimg, and @l of Lhab kiodd of
thdng,  There reslly iern’ U anyihing weong Witk 4t but 1
Think thaey axpech Uhe bhackobages oould bHhe mojre cpatd Lozl
Lt what  they ore ssmelng oul fromb. T iw o el
intersanctum sort o situsition.

7

4

Werl 1 vourl RKnow whal one of waour  bhaest Chwstaotars YL
plaved, bthe old sctoer in "Fonbasbticks" . Pleture ik in
Light, you krhow. That 4o what vour supbhosed Lo oo @ll
e Time, Bk it gebts Kind of difficullt Lo do atier @

L)

whvl e, dowsn’™t 147

Well, and There are furmy Thirngs. T omm amnused st YOl
talking aboul peopls, I shouldan’t soy bhe aan dossn’ i
kinow anyibhilng aboult theaster, [ negwver avern meh Lhe man,

1

bl Just how atrangs things happen. Wher 1 worksa an

=
the Unlversity of Syracusse This compony worksd In what
trvexd been o movie hoUse, an old movie houso. Bt Jusi
sdJacent o bthab wes & bhreardd new thester deparbmnent
st bhad boeen DLilh oand aposrent ly the  bheasd  of The

~ deportment desioned The bhullding. The: stages
Wars 2o poorly designed that 1L was almost uselens, ot
Tt el have o arehestrs pil. Howenver, Thiesy
pul the building up Fiirat and then the couldn™t gel Lhe
e levator sauipment Into The building. S the pidt never
e, O Lowsred, oar did anyvbhing of {hat lkinad, N
Just sal Lhero., Thinking ahead perhaps might be worth-
while in somne instances.

That is & typieoal astory dasn’t it? I would like vour  to
tell the diverslity of rolss Thalt vou bave plareod  sinoce
you have ocoms o Youngstown, Ohio. Yeouir regard s tihe,
Well I would say, The Foremosth acbhor at the Youdngahown
Flayimiise tay MEty , MY . Wy [reca le, Mostly ¥ oL
veraatiliny Wil is oommented upon. How  «did  wvoil
Lrain, o oo it all gome naturally, to do thalt many
types of roles thal you gdo?

Well ths {raining come really from working. T think
thers  are  Things you can l@ary and things bthat you
Just wwa Well, you socoumdiste things ano you put Lihen
together and  they come oult, or they don’i, oW e
bresssi, But Lo work in oy situation in atoclk, wherse  you
raefgarss g oshow during Che doay and you play o diff

stiow gt mighit, and you bave Lo lepmrn 2 fnew show  every
Tive dJdavs, Tor Lten weeks. Youl learn many bad  habdlts,
TR youul wmling Lemen how o pul somsthing bogether very
cpaiok v, The next sxperisnce was Lo work  with  Lhe
ohiloren’ s theater, as I talked about. Where we  would
only  rehearse @ woeek, LUD Wwe wowld play Tor fowr  op

S
SR
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Tive weeks. I e Tascinating to find yourselT
i the middadle of & stoge mlaving the soame show Tor i
hirtieth Lins and wondse why youl had delivered o line
The way vou s@lwavs had, why 16 never oocurred Lo vou Lo
cio somaeihing e Bacagoe you mevar had Time Lo Lhink
about 11 befors., "Fantasticks” I plaved For, off  and
O, Wwell, I Uhink the longest siretch abt ons Lims was o
Little over Lwo yeomro, Fasi wold o Teosrn it faerent
things from the different ... From & shoel cebescsal
pEp i oo or g long. T de difficult now ... Wes  cdif i
At whan I First came here Lo gelt accoshbumed Do oo Vive
weaek raheoroasl period again. Becaussa T bad o slow
COW ., Thert  wour don’ b oolay bhe ahows. You  play  #
weekend and them you Reve thires devs off. Youd haves Lo
mlok  yoursell pack un ao Liamt owour ares not Juasig .
volr cmr’ bospeng the first oseformance getiting resdy
gl Dhe obver ong, Youl Know, you' ve gob Lo be. .. GIRE
didd wlay, @t sighteern, peopls whoe were sixbty snd  bhs
irndg of Ehvivg. I did musd 1 and bhae third, €y
fourth, show T did wass "Taning the Shirew.”  Faroe,  and
comedy , and musicals, and Shakessposre. So thabt it was
Just having the ooportunibty.

IRt

he

T
i

Wexll, e opoorbtunity and Tthe Lolent.
A womes pawillly good Deople o work with.

T would like Lo assk you whall you think aboub Uhat Ides
of whamt they ocall talent? Az opposed Po beding  brained
by ftechrlause  only and beling bteught b we) hiow bo
Tk e o yvour thdnk the one osm existy, bhalt youwu can Durn
oul & competent actor, devoid of talent?

Mo,

Wealid o veoald oEdee Do sohenk aboul Theh? Baomuse & 1ob of
them  appacenitly bthink hat 16 can be done., T CHALISE 5
peotal e go to sehoold that ore, yolur Khow, navs P
ty wWhsthaoaver, but They hwave thae money to go Lo
aochaal .

Trwe ., Trdee. There is @& loh vou ooy lesyr., I AN ST
cherer g sone poople who ooy g Into o situstion  and
Valde  olasses, FTor exsmmple, gt Jesmrn )l bhe peadie
ments., Laarn upR stage, down stage. emrry all of e
Fiocally techniowml fhings. Bt T othinke it is no
GiFPerent from lesrning o rdgdes o bicyols ofr somethying
of  that kind. You carn try Tor mineg vesrs and yol: osn
riet stay o Lhe blorole. You Leasrn how To hold  bhe
bars, how (o work the pedsls, but then 1t is up to  yvou
o ride Dhwe hicoyvole. Then it is wup o yvour Yo mide 16
o e stresty, ared oo ue and down hillas, g Lurn
corners ard all Lhat, snd remarin wupright, I think The

SO

s@ame  thing s true of acting. Youl can leasrn bhis  de
siwwe leTi, riaht, wp, ddown, back ang Fortin, AL of
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those Uhings olaving In the arens, ano wou beeva Lo
g1l of the techmlosl thinos, Bat wou have o Lhen

They @ice a1l In Ghe bDoack of your mind. Thai: o lorger
Pes anything to do with going Lo hove To Jdo s performe
ST, T lo Lhwere, and you need them, Dub Lhen i i
vl intn o do the show, A some peopls bevond that
ey laarry 1F bThey work L L. They need, I Uhink  sone
paople need & Kind of thing, T hate o use, T won’ b use
e word bul LThey need o situdy wiibh someone like v X
Wi ll sa&y Thae me :?:(:(3 SLrausshurg. They neasd the  |Jind
of sort of pelling oul Trom within themselves in @ woirk
SO0, wcwh class situation before They s ever, N ER
wab Lo o oallow That Lo freely Tlow. They have o o
Through & whole otimer .. 56 Lhai someons moght, i
haat sbrictly technical point of view, initizlly sppesars
me bhough tThey have no Talont st oall but they need That
Lo ncdng AL owul of thon. Ofbers, T odon®h i, D
mat e what you Jdid ...

Wall, T think of wau as g baburasl actor who also has @
molished teohridague. But T dorn’t think that ds common.
1. guasse T m angry, Prustrabed  oang T owanted Lo Kioow
ow you felt about it in oppositdion o that i Wl
breaves 3L To wooples bthat say bhey are acltors and bhey
e ol anbors oand They are nol sobr : s bhey
s Wil be. T is like a@aying you iy Larne
pilot and vou don’t know how o Fly & plane,

Wer L1, pirealasaely that. T mabe basviog Lo bicing Ly New
York DUt it wouldrn®t ocour somewhers elae  necessoarlly.
Henrer I Young(iwwng Tar examels, 1 you ask someons who
e Dlaying the loend in the pley, "What vou  do?”
T work  with Bell Telephone”, o "1 WOk
e Ut dr New Yordk A7 hhey were  worledng with
Lepbons thesy wotild O, T'm oan sctor,”

-

= i Oy .
o are you doding right mow?” "0k, 7o not doing
1 P iahh mow. I'm working with Bell YTelsphons
Tim  drdving @ cabl "Well, then vowu  are @ o
S You kinow that fs what youw ors dolng, youw ace o
drdwver . You mupire o e, and youd hope o bhe Dot
at the moment you are o saly driver.' You Koow thers io
mathing wirong with that?

2

5

Mo, bt it o ds owvery bhyard Do Tind peopls to Just say whatl
They . T Toung D wvery Trustrasting 1o fhat #alomosh
ninety percent of the people thal I would meel would be

@metors., And T knew thoy weren®t. I don’t know i VO
met Lheat many bt 1 koow §ocia,

Ol yess,  maany . maEryy,  many. But 1 oadnire slso an awful
1ok of peoplo. Neow, Tor examole, 1 don’ L oven roms
FLATE G, ik ds not idnporbtomt to, but somne peopla that
Junt  saw perform occasiomnally, ob they slaht oing &
song in o restaurant or somehhing. Mayvize somsone ERRTeRW
Lham ot your tabls o whatever, and thay  would  ocone
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avers g They peally wers nob very good but I cddon’t
kmow That they knew L1, But aside from dolng Just bhat
they Ffound & 1ittle place and bthay gol & groud ol
Cogeitiner, or peoplo, bhey weren™t sll kido, arc they
ciigl shiows., They wolild do mavbe o oul down version of o
mus el . They odicd 211 Sthe work and they peresentaed Thoen
and  bhey weren't omoking any money  really, DUl Lhey
wanted o work, M coulad 9o and soes somebthing Like
Ehat, and nob ofiticize 1t in thes way that I would s
Broaduwasy show that weas Just as bad as bhat. That oost
B¢ miliion ol oost ome 325 to get In. It in ditfTPiculi
Lo wrgdorshand 17 you have ot o Broodway theater, 1iber
Presmy i pecrrle et vou can Tind, and 32 millon, how  yold
Gt . ses sonewhere 1 elght weelke Thab LT don’ D very
OO

e Lo

T
i

T m constantly smnzed.
T s hard to understand bthat,

Well, Togmiees 1 ds beosuse the peooles goling intoe It
that wers Lthe backers, the people that have that  money
that 4 so important, they Just aren’ i avare of whatl
in  preauired  and they furendish the momesy and Dhaen the
other paople teke licernse with 1t.

O weell, that is brge, vas, I mesn bthe backers parhaos
dor’ ko, Some do, some do ot Bt once The  momey
in given thoy hawve nobhing bo say, Ultimately. But it
1, it in Junt bherd to gulte conprehend That they
wollldn™ see something was wrong. Bt of oouirse,  Thara
are  those tlines too when you kKhow somesihing is  weong,
il voul are desperabtesly Deyving bo fix Lt Beomlss Yol

4.

o’ £ owant to loge =1l bhose

ragrcapa der

3

L At 3 opening nighil vesn, Youl by Lo ompatobhy B s
At et it going riaont, yves. Thal 4o & hemribhresiker.,
1 Fuave  beasn Lrvolved o Dhvings Like bDhat. Yol Kitow
that it going to limp om stoaas and you o hope That
somathing about it will catoh on.

Pt unfortunsately 14 4o sl ll om busioenn,

You o reqember Miss Katherime Mepburi’s last effort  be
Fore, S’ u dn amnother show right now, "West  Side
Waltbx., " Well, [ beliasve you wenit o see bhe luast one
she did, didn™t vou, or your frishnds did, that you wers
closs with? "Cocos Channsl.,”

Gy, T asw "Cocos, " veu,
Wasr’ L that the last thing she Jdigd?

T think it was,
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Lell & little bit aboulb bhow & greab Ty ik
invoelved dn tocrible Broodway prodldo--
ared she’ s dn anothse one now.

L odon™t krnow. -

-

A

coniashing don’ it it

T s and

<

G obviously wis convinoed]. Shis wasn® & terrible  in
"Coooa” Dot 4t wasnTt oL You Know, Thers were i
Tl girls  and bemutifal costumas. Fime, bl :
wasn't really @ singing volce, bub she kKoew Lhat, Fospe
the peoples who wanbted bo see Katherdine MHepburr o o
stags, bhay went aryway. L think sha gol good nobices
ard oo o6, bUl It wasn’t oa good show. T odon®t know
about this, I haven’ U seen §L.

My family saw L3 and I kind of resmeet thoeir Teolings
What my son ssiyvs, T repd some reviews that were terred
tyler., Werll, you woeluld think din a ooso like That poerhaps
Miaa HMopbhuwrn would Just appeasr on stage o bhe bheosther
i1 some lovely clothes arnd btalk for two howrs, T thindk
praonle wolldld be mgch more geab i led.

Well, there 1Is mno way of Knowing. EN
Teaahing, oF o, T shouiadn™ bt say hat bhub

4

@i lesmst With Sldizabeth Taylaor, @spoasrently ohe

Dhier  WEs vwity mood, gt Ghat io Dhe polnbt, she bDried 10
avd she was very good, O, T e ldiaeve They should ey
it.

T Ehdmk 40 Ao dust & cose of  being convinoeed thaet
avarybody would want vou to do ithis, angd bhey will lowve
Lo see yoll, you s @ lewendd in your own Time, and that
kind of thing, and csn Jdo oo weong. T osupposs Onse Youl
bazerame convineaed of that you take Tthe shot, I BUDLIC HBE
T don'it know.

Wedl 1, thaere Lo mary ., many Lhidmgs T will  never wmcdey-
aiared alaogi it I : That Is why it enchants so
many  peopnla, Yol bed opportunity when you Lived in Mew
Yark City Lo go Lo many auditlions, like youw sald. SRR
you didn’ o want bo plamy he gang, which you do have  to
o through., The humiliating thing of going Lhrough GThe
Al of spomivicng Tor The Jobs, Thail is much more
dresdiual  than auditioninmg. Thiee  mmd Ling, oharaing,
unf lousness that you have to go Sthrough o much, Mo,
Lell soma  of ithe Chings Lhai peopls Yol Koow  In T
theater there did o Keop themse lves golrmg s opposed
o the peoplae hore. You Know maks & combarinon somse
how, 17 vyou oo,

Well, for exomple i the "Fantbosticoks”™. T fhdmk  This
5

in someihing thab people gosh ofbten <do not understearnc.

16
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T blink awver peciple, Ssome Deopla, who are Dnvolved with
thester do not undcoersiendg ... whaen 1 worksd off Broads
way  in the "Tanbasticks” we workesd undese saulty oon-
et For minainugn., Foaoarvhoody, whether AL was  the
leading  man o Dhwe aemalleslt role in show, R TIE Tl iy
SEMS MONeY ., 370 o oweel, Bt bhet was baforse Laxoes youl
vircler st and.

Whiant yewsr odid thab start? Were vour I o7

I startad, s, Aas g eaulty conbracht membsrs in
1968, MNOow, & Toaxen youl had gbhowt $59. S o wirtunle
1y everybody L bhe show head & job, they had to have &
dob. Thera was oneg Tellow who drove o cab. MWow  arothy
e man who was wilth the show Tor mesny yoears, oid o lot
Of  commeroials. Soo ih didnT b omalke wny difTeraensce, P
mads & lob of monsy From his commercilals., iy, Daonl
worload, Orne f=llow worked st the Tiravel agency. Feople
worked with Olstens, doling bemporary tybing Jobs.

o

Wiher T was  firet in New York T wold dreaperiss @t
Macy’ o, ALl I neaded bto sarn some @xbira monsy  and T
decided  once hharae used Lo be @ ohaln of restaurants,
Sohrafs’ s, which @roe o longer there. At tiyey el
people i aeddition to bhe reostsurants L. They  aold
praniries ano iinen like Dhab, Sy L had @ ok Qres
which lssted only until the deay I owas o @0 10 woirk. 1
mean by Tthat I mad to brain for Dhiree days. I wan Lo
e dive  al work st 400 40 the morning, i The Waalld
Btiest aresa, in Lhe thivrd bossement of the Chase Manhait-
T ik, My Job was going o bhe to make this oig urm
OF coffes T owan & hugs coom Tull of pgople who  wore
cdoing nothing but pushing on IBM machines and worling
Tl ;-w ek s, Jignt this sort of ... T weis o lilke
locust, thalt do the gound, I went dowin Tor thires  days
aZivd T J Lowed This man arowind so that ¥ o could leasrn Ghe
Pruasinens, How to malke The coffes in the urrn and how To
prasky bhe cesrh, with blusbhearey danish oand things on it
arowrdd to @ll theass people, oo bthat they  could  bDuy
coffes g & canlsh, o moavbe they wanted o olroamon
dorut . Those werse on bhe second shelT. T Was hard o
lear., T workasd Trom 4:00 in the moraling thesres until
VOO sl therny 1 went home ard ohasfiged and went o
Macy® o &t G, Untortunatsly, s was  leaving on
vacation  and the day he laft ¥ didan™t get up to wo Lo
Wy At 40 dn bthe morning to go o work. Go losi
that Jdob.  They did pay me, I think I gob S19% or some-
tinlng for the thrase days T had worked. T odornt rememe
Lacsrs, Arid T think two dozen blueberry danish, T don’™
CEMEMDGT .

Thers aite B3 mary Whest we wollld ke RARR Dl zairre NESISEN
fieie

Well, I don™t know this ls necessarlly apropos bul we
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mirey  ag moved o New York before 1od ?13 mid e e
woriced wooden printinos., Sear e hagd s dob with o compe-
v oA bhey  manefascbured  packaging For  cosmebic’s
fimme. T warntad somaething, anyvihing. 1 think T Wi
Wk Ling bﬂt Jush o earn exbrea poney i The  evernding,
e wisdad, w1, AF you want 1t s Kind of dull o work but
P wou don’i mtnd coming odown.” The place where  Lhey
printed ®s1)1 of this we i o At le foacohory An Lower
Mt ban., They were doing g packoage hThalt haad golden
glossing on Dhe fronb. A the packages  ocamne through
aroundg the smbossing there were 1ithle Tlakes of o lnd
ard they had Lo be brushsd. T seid, "M#ll Frrenic, i
woLld  vou define this job?."  He oaid, "Well, you  aro
called & box wissr,”  Now, I bad oo fdes whether I
could  put Dhet on & resums or anyihing, and I did ool
Work sl Dhat very Lang.,

Ut il T went bhere T had mever realizad how many  parite
fhme, ldiotic Jdobs there s, il yond?

Werl ), T hwadd worked in saome .. Well,
baexfFore I ﬁ!( set pins 4 Dowling salLl1
Lheals iy Michigoan whoen Do owas o kid. But thers are,
i Lrul )r i e, T haad worked o marketing  res

ancd  bhele mador funchion was Lo Lesth oul new  products
et g large ocomparny Would manuiaciiare. Sy bl ey
ol aet oa Teel of the public®s agoepibonce befors they
put mll the machinery in. Then the interviewers would
ao around door To door and Lesve OFF he dog Tood o
aaelabin suprems o whatever 1§ weas called and come baok
the next week Lo get the opinion of the person who bead
e Using dt. You woeuld get thase sbrangs  responses,
The interviewer would say, "We gave you o wesks supply
o oag  Food. Why did yau arly give o oyours dog o
thires days?’ She said, "Well, I planned to give 14 to
Mim mll week hub he diad,”  or "I couldan’t stand uo
long  enough o cook the djello,” or "It basbted like
valoanizaed rubber, " ar whmhaver . RBut then 1 buwilt
things, HUilt shelves, kbwoeoked out walls, and all kinds
af  things. Camrriod lumber From the WHest  Silde Lumber
Yard  bthreough Times Sgusye of my saboulder:s, oyl 1w
Lhen  wsms  when I would run into sonmebody  from your
POMe T oW .

RBeomdse ¥ alwars considered your o be @ .. When T met
yvoul I was very I awe of Lhe facoct that vou  and your
roommats, my friend Bobh Gray, wers  mobual Living,
tryrobibing New York-ites, who Lived in New York, Right
i Gresnwich Village, where 1 bead slsys drwwm@d o
eing  Tor aver. I omlways did consider youl & tymicﬁi
Mevw Yorloor . T oroalizoe you bhagd boorn there Like thirteen
o Fourbtasn years bub you seemed Do ome The ldesl New
York person. Your seemedd s acclimasted to o the Tite
Lhera . Coalld  you Kind of give & routines day in New

1.5



Yorde?  What it ds like when you are living There  being
o motor, baing in bheater, and doing everyihing else?
Recauses 1 odon’ b think peoples reallize come of bthe  good
Things tnere are. And There are. Yeald G gy, AT youl

ayicer clmpaires }

o, fave @ dinink oat 4000 in the mornings
Wesdle L. those kinds of tThings.

Well, I bhidmk b ds some of Dhal that T miss aboul New
Yoric, For syxamele sverny L7 you are working twe Jobs in
New Yoric., It seosms bo me, at any rate, but perhaps bthai
1a Just the way I function, 47 1 couwld work from  2:00
to D00 sand Lhery I owouldad need Lo e gl Lhe Choeotey al
&:00 angd T oworked .. Well, yau fhagd elaght shows & we .
KT I fimel Saturcday cduedng e oay Freme st Mobwey
evening Traee, Truat was 1, weriod. Thearea wesrn’ B o
Trese  dmy  alb sll. O the weskends you digd  two shows
Savurday nlgant bacle o Doaok, Yaou had o e W o do an
T iarnoon and evening partormances on Sunaday and e alb
adne to work Mondoay morndog. Bot it seomed you could
Aocomalish more. Mayie Decasdss you o usedc YA 1 i
bhetter, T dorn’ i know. But T think peopls, & 1ol of
peoila, are leary, in o way, of New York. I That Ty
ik 1t would e much mors difFicult o work there, I
i 1t eamciesr I @ cenoe,

Iy the Jobs fhat I have hoad st lesmst 4t ds sope what
less stringent, you are atill expechsad Lo o ab work sl
200, vou know, but That ds it Yol worlk fyeom 2:00 0 to
S:00, with an houe Tor lunch, andg wibthin that how you
CIEATA I ovour working midbtown let’ s soy. ¥you o oan e e
siviamlly @y Food, Arvy King of Voo youw wolad  Like
hecause thers are Tifteen, eighteern, twenty-{ive prese
Paarant s closs onough angd sl)l verisd culilsine 17 thal is
whsl wae  want to soy. Thries  s@ane Lrtaer st bomes, T
would st noms atter a walk, Well, TFiran af =l I
W Lleeed clowrm Foupy F1ig steps ang down another six
Lo bhe subway and then o sl oand soe o on and peturn andd
do the soame thing. But iF yvouw dian®t feel like cooking
sometning or 17 you wanted Lo Just go oul and esi, vl
conddo] enodly walk within o few locks ord have Ttalion,
Frerriety, Spantisky, German,  any of Those. T miss Lhose
things  @snd T omiss frlends. T oo not miss .. Ore of
the  Uhings 7 don’ it Iike slwout Living ... i am ot
Dloming Youngstowrn it would he  wvirituslly  onywhere
outsicds  of the oliy the sige OF New York. I hate Lo
Magver bo o aul omid bty o wiarm up o= oo L the  winter
arnd sorape the windows and worry aboul bhe tiras and
the gas and all that. Momas of which you need to  worery
moout I New Yorio, Iy Amoo gesat Loooaey riob to hawve Lo
worey mboul thest.

f

RIS X
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T thirnk it does expedite yvour movements to be abls to
Jume on Hhose subways and Dusses, Al thouaghh, as we both
RV, it has bheaoome more doangerolls 1o Jump orn thwem
because of heing aooosted.

1%
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That is beue.

Thiah s changed greatly Idn the last five yen
That is right. I have Deany here victually hat Tengtn

of Time.

You moved here about bhath Dilime ool Lfiear 1 used Lo
vianil  wvou constantly on Slighth Street in the Yillage,
by Sixth Avenus, Lhere wss a West Fourth Street  subws
station  ithat Wz sl constani iy . Wer  myever basd mmy
o e L Bhat, Was owr loogl subway stop.

That 1as right.

Wex 11, riow i @ @re peonlse lurking Lo The doorweasy of
thers Lo abtlack you conastanbly. You must bhe on "t
ard  must always be asteaild. Tt is @ shame o ses
Fraspoenia, I have seen Thabt otferrngs Wikl my own eyes.

Pet
|

Yes, that do wery true.
I hawe sesn 1t Lhe last filve vegrs.,

The whols villags has chaenged & great ddesl. Weld, Lhueh
ERFTENEY in marticulae. Becaise when T moved bThears you
ot Just  wandsr srowred, look i shops, YOu goulad
rowse s aple didn’h Follow yvou around. Bul even
petfore T lefh the shops hod icon gates coming down in
front of the entire front of The store. Like & gorage
door Wit open mesh Thoat Ul led dawn angd locked D1y The
cenent 1 the sidewslk, because bhero were  Jusih Loo
miaryy robbherles, and Yoo maEny mugogings.

f

Thils doesn’t sowrd like s Life of the theaber buh iIh is
Decamuse it Tources g lot of theoter people snd  olber
Lo le Ot of That ploce. Do vouw abtbribute  The i
cremse I that kind of wviolaemt 1dife Lo dirugs i sy
way?  Becouss L omysalt have Ffound so many peoplae DThepe,
Lhat sesom to e acbing fLm that way., were on cdrugs.,

Y, goapecially that becguse Tthe Village Tast  atb e

ell, ir hems beon s8veral Years now. T rmever spent
much time Lhare, Thers wasn' b that ouch to attract ome,
raostaurants, o theataers, oF movias, oF sy thing
Wimd.

Of gourcse yol should poeint out that your spartmnent  was
o lock and s hald aweay Trom Washington Saousre Aroby, #3
very desirabls neighborbood in the Village.

Y, Pt It ogsn moving west ang there was o s LA
hatel . I dorn’ vt remesmnber wheiher Dhat woes still FLars -
viorning. T b & Lititie miang bhar angd  there  wa
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Fallow thars who had olaved For wenrs.

Ths Hotel Harl.

Yo, and there wore still ads in ths New York Masgaszins
argd many pooaple wWwoeidld come @ll bhe way downlown Lo By
Mim, and Lt turned into Just & terribie hotel,

T8 is now & halfeay houss For odeug odadiots,

That dis riahi.

Tsnt that troagic.

It is right omn the cormner of Weshinglton Sausrs,

I seems like 16 gels worse evepryday and 1 Juat WO
derecd  If  that affected any of voulr  decision also.
PBocaliss yol Were so athuned into living in the clty. 1
Frevar mel @ merson 50 L tune Wwith thedr swrroundings
ae Yol seen o e in Mew Yorlo.

Well, T was vary comfortoshle o o lob of good friends,
Youl tadaht me about Mew York and you tasughb me all bhe

nioe thiings and how o get around and mads me feel like
it was & plomoe ¥ owanted Lo Live.

%

Wearll, it da @ wonderful place. Tt de Just ... T don’t
Ko . An I sy, liwing there that lenobth o time, L
SUppose people  who live Dhaere longesr  heve seen bha
rnelgnborbood perhaps they lived in starl to detsriorabs
ard 5o they hove moved sonewhere else, s Tound  That
to start going down Tor whatever rapson. FParhans o an
areds  bthat is very Dbad, they start olesning we  or ree
Ll lading in Bl ares so Uhat people starth migeating to
thier sect Lors. T ocdan’t know the remnon achuml ly e
it but I do think drugs plaved & large  pach of it
Beomuse T koow T oooulad wallk out omy  front doore SERLtel
There  were  very old establlished  shobs along, Thesy
medgsn  To ahange ond I o would walk out and peoplse  wollld
Just pass me on the streed asking 17 1 wanted marijus-
vig, o 47 T wamnited heroin, o 47 1 wanted ... Ard of
courss vou could indeed go up Lo @ policeman and  say,
"This person Jubt osked me 17 I warted Lo buy  heroln,
hul there was nobhing that could be done., Thuey  wonla-
et have any or them, therse wouldn®t be any proof, it
wotdld be your word agsinst his. But that  hed mnever
happencd bheaefore.

“a

Thwat is o righ. Theay @lso would offer #ll kKinds of
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Uppprerr o mned dowhers and sven covalne.
Virtually oroybhing vould wanted,

ey, Iy the lunch hows it ls Interesting Lo note DThat
they, the pushersa, In the mnidbown sspecially whers Uhe
hwavy conaolidation of workers sre in the offices, @l
ek time ey go threough the oacks and The  places
whers peonle btake sack lunches snd sell thes mariddans,
edgnranten, doints, for & $1 or $2 to hoave with  their
ia Just a common thing, LThey peddle ol

lurnch. That i
Jusne Mo ome bobhers ohaem,

i

Oy vesn, that is bimuae,
I never golt used to 1U,
Mok have 5.

Everr  when 1 waboned all ihe people in the offices
buving them and realiszsing they wers going back  up o

ot

their office stoned O work.
Exemotly. But it dg dnteresting too, that Theere  aro
paole .. Well youo smell dhem, I osuppose It depends on
whieice you aive, byt you g1l Bhem In Manbatban, o0 leasi
I think ... Meet people who are genuine  New  Yorkees,
born and bred New Yorkers, D oan renomber meelbing, nob
omly  on one ocession, bDut o dn plasces T worked, 2y ler
whio  had been Dorn and ralsed, nol necessarily in Man-
Peat boarr bt in Brooklyn Heightos, or Brooklyn, who diadn’t
kiow  anvihing more aboul Manbsaittan Than getibing Trom
thedir house to their dob and bhack. T oworked in g place
that was aboul Ten bhlocks Trom Central Poark. Thisre was
i lady bthere who was about, U bolisve, fTorby-Tive years
old, she didn’t even know where Central Pack was.

1 know.,
Just o remsrlats Lo,

And  webt many of wug, what you call midwestesrners, hey
certainly ezl led s midwesterners, 1T vou are  beyond
Netw Jerosey voul sre noapldwssterner o o Cslifornian.
That 1is &ll they thirnk of, they are very insular. Mary
af v Torelugners, 1 guess 1o what they bthought af L
B35, I Found Lo be the people truly szemsd Lo s mors
caring about New York City and look into 1ts history,
mid oo and ses Dhings, and knew oore aboul The  actual
city. Whast odid voul thimk?

Gy, T think that {s fGrue. I omluo think Dhalt  gencserally
peoplae L New York tend to be mors halpful. I mesmry youl
maEy have gone In Tor & week and wou had never been
there arad  youl @re stending on s corner and Lhere i
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this, Just @ look on o vour faoce that yoll @itse nou G
which way to turin or whare Lo Sixth. You stop and soll
somneone, Where ds Lexingbon Avenue,” or "Where s L.
Thusy e JUSF mn likely o say, "Well, T'a going in
thet directio TP tmke you, " @s to sy, "lei, ¥
don’ Peapen t:o be goling thalt way bhut The streeis Ly
211 Fdmberedd and Lhe next Aavernge 1o Fourth and Lh&m,
ol Tivey it will cohanges sl 1t may  be  Madison, aricl
lexinglton, so don’t gel nervous il will bDe the next one
ongerpe, "t They aire Just, Uthey are vary helpful in halv
WESY .

T osmlways found them too, and psople sald they e oold
T dom‘t think they @re st =sil.

Right, I don’t think they are either

T depended very muach on the Rindness of strangers  in
New  York ashd found  that  They were lovely. Tell
about vaw I'm o trving bo think of some things that YLl
mave told me aboul In your tTheater experiences Pepe ir
Ghio. Wizl l, like wou worked o g summer project  thea--
e g couples years bhoack Degnuse you 5o strorngly e
lieved that there is more that oan bhe done. Wowlch you
Like to tolk aboul bthet ot all?

Wetl, T don’i know that there is all thabt much to  say.
The Fobe weas that the .. They hadgn’ i dorme anyithing  in
fhe Arensm I that sense, In a summer prodech o summess
program Tor several yemra. Tive bhosrdg sgreea hwai we
could do that. They wanted us to use, which is  under-
stomdakle, malnly new people.

Tall bhem whal the Arens is?
Weell, e Arerns ostensibly remlly s Just @ overy  large
proomn of T of bhe lobby In Phe theater  which is  used
basically Tor a rehsarsal hall ab Dhis point. T ddonti
Kinow  whether it was bhuilt s such, bubh it is  set wp
With  spoce onhough that it cen be arroaoged to present
shows in & btotal asrena  production, total ciroulas
seating  ares  With an arenag production, o it can be
used in o three-sided Tashion. Thetre is space bto  seab
abhowt 18D peoples plus feoilitdies for lighbting sarnd sournd
mid @1l of That. S0 the equipment Lthat would e needdsd
s bhere. The spaces 15 somswhat 1imited, ot that
particular  apace, but doing productions  during Lhe
so@nory AL s mainly needead becauss we have to have  the
ﬁhﬁﬁwsal BIVACE . But in the summers generally, ey
ion’t much hacpening at the theaster. Go seversl people
besd wanted o Dry Lo reestablish & summer pirogeram, @y
= Lot of peonls weres interaested.

Most of the directors, T Li ir i< there wers Ffowus  pirodue-
tlons  done, had not directed before, S Lt owas m ey
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sxparisnce Torr them, Ther shows burned out Lo work
cuai e well and bthe audience responded, 1 bLkink, Sy
OO, very good fashlorn to the producthdomns Theat L tes
o, That e yel Lo be repeabted. T don’t know et
I will be, It ds expensive Lo kKeep the Dhoester  opaens
I guess thare ars smany creasons Tor ih, 1 don't know all
of  them, T ¢om’ 4 whink that the execubtive director
mecasgarlly  weants Uhel ing of progrean. T Uhink  morse
becadse  of the Taeth that he Teels that he peeds 1o be
around and would llke Lo have some free  Dime himselT
cdurling the synmers when D60 s poossible. S bhels ool
pe in larges Dot Uhe reason Tor nobt being Lhat entbaasi-
mutde about it Ao T say, LY s sn expenne, It is
WY e xDertnive [o Keen the UTheaster In operation during
The summer bocause you cant T oJdust open bhat section of
the building, @ang thon bhe whole building i open, Uhat
is At So then youl nesd security pegile ard thwval ki
of bthiing. Bt it still iz sxciting because mlihowoh 1t
wasr U recessand 1% that seassorn, in & situationm  of
that kind yvou can do plays that generally spesalking, our
audiences upstailrs wouldn™ t acospi. They might bhe ...
I dor’ b omesn that they are dirty or anybhing of Uhat
kdmd, Lt paerhebs subdecth matter Shat by wolilcod fFind
affonsive or whatevoer. Which keeps us Trom dolng  Lhen
vestaires andg 10 would be wonderful to have the opooritiyg-
mity  to o ddo them. Fveryvore is willing, s far oas T
Ko, but perfectly wWillimg to do them in bhe Arens.
They don’t teal They have Lo be done upstairs bhey Just
Like the apportunity Lo do Lhem.

I firnd the sudisnces are Willing Lo come Lo Lhe Srais.

Oy vau, Andeod they sre. It is drmteresting bhat SOTE
meonla who have seen peoduchions in the &rens, and mot
objected at all, I'm quites certain would heave objected,
he osame  peopls, obJected Lo them being on bhes  mair
sl mee. T don®t understand why but T think  that is
Tl .

E rievear Wi ll understang i, Thiere L & differesnce in
abttituds angd I guess that gets bhal teke experimental
Theater in the Aprens.

Right, right.

T frsve gplways bheen snused by theat title. Thiet N Ears
anvihing that isn’ © straight down Lhe micddle.

Ut why does the woprd experimentsl moake 46 ail right,
Because this might nobt turh owlh yignt.
However, 1t could only be experimentsl down tThere,

T know.,
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Yoo ooiald wse bhe word sxperimental upastaics bub it
sEALL would nott be acoeplable.

Tt ig wvery amusing,
P 4t s bo o do with elevation or altitude, T

Praspieggas
Mo,
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F
i

The peculiar ming struotbures that goe on dn the bullding
lararahy  of theaters. I bhink theat e Yo mg s L own
Plavhouss being o lorge i o siee as L s I dust
Tound oul yveosterday, 1 wos checking with Bolr Gray i-hal
the largest  east of the Missiasslepi. There &are SwWo
Gibers larder wesi. Mot el ds guile & reputation Lo
fiave .

O, wves,

Theroefores, T think this thester here snould  be  moroe
civersitied.

Flus T think it is dinteresting bthat 1 have now .. Let
mer Lhink, Uhere have beesn, I would say, @ dozen peoplo
Lhat T know who live in Moew York, have lived  dn Mew
York,  and o oL T othink 4t Is only ... MNo,  twoe  of
Thien. Gre borye and ralsed do New  York,  Uhe  obheae
ontensibly Yonkers but into Mew Yok, I guess they &ll
thoughh cominunity Lheeatar, Well, two of bthem have bﬁﬁh
mere  and directed. Others, a Yrlesnd Teom Californio,
comivg Theoudgh st Thay e 52ll amazed @t the
Tacilities, Wit L aved labhle. Doame have seer produc--
Lions, soms Were nod able to and are anormously G
prised by the guality of what ls going on. They  Just
e’ i ocomprehend that 1t still goss baok o same 1ittles
i, vou Enow, B Tew peopls gebtbing bogeithoer. Thyery
don® o know what exists outelde of the two consts. Thet
1s ety much L.

Thier thing bhough takvc;Lz%' The playvhouases
Giiditer L L. The seabing capasociby 1o of
asevetral Broodwsy houses,

That is brue.

Al that always astonishes New York vigitors.,  They 4o,
" Ory, 1 had no ides. " T bhink bhey think ws  sare ol
herme iy & Lent, VYO FHNow?

Wed 1, st when they @ onpmoe @nd Dhey uay,  CNow what
in 1;?11.&3 vreEEaresl 8 e cxgnyy e Liaed] o ot Things. "
They @mre accostuimescd ic:: avan 17 they @mre doilng o Hroacd-
w?‘}f ahow, Lo working in 1ittle, denk studios, and  biony
Litntle places, or any place bthoab Ghey ocan ¥ ind. Pl ey
iOHniM g old hotel balleoom or, yYoul Kriow; whataver,
and meving  all about town, worklng in obhor places,

w3
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reTore Lhey are owver mesr The theater.

I don’t know That you ... You bhad so much diverse oxpe

rrimnocs &t suichy @ vourng ade. Bur T myse ¥ i only
woerked st bhe Youmngstown FPlavhouse, angd sevepsl  plooos
around hera, Whart T got to New Yordk  and  sow o Dhe
wreltoched space avallable for prehegrssl, T owae absoliite-
Ly dumipiounded, T was &0 sboiled Trom having @ll CiiE
oo here,

Right. Theat do true beosuses 1t alse enteils  something
elas  That is nob Dhought of ofbhen, but yow i inm =
spoace That 1o quite asmall or oramped that dosan’t baegin
o wive  you  the size of he stage yvyou  going Lo e
Working or.  Thern yvou must adiust ho the atage and youl
heve Thaer gol Lo maks bthree steps cover Lwalve  Tesih
O fare atens gover Two. Your haewve o oo t by WEHTY
auickly. Whioh wgain is somebthing that is wonderfiel in
B o sense about touring. Racoaise yoll may e  dolng  the
same show but vou don’ it oarrive i bime Lo bhave & rae
Mamranl and yvou might be working on & stage half the
size  of the one yvou did Dhe day beTore. You  Just hawve
To Till the stage. Dnce you gat accostumad Do that it
is ol Tt but bhat boo fs oan axperience bhab @ives wou
@ different sense of Things. To Worlk & thester  that
sgabts 200 and then ong Uhal sgate 3020,

a

Tosam sitLing here looking ol oyowe Toce, Ron, under this
Iittle Kindg of spobtlight we have in hasre, I am bhink-
ing, "Hers is Ron, thet T have been looking at his faocs
Tor fourtesn years and e never changes his looks. tar
ie @ nioe  locking, Dlond hedred person, Wit blus
OYEG, I was wondsring IT that has anyibhing o do bhat

vl Garn wlay dif{ferant ayes. Firoamn sixtoeen Lo minety, T
haave sesn Yol do so many diverse roles, 1 Ly L
figure oul what iz the ab Ty, what is Che bacdoc bhdng
Lhoalt vou  have Thab yow are 20 bellevable i &ll of
those.

Well, T don’it know. T don’t thin

gt Bhis polnt. T othink that ...

1 could mlay sixbesn
cdon’h think. ..

- A

Mepyhe twenty-—-one Then.

Yixs, Bl 7 will Lell you theps hoas besn aoch @an anor
mous  change in several yeaeomrs, sasveral 1dks mayvbe even
Fifheen, twenty years, where I =it that I used to bDe
mhhle  to play auite & Lih younger bhan 1 oan, Pheary 1
Fexexl T coan now. Hasn®t to do necesssr-ily with = loolk
o wnyihing but that T don’t neceessrily understoand @
paerason of bhal sage now.

Insice?

Mo, I odord L understand what they are talking asboutb. b

sl
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don®t understand thelir feelings or attitudes. Tt meakoess
Lt muohy more diffiwuiix T did soend a period of Time
Tooking o certain age which made me wvery ahory  bhocouse
ataide  of New York youw hoave @ lacges  opportunity to
wley m wider moge range, Futy ot thidcty-flve 1 woanbsed o
play someons  bwenby-sight and they sl "TYWou Look
seveniheen. Well, T asmid, "8Bub by the time I look
thirty-Five 1 will bhe elahty, HMow can L oplay  thiciy-
five T won’™t be 2le to stond we.”

I Sust wonclered LF Ghat badgd anviblng o odo wibthh Lt
beside vouwr Tolent., Mene some of yows Tavorite charac

Lerizations,. some of the roles bhat yvou really  enjoved
the charscters, amnd why,

E

Well, I liked playing Clyde in "Five Finger Exercise’
because T liked the Toamily situabion. LoYiked whot wab
Praprening within the family, British family. That A
several 7 But 1 like the ocharacter. Well,
That woas yourigy ohesractar, Wl 1, T was yourger frbvern
ey Werl . T like plasying Tarcs to @ cerbtaln degrae. 1
cion®t krnow that I could plok ot & partlicular charaoher
in any Taroe, T oendoved btoo oo s " Chwse Me o Corrad”
el ier bhis ssason Just becsuse bhe was so ... Nob Shis
BETMSONn, last sesson ... 50 bhilzegre, T omearn just  orazy
almosl burlescus iod of bhlog. Trml wasn ge=al Fun. {
wolldd  liked o have playved Herry in "Lion i Wisnter,”
at: L think L need 0o e o Libhhle older for LThab. Tha:
poeowmiase 1 Like Uhe strergbbh of bihe ohaeaeter,  and e
s is wonderTul.

How did vowr Fesl mboult plaving Seoffray, the son?

Gaot ey was e T odiedm®t think T was necessarily
ARSI For Gooftf rey bubt I guess 1t worked wcll ETIGLIGT .
T don®it know whah elsDe wowulad 1.,

i3
a4
7

Wel l, vou  heve dome dozens of Foles. That fa why T
Ehought some sthand outs In vour whole 11fe,

Wel 1, T like the old actoe 1n the "Fanbastioks,” taen

catse e ls very polgnant, and he is wvery dear  and O
think wos never very good as an ot T asort of Tell
fthat he hagd a2 one Lime zhol as 2 Shalkespearean actor
AN Wwos terrific and never oould mateh Lt and Just made
e his own combpany and oW bhere Is mobthing lett of Lt
woald o Ko, That was enjovable, The mate ir that  show
s paesabitful role becsuss yold nooed Yo e oso Taso QN

it i wimost like doing mime o something.

rs“ 5

i
j

That ahow is hard Lo descoribe becauses 1L bhas gob it
artonol comnpmEaty T Cwhe mobhora. We fTorgeln sometimes, T
Livinic, thaat & lob of pgopls, Like I, have #never  seen
it Tt ds hard o beldave,

ey
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Oy wae

Bt At ds sl filling up caidly. Fwern though 1t has
beon FunnLng that many yeairs @ Lot of people don' i know
it. Do you think you wouldad like Lo do moviae  work  or
iy movie work?

r

T odom’ i kmow. I heve

done virtuslly  nothiing, There
@re @ooounlae of on things [ heve done bhat 1
Wins @mbala Lo goo, { Qicin®™h Like That ot @ll. 1
didn’t  like what T owas Jdoing. ToohoverntT b oamy ddea
heoause T hoave never done 1T Tt woulc dunt Da B/ whols
it ferent thing, cortainly. T omewn, Yol Jnow, itvtimg
marka, and FTorgetting about prodectlon, and working  in
such an intimate way, and yelb with no actusl intimscy
frerccmLise Yol o sEire nat wWworking specifiooml iy Wi L sy ors
much of the Lime.

age Work you gun feasl thae Pldld of the ohar
actaer In e mlay and the dnner olay with Lhe other
waonlas 1o very strong. Mg, e you sald, the projecs
tlon of your volos Lo lmporiant.

Aried the foedback, the dmmediste feechack From oam sadi-
orce Doelrg Thara with youo

Thies liwve suacllence.
Pae 7 Therses i o sound they are stbill there and YO
faesl them, There is a saenss of 1i.
Vs, Youd oo, You Tesl thelir presence, that is right.
That  is & wordsriful Teeling. T Just  wonclered, 1
thought perhans you had done some Television work mnd 3
dic” L Enow whab 16 was, Whast, ds 34 exscehly?
0y, Juest L .. T did & thing when I wes I Pittabuyeghy,
well we odid Little things Crom childrens plavas, bul we
did  something for the Pittaburah, T Uhink it woss  the
hicenbannial, T don’ b reosll now. T ogdon’t know what Lo
was Far.  Anywey some coelebration which was, I think, &
halfanhour program about the ity bheing :
Wis @ colonial ind of shory was whah 10 was,  and ey
il it on whatever thoey used ol ohe Lime. S0 thalt we
W i eaaed A b waasn

T immaediately after 14 wWeas Fimd ot
raabher amlis ing. T wasn bt omesnt to be but it was.

o, T owould like yau to sperxd & Little bit  of i me
Talling aboul what you btold me once about any job that
yvou o that youw feel you gare doing well and yol have &
senss of accomplishment apout 1t is okay  wibthh you®?
Booouse T @mlways oskad you how you ocould besr to  give
Uy wour LiTe i New York o ooms haere, Altiwagh mow
that 1 have spent time there I understoand SDebber. 1
siways Dhoughi That ohe am ot omy Lide woild be to go
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and Live there, wtil I did, Bot ab oy rats, you bold
me thest your are veaery hispoy s long veald Paave Ddme o
TorEsser ) gt vold have becomes like o remlly experionoesd
Traveler. You love Puprops snd you o There freduentiy.
You saicd, TAn long as I ocan pul money aside every  yeas
et kiow thst i somebhing hat T hove to ook forwarg
o, ord that s & gies Joy in omy Lifel” Mo, ol D
et iy bo o &m kind of oyvole now oand every yoar 1 g e
kimow whai countiry you will be ending uin In, Paogis
something abhout That?

Slnouthe
Tl showt that.
Just sboul belng able Lo Do conbtent mormally?

Yoo philosophy. Yerds, and UTher yvowr going Into LGravel-
irg.
I don't  think I can be conbant  doing  asnvibhing. it
deperdds o Lot on the mle around me, DThe people X i
worlalmg with, ¥ 4t is something T think I o do
repaonanly well It i ail righi so long s 1 osay if T
oot hemve ... IF T con do osome Things I owant o do. Tr
e wosircin, U o know om lof of peonle L New  Yorlk, Eik=ra
wine willi o go ., They get @ Job dn Thester,
et it ds, and 1t lasts Tor sighh wesks ofr whoalbov-
£, Thern They @re on anemeloyment angd thaob Lo the way
the  apand btheir lives. T ogan’ t stand Lhatb. T4 W d
drive me btobally orazy, T ldke to bhe active. So X
worla e Jush o sn happhy Do bhe working resosueceh firm o
WOk Ty woan oftice o . L. S0 long as ¥ oknew  Thab T
Collld adesy ;o o vaenablon o thalt T ooould o o, Ie e
@noughy money  Thaat I oould oul money Away @anadg oo af T
somerlace, mayoe To Naw York Tor o waekopd, T i
want o wo, I wanted to go to Califormip several yesrs
ago arng Torasnlized at UThaet Dies Dhat i was mors expers
save  to Tly to Califormiam Lhan 40 weass o London, I
A STCIBICISe T othink ¥ will oo o London " Tham, ofF
GO S, T omore ar less I oTell in love with Londorn and
whnat I have seen of fThe Seitish Tales, Gy T ohave boen
bigacky There sewveral Limes. I haven™t beon L thet many
plarces bul 1 spernd osas omuach Dime as T csan. I speng Lime
Ary Themlwy, AL Fronmce, and then in the Brlitish Tsles,
el ly in Englarnd, Soobland, angd Wales.

o

What odo o wou Fimd ds the main, 17 »ou oBrn deTinse Li, the
main diTtlerence In the Lifostyle bebweern Lhere aod bhaeo
et your Jike soomuch. Cary You pin It dowe?

Wex 11, I krmow what ¥ sense, what 1 fael. T odon’t  krow
Lt it owould be hhe smme 17 T wae living  there, i
Naving  bto work, @ndg manadgs on., Many people ssarm laess
moneay Thwry me, goenerally spesking. Bul there 4o &0
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attitude whilch 18 more vmeloxed. T omin spesmking of
Friglesmd mow. Peoople seen more honesh bul very  gentle,
andg they 211 seaem Lo respect ong anobthse. 7 youwr  Job
mappens to be ploking up the papers in the  pack and
tidving 1t wp, you are not looked down upar generally
soaking., You know youl oo That wel) ano it is Like o
professlon that s adnired bocguse people coms oand will
pasy by someone Like Dhal and say, Trhae park Looks
lovely. You o are doing o sautiful  dob. Yeold  kKrow
Lecause Lhey Love bhaeils porks and bthey do look  beaubio-
Tl There arer’ ©nany oeapers Lo oick up so fThey may
apend time trlmming litile b lorng Lthe sidewsnlic,
voul now,  sned ocurvliog out Litole olaces An the Flowars
bed  whsre @ couble of weeds hugve gontien in. Thaats  may
sound s11ly, but there is enormous pride in theb and it
looks bheagbiftul., S ovoll dorn’ b fes) like yvou ars din @
conerate  olty. There @re trees, sl garclens, zari
paris, and you can slt, and not be haobthseed of you o can
et g ohair In Hyde Park. Rent your ohailre for, 1,
don't know, Tive pence or somsbthing like thal, angd  you
Taold 4t and return 1. You krow, and mo o orne bothers
your chailr.

Your  ocmrn go dn the porks with @ much  morse degrese of
satety than you can in ...

Of vea, indeed,

How 1o it st nlaght In bthe parks there?

T don’t Kaow, The only night I wss in the poark  tThere
Wi Bihe night they were giving Tireworks hetore  Prinos
Chorles and Lady Dlans’ s woeddimg.

We ll, Lhal wasn’t s GCyvploml mnight.

Thiat WFa % Lrsgane Byt that s ohe only niosht I have
1

You gob o go while Prince Charles ond Lody Dians were

o

meair Ied?

T8 was e last day. The wedding wasn The las

Could youl tell me aboul that? Noit many of us have had
that exporioncs. Wrheat ofdid you see?

Wes 13, T ...

The marriage of Prince Uharles angd Lady Disns Spenser
Ehvis summer, Fidly 29bth ar something.

T cdidei®t resmliz it would bhe Tthe damy, 14 wess either the
29t or bthe 30th, I can’t remamber, 1 el dEed ST BY
after H e Theres thoat it was the dey  before T WEE s
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leaving. T & thought we would ey snd find @ spot
flong e routo, yvou Keow Do bhe Abbaw. But Tfrom The
fiaht hefors Wwith all)l the orowds T thowoht, "Well, thig
in rldiculous we won’t be able Lo gel neae i, " e
CrEldShen fabaoLds thimes doays before we had gong Dy, and ¥
shouldn’ Mave waidd Lher Abbey beosaoe T Wi Ot
Poals, surraunded, T omean surroundsd with caneras and
Mdges scaltfoldimas ouab upn so Dhat verdous by osmeras and
oo le  glresdy, Two  dayvs before the gding, VTR
sitiing gebtiing spacae uwlong the way. S0 1 waent To o
1Tittle bed and breakfast ang we wetoched 1t om, @n they
might ssy, the telley amd the WHelsh codples whio o Lhes
place ... 1 think there were only three or Towr people
al that polnt In bthe hotel, 14 only has only 10 think
Lear  rooms. We wers &1l invited downn to  the dining
rocm, along with I ihink two or LThree neignbhors, e
e Feamid ly, @and sthwe had a hoage Duffet sel o, We o owmld
Talked  aooul  he wedding, watoched bLhae btelevision.
Thero  woas @ Sparish couple, and & couple Trom Wales,
#ang everyong btalking sboul their idess of thse wedding
and how wondse ol BT wes, The Spanlsh couplas, Who  wWas
moitual ly 5 owoman anag e daghter, and the mothasr P
Werll, T hag taken Spanidsh yveors aoo, @ Diny Dit, but i
wins  abhle o understand some of what she Was Sy Lng.
It mamce @ overy ... U wss Tascinabing to  hesar what
ey ore el se Thoughi abhonb.

Y

Slyout Flhiis world evenh?

Ang how 1L relabted o themn and how excited They were by
it. T wan gresat Tun. Bt Innpite of all those crowds
it was very orderly, very bidy.

Unliks orowd sosnaes i New York City. Yerey P

Rdght, riabi.

Y wWiga our-ious sbhoist thael booagse T Found myaslT e A g
veiry interested i bhe weddlog. Almosh wishing we  had
& dng asrnd & quesn.,

O, 3 o,

1 freguerntly wish that. Fapacially instesd of Ronogld
Rezezgan . Bt there seems Lo be more of @ pleassnt @il

a

over atitiltude, I dust wondered 1f vou also Teli That?
T obhiink bthelt is Toeue yes,

Courtany angd graciolaness sombehow that 1 Farcd thaere.
Sines  vou have gons Dhere oo many bimes I owondsraed 4T

that is what attracted you o,

T mean T was fasoingbted befors, maln
agamin, through F1lms oF whabaver., FPlus

T boelisve 1L Is
Ly, I suonos

S
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el I ...
Ang o love of history. IF wvou love history?

I love history and the Tach thal they still do  haves
The roysal Tami ly @ all That,

hink history dio
P f you are Lrheres
soabiurataed with it.

sess youl bhere. 1t ecertainly  hslos

beromane 11 i @mbao

RPle: X3, ves, and There e sUill so much your oo see, I
farns of architocture and sspecially in the  country--
aside, that has ¢hanged so 1itile, which isn® it certain
o here, vou Know?  So that vou may have sead sbhogti
wamething, ore o yold may have seen old  photographs, O
gsomething descoribed in a novel. Angt you can sbill, i
ey instances, e Nwtu“1]y g littie Uhatched hut, you
K, Lt Tooks axmchly Like what you  had plotured
Fram  the ... TU may not be that thatched bui, T don’t
mengry Dt Dt from whal yvou  plotured, sbild [ aTh
little wvillage, with perhmps the one 1ittle old  lady,
or 1ittle old man, who is tervibly eccentrilic and every-
haady completely  lefi mlone, you kKnow. I mean  they
griaht say, "Well, old Tommy is doughty, " or sometbhing
Baal thet do aleright. Yo let hin e doughty, and  wvoul
let him heve carrots A7 thal is @ll he wants  ho oot
mar oo, Mo lu reaspactod for Lhab.

There is & mubtual respeclt 1 think. T was Just  aitting
hers  thinking sbhoulb onother thing is that Whar Yol
Lived In New York 1 o waited o wmove wup Dhers so 10 ooald
ey mll thess wonderful things with you. NMow your  live
errer aand ﬁfﬁ m PEre anc gone,  andd here arnd gones ;. andgd hieere
“ndd bhack agas rux Al cdo oyou ever, st bimes, sit here in
Ohvio asnd ooy, "How did Uogeb Bere?”

Mea,
I mear Yhaoter broughl vyou hare, Thieat 18 the whole
palnt ofF why.,

Well, i @ Serse.

These dinterviaews T omesn. Yer got in thester andg by Lhe
meopls vou mat in thester you, by & clircuitous ogbe,
ended wp living in Youngsiown, Ohio.

I chose o go oFT Do New York

T 0i)l) think of you ms living in Greenwich VIilaue,
Everytime I come and see you at this nodose I oam sorih of
surprdsod thst you ars hero, Wher I oo thers I o ]
warlk  in mng then cesmember that, "Oh no, " you are nob
there. Tan' vt Lhat peculisr? tow do you  Feel aboub

Al
)
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tiuat?
Iin tetrms of whether or ol T miss 447

D dust with &8 sense of wondering aboul how oo -

M, T don’'t Ffind myoseld bheing here  wondering, i @
serse, how AT happensd, of waking up, Possibly besoollss
whai 1 went Lo New York T just decided I was going Lo
move o New Yok, Todlan’t do anyihing sl ) abrout
lookldng for theoter. T owas friahtensd, T didn®™t kinow
Wiz anyihing was., Thery T gol myself @ dob and so o,
T had soms Friernds thers o Dhoab worked oul well. Baf
thern, by the sams token, when I wanbad Lo medde o ohwangs
w1t caine st & Dime whetr o@m Job T had ... Wex 11 the
COMETY I wayn working with st that Ciene was  closing.
Tha wpresident was  relicing. So T owes  goling bto be
looking 7o somebhing olse, T didn’i  know  what, ¥
wartaed  to move  Feom Uhe smpacrbtnent, or 1 wanted o
charmge, so bhat when this camns up T thought, "Well that
16 @ perfech opuorbuniity. This will make @ change. 1
think T would like to be oubt of ohe city Tor  awhile.’
Naw T oain strprised, T Wwill soy bhet T oem surprised theat
I ohave been heee now Yo s@lmosi Tlve years. T kKnow
that  when [ first ocams paople would say, "How did vou
aver laeave NMew York?” That kind of Lthing. Bul T wowld
BEY, "Well, T don’t lknow bow long T plan to atey. 1
mEy only g Feor & yesr or Dwoe o Tomnay decide o move
back to the oity. I have not definite plons,”

Conteni: hera In Youngsbown?

Y. T omee IO1ike to gel away, but 1 liked o get
mwny whern T owas In Mew York,

Youl  Likes  bDhis Bo bhe your bhome D, Youir  Treveling
Wwill @lways 9o an.

For & perlod of Uime. How long, I don™t know. T Ehdnk
T would like to live in New York again bul I don’t <now
wWiher, o T odarn’ L know bhat L6 wowlcd be Manhattan.

Mow  do Tfeel aboul sver nob doing theatsre. WIll  there
biee @ point in your Life whers yoll Wwould ever look  Upon
ot doaing b &t all?

Yan, 1 think so.

Wewadadm® i e That much of @ wraenoh to you anyinore?

I don’t know.

Wy L that?  Can oyveoeld otim STheat up resl guickly?

Moyybe  beosuse T oehrJoy b, I don’t nesd the ... Y g
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kiow  Todon’ §oconsider adulation Trom The audiencs. £}
Think they are respolhding baomndose somebhling was  omis-
ing, o something wWwas sorrowful, or whatever. T don’i
Frerecd Bt T cdon’t nesd o be on bthe stage, I dan’t
feecd o perTorm, [ odon’tt need bto be oo stor. I neod
morey, BUL 1Y desntt L. ItTs nob consuning An @ oway Tor

mer .
You e mot driven.

Xz suppose 4t was once but T think moie Ta o ca
with  bhe fach  thal T wantod Lo me p of peomla.
The  people Ffascinsbted me and the lden of being  around
Lhem, and listerning o hem tealk, and ths storles about
whish whey hoad done,  ared whesere they had beern and wll of
That. More Than ...

Aricd your brevel FualTills theat too.
Yerss .

Werll, T think thot ds sbout all the Dins we hoave, .
We  masy bhave & faw mope Lino T Uhere  @any lamsi

]

3
cominant you wowlad 1ike o meake?

£35S

T ocon’ L think of one, Carol, Exoeplt thanll you,

Somathing Lhab
Wt Lo stiok
R CIEHED

Yol hisve left oul of your Life That Veatd
it LLike somsthing whesn youl  wers  T1LF -

Well, I can’t think of anyvibhing except getting in trou
Dle when My parenits had g garden, whan T was  very
¥ LTI . T woulld st &ll of the pesms oul of Lhe pods ond
when they would 9o o pick bheem. Nothing Dul pods, red
tihwe roots mll e way down, 1Tt bt oderable?

Ohy, wou 1itbls minx. L 3 a0 Tunmy becauss T know woul
Mave Laelked a lobt to me sbout whar wold : moohd ldd s
some of bthe Uhings youw gid. Bt biose Lo coms ol
iy those lote night comversogtions you have, youl S aLATV N
whiert you are unpseling everybhing.

Eoxameis Ly,

)

We have hodd 3 1ot of Sthoss, hoaven®™ D owe”

Indesed.

Of, meray. T ohink we Wwill dust ot this right now. I
]

hate o lose any Lape with vou, Ron, bub I do

i E kriow,
Umiless youl have somsthing else you wahlt to Soy.

Mo, I don’ti.

G
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Doxbennnorainects ly we
Lamparar i Ly hui

Hrw

Aliyight then, Time.
moment

Kind of

Iy thester at the
moment, bhut it is

iner .

Tiest e
NEEETS M

st led here,
voul have &
whesl 3%

Yo VEY
Beuer Dacalse
S0 st would be
sny aoocbhye Lo Ron

are

Goodbhye.

D OF

marmansnt Ly

o permanence Iin &

FPrmiher

Just going to leave ey

Living in Ohio

NN
iy,

everyhihing is sort OoF an Etals

PBrdmg voudr esbisananes b

mernnae o dt oall,

YOULT o
R e,

Wil

Mavbe 1t Io Just
great opsnness of
is.  So alright then 1
. Goodbhyo Ron.

INTERV LW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

